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PREFACE. 


IT  is  with  pleafure  that  we  introduce  to  the  pubHc 
the  Second  Volume  of  the  New  Annual  Regifter, 
and  it  increafes  our  fatisfadion  that  we  have  been 
able  to  complete  it  in  a  reafonable  Time.  We  truft, 
that  it  will  not  be  found  to  be  publillied  fo  early  as  to 
be  chargeable  with  having  been  executed  in  a  hafty 
or  indigefted  manner.  On  the  contrary,  we  hope  that 
the  marks  of  our  attention  and  afliduity  will  be 
apparent  in  every  part  of  the  undertaking  :  and  in- 
deed, confidering  the  favourable  Reception  we  have 
met  with,  we  fhould  be  very  blameable  if  we  remit- 
ted in  our  activity  and  diligence. 

The  Brltifh  and  Foreign  Hiftory,  which  is  fo  un- 
commonly interefting  at  this  important  crifis,  will, 
we  are  perfuaded,  recommend  itfelf  by  the  impar- 
tiality and  care  wherewith  it  is  written.  The  Occur- 
rences will  ftrongly  difplay  the  fkill  and  bravery  of 
our  naval  officers  ;  and  in  the  Public  Papers,  among 
which  the  reports  of  the  commiffioners  of  accounts 
hold  a  diftinguilhing  rank,  nothing  material  is 
omitted. 
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PREFACE. 

We  have  been  enabled  to  add  another  head  to  the 
MLlaneousPart;   which  part  we   -ean  hereaft 
o  diverfy  and  improve,  as  cir.umftances  (hall  adn.it. 
?he  whole  of  thisdiviQon  of  our  work  ^gam  refleas, 
Jy  L  fulnefs  and  variety,  fignal  honour  on  the  pro, 
duaions  of  the  year. 

There  is  no  vanity  in  faying,  that  the  Accounts  of 
romeffic  and  Foreign  I^>~--Xr:  which 
t::^:^:^  S:S^^^r..r.  .  drawn 
t  :^U  enable  the  reader  to  fee  the  tr.e  ftate  of  the 
feveral  branches  of  knowledge  .n  this  country  ;  and, 
•Hime,  may  fuggeft  many  ufeful  refleaions  to  m.ui- 
fitive  and  philofophical  minds. 

The  Introduaion  is  the  beginning  of  a  defign, 
which  if  it  fcouldbe  executed  as  it  ought  to  be,  can- 
Tot  fail  of  affording  muruction  and  entertainment. 

Upon  the  whole,  we  flatter  ourfelves,  that  the 
NewTnnl  Regift^r,  for  .y^W  -"^  -'  f^^^' 
Sher  the  Politicbn,  the  Scholar,  or  the  Gentleman. 
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SHORT        VIEW 

O  F     T  H  E 

STATE     OF     KNOWLEDGE, 
LITERATURE,   AND  TASTE, 

IN    THIS    COUNTRY, 

From  the  Death  of  Queen  Anne,  to  the  Death  of  King  George  II. 


THE  period  of  Queen  Anne's  reign  hath  ufually 
been  efteemed  the  Auguftan  age  of  Englilh  Lite- 
rature j  and  it  cannot  be  doubted  that,  in  many 
rcfpe<fts,  it  is  highly  deferving  of  that  honourable  appel- 
lation. It  was  not  till  that  period,  or  a  little  before,  that 
our  countrymen  had  arrived  to  a  true  and  correct  tafte  in 
compoficion ;  and  the  names  and  works  which  adorned  it 
will  ever  Ihine  with  diftinguiflied  luftre,  and  have  a  juft 
claim  to  be  held  out,  in  general,  as  objed:s  of  emula- 
tion and  models  of  good  writing:.  But  whether  the  Au- 
guftan  sera  of  Great  Britain  is  to  be  abfolutely  and  exclu- 
fively  confined  to  Queen  Anne's  time,  and  whether  our 
own  age  hath  any  title,  and  in  what  degree,  to  fo  illuf- 
trious  a  diftindlion,  may  reafonably  become  a  matter  of 
enquiry. 

1 78 1.  a  What- 


ii  A    S  H  O  R  T    V  I  K  W    O  F 

What  we  propofe,  in  the  profecntion  of  our  defign,  is 
to  confider,  very  particularly,  the  State  of  Knowledge  and 
Literature  in  the  prefent  reign  ;  in  doing  v/hich,  we  intend 
to  take  a  feparate  view  of  the  various  branches  of  fcience 
and  learning,  to  examine  what  progrefs  hath  been  made 
in  them,  and  to  point  out,  under  each  department,  the 
writers  and  works  ihat  fliall  be  found  the  mofl:  worthy  of 
diftind:ion.  After  this,  we  fliall  advert  to  a  number  of 
literary  fad:s,  and  difcufs  a  variety  of  literary  queiiions, 
which  will  tend  to  fix  the  charafter  and  manners  of  the 
times  with  the  greater  precifion.  In  fhort,  we  fhall  proceed 
in  the  method  propofed  by  Lord  Bacon  with  regard  to  Phi- 
lofophy,  and  which  hath  been  followed  by  fuch  wonderful 
and  happy  effedts  in  the  fcientlfic  world.  We  Ihall  bring 
the  enquiry  concerning  the  State  of  Literature  in  England, 
to  the  grand  teft  of  fact  and  experience  ;  which  alone  can 
enable  us  to  determine  what  ground  there  is  for  the  com- 
plaints fometimes  thrown  out  of  the  want  of  genius  and 
learning  amongft  us,  how  far  the  contrary  is  the  cafe,  and 
what  ftill  remains  to  be  done  to  advance  the  knowledge  and 
tafte  of  the  nation  to  a  higher  degree  of  perfed:ion. 

But  before  we  proceed  to  the  confideration  of  our  prin- 
cipal object,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  rake  a  fhort  view  of 
the  literary  character  of  the  period  that  immediately  fuc- 
ceeded  the  deceafe  of  Queen  Anne,  and  which,  by  intro- 
ducing the  prefent  royal  family  to  the  throne  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, gave  a  new  epocha  to  our  civil  hiflory.  This  will 
prepare  the  way  for  our  fubfequent  enquiry,  give  it  a  bet- 
ter connedtion,  and  enable  us  to  profecute  it  with  fuperior 
exaftnefs  and  advantage.  And  here  the  firft  circumflance 
that  ftrikes  us  is,  that  the  Auguftan  age  of  Queen  Anne 
did  not  ftridtly  end  with  the  death  of  that  princefs.  Seve- 
ral of  the  eminent  authors  who  are  appealed  to,  as  having 
been  the  chief  ornaments  of  that  age,  continued  to  write 
for  a  much  longer  term  ;  and  did  not  ceafe  to  inflrud:  and 
entertain  the  world  till  even  the  middle  of  the  reign  of 

King 
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king  George  the  Second.  The  finefl:  parts  of  Atterbury*s 
works,  and  efpecially  the  two  firft  volumes  of  his  Sermons, 
were,  indeed,  publifhed  feme  years  before  the  queen's  de- 
ceafe.  The  mofi:  beautiful  productions,  likewife,  of  Addifon, 
excepting  his  Free-holder,  and  his  Verfes  to  Sir  Godfrey 
Kneller,  and  to  the  Princefs  of  Wales,  were  previous  to 
that  event.  Steele,  too,  did  not  write  any  thing  peculiarly 
worthy  of  notice,  befidcs  the  Confcious  Lovers,  after  the  ac- 
ceffion  of  King  George  the  Firft.  As  we  have  no  very  high, 
opinion  of  the  clafiic  merle  of  Steele's  compositions,  we 
fliould  fcarccly  have  mentioned  him  at  all^jpon  this  occalion, 
if  we  had  not  thought  him  entitled  to  it,  on  account  of  his 
having  begun  a  new  and  admirable  fpecies  of  writing  in 
this  country,  in  the  Tatler,  Specftator,  and  Guardian.  It 
ought  alfo,  to  be  remembered,  that,  though  the  chief  ex- 
cellence of  thefe  papers  is  to  be  afcribed  to  the  affiftance  of 
men  whofe  abilities  were  fuperior  to  his  own,  he  hath,  ne- 
verthelefs,  a  claim  to  no  fmall  degree  of  praife  for  much 
of  the  humour  that  runs  through  the  Tatler.  But  though 
the  beft  works  of  Atterbury,  Addifon,  and  other  writers 
that  might  be  fpecified,  may  be  confidered  as  almoft  folely 
appropriated  to  Queen's  Anne's  reign,  this  is  not  the  cafe 
v;irh  regard  to  the  reft  of  the  great  geniufles  who  are  gene- 
rally ranked  among  the  diftinguifhed  glories  of  that  period. 
If  feveral  of  Swift's  moft  valuable  and  celebrated  produc- 
tions were  publiihed  before  the  acceflion  of  King  George  the 
Firft,  it  is  well  known  that  many  others  of  them,  which  are 
equally  valuable,  and  equally  celebrated,  were  pofterior  to 
that  ^ra,  and  that  he  continued  to  exercife  his  pen  for  fome 
time  during  the  reign  of  his  late  majefty.  The  fame  ob- 
fervations  will  more  ftrongly  hold  good  with  refpedt  to 
Pope,  whofe  laft  poetical  publication,  the  complete  edi- 
tion of  the  Dunciad,  did  not  appear  till  1743.  Even  his 
Tranflation  of  Homer,  which  Dr.  Johnfon  hath  celebrated 
as  a  great  event  in  the  hiftory  of  EngUfn  literature,  and 
which  hath  fo  beautifully  afcertained  and  eftablifhed  the 
corre«5tnefs  and  harmony  of  our  veriification,  though  it  was 
begun  in  the  latter  end  of  queen  Anne's  life,  was  not  finifh- 
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ed  till  fevcral  years  after  her  death.  All  the  humorous 
pieces  of  Arbuthnot,  as  well  as  fome  of  his  graver  trcatifes^ 
were,  likewife,  written  after  the  demifc  of  his  royal  mif- 
trefs.  With  regard  to  Lord  Bolingbroke,  who  is  ufually 
clalled  with  Swift  and  Pope,  if  we  except  his  Letter  to 
the  Examiner,  and  fome  little  (hare  he  might  have  in  the 
writing  of  the  Paper  fo  called,  wc  know  of  none  of  his 
literary  compofitions  but  what  were  produced  in  the 
Reigns  of  King  George  the  Firll,  and  King  George  the 
Second. 

But  dill  it  may  be  faid,  "  that  the  merit  of  thefe  eminent 
authors  properly  belongs  to  the  sera  of  Queen  Anne  :  it 
was  in  her  time  that  their  genius  was  completely  formed  ; 
it  was  in  her  reign,  or  fomewhat  earlier,  that  they  began  to 
write  ;  and  it  was  the  fpirit  they  had  then  imbibed,  which 
continued  to  operate  in  the  fubfequent  period.  The  glory, 
therefore,  they  have  reflefted  on  their  country,  was  a  glory 
of  which  the  fucceeding  princes  had  no  right  to  partake." 
Admitting,  or,  at  leafl,  not  difputing  the  truth  of  thefe 
allegations,  we  fliall  proceed  to  ftate  the  literary  fadls  that 
more  diflinCtly  mark  the  reigns  of  the  two  firft  fovereigns 
of  the  Hanover  family.  It  is  certain  that,  during  that 
time,  a  confiderable  revolution  was  produced  in  the  minds 
of  men;  and  that  various  objedls  of  inquiry  engaged  their 
attention,  which,  if  not  wholly  new^,  had  not  been  dif- 
cuffcd  before  to  an  equal  extent,  or  with  an  equal  degree 
of  accuracy  and  precifion.  Nor  was  this  entirely  owing  to 
the  natural  progrefs  of  reafon,  and  the  gentle  and  gra- 
dual operation  of  literature  in  opening  and  enlarging  the 
human  faculties,  but  arofe,  in  particular,  from  the  poli- 
tical fituation  of  Great  Britain.  The  acceiiion  of  another 
royal  family,  whofe  claims  were  difapproved  by  a  large  body 
of  the  people,  rendered  it  highly  requifite  to  difleminate, 
as  widely  as  poffible,  the  principles  which  were  favourable 
to  the  recent  eftablifhment.  For  this  purpofe,  it  was  ne- 
ccflary  to  oppofc,  with  the  utmoft  vigour,  the  narrow  views 
of  the  clergy,  not  only  concerning  the  doctrine  of  paffive 
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obedience,  non-refillance,  and  hereditary  right,  but,  like- 
wife,  with  refpcft  to  the  meafure,  extent,  and  exercifc  of 
church  power,  Accordingly,  able  men  were  engaged  in  dif- 
fufing  more  liberal  fentiments  upon  thefe  fubjedls  ;  and  as 
this  could  not  be  done  without  exciting  a  warm  controverfy, 
hence  a  different  turn  was  given  to  the  ftudies  of  the  age. 
The  celebrated  bifhcp  Hoadly  took  the  lead  in  this  im- 
portant bufinefs.  He  had  diftinguifhed  himfelf  greatly  in 
the  preceding  reign,  by  his  attachment  to  the  caufe  of 
civil  liberty,  his  defence  of  the  Revolution,  and  his  zeal 
for  the  Proteftant  fuccellion  ;  and  he  now  ftill  more  diftin- 
guifhed  himfelf  by  his  Sermon  on  the  Nature  of  the  King- 
dom or  Church  of  Chrift,  in  which  he  endeavoured  to  re- 
duce ecclefiaflical  authority  within  much  narrower  limits 
than  was  ufually  afligned  to  it  by  the  body  of  the  clergy. 
Never  did  a  fingle  difcourfe  excite  greater  attention,  or  give 
rife  to  a  more  extenfive  or  eager  debate.  The  Hoadlian 
controverfy,  both  on  account  of  the  variety  and  ability  of 
the  publications  it  afforded,  and  the  elTed:s  it  produced, 
mud  undoubtedly  be  confidered  as  a  very  important  objedt 
in  the  literary  hiftory  of  the  period  concerning  which  we 
are  treating.  The  almofi:  numberlefs  trades  which  fprang 
from  it  are  now,  indeed,  nearly  buried  in  oblivion  -,  but  the 
influence  of  the  difpute  Hill  remains.  We  are  greatly  in- 
debted to  it  for  that  liberality  of  fentiment  which  hath  ever 
fince  been  fo  generally  prevalent,  and  for  that  moderation  in 
the  claims  of  church-power  to  which  the  clergy  themfelves 
have  been  willing  to  fubmit. 

It  is  not  in  the  nature  of  the  human  mind,  when  once 
fet  in  motion,  to  flop  precifely  at  the  point  which  may  at 
firft  be  thought  defirable.  Many  who  had  contradted  a 
diflike  to  ecclefiaftical  authority,  and  who  were  difgufted 
with  the  high-churchmen  for  their  attachment  to  the  family 
of  the  Stuarts,  purfued  the  blow  much  farther  than  had 
been  done  by  the  gentle  and  moderate  Hoadly.  The  defign 
of  that  eminent  prelate  was  only  to  eftablifli  what   he  ap- 
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prehended   to  be  the  true  principles  of  Chriftian  liberty. 
But  other  writers  aimed  to  deftroy  all  reverence  and  regar4 
for  the  clergy.     Tindal  and  Toland  had  attempted  this  in 
Qiieen  Anne's  time;  but  not  being  very  popular  authors,  an4 
their  charaders  not  being  held  in  much  eitimation,  they  did 
not  procure  a  great  number  of  followers.     The  cafe,  how- 
ever, was  different  with  refpedt  to  thofe  who  aflumed  the 
fame  tafli  in  the  reign  of  King  George  the  Firfl.  They  wrote 
with  fuperior  ability,  and  at  a  more  favourable  opportunity. 
The  perfons  we  principally  have  in  view  were  Mr.  Trenchard 
and  Mr.  Gordon,   men  of  very  vigorous  minds,  and  who 
had  an  uncommon  flrength,  if  not  elegance  of  compofition. 
The  bold  principles  they  advanced  in  feveral  of  their  pro- 
duftions,  efpecially  in  the  Independent  Whig,  and  the  force 
with  which  they  maintained  thefe  principles,  had  no  fmall 
etfed:  on  the  minds  of  great  numbers,  and  helped  to  give 
a  confidcrable  turn  to  the  character  of  the  age.    The  clergy 
endeavoured,  in  various  writings,  to  countera(ft  this  effect, 
but   not  with  any   remarkable    fuccefs.     The   controverfy 
called  forth,  from  time  to  time,  a  multitude  of  authors  on 
both  lides  of  the  queftion  ;  and   therefore  it  juflly  deferved 
to  be  mentioned   as  an  important  circumflance  in  the  lite- 
rary fludies  of  the  period  we  are  defcribing. 

The  fpirit  of  enquiry  extended  to  the  dodtrines  of  th  e  Ch  urch, 
as  well  as  the  general  claims  and  pretenfions  of  the  clergy. 
This,  however,  did  not  proceed  from  any  hoflile  defign 
againft  the  eftablifliment,  but  fi-om  the  private  fcruples  of* 
fome  learned  and  pious  divines,  particularly  Mr.  WhiHon 
and  Dto  Clarke.  Thefe  gentlemen  had  attacked  the  Athana- 
naiian  opinion  concerning  the  Trinity  in  Queen  Anne's 
reign  ;  but  it  was  not  till  after  the  acceflion  of  the 
Brunfwic  Line  that  the  controverfy  was  fully  entered  into, 
and  becartie  widely  diffufed.  It  employed,  for  many  years, 
the  abilities  and  literature  of  feveral  of  the  firft  men  both  in 
the  Church  and  amongll  the  Diflenters,  and  had  an  influ- 
ence in  giving   a  change    to   the  fcntimcnts  of  the   age. 

Many 
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Many  of  the  laity  lliook  off  their  reverence  for  the  doctrine 
of  the  Trinity,  and  it  was  difcarded  by  fome  of  the  moft 
eminent  and  worthy  of  the  clergy.  The  iimplicity  of  the 
oppofite  fcheme,  which  held  out,  in  an  intelligible  manner, 
the  unity  and  fupremacy  of  the  Deity,  ftruck  philofophical 
minds,  and  was  congenial  to  the  underftanding  of  a 
Newton.  Among  the  Diflenting  divints,  Unitarianilm  had 
fo  extenfive  a  fpread,  as,  at  length,  perhaps,  to  take  in 
half  of  their  number. 

As  the  dcdlrine  of  the  Trinity  conftituted  a  part  of  the 
ccclefiafllcal  eftablifhment,  and  a  folemn  affent  to  it  was 
legally  required  from  the  clergy  of  every  denoi'iiination,  it 
was  impoffible  lo  attack  this  dodtrine  without  bringing  for- 
ward the  queftion  concerning  fubfcription  to  articles  of  hu- 
man compofition  in  religion.  The  debate  concerning  this 
matter  forms  another  circumftance  in  the  literary  charadier 
of  the  age.  It  hath  been  continued  to  our  own  time,  and 
comprizes  in  it  two  points  of  enquiry  ;  in  what  fenfe  the 
dodlrines  of  the  Church  are  to  be  aflented  to  by  fuch  as  do 
fubfcribe  them,  and  whether  a  fubfcription  to  them  fhould 
not  wholly  be  rejedted.  The  latter  fentiment  hath  been 
embraced  by  the  generality  of  the  Diffenting  minifters,  and 
fome  of  the  ableft  men  among  them  have  warmly  fupported 
this  opinion.  Not  a  few,  likewife,  of  the  eftablifhed 
clergy  have  pleaded  for  a  relaxation  of  the  terms  of  admif-. 
fion  into  the  Church  :  and  the  refult  of  thefe  difcuffions 
hath  been  an  enlargen:ient  of  the  principles  of  moderation 
and  candour. 

But  it  was  not  to  particular  do6trines  of  Chriftianity,  or 
to  queflions  concerning  ecclefiaftical  authority  or  difcipline, 
that  the  difputes  of  men  were  confined.  The  truth  and  di- 
vine original  of  Revelation  itfclf  became  the  fubjedt  of  de- 
bate. Notwithflanding  the  able  defences  of  religion  which 
Mr.  Boyle's  Lediure  had  produced,  a  fpirit  of  infidelity 
continued  to  operate,  and,  during  the  reigns  to  which  our 
prefent  view  of  it  is  limited,  appeared  in  feveral  different 
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forms.  The  firft,  and,  perhaps,  the  moft  formidable  at- 
tack on  the  Chriftian  fyftem,  was  that  of  Collins,  upon  the 
head  of  "  Prophecy."  This  was  followed  br  Tindal's 
"  Chriftianity  as  old  as  the  Creation,"  in  which  he  aflerted 
the  abfolute  fufficiency  of  reafon  to  afcertain  every  point  of 
a  religious  nature  ;  and  the  confequence  hence  intended  to 
be  drawn  was,  that  Revelation  was  totally  needlefs  and  in- 
expedient. Then  fucceeded  Morgan's  "  Moral  Philofo- 
pher,"  which,  under  an  honourable  title,  contained  a  vio- 
lent inventive  againft  the  characters  recorded  in  Scripture, 
and  was  defigned  to  overthrow  the  authority  of  the  Old  and 
l^ew  Teflament  in  general.  The  fubtle  author  of  "  Chrif- 
tianity  not  founded  on  Argument,"  came  after  Morgan.  In 
a  fhort  time,  Mr.  Hume  produced  his  "  Eflay  on  Mira- 
cles," and  laft  of  all  Bolingbroke's  "  Letters  on  Hiftory," 
and  his  *'  Philofophical  Works"  were  levelled  againft  the 
authenticity  and  credibility  of  the  Sacred  Books,  and  againft 
every  part  of  Revelation.  The  reafon  of  our  mentioning 
thefe  writings  thus  particularly,  is  not  from  any  approbation 
we  entertain  of  the  truth  of  the  principles  advanced  in  them, 
or  any  convidlion  we  feel  of  the  force  of  the  arguments  they 
contain  ;  but  becaufe  they  gave  rife  to  fix  different  contro- 
verfies,  of  great  importance  in  our  prefent  furvey  of  Engliih 
Literature.  Thefe  controverfies  called  forth  the  abilities  of 
the  ableft  fcholars,  and  occafioned  fome  of  the  moft  learned 
.  and  capital  defences  of  Religion  that  ever  were  written. 
Befides  thefe  fix  principal  controverfies,  there  were  other 
collatexal  ones  from  which  arofe  fome  very  valuable  works. 
The  particular  debate  concerning  the  Refurredtion  of  Jcfus, 
Ihould  have  been  added  to  the  fubjedts  already  fpecified,  as 
having  been  a  matter  of  the  greateft  importance.  It  waj, 
indeed,  included  in  fome  of  the  reft,  and  efpecially  in  all 
the  queftions  relative  to  miracles.  It  is  not  in  a  theological 
view  that  we  have  infifted  on  the  grand  difpute  concern- 
ing Revelation,  but  as  it  is  a  great  objecfl  in  the  literary 
Hiftory  of  England.  It  extended  through  the  reign  of 
both  the  Georges,  employed  the  firft  men  of  the  kingdom, 
and  called  forth  the  activity  and  exertions  of  the  human 
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mind.  We  may  obferve,  by  the  way,  that  the  infidelity  of 
this  period,  at  leaft  before  Mr.  Hume  wrote,  was  not  of 
the  atheiftical  kind.  It  was  only  Deifm  that  prevailed; 
and  many  who  were  fceptical  with  regard  to  Chriftianity, 
profeiied  themfelves  to  be  fincere  believers,  not  only  in  the 
exiftence  and  perfeftions,  but  in  the  moral  providence  of 
God,  and  in  a  future  ftate  of  retribution.  The  form  which 
infidelity  hath  fince  afl^umed,  will  be  confidered  when  we 
come  to  the  prefent  reign. 

Befides  the  direcft  Enquiries  concerning  the  Evidences  of 
Revealed  Religion,  the  controverfies  on  that  fubjeft  led  to 
a  variety  of  difcuflions  relative  to  its  particular  dod:rines, 
nature,  and  views.  Hence  it  was  that  the  Scriptures  were 
very  critically  examined ;  and  the  refult  of  the  examination 
was,  that  they  were  cleared  of  many  things  which  had  er- 
roneoufly  been  fuppofed  to  belong  to  them.  The  deliver- 
ance of  Chriftianity  from  the  abfuidities  which  had  been 
fathered  upon  it,  and  the  rendering  it  better  underftood, 
muft  be  reckoned  among  the  moft  valuable  effed:s  that  re- 
fulted  from  the  attacks  of  infidelity.  Whilft  divines  were 
employed  in  refcuing  Revelation  from  the  rubbifh  in  which 
it  had  been  almoft  overwhelmed,  the  human  mind  was  im- 
provfed,  and  more  juft  and  rational  views  of  truth  were  a^t- 
tained.  The  Spirit  of  Enquiry,  diffufing  itfelf  to  a  multi- 
tude of  objedls,  weakened  the  reign  of  ignorance,  bigotry, 
and  fuperftition. 

We  do  not  confider  the  "  Examination  into  the  Miracles 
of  the  Primitive  Church"  by  Dr.  Middleton,  one  of  the 
fineft  writers  of  the  age,  as  having  been  hoilile  to  Chrifti- 
anity. On  the  contrary,  it  was  ferviceable  to  it  in  a  high 
degree,  by  introducing  the  proper  line  of  diftinftion,  and 
fetting  the  fubjedt  on  its  right  foundation.  The  debate 
which  it  occafioned  contributed,  with  other  liberal  contro- 
verfies and  dilcuffions,  to  promote  a  rational  and  manly  turn 
of  fentiment. 

The 
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The  attention  of  the  age,  and  even  of  the  clergy,  was 
not  wholly  confined  to  queftions  in  which  Revelation  was 
immediately  concerned.  Moral  fubjecfts  were  ftudicd  with 
great  and  particular  ardour.  The  nature,  the  foundation, 
and  the  obligations  of  virtue  were  very  clofely  examined  ; 
and  a  large  number  of  treatifes  appeared  on  thefe  topics. 
Different  hypothefes  were  formed  concerning  them,  and 
were  maintained  with  eminent  ingenuity  and  ability.  Whe- 
ther virtue  was  founded  on  the  effential  reafon  and  fitnefs 
of  things,  on  a  moral  inftindt,  or  the  will  of  God  ;  whether 
it  arofe  from  a  difinterefted  principle  of  benevolence  alone, 
or  a  well  regulated  felf-love;  whether  wifdom,  or  redti- 
tude,  or  benevolence  were  the  fprings  of  atftion  in  the 
Deitj'',  were  queftions  greatly  agitated.  It  was  fafliionable 
to  write  fyftems  of  morality,  to  form  delineations  of  na- 
tural religion,  and  to  fhew  its  connexion  with  revealed. 
Scarcely  ever  was  there  a  period  in  which  the  fcience 
of  ethics  was  more  diligently  inveftigated,  or  in  which  the 
knowledge  of  it  was  carried  to  higher  perfection.  Butler, 
and,  after  him.  Hartley,  excelled  all  their  contemporaries 
in  explaining  the  Principles  of  the  Human  Mind,  and  in  the 
Solution  of  moral  Qi;eiiions. 

Nor  could  the  objcd's  we  have  mentioned  excite  the  at- 
tention of  the  iludious  part  of  the  nation,  without  a  confi- 
derable  regard  being  paid  to  metaphylical  enquiries.  Be- 
fides  not  a  few  publications  concerning  the  old  and  never  to 
be  determined  difputcs  about  liberty  and  neceffity,  and  the 
origin  of  evil,  the  qucftion  whether  the  exiflence  of  the 
Deity  can  be  proved  a  priori,  was  much  difcufled.  In 
general,  the  metaphyfics  of  the  times  were  lefs  favourable 
to  materialifm  and  fatalifm  than  hath  lately  been  the  cafe. 
The  effential  difference  between  the  foul  and  body,  the 
freedom  of  the  human  will,  and  the  conclufivenefs  of  the 
natural  arguments-  in  fupport  of  a  future  Hate,  were  the 
prevailing  opinions  among  divines  and  men  of  letters. 

In 
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In  the  midft  of  the  numerous  objeds  which  fo  much 
employed  the  attention  of  our  countr^^men,  it  will  not  be 
deemed  furprifing,  that  erudition,  ftridly  fo  called,  fhould 
be  rather  on  the  decline.  There  v;ere  fewer  perfons  who 
had  either  inclination  or  leifure  to  apply  to  the  examination 
of  ancient  manufcripts,  the  fettlement  of  various  readings, 
the  illuftration  of  the  claffics,  and  the  other  laborious,  and, 
in  their  kind,  very  ufeful  purfuits,  in  which  the  learned  had 
formerly  been  enga2;ed.  The  important  and  interefting 
fubjedts  of  debate  which  the  age  prelented,  reafonably  and 
neceffarily  gave  a  different  diredlion  to  the  exertions  of  the 
human  mind.  There  was,  likewife,  another  circumftancc 
that  IcfTened  the  ardour  of  men  for  the  ftudies  of  which  wc 
are  fpeaking.  The  fcholars  that  were  devoted  to  them  were 
reprcTented  as  people  of  no  tafte,  as  piddling  critics, 

*^  As  word-catchers,  that  lived  on  fyllables." 

The  ridicule,  though  in  many  refpecls  groundlefs,  was 
pot  without  effedt ;  and  the  effed:  was  the  greater,  as  igno- 
rance and  idlenefs  hence  found  the  opportunity  of  concealing 
themfelves  under  the  femblance  of  an  averfion  to  pedantry. 
Still,  however,  the  purfuit  of  ancient  literature,  in  that 
mode  of  it  we  are  now  confidering,  was  not  wholly  ne- 
gleded.  Bentley,  amidft  all  the  oppofition  he  met  with, 
amidft  all  the  unmerited  contempt  with  which  he  was 
loaded,  continued  to  maintain,  in  this  view,  the  honour  of 
his  country.  He  was  the  Atlas  whofe  iingle  llioulders  were 
equal  to  the  burthen.  But  others  were  not  wanting  who 
were  attached  to  the  like  ftudies.  Hare  and  Pearce  were 
confiderable  authors  in  the  fame  walk  of  learning.  War- 
burton  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  multifarious  reading, 
as  well  as  by  his  bold  and  vigorous  imagination  ;  and  Jortin 
added  an  excellent  critical  acumen  to  an  enlarged  under- 
flanding  and  a  liberal  mind.  The  brief  furvey  we  here  take 
of  things  mult  be  our  apology  for  the  omiffion  of  other 
names  that  might  deferve  to  be  mentioned. 

But 
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But  though  enquiries  into  ancient  manufcripts  and  vari- 
ous ledtions,  and  the  conediions  and  illuftrations  of  cor- 
rupted paffages,  were  lefs  ardently  purfued  than  had  here- 
tofore been  done,  there  was  another  refpedt  In  which  the 
Greek  and  Roman  writers  were  by  no  means  difregarded. 
The  debates  concerning  the  divine  perfecftions  and  govern- 
ment, the  nature  and  obligation  of  virtue,  the  expedience 
and  neceflity  of  revelation,  and  the  truth  of  the  Chriftian 
religion,  occafioned  a  mod  diligent  inveftigation  into  the 
opinions  and  pradices  of  the  Pagan  world.  In  this  view, 
therefore,  the  authors  of  antiquity  were  clofely  examined, 
and  much  light  was  thrown  upon  them,  in  many  valuable 
works. 

Of  all  the  fpecies  of  literature,  that  which  was  moft  ne- 
glected, during  the  former  part  of  the  period  we  are  de- 
fcribing,  was  the  oriental.  From  the  death  of  Pococke 
and  Hyde,  it  had  gradually  declined,  till,  at  length,  it 
was  too  generally  forgotten.  In  king  George  the  Firft's 
reign,  there  were  few  who  diftinguifhed  themfelves  in  this 
department  of  learning.  At  length,  however,  a  better  fpi- 
rit  prevailed.  The  Itudy  of  the  Eaftcrn  languages,  under 
the  aufpices  of  the  excellent  Dr.  Thomas  Hunt,  revived  at 
Oxford,  and  it  probably  was  not  a  little  promoted  by  Dr. 
Lowth's  admirable  Lecftures  on  the  poetry  of  the  Hebrews. 
Nor  was  the  revival  of  it  confined  to  that  celebrated  uni- 
verfity,  but  extended  to  Cambridge,  and  to  perfons  who 
refided  in  other  places.  Before  the  deceafe  of  king  George 
the  Second,  oriental  literature  was  in  a  flourifliing  ftate ; 
and  it  hath  fince  been  cultivated  to  a  degree  which  will  call 
for  our  very  particular  notice,  when  we  come  to  the  prefent 
reign. 

From  the  fituation  of  things  with  regard  to  the  purfuit 
of  ancient  learning,  we  turn  our  view  to  a  different  objed:, 
Philofophical  and  Mathematical  Science.  In  this  relped; 
fir  Ifaac  Newton  had  raifed  the  glory  of  the  nation  to  the 
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higheft  pitch,  and  none  could  expcdt  to  equal  him  in  re- 
nown. He  had,  however,  feveral  illuftrious  followers, 
fuch  as  Halley  and  Bradley,  Maclaurin  and  Smith,  who 
eminently  dipLinguiilied  themfelves  by  their  knowledge, 
difcoveries,  and  writings.  Under  fuch  men,  Geometry, 
Artronomy,  and  Optics,  affumed  no  fmall  degree  of  fplen- 
dour.  The  enquiries  of  the  Royal  Society  were  continued; 
experiments  were  fuccefsfully  made  ;  Magnetifm  became 
better  underftood  ;  Natural  Hiftory  advanced  in  culti- 
I'ation  ;  and  the  improvements  of  the  Microfcope  opened 
new  wonders  in  the  world  of  Infed:s.  Neverthelefs,  during 
part  of  the  period  we  refer  to,  the  fociety  did  not  fecm  to 
maintain  the  luftre  it  had  formerly  done.  But  if,  for  a 
time,  its  reputation  appeared  to  decline,  this  diminution 
of  its  honour  was  not  of  a  long  duration.  The  ardour  of 
refearch  was  revived  by  the  difcoveries  in  Eledlricity ;  the 
Franklinian  fyflem  was  completed  and  eftablilhed  ;  and 
henceforward  a  rapid  and  furpriiing  improvement  was  made 
in  an  acquaintance  with  the  powers  and  properties  of  na- 
ture. It  belongs  to  the  reign  of  king  George  the  Third  to 
(et  this  matter  forth  in  all  its  glory. 

With  regard  to  the  ftate  of  Poetry,  we  have  already  ob- 
ferved,  that  Pope  continued  to  fhine  in  it  long  after  the 
acceffion  of  the  houfe  of  Hanover.  Fie  was,  indeed,  the 
chief  ornament  of  this  divine  art  ;  and  fo  far  was  any  man 
from  being  able  to  be  mentioned  as  his  equal,  that  there 
was  no  one  who  could  be  pretended  to  come  near  him  in 
excellence  and  reputation.  Young,  neverthelefs,  fuftained 
an  honourable  rank  in  his  peculiar  walk  of  compolition. 
His  Night  Thoughts,  in  particular,  amidil  all  their  faults, 
contain  the  moil  (hiking  proofs  of  a  fruitful  imagination, 
and  of  a  bold  and  fublime  genius,  which  if  it  had  been 
refined  by  elegance,  corredted  by  tafte,  and  regulated  by- 
judgment,  might  have  claimed  a  high  ftation  in  the  tem- 
ple of  poetical  fame.  Thomfon's  exquifite  defcriptive 
powers,  not  to  mention  his  moral  and  fenti mental  beauties, 

will 


xiv  ASHORTVIEWOF 

will  render  his  Seafons  the  ohjedl  of  eternal  admiration  ; 
and  his  Caftle  of  Indolence  will,  perhaps,  prove  him  to 
have  been  the  moft  fuccefsful  and  pleafing  of  all  the  imi- 
tators of  Spcnfer,  There  were  many  others  who  aimed 
at  attaining  the  characfter  of  Poets,  but  the  generalit}'  of 
them  had  not  the  good  fortune  to  rife  above  mediocrity. 
We  are  fpeaking  only  of  the  early  part  of  the  period  before 
us  ;  for  towards  the  latter  end  of  it,  the  poetical  genius  of 
England  revived  in  an  eminent  degree.  A  new  race  of 
mien  arofe,  who  again  brought  poetry  into  deferved  repu- 
tation. Mafon,  in  his  Monody,  fprang  up  another  phoenix 
out  of  the  afhes  of  Pope.  Gray,  befides  his  beautiful 
Elegy  in  a  Country  Church-yard,  carried  the  Lyric  Ode  to 
its  higheft  point  of  grandeur.  Akenfide  and  the  Wartons 
breathed  a  truly  poetical  fpirit;  and  Johnfon  gave  to  fatire 
the  feverity  and  flrength  of  Juvenal.  But  of  all  thefe 
gentlemen  it  is  the  lefs  needful  to  fpeak  at  prefent,  as  they 
will  be  the  fubjedt  of  future  confideration. 

Dramatic  Poetry  did  not  greatly  flourilh  in  the  reigns  of 
the  two  firfl:  princes  of  the  Brunfwic  line.  The  Cato  of 
Addifon  had  introduced  a  falfe  tafte  with  regard  to  tragic 
compofiticn.  Young,  indeed,  in  his  "  Revenge"  and  his 
**  Bufiris,"  the  latter  of  which  is  very  bombaftic,  wrote 
with  a  vigour  that  was  his  own,  and  which  was  not  the  re- 
fult  of  imitation.  But  the  greater  part  of  thofe  who  at- 
tempted Tragedy,  feduced  by  the  poetical  excellencies  of 
Cato,  and  by  the  aftonifhing  applaufe  it  had  met  with, 
unwifely  confidered  it  as  a  model  of  perfedtion.  Hence  a 
cold  and  declamatory  manner  became  the  fafhion.  Our 
Tragedies  abounded  with  juft  and  fometimes  noble  moral 
fentiments,  and  with  fine  fpeeches  in  favour  of  liberty 
and  the  rights  of  mankind  ;  but  they  were  deftitute  of  in- 
tereft,  animation,  and  pathos.  Not  even  Thomfon  is  to  be 
exempted,  in  general,  from  this  cenfure,  though  in  his 
•  «  Tancred  and  Sigifmunda"  he  came  nearer  than  ufual  to 
the  human  heart.     From  amongft  the  numerous  Tragedies 
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of  the  time,  thqre  are  very  few  indeed  which  could  be 
fingled  out  as  having  rifen  to  any  extraordinary  dramatic 
excellence.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  reign  of  King 
George  the  Second,  a  different  taftc  began  to  prevail.  The 
folly  of  the  declamatory  and  merely  fentimental  Tragedy 
was  difcerned  ;  and  our  writers  aimed  to  diftinguifh  them- 
felves  by  greater  buftle  and  variety,  by  being  more  Itriking, 
vehement,  and  pathetic.  But  llill  no  fingle  author  can  be 
mentioned  who  rjsdeemed  the  character  of  the  age,  and 
who  deferved  to  be  ranked  with  Otway,  or  even  with  Rowe, 
We  are  fpeaking  of  the  higher  kind  of  tragic  compofition  ; 
for  with  regard  to  the  Tragedy  of  Low  Life,  Lillo  attained 
to  the  utmoft  height  of  tendernefs  and  pathos. 

In  comedy  there  was  nearly  the  fame  deficiency  of  genius. 
Cibber,  indeed,  flourilhed  at  the  beginning  of  the  period  ; 
but  there  was  no  one,  at  leaft  for  a  long  time,  who  had  a 
right  to  be  named  as  his  fuccefTor.  Fielding,  who  juftly 
obtained  fo  much  reputation  in  another  wa}'',  though  he  was 
the  author  of  feveral  comedies,  did  not  in  this  refpedt  rife 
to  any  great  excellence.  Or.  Hoadly,  fon  of  the  eminent 
prelate  of  that  name,  fhewed,  in  the  inrtance  of  the  "  Suf- 
picious  Hulband,"  what  he  might  have  attained  to;  but  he 
never  again  obliged  the  public  in  the  fame  line  of  writing. 
The  reft  of  the  plays  that  appeared,  had,  for  the  moft  part, 
their  nine  days  run,  and  were  feldom  heard  of  afterwards. 
But  towards  the  clofe  of  the  time  to  which  our  prefent  fur- 
vey  is  confined,  comedy  revived  with  confiderable  fplen- 
dour.  Foote,  who  was  ufually  called  the  Englifh  Arifto- 
phanes,  introduced  a  mode  of  compofition,  that  well 
marked  certain  peculiar  chara6:ers  and  manners,  but  which 
was  defcd:ive  in  the  regularity  of  dramatic  fable  and  con- 
trivance. Garrick  wrote  fome  fmaller  pieces  that  were  by 
no  means  deftitute  of  merit.  But  it  was  Col  man  who  pro- 
mifed  completely  to  reftore  the  honour  of  the  comic  mufe, 
and  who  will  hereafter  be  more  diflinftly  mentioned,  with 
the  other  gentlemen  who  have  lately  endeavoured  to  excel 
in  the  fame  fpecies  of  literature. 

We 
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We  cannot  find  a  better  place  than  the  prefent  to  take 
feme  notice  of  the  flate  of  dramatic  reprefentation,  which 
ought  not  to  be  omitted  in  fuch  a  view  of  the  times  as  now 
employs  our  attention.  During  the  reign  of  King  George 
the  Finl",  thofe  celebrated  adors,  Wilkes,  Booth,  Gibber, 
and  Mrs.  Oklfield  continued  to  hold  the  polTcffion  of  the 
llage.  But  when  they  quitted  the  theatre,  they  had  no  il- 
iuftrious  fucceffors,  Quin  excepted,  who  followed  the  deep- 
roned  Booth  in  tragedy,  and  had  no  rival  in  the  comic 
atftion  of  FalftafT.  In  general,  however,  the  art  of  playing 
was,  for  feveral  years,  in  a  low  condition,  when,  at  length, 
a  furprifing  phoenomenon  appeared  in  Garrick.  He  was 
moll  eminently  in  this  refped:,  the  child  of  genius  and  of 
nature.  His  various  and  aftonifhing  powers  we  need  not 
enlarge  upon,  as  they  are  deeply  engraven  in  every  me- 
mory. His  appearance  may  juilly  be  conlidered  as  a  lite- 
rary revolution  in  this  country ;  for,  by  his  reprefentation 
and  eftablifhment  of  Shakfpeare,  he  gave  a  different  turn 
to  the  tafte  and  charadler  of  the  age.  He  not  only  brought 
that  matchlefs  poet  into  univerfal  admiration,  but  opened 
the  way  to  a  more  accurate  and  extenfive  acquaintance  with 
our  older  dramatic  authors  in  general,  and  to  a  new  fpecies 
of  criticifm,  the  effects  of  which  will  call  for  our  future  dif- 
qufiion.  We  muft  not  forget  that  there  were  other  adtors, 
befides  Garrick,  who  were  contemporary  with  him,  and 
helped  to  fuftain  the  honour  of  the  ftage.  Barry  and  Moffop 
Ihone  in  their  refpedtive  departments  ;  and  there  were  three 
adlreffes  that  rofe  to  an  uncommon  excellence.  Mrs. 
Gibber  was  unrivalled  in  tragedy,  and  Mrs.  Glive  in  hu- 
morous comedy ;  whilft  Mrs.  Pritchard  could  appear  with 
dignity  and  advantage,  both  in  the  tragic  and  the  comic  line. 

The  changes  in  the  flate  of  Knowledge  and  Literature,  in 
the  turn  of  thinking,  and  the  tafte  of  reading,  which  took 
place  more  particularly  in  the  reign  of  King  George  the  Se- 
cond, were  various,  and  are  worthy  of  notice.  We  may  here 
mention  the  prevalence  of  the  fentimental  morality.  Dr. 
Clarke's  fyftem  of  the  eternal  fitneffes  of  things,  was,  for 
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a  while,  the  leading  fafliion  ;  and  his  mode  of  expreffion, 
or  that  of  Woilalton,  was  much  in  ufe  among  our  ethical 
writers.  But  by  degrees  the  language  of  Shaftcfbury's 
Characfteriftics  prevailed,  and  it  was  a  language  more  pleaf- 
ing  and  fplendid  than  the  other.  'I'his  (lyle  efpecially  pre- 
vailed, after  Hutchefon  had  publifhed  his  Trcatifes  on  the 
Ideas  of  Beauty  and  Virtue,  and  on  the  Pafiions.  Thefe 
works,  indeed,  or  at  leatl,  the  former  of  them,  appeared 
before  the  death  of  King  George  the  Firft,  but  it  was  not 
till  afterwards  that  the  philofophy  contained  in  them  became 
predominant,  and  that  the  difciples  of  Shaftefbury  received  a 
large  increafe.  For  a  number  of  years,  no  book  was  more 
univerfally  admired,  or  more  generally  read  than  that  no- 
bleman's Charadteriftics.  The  beauty  of  virtue,  and  difin- 
terefted  benevolence  were  expatiated  upon  in  m.any  elegant 
and  agreeable  produdtions.  We  are  not  infeniible  that  the 
matter  was  carried  to  an  excefs,  and  that  thofe  who  founded 
virtue  on  inftin(fls  and  internal  feelings  only,  were  guilty 
of  an  error.  But  ftill  we  cannot  avoid  regretting  that  the 
fentimental  morality  hath  g^'ne  fo  much  out  of  vogue. 
There  was  an  energy  in  it  which  touched  the  finer  affections 
of  the  foul,  and  which  came  more  powerfully  to  the  human 
heart,  than  the  cold  and  formal  language  of  the  Clarkifts. 
Hartley's  Principle  of  the  Alibciation  of  Ideas  gave  a  great 
blow  to  the  fyftem  of  diftinft  moral  inftindts. 

With  regard  to  the  political  fentiments  of  the  age,  a  con- 
fiderable  revolution  was  effedled  by  a  fingle  author.  This 
author  was  Rapin,  whofe  Hiftory  of  England,  being 
tranflated,  difperfed  in  Numbers,  and  almofl  univerfally 
read,  contributed,  in  an  eminent  degree,  to  promote  a 
fpirit  of  moderate  Whiggifm.  From  that  time  the  High- 
church,  and  efpecially  the  Jacobite  principles,  which 
had  hitherto  pervaded  a  large  body  of  the  nation,  were 
far  lefs  prevalent  than  before.  The  hiftory,  being  written 
with  candour  and  judgment^  was  well  calculated  to  pro- 
duce fo  defirabie  an  effedt.  Time,  and  that  more  critical 
examination  into  ancient  records.  Parliamentary  Journals 
and  State-Papers,  which  hath  fince  taken  place,  have  en- 
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abled  us  to  difcern  foine  defedts  and  miftakes  in  Rapin, 
and  we  are  now  apt  to  confider  him  as  a  tedious  and  heavy 
writer.  But  ftill  'he  muft  be  numbered  among  the  ufeful 
authors;  and,  in  the  point  we  have  mentioned,  he  was  fin- 
gularly  beneficial.  Notwithftanding  the  more  elegant  pro- 
dudiions  that  have  fince  been  publilbed,  a  perufal  of  him 
will  rew^ard  the  reader's  attention  :  and  we  well  remem- 
ber that  Mr.  Hume,  in  the  iirft  edition,  we  believe,  of  his 
Effays,  Moral  and  Entertaiiiing,  called  Pvapin  the  mod 
iudicious  of  all  hiftorians.  Whether  the  expreffion  be  re- 
tained in  later  editions,  we  have  not  enquired. 

Another  circumflance  which  raufl  not  be  difregarded,  In 
a  View  of  the  State  of  Knowledge  and  Literature  in  Eng- 
land, during  the  period  before  us,  is  the  Introdu(ftion  of 
the  Monthly  Magazines.  This  may  abfolutely  be  confi- 
dered  as  forming  a  kind  of  literary  epocha.  The  previous 
periodical  publications  were  few  in  number,  and  were  moft 
of  them  confined  to  News  and  Politics.  Bat  the  Gentle- 
man's Magazine,  and  the  London,  which  loon  followed, 
opened  a  new  fource  of  inftruftion  and  entertainment.  V^'^e 
know  that  there  are  perfons  who  defpife  this  fpecies  of 
writing  ;  and  to  men  of  eminent  fcience,  and  very  exten- 
live  literary  reading,  it  may  not  be  of  much  ufe.  But  the 
cffeifts  of  it  with  regard  to  the  body  of  the  nation  are  very 
crreat.  Magazines  have  certainly  been  the  means  of  dlf- 
fufing  a  variety  of  general  knowledge.  Befides,  they  often 
difcufs  (we  mean  the  better  fort  of  them)  curious  and  ufe- 
ful queflione,  which  even  the  learned  are  glad  to  fee 
examined.  They  preferve  too  many  fmall  and  valuable 
pieces,  which  might  orherwife  be  loft.  Nor  is  it  a  trifling 
advantage  that  young  authors  here  firfl  try  their  flrength, 
and  make  their  origmal  efforts  in  compofition.  Perhaps, 
there  are  few  perfons,  who  are  now  celebrated  in  the  world 
of  literature,  thnt  did  not  begin  to  write  either  in  the  Gen- 
tleman's  or  the  London  Magazine. 

The  flate  of  Literary  Journals  Is  an  important  objedt  in 
the  furvey  we  haye  now  before  us.    The  hiflpry  of  them  in 
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general  \vould  be  curious  ;  but  we  cannoc  here   look  bnck 
to  them   as   they  flouriflied  in  other  countries,  when   they 
were  dignified  by  the  labours  of  a  Bayle,  a  Beauval,  and  a 
Le  Clerc.     In  our  own  kingdom,  it  was   long  before  they 
aflumed  a  regular  and  permanent  form.  Thev  didj  however, 
occafionally  appear  in  the  reign  of  King  George  the  Firfl, 
and  in  the  former  years  of  his  fuccelTor.    But  the  "  Hilloria 
Literaria,"     the     "   Memoirs    of    Literature,"    and    the 
^'  Hlftory  of  the  Works  of  the  Learned,"  though  ufeful  in 
point  of  information,  could  not  attain  a  durable  eftabllHi- 
ment.     This  fpecies  of  writing  was  neither  extenfive  in  its 
fale,  nor  produdllve  of  great  effects,  till  firft  the  Monthly, 
and  then  the  Critical   Review  became  fixed   on  a  firm  and 
durable  foundation.     From  that  time  a  more  general  atten- 
tion hath  been  paid  to  all   kinds  of  publications ;  fome  ac- 
quaintance with  them  has  been  fpread  among  the  body  of 
the  people  j  and   a  fpirit  of  curionty   and   criticifm  hath 
been  promoted.     Of    late,    almoft  every   Magazine   hath 
been  converted  into  a  fort  of  a  Review.   The  Literary  Jour- 
nals  are,    undoubtedly,  fometimes   partial  and   fometimes 
erroneous.     Being  written  by  a  num.ber  of  perfons   of  dif- 
ferent abilities,    opinions,    and  application,    and  who  are 
not  void  of  private  paffions  and  prejudices,  the  judgments 
pafTed  upon  books  muft  not  always  be  admitted  with  impli- 
cit reverence.     Men   of  real   learning  will   determine  for 
themfelves,  and  not  bow  to  the  authority  of  the  ablefl:  cri- 
tic.    Neverthelefs,  even    the  learned   derive  benefit   from 
well  conducted  Literary  Journals,  and  their  influence  upon 
the   fcntiments   and  tafte  of  the  nation  in  general  is  very 
confiderable.     If  the  knowledge  they  diffufe  fhould  be  ob- 
jedted  to  as  fuperficlal,  let  it  be  remembered,  that   it   Is  a 
knowledge  which  vail  numbers  would   not  otherwife  have 
obtained. 

Even  the  effetfl:  of  News-Papers  Is  not  to  be  forgotten  In 
the  prefent  Survey.  For  a  long  time  they  were  few  in 
number,  and,  excepting  with  regard  to  a  clrcumflance  here- 
after to   be  mentioned,  were  confined  to   the  mere  intelli- 

b    2  ilQUQQ 


XX  A    S  H  O  R  T    V  I  E  W    O  F 

gence  of  facls.  But,  gradually  they  have  affumed  a  more 
extenfive  office  :  they  have  become  the  vehicles  of  political 
difcuffion  in  a  far  higher  degree  than  they  formerly  were, 
and,  in  this  refpeft,  they  have  acquired  a  national  import- 
ance.—  Belides  this,  they  afllmie  the  liberty  of  examining 
literary  qucftions,  and  contain  eflays  on  all  kinds  of  to- 
pics. They  are  the  means  of  communicating  a  knowledge 
of  things,  which,  though  not  deep,  tends  to  enlarge  the 
underrtandings  of  the  common  people.  If  they  were  con- 
duced with  greater  wifdom,  difcretion,  and  candour,  they 
might  be  far  more  extenfively  ufeful.  The  perfonal  and 
malignant  turn  they  have  lately  taken  is  not  the  fubjedt  of 
our  prefent  confideration. 

But  though  News-Papers,  in  the  former  part  of  the  pe- 
riod we  are  defcribing,  generally  contained  nothing  but  the 
public  intelligence,  and  the  common  occurrences  of  the 
day,  this  was  not  always  the  cafe.  They  were  fometimes 
made  the  vehicles  of  periodical  effays,  though  thefe  were 
ufually,  we  believe,  publifhed  in  feparatefheets  ;  and  a  little 
attention  to  the  hiilory  of  them  will  not  be  unfuitable  to 
our  prefent  defign.  It  v/as  natural  for  the  excellence  and 
fuccefs  of  the  Tatler,  Spedtator,  and  Guardian,  to  produce 
a  great  number  of  imitations.  Accordingly,  during  King 
George  the  Firll's  reign,  periodical  Papers  were  continually 
fpringing  up,  under  different  names  and  titles.  In  genera), 
they  were  feeble,  compared  with  the  beautiful  models  fet 
before  them,  nor  were  they  attended  with  any  remarkable 
fuccefs.  Neverthelefs,  feveral  of  them  were  not  dcftitute 
of  merit,  and,  though  now  not  much  known,  might  iliil 
deferve  to  be  read.  We  might  particularly  mendon  the 
papers,  called,  the  '*  Free-Thinker,"  and  thofe  written  by 
Gordon.  We  do  not  mean  his  "  Independent  Whig,"  but 
another  publication  of  a  more  mifcellaneous  nature,  under 
the  appellation,  if  we  recolledl  it  rightly,  of  the  "  Hu- 
mqrill."  In  the  courfe  of  things,  thefe  periodical  Eflays 
took  a  variety  of  turns,  and  were  evi}n  rendered  fubfervient 
to  the  purpofes  of  religious  controverfy.  But  the  more  fre- 
quent 
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Another  fpecies  of  writing,  hiftorical  in  its  nature,  but 
fidtitious  in  its  foundation,  Romance  Writing,  was  carried  to 
a  lingular  degree  of  perfedlion,  by  two  extraordinary  men 
in  this  way,  Fielding  and  Richardlbn.  Thefe  gentlemen 
were  remarkably  different  in  their  talents,  but  both  were 
excellent  in  the  kind  of  compofition  they  adopted. 
Fielding,  taking  Don  Qiiixote  and  Gil  Bias  for  his  mo- 
dels, was  admirable  in  the  humorous  novel,  and  in  the 
reprefentation  of  the  characters  of  common  and  familiar 
life.  He  was,  likewife,  without  rival,  in  what  may  be 
called  the  epic  contrivance  of  his  ffory,  efpecially  in 
his  principal  work.  Richardfon,  whofe  genius  was 
truly  original,  fhewed  the  deepell:  penetration  into  the 
human  heart,  difj)layed  a  furprifing  power  in  defcribing  it, 
and  exhibited  an  inftance  of  pathetic  narration  which  has 
not  been  equalled  in  any  age,  or  in  any  country.  He  may 
jutlly  be  entitled  the  Sbakfpeare  of  Romance.  Both  the 
authors  we  have  mentioned  had  fome  not  unfuccefsful  fol- 
lowers, Smollet  came  next  to  Fielding  ;  and  Richardfon 
has  been  the  moft  happily  imitated  by  ladies.  As  for  the 
common  trafli  of  Novels,  under  which  the  prefs  has  groaned, 
which  have  introduced  fo  wretched  a  tafte  of  reading,  and 
have  been  {o  hurtful  to  young  minds,  particularly  of  the 
female  fex,  they  are  unworthy  to  be  named,  excepting  in 
the  way  of  cenfure. 

Among  the  various  objcdts  which  engaged  the  attention 
of  a  learned  and  inquifitive  age,  it  was  not  likely  that 
Polite  and  Poetical  Criticifm  fliould  be  wholly  nco;ledted. 
It  was  far  from  being  neglcdted  :  there  were  many  pleafing 
and  ufeful  productions  in  this  mode  of  literature  ;  though 
the  authors  of  them  fcldom  went  farther  than  Addifon  had 
done  in  a  philofophical  inveftigation  of  the  beauties  of  writ- 
ing. One  of  his  moft  elegant  and  fuccefsful  difciples  was 
Spence.  At  length,  a  more  refined  fpirit  entered  into  criti- 
cal difquifition.  Warburton  made  feveral  attempts  in  this 
way,  fometimes  happily  enough,  but  frequently  with  more 
ingenuity  than  fuccefs.  Hurd  difplayed  equal  ingenuity, 
with  fuperior  judgment,  and   with  greater  purity   and  cor- 
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redtnefs  of  tafle.  Lowth,  in  his  Ledlnres  on  Hebrew 
Poetry,  attained  to  the  higheft  rank  of  eminence  as  a  critic. 
Lord  Kaims  explored  the  beauties  of  compofition  in  the 
inmort  receffes  of  the  human  mind;  and  in  the  depth  of 
his  refearches,  occafionally  carried  refinement  to  an  excefs. 
The  Wartons  followed  :  but  we  fay  no  more,  at  prefent, 
upon  a  fubje<3:  which  will  hereaiter  appear  in  its  fulieit 
kUtre. 

If  we  look  back  to  the  flate  of  the  arts  of  Painting, 
Sculpture,  and  Dcfign,  in  t*he  period  we  havebeen  c^nf  der- 
ing,  we  fliall  not,  in  this  refpccV,  find  much  caufe  for  tri- 
umph. The  two  fir  ft  Georges,  though  excel  lent  monaichs, 
were  no  patrons  of  thefe  arts,  being  ueftiuite  of  tatle  with 
regard  to  them,  and  ignorant  of  thegiory  which  they  refled: 
upon  a  country.  Nor  had  the  nation,  in  general,  though 
growing  in  wealth,  fplendour,  and  luxury,  acquired  that 
delicacy  of  difcernment  which  is  necefiary  to  excite  a  pro- 
per emulation  among  the  artifts,  to  animate  their  exertions, 
^nd  to  piiOi  them  on  to  perfediion.  There  were,  however, 
fome  portrait  and  landfcapc  painters,  and  ^fome  engravers, 
who  might  deferve  to  be  applauded  in  a  more  particular 
hiftory.  The  inimitable  Hogarth  it  is  needle fs  to  mention, 
vvhofe  humorous  and  m^oral  paintings,  which  are  almofl 
fufHcient  of  themfelvesto  compenfate  for  the  defeats  of  the 
age,  are  univerfally  known,  admired,  and  felt.  Sculpture 
was  not  only  gaining  ground,  but  making  great  advances 
under  Roubiliac  ;  arid  Architecture  was  much  improved  by 
the  knowledge  and  patronage  of  lord  Burlington.  Garden- 
ing was. the  art  that  w'as  the  moft  diftinguiflied  by  its  ra- 
pid progrpfs  to  the  height  of  tafte  and  excellence.  The 
.juft  ideas,  and  varied  improvements,  introduce^!  by  Kent, 
and  fince  perfefted  by  Bro^vn,  have  adorned  many  parts  of 
England  with  exquiiitc  beauty.  Upon  the  whole,  towards 
the  end  of  king  George  the  Second's  reign,  the  profeflbrs 
of  the  fine  arts,  and  the  lovers  imd  judges  of  them  were  in- 
creafing;  exhibitions  of  piftures  were  begun  under  the 
aufpices  of  the  Premium  Society;  and  the  way  was  pre- 
paring 
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Paring  for  the  noble  revolution  that  was  afterwrds  accom- 
pliflied,  and  which  will  form  one  of  the  molt  pleafing 
fpbjedts  of  our  future  hiftory. 

Our  furvey  of  things,  brief  as  it  was  intended  to  be, 
would  be  imperfedl,  if  we  did  not  take  fome  notice  of  the 
diftinguifned  figure  made  by  the  writers  in  Scotland  during 
this  period,  and  efpecially  in  the  latter  part  of  it,  when  a 
wonderful  ardour  for  literary  eminence,  and  elegant  compo- 
Jition,  animated  the  gentlemen  who  inhabited  that  divifion 
of  the  unified  kin«',doms.  In  Philofophy  we  have  already 
mentioned  Maclaurin  ;  and  Simpfon  might  be  added  in  Ma- 
thematics. Blackwell  might  juftly  have  been  celebrated  for 
his  depth  in  Ancient  Literature,  if  he  had  not  difgraced  it  by 
pedantry  and  affedtation.  The  Scottifh  authors  have  parti- 
cularly applied  themfelves  to  metaphyfical  difquiiitions,  and 
the  cultivation  of  fentimental  ethics.  The  turn  begun  by 
Hutchefon  was  greatly  improved,  and  appeared  in  many 
ingenious  produdlions,  by  which  the  knowledge  of  the 
principles  and  affedions  of  the  human  mind  has  been  highly 
promoted.  When  we  fpecify  Hume,  Lord  Kaims,  Reid, 
and  Adam  Smith,  we  fpeak  of  them  only  hiflorically,  with- 
out confidering  how  far  their  refpecflive  fyftems  are  founded 
in  truth.  Neither  do  we  enter  into  the  queftion,  whether 
the  Englifh  Hartley  may,  in  any  refpedt,  have  been  more 
fuccefsful  in  explaining  the  mental  conftitution.  The  pro- 
grefs  of  Society  and  Manners  hath,  like  wife,  been  deeply 
inveftigated  by  the  writers  of  North  Britain,  and  feveralof 
their  vvorks  of  this  kind  will  hereafter  be  noticed  We 
ihould  remember,  alfo,  that  to  North  Britain  we  are  in- 
debted for  Hume  and  Rcbertfon,  our  two  claffic  hiftorians. 
Arbuthnot  and  I  hom.fon  were  natives  of  that  country, 
though  they  refided  wholly  in  England.  In  fhort,  Scot- 
land had  its  full  fhare  in  contributing  to  the  lite  raryglory 
of  the  ao;e. 

Nor  is  Ireland  to  be  forgotten  in  our  prefent  furvey.    Ire- 
land can  boaft  of  her  Swift  and  her  Berkeley :  Ireland  can 
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fay  that,  in  liberal  Theology,  Ihe  hath  produced  an  Aber 
nethy,  a  Clayton,  and  a  Leland ;  and  that  we  owe  to  her 
another  Leland,  the  tranflator  of  Demofthenes,  and  the 
hiftorian  of  Philip  of  Macedon.  It  may  be  added  in  her 
favour,  that  fhe  hath  adorned  England  with  fome  eminent 
names  that  will  occur  in  the  profecution  of  our  defign. 

In  refledting  upon  the  period  we  have  thus  briefly  de- 
fcribed,  we  perceive  it  to  have  been  an  active  and  bufy  one, 
with  regard  to  the  cultivation  of  Knowledge  and  Literature. 
A  vaft  number  of  important  fubjedts  were  difcufl'ed  in  it, 
and  the  difcuflion  of  them  effeded  a  great  revolution  in  the 
fentiments  of  the  kingdom.  Extraordinary  light  was 
thrown  on  the  very  firlt  objedts  that  can  demand  the  at- 
tention of  man.  Human  reafon,  on  the  whole,  was  much 
improved,  and  a  candid  and  enlarged  rum  of  thinking  in- 
creafed.  It  was  a  peculiarly  agreeable  circumftance  that 
the  flate  of  things  was  progreflive ;  fmce  the  latter  part  of 
the  reign  of  King  George  II.  was  not  only  fplendid  in  arms 
and  commerce,  but  in  the  rifing  fituation  of  every  liberal 
art.  What  hath  been  the  fubfequent  condition  of  Science, 
Learning,  and  Tafte;  what  improvements  have  been  made 
in  them;  what  changes  have  taken  place;  and  what  have 
become  the  prevailing  opinions  and  literary  purfuits  of  the 
prefent  times,  will,  in  the  courfe  of  our  undertaking,  be 
the  fubjedts  of  diftindt  and  particular  enquiry. 
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quent  application  of  them  was  to  politics.     The  example 
had  been   let   by   the  Examiner  and  the  Freeholder,  and 
the  pattern  was  abundantly  followed.     We  have  no  inten- 
tion of  enumerating  the  vaft  multitude   of  them  that   rofe 
and  fell ;  many  of  which  were  little  entitled  to  regard  when 
they   were  firft   written,  and  much   lefs  when  the  circum- 
ftances   that   brought  them   into  exiftence  were  at  an  end. 
There  were  two  of  them,  however,  which  ought  not  to  be 
omitted ;  Cato's  Letters,  publifhed  foon  after  the  South- 
Sea  year,,  and  the  Craftfman,  in  the  next  reign.     Gate's 
Letters,  of  which  Trenchard  and  Gordon  were  the  authors, 
are  abfolutely  the  beft  model  of  periodical  political  writing 
that  can  be  exhibited  ;  for  they  are  compofed  with  admir- 
able ftrength  and  fpirir,  and  are  always  upon  fubjedts,  and 
not  upon  perfons.    There  is  nothing  in  them  of  that  private 
invective  which   hath  fo  greatly  difgraced  recent  produc- 
tions.    The  Craftfman   was   more   perfonal ;  but  whilll:  it 
was  fupported  by  fuch  men  as  Bolingbroke  and  Pulteney, 
it  was  certainly  an  illuftrious  publication.     All  this  while, 
no  Effays  appeared   of  a  generally  mifcellaneous  kind,  that 
could  be  ranked  with  the  Tatler,  Sped:ator,  and  Guardian. 
But  at  length  the  time  came  for  even  thefe  beautiful  Papers 
to  be  rivalled.    The  "  Rambler"  carried  the  compofition  of 
moral  effays,  and  tnoral  narrations,  fo  far  as  dignity  of  fen- 
timeht,  fagacity  of  obfervation,  and   ftrength   of  ilyle  are 
concerned,  to  perfed:ion.     The  "  Adventurer,"  joined  to 
much  of  the  fame  merit  an   excellent  talent   at  Eaftern 
tales,    and  was    adorned  with  fome  valuable  critical  com- 
munications.    The  **  World,"  affumed  ail  the  variety  of 
the  Spectator,  being  wife  or  witty,  grave  or  gay,  fentimen- 
tal,    literary,    or   humorous,   as   the   fubjedt  required.     Ic 
was  alfo,  in  another  refped",  like  the   Speculator  ;  for  the 
coridud:or  of  it  was  loft  in  the  fplendour  of  his  auxiliaries. 
The   "  Connoiffeur,''   which   was    the   produtfticn  of  two 
gentlemen,  who  united  their  powers  in  every  fingle  paper, 
was  a   ftriking   inftance  of  ingenuity  and  ability.     Never 
was  there  a  work  that  more  happily  hit  off  and  expofeci  the 
'evanefccnt  follies  and  falhions  of  the  times.    Other  attempts 

have 
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have  been  made  in  the  fame  way,  but  not  with  equal  fuc- 
cefs.  This  mode  of  writing  feems  to  be  nearly  exhaufled  ; 
nor  is  it  likely  to  revive,  with  diftinguiihed  luilrc,  in  any  fe- 
parate  publication,  as  the  Magazines  and  News-Papers  are 
fo  open  to  every  kind  of  difcuffion. 

Let  us  now  advert  to  what  may,  perhaps,  be  regarded  as  a 
more  important  object  in  the  view  before  us.  The  ilate  of 
Eloquence  in  this  country  is  no  fmall  matter  of  confideration, 
in  eftimating  the  charadter  of  the  age.  It  is  parliamentary 
eloquence  that  we  have  more  immediately  in  contempla- 
tion ;  for  that  it  is  to  which  the  Britifh  confticution  diredts, 
and  which  has  been  the  moft  ably  and  fuccefsfully  purfued. 
The  great  perfonal  and  public  motives  by  which  our  fe- 
nators  are  actuated,  and  that  warmth  of  oppofition  irt 
which  many  of  them  are  always  engaged,  are  calculated  to 
call  forth  the  ftrongeft  exertions  of  oratory.  During  the 
mighty  conteft  between  fir  Robert  Walpole  and  his  adver-- 
faries,  it  fhone  with  uncommon  fplendor.  Voltaire,  fpeak- 
ing  of  the  Englifh  eloquence,  as  it  fubfifted  in  the  two 
houfes  of  parliament  at  this  period,  fays,  that  it  excelled 
that  of  Greece  and  Rome.  We  do  not  agree  Vi  ith  him  in 
the  aflertion,  but  we  know  that  it  attained  to  a  high  degree 
of  excellence.  Not  to  enter  into  an  enumeration  of  the 
principal  orators,  we  may  obferve,  that  Pulteney  took  the 
lead  among  them  during  the  grand  oppofition  to  Walpole^ 
and  that  he  was  fitted  for  it  by  his  various  and  powerful 
talents.  He  was  fucceeded  by  Pitt,  whofe  copioufnefs, 
ardour,  and  energy,  carried  every  thing  before  him,  and 
have  left  the  moft  lively  impreffions  on  the  memories  of 
thofe  who  have  feen  him  wield  the  Englifii  democracy.  He- 
did,  indeed,  rife  with  a  furprifing  fuperiority  over  his 
contemporary  fpeakers,  though  feveral  of  them  were 
highly  accomplilhed,  and  would  deferve  to  be  particularly 
applauded  in  a  more  enlarged  examination  of  the  fubjedt 
than  comports  with  our  immediate  defign.  Pitt  hath  been 
called  the  Demofthenes  of  his  age  ;  and  he  was  fo  with  re- 
I  gard 
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gard  to  that  grandeur  and  force  which  nothing  could  refifl: ; 
but  he  was  not  a  Demoflhenes  in  clofenefs  of  compoli- 
tion. 

The  eloquence  of  the  pulpit  forms  no  great  objedt  in  our 
prefent  furvey.  The  difcourfes  of  our  befl:  and  moft  cele- 
brated divines  were  rational,  fenfible,  and  judicious  ;  they 
contained  excellent  inftrud:ions,  conveyed  in  plain^  clear, 
and  fometimes  elegant  language  :  they  are  a  valuable  part 
of  Englifh  literature,  have  eminent  moral  and  pradticaf 
merit,  and  excel  in  explications  of  fcripture  :  but  they 
feldom  afcend  to  dignity  or  pathos  ;  they  feldom  attain  that 
fublimity,  variety,  and  tendernefs  which  might,  perhaps, 
be  expefted  from  the  important  and  interelting  fubjedls 
which  the  preacher  has  to  recommend.  If  any  one  is  to 
be  diftlnguifhed  from  the  reft  of  the  pulpit  orators  of  his 
time,  it  is  bilhop  Sherlock.  The  general  characfler  of  his 
fermons,  like  that  of  thofe  of  his  contemporaries,  is  the 
calm  and  perfpicuous  mode  of  compolition.  But  they  have 
ufaally  a  greater  elegance,  and  they  occafionally  rife  to  a 
certain  degree  of  grandeur.  We  remember  that  the  con- 
clufion  of  one  of  bifnop  Sherlock's  difcourfes  is  uncom- 
monly ftriking  and  fublime.  There  is,  likewifc,  in  him, 
a  refinement  of  fentiment  and  reafoning,  which  we  are  not 
fure  to  be  always  founded  on  truth. 

Another  matter,  well  deferving  of  our  confideration,  is 
the  ftate  of  Hiftorical  Writing.  The  light  in  which  ive 
before  mentioned  Rapin,  was  only  that  of  his  political  value 
and  influence,  and  he  is  not  an  objed:  of  attention  in  the 
point  we  have  now  in  view.  The  circumftance  in  which  our 
country  had  long  failed,  and  wherein  it  had  little  title  to 
famt,  was  the  compofition  of  hiftory.  Many  works,  in- 
deed, we  had,  of  great  ufe  with  regard  to  information,  but 
they  weredeftitu'e  of  elegance  and  dignity.  It  was  referved 
for  the  latter  end  of  king  George  the  Second's  reign,  to 
enable  England  to  vie  with  foreign  nations,  and  even  with 
the  authors  of  antiquity,  in  this  mode  of  writing.     To  Mr. 
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Hume  and  Dr.  Robertfon  we  are  indebted  for  fo  noble  a 
revolution.  But  we  fay  the  lefs  of  them  at  prefent,  as 
they  will  come  before  us  hereafter,  when  the  name  of  a 
Gibbon  will  be  added  to  them,  and  when,  perhaps,  fome 
other  names  will  not  be  found  unworthy  to  be  recorded. 

It  was  a  long  time  before  this  kingdom  Hionc  in 
Biography.  A  number  of  fingle  lives  had  been  written, 
and  there  were  a  few  general  colledtions  ;  but  they  were 
flot  recommended  by  any  uncommon  excellence,  either 
with  refped:  to  choice  in  felediion,  neatnefs  of  compoiition, 
or  fagacicy  of  refled:ion.  The  tranflation  firft  of  Bayle 
fepararely,  and  then  another  tranflation  of  him,  with  the 
addition  of  a  multitude  of  lives,  extending  the  work  to  ten 
volumes,  folio,  introduced  a  more  general  tafte  for  biogra- 
phical knowledge.  *'  The  Biographia  Britannica"  fucceeded, 
being  confecrated  to  the  worthies  of  our  own  country. 
Both  the  *'  General  Didtionary,"  and  the  Biographia  Bri- 
tannica are  works  of  very  unequal  execution ;  but,  not- 
wichftanding  this,  they  are  confidcrable  objevfls  in  the  lite- 
rary hiftory  of  the  period.  Of  the  fingle  lives  which  were 
publilhed,  few  could  be  compared  with  that  of  Cicero, 
by  Dr.  Middleton.  Mallet's  Account  of  lord  Bacon  might 
have  deferved  to  have  been  diftinguiibed,  if  he  had  been 
more  particular  in  his  furvey  of  that  great  man's  philofo- 
phy.  Biography  hath  lately  become  a  favourite  lludy  with 
the  public,  and  our  future  furvey  of  it  will  hold  it  out  in  all 
its  lullre. 

We  may  obferve,  by  the  way,  that  the  age  was  marked 
by  fcicntific,  as  well  as  Biographical  collections.  Harris's 
and  Chambers's  Diftionaries  are  works  of  no  fmall  confe- 
quence,  and  the  latter  hath  been  remarkably  popular.  The 
productions  of  this  kind,  in  which  univerfal  fcience  has 
been  thrown  into  the  alphabetical  form,  for  general  in- 
(trudion,  have  enabled  the  bulk  of  the  people. to  acquire 
fome  little  portion  of  knowledge,  upon  any  fubjecT:  that 
excites  their  curiofity,  or  requires  their  attention. 

Another 
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CHAP.     I. 

Oifervatlo'fis  on  the  State  of  Affairs  at  the  Clofe  of  the  Tear  1780. 
Meeting  of  the  Neiv  Parliament.  Debates  on  the  EleBion  of  a  neiv  Speaker. 
Speech  fro7n  the  Throne.  Addrejjes  mot' ed for  in  both  Houfes^  and  Debates 
thereupon. 


IN  the  courfe  of  the  year  1780, 
the  war  between  Great  Biitain 
and  America  had  been  carried  on 
with  cpnliderable  fuccefs  on  the 
part  of  the  former  ;  the  utmoft  ar- 
dour in  the  fervice  had  been  dif- 
played  by  the  royal  troops ;  Charles- 
town,  and  the  whole  province  of 
South  Carolina,  had  been  fubdued; 
and  other  fignal  advantages  obtain- 
ed, the  particulars  of  which  have 
been  related  in  the  preceding  vo- 
lume of  our  work.  But  notvvith- 
Itanding  thefe  favourable  circum- 
flances,  no  profpeft  appeared  of  any 
fpeedy  termination  of  the  war  :  the 
authority  of  Great  Britain  was  ac- 
knowledged in  thofe  places  only  of 
which  the  king's  troops  were  in  pof- 
feffion,  and  only  during  their  con- 
tinuance there ;  and  on  the  conti- 
nent of  America  in  general,  the 
moft  rooted  averfion  was  uniformly 
manifefled  to  the  government  of  the 
mother  country. 

The  dangers  of  the  latter  were 
alfo  increafed  by  the  war  v;ith  Hol- 
land, which  commenced  at  the  clofe 


of  the  year  1780;  and  the  rupture 
with  that  republic  naturally  aug- 
mented the  difficulties,  and  lefiened 
the  extent,  of  the  national  trade. 
The  alliance  between  France  and  the 
revolted  coionies  had  not,  indeed, 
been  fo  beneficial  to  the  latter,  as 
might  have  been  expedted;  and  the 
JVench  minilfry  feemed  more  folf- 
citous  to  increafe  their  poffefiioiis  in 
the  Wei  Indies,  than  to  afford  any 
fubftantial  ailillance  to  their  Ameri- 
can allies.  In  Europe,  no  etfefts 
had  yet  been  produced,  in  any  de- 
gree proportionable  to  the  mighty 
armaments  that  had  iffued  forth 
from  the  ports  of  France,  and  of 
Spain;  and  by  which,  though  much 
alarm  had  been  excited,  little  had 
been  performed. 

The  diffolution  of  the  laft  par- 
liament was  not  attended  with  any 
circumllances  that  portended  a 
change  of  adminillration  :  however' 
unfuccefsfvil  and  difaftrous  might  be 
the  refult  of  the  meafures  of  the  mi- 
niftry,  their  influence  in  the  cabinet 
and  in  the  nation  was  not  diminifli- 
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ed;  nor  did  the  oppofition  derive 
any  advantage  from   the  eleftion  of 
the  members  of  the  new  parliament. 
If  popular  members  were  chofen  in 
feme  places  where  before  thsy  had 
reprefentatives  of  a  different  com- 
plexion,   in  others  popular   mem- 
bers were  removed  to  make  wa)'  for 
thofe  who  were  known  to  be  minif- 
terial :  fo  that,  upon  the  whole,  no 
very  important  changes  were  made 
on    either  iide.     In    the  nation  at 
large,  a  fpirit  of  oppofition  to  the 
meafures  of  adminiilration  was  tar 
from  being  incveafed.     For  though 
few  perfons  in  the  kingdom,  it  might 
be  prefumed,  could  be  wholly  in- 
fenhble  of  the  fatal  confequences  of 
the  American  war,  of  the  burthens 
under  which    the  nation  laboured, 
and  of  the  dangers   with  which   it 
was  furrounded  ;   the  people  leem- 
ed  more    difpofed  to    relign   them- 
felves  with  patient  acquicfcence  to 
the  events  that  might  arife,  than  to 
take  any  a6tive  part  in  bringing  a- 
bout  a   change  of  men,  or  of  mea- 
fures.       1  he   little   effect  that  had 
been  produced  by  the  vigorous  and 
able  ftand  that  had   been  made  by 
the  oppofition,  during  the    laft  fef- 
lion  of  the  bill;  parliainent,  had  in- 
clined many  almoll:  to  defpair  of  the 
fuccefs   of  any    future  oppofition : 
and  a  great  damp  had  been  thrown 
upon  public  iiffociations  by  the  late 
dangerous  and  deffruflive   riots   in 
the  metropolis       Thefe,   and  other 
caufes,  occafioned  the  meeting   of 
the  new  parliament  to  be  attended 
with  ciicumflances  favourable  to  the 
views    of  the    minifler,    whatever 
they  might  be  to  the  general  welfare 
of  the  nation. 

The  firif  feflion  of  the  fifteenth 
parliament  of  Great  Britain  began 
to  be  held  at  Weftminfter,  on  Tuef- 
day  the  51ft  day  of  Oftober,  1780. 
His  majefiy  having  coran^iandtd  the 


attendance  of  the  Commons  in  the 
Houfe  of  Peers,  they  were  acquaint- 
ed, by  the  chancellor,  on  their  ar- 
rival there,  that  the  king  would  de- 
lay declaring  his  reafons  for  calling 
the  prefent  parliament,  till  afpcaker 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  Hiould 
be  elefted ;   and  that  it  was  his  ma- 
jelty's  pleafure  that  they  fliould  im- 
mediately proceed  to  the  choice  of 
a   fpeaker,    and    that   they    fliould 
prefent  the  perfon  elefted,  on  the 
following  day,    for    his   royal   ap- 
probation.    The  Commons  accord- 
ingly returned  to  their  own  houfe 
for  this  purpofe,    and   a  debate  of 
fome  length  enfued,  from  which  it 
was  apparent,  that  the  condu6l  of 
Sir  Fletcher    Norton,    in    the   laft 
parliament,    had  neither  been    for- 
gotten, nor  forgiven.    Lord  George 
Germain  firft  rofe,  and  made  fbme 
general  obfervations  on  the  qualifi- 
cations  which  were  requilite  in   a 
fpeaker  of  that  houfe  ;   and  he  re- 
marked, that  the  late  fpeaker,  tdr 
Fletcher  Norton,  had,  during  the 
courfe  of  nearly    two  parliaments, 
executed  the  duties  of  that  moft  ho- 
nourable, but  arduous  office,    with 
fo    m.uch    diligence,    and  fo  much 
dignitv,    as    to  entitle  him    to  the 
warm  applaufe  of  that  houfe  ;   and 
to  leave  nothing    for   them   to  la- 
ment, except  that  the  labour  which 
attended  it,  had  too  vilibly  impair- 
ed his  conftitution.     Of  this  melan- 
choly truth,  the  laft  feflion,   unfor- 
tunately for  the  public,  was  marked 
by   feveral    inftances.       It    would, 
therefore,  neither  be  decent  in  him, 
nor  would  it  become  the  houfe,  to 
fliew  fo  little  gratitude  and  refpeft 
to  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
for  his  important  and  acknowledged 
fervices,  as  to  propofe  again  to  place 
him  in  a  fituation,  the  fatigues  of 
which  were  too  heavy  a  burthen  to 
be   jmpofed  upon  him,  conlidering 
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the  prefent  precarious  llate  of  his 
health.  Hence  alone  originated  the 
idea  which  his  lordfliip  had  conceiv- 
ed, of  moving  that  Mr.  Cornwall 
might  be  appointed  to  fill  the  chair. 
That  gentleman,  before  he  came 
into  that  houie,  had  done  his  coun- 
try elTential  fcrvice,  and  acquired 
great  perfonal  honour,  by  t.lie  very 
able  and  aftive  fhare  he  had  taken, 
in  the  adjuftmcnt  of  fome  public 
accounts,  which  had  been  fubmit- 
tcd  to  the  inveiligation  of  certain 
perfons  commillioned  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  He  had  alfo  bee;i  fome  years 
a  member  of  that  houfe,  was  well 
:icquainted  with  the  law  of  the  land, 
with  the  law  of  parliament,  and 
with  all  the  forms,  orders,  and  rules 
ot  proceeding-,  peculiar  to  the  houfe 
of  commons.  His  lordfr.ip  there- 
fore moved,  "  That  Mr.  Cornwall 
*'  be  eleded  fpeakcr." 

This  motii)n  was  fcconded  by  Mr. 
Welbore  Ellis,  treafurer  of  the  na- 
vy, who  obferved,  that  Mr.  Corn- 
wall feemed  to  be  poffeffed  of  all 
the  qualifications  which  were  requi- 
iite  in  a  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of 
comiTions.  He  acknowledged  the 
great  abilities  and  fervices  of  Sir 
Fletcher  Norton ;  but  remarked, 
that  as  the  labours  of  the  office, 
which  he  had  fo  honourably  fuf- 
tained,  had  fo  much  impaired  his 
health,  he  thought  it  necefiary,  as 
an  opportunity  now  offered,  to  af- 
ford him  the  relief  which  the  houfe 
had  in  its  power,  by  eletling  an- 
other fpeaker.  He  confidered  Mr. 
Cornwall  as  the  fitteft  fucceffor  of 
Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  whofe  conduft 
ought  to  be  the  model  of  that  gen- 
tleman's, if  the  houfe  fliould  ho- 
nour him  fo  far  as  to  feat  him  in 
the  chair. 

Mr.  Dunning  exprefled  his  fur- 
prize,  that  the  minifter  had  not 
rifen,  at  the  commencement  of  the 


debate,  to  move  that  the  office  of 
fpeaker  fhould  be  continued  in  the 
perfon  of  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  ;  and 
that  it  Ihould  feem  to  be  the  gene- 
ral idea  of  the  houfe,  that  Mr. 
Cornwall  would  be  appointed  his 
fucccilor.  He  admitted  the  abili- 
ties of  that  gentleman,  and  fiiould 
not  have  objefted  to  his  nomina- 
tion, if  the  chair  had  been  really 
vacant :  but  he  was  of  opinion  that 
this  was  not  now  the  cafe.  Sir 
Fletcher  Norton  was  then  prefent 
in  the  houfe,  and  appeared  fully 
equal  to  the  duties  of  the  office, 
which  he  had  lately  executed  with 
fuch  univerfal  approbation.  It  was, 
therefore,  extremely  fingular,  that 
the  noble  lord  who  made  the  mo- 
tion, and  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  feconded  it,  fhould  acknow- 
ledge, that  the  late  fpeaker  was  the 
properell:  and  moil  able  of  all  per- 
fons to  fill  the  chair  with  dignity, 
and  in  the  very  fame  inilant  pro- 
pofe  another  candidate.  . .  It  might 
at  leall  have  been  expefted,  when 
the  bad  health  of  Sir  Fletcher  Nor- 
ton was  talked  of,  and  vu^ged  as  a 
ground  for  not  continuing-  him  in 
the  chair,  that  either  the  noble 
lord,  or  the  gentleman  who  fecond- 
ed him,  would  have  ftated  to  the 
houfe,  that  Sir  Fletcher  Norton 
had  formally  applied  to  them,  de- 
claring his  defire  to  refign  the  chair, 
and  affigning  as  a  reafon  for  his  fo 
doing,  that  his  health  was  in  that 
impaired  ftate  in  which  it  had  been 
reprefented.  But  the  faft  was,  that 
their  late  fpeaker  appeared  to  be  in 
full  health,  and  equal  to  all  the 
duties  of  the  office  :  he,  therefore, 
moved,  "  That  Sir  Fletcher  Nor- 
*'  ton  be  continued  fpeaker." 

This  motion  was  feconded  by  Mr. 

Thomas  Townfhcnd,  who  obje6led 

to  the  propriety  of  nominating  Mr. 

Cornwall  for  fpeaker,  even  if  there 
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had  been  a  real  vacancy ;  becaufe 
that  gentleman  was   a  placeman  at 
pleal'ure,  a  penfioner,  and  a  repre- 
fenfative  not    of   any  independent 
place,  but  of  one  of  the  cinque  ports, 
which  were  known  not  to  be  allowed 
a  free  and  unbiaffed  choice  of  their 
reprefentatives.   He  farther  remark- 
ed, that  it  was  the  impaniality  of  the 
late  fpeaker,  though  that  was  a  vir- 
tue in  the   execution   of  that  office 
which  his  opponents  had  affeded  to 
applaud,  from  which  the  defireof  re- 
moving him    from   the   chair  had 
really    originated:    for  offence  had 
been  taken,  that  in  a  fpeech  which 
mud  perpetuate  the  remembrance  ot 
his  attachment   to  his  native  land, 
he  had  exprefled  his  deep  concern 
for  the  calamities  which  furrounded 
it,  and  his  anxiety,  that  the  liberal 
and  unprecedented  donations  of  the 
people  might  be  applied  with  vvif- 
dom  and  frugality. 

Sir  Fletcher  Norton  then  rofe, 
and  exprefled  his  delire  of  faving  the 
time  of  the  houfe,  by  an  immediate 
declaration,  that  he  had  refolved,  in 
fpite  of  all  confiderations  whatever, 
to  decline  the  chair.  He  obferved, 
that  when  he  was  firft  chofen  fpeaker, 
his  conftitution  was  in  its  full 
ftrength:  nor  were  the  humble  ta- 
lents, with  which  Providence  had 
endowed  him,  at  all  weakened  by 
their  exertion  through  the  former 
periods  of  his  life.  But  the  very 
great  and  increafed  duties  of  the 
office  had  materially  impaired  his 
conllitution,  and  his  fenfe  of  his 
growing  infirmities  had  made  him 
refolve  to  give  up  all  thoughts  ot 
returning  to  hisfjrriierllarion.  With 
•  this  temper  of  mind,  he  telr  no  anx- 
iety for  the  fate  of  the  motion  that 
had  been  made  by  his  honourable 
and  learned  friend,  of  whofc  enco- 
miums he  poflefTed  a  grateful  fenfe, 
and  whofe  favourabk   opinion    he 


was  happy  to  enjoy.     He  alfo  ex- 
pvefied  his  acknowledgments  to  the 
noble  lord  who  had  made  the  motion 
for  a  new  fpeaker,  and  to  the  gen- 
tleman who  had  fcconded  him,  for 
the  compliments  that  they  had  been 
pleafed  to  pay  him.    He  muft,  how- 
ever, bean  ideot  indeed,  if  he  could 
poffibly   fuppofe,    that  his  ftate  of 
health,  of  which  none  of  the  king's 
miniilers  had  ever  received  the  fmal- 
left   intimation  from  him,  was  the 
real  caufe  of  their  moving  for  a  new 
fpeaker,  when  they  had  not  previ- 
oufly  faid  a  word  to  him  upon  the 
fubjecfl.     He  was  fatisfied,  that  eve- 
ry man,  who  had  the  leaft  preten- 
fions  to  underflanding,  went  before 
him  in  the   fuUeft  conviftion,   that 
a  conlide'ration   of  the  ftate  of  his 
health  was  not  the  true  motive  for 
the  prefent  meafurc.     He  had  a  juft 
fenfe  of  the  merit  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  was  propofedfor  his 
fuccelTor,    and   thought  hin:   fully 
equal  to   the  duties   of  the   office : 
but,  at  the  fame  time,  injufticeto 
himfelf,  he  muft  call  upon  the  no- 
ble lord,  and   the  honourable  gen- 
tleman by  whom  he  was  feconded,  to 
affign  the  true  reaibn   of  their  un- 
manly cifort  to  drive  him  from  the 
office  with    infult  and  difgrace.     If 
they  had  any  objciSiions  to  his  con- 
duift  in  the  chair,  they  ought  open- 
ly and  fairly   to  llate-^hofe    objec- 
tions.    He  the  rather  called  for  this 
explanation,  becaufe    he   could  af- 
fure  the  houfe,  upon    his  honour, 
that  though  he  had  been  in  town 
three   days,    and  acceffible  to  any 
member  of  adminiftration,  he  had 
never  been  alked  whether  his  health 
would  enable  him  to  continue  in  the 
chair,   ffiould  the  houfe  approve  of 
his   continuing  there  ;  nor   had  he 
been  applied  to,    either   di redly  or 
indirectly,  on  the  fubjed  of  c hoofing 
a  new  fpeaker. 
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Mr.  Fox  arraigned  the  miniftry, 
in  very  pointed  language,  lor  hav- 
ing made  it  a  part  of  their  fyftem, 
during  their  continuance  in  office, 
to  difgrace  every  dignified  charafter 
in  the  kingdom,  and  efpecially  to  in- 
fult  and  vilify  thofe  men  whofe  con^ 
duft  the  houfe  of  commons  moft  ap- 
proved.    Admiral  Keppel  had  been 
an  inftance   of  this,  and  a  new  in- 
ftance  was    aft'oided  by   the  prefent 
treatment  of  the   late  fpeaker.     It 
feemed  as  if  the  ignominious  bufinefs 
of  that  day  v/as  to  extinguifli  thofe 
fparks  of  independence,  which  the 
virtuous  rejoice    to  cheridi,  and  to 
degrade  that  reftitude  which  had  a 
juft  claim  to  honours  and  rewards. 
Unfortunately  for  the   nation,  the 
prefent  example,  of  difmiffing  from 
employment  a  virtuous  individual  of 
high   rank,  merely  becaufe  he  had 
uttered  his  fentiments,  and  given  his 
vote  in  obedience  to  the  di£tatcs  of 
his  confcience,  was   not  a  novelty. 
The  marquis  of  Carmarthen,  and 
the  earl  of  Pembroke,   had  been  di- 
verted of  their    oflices   for  the  fame 
reafon.  The  conduct  of  the  miniftry 
was  equally  abfurd  and  unjuiHfiable. 
The  noble  lord,  who  made  the  mo- 
tion, had  filled hisfpeech  with  empty 
compliments  of  SirFletcher  Norton; 
and  after  aflerting,  that  he  was  the 
ableft  man  the  houfe  could  chufe  to 
lit  in  the  chair,  had  concluded  his 
addrefs  with  moving,  that  another 
gentleman  might  be  elefted  to  fill  it. 
The  honourable    gentleman,    who 
had  feconded  his  lordftiip's  motion, 
"had  recommended  it  to  the  gentle- 
mar,  moved  for,  as  Sir  Fletcher  Nor- 
ton's fuccefibr,  to  copy  his   exam- 
ple; telling  him,  in  the  moft  plain, 
pofitive,  and  direft  terms,  that  his 
chance  of  making  a  good  fpeaker 
refted  on  his  following  the  model  of 
Sir   Fletcher   Norton.     But  would 
any  men,  except  the  prefent  mini- 


ftry,   refufe  an   excellent   original, 
which  it  was  in  their  power  to  pof- 
fefs,  and  fix   their   chqice  upon    a 
copy,  on  a  fuppolition  that  it  might 
prove   not   much    unequal   to    the 
liniflied  workmanfliip  of  the  mailer  s 
The  true  reafon  which  aftuated  ad- 
miniftration  in  the  prefent  meafure 
was,  however,  fufficienrly  apparent : 
the   gentleman  whom  they  propofed 
as  a  new  fpeaker  was  one  of  thofe 
who    had  voted,   in  the  laft  parlia- 
ment, in  oppofition  to  the  fenfe  of 
the  majority  of  the  houfe,  that  the 
influence  of  the  crown  had  not  in- 
creafed  ;  that  it  was  not  increafing  ; 
and  that  it    ought  not  to  be  dimi- 
niflied.     This  was  his  recommenda- 
tion :  vvhilft  the  miniftry  were  defi- 
rous  of  removing  Sir  Fletcher  Nor- 
ton, becaufe  he  had  executed  the  of- 
fice of   fpeaker  with  impartiality  ; 
had  performed  his  duty  to  the  houfe, 
and  to  the  nation,  in  his  addrefs  tq 
his  majefty,  on  the  commons  grant- 
ing him  a  great  augmentation  of  his 
revenue  ;  and  had  voted,  agreeably 
to  truth,  and  tg  the  diftates  of  his 
confcience,  that,  "  the  influence  of 
"  the  crown  had  increafed,  was  in- 
*'  creafing,  and  ought   to  be  dimi- 
"  niftied."     Thefe  were  his  crimes, 
and  thefe  were  crimes  not  to  be  for- 
given.    But  he  hoped    the    houfe 
would  not,  in  the  choice  of  a  fpeak- 
er, implicitly  obey  the  dictates  of  a 
fecretary  of  ftate.     As  to  the  health 
of  Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  it  was   ap- 
parently very  good  ;  and  when,  un- 
happily for  his  family,  and  the  pub- 
lic, he  Ihould  feel  a  relapfe,  it  would 
then  be  fufiiciently  early  to  talk  of  a 
fuccefibr. 

■  Mr.  Cornwall  faid,  that  if  the 
houfe  thought  proper  to  eleft  him 
to  the  chair,  he  Ihould  exert  his  en- 
deavours to  give  them  fatisfadiion  ; 
but  at  the  fame  time  expreffed  his 
confcioufnefs,  that  thofe  friends, 
A  4  who 
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who  were  defirous  of  railing  him  to 
an  arduous  and  important  poft,  had 
regarded  his  abilities  in  too  favour- 
able a  point  of  view  ;  and  that  after 
his  utmoft  exertions  he  flaould  be 
greatly  inferior  to  the  late  fpeaker. 
He  bcftovved  fome  compliments  up- 
on Mr.  Frederick  Montague  ;  and 
declared,  that  if  that  gentleman  had 
not  been  abfent  from  his  place  by  a 
fit  of  illnefs,  he  would  have  been 
much  more  equal  to  the  duties  of  the 
ofiicc  than  himfelf.  But  he  felt  the 
impropriety  of  troubling  the  houfe 
with  any  farther  obfervations  on 
himfelf;  and  fliould  therefore  eftcem 
it  a  duty  to  meettheir  judgment  and 
refolutions  with  the  moft  perledl 
fubmiffion  and  refpeft. 

As  the  miniftry  made  no  attempt 
to  juftify  their  behaviour  in  this 
tranfadion,  Sir  Fletcher  Norton 
rofe  again,  and  obferved,  that  if  any 
thing  could  induce  him  to  afpire 
once  more  to  the  honour  of  prefid- 
ing  in  that  houfe,  it  was  the  con- 
temptuous infult  which  he  had  re- 
ceived from  the  determined  lilence 
of  the  minifters,  whom  he  had  re- 
peatedly and  in  vain  defircd,  to  af- 
lign  fome  caufe  for  the  preient  mode 
of  difmiffing  him  from  the  chair.  If 
either  the  noble  lord  who  made  the 
motion,  or  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  feconded  it,  fuppofed  that 
he  at  any  time  had  been  culpable  in 
the  execution  of  his  office,  it  was 
incumbent  on  them  publicly  to  de- 
clare the  nature  of  his  guilt.  If  they 
flill  obftinately  refufed  to  give  any 
anfwer,  he  mull:  throw  himfelf  upon 
the  candour  of  the  hovife,  who  well 
knew  what  kind  of  interpretation  to 
give  to  lb  extraordinary  a  treat- 
ment. 

Mr.  Welbore  Ellis  now  rofe,  and 
declared,  that  he  conceived  every 
member  had  an  undoubted  right  to 
vote  for  anew  fpeaker  as  he  thought 


proper ;  that  he  had  no  defign  either 
to  infult  or  difgrace  Sir  Fletcher 
Norton,  of  whom  he  had  before 
fpoken  his  fmcere  opinion ;  but  he 
did  not  think,  after  the  alarming 
ftate  of  the  late  fpeaker's  health  the 
laftfeffion,  that  it  was  either  refpeft- 
ful  to  him,  or  confiftent  with  the 
public  good,  to  put  him  again  in 
the  chair.  The  prefent  fituationof 
political  affairs  was  fo  univerfally 
important,  that  every  toil  conne6ted 
with  the  office  of  a  fpeaker  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  would  probably 
be  augmented  ;  and  it  was  fit  the 
burthen  ftiould  be  transferred  to  one, 
who  being  lefs  advanced  in  age,  and 
poffeffed  of  greater  flrength,  ^ould 
be  thereby  rendered  more  equal  to 
the  fupport  of  it. 

Lord  Mahon  expreffed  his  fenfe  of 
the  greattalents  and  public  virtuesof 
Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  and  thought 
no  other  perfon  fliould  be  placed  ia 
the  chair.  He  conlidered  the  informa- 
tions which  had  been  given,  concern- 
ing the  health  of  that  gentleman, 
to  be  extremely  ridiculous  when 
proceeding  from  the  miniftry,  as 
they  fhould  certainly  have  been  com- 
municated only  by  himfelf.  He 
farther  remarked,  that  the  liberties 
affiimed  by  fecretaries  of  ftate  to 
diftate  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  in 
a  matter  of  fuch  importance  as  the 
eleftion  of  a  fpeaker,  was  lingular 
and  unbecoming  ;  and  that  he  fliould 
the  rather  oppofe  the  motion,  be- 
caufe  it  was  made  by  a  member  of 
that  adminiftration,  whofe  baleful 
mcafures  had  loaded  their  country 
with  difgrace  and  diftrefs,  had  a- 
bridgedthe  inheritance  of  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  and  entailed  ruin  on  the 
houfe  of  Hanover. 

Mr.  Rigby,  pay-mafter  of  the 
forces,  remarked,  that  this  was  the 
firfi:  debate  in  which  he  had  ever 
heard  it  allerted,  that  there  was  any 
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thing  of  mfuit,  difgrace,  or  con- 
tempt to  any  man,  in  appointing  a 
fpeaker;  or  that  any  gentleman  was 
expected  to  ftate  his  reaibns  why  he 
recommended,  or  why  he  voted  for 
this  or  that  particuhir  candidate- 
He  had  always  undcritood  that  when 
a  new^  parliament  was  lummoned, 
every  individual  member  had  a  right 
to  give  his  vote  as  he  pleafed  for  a 
new  fpeaker;  and  he  challenged  the 
moll  learned  of  the  law  to  prove, 
that  it  was  any  part  of  the  confti- 
tutional  law  of  parliament,  that 
when  a  member  was  once  elefted  to 
the  chair  of  the  houfe,  he  was  to 
iit  there  jufl:  as  long  as  he  pleafed, 
unlefs  fome  charge  of  criminality 
could  be  made  out  againll  him.  He 
alfo  exprefled  his  difapprobation  of 
the  freedom  that  Sir  Fle'cher  Nor- 
ton had  taken  with  the  king,  in  the 
fpeech  that  he  had  addrefl'edto  him 
on  the  augmentationof  his  '•evenue  ; 
and  thought  that  the  conduft  of  the 
late  fpeaker  had  been  liable  to  ob- 
jeftion,  in  his  having  negle61cd  to 
maintain  that  regularity  and  order, 
which  ought  always  to  be  obferved 
in  the  proceedings  of  that  houfe. 
Several  other  gentlemen  fpoke  in 
this  debate,  after  which  the  houfe 
divided,  when  there  appeared  in 
fupport  of  the  motion  for  appoint- 
ing Mr.  Cornwall  fpeaker  203,  and 
againfl  it  1 34.^ 

The  -day  following,  the  firil:  of 
November,  his  majeity  teftificd  his 
approbation  of  the  new  fpeaker, 
and  then  addreffed  both  houfes  in  a 
fpeech  from  the  throce;  in  v/hich 
he  informed  them,  that  it  was  with 
more  than  ordinary  fatisfacTtiou  he 
met  them  in  parliament,  at  a  time 
when  the  late  eletlions  might  aftbrd 
him  an  opportunity  of  receivlag  the 
nioft  certain  inform.ation  of  the  dif- 
polition  and  wifues  of  his  people,  to 
which  he  was  always  inclined  to  pay 


the  utmoft  attention  and  regard.  His 
majefty  farther  obferved,  that  by 
the  force  which  the  lall  parliament 
had  put  into  his  hands,  and  by  the 
bleffing  of  divine  Providence  on  the 
bravery  of  his  fleets  and  armies,  he 
had  been  able  to  withlland  the  for- 
mid  dile  attempts  of  his  enemies,  and 
to  fruilrate  the  great  expeftations 
they  had  formed;  and  he  trailed, 
that  the  iignal  fucceffes  which  had 
attended  the  progrefs  of  his  arms,  in 
the  provinces  of  Georgia  and  Caro- 
lina, would  have  important  confe- 
quences  in  bringing  the  war  to  a 
happy  conclufion.  It  was  his  molt 
eai-nelt  deiire  to  fee  this  great  end 
accomplilhed  ;  but  he  was  confi- 
dent, that  they  would  agree  with 
him  in  opinion,  that  fafe  and  ho- 
nourable terms  of  peace  could  be 
fecured  only  by  inch  powerful  and 
refpedable  preparations,  as  fliould 
convince  their  enemies,  that  they 
would  not  fubmit  to  receive  the  law 
from  any  powers  whatfoever,  and 
that  they  were  united  in  a  firm  refolu- 
tion  to  decline  no  difiiculty,  or  ha- 
zard, in  the  detence  of  their  coun- 
try, and  for  the  prefervation  of 
their  elTential  interefts.  His  majefty 
farther  declared,  that  he  faw  and 
felt,  with  great  anxiety  and  concern, 
that  the  various  fervices  of  the  war 
mufl,  unavoidably,  be  attended  with 
great  and  heavy  expences ;  but  he 
defired  them  to  grant  him  fuch  fup- 
plies  only,  as  their  own  fecurity, 
and  lalling  welfare,  and  the  exigen- 
cy of  afi:airs  lliould  be  found  to  re- 
quire. 

Anaddrefs  of  thanks,  containing^ 
as  ufual  on  thefe  occnfions,  an  echo 
of.  the  royal  fpeech,  wos  nioved  for 
by  Mr.  De  Grey,  one  of  the  lords 
commiifioners  of  trade  arvd-  planta- 
tions, and  fccondedby  Sir  Richard 
Sutton,  one  of  the  lords  of  the  trea- 
fury.      Thefe    gentlemen    pointed 
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out  the  neceffity  there  was  that  all 
parties  fliould   anite  in  the  determi- 
nation to  fupport  with  frefii  fplrit, 
and  with    increafed  refourccs,   the 
continuance  of  the  war.     The  dif- 
trefles  of  the  empire,  it  was    faid, 
were  arguments  tor  the  profecution 
of  hoililities  againft  thofe  foes,  who, 
jealous  of  the  magnitude  of  its  pow- 
er, and  eager   to  deftroy  it,  might 
entertain  the  hope  of  conqueft,  un- 
lefs,  fuperior  to  calamity,  thegreat- 
nefs  of  its  exertions  lliould  be    re- 
doubled in  proportion  to  the  violence 
by  which  it  was  attacked.     The  un- 
natural   combination    of   America 
with   France,  had  given  a  new  ap- 
pearance to  the  conteft  between  the 
mother  country  and  the  colonies.  It 
was  no  longer  a  queftion  of  allegi  - 
ance  and  independency  between  us 
^nd  our  colonies ;  but  whether   we 
fhould  relinquifli    thofe  invaluable 
provinces  in  favour  of  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon.     High   encomiums  were 
alio  bellowed  on  the  exploits  of  Earl 
CornwalUs,  and  other  Britilli  ofiicers, 
in  North  America;  and  thefe   fuc- 
celTes  were  mentioned  as  affording  a 
jull  ground  for  the  moft  fanguine 
expectations,  that  the  iifue  of   the 
war   would  be   fortunate  to  Great 
Britain. 

An  amendment  was  moved  by 
Mr.  Thomas  Grenville,  by  which 
great  part  of  the  propofed  addrefs 
was  to  have  been  omitted  ;  fo  that 
it  would  have  contained  little  tnore 
than  a  general  dechiration  of  the 
convidlion  of  parliament,  that  the 
prefent  arduous  iituation  of  public 
affairs  called  upon  them  for  the  moft 
adflve  and  fpirited  exertions  ;  and 
an  affurance  of  their  determination 
to  avail  themfelves  of  all  the  means 
within  their  power  for  the  purpofe 
of  adminiftering  to  the  defence  of 
this  country,  and  of  preferving  its 
eflential  interefts  in  full  fecurity  and 


vigour.     He  obferved,  that  though 
he  was  ready  to  concur  in  any  pro- 
feffions  of  loyalty  and    attachment 
to  his  majefty,  yet  he  fliould  refufe 
his  vote  to  thofe  unworthy  claufes, 
by  which  the  houfe  feemed  to  pledge 
themfelves  for  the   continuance  of 
hoftillties  againft  America.     At  this 
alarming   jundlure,    it  became  the 
wifdom  of  parliament,  to  guard  a- 
gainlf    incautious   promifes    to   the 
throne,  that  they  would  fupport  the 
meafures  of  the  minillry  ;  meafures 
which,  being  calculated  to  protract 
a  defperate,  unnatural,  and  expen- 
five  war,  muft  add  to  the  calamities 
of  the  empire  ;  and,  if  permitted  to 
prevail,  accelerate  and  confirm  its 
ruin.     As   to  the  fucceffes   which 
had  been  lately  obtained  in  Ameiica, 
there  was  little  reaibn  to  expert  that 
they  were  fufficient  to  induce   the 
colonies  to  fubmit  to  this  country. 
The  advantages  refulting  from  the 
conqueft  of  Charles-town,    and  the 
fubmiffion  of  the  Carolinians,  were 
neither  durable  nor  important  :  for, 
on  the  firft  appearance  of  the  troops 
commanded  by  general  Gates,  great 
numbers  of  the  inhabitants  deferted 
from  the  roj'al  ftandard,  and  again 
inlifted  under  the^  banners  of  Ame- 
rica.    This  incident  alone,  ainidft  a 
multitude,  all   equall)'-   decifive   of 
an    inveterate  antipathy  to  the  go- 
vernment  of   Great  Britain,  flood 
forward  as  the  unqueftionable  proof 
that  our  moft  animated  and  enlarged 
exertions  could  never  effe£t  the  total 
fubjugatlon   of  the  colonifts.     Per- 
feverance  in  the  attempt  muft  drive 
us  to  difgrace  and  ruin  ;  whilft  not 
only  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  but  every 
power  in  Europe,   would  rife  upon 
the  fall  of  a  deferted  empire. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrickfeconded  the  mo- 
tion for  the  amendment,  and  urged 
various  reafons  againft  agreeing  to 
the  ^iddrefs  as  it  was  firft  propofed. 
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But  Mr.  Pukeney  defended  the  ad- 
drefs  in  its  original  'ftate  ;  and  re- 
marked, that  as  the  attention  of  all 
Europe  appeared  fixed  upon  the  con- 
duft  of  the  prefent  parliament,  and 
every  power,  whether  neutral  or 
belligerent,  might  reap  advantages, 
or  futfer  detriment,  from  their  pro- 
ceedings, it  would  be  impolitic  to 
addreis  his  majeily  in  a  form  of  lan- 
guage, which  could  hereafter  be  re- 
prefented  as  implying  a  diftruil;  in 
our  refources,  and  a  pufiUanimous 
alarm  at  the  preparations  of  our  ene- 
mies. Although  the  opinion  of  the 
majority  within  the  houfe  fliould 
prove  averfe  to  the  continuance 
of  hoftilities  in  America,  it  would 
be  at  once  dangerous  and  impolitic 
to  fuffer  it  to  be  known  abroad. 
The  fentiments  of  individuals  out 
of  doors,-  whether  real  or  pretended, 
were  criminally  difperfed  amongll 
the  multitude,  by  daring  pamph- 
lets, and  licentious  converfations. 
It  ought  to  be  regarded  as  high  trea- 
fon  to  prefume  to  juftity,  either  in 
public  writings,  or  by  verbal  affer- 
tions,  that  refiftance  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, which  the  legiflature  of  Great 
Britain  had  deemed  rebellion.  With- 
in the  walls  of  parliament,  the  ne- 
ce'flary  freedom  of  debate  would 
countenance  difcuffions  coiicernlng 
the  propriety  of  the  revolt  of  our 
colonifts.  In  fuch  a  place  it  might 
be  fair  to  urge  the  juftice  of  their 
appeal  to  arms.  But  furely  it  mull 
be  an  oftenee  againil  the  law  to  pro- 
pagate, either  in  printed  publica- 
tions, or  at  debating  focieties,  or  in 
private  compimies,  the  doftrine  that 
America  was  juilificd  in  difobeying 
and  railing  her  hand  againft  the 
power  of  the  parent  ftate.  If  our 
codes  had  not  denounced  a  punilli- 
ment  on  this  fp£cies  of  tranfgreffion, 
it  was  full  tim.e  ef^eftaally  to  chjck 
its  progrefs,  and  to  enact  a  penal 


flatute  that  might  defcrlbe  the  na- 
ture of  the  guilt,  and  the  exemp- 
lary retribution  which  ought  to  fol- 
low it.  He  acknowledged,  that  he 
had  himfelf  at  the  beginning  of  the 
war  with  America  thought  it  un- 
juft,  and  he  had  contended  that  it 
was  lb  in  that  houfe  ;  but  thinking, 
as  he  then  did,  that  the  war  was 
unjuft,  he  had  never  conceived  that 
he  fliould  be  warranted  in  terming 
it  io  without  doors,  after  parliament 
had  chofen  to  pronounce  the  v/ar 
juft,  and  to  purfue  it  under  that 
idea.  But  a  change  of  c ire um (lan- 
ces had  made  a  change  in  his  fenti- 
ments concerning  it.  We  had  now 
given  up  the  taxation  of  America, 
which  would  have  been  injuftice,  as 
they  had  no  reprefentatives  in  par- 
liament ;  and  the  juftice  of  the  Ame- 
rican war  had  been  recognized,  and 
confirmed  repeatedly  by  parliament. 
In  this  ftate  of  things,  he  thought 
fuch  fentiments  llrould  not  be  thrown 
out,  as  were  calculated  to  reprefs  the 
ardour  of  the  people  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  their  profperity  and 
fplendour,  and  to  introduce  a  mi- 
ferable  defpondency,  ill  fuited,  in 
the  worft  of  times,  to  the  refour- 
ces of  the  ftate,  and,  at  the  prefent 
period,  unworthy  of  the  enlivening 
profpeft  which  appeared  in  thofe 
parts  of  the  globe,  where  our  mili- 
tary and  naval  operations  had  been 
fo  fuccefsfully  conducted. 

Thofe  parts  of  Mr.  Pukeney''^ 
fpcech  which  recommended  fevere 
penal  ftatutes  againft  thofe  who 
fhould  defend  the  refiftance  of  the 
Americans,  or  cenfure  the  war  a- 
gainft  thern  as  unjuft,  were  thought, 
at  leaft  vv^thout  doors,  to  contain 
_^  very  extraordinary  fentiments  for  a 
Britlfh  fenatorj  and  not  the  lefs 
extraordinary,  as  coming  from  a 
gentleman,  who  had  foi-merly,  in 
the   m.oft  explicit  terms,    cenfured 
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the  American  war  as  unjuft.  His 
idea  of  confining  the  freedom  of 
fpeech  within  the  walls  of  parlia- 
ment, and  of  banifhing  it  from  the 
reft  of  the  kingdom,  was  not  likely 
to  be  much  reliihed  by  the  people 
of  England  :  and,  indeed,  the  houfe 
had  more  wifdom  than  to  make  any 
attemp^t  towards  llich  an  invafion, 
or  abridgment  of  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  as  muft  have  been  compre- 
hended in  fuch  penal  Itatutes  as 
were  recommended. 

Sir  Horace  Mann,  in  the  courfc 
of  this  debate,  declared  himfelf  of 
opinion,  that  declamations  tending 
to  give  the  world  an  idea,  that  our 
refources  were  exhauil:ed,  and  that 
we  ourfelves  were  in  a  flate  of  def- 
pondency,  ill  became  Engliflnnen 
at  any  time,  but  leaft  of  all  in  a 
moment  of  real  difficulty  and  dan- 
ger, in  a  moment  when  the  moil: 
powerful  confederacy  that  ever  was 
iormed,  threatened  us  with  deftruc- 
tion.  To  look  with  intrepidity  on 
furrounding  dangers,  and,  as  the 
difficulties  accumulated,  to  glow 
with  a  redoubled  ardour,  was  the 
diftinguifliing  charafterillic  of  our 
anceftors.  Strangers  to  defpair,  they 
prefTed  forward  ;  beheld  with  a  col- 
lefted  fpirit  every  gathering  cala- 
mity ;  and  rofe,  amidft  a  multitude 
of  enerniies,  by  fortitude  and  perfe- 
verance,  to  conqueft  and  to  glory. 
Such  was  the  great  example  which 
they  had  left  us,  and  it  was  an  ex- 
ample which  ought  to  be  copied  at 
the  prefent  period.  The  American 
war  did  not  originate  from  the  ml- 
niilry ;  the  latent  fparks  of  it  were 
burning  before  they  became  polVef- 
fed  of  the  adminiftration ;  and  it 
was,  therefore,  abfurd  to  be  now 
lofing  time  in  accufations,  and  in 
fruitlefs  attempts  to  charge  any  par- 
ticular fet  of  men  as  the  authors  of 
the   prefent    difficulties.     America 


had  in  an  hofcile  manner  allied  her- 
felf  to  France,  the  adual  foe  of 
Great  Britain,  and  ^pain  had  joined 
in  the  confederacy.  Each  of  the 
three  powers  who  formed  the  league, 
were  to  be  regarded  with  eoaul  jea- 
loufy,  and  to  be  oppofed  with  equal 
exertion  ;  Amei  ica  as  well  as  France 
and  Spain ;  France  and  Spain  as 
well  as  America.  A  natural  regard 
for  the  prefervation  of  whatever 
could  be  dear  to  us,  required  that 
we  fliould  make  war  on  all :  for,  if 
the  llrength  of  the  contention  fhould 
be  turned  away  from  the  one,  and 
direfted  folely  againft  the  remaining 
tvvo  ;  thefe  lafl,  invigorated  by  our 
impolitic  indulgence  to  the  former, 
might  oblHnately  maintain  their 
ground,  protiaft  the  termination  of 
hoifilities,  and  leffen  the  advantages 
of  peace.  The  proper  inquiry, 
therefore,  now  was,  how  the  ope- 
i-ations  of  the  war  could  be  beft  car- 
ried on  by  us,  to  anfvver  the  great 
end  of  breaking  the  union  of  the 
three  powers,  and  rendering  inef- 
feftual  their  attempts  todellroy  our 
naval  force,  and  to  ruin  our  com- 
merce. He  farther  remarked,  that 
powerful  as  the  prefent  confederacy 
undoubtedly  was,  he  could  not  think 
it  fo  alarming  and  tremendous,  as 
fome  gentlemen  imagined  it  to  be- 
AU  confederacies  carried  in  them 
principles  of  difunion.  The  pre- 
fent confederacy  was  formed  by 
powers,  the  mod  unlikely  to  coal- 
efcc  with  cordiality  for  any  conti- 
nuance, that  could  pollibly  join  to- 
gether. The  coloniib,  who  were 
Proteilants,  who  had  aflerted  that 
they  drew  the  fword  for  the  defence 
of  their  invaded  freedom,  formed 
an  alliance  with  a  nation  in  whofe 
dictionary  It  was  impoffible  to  find 
the  word  ;  even  with  the  French,  a 
race  of  Roman  Catholics,  whom  no 
perfon,  endowed  with  common  un- 
derftand- 
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dcrftnndinEf,  could  really  fuppofe  to 
have  pluirged  into  the  dilliculties  and 
the  expence  of  war,  for  the  purpole 
of  giving  liberty  and  independence 
to  America.  He  concluded  with 
inculcating  the  neceffity  of  prole- 
cuting  ihe_war  with  redoubled  \i- 
gour;  ot  componlating  for  the  want 
of  allies  by firmnefs  ;,nd  unanimity; 
and  of  acquiring,  by  the  force  of 
arms,  thofe  advantages  which  were 
the  probable  r^-wa:ds  of  gallantry 
and  perieverance. 

Mr.  Thomas  Townfhend  lament- 
ed that  there  fl-iouid  appear  fo  fixed 
a  determination  to  profecute  the  A- 
ineritan  war,  which  he  now  con- 
lidered  to  be  the  favourite  obje6i:  of 
government.  io  that  object  all 
others  were  facrificed.  The  admi- 
niilration  had  lent  young  regiments 
tinder  unexperienced  officers  to  the 
Welt  Indies,  to  the  great  danger  of 
our  illands  there,  whilft  our  veterans 
were  employed  in  America.  He 
vvifliedthat  the  amendment  propoled 
to  the  addrefs  might  be  agreed  to, 
becaufe  it'  would  prevent  the  houle 
from  precipitately  pledging  them- 
felves  to  that  ruinous  meafure:  and 
he  hoped  the  hoLife  would  not  be 
drawn  in,  year  after  year,  to  fup- 
port  the  hopelefs  and  deftruftlye 
American  war.  It  was  true,  that 
our  anceflors  had  often  delivered 
themfelves  from  imminent  dangers 
by  the  energy  and  fpirit  of  their  con- 
duct :  but  the  Britifn  nation  had,  at 
no  preceding  period,  been  in  afimi- 
iar  fituation  to  the  prefent.  The 
vvifdom  of  our  ancellors  engaged 
them  to  form  leagues,  during  a  time 
of  war,  with  thole  powers  which 
were  the  moft  dltlinguiflied  by  their 
refpe^tability  and  importance.  Hence 
arofe  a  brilliant  feries  of  fuceeffes, 
that  ultimately  ellablifhed  a  durable 
and  advantageous  peace.  But  to 
fuch  a  peace  we  could  never  be  led 


by   our  frantic  perfeverancc  in  the 
unnatural  conteft  with  America. 

Mr.  Fox  obferved,  that  his  ma- 
jefty's  fjieech  from  the  throne  had 
not  brought  any  tidings  of  confola- 
tion,  or  enlivened  the  habitual 
gloominefs  of  the  profpe6t,  by  even. 
diltant  views  ot  an  amendment  in 
that  reproachful  i)lan  of  politics, 
fodubborniy  adhered  to  by  the  fer- 
vants  of  the  crown.  It  feemed  to 
be  the  height  of  ridicule,  and  a  pre- 
meditated infult  on  the  feelings  of 
the  people,  when  it  was  declared, 
in  the  fpeech,  that  "  the  late  elec- 
"  tions  had  aftbrded  his  majelly  an 
"  opportunity  of  receiving  the  moll 
'*  certain  information  of  their 
"  wiflres."  Did  this  extraordinary 
idea  arife  from  the  remembrance  of 
the  fudden  diflblution  of  the  bill 
parliament,  the  fealbn  at  which  it 
had  been  permitted  to  take  place, 
and  the  unworthy  artifices  which 
had  been  employed  to  bias  the  con- 
flituents  in  their  choice  of  reprefen- 
tatives  ?  He  hoped  the  day  might 
come  when  the  houfe  would  tho- 
roughly invelligate  this  criminal 
proceeding,  and  drag  forward  to  the 
public  indignation  the  miniliers  from 
whom  it  had  originated.  It  was  an 
acSt  committed  by  Health,  that  afto- 
niflied  and  alarmed  the  multitude, 
altliough  it  made  no  great  impref- 
fion  upon  him,  who  having  turned 
his  eye?,  for  a  preceding  length  of 
time,  to  every  operation  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  ftate,  could  fathom  all 
their  views,  and  eafily  foretel  that 
a  general  elettion  would  ftart  up, 
when  neither  the  conftituent;s  nor 
the  candidates  were  fufficiently  pre- 
pared to  fruftrate  the  infidious  de- 
figns  of  government;  when  many 
voters  were  employed  to  gather  in 
the  harveft ;  when  the  encampments 
yet  remained  ;  and  when  gentlemen 
bearing  eoramiliions  in  the  militia, 

and 
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and  abfent  on  tlie  fervice,  were  re- 
moved to  a  diftance  from  thofeplaces, 
in  the  faithful  reprefentation  of 
which  they  had  oppofed  and  ccn- 
fured  the  ruiaous  and  difgraceful 
management  of  public  atTairs.  Thus, 
from  an  unwiUingnefs  to  gratify  the 
wilhes  of  the  people,  and  from  a 
total  difregard  to  the  maintenance 
of  tranquility  within  the  illand,  the 
minifters  had  even  laboured  to  ren- 
der the  rapid  modes  of  diflblving 
one  pavliar-nent,  and  eft"  choofmg  an- 
other, hoftile  to  the  privileges  of 
the  fiibjeft,  and  to  the  fpirit  of  the 
conllitution.  The  officers  of  the 
crown,  he  farther  remarked,  were 
amenable  to  public  inquiry  for  their 
prefumptuous  and  alarming  viola- 
tion of  the  principles  of  the  confti- 
tution,  when  they  commanded  the 
military,  in  every  part  of  England, 
even  in  towns  where  the  riots  had 
either  fubfided,  or  never  broken 
forth,  to  aft  difcretionally,  without 
waiting  for  the  intervention  of  the 
civil  maglftrate.  This  guilt,  fo 
daring  in  its  nature,  was  highly 
aggravated,  by  their  adherence  to 
the  perpetration  of  it,  until  all  the 
popular  eleftions  were  concluded  : 
for,  prevloufly  to  that  period,  the 
»orders  were  not  withdrawn. 

It  had  been  faid,  that  expreffions 
of  defpondency  at  the  prefent  pe- 
riod were  very  unworthy  of  Eng- 
lifhmen,  whatever  might  be  the 
dangers  of  the  flate :  and  he  ad- 
mitted, that  no  paffion  could  be 
more  ©dious  and  unnatural  to  the 
gallant  temper  of  an  Englilbman 
than  defpair.  But  at  the  prefent 
moment  of  embarraffment  and  dif- 
trefs,  when  the  brighteft  jewel  was 
torn  from  the  royal  diadem,  when 
America  was  diffevered  from  the 
Bricifli  empire,  never  to  be  re-un- 
jied  ;  when  a  fpirit  of  revolt  ap- 
peared waiting  only  for  an  oppor- 


tunity to  blaze  out,  In  thofc  dlfguft- 
ed  territories  that  yet  remained ;  at 
fnch  a  time,  to  approach  the  thrane 
with  congratulatory  addrefles,  was 
not  loyalty,  but  cruel  mockery  and 
infult.  Was  it  defpair,  to  perfift 
in  offering  to  the  confideration  of 
the  houfe,  fuch  fentiments  and  ad- 
vice as  the  exigencies  of  the  moment 
might  obviouily  fuggeft;  to  invefti- 
gate  our  real  force  by  a  comparifoa 
with  that  which  was  exerted  to  op- 
pofe  it ;  and  to  deliben'.te  on  the  po- 
licy of  profecuting  thofe  enter- 
prizes,  from  which  little  profpeft  of 
advantage  appeared,  and  which 
might  involve  the  ftate  in  mifery  and 
deftruftion  ? 

In  the  addrefs  which  was  pro- 
pofed,  Mr.  Fox  remarked,  that  the 
bleffings  of  his  majefty's  reig"n  were 
to  be  recognized  J  but  In  this  he 
could  not  concur,  as  he  was  not  ac- 
quainted with  thofe  bleffings.  The 
prefent  reign  had  been  one  continu- 
ed feries  of  difgrace,  mfsfortune,  and 
calamity.  It  had  alfo  been  aiked, 
whether  honourable  mention  ought 
not  to  be  made  of  the  late  fucceffes 
in  America,  and  of  the  gallant  offi- 
cer's by  whom  they  had  been  obtain- 
ed? To  this  he  fliouid  anfwer,  that 
he  would  not  thank  his  own  bro- 
ther, who  was  now  ferving  in  Ame- 
rica, for  any  fuccefs  he  might  ob- 
tain: as  longiishe  lived,  he  never 
would  join  in  a  vote  of  thanks  to  any 
officer,  whofe  laurels  were  gathered 
in  the  American  war.  His  reafon 
was,  that  he  hated  and  detelled  the 
war:  he  regarded  it  as  the  fountain- 
head  of  all  the  mifchief,  and  of  all 
the  calamities,  under  which  this 
country  now  laboured.  Much  had 
been  laid  of  the  efforts  which  had 
been  made  by  this  country  during 
the  courfe  of- the  prefent  war ;  and 
it  was  afi'erted,  that  we  had  aftonifh- 
ed  all  Europe   by    our   exertions. 

This 


FOREIGN      HISTORY. 


•5 


This  he  ftiould  not  controvert ;  but 
fhould  onLy.obfcrve,  that  the  violent 
efforts  of  Great  Britain  relembled 
the  ungovernable  fury  of  a  lunaiic, 
who,  aiming  at  impoffibilities,  for 
the  moment,  exceeds  in  force  the 
well-dire6ted  ftruggles  of  indivi- 
duals polTeiled  of  underftanding. 
The  latter  might  perfevcre  and 
conquer.  The  former,  enfeebled 
by  exertions,  becomes  at  length  the 
viftiin  of  his  own  phrenzy.  Mr. 
Fox  farther  added,  that  notvvith- 
ilanding  the  advantages  which  had 
been  gained  in  America,  he  was  well 
convinced,  that  the  minifterlalprof- 
peds  of  fuccefs  would  ftill  be  clofed 
by  merited  delulion.  He  was,  there- 
fore, entirely  againll:  the  addrefs  as 
it  originally  flood,  and  fliould  vote 
for  the  amendment. 

Lord  George  Germain  obferved, 
that  notwithilanding  the  defponding 
ideas  that  had  been  thrown  out,  he 
faw  no  rcal'on  for  adopting  melan- 
choly fentiments.  The  laft  .cam- 
paign had  not  been  unfuccefsful.  In 
America  we  had  gained  confiderably. 
In  the  Weft  Indies,  what  advanta- 
ges had  France  and  Spain  to  boaft  of, 
notwithftanding  the  great  fuperiority 
of  Monf.  Guichen  over  Admiral 
Rodney  ?  The  Britilh  admiral  had 
now  the  command  of  thofe  feas,  and 
the  important  iiland  of  Jamaica, 
which,  day  after  day,  for  the  wlxole 
fummer  together,  we  had  been 
taught  to  believe  loft,  was  perfeftly 
fecure.  Next  year,  he  v/ould  ven- 
ture to  aflure  the  houfe,  we  ftiould 
have  a  fleet  fuperior,  both  in  num- 
ber of  ftiips,  and  in  point  of  equip- 
ment, to  any  we  ever  had,  either  in 
this,  or  the  laft  war.  As  to  the 
American  war,  he  had  never  enter- 
tained but  one  opinion  of  it ;  and  that 
was,  that  it  was  juft  from  the  be- 
ginning ;  that  it  was  a  neceflary  war; 
&  war  which  had  been  unavoidably 


begun,  in  fupporr  of  the  undoubted 
rights  of  Great  Britain,  and  of  the 
Biitifli  parliament ;  and  a  war  which 
he  had  the  greateft  hopes  might  be 
brought,  and  that  fpeedily,  to  a 
happy  and  honourable  conclufion. 
He  admitted,  that  the  congrefs 
would  inftantly  open  a  negociation 
with  Great  Britain,  provided  that 
the  independency  of  America  were 
acknowledged  by  the  latter;  but 
this  was  an  idea  that  he  fpurned  at, 
as  diftionourable  and  ruinous.  Such 
circuraftances  ftill  exlfted  as  o-ave 
ground  to  imagine,  that  the  colonies 
might  be  brought  back  to  their  al- 
legiance, and  form  again  a  peace- 
able and  happy  portion  of  the  em- 
pire. The  conviction  tha^  a  majo- 
rity of  the  Americans  were  ftill  at- 
tached  to  Great  Britain,  ftill  anxious 
to  return  to  their  ancient  connexion, 
fliould  operate  as  an  incentive  to  the 
maintenance  of  a  war  that  can  alone 
enable  them  to  throw  oft'  the  yoke 
of  congrefs,  and  change  the  miferleg 
of  feivitude  and  civil  confulion  for 
freedom  and  tranquillity. 

Lord  Mahon  made  fome  general 
obfervations  on  the  occurrences  of 
the  American  war,  and  declared  his 
relblution  to  withhold  his  vote  from 
an  addrefs,  of  which  the  language 
appeared  to  pledge  the  houfe  for  the 
fupport  of  minlfters,  whofe  baneful 
politics  had  brought  the  country  to 
the  verge  of  ruin.  He  remarked, 
that  the  pleafing  hopes  of  reconcili- 
ation between  the  colonies  and  the 
parent  ftate  were  daflied  away,  when 
the  fervants  of  the  crown  treated 
with  a  contemptuous  negle£l  the  pe- 
tition prefented  from  America  by- 
Mr.  Penn  ;  and  when  a  fimilar  im- 
polkic  and  wanton  di (regard  was 
fliewn  to  the  intelligence,  that  the 
committee  of  congrefs  had  refolved, 
to  offer  to  fecure  to  Great  Britain 
the  p;i\ment  of  the  whole  national 

debts 


1 6 


BRITISH       AND 


debt,  in  the  fpjce  of  one  hundred 
years,  provided  that  flie  would  have^ 
relinquiihed  the  coercive  phms  of 
the  adminillratlon.  Several  other 
members  fpoke  in  the  debate;  but, 
irpon  a  divllion,  the  addrefs,  as  it 
was  firft  moved,  was  carried  by  a 
majority  of  203  to  1 34. 

In  the  houfe  of  peers  a  fimilar  ad- 
drefs to  his  majelfy  was  moved  for, 
hat  it  did  not  give  rife  to  inuch  de- 
bate. The  great  leaders  of  oppofi- 
tion  in  that  houfe  did  not  think  pro- 
per to  exert  themfelves  on  the  pre -- 
lent  occaiion.  But  the  earl  of  Weft- 
morcland,  who  moved  for  the  ad- 
drefs, made  fome  obfervations  that 
were  thoup;ht  rather  extraordinary. 
His  lordihjp,  after  fpeaking  in  high 
terms  of  ti.e  bappincfs  enjoyed  un- 
der his  majcfty's  jull:  and  confiitu- 
tional  government,  remarked,  that 
one  Gonfpicuous  proof  and  exam- 
ple of  the  king's  regard  to  the  con- 
llitution  and  liberties  of  his  coun- 
try was,  his  conduft  during  the  hue 
riots.  When  private houfes  were  in 
femes,  when  the  prifons  were  open- 
ed:, when  force  and  outrage  were 
exercifed  againft  both  houfes  of 
parliament,  when  the  bank  was  in 
danger,  and  the  metropolis  in  the 
rncft  imminent  hazard  of  being  laid 
in  aflies  ;  then  the  king  interpofed 
the  force,  with  which  he  had  been 
inta-ufted  by  the  former  parliament, 
iov  the  falvation  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, of  the  public  liberties,  and  of 
the  ftate.  Every  king  would  not 
have  obferved  the  fame  conduft; 
fome  would  have  feized  the  oppor- 
tunity of  turning  the  arms  or  an  en- 
raged populace  againft  the  civil  con- 
fiitution  ;  and,  uniting  their  arms 
with  thofe  of  the  milirary,  have 
trampled  upon  the  rights  of  the  fub- 
jefl.     Such  was  the  late  conduft  of 


a  northern  potentate,  who  had  di- 
rected the  fury  of  the  people,  and 
turned  their  power  againft  the  fenatc. 
But  this  condu6t.  had  not  been  imi- 
tated by  his  majefty,  who  had  a£ied 
like  the  father  of  his  people.  Thefe 
obfervations  were  not  taken  much 
notice  of  in  the  houfe  of  peers,  tho* 
they  met  with  fome  aniinadverfion 
in  the  houfe  of  commons,  from  Mr- 
Fox  :  and  it  was  thought  not  a  little 
remarkable,  without  doors,  that 
overturning  the  conftitution  by  the 
power  of  the  crown  iliould  be  confi- 
dered  in  parliament  as  fo  veiy  prac- 
ticable a  meafure  ;  and  that  an  Eng- 
lifli  peer  fi-.ould  fpeak  of  the  king  as 
having  conferred  an  obligation  on 
the  people,  becaufe  he  had  not  en- 
flaved  them. 

The  marquis  of  Carmarthen  made 
fevcral  objections  to  the  addrefs ; 
and  remarked,  that  it  was  in  every 
body's  mouth,  and  the  world  be- 
lieved it  to  be  true,  that  the  coun- 
cils in  the  cabinet  were  fluftuating 
and  various.  There  were  different 
faftions  even  among  adminiftration 
themfelves.  What  one  minifter  or 
counfcllor  was  for,  another  was  a- 
gainrt  ;  one  counfel  was  adopted  to- 
day, another  to-morrow;  one  day 
the  word  was,  Pufti  the  war  with  vi- 
gour ;  the  next.  Let  us  try  what 
we  can  do  by  negociation  ;  let  us  try 
what  we  can  do  in  Europe,  or  in 
America.  One  plan  of  operation  is 
fent  to  America  this  month,  and 
the  next,  before  that  has  been  tried, 
another  is  fent  totally  different.  He 
evpefted,  therefore,  210  good  from 
the  prefent  war,  or  from  the  con- 
duflors  of  it.  The  Earl  of  Abing- 
don alfo  exprefled  his  total  difappro- 
bation  of  the  addrefs.  But,  upon 
a  divifion,  it  was  carried  by  a  majo- 
rity of  68  1023. 
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of  Nations  by  the  Etiglijh  at  the  Dutch  Ifland  of  St.  Martin.  Debate  on 
the  Navy  Ejiimates.  Supplies  granted  to  his  Majcfy.  Motion  for  Naval 
Papers  made  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers  by  the  Duke  of  Bolton. 


H  E   attention  of  the  Houfe 
of  Peers  was  fomcwhat  en- 
gaged, early  in   the  prefent  fcffion, 
Dy  an  aftair  of  a  rather  lingular  na- 
ture, which  happened  between  the 
earl   of  Pomfrec   and  the   duke   of 
Grafton.      The    bufinefs  was  firft 
opened  in  parliament,  on  the  3d  of 
iMovember,  by  the  chiincellor,  who 
obferved,  that    a  rumour  had  been 
fpread    ot    an    infult    having   been 
oftcred,  and  a  tarther  infult  threat- 
ened,   to    one  of  their   lordfiiips  ; 
that  the  whole  ot  the  report  was  fo 
uniformly  confiftent,  that  although 
it  was  impolfible  for  the  houfe  to 
take   up  the    nir.tter  in  its  prefent 
fiage,  or  tor  him  to  fuggeit  to  their 
lordfliips  what  would   be   the    pro- 
ceedings   which  might   poifibly   be 
neoefl'ary,     when    the    wholt    facT", 
and  all    its  relative   circumflances, 
were    formally    and   corrciftly    laid 
before  the  houfe,  yet  he  had  thought 
it  peculiarly  incumbent  on   him  to 
rife,  not  to  inform,  bur  to  remind 
their lordfhips,  with  all  due  rcfpedl, 
that  it  was  their  duty  to  take  fome 
llcp    in    rcLition    to   the    rumour, 
which  to  their  wifdom  ihould  feeni 
moll:  likely    to    refcue    the    houfe 
from  fo  foul    an   indignity,    as   it 
would   unavoidably    fuftain,    if  an 
infult  were  permitted  to  be  offered 
to    the  perfon    of  any    one    peer. 
He  added,  that  if  any  noble  lords 
prefent  were  in    polfelTion   of  the 
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fa6fs,     or    of  any  letters    relative 
thereto,  it  would  be  an  zA  of  du- 
ty on  their  p:n-ts,    and    of  obliga- 
tion to  the   houfe,  to  communicate 
the  fame  to  their  lordfiiips.      The 
earl   of   Jerfey  then  role,    and  in- 
formed   the  houfe,    that   a   corre- 
fpondence  tending  to  the  moft  feri- 
ous   confequences  had  taken  placC; 
between    two   noble    peers,  which, 
unlefs  proper    and   immediate  fteps 
were  taken  by  that  houfe,  might  be 
fatal  to  one  or  both  of  the  parties. 
He  acquainted  their  lordfhips,  that 
the  noblemen  meant  were  the  duke 
of  Grafton,  and  the  earl  of  Pom- 
fret  ;  and  he  therefore  moved,  that 
thefe  two  noblemen  fliould  be  fum- 
moned  to  attend  in  their  places  on 
fome  future  day.     Ic  was  accord- 
ingly agreed,  that  fummonfes  fliould 
be  ilTued  to   dlred  their  attendance 
on  the  6th  of  that  month. 

On  the  day  appointed,  the  two 
noblemen  attended  in  their  places, 
agreeably  to  order  :  when  the  chan- 
cellor obferved,  that  the  houfe  had 
been  acquainted,  that  a  correfpond- 
ence  had  taken  place  between  a  no- 
ble duke,  and  a  noble  earl,  mem- 
bers of  that  houfe,  which,  from  its 
complexion  and  tendency,  was 
likely  to  be  produdive  of  very  fa- 
tal confequences.  Upon  this  in- 
formation the  order  for  their  at- 
tendance had  been  made  by  the 
houfe,  and  as  he  perceived  that  in 
B  compliance 
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compliance  with  the  order  both  the 
lords  were  in  their  places,  and  as 
it  was  impoffible  tor  the  houfe  to 
proceed  farther  in  the  butmers, 
without  being  infoimed  ot  the  cir- 
,  cumftaiices  alluded  to,  it  was  ex- 
peded  that  the  noble  lords,  or  ei- 
ther of  them,  would  ftate  to  the 
houfe,  as  members,  how  far  they 
were  refpe<^tively  concerned.  The 
duke  of  Gr.tftoh  then  rofe,  and 
ftaiei  a  variety  oi  particulars  to  the 
houfe,  from  which  it  appeared, 
that  lord  Pomfret  had  been  induc- 
ed, by  total  mifapprehenfion,  and 
an  agitation  of  fpirits  occafioned  by 
uncaiinefs  of  mind,  to  fend  a  chal- 
lenge to  the  duke,  though  his  grace 
declared,  that  he  had  never  had 
any  difngrcement  whatever  with  the 
noble  earl  ;  that  he  had  always  en- 
tertained a  high  refpett  and  ef- 
teem  for  his  lordfliip  ;  and  that  of 
courfe  what  had  happened  feemed 
to  him  the  more  unaccountable. 
It  appeared,  that  the  earl  had  form- 
ed an  imagination,  that  the  duke  had 
provided  for  and  protected  one  Lang- 
llafF,  who  had  been  lord  Pomfret 's 
game-keeper,  and  whom  he  had 
lately  dilchargcd,  and  which  his 
lordlhip  confidered  as  a  very  high 
affront.  The  duke  had  afilired  the 
ear!,  that  he  was  fo  totally  unac- 
quainted wiih  Langftaff,  thxit  till 
he  had  receiyt'ed  a  challenge  from 
his  lordfliip  on  his  account,  he  had 
never  even  heard  of  his  name,  and 
that  he  neither,  diredly  nor  indi- 
reclly  had  any  hand  in  providing 
for  Langftaff^  who  had,  in  confe- 
quence  of  fome  other  interefr,  been 
made  alfiftant  to  the  officer  of  ex- 
cife  for  the  diilrift  of  Towceftcr, 
It  was  manifeft,  that,  through  the 
Vv^hole  tranfacStion,  the  duke  of 
Grafton  had  conduced  himielf  with 
great  propriety,  moderation,  and 
temper  ;  but  the  earl  ilill  continued 
fufpicioLis  and  diflatisfied,    and  re- 


peated his  challenge,  which  was 
couched  in  terms  of  a  very  oppro- 
brious nature.  Lord  Fomfret's 
letters  were  read,  after  which  his 
lordlhip  attempted  a  jullification  of 
himfelt,  in  which  he  ftated  his  rea- 
fons  for  perfifting  in  his  fufpicions 
concerning  the  duke  :  he  reprefcnt- 
ed  Langftaff  as  having  vowed  ven- 
geance againft:  him  on  his  being 
difmiffed  from  his  fervice  ;  that  he 
had  repeatedly  injured  him,  and 
even  formed  a  fchen.ie  to  mui-der 
<?ne  of  his  lordfliip's  Ions  ;  that  he 
was  under  perpetual  apprehenfions 
oi  fome  dangerous  attempts  againft 
the  life  of  himfelf,  his  wife,  and 
his  children,  from  this  man  ;  and 
he  appealed  to  the  houfe  whether 
he  had  not  juft  grounds  for  refent- 
ment.  His  lordlhip  fpoke  in  a  very 
pathetic  manner,  and  feemed  under 
much  dillrefs  of  mind.  After  fome 
debate,  he  was  committed  to  the 
Tower ;  and  the  houfe  refolved, 
that  the  condud  of  the  duke  of 
Grafton  had  been  "  perfectly  con- 
"  formable  to  the  principles  of  a 
"  mm  of  honour."  Lord  Pomfret 
continued  in  the  Tower  till  the  17th 
of  the  month,  when  his  lordfliip 
having  petitioned  the  houfe,  was 
brought  to  the  bar,  where  he  was 
reprimanded  by  the  fpeaker ;  after 
which  he  aflced  pardon  of  the 
houfe,  expreffed  his  convidion  that 
the  duke  6i  Grafton  had  not  been 
iniluenced  by  any  defign  to  affront 
him,  and  declared  upon  his  ho- 
nour, that  he  would  not  farther 
profecute  any  meafure  of  violence 
againll  his  grace's  perfon,  or  againft 
any  other  perfon,  upon  account  of 
any  fufpicions  that  he  had  enter- 
tained, or  'jny  thing  that  had  paff- 
ed  upon  this  occafion. 

In  confequence of  amotion  made, 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  by  Sir 
Philip  Jennings  Clerke,  on  the  6th 
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of  November,  that  *'  the  commif- 
*'  fioners  appointed,  by  an  ad  pafT- 
*'  ed  in  the  hift  feffion  of  parlia- 
"  ment,  for  examining,  taking,  and 
*'  Hating  the  pviblic  accounts,  do 
*'  forthwith  report  to  the  houfe 
*'  what  progrels  they  have  made 
*'  therein  ;"  and  which  was  carri- 
ed in  the  affirmative,  without  a  dif- 
fenting  voice ;  feveral  reports  of 
the  commiffioners  were  laid  before 
the  houfe  ;  from  which  it  appeared, 
that  thel'e  gentlemen  had  difcharg- 
ed  the  truif  repofdi  in  them  with 
great  affiduity  and  ability,  and  that 
fome  new  regulations  were  indif- 
penfably  necelfary  in  the  feveral 
offices  of  public  accounts. 

On  the  iLth  of  the  fame  month. 
Sir  Grey  Cc  oper  moved,  fcT  le.ive 
to  bring  in  a  bill,  that  an  att  of 
the  17th  of  his  prefent  majeity, 
entitled,  "  An  act  for  impuwering  his 
majetfy  to  fecure  and  conline  per- 
fons  guilty,  or  fufpeded  of  high 
treafon,  in  the  colonies,  or  on  the 
..ligh  feas,"  might  be  continued  in 
force  for  another  year.  He  re- 
marked, that  all  the  realons  which, 
during  the  preceding  year,  confpir- 
ed  to  juftify  the  fufpenfion  of  the 
Habeus  Corpus  Aft,  ftill  fublifted ; 
that  the  rebellion  in  the  American 
colonies  was  not  extinguiflied  ;  that 
they  were  confederated  with  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon ;  that  the  com- 
munication between  the  American 
continent  and  the  European  powers 
at  enmity  with  England  was  fliil 
preferved,  and  frequently  maintain- 
ed ;  and  that,  unlefs  the  two 
branches  of  the  former  aft  fliould 
be  continued  beyond  the  month  of 
January  following,  to  which  the 
operations  of  their  power  ftood  con- 
fined, no  prifoner  charged  with 
high  treafon  could  thenceforward 
be  detained  ;  and  nearly  four  hun- 
dred perfons,    at  prefent   in    dole 


cuflody,  would  unavoidably  recover 
their  treedom.  Sir  George  Yonge 
obferved,  that  the  point  in  queftion 
was  of  too  delicate  a  nature,  and 
too  likely  to  draw  after  it  a  train 
of  ferious  and  alarming  confe- 
quences,  to  juftiry  either  the  want 
of  tircumfpeftion,  or  the  precipi- 
tancy of  blind  and  dangerous  de- 
terminations. Such  was  the  nature 
of  the  aft.,  that  it  enabled  minifters 
ot  ftate  to  give  orders,  not  m.erely 
for  the  apprehenfion  of  Americans 
fufpefted  to  have  committed  the 
crime  of  treafon,  but  for  the  con- 
finement ot  any  Bntifli  fubjeft,  in- 
tercepted on  the  high  feas,  and 
deemed  a  proper  victim  to  the  vio- 
lence of  private  pique,  or  to  the 
wantonnefs  of  unrelenting  power. 
It  was,  indeed,  a  criininal  concef- 
fion  to  entruft  any  fet  of  men 
whatever,  with  an  authority  ex- 
tenfive  in  its  fource,  repugnant  to 
the  principles  of  the  coniiitution, 
deftruftive  of  the  claims  of  human 
nature,  and  hoftile,  in  the  extreme, 
to  all  the  dearell:  rights  of  Englifli- 
men,  without  the  mofl:  infallible 
reliance  on  their  pofleffion  of  that 
equity  of  mind,  and  that  regard  to 
the  liberty  of  the  fubjeft,  which 
would  not  fuffer  them  to  proflitute 
fo  high  a  traft  to  the  purpofes  of  / 
tvi  „nny.  In  an  inquiry  concern- 
ing the  fpirlt  and  tendency  of  this 
great  alTumption  of  power,  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  fliould  be  exer- 
cifed,  if  it  were  exercii'ed  at  all,  the 
whole  matter  fliould  be  maturely  and 
thoroughly  invclUgated  :  he,  there- 
fore, exprelled  his  wiflies,  that  the 
honourable  bironet  waild,  tor  the 
prefent,  withdraw  his  motion,  and 
referve  it  until  a  future  day,  when, 
proper  notice  having  been  given, 
a  greater  number  of  members 
might  be  prefent,  to  deliver  their 
fcnciments  on  the  fubjeft, 

B  2  Mr. 
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Mr.  Baker  agreed  in  opinion  with 
Sir  George  Yonge,  and  alio  re- 
marked, that  the  power,  delegated 
to  the  minilb  y  by  this  aS.,  of  pro- 
ceeding, entirely  unmolefted,  and  at 
their  own  will  and  pleafiire,  to  di- 
reft  that  any  perfon,  whom-  they 
might  choofe  to  lingle  out  as  the 
devoted  laeririce  to  their  refent- 
ment  and  oppreffion  fiiould  be  ap- 
prehended on  iulpicion  ot  trealbn, 
though  a  very  dangerous  pov\er, 
was  iViIl  lefs  lb,  and  lels  alarming, 
fhiin  the  authority  which  they  er.- 
joyed,  of  either  deferring  the  trial 
of  thefe  iraprifoned  individuals  to 
any  dittant  day,  or  of  preventing 
it  from  taking  place.  Four  hun- 
dred objects  of  their  defpotic  vio- 
lence had  Lmguifiied,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  without 
the  flighteft  hope  of  liberty,  in  all 
the  horrors  of  confinement.  On 
this  occalion,  the  proceedings  of 
the  minifters  were  fcarcely  recon- 
eileablc  with  common  fenfe.  They 
complained,  that  if  thehoufe  flionld 
rot  accede  to  the  fufpenfion  ot  the 
Habeas  Corpus  A6f,  nearly  four 
hundred  prifoners,  accufed  of  high 
freafon,  muif  be  fet  free  ;  and  yet 
they  did  not  once  attempt  to  bring 
thefe  prifoners  to  a  trial.  Thev 
had  com  mitred  the  unhappy  men 
as  charged  with  an  atrocious  crime  ; 
yet  claffing  them,  at  the  fame  mo- 
ment, "i'U  the  defcriprion  ofprifoa- 
eis  of  war,  they  negociated  tor 
their  exchange,  by  a  cartel  for  an 
equal  number  of  Britifh  fubjeds  in 
the  hands  of  the  Americans.  Ihe 
fubjedt  was  intricate  and  important, 
and  theiefore  required  the  difcuilion 
of  a  fuller  houfe,  and  '  fl:ould  be 
poftponed  till  the  members  had 
been  fummoned  to  attend. 

Sir  Grey  Cooper  replied,  that 
there  was  no  reafon  to  fuppofe, 
tiiat  the  admiuiftration  availed  ihem- 


felves  of  the  a^  to  wreak  their  retr^ 
geance  againft  any  prifoners  who- 
fell  under  its  conifrurtion.  They 
were  incapable  of  wifliing  to  profti- 
tute  the  power  which  thev  derived 
from  it  to  purpofes  of  oppn-ilion, 
Either  the  bill  in  queftiou,  or  an- 
other, framed  on  principles  of  the 
fame  nature,  wo\ild  annually  be» 
come  requihte,  fo  long  as  the  war 
with  the  American  colonies  Ihould- 
be  continued,  Previoufly  to  its 
palling  for  the  firfl:  time,  evejyclaufc 
of  it  was  deliberately  examined  ; 
and  the  late  parliament  had  alfent- 
ed,  in  three  dift'erent  feiGons,  to  its 
revival.  No  intention  had  been 
conceived  of  eibablifliing  it  with  & 
criminal  precipitaiicy ;  and,  in  its 
future  ftagey  the  houfe  might  can- 
vafs,  as  they  thought  proper,  Its 
propriety  and  its  demerits.  The- 
motion  pafled  ;  and  the  gentleman 
by  whom  it  was  made,  together 
with  the  attorney  aiad  folicitor-ge- 
neral,  were  directed  to  prepare  and 
bring-  in  the  bill. 

When  the  bill  was  read  the 
firft  time,  it  was  again  oppofed  by- 
Mr.  Baker,  who  obferved,  that  the 
danger  of  inverting  minifters  with, 
the  power  of  perpetually  confining 
thofe  victims  of  their  opprelfion, 
whom  they  might  think  proper  to- 
fufpett  of  high  treafon,  beyond  ths^ 
feas,  was  too  apparent  from  a  va- 
riety ot  examples.  Of  the  many 
perlbns  detained  in  prifgn,  by  this 
aft,  not  one  had  yet  been  brought 
to  trial.  An  American,  who  had 
been  made  a  prifoncr,  at  a  period 
prior  to  the  introdudlon  of  the 
bill,  was  Oiamefully  fecreted,  and 
hurried  from  one  velfel  to  another, 
that  his  friends  might  not  difcover 
him,  and  thereby  be  enabled  to 
procure  his  liberty,  by  a  Habeas 
Corpus,  before  the  bill,  then  un- 
der contttmplationj  fiiould  have  been; 
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■jJii^ed  for  the  fufpcnfion  ot"  it.  At 
Jait  he  was  not  brought  to  trial,  nor 
iet  at  liberty  until  he  had  languilh- 
cd,  duiing-  fifteen  months,  under 
the  feveriiies  ot  cloleimpriibnment. 
Of  the  four  hundred  perlbns  de- 
tained in  prifon,  by  virtue  of  this 
flft,  many  had  been  taken  in  arms. 
\\  hence  did  it  arife,  that  fuch 
captives  were  not  coniidered,  as 
the  fubjefts  of  Great  Britain  under 
a  fimiiar  predicament  in  America 
were  regarded  by  the  congrefe,  as 
prifoners  of  war,  and  exchanged 
accordingly  ?  Or  what  motives 
could  induce  the  government,  to 
order  them  into  cuftody  on  a  charge 
of  high  treafon,  and  yet  evade 
bringing  them  to  trial  ? 

Sir  Edward  Aftley  declared  him- 
felt  to  be  of  iimilar  fentiments ; 
and  alfo  added,  that  when  he  con- 
iidered to  what  ruinous  and  unex- 
.petled  lengths  the  frantic  profecu- 
tion  of  hoiVilities  in  America  had 
liitherto  been  carried,  and  how  di- 
stant the  prefpedf  of  a  reconcilia- 
■tion  as  yet  appeared,  he  judged  it 
<iangeroufiy  impolitic  to  inti'oduce 
an  a6t,  that  might  either  enforce 
•the  trial  of  the  prifoners  of  war, 
upon  the  chfarge  of  high  treafon, 
or  their  detention  in  clofe  confine- 
ment. Sir  George  Yonge  i-emark- 
'cd,  that  the  continuance  of  the 
.a6t  was  needlefs,  if  a  power  exift- 
ed  of  exchanging  under  the  name 
•of  prifaners  of  war,  by  a  cartel, 
the  perfons  who  might  be.defcrib- 
ed  in  it  as  fufpeded  of  having  com- 
mitted the  guilt  of  high  treafon, 
beyond  the  feas. 

Sir  Grey  Cooper  replied,  that 
there  were  a  multitude  of  impedi- 
ments which  arofe  to  occafion,  and 
to  juftify,  the  delay  of  the  adminif- 
tration  in  bringing  the  prifoners  to 
trial.  The  various  evidences  in 
fevoiir  of  the  profecution,    and  of 


the  accufed,  were  at  a  diftance ; 
and  even  if  the  difficulty  of  obtain- 
ing them  could  be  eafily  furmount- 
ed,  humanity  would  fuggell:  the 
abfolute  neceffity  of  waiting  until 
the  ferment  of  the  pirffions,  occa Ir- 
oned by  the  ravages  of  w;ir,  fnould 
have  fubiided,  and  left  the  mind  to 
enter  upon  cool  and  unprejudiced 
difcuinons.  -It  was  certainj  that 
the  ait  invelted  the  minifters  with 
a  difcretionary  power,  ei'her  to  li- 
berate, or  to  detain  in  cuftody,  the 
prifoners  fufpe£ted  of  having  com- 
mitted high  treafon,  beyond  the 
feas  ;  and  the  propriety  of  the  mea- 
fure  feemed  grour.de  I  on  the  natu- 
ral expectation  oi  a  concurrence  of 
incidents,  which  might  render  it 
at  once  equitable  and  po'itic,  to 
vary  the  modes  of  treatment,  with 
the  varying  predicaments  in  which 
the  objects  of  it  might  occafionally 
Hand.  The  necellity  of  the  a6f  had 
been  admitted,  at  a  former  period  ; 
and  the  motives,  which  then  in- 
duced the  houfe  to  pafs  ir,  muli 
ftill  operate  for  its  continuance  ; 
without  which  the  parties  appre- 
hended would  immediately  obtaia 
their  freedom.  The  confederacy 
ot  the  French,  the  Spaniards,  and 
the  revolted  colonies,  mult  gather 
Itrength  from  the  improvidence  of 
Great  Britain,  unlefs  the  bill  fhould 
be  immediately  renewed  ;  and  num- 
bers of  the  Americans,  difcharged 
from  prifon,  would  haflen  to  the 
fcene  of  war,  and  lift  their  arms, 
a  fecond  tin?e,  againft  the  mother 
countiy.  The  att  had  be«n  fpoken 
of  as  an  innovation  without  a  pre- 
cedent ^  yet  it  was  resUy  copied 
from  the  examples  of  former  times. 
Similar  ails  were  paifed,  upon  the 
like  occalions,  in  the  reigns  of  king 
William  the  Third,  of  queen  Anne, 
of  king  George  the  Firil,  and  king 
George  the  Second  ,  and  when  th-e 
B  3  laft 
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laft  fovereign  fat  upon  the  throne, 
a  bill  of  this  nature  was  kept  in 
force  tor  three  fucceffive  year?. 
After  this  debate,  little  other  op- 
polition  was  made  to  the  bill, 
which  pafled  both  houfes,  and  re- 
ceived the  royal  aflfent. 

On  the  13th  of  November,  lord 
Mahon    informed    the     Houfe    of 
Commons,  that  a  report  prevailed, 
that  the  law  of  nations   had  been 
flagrantly  violated   by  the  Engliih 
at  the  Dutch  iiland  of  St.  Martin, 
in  the    neighbourhood  of  St.  Eu- 
ilatia.     According  to    the  accounts 
received,  an  Englifh  man   of  v/ar, 
fix    frigates,     and     a    cutter,    had 
chafed  feven  American   veflels  into 
the    harbour   of  St.  Martin.     The 
Britifli     commander    infilled     that 
thcfe  veflels  fliould   be   immediate- 
ly delivered  up  ;  and  the  governor 
of    St.    Martin  replied,  that    they 
were    vinder    the    protedlion   of    a 
neutral   port ;   and  that  an  attempt 
to  feize  them  would  be   fo  violent 
an  outrage  againft  the  law  of  na- 
tions, as  muif  jullify  refiftance,  and 
,  compel  him  to  give  orders    for  an 
attack   upon    any    of   the    Englifh 
ihips  prefuming  to  molefc  the  veflels 
of  the  Americans,  within  the  har- 
bour of  the    place   where   he   had 
the  honour  to  prelide.     Regardlei's 
of  thele  menaces,  and  unmoved  by 
the    fubfequent     remond ranees    of 
the  governor,    the    Englifti   officer 
protefted,    in  his  turn,  that  if  his 
demand  were  not  inftantly  complied 
with,  he  would  deftroy  the  ifland 
by  fire  and  fword.     The  governor, 
whole  force   was   too  feeble  for   a 
contention  againft  a    powerful  op- 
pofer,    at  length  fubmitted   to  the 
debarkation  of  a  body  of  troops  ; 
but,    previoufly  to  the   feizure  of 
the    vefliels,    and    of  the   cargoes, 
whi9h    had  been    depofited  in   the 
warehoufss  of  the  refpci^ive  pur- 


chafers,  he  requefted  from  the  ^U 
tifh  commander  a  written  acknow- 
ledgment, whether  this   act  of  vio- 
lence iffued  exclufivcly   from  him- 
felt,  or  in  confequence  of  the  or- 
ders of    a   fuperior  ofiicer.      The 
commander  yielded  to  his  defire  ; 
and  obferved,  that   the  lengths    to 
which  he  had  proceeded,  were  con- 
formable to  exprefs  diveftions   from 
admiral   Sir    George  Rodney,  who 
had  been  authorized  by  the  court 
of    Great  Britain,     to   attack    the 
Americans  in  all  places,  and  upon 
all   occafions.       The   facT:   he   had 
ftated,  his  lordfliip  faid,  was  a  grofs 
infult  to  a  neutral   power,    and  a 
daring  violation  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions.     He    alked,     whether    this 
country    had    not   already   enemies 
enough    to    cope    with  ?     Whether 
America,  France,  and  Spain  unit- 
ed, did  not  give  the  arms  of  Great 
Britain   fufficient  employment  ?   In 
the  prcfent  inftance,    as    if  it  had 
been  neceifary  to  augment  the  for- 
midable   combination    of    enemies 
againft  us.  we  had   incenfed,  with 
a  degree  of  frantic  raflinefs,  a  neu- 
tral, if  not  a  friendly  power ;  and 
laboured,    perhaps    effectually,     to 
convert  the  Dutch  into  determined 
foes.     What  argument  could  poffi- 
bly  be  advanced  In    vindication  of 
a  conduct,  which  might  exafperate 
the   feveral   courts,    who,  in  order 
to  preferve    inviolate  their  fyftem 
of  neutrality,  had  ftrengthened  their 
alliance  by  the  equipment  of  confi- 
dcrable   fleets,  to  refent  unjuft  de- 
predations, and  for  the  puipofes  of 
mutual  defence  ? 

Lord  George  Germain,  in  an- 
fvver,  laid,  that  no  official  accounts 
of  this  tranfaclion  had  yet  been 
received  by  government  j  but  he 
had  learnt  feme  of  the  particulars, 
from  a  prlv.ate  letter,  written  at 
one  of  the  Weft  India  inan4s,  and 
cciiveye4 
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conveyed  to  England  by  the  way 
of  Holland.  A  man  of  war,  and 
fome  frigates,  belonging  to  the 
fquadron  under  Sir  George  Rod- 
ney, had  defcried  and  given  chace 
to  {even  veflels,  which,  crouding 
fail,  took  flielter  in  the  Dutch  har- 
bour of  the  iiland  of  St.  Martin, 
where,  apj^earing  to  triumph  over 
their  purfuers,  they,  in  defiance  of 
the  Britifli  flag,  hoifted  the  thirteen 
flrlpes,  the  colours  of  America. 
The  Engliih  immediately  prepared 
for  the  attack;  and  were  on  the 
point  of  entering  the  haven,  when 
the  governor  informed  them,  in  a 
mefTage,  that  if  they  proceeded  to 
the  commiilion  of  hollilities,  they 
fliould  be  refilled  by  the  fire  of  the 
fort.  The  commanding  officer  re- 
plied, that  he  a£led  in  obedience  to 
the  order  of  his  admiral,  bir  George 
Rodney,  and  that  if  the  Dutch  pre- 
fumed  to  difcharge  a  fingle  (hot,  he 
would  reduce  their  town  to  aflies. 
In  conlequence  of  this  menace,  he 
was  fuffered  to  bear  away,  as  prizes, 
the  American  veflels.  It  did  not 
appear,  that  Sir  George  Rodney 
had  been  particulari)'  direded  by 
the  court  of  Great  Britain,  to  pur- 
fue  the  line  of  condudl  which  he 
had  obferved,  refpecting  the  affair 
in  queilion.  The  admiral  might 
probably  imagine,  that  the  flielter 
intended  to  have  been  granted,  by 
force  of  arms,  to  vcfl^cls  bearing 
rebel  flags,  was  an  infult  to  his  fo- 
vereign  and  his  country,  and  gene- 
rally irreconcileable  with  the  law 
of  nations,  fo  far  as  it  regarded 
Jieutral  powers.  Whether  fuch  an 
idea  really  fuggefted  to  him  the 
proceedings  whichNfollowed,  or  whe- 
ther thefc  laft  were  ftritflly  juflifi- 
able,  or  open  to  the  cenfure  of  the 
houfe,  mult  be  left  to  the  decifion 
of  a  future  day,  when  the  memo- 
rial pf  complaints  on  this  fubjeift, 


which  he  underftood  to  be  prepar- 
ing by  the  States  of  Holland,  had 
been  tranfmitted  to  the  minillry, 
and  when  a  parliamentary  inquiry 
might  take  place,  if  it  were  thought 
neceflary. 

The  fame  day  the  houfe  refolved 
itfelf  into  a  committee  of  fupply, 
when  it  was  moved  by  lord  Lif- 
burne,  that  "  ninety  one  thoufand 
"  feamen,  including  twenty  thou- 
"  fand  three  hundied  and  fevenr 
"  teen  marines,  fliould  be  the  num- 
"  her  voted  for  the  fervice  of  the 
"  year  1781.",  Sir  Charles  Bun- 
bury  exprefled  his  fatisfattion  at 
hearing  fo  many  feamen  moved 
for :  he  thought  the  navy  the  na-  * 
tural  defence  of  this  country  ;  and 
reminded  the  houfe,  that  lail  war 
we  had  I  ^^000  American  failors 
on  board  our  fleet,  which  was  a 
number  fuflicient  to  man  thirty-fix 
fliips  of  the  line.  This  advantage 
we  had  loft,  and  it  had  turned  the 
fcale  in  favour  of  our  enemies  : 
the  government,  therefore,  ought 
to  be  vigorous  in  their  Exertions, 
and  as  attentive  as  poflible  to  (Eco- 
nomy, in  their  mode  of  manning, 
as  well  as  of  equipping  and  fiaiing 
out  fliips. 

Admiral  Keppel  remarked,  that 
it  was  an  eltabliflied  truth,  that  a 
durable  and  advantageous  peace 
could  only  be  obtained  by  the  fu- 
periority  of  our  marine ;  but  it 
leemed  equally  true,  that  unlefs 
our  fquadrons  fliould  proceed  to 
meet  the  enemy  much  earlier  than 
they  quitted  the  Britifli  harbours, 
during  the  courfe  of  the  laft  year, 
our  hopes  of  viL%ry  would  fl^ill  bs 
fruitlefs,  and  our  officers  and  men 
lofe  every  opportunity  of  fignalizing, 
by  great  and  fortunate  exertions, 
their  courage  and  their  conduct. 
Mr.  Thomas  Townflicnd  contend- 
ed, that,  prior  to  the  grant  of  fre(h 
B  4.  fupplicSj 
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fupplles,  and  to  the  'impofition  of 
fuch  enormous  burthens  on  the 
public,  it  v\us  lequilite,  that  the 
account  of  various  expenditures 
iliould  be  fubmitted  to  the  infpec- 
tion  of  parliament.  The  unnatural 
profecution  ot  hoflilities  againii  the 
colonifts  was  at  once  ruinous  and 
difgnceful  ;  while  even  the  boaft- 
ed  victories  which  had  been  gained 
over  them,  inftead  of  haftening  the 
return  of  peace,  ferved  only  ro 
augment  a  thirfl  for  war.  But  a 
reconciliation  with  America  would 
diffufe  a  general  joy  through  every 
quarter  of  the  empire  ;  and,  when 
that  point  (hould  have  been  ob- 
tained, no  lover  of  his  country 
could  murmur  at  the  accumulated 
fupplies,  provided  that  they  were 
employed  in  corre£ting  the  info- 
lencc,  and  crufliing  the  power,  of 
the  French  and  Spaniards. 

General  Smith  obferved,  that 
the  deilruftion  of  the  country  would 
prove  inevitable,  unlefs  expedients 
were  devifcd  to  terminate  the  un- 
natural ^nd  frantic  waragainft  Ame- 
rica, and  to  prevent  the  lavifh  grants 
of  public  money  for  the  fupport  of 
wicked  meafures.  He  added,  that 
a  fpirit  of  diifenfioii,  had  uiifortu- 
rately  gone  forth  amongit  the  fleet, 
which  threatened  to  overwhelm  it 
in  ruin  and  difgrace  :  but  the  mi- 
niftry,  as  if  this  circumllance  were 
not  fulBciently  alarming,  appeared 
to  fet  all  the  powers  of  Europe  at 
defiance  ;  and,  quarrelling  uith  a 
friendly  ftate,  had  countenanced  a 
compulfion,  by  force  of  arms,  in 
,<:onfequence  of  which  the  Dutch 
reluctantly  delivered  up  the  Anieri- 
pan  veflels  that  had  taken  flielter 
in  the  neutral  harbour  of  St.  Mar- 
tin. The  violence  of  this  conduft 
feemed  an  ungenerous  return  to  the 
ipirited  protection  afforded,  on  a 
late  occafion^  by  the  Dutch,  to  two 


Englifh  Eaft  India-men.  Thefe 
fhips,  valued  at  four  hundred  thou-^ 
fand  pounds,  were  cha'.ed  by  fome 
French  frigates  into  a  bay  adjoining 
to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  As 
no  foit  had  been  ere6led  for  its  de- 
fence, the  Dutcji  immediately 
brought  down  tiieir  cannon  to  the 
lea-fide,  and  difcovering  a  refolu- 
tion  to  oppofe  any  attempt  to  com- 
mit hoftilities,  as  an  infringement 
of  the  law  of  nations,  effeitually 
preferved  the  Engliii'i  fliips,  which 
fled  for  flicker  from  an  enemy  too 
powerful  to  be  rehllcd. 

Mr.  Rigby  acknowledged,  with 
concern,  that  the  American  war 
had,  in  a  general  pomt  of  view, 
been  marked  by  deep  misfortunes, 
and  unavailing  enterprizes  ;  that, 
in  the  buiincfs  of  his  department, 
he  had  frequent  and  melancholy 
opportunities  of  difcovering,  that 
the  expences  which  attended  it 
were  enormous  ;  and  that  he 
iincerely  wiihed  fome  quick  expe- 
dient might  be  devifed  for  bring- 
ing it  to  a  fuccefsful  clofe.  1  he 
commilFiOners  employed,  to  treat 
for  reconciliation  with  the  colonies, 
had  tailed  in  their  attempts.  Ill 
what  manner,  therefore,  to  facili- 
tate the  accomplilliment  of  views 
fo  laudable  and  important,  was 
more  than  he  could  venture  to 
fuggeft :  but  he  would  cheartully 
concur  in  all  rational  and  proper 
propofitions  which  might  liercaf- 
ter  be  advanced  for  that  purpofe. 
Not  that  he  had  changed  his  fcn- 
timents,  fo  tar  as  related  to  the 
juflicc  ot  the  war  ;  but  becaufe  he 
felt  that  its  duration,  and  its  ex- 
pence,  would  plunge  the  king- 
dom into  diftrefs ;  and  becaufe  he 
conlidered  it  as  an  a6t  of  policy  to 
imitate,  on  this  occafion,  the  fre- 
quent prudence  of  men,  who,  hav- 
ing long  been  engaged  in  unavail- 
ing 
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ing  fuits  at  law,  at  lerf^tb  aTf-e  to 
lettlements  and  arbitrations,  loll: 
they  fhoulJ  fall  a  lacrifice  to  an 
impetuoui'  perleverance  in  the  con- 
iclt.  He  h;id  approved  jf  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  but  the 
calamities  which  accompai'icd  its 
coune  had  rendered  him  extremely- 
anxious  for  its  ccfTation.  At  the 
fame  time  he  fliould  vote  for  the 
preient  morion,  Ivccaufe  the  fuc- 
celies  of  Great  Britain,  during  the 
continuance  of  holfilitie^,  would 
much  depend  upon  the  power  of 
her  navy ;  and  none  could  be 
averie  to  means  that  promifed  to 
augment  it,  if  they  iincerely  wiflied 
for  the  return  of  peace. 

Several  other  gentlemen  fpoke  in 
the  debate,  but  the  motion  at 
length  palled,  without  a  divifion, 
as  did  alio  another  made  by  the 
fame  nobleman,  "  that  the  fum 
*'  of  four  pounds  per  man  per 
*'  month,  be  granted  for  the  fup- 
**  port  and  maintenance  of  the 
*'  above  ninety-one  thoufand  men, 
*'  including  ordnance  and  ftores." 

Mr.  Adam  complained  of  Ibme 
refolutiuns  which  had  been  made 
by  the  Weftminfter  committee  of 
allbciation,  and  that  had  been 
printed  in  the  public  papers,  in 
which  the  committee  declared,  thi^t 
they  were-  fenfible,  that  Mr.  Fox's 
*'  firm,  conllanr,  and  intrepid  per- 
*'  formance  of  his  duty,  would 
*'  probably  render  him,  in  common 
^'  with  other  diftinguiflied  friends 
*'  of  liberty,  the  objeft  of  fuch  at- 
*'  tacks  as  he  had  already  experi- 
*'  cnced,  and  to  which  every  un- 
*'  principled  partizan  of  power  was 
*'  invited  by  the  certainty  of  re- 
*'  ward  :"  they  therefore  exhorted 
the  inhabitants  of  Weftminiler  "  to 
*'  do  their  utmoil,  by  every  legal 
*'  meafure,  to  preferve  to  the  great 
**  body  of  citizens,    by  whom  l^e 


"  had  been  ele61ed,,  and  to  his 
*'  country,  the  benefit  oi  his  ftr- 
"  vices,  and  the  inviolable  fecuri- 
"  ty  of  his  perfon."  Mr.  Adam 
declared,  that  lie  coniidercd  himlelf 
as  alluded  to  in  thefc  refolutions, 
and  that  he  v.as  reprefented  in 
them  as  a  mercenary  partizan  of 
power,  actuated  by  the  worlf  prin- 
ciples.^ He  defended  himfclf,  threar 
out  fome  farcafms  againft  Mr.  Fox, 
and  fome  fevere  reflettions  againfl: 
the  Weftminfter  commitiee  of  aflb- 
ciation.  This  occafioned  a  warm 
altercation  between  Mr.  Adam  and 
Mr.  fitzpat' ick  :  and  it  was  re- 
marked by  Sir  James  Lowther,  that 
the  former  gentleman  had  more 
than  once  difcovered  an  unjuftifi- 
able  propenfity  to  mifconftrue  into 
particular  afp^rfions  on  himfelf, 
language  which  was  general  in  its 
import  :  it  appeared  therefore  iie- 
ceflary  to  iirtorm  him,  that  he 
tranfcfrefled  againft  the  rules  and 
orders  of  the  houfe,  when,  with  a 
groundlefs  warmth,  he  entered  into 
private  altercations,  and  took  the 
liberty  to  impede  the  progrefs  of 
the  public  bufinefs.  The  aftair 
was  at  length  ended  by  the  interpo- 
lition  of  the  fpeaker. 

Two  days  after,  the  houfe  again 
refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of 
fupply,  when  it  was  refolved,  "  that 
"  the  fum  of  four  fliillings  in  the 
*'  pound,  on  all  lands,  and  pen- 
"  lions  in  England,  and  the  town 
*'  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  fliould 
"  be  granted  towards  the  fupply 
*'  of  the  year  1781,  and  that  a 
*'  proportioned  fum,  as  ftipulated 
"  by  the  ninth  article  of  the  Uni- 
*'  on,  fhould  be  levied  in  Scotland 
"  for  the  fame  purpofe  :  and  that 
*'  the  duties  on  malt,  cyder,  mum, 
"  and  perry,  fhould  be  continued 
"  for  one  year." 

On 
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On  the  i6th  of  November,  a 
motion  was  made  in  the  Houfe  of 
Peers  by  the  duke  of  Bolton,  "  that 
*'  an  humble  addrel's  be  prefented 
*'  to  his  majefty,  that  he  will  be 
''^  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  direc- 
*'  tions,  that  there  may  be  laid 
*'  before  this  houfe  copies  of  the 
*'  orders  and  inftrudions  given  to 
*'  Captain  John  Moutray,  of  his 
"  majefty 's  Ihip  Ramillies,  in  July 
**  or  Augufl  lad,  refpeding  his 
*'  taking  under  his  command  a  num- 
*'  ber  of  merchant  fhips  bound  to 
*'  the  Eail:  and  Weft  Indies,  and 
*'  other  parts,  fo  far  as  relates  to 
*'  Captain  Moutray's  being  dire£l- 
*'  ed  to  go  to  the  iiland  ot  Madei- 
*'  ra,  or  refpedling  his  being  par- 
*'  ticularly  cautioned  to  ufe  his  ut- 
*'  moft  endeavours  to  avoid  failing 
*'  in  fuch  a  tradt,  as  might  rifque 
*'  his  falling  in  with  the  enemy's 
*'  fleet :"  and  alfo,  *'  a  copy  of 
*'  Captain  Moutray's  letter  to  the 
*'  board  of  Admiralty,  giving  an 
*'  account  of  the  capture  of  a 
*'  great  part  of  the  merchant  fhips 
*'  under  his  care,  on  the  9th  of 
*'  Auguft  laft."  In  the  fpeech  by 
which  his  grace  introduced  this 
motion,  he  remarked,  that  in  the 
prefent  critical  and  very  unufual 
iituation  of  this  country,  when  the 
landed  intereft  was  opprelled  be- 
yond all  example,  from  the  na- 
tion's being  engaged  in  a  v.ar  of 
fo  ruinous  and  expenfive  a  nature, 
and  when  an  enormous  addition 
was  annually  made  to  our  public 
debt,  it  muft  certainly  be  proper 
to  compare  what  was  perform.ed 
in  return  for  this  wafteful  profu- 
fion  of  treafure  ;  to  oppofe  the  ad- 
vantages to  the  difadvantages  ;  and, 
by  ftriking  a  balance,  learn  whe- 
ther the  nation  had  been  a  lofer  or 
a  gainer.  This,  he  believed,  could 
not  be  fo  well  decided  upon  in  any 


other  way,  as  by  having  reference 
to  the  events  of  the  laft  year  ; 
which,  if  it  was  not  a  difgraceful 
campaign,  was  certainly  ina6live 
and  inglorious.  There  was  noprof- 
pe6l  of  any  fortunate  iflTue  of  the 
war,  nor  indeed  of  any  ifTue.  The 
language  of  the  times  was,  like  the 
times  themfelves,  altogether  new 
and  extraordinary.  In  former  wars, 
when  this  nation  was  ever  fo  hard 
preffed  by  her  enemies,  the  fpeech- 
es  from  the  throne,  and  the  fpeeches 
of  the  minifters,  held  out  to  the 
people  fomething  of  comfort,  fome 
hopes  of  a  better  turn  of  fortune. 
At  prefent,  neither  the  fpeeches  of 
his  majefty,  nor  the  fpeeches  of 
his  fervants,  afforded  any  thing 
comfortable  or  fatisfa6tory  with  re- 
fpeft  to  our  future  proi'peds.  On 
the  contrary,  all  was  difmay  ;  and 
nothing  was  heard,  from  any  quar- 
ter, but  the  tremendoufnels  of  the 
confederacy  again  ft  us,  and  the 
great  power  and  mighty  prepara- 
tions of  the  family  alliance,  the 
alliance  of  the  Houie  of  Buvirbon. 
Of  that  alliance  he  had  at  different 
times  heard  very  different  language* 
The  late  earl  of  Chatham,  he  re- 
membered, ufed  to  warn  the  houfe 
of  that  alliance.  Others  had  faid, 
it  was  an  alliance  to  be  laughed  at. 
Without  giving  any  opinion  upon 
this  fub)e(5f,  he  begged  leave  to 
afk,  what  had  the  minifters  to  fliew, 
or  what  argument  could  they  urge 
to  prove,  that  this  country  was  now 
in  a  better  ftate  than  it  had  been 
in  the  preceding  year.  He  knew 
not  where  to  turn  his  eyes  in  order 
to  find  that  our  fituation  was  im- 
proved. In  America,  we  had  loft 
Rhode  Iiland,  the  only  good  win- 
ter harbour  on  that  fide  the  Atlan- 
tic :  we  had  alfo  fent  a  gallant  of- 
ficer to  be  hanged,  and  in  return 
received  a,  very  bad  man  in  ex- 
change, 
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change,  in  whofe  fervices  or  fide- 
lity no  reliance  could  be  placed. 
As  to  the  b'.jalted  victories  of  lord 
Cornwallis,  he  law  no  great  cauie 
for  exultation  on  that  account, 
though  our  officers  had  undoubt- 
edly behaved  well.  He  was  con- 
vinced, that  the  ftate  of  New 
York,  and  its  vicinities,  hemmed 
in  on  all  lides,  as  the  commander 
in  chief  was,  more  than  counter- 
balanced any  advantages  obtained 
in  the  Carolinas.  In  the  Weft  In- 
dies, our  lltuation  was  much  worfe 
than  it  had  been  during  the  lalt 
year.  In  Europe,  we  had  but  one 
ally,  and  by  )Ur  own  mifmanage- 
ment  had  contrived  to  lofe  that  al- 
ly. The  ally,  his  grace  laid,  to 
which  he  alluded,  was  Portugal ; 
which  we  had  loll:  as  an  ally,  by 
moft  unwarrantably  preluming  to 
make  the  port  of  Lifbon,  a  neutral 
port,  a  ftation  and  a  place  for  fit- 
ting out  fliips  ;  nay,  a  kind  of  na- 
val arfenal  ;  a  matter  unheard  of 
before,  and  contrary  to  the  law  of 
nations.  By  fuch  conduft  it  was, 
that  we  had  now  no  ports  in  Eu- 
rope but  thofe  of  Great  Britain, 
•and  were  confined  to  our  own  if- 
land.  By  fuch  conduft  it  was, 
that  we  had  increafed  the  number 
of  the  neutral  powers  in  confede- 
racy, and  thereby  iirengthened  the 
hands  of  our  enemies.  The  trade 
of  Great  Britain  had  likewife  fuf- 
fered,  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft 
fummer,  to  a  degree  that  had  ne- 
ver happened  at  any  preceding  pe- 
riod. On  the  9th  of  Augult  no  lefs 
than  fifty-two  fhips  v;ere  captured 
at  once,  and  among  them  five  Eaft 
India- men,  and  many  richly  laden 
for  the  Weft  Indies.  That  fleet 
had,  contrary  to  wifdom,  contrary 
to  every  necefiary  caution,  been 
fuffered  to  touch  at  Madeira,  when 
it  wa?   well  known  that   the  com- 


bined fleets  of  the  houfe  of  Bour- 
bon were  ihtioned  at  Cadiz,  and 
waiting  to  make  the  beft  of  any 
opportunity  that  might  oifer  of  en- 
riching themfelves  at  our  expence. 
It  was  this  circumHance  to  which 
he  particularly  meant  to  call  their 
lordfliips  attention,  when  the  ne- 
celTary  papers  were  laid  betore  the 
houfc  ;  as  he  intended  to  inftitutc 
an  inquiry,  from  whence  it  arole, 
that  this  fleet  failed  under  fo  flight 
a  convoy,  and  who  it  was  that  di- 
rected the  commodore  to  come  ia 
lb  clofe  with  cape  St.  Vincent  ; 
and  why,  at  a  period  of  fuch  im- 
minent danger,  that  fleet  failed  in 
the  tratt  for  Madeira;  or,  if  it 
was  indifpenfably  neceifary  that  the 
fleet  ftiould  touch  at  Madeira,  why- 
it  was  not  convoyed,  by  the  weiU 
ern  fquadron,  acrofs  all  the  lati- 
tudes till  it  paflTed  cape  St.  Vincent. 
He  had  been  induced  to  inflitute 
this  inquiry,  that  their  lordlhips 
and  the  nation  might  know  who 
it  was,  who  ought  to  ftand  refpon- 
fible  to  the  parliament  and  people, 
for  the  lofs  of  one  of  the  moft  va- 
luable outward-bound  trade  fleets, 
that  had  ever  failed  from  the  har- 
bours of  England. 

The  earl  of  Sandvvich  then  rofe, 
and  laid,  in  reply,  that  fo  far  was 
he  from  having  the  fmalleft  objec- 
tion to  the  prei'ent  motion,  that  he 
begged  leave  to  fecond  it.  He 
thought  the  houfe,  and  the  public, 
were  entitled  to  have  the  lulleft  fa- 
tisfadion,  refpefting  the  lofs  of  fo, 
very  important  and  valuable  a  fleet, 
as  that  to  which  the  noble  duke  had 
alluded  ;  and  therefore,  in  order  to 
throw  the  greater  light  upon  that 
affair,  he  would,  with  the  leave  of 
the  houfe,  move  an  addition  to  his 
grace's  motion,  and  call  for  a  pa- 
per, which,  in  his  opinion,  would 
iiirui  materially  in  convincing  their 
lordfliips, 
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iordfliips,  that  it  had  not  been 
-owing  to  any  negleft  of  his,  that 
fo  fatal  an  accident  had  happened. 
Accordingly  his  loidfhip  moved, 
that  "  an  extrad  from  the  letter 
«.'  of  admiral  Geary,  of  the  2d  of 
4'  Auguft,  1780  fo  far  as  related 
«,'  to  his  tailing  in  with  the  Ramil- 
t'  lie^,  and  her  convoy,  bound  to 
»'•  the  Weii  Indies,  might  be   laid 


"  before  the  houfe."  His  lordfhip 
alfo  made  feveral  obfervaiions,  in 
order  to  fliew,  that  the  board  of 
admiralty  had  not  been  in  any  re- 
fped  culpable  in  this  tranfaction. 
In  this  he  was  anfwered  by  the 
duke  of  Bolton ;  but  the  farther 
dllcLiffion  of  this  bufincfs  was  de- 
ferred till  after  the  Chriflmas 
receft. 


CHAP 


III. 


D^hate  on  a  Motion  for  a  Vote  of  Thanks  to  the  late  Speaker  of  tie  Houfe 
ef  Commons,  Lehate  on  a  Motion  for  an  Jlccoutit  to  bt  laid  before  the 
haufe  of  the  dumber  of  Forces  under  the  Conimatid  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton* 
7roops  "Voted  for  the  Service  of  the  current  Tear.      Debate  on    a  IVotion 

•  for  a  /  ote  of  •[hanks  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  and  Earl  Corni\:ailis.  Other 
Barlia7nentary  Tranfaiiions.     Rectfs, 


ri"^  HOUGH  a  new  fpeaVer  of 

X      the  Houfe  of  Commons  had 

been  appointed,    at   the  beginning 

of  the  feffion,  in  the  manner  that 


pofition  for  conferring  on  him  a 
vote  of  thanks.  Jt  was  alfo  fwid, 
that  there  were  many  new  members 
in   that   houfe,    who  could  not  be 


has    aheady    been    related,   it    was     adequate  judges  of  the  propriity  of 


thought  by  many  that  it  would  be 
jnanlfeft  iujuftice  in  tlie  houfe,  not 
to  give  fome  telHmoiiy  of  the  fenfe 
they  retained  of  .the  great  merit, 
and  the  important  lervices,  of  the 
late  fpeaker.  Accordingly  on  the 
30th  of  November,  a  motion  ^S« 
made  by  Mr.  Thomas  1  ownfhend, 
"  that  the  thanks  of  that  houfe  fhould 
*'  be  given  to  the  right  honour- 
*'  able  Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  knight, 
*'  late  fpeaker  of  that  houfe,  for 
*'  his  conduct  while  he  filled  the 
*'  chair  of  the  houfe  during  the 
"  two  lall  parliaments."  But  this 
motion  did  not  pafs  without  fome 
debate  :  and  it  was  urged  by  thofe 
who  oppofed  it,  that  ths  majonty 
ot  that  houfe  having  already  voted 
for  the  removal  of  Sir  Fletcher 
Norton  from  the  chair,  they  would 


the  prefent  motion  ;  becauft-  not 
having  been  prefent  in  the  lait  par- 
liament, they  could  not  be  perfon- 
ally  acquainted  with  the  merits  of 
the  late  fpeaker.  Several  gentle- 
mtu  alio  expreffcd  their  diilatistac- 
tion  at  the  liberty  which  he  had 
taken  with  the  king,  when  the  par- 
ii:tment  had  granted  an  augmenta- 
tion of  the  royal  revenue.  But  it 
was  urged  in  fupport  of  the  mo- 
tion, that  all  the  public  meafure?, 
wherein  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  had 
acted  a  diftinguiflied  part,  were  re- 
corded in  the  journals  of  the  houfe, 
and  were  not  lefs  inveliigated  and 
applauded  by  the  people  at  large, 
than  by  their  reprefentatives  within 
the  fenate.  As  to  his  addrefs  to 
the  throne,  to  which  objec'tions  had 
been  made,    though  it  might  have 


forfeit    all   claim  to  confiflcncy   of    given   oifence   to    thofe  who  were 
conduft,  if,  after  having  taken  fuch     difpofed  to  pay  a  mean   and  lervile 
aile-,  they  fhould  affent  to  a  pro-    court  t©  the  lovereign,  it  was  cer- 
tainly 
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tiiiiilv  an  ilUiftrious  proof  of  the 
late  Speaker's  attachment  to  the  ler- 
vice  of  the  people,  of  his  intrepid 
zeal  for  the  prekrvation  of  their 
rights,  and  of  b.is  anxiety  to  main- 
tain the. true  digniiy  and  import- 
ance of  the  commons  of  Ore;!t 
Britain.  In  his  general  conduift, 
he  had  fupported.,  during  the  fpace 
of  eleven  years,  the  weight  of  an 
exalted  and  important  ofHce  with 
firmnefs,  with  talents,  and  with 
honour;  and  was  therefore  jullly 
entitled  to  the  thanks  of  parlia- 
ment. The  quellion  was  at  length 
put,  and  the  houfe  divided,  when 
there  appeared  for  the  motion  ij6, 
and  againft  it  96. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  feffion, 
it  was  a  remarkable  circiimrtance, 
that  no  members  were  returned  for 
the  town  of  Coventry  ;  the  (heriffs 
only  reporting  to  the  houfe  a  ftate 
ot  facts,  in  which  they  reprefent- 
ed,  that  in  confcquence  of  hired 
and  defperate  mobs,  they  had  been 
prevented  from  proceeding  to  any 
regular  eletlion,  A  new  writ  was 
afterwards  iffued,  and  at  the  time 
of  eleiifion  new  flieriffs  were  in  of- 
fice, who  return-cd  two  gentlemen 
as  duly  elected.  Petitions  were  af- 
terwards prefented  by  the  two  un- 
fuccefsful  candidates,  colonel  Hol- 
royd,  and  Mr.  Yeo,  complaining 
of  an  undue  eleftion.  The  affair 
was  canvalTed  by  a  committee,  who 
committed  the  late  flieriffs  to  New- 
gate, and  declared  Mr.  Holroyd 
and  Mr.  Yeo  duly  elefted.  The 
tranfacTtions  refpetting  this  bufinefs 
were  very  varioufly  related  ;  and  an 
aft  was  afterwards  j^aflsd  for  the 
regulation  of  elections  at  Coven- 
try. 

On  the  24th  of  November,  a 
motion  was  made  by  jNIr.  Minchin, 
and   feconded  by  Sir   George  Sa- 


vile,  «'  that  an   humble  addrefs  be 
'  prefented  to  hi:  majelly,  th^t  he 
'  would    be  graciouliy   pleafcd  to 
'  give  direftions  that   there  fliould 
'  be  laid  before  that  houfe  an  ac- 
'  count  of   the  number   of  forces 
'  under   the    command   of  lieutc- 
'  nant-general  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
'  in  North  America ;   and  alio  the 
'  dilfribution  of  the  fame,  accord- 
'  ing  to  the    laft  returns  made  up 
'  and    tranfmitted  by  him   to  the 
'  office  of  Lord  George  Germain.** 
The  motion   was    oppofed   by   Mr, 
Jenkinfun,    fecretary   at  war,  who 
obferved,  that  it  could  nor  be  con- 
ceived   that  the  houfe  would   fub- 
mit  to  the  publication;  not  only  in 
the   face   ot   enemies,    but   in' the 
face  of  all  the  world,  of  the  num- 
ber of  forces  ferving  in  America, 
and    of    their   aftual    dirtribution. 
The  houfe  had,    on  former  occa- 
ftons,    rejufed  their   aflent    to  mo- 
tions   lefs  coniprthenfive  than  that 
before  them,    and  extending    only 
to  the  producing  of  papers  relative 
to  the  mere  ftate  of  the    army   in 
America,       They   wifely    forefaw, 
that  if    the    contents  of  fuch   pa- 
pers were  permitted    to  tranfpiie, 
the  nation  might    fuffer  detriment 
from    the    publication    of  circum- 
frances,     of  which   the    powers    at 
war    might,     perhaps   too    fatally, 
avail  themfelves. 

The  gentleman  who  made  the 
motion  expreffed  his  aftonifliment, 
that  the  fecretary  at  war  fliould 
countenance  the  ridiculous  and 
hackneyed  idea-,  that  laying  a  {late 
of  military  forces  open  to  the  in- 
fpeftion  and  fubfequent  debates  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  was  fur- 
nilhing  the  enemy  with  inteUigence. 
Whenever  fuch  reafons  were  afHgn- 
ed,  in  order  to  fet  afide  motions 
firailar  to  that  vvhlch  he  had  now 

mad^, 


30 


BRITISH     AND 


made,  he  bluflaed  for  thofe  by 
whom  they  were  advanced.  On 
the  prefent  occafion,  they  were  to- 
tally inapplicable.  To  imagine  that 
the  Americans  and  the  French  had 
not  difcovered  the  feciet  of  the 
number  and  diftribution  of  the 
troops  under  the  command  of  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  was  in  laft  to  argue, 
that  the  officers  and  foldlers  ferving 
with  the  latter,  could  not  be  either 
feen  or  heard  of  by  the  former. 
Were  the  Englifli  camps  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  Atlantic,  totally 
different  from  the  camps  in  other 
quarters  of  the  world  ?  Did  no 
fpies,  no  friends  to  the  enemy, 
contrive  to  get  and  to  remain  with- 
in their  limits  ?  Who  could  be  l"o 
credulous  us  to  imagine,  that  ei- 
ther general  Wafliington,  or  mon- 
lieur  Rocbambeau,  or  monfieur  de 
Ternay,  were  not  poflelfed  of  the 
intelligence  which  it  was  the  ob- 
ject of  the  motion  to  bring  before 
the  houfe  ?  Was  it  decent,  or  jufti- 
fiable,  to  keep  the  great  body  of 
the  people,  who  were  reprefented 
within  thofe  walls,  ignorant  of 
points  which  were  notorious  to  all 
Europe  f  On  them  the  burden  of 
expences  relative  to  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  army  had  fallen  with 
unprecedented  weight,  and  yet  they 
were  denied  the  trifling  benefit  of 
official  information.  After  fome 
farther  debate,  the  motion  was  car- 
ried ;  but  an  amendment  was  pre- 
vioufly  agreed  to^  by  which  the 
claufe  relative  to  the  diffribution 
of  the  troops  was  omitted. 

The  fame  day  a  motion  was 
made  by  Mr.  Jenkinfon,  "  that 
**  thirty-nine  thoufand  men  (hould 
*'  be  ediployed  in  the  fervice  of 
*'  Great  Britain,  for  the  year 
*'  1781."  This  motion  was  car- 
ried, after  fome  debate  ;  but  in  the 
difcuffion  of  the  army  cflimates,  i(; 


was  obferved  by  Mr.  Townfhend, 
that  the  extravagance  of  the  army 
charges  was  boundlefs  and  unpre- 
cedented. To  account  for  them  in 
any  reafonable  manner,  muff  per- 
plex the  ingenuity  even  of  the  per- 
fons  from  whom  they  had  origin- 
ated. In  the  eftimates  laid  before 
the  houfe,  feveral  regiments  were 
ftated  as  having  a  full  comple- 
meiit,  and  conliffing  of  eight  or 
nine  hundred  men  each,  though  he 
had  himfelf  been  an  eye-witnefs,  at 
the  encampment  during  the  courfe 
of  the  preceding  fummer,  that,  on 
a  review  day,  only  about  three 
hundred,  or,  at  moll,  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men,  could  be  muf- 
tered,  with  the  ineffeftual  view  of 
making  up  their  given  number. 
Other  regiments,  if  they  deferved 
the  name,  limited  to  officers,  and 
having  no  men,  were  fet  down  in 
the  eltimate  as  complete  ;  but  the 
plain  h€t,  in  confirmation  of  which 
the  moft  indifputable  authorities 
flood  forward,  and  for  which  the 
miniflers  ought  flriftly  to  anfwer  in 
the  face  of  parliament,  was,  that 
the  money  granted  for  raifing  thelc 
regiments  had  never  been  applied 
to  fuch  purpofes  ;  but  was  fet  apart 
for  the  maintenance  of  a  corrupt 
influence,  and  not  for  the  military 
fervice  of  the  kingdom  ;  for  the 
fupport  of  venal  penfioners,  but 
not  for  the  national  defence. 

On  the  27th,  amotion  was  made 
by  Mr.  Daniel  Parker  Coke,  that 
"  the  thanks  of  that  houfe  fliould 
"  be  given  to  general  Sir  Henry 
"  Clinton,  knight  of  the  Bath,  for 
"  the  important  fervices  rendered 
*'  by  him  and  the  troops  under  his 
'•  command,  in  the  reduction  of 
*'  Charles-town  ;  and  that  the 
♦'  thatjks  of  that  houfe  fhould  tilfo 
"  be  given  to  earl  Comwalli*,  for 
"  the  fignal  and  meritorious  fer- 
"  vices 
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*'  vices  he  had  done  to  his  coun- 
"  try,  by  the  moft  glorious  viftory 
*'  obtained  by  him  over  the  Ame- 
♦♦  rican  rebels  at  Camden."  He 
obferved,  that  he  had  before  given 
notice  of  his  defign  to  make  a  mo- 
tion for  the  thanks  of  the  houfe  to 
carl  Cormvallis,  for  the  important 
fervices  he  had  rendered  to  his 
country.  But  at  the  time  when  he 
gave  that  intimation,  he  did  not 
recollect  the  propriety  of  giving 
thanks  at  the  fame  time  to  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  for  the  fignal  fer- 
vices performed  by  him  to  this  na- 
tion. He  now  wilhed  to  compre- 
hend him  in  the  vote  of  thanks  that 
he  moved,  and  which  he  hoped 
would  pafs  unanimouily.  Gentle- 
men on  every  fide  of  the  houfe 
bore  teftimony  to  the  excellent  con- 
duct and  to  the  gallantry  of  earl 
Cornwallis  ;  nor  would  it  be  de- 
nied, he  prefumed,  that  the  fame 
qualities  were  poffeired  in.  an  emi- 
nent degree  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton. 
It  would  have  a  bad  etfed;  to  vote 
the  thanks  of  the  houfe  to  one  of 
rhofe  gentlemen,  and  not  to  the 
other.  The  thanks  of  the  houfe 
were  deferved  by  both  ;  but  while 
gentlemen  allowed  the  great  quali- 
ties and  virtues  of  thofe  officers, 
there  wefe  fome  who  difapproved 
the  caufe  in  which  they  were  ex- 
erted. For  his  own  part,  he  had 
been  one  of  thofe  who  lamented 
the  commencement  of  the  Ameri- 
ciin  war,  and  difapproved  of  many 
cf  the  meafures  adopted  in  its  pro- 
fecurion.  But  the  origin  of  the 
prefent  war  fliould  te  kept  entirely 
out  of  view  in  the  prefent  queftion. 
America  was  now  the  ally  of 
France,  the  confederate  of  the  houfe 
of  Bourbon.  He  did  not  fay,  that 
the  war  againft  America  was  not 
big  v.'ith  many  calamities  to  Great 
Britain  ;  he  apprehended,  that  if  it 


would  not  be  the  ruin  of  this  country, 
it  would  at  leaft  extremely  impo- 
verifll  it  ;  but  ftill  he  favv  no  me- 
dium between  unconditional  fub- 
miifion  to  the  enemy,  and  the  molt 
fpirited  exertions.  He  had  not, 
in  the  motion  that  he  offered  to 
the  houfe,  faid  any  thing  concern- 
ing the  juftice  or  policy  of  the 
American  war,  hoping  thereby  to 
gain  that  unanimity,  without  which 
a  motion  of  thanks,  though  carri- 
ed, loft  much  of  its  value.  He 
added,  that  if  he  could  harbour  the 
leaft  fufpicion,  that  his  motion,  it 
perfevered  in,  would  meet  with  a 
violent  refiftance,  he  (hould  inftant- 
ly  beg  leave  to  withdraw  it ;  as  he 
could  not  reft  fatisfied  with  any  ac- 
quiiition  fliort  of  that  at  which  he 
aimed  ;  the  payment  of  a  juft  and 
neceflary  tribute  to  military  virtue, 
the  enterprizcs  of  which  were 
crowned  with  vlftory. 

Lord  Lewifliam  feconded  the 
motion,  and  obferved,  that  how- 
ever remote  the  period  might  be, 
when  a  virtuous  and  fuccefsful  co- 
incidence of  opinions  would  ani- 
mate the  inveftigations  of  a  whole 
Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  he 
flattered  himfelf  that  the  prefent 
motion  muft  give  occalion  to  at 
leaft  a  temporary  bleffing  of  this 
kind ;  and  that  no  difference  of 
fentiment  would  prevail  in  an  af* 
fembly,  whofe  too  frequent  depart- 
ure from  unanimous" relolutions  had 
overfet  thofe  great  advantages, 
which  might  have  fwelled  the  fails 
of  the  agitated  velTel  of  the  ftate, 
and  wafted  it  in  fafety  over  that 
fea  of  difhculties,  where,  during 
fuch  a  length  of  time,  it  had  been 
dangerouily  toiled.  One  fource  of 
confolation  was  ftill  remaining,  and 
it  became  evident  from  the  ideas 
which  were  thrown  out,  in  the 
courfe  of  former  debates,  that  eve- 
ry 
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ry  member  within  the  walls  of  par- 
liament felt  the  ilront^elT:  convittion 
of  the  necellity  of  humbling-  the  ar- 
rogance, and  of  diminiihing  the 
power  of  the  boufe  ot  Hourbon. 
To  this  end  would  each  i^dvantage 
acquired  in  America  naturally  con- 
duce ;  and  therefore,  upon  that  ac- 
count alonc^  excluliveiy  of  a  multi- 
tude of  others,  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
and  earl  CornwuUis,  whofe  gallant 
and  well  directed  enterprizes  had 
been  accompanied  by  brilliant  vic- 
ttjries,  were  undoubtedly  entitled 
to  public  marks  ot  approbation  from 
the  reprcfentatives  ot  a  people,  ac- 
cuftoraed  to  look  with  pleai'ure  on 
the  rewards  ot  militaiy  conduct  and 
determined  courage. 

Mr.  Thomas  Townfhend  then 
Tofe,  and  lamented  that  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  by  whoip.  the 
motion  was  made,  and  who  was 
fo  anxious  tor  the  prevalence  of 
unanimity  on  the  occafion,  had  not 
fo  worded  his  motion,  as  to  fecure 
it  againll:  all  cavils  and  exceptions. 
There  were  iome  pai'ticular  terms, 
that  were  probably  inadvertently 
thrown  in,  but  which  were  liable 
to  give  rife  to  warmth  and  alter- 
cation, and  were  too  obvious 
fo  require  that  they  fliould  be 
exprefbly  pointed  out  :  thefe 
even  the  lionourable  gentleman, 
who  had  ufed  them,  might,  upon 
fecond  thoughts,  be  delirous  to  ex- 
punge. Lord  North  appeared  to 
concur  in  opinion  with  IVir.  Townf- 
hend ;  and  allowed  that  it  would 
be  better  if  the  motion  were  to 
worded,  as  not  to  give  the  leaft 
offence  to  any  party.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  that  the  gentleman  by 
whom  the  motion  was  made  would 
admit  of  an  amendment,  and  con- 
tent that  the  words  "  import- 
*'  ant,"  and  "  over  the  re- 
*'  bels,"  flwuld  be  omitted  :  and 


this    amendiTient    was  accordingty 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wilkes  declared,  that  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  oppofe  the 
motion,  as  originally  intended,  re-' 
fpeding  only  lord  Cornwallis,  and 
all  the  tubfequent  ainendments ;  be- 
caufe,  in  his  idea,  every  part  of  it  con- 
veyed an  approbation  of  the  Ameri- 
can war;  a  war  unfounded  in  prin- 
ciple, and  fatal  in  its  conlequencea 
to  this  country.  He  had  condemn- 
ed it,  he  faid,  at  the  beginning, 
and  had  regularly  oppofed  its  pro- 
grefs  in  every  ftage,  both  in  and 
out  of  parliament.  The  eminent 
and  very  important  fervices  to  kis 
majefty  and  this  country,  menti- 
oned in  the  motion,  he  entirely 
dilapproved,andconfequentlyfhould 
withhold  his  thanks  and  gratitude, 
where  he  did  not  think  them  want- 
ed, in  a  war  of  glaring  injuftice  and 
wretched  policy.  He  did  not  mean, 
he  faid,  to  derogate  from  the  heroic 
courage,  and  fuperior  military  vir- 
tues, of  lord  Cornwallis.  He  ad- 
mired the  fplendour  and  brilliancy 
of  thofe  qualities,  which  dazzled 
in  his  countryman  as  they  did  in 
Julius  Caefar  ;  and  he  equally  la- 
mented that  they  were  called  forth 
to  aftion  in  the  fame  bad  and  mif- 
chievous  caufe,  the  attempt  to  over- 
turn the  liberties  of  his  countiy. 
The  ^  Roman  too  poffelfed,  as  had 
been  faid  of  lord  Cornwallis,  nice 
and  delicate  fentiments  of  honour 
and  virtue ;  and  was  certainly  an 
accomplifhed  gentleman,  peihaps 
the  moft  accomplifhed  of  any  in 
the  hiftory  of  mankind  But  he 
carried  on  a  wicked  war  agninft  the 
conlHtution  of  the  free  country  in 
which  he  was  born,  and  which 
therefore  he  was  under  the  flrong- 
eft  obligation  to  fupport.  In  the 
tame  light,  Mr.  Wilkes  proceeded 
to  obferve,  he  conlidered  the  war 
carrying 
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Carrying  on  in  North  America ;  and 
if  an  arbitrary,  but  incapable  admi- 
niftration,  had  fucceeded  in  the  plan 
of  dragooning  the  cblonids  into  un 
conditional  fubmiirion,  he  believed 
that  the  liberties  of  England  would 
not   long  have   furvived   thofe    ot 
America.     He  could  not  but  regard 
it  as  an  inconliftency  in  the  character 
of  lord  Cornwallis,    that  when  he 
had,  in  the  debate  in  the  houfe  of 
peers  on  the  declaratory  a6l,  ftrenu- 
ouily  denied  any  right  we  had  to  tax 
the  Americans,  while  they  continu- 
ed unreprefented  in  the  Britifli  fe- 
nate,  he  (liould  folicit    a  command 
iagainft  the   Americans  at  the   iirft 
breaking  out  of  the  war,  and  after- 
Wards  endeavour  by  fire  and  I'word  to 
enforce  a   taxation  of  the  colonies. 
As  a  peer,  his  lordlliip  had  fupport- 
ed   American  freedom,    and   voted 
againll   an    ignominious   badge   of 
bondage  on  the  colonifts ;  as  an  offi- 
cer, the  fame  lord  folicited  a  com- 
mand in  America,  to  enforce  that 
injuftice   of  which  he  complained, 
and  was  aftive  to  rivet  the  chains  of 
flavery  on  the  free-born  inhabitants 
of  the  new  world,  and  the  defccnd- 
ants  of  Engliflnuen.  Infuch  acaufe, 
lie  would  not  give  thanks  to  genius 
and  courage  united,  but  ill  direfted, 
produftive  of  no  good,  but  of  infi- 
nite  mifchief.     He  could   not   but 
confider  it  as   a  fubje6t  of  regret, 
when  great  military  talents  w^ere  thus 
feen  to  triumph  over  the  fuperior 
civil  virtues  of  the  citizen,  and  when 
mere  lawiefs  force  and  violence  re- 
ceived the  aid  of  valour  and  diftin- 
guifhcd  ability,  in  order  to  overturn 
a  fabric  of  freedom  and  juftice,  ce- 
mented by  the  befl-  blood  of  our  an- 
ceftors.     A  good  man  would  indig- 
nantly turn  his   eyes  from   laurels 
and  palms  of  vidlory  ftained  with  the 
blood  of  deferving   fellow-fubjefts, 
facrificed  to  fordid  views,  to  the  lufl; 
1781, 


of  power,  to  the  rage  of  a  tyrannical 

adminifiration.     Mr.  Wilkes  added, 
that  he  would  not  give  thanks  for 
victories,  which  only  tended  to  pro- 
traft  a  deftruflive  war.     Peace  with 
America  could  only  fave  this  finking 
itate,  and  give  us  permanent  .prof- 
pericy.     There  was  more  matter  of 
grief  than  of  triumph,  of  bewailing; 
than  thankfgiving,  in  this  civil  con- 
teft,    and    in   the   deluge  of  blood 
which    had    overflowed     America. 
Public   thanks  from  that  houfe  on 
the  prefent  occafion  would  only  wi- 
den  the   breach,     and  demonfi:rate 
how  far  v/e  were  behind  other  na- 
tions in  the  knowledge  of  true  }X3- 
licy.     The  wifeft  and  moft  polifhed 
nations  of  antiquity  drew  a  dark  and 
thick  veil  over  the  horror  of  civil 
commotions    and   bloodflied.     The 
Romans  granted  no  triumphs  for  the 
viftories  of  their  generals   in  civil 
wars.     They  wiflied  not  to  record 
and  perpetuate,  but  to  conceal  and 
confign  to  oblivion,  the  memory  of 
"Romans  falling  by  the  (words  of  Ro- 
mans.    As  to  the  victories  of  lord 
Cornwallis,  their  luftre  wasobfcurcd 
and  darkened  by  the  want  of  a  good 
caufe ;  without   which,  in  the   eye 
of  truth  and  reafon,  no  war  could 
be  juftified.     In  every  view,  there- 
fore, he  was  entirely  againft  the  pre- 
fent motion. 

Lord  North  endeavoured  to  de- 
fend the  chara6ter  of  lord  Cornwallis 
from  the  charge   of  inconfiftencv 
He  had,   indeed,    protefted  atry'"^ 

carrvmson  coercive  meaiures  °,  , 
A        •  1  u  ivedthe 

Aurenca,  as  long  as  he  con'-     - 
A        •         •  •       J  u    r    ;  meauires, 
Americans  mjured  bv  iu<- . 

But  as  foon  as  Great  t^^^^^^P'"'  "/ 

the   point    of  tar-j'^"'    .^"^^    ^"^'^^ 

other  liberal  co-e^o"^'  it  was  con- 

fiftent  in  lo-  ^T:^^^^^'  '''■  a-^'"" 
his  fword  -gainft  thofe  whom  juftice, 
and  mo^  ^^^"  juftice,  would  not 
fatis^.  and  who  had  leagued  them- 
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felves  with  the  inveterate  enemies  of 
their  country.  Even  the  late  earl  of 
ChMth:im  would  have  been  moved 
with  the  greatell  indignation  at  the 
idea  of  giving  up  the  dependency  of 
America  on  this  country,  though  he 
was  not  a  friend  to  American  taxa- 
tion.' His  lordfhip  farther  obferved, 
that  earl  Cormvallis  was  not  a  fol- 
dier  of  fortune,  or  under  any  temp- 
tation to  feek  in  war  the  advance- 
ment of  his  intereft.  He  had  left  the 
comforts  of  a  liberal  fortune  to  rifle 
his  life,  and  undergo  many  toils  in 
war,  to  ferve  his  country,  and  per- 
haps from  a  view  to  perlbnal  repu- 
tation ;  but  a  reputation  well  de- 
ferved,  being  founded  on  fervices  of 
the  greatefl  importance  to  his  coun- 
try. ,  Several  other  gentlemen  fpoke 
in  the  debate,  and  the  motion  was 
at  length  carried,  without  a  dlvl- 
lion,  and  with  an  amendment  pro- 
pofed  by  lord  Beauchamp,  that  the 
thanks  of  the  houfe  (hould  alfo  be 
given  to  admiral  Arbuthnot. 

On  the  :  8th,  upon  the  report  of 
the  refolutionsof  the  army  eftimates, 
a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hufley, 
that  the  faid  eftimates  (liould  be  re- 
committed, and  deferred  till  after 
the  holidays.  He  affigned  as  one 
reafon  for  his  motion,  that  he  dif- 
approved  of  the  mode  of  recruiting 
the  army,  by  reducing  the  old  re- 
giments, and  ralfing  new  levies  ; 
but  he  faid,  that  what  weighed 
:h  more  with  him  was,  the  enor- 
js  amount  of  the  army  eftimates. 
thought  that  the  navy  was 
H.  and  that  our  naval  force 
ought  to\^^^j^|-^^g|.j^ipjy  augmented. 

evera  ^  otn\^-entlemen  concurred 
with  him  m^^„;„„  .  ^^d  ^^^ 
i  homas  To^vniiKi^^^  y^^  ^im- 
felf  wuh  warmth  o^-^^^^^^^^^- 
ot  fending  out  new  rav^;,^gj^jg  /^ 
the  Weft  India  iflands.  H^eclared 
that  he  had  it  from  good  aut!x^j-jjy' 
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that  no  lefs  than  740  ibldler*  died  at 
St.  Lucia  in  a  very  few  months. 
But  inftead  of  attending  to  the  dc- 
creafe  of  our  refources  of  men,  th« 
mlniftry  were  wantonly  wafting  the 
ftrength  of  the  country,  and  fending 
its  army  to  rot  In  unwholefome  cli- 
mates, and  to  find  early  graves  in 
the  Weft  Indies.  The  houfe  divided 
upon  Mr.  Hufley 's  motion,  when 
there  appeared  37  for  it,  and  108 
agalnft  it. 

The  following  day,  the  houfe  hav- 
ing refolved  Itfelf  Into  a  committee 
of  fupply,  the  eftimates  of  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  ordnance  for  the  year 
1 78 1  were  laid  before  the  houfe  ; 
and  the  fupplies  moved  for  on  this 
account  were  agreed  to  without  much 
debate.  On  the  30th,  Colonel  Barre 
moved,  that  accounts  of  the  army 
in  North  America  and  the  Weft  In- 
dies, in  November,  1779,  accord- 
ing to  the  returns'  for  that  year  from 
Sir  Henry  Clinton,  ftiould  be  laid 
before  the  houfe.  This  motion  was 
agreed  to,  as  were  alfo  two  others 
made  by  the  fame  gentleman  ;  one, 
that  "  accounts  fliould  belaid  before 
the  houfe  of  all  the  troops  embarked 
for  America,  according  to  the  em-- 
barkatlon  returns,  from  1777  to 
1780  inclullve ;"  and  the  other, 
"  that  accounts  of  all  the  men  raifed 
and  employed  in  the  land  fervlce  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  including 
twenty  thoufand  marines,  intheyeai'S 
1777?  ^77^^  1770,  and  1780,  the 
fencibles  or  militia  of  Scotland  not 
being  included,  fliould  be  laid  be- 
fore the  houfe." 

On  the  4th  of  December  the  fup- 
plies required  for  the  navy  eftimates 
were  agreed  to  by  the  houfe  ;  and 
thefe  giving  rife  to  a  fliort  debate, 
fome  reflexions  were  thrown  out  in 
the  courfe  of  1^  agalnft  the  admlni- 
ftration,  on  account  of  their  having 
appointed  fie  Hugh  Pallifer  to  be 
governor 
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governor  of  Greenwich  Hofpital. 
That  gentleman  being  prefent  took 
occafion  from  hence  to  attempt  a 
vindication  of  his  conduft ;  and 
fome  altercation  enfued  between  him 
and  admiral  Kcppel.  The  next 
day,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr. 


Sawbrldge,  and  agreed  to,  that  a 
copy  of  the  minutes  of  the  trial  and 
fenience  of  the  court-martial  held 
for  the  trial  of  vice-admiral  fir  Hugh 
PalUfer  fliould  be  laid  before  the. 
houfe.  The  day  following,  the  houfe 
adjourned  tothezjdof  Jan.  1781, 


CHAP.      IV. 

Unfuccefsful  attempt  of  the  French  to  make  the mf elves  majlers  of  the  ijle 
ofjerfey.  Capture  of  ihe  iflands  of  St.  Euftatius^  St.  Martin,  Sa/ja,  and 
other  Dutch  fettlements.  Rigorous  trcat?nent  of  the  inhabitants  of  St,  Eujia' 
tius.  Memorials  and  remonflrances  occajioned  hy  that  tranfaSiion.  7  he 
United  Provinces  ill  prepared  for  ivar  at  the  commencement  ofhoflilities, 
I>iJfatisfaBion  in  Holland  on  account  of  the  Duke  of  Brunfivick.  Memorial 
frefcnted  to  the  States-General  hy  Mr.  John  Adams,  in  order  to  procure  an 
alliance  let^Meen  Holland  and  the  American  congref.  Order Sy  ijjuedhy  the 
court  of  Great  Britain,  rcfpc5ling  the  freedom  of  navigat.on  in  the  Baltic, 


IN  the  year  1779,  an  unfuccefs- 
ful attempt  was  made  by  the 
French  to  render  themfclves  mafters 
of  the  ifl-and  of  Jerfey.  Their  want 
of  fuccefs  on  that  occafion  did  not, 
however,  prevent  their  making  an- 
other attempt  at  the  commencement 
of  the  year  1781.  On  the  6th  of 
January,  upwards  of  eight  hundred 
French  troops,  commanded  by  the 
baron  de  Rullecourt,  landed  at  the 
Bank  du  Violet,  in  that  ifland.  In 
their  attempt  to  land,  more  than 
200  men  were  loft,  in  confequence 
of  one  privateer,  and  four  tranfport 
vefiels,  being  wrecked  upon  the 
rocks.  But  the  militia  guard  of  the 
ifland  were  fo  deficient  in  vigilance, 
and  fo  totally  neg-leftful  of  their 
duty,  that  the  French  effeded  their 
landing  with  the  utmolf  privacy.  To 
the  aftonifiiment  of  the  inhabitants, 
the  market-place  of  St.  Helier,  the 
principal  town  of  the  ifland,  was 
filled  with  French  troops,  foon  after 
the  day  began  to  dawn,  without  a 
fingle  gun  having  been  fired,  or  the 
leafl:  alarm  being  given  from  any 
quarter.   Major  Mofes  Corbett,  the 


lieutenant-governor,  was  In  bed, when 
his  fervant  firft  acquainted  him  with 
the  arrival  of  the  French  troops. 
When  he  had  drefied  himfelf,  he 
found  his  houfe  furrounded,  and  on 
his  appearing  was  taken  prifoner. 
He  had,  however,  previouily  found 
means  to  fend  fome  information  of 
the  flare  of  thi  j^s  to  the  78th,  83d, 
and  9!;th  regiments,  which  were  fta- 
tioned  in  different  parts  of  the  ifland. 
After  the  lieutenant-governor  was 
taken  prifoner,  he  was  carried  to 
the  French  general,  who  immedi- 
ately propofed  to  him  to  fign  articles 
of  capitulation  ;  threatening  in  cafe 
he  refufed,  to  fet  fire  to  the  town, 
and  put  the  inhabitants  to  the  fword; 
and  at  the  fame  time,  in  order  to 
prevail  on  him  to  comply,  falfely 
aflTuring  him,  that  he  had  landed 
above  five  thoufand  men  on  the 
ifland.  The  lieutenant-governor  re- 
prefented,  that,  being  a  prifoner,  he 
was  in  confequence  deprived  of 
all  authority,  and  that  therefore  his 
figning  any  terms  of  capitulation,  or 
pretending  to  give  any  orders,  could 
anfwer  no  fturpofe.  The  French 
D  2-  general, 
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general,   however,   perfifted  in  his 
itquifition  ;  and  the  lieutenant-go- 
vernor, influenced  by  his   menaces 
refpeCling  the  town  and  its  inhabit- 
ants, and  paying  too  much  regard  to 
his  reprelentations,    was   at  length 
prevailed  with  to  fign  the  articles, 
iind  to  fend  orders  to  iome  officers 
under  his  command  to  comply  with 
the  capitulation.    He  atterwards  de- 
clared, In  his  own  juftiiication,  that 
he  had  not  the  leaft  expeftation  that 
his  orders  would  be  obeyed  ;  that 
he  was  convinced,  that  his  imprifon- 
ment    utterly   abrogated   l"s   com- 
mand, even  if  he  had  been  diipofed 
voluntarily  to  exercife  it ;  and  much 
more,  when  the  command  exerciied, 
was  the  impontion  of  foreign  force  ; 
and  he  therefore  confidered  that  his 
acquiefcence,  while  it  protedled  the 
town,  could   not  poffibly  furrender 
the  illand,  if  thole  on  whom  iti  pro- 
teftlon  devolved,  found  thcmlelycs 
polTeffcd  of  the  means  to  proteft  it. 
When  the  French  general  ium- 
moncd  Elizabeth  cartle  tofurrender, 
cantain  Aylward,  who  commanded 
there,  not  only  peremptorily  retuied, 
but  fired  upon  the  FreRch,  and  com- 
pelled them  to  retire.     In  the  mean 
time,  the  Bvitilli  troops,  under  the 
command  of  major    Pierfon,  _  who 
was  next  in  feniority  to  the  lieute- 
nant-governor,    together   with   the 
militia  of  the  iflaud,  aftembled  iipon 
tl^e  heights  near  the   town.     The 
French  'general  lent  to  them  a  requi- 
lltion,  that  they  fliould  conform  to 
the  capitulation:    but  received  lor 
xmfwer,    "  That  if  the  French  did 
not  lay  down  their  arms,  and  lur- 
render  themlelves  prifonei  sin  twenty 
minutes,  they  would  be  attacked. 
Accordingly,  major  Pierlon,  having 
made  a  very  judicious  dilpohtion  ot 
theBritifr  troops,  they  attacked  the 
enemv  with  great  vigour  and  impetuo- 
fity.  During  the  heat  of  the  attion, 


tlie  French  general  compelled  major 
Loihctt,  the  lieuttnani-governor,  to 
ftand  dole  by  him,  faying,  that  he 
Ihouldfr.are  his  fate.  But  the  French 
general  was  mortally  wounded  ;  and, 
m  lefs  than  half  an  hour  from  the 
commencement   of  the  attion,  the 
French  officer  next  in  command  de- 
fired   major  Corbett  to  refume  the 
government,    and    to   accept   their 
iubmillion  as  prifoners  of  war.  Such 
was  the  end  of  this  attempt  upon  the 
iile  of  Jerfey  :  but  it  unfortunately 
happened  that  major  Pierfon,  who 
was  a  very  able  officer,  and  had  be- 
haved   vv'ith   great   gallantry,  _^  was 
killed  in  the   moment  of  victory. 
The  condaft  of  the  lieutenant-go- 
vernor was  afterwards  cenfured  by 
a  court-martial,  and  he  was  fuper- 
feded  in  his  office. 

The  beginning  of  this  year  was 
alfo  rendered  remarkable  by  the  \n\- 
expefted  attack  of  the  Dutch  ifland 
of  St.  Euftatius,  and  its  dependen- 
cies, by  admiral  Rodney  and  general 
Vaughan.     On  the  3d  of  February 
thefe  commanders,  with  a  confide r- 
able  fleet,  and  a  large  body  of  land 
forces,  appeared  before  St.   Eufta- 
tius, and  font  a  fummons  to  the  go- 
vernor,   demanding  the    furrender 
of  the  ifiand  of  St.  Euflatius,  and  its 
dependencies,  and  giving  him  one 
hour  to  confider  of  it.     This  unex- 
pected attack  threw  the  inhabitants 
into  the  utmoft  confternation.  They 
hnd  fo   little   apprehenfion  of  any 
thing  of'this  kind,  that  they  could 
fcarcely    give    cre_dit    to  Ueutenant 
Cockburne,  who  was  fent  with  the 
fummons  to  the  governor.  A  Dutch 
man  of  war,  commanded  by  cotmt 
Byland,  and  belonging  to  the  de- 
partment of  the  admiralty  of  Am- 
lierdam,  had  arrived  there  juft  be- 
fore ;  and  from  the  reprefentations 
of  the  officers  of  this  fliip,  the  inha- 
bitants of  St.  Euftatius  had  been  led 
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to  believe,  that  there  was  no  danger 
of  hoftilities  with  England.  The 
iiland  was  incapable  oi  any  reliftance 
to  the  force  that  was  brought  againft 
it ;  and  it  was  therefore  furrender- 
ed  at  difcrctioa,  by  the  governor, 
De  Graaf,  wlu  recommended  the 
town  and  its  inhabitants  to  the  mercy 
of  the  Britifh  commanders.  But 
though  they  made  no  refinance,  and 
furrendercd  at  difcrciion,  they  expe- 
rienced no  lenity,  but  were  treated 
with  a  degree  of  rigour  very  unufual 
among  civilized  nations  in  fuch  cafes. 
The  pretext  affigned  tor  this  conducf 
was,  that  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Eu- 
ftatius  had  afforded  conliderablc  af- 
fiftance  to  the  Americans,  and  to  the 
enemies  of  Great  Britain.  All  the 
property  found  upon  the  ifland,  pub- 
lic and  private,  was  declared  to  be 
confifcated.  The  inhabit mts  were 
compelled  to  deliver  up  their  cafli, 
and  all  their  effects.  Their  ware- 
houfes  were  locked  up,  and  accefs 
was  denied  to  the  proprietors  ;  fo 
that  they  were  not  even  permitted 
an  opportunity  of  afcertaining  the 
amount  of  their  commodities,  or  of 
fecuring  any  future  claim  to  their 
property  by  labels,  or  by  inventories. 
The  merchants  books  were  alio  feiz- 
cd,  and  even  their  letters  and  prjvate 
papers.  All  the  Jews  upon  the  iiland 
were  informed  that  they  wovdd  be 
tranfported  from  it,  and  only  one  day 
was  given  them  for  preparation.  At 
the  time  appointed,  they  all  appear- 
ed, to  the  number  of  one  hundred 
and  one,  and  after  all  their  money 
had  been  taken  from  them,  to  the 
amount  of  eight  thoufand  poundf, 
thirty  of  them  were  embarked  on 
board  the  Shrevvfbury,  and  carried 
to  St.  Chriftopher's,  without  being 
informed  whither  they  were  going, 
or  without  being  permitted  to  take 
with  them  their  wives  or  children. 
■jThe  rcfr,   alter   being  {tripped   of 


their  property,  were  fuffered  to  re- 
turn to  their  families,  and  continue 
on  the  iiland.  A  proclamation  was 
alfoilluedby  theBritifla  commanders, 
ordering  all  the  Americans,  without 
diifinction,  to  depart  the  iiland  :  fi- 
milar  orders  were  iffued  refpefting 
the  French  inhabitants,  the  Dutch 
inhabitants  who  had  been  citizens  of 
Amfterdam,  and  all  foreigners  of 
every  kind,  excepting  the  fettled  in- 
habitants of  the  iiland.  The  pro- 
perty of  the  inhabitants  was  fold  by 
auction,  the  fales  commencing  on 
the  1 5  th  of  March  ;  and  notice  was 
given  in  the  Carribbean  gazette, 
that  all  perfons  who  would  come  to 
the  iiland  in  order  to  purchafe, 
fliould  have  whatever  they  bought 
properly  fecured  to  them.  The 
goods  purchafed  at  thefe  fales  were 
fuppofed  to  be  fold  at  about  one 
fourth  of  their  value  ;  and  were 
■  permitted  to  befliipped  off  in  Englifli 
or  neutral  bottoms,  for  the  purpofe 
ol  conveying  them  to  any  of  the 
Englilh  or  neutral  illands. 

The  treatment  of  the  inhabitants 
of  St.  Euftatius,  and  the  feizure  of 
their  private  property,  were  highly 
diilionourable  to  the  Britilh  name 
and  charader  ;  and  of  a  totally  dif- 
ferent kind  from  that  behaviour  and 
conduct  to  our  enemies,  by  which 
the  Englifli  had  been  diftinguilhcd  in 
thole  more  brilliant  periods,  when 
they  were  eqv.ally  characterifed  by 
gallantry  and  by  humanity.  1  ndeed, 
the  tranfadions  at  St.  Euitatius  were 
condemned  in  England,  by  men  of 
difcernment  and  philanthropy,  and 
thole  who  had  a  juft  regard  to  the 
national  character,  from  the  very 
moment  that  the  account  of  them 
arrived  :  though,  to  many  of  a  dif- 
ferent difpolition,  this  triumph  over 
the  Dutch  was  confidered  as  a  mat- 
ter of  great  joy  and  exultation.  But 
the  more  this  matter  was  canvaHec?, 
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the  more  odious  it  appeared  ;  and 
no  generous  mind  could  receive  any 
pleafure  tVom  fuch  a  method  of 
trenting  a  defencelefs  enemy.  All 
reflefting  men  beheld  it  with  con- 
cern, as  a  precedent  of  a  very  dan- 
gerous nature,  and  as  calculated  to 
increafethofe  calamities  and  horrors 
of  war,  which  the  mildnefs  of  mo- 
dern manners  had  greatly  contri- 
buted to  alleviate. 

It  was  boaited  by  one  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  commanders,    in   his    letter  to 
government,   that,    in   confequence 
of  the  conqueltof  St.  Eufi:.:iius,  they 
took   pofleffion  of  property  to  the 
amount    "  of  at  leatt  three  millions 
of  money."    Befides  the  ilt.ind,  they 
took  a  Imtch  m-m  of  war  (f  60  guns, 
a  large  frigate,  and  up'.vards  of  200 
trading   vellels.     The   man  of  war 
had  failed  from  St.  Euftatiup,  having 
an  admiral  on  boai  d,  and  wirli  a  con- 
voy, before  the  arrival  of  Rodney 
and  Vaughan  at  tfiat  ifl.;nd  ;  but  it 
was    overtaken,  and   attacked,    and 
the  Dutch   admiral  killed  in  an  en- 
gagement with  the  Monarch,  after 
which  the  whole  convoy  furrender- 
ed.     Befides  the  ifl  md  of  Sr.  Eulla- 
tius,  the  iflands  of  St.   Martin  and 
Saba  alio  fur  rendered  at  difcretion, 
no  terms  whutfoever  being  granted 
them.  Admiral  Rodney  and  general 
Vaughan    likewife   added   to   their 
former  conquefis  the  French  ifland 
of  tt.  Banholomevv,  and  the  Dutch 
colonies  of  Demerary  and  Iffequibo 
upon  the  Spanidi  main  ;  but  tothefe 
they  thought  proper  to  atTord  better 
treatment  than  had  been  experienced 
by  St.  Euftatlu---,  leaving  the  inha- 
bitants in  pofieffion  ot  their  private 
property.  A  number  of  Dutch  mer- 
chant-flnps  in  the  I'iver  Demerary 
were  alfo  taken  poffeffion  of  by  two 
Hoops  of  his  Britannic  majefly.  The 
Dutch  fettlement  of  Berbicia,  a  few 
leagues  diftant  from  Demerary,  toge- 


ther with  feveral  veffels,  was  alfo  ta- 
ken by  two  private  floops  of  war.  But 
a  confiderable  number  of  the  veffels 
captured  at  St.  Euftaiius,  being  af- 
terwards fenthome,  under  convoy  of 
the  Vengeance  and  Prince  Edward 
men  of  war,  and  two  frigates,  fell 
in  with  a  French  fquadron,  confift- 
ing  of  fix  fnips  of  the  line  and  two 
frigates,  under  the  command  of 
Monf.  de  la  Mothe  Piquet,  to  the 
weflward  of  Scilly.  Moft  of  the 
merchant  fliips  were  captured  by  the 
French  ;  but  the  king's  flrips,  on 
board  one  of  which  was  the  greateft 
part  of  the  fpecie  taken  at  St.  Eufta- 
tius,  efcaped. 

i  he  merchants  of  the  Britifh 
ifland  of  St.  Chriftopher,  who  had 
confiderable  property  at  St.  Eufta- 
trus,  and  who  were  alarmed  at  the 
treatment  of  the  inhabitants  of  that 
illand,  and  at  the  indifcriminate  con- 
fifcation  of  private  property,  tranf- 
mitted  to  admiral  Rodney  and  gene- 
ral Vaughan,  by  the  hands  of  John 
Glanville,  efq;  his  majefly's  foli- 
citor-genf^ral  for  St.  Chriftopher*s, 
a  memori.d  and  remonftrance  againft 
the  conduft  of  thofe  commanders. 
They  reprefented,  that  their  pro- 
perty, fairly  bought,  under  the  fanc- 
tion  ofadts  of  parliament,  with  their 
own  money,  had  been  forcibly  taken 
from  them,  without  their  being  al- 
lowed to  mark  or  number  the  pack- 
ages, and  without  knowing  in  what 
fliips  they  were  to  be  loaded.  They 
obferved,  that  if,  by  the  fate  of 
war,  the  Britlfli  Wefl  India  iflands 
fhould  fall  into  the  hands  of  an  en- 
raged enemy,  the  conduft  of  the 
Britifh  commanders  at  St.  Euftatius 
would  be  a  pretext  for  them  to  re- 
taliate, and  to  confifcate  private 
property  ;  which  might  deprive 
them  ot  the  means  of  paying  their 
creditors  in  England,  and  be  the 
caufe    of    numerous    bankruptcies 
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there.     They   farther    reprefented, 
that  the  conquerors  of  all  civilized 
Hations  had  avoided  the  invalion  of 
private  property  ;  being  led,   horn 
motives  both  of  humanity  and  po- 
licy, to  preferve  the  property  of  in- 
dividuals.    They  took  notice  of  the 
late  generous  beh  aviour  of  the  French 
court  in  the  cafe  of  Grenada  ;  by 
which  a  fpirit  was  manifefted  totally 
different  from  that  which  had  occa- 
lionedthe  late  treatment  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  St.   Euftatius.     Grenada 
being  taken  by  llorm,  without  capi- 
tulation, was  at  the  mercy  of  the 
conquerors.     The  count  D'Eftaing 
did  not,  however,  feize  the  property 
of  individuals  ;    though   he   iifued 
edifts  to  prevent  the  payment  of  debts 
due  in  Great  Britain,  and  difplaced 
agents  of  abfentees,  by  appointing 
truftees  to   receive  the  produce   of 
the  ellates.  But  even  thefe  meafures* 
caufed  an  univerfal  clamour  among 
the  enlightened  part  of  the  French 
nation,  who  carried  remonftrances 
to  the   throne  of  an  abfolute  mo- 
narch, and  count  D'Eftaing's  con- 
duft   was  feverely   reprobated,    his 
edicts  refcinded,  and  the  inhabitants 
put    upon    the    fame    footing   with 
French  fubjeds  in  that  ifland.   They 
alfo  intimated  to  the  admiral,  that 
if  he  declined  doing  them  juftice,  re- 
fpeiling  their  property  in  St.  Eufta- 
tius,   they  (hoiild  be   compelled  to 
have  recoLufe  to  the  courts  of  law 
in  England. 

This  memorial  produced  no  eflfefl;. 
TheadmiralintormcdMr.  Glanville, 
that  "  he  had  not  leifure  to  perufe 
the  memorial,"  which  he  had  deli- 
vered to  him  ;  and  added,  in  a  ftylc 
fomewhat  haughty,  "that  the  illand 
of  St.  Euftatius  was  Dutch,  every 
thing  in  it  was  Dutch,  every  thing 
was  under  the  protection  of  the 
Dutch  flag,  and  that  as  Dutch  it 
ihould  be  treated."    But  it  having 


been  intimated  by  fir  George  Rod- 
ney,   as    a    reafon  for   confifcatinp- 
even  Britilh  property  at  St.   Eufta- 
tius, that   the  king's   enemies  were 
fupplied  from  that  ifland,  Mr.  Glan- 
ville very  properly  replied,  that  "  it 
feemed  to  be  one  of  the  ftjft  princi- 
ples of  a  great  commercial  nation, 
to  know  no  limits  to  its  trade,  but 
what  are  impofed  by  the  laws.     Un- 
der this  principle,  and  with  the  laws 
for  their  guide,    Britilli   merchants 
had  adted.  They  faw,  that  the  laws 
of  their  country  did  not  forb'd  the 
trade  to  St.  Euftatius.     They  faw, 
that  the  officers  of  his  majei'y's  cuf- 
toms    cleared  out   veftels    from    the 
principal  pons  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland    for    tt.    Euftatius.     They 
faw    too,  and  were  encoiiriig-ed    in 
their    opinion,    not  of  the   legality 
only,  but  even  of  the  propriety  of 
this  trade,  by   the  condudt  of   his 
majefty's  naval  officers  in  thofe  Teas. 
For  if  the  king's  enemies  were  fup- 
plied, by  the   trade  of  his   fubjeds 
through  St.    Euftatius,    they  wece 
likewife  fupplied  through  the  fame 
channel,  by  the  fale  of  prizes  cap- 
tured by  his  majefty's  fiiips  of  war." 
The  Weft  India  planters  and  mer- 
chants of  London  likewife  prefented 
a  petition  to  the  king  on  this  fubje6f, 
in  which  they  ftated,  that  the  feizure 
of  private  property  at  St.  Euftatius 
was  contrary  to  the  praftice  of  all 
civilized  nations ;    that  the  Dutch 
iilands,  particularly    St.    Euftatius, 
were  juftly  conhdered  as  free  ports, 
open  to  all  the  world,    where  the 
fubjefts  ot  all  ftates  in  amity  with 
Holland    weie     equally    welcome; 
where  the  goods   imported  by  the 
hand   of  commerce   were    at   open 
market,  ready  to  be  fold  to  the  beft 
bidder,    without  favour    and   affec- 
tion, without  any  partial  or  political 
attachment  or  predileftion  to  any  of 
the  powers  at  war,  without  regard 
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to  any  other  otjeft  than  that  of  mer- 
cantile profit,  which  was  the  fpring 
and  foul  of  all  commerce  ;  that  the 
trade  with  the  Dutch  iflands,  before 
the  commencement  of  hoftilies,  was 
ilriftly  legal,  and  exprefsly  autho- 
rized by  an  aft  pafTed  in  the  laft  fef- 
iion  of  parliament ;  that  a  coniider- 
able  part  of  the  property  found  in 
the  Dutch  i (lands  belonged  to  fome 
of  his  majefty's  moil:  faithful  and 
loyal  fubjecls  ;  and  that  the  confif- 
cation  of  the  private  property  even 
of  the  enemy  mult  neceifarily  tend 
to  increafe  ihc  calamities  of  war,  by 
exciting  defperate  reiiilance,  by  ex- 
alperating  the  foes  of  England  againfl: 
the  trading  inhabitants  of  thofe 
aflands,  who  might  hereafter  be 
obliged  to  fubmit  to  their  arms, 
and  by  eitablilhing  a  predatory  fy- 
iltm,  deftruftive  and  ruinous  in  its 
confequences  to  individuals,  and  of  np 
folid  benefit  to  any  oftheftates  at  war. 
After  the  commencement  of  hof- 
tilities  between  Great  Britain  and 
Holland,  the  latter  endeavoured  to 
jntcrelf  the  other  powers  of  Europe 
in  her  favour,  and  to  make  it  ap- 
pear, that  the  former  had  been, prin- 
cipally induced  to  attack  Holland, 
irom  indignation  at  her  having  ac- 
ceded to  the  treaty  of  armed  neu- 
trality. This  was  flrongiy  repre- 
jented  in  a  memorial  prefented  on 
the  28th  of  February,  1781,  by  the 
baron  Van  Lynden,  envoy  extraor- 
tilnary  from  the  States-general  of 
the  United  Provinces  to  the  court  of 
Stockholm,  to  count  Ulrich  Schief- 
fer,  minifter  and  fecretary  of  ftate 
to  the  king  of  Sweden.  The  States- 
general  alio  publifhed,  on  the  loth 
of  March,  an  anfwer  to  the  mani- 
fello  of  the  court  of  Great  Britain. 
The  courts  of  Ruffia  and  Sweden 
having  both  made  offers  of  a  media- 
tion between  Great  Britain  and  the 
ynitsd  Provinces,  the  Biitifli  court 


thought  proper  to  give  the  prefetr 
ence  to  the  former ;  but  the  pre-- 
cipitation  with  which  the  Englifli 
had  engaged  in  attuul  hoftilities 
againfl;  Holland,  and  their  condu6t 
at  St.  Euftatius,  had  no  tendency  to 
promote  an  object  fo  defirable  as  that 
of  peace. 

The  Dutch  nation  were  very  ill 
prepared  for  war,  at  the  time  when 
jioftilities  took  place  between  them 
and  Great  Britain.  Their  navy  had 
been  fo  much  neglefted,  that  it 
would  neceifarily  require  a  conlider- 
able  time  before  they  would  be  able 
to  equip  a  formidable  fleet.  This 
flate  of  things  caufed  much  diflatis- 
faftion  to  be  exprcHed  in  Holland 
againfl:  thofe  who  were  invelled  with 
the  government  of  that  countr)''. 
The  condu6t  of  Duke  Lewis  of 
Brunfwick  V/olfenbuttle,  field-mar- 
ftial  of  Holland,  was  particularly 
cenfured.  He  had  been  appointed, 
in  1759,  reprefentative  of  the  prince 
fladtholder,  as  captain  general,  dur- 
ing the  time  he  fliould  be  underage  : 
and  it  was  faid,  that  his  influence 
over  the  ftadtholder  was  the  firfl: 
caufe  of  the  weaknefs  of  the  flate, 
and  of  that  flownefs  and  indolence 
which  were  fo  confpicuous  in  the 
management  of  the  affairs  of  the 
republic.  Inlinuations  were  ever^ 
thrown  out-,  that  he  had  an  excef- 
five  and  illicit  attachment  to  the 
Englirn  court,  and  that  he  had  been 
bribed  by  that  court.  The  regency 
of  Amflerdam  tranfmitted  a  memo- 
rial to  the  ftadtholder,  in  which  they 
^•eprefcnted  to  him,  that  the  averlion 
and  hatred  of  the  Dutch  nation 
againft  the  perfon  and  adminiftration 
of  the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  had  rifen 
to  fuch  an  height,  that  the  mofl  dif» 
agreeable  and  troublefome  confe- 
quences might  juftly  be  apprehend- 
ed  ;  and  they  therefore  Iblicited, 
that  he  might  be  removed  from  the 
direftioc^ 
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direction  of  public  afHurs,  and  from 
the  perfon  and  court  of  the  ftadt- 
holder.  It  was,  however,  after- 
wards thought  prudent  by  the  States- 
general,  in  confequence  of  the  re- 
monftrances  of  the  duke  of  Brunf- 
vvick,  to  pafs  fome  refolutions  in 
vindication  of  the  character  of  that 
prince  ;  and  placards  were  pubUfhed, 
prohibiting  all  pafquinades,  fatirical 
prints,  or  libels  of  any  kind  againft 
the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  and  de- 
nouncing penalties  aga'nft  the 
authors  or  printers  of  fuch  libels. 
But  it  is  not  probable,  that  thefe 
meafures  produced  any  general  con- 
viftion  of  the  duke's  innocence,  or 
reftoved  him  to  the  public  confi- 
dence. 

In  April,  1781,  a  memorial  was 
pre  Tented  to  the  States-general  by 
Mr.  John  Adams,  agent  for  the 
American  congrefs  at  the  Hague, 
declaring  the  firm  refolution  of  the 
feveral  United  States  of  America  to 
maintain  their  independency  at  all 
hazards  ;  pointing  out  the  advan- 
tages which  would  accrue  both  to 
Holland  and  America  from  a  mu- 
tual alliance  ;  and  therefore  requir- 
ing them  to  acknowledge  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  to  enter  into  equitable 
treaties  with  them,  and  fuch  as 
Ihould  be  beneficial  to  both  countries. 

About  this  time  the  king  of  Pruflla 
acceded  to  the  armed  neutrality, 


which  was  become  fo  formidable,  as 
to  oblige  the  court  of  London,  foon 
after,  to  make  a  conceffion  refpeft- 
ing  the  navigation  of  the  Baltic,  not 
quite  confiftent  with  that  high  tone 
which  had  lately  been  affumed.  A 
declaration  was  made  by  the  king  of 
Denmark,  "That  the  Baltic  being, 
from  its  peculiar  and  local  fituation, 
an  inclofed  fea,  in  which  the  Ihips 
of  all  nations  might,  and  ought  to 
navigate  in  peace,  and  enjoy  all  the 
advantages  of  a  public  tranquility, 
his  majefty  could  not  permit,  that 
any  lliips  of  war  or  privateers  of  the 
belligerent  powers,  Ihould  enter  the 
faid  fea,  with  a  view  to  commit  hot- 
tilities  againft  the  fubje6ts  of  any 
flate  whatfoever."  It  was  added,  that 
the  two  other  northern  courts  had 
adopted,  and  would  fupport  the 
fame  fyftem.  And  on  the  21ft  of 
April,  orders  and  inftrudlions  were 
publiflied  in  the  London  Gazette, 
by  which  his  Britannic  majefty 
ftri(5tly  charged  and  enjoined  the 
commanders  of  all  fhips  of  war,  and 
the  commanders  of  all  Ihips  and  vef- 
fels  having  letters  of  marque  and 
reprifal,  not  to  flop  or  detain  any 
fliips  or  velTelg  in  the  Baltic,  for  the 
purpofe  of  masing  prize  of  the  fame, 
but  that  they  fliould  fuffer  all  fuch 
fhips  or  veffels  as  they  {hould  meet 
in  thofe  feas,  to  proceed  on  their  re- 
fpeftive  voyages  without  interrup- 
tion. 
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jtmerican  AJfairu  Dlfcontent  offome  of  the  American  troops^  and  revolt  of 
the  P enfyl'vania  line.  Ineffe^ual  attempts  of  Jtr  Henry  Clinton  to  induce 
them  to  join  the  royal  ft  andard.  Refolution  of  a  committee  of  the  congrefs 
rclati've  to  the  treatment  of  American  prifoners.  Defeat  of  the  Bri- 
tijh  troops  under  lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  by  the  Americans  under  general 
Morgan.  Military  operations  fffter  that  event.  Lord  Cornivallis  marches 
through  North  Carolina.  Large  quantities  of  American  fores  defrayed  ly 
Arnold.  Wilmington  taken  poffcjjion  of  hy  the  kin£s  troops. .  Defeat  of 
general  Greene  hy  lord  Cor mvallis  at  Guildford,  Other  military  tranfaiiions. 


AT  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1 781,  an  aftair  happened  in 
America,  from  which  espeftations 
were  formed  by  fir  Henry  Clinton, 
that  fome  confide  rable  advantage 
might  be  derived  to  the  royal  caufe. 
The  long  continuance  of  the  war, 
and  the  difficulties  under  which  the 
congrefs  laboured,  had  prevented 
their  troops  from  being  properly 
fupplied  with  neceflaries  and  conve- 
niencies.  In  confequence  of  this,  on 
the  firft  of  January,  the  American 
troops  that  were  hutted  at  Morris 
town,  and  who  formed  what  was 
called  the  Penfylvania  line,  turned 
out,  being-  in  number  about  1300, 
and  declared,  that  they  would  ferve 
no  longer,  unlefs  their  grievances 
were  redreffed,  as  they  had  not  re- 
ceived their  pay,  or  been  furniflied 
with  the  neceifary  cloathing  or  pro- 
vifions.  It  is  faid,  that  they  were 
fomewhat  inflamed  with  liquor,  in 
confequence  of  rum  having  been 
diftributed  to  them  more  liberally 
than  ufual,  New-year's  day  being 
eonfidered  as  a  kind  of  feftival.  A 
riot  enfued,  in  which  an  officer  was 
killed,  and  four  wounded :  five  or 
fix  of  the  infurgentswere  alfo  wound- 
ed. They  then  collefted  the  artil- 
lery, ftores,  provifions,  and  wag- 
gons, and  marched  out  of  the  camp. 
They  palfed  by  the  quarters  of  ge- 


neral Wayne,  who  fent  a  meflage  to 
them,  requeuing  them  to  d^fift,  or 
the  confequences  would  prove  fatal. 
They  refufed,  and  proceeded  on 
their  march  till  the  evening,  when 
they  took  pofl:  on  an  advantageous 
piece  of  ground,  and  ele£led  officers 
from  among  themfelves.  On  the 
2d,  they  marched  to  Middlebrook, 
and  on  the  3d  to  Prince-town,  where 
they  fixed  their  quarters.  On  that 
day,  a  flag  of  truce  was  fent  to  them 
from  the  officers  of  the  American 
camp,  with  a  meffage,  defiring  to 
know  what  were  their  intentions. 
Some  of  them  anfwered,  that  they 
had  already  ferved  longer  than  the 
time  for  which  they  were  enlifted, 
and  would  ferve  no  longer ;  and 
others,  that  they  would  not  return, 
unlefs  their  grievances  were  redreff- 
ed. But  at  the  fame  time  they  re- 
peatedly, and  in  the  ftrongell:  terms, 
denied  being  influenced  by  the  leafl 
dlfafieftion  to  the  American  caufe, 
or  having  any  intentions  of  dcferting 
to  the  enemy. 

Intelligence  of  this  tranfaftioii 
was  foon  conveyed  to  New  York. 
A  large  body  of  Britifli  troops  were 
immediately  ordered  to  hold  them- 
felves in  readinefs  to  move  on  the 
fliorteft  notice,  it  being  hoped  that 
the  American  revolters  might  be  in- 
duced to  join  the  royal  army. 
Meffengers 
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Meflengers  were  alfo  Tent  to  them 
from  general   Clinton,  acquainting 
them,  that  they  ftiould  direftly  be 
taken  under  the  protedliion  of  the 
Britifh  government,  that  they  fliould 
have  a  free  pardon  for  all  former 
offences,  and  that  the  pay  due  to 
them  from  the  congrefs  Ihould  be 
faithfullv  paid  them,  without  any 
expeftation  of  military  fervice,  un- 
lefs    it   fliould  be  voluntary,  upon 
condition  of  their  laying  down  their 
arms,  and  returning  to  their  alle- 
giance.    It  wab  alfo  recommended 
to  them  to  move  beyond  the  >outh 
river ;  and  they  were  allured,  that 
a  body   of  Britifh  troops  fliouU  be 
ready  to   prote£l  them,    whenever 
they  defired  it.     Thefe  propofitions 
were  rejeded  with  difdain,  and  they 
even  delivered  up  two  of  lir  Henry 
Clinton's  meflengers  to  the  congrefs. 
Jofeph  Reed,  cfq.  preiident  of  the 
ftate  of  Penfylvania,  afterwards  re- 
paired to  them  at  Prince-town,  and 
an  accommodation  took  place :  fuch 
of  them  as  had  ferved  out  their  full 
terms  were  permitted  to  return  to 
their  own  homes,  and  others  again 
joined  the  American  army,  upon  re- 
ceiving fatisfa(5tory  afl\i ranees  that 
their  grievances  fhould  be  redrefled. 
Whatever  expeftations   might  at 
firft  have  been  f  )rmed  of  advantage 
to  the  royal  caufe  from  this  taanfac- 
tion,  the  termination  of  it,  and  the 
circumftances  with  which  it  was  at- 
tended, naturally  led  to  conclulions 
of  a  very  different  kind.    It  appear- 
ed that  thefe  American  troops,  how- 
ever great   the  hardfliips  they   la- 
boured under,  and  however  diilatis- 
fied  with   their  condition,  had  not 
the  leaft  inclination  to  join  the  royal 
ftandard,  but  the  moil:  determined 
averiion    againft    it.     This    affair, 
therefore,    afforded    one    evidence, 
among  many  others,  of  the  extreme 
difficulty,    if  not    impoffibility,    of 
(ybduing  the  Americans  by  force, 


or  of  bringing  them  again  to  a 
fubmiffion  to  the  Britifli  govern- 
ment. 

On  the  5th  of  the  fame  month, 
the  following  report  was  made  by  a 
committee  of  congrefs  to  that  bodv, 
relative  to  the  treatment  of  Ameri- 
can   prifoners,     after    an    inquiry 
upon  this  fubjeft  :  "  That  notwith- 
{landing  every    effort    of   congrefs 
to  obtain  for  our  people,  prifoners 
in   the  hands  of  the    enemy,   that 
treatment    which    humanity    alone 
fhould    have    dilated,    the    Britifli 
commander,  unmindful  of  the  ten- 
dernefs  exerciied  towards  their  men, 
prifcner  •  in  our  hands,  and  regard- 
lefs  of  the  praftice  of  civilized  na- 
tions, has  perhfted  in  treating  our 
people,    prifoners    to    them,    with 
every  fpecies  of  infult,  outrage,  and 
cruelty.     Officers  and  men  are  in- 
difcriminately  thrown  into  the  holds 
ot  prifon-fiiips,  and  into  loathfome 
dungeons,    and    there    deprived    of 
fuel  and  the  common  neceflaries  of 
life  ;     by  which  means  many  of  the 
citizens    of  thofe   ftates   have  been 
compelled  to  enter  into  their  fervice^ 
to  avoid  thofe  diftrefl'es  wtiich  a  con- 
dud  fo  contrary  to  the  law  of  na- 
tions had  brought  upon  them.    Our 
feamen  taken  upon  the  American 
coafts  have  been  fent  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, or  other  parts  beyond  the  feas, 
to  prevent  their  being  exchanged, 
or  to  force  them  to  take  arms  againll: 
their  country.     In  the  opinion  of 
the  committee,  an  exercife  of  the 
law  ol  retaliation  was  therefore  be- 
come necelTary,  as  a  juftice  due  to 
thofe   citizens    of  America,  whom 
the  fortune  of  war  has  thrown  into 
the  hands  of  our  enemy."     In  con- 
fequence  of  this  report,  orders  were 
ifluedby  the  congrefs  for  a  more  ri- 
gorous treatment  of  Britifh  prifon- 
ers ;   and  that  the  American  board 
of  admiralty  fliould  prevent  the  ex- 
c»hange  of  any  Britilh  fea-officers  or 
feamen. 
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leamen,  until  fuch  feamen  as  had 
been  taken  upon  the  .  American 
coafts,  and  fent  to  Great  Britain, 
or  other  parts  beyond  the  leas, 
fhould  be  returned  to  fome  of  the 
Britifh  garrifons  in  America. 

We  have  feen,  in  the  preceding 
volume  of  our  work,  the  progrefs 
that  was  made  by  the  Britilh  arms  in 
South  Carolina,  in  thecourfe  of  the 
year  1780.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1781,  lord  Cornwallis  be- 
gan to  make  very  vigorous  exertions, 
in  order  to  penetrate  into  North 
Carolina.  On  the  i  ith  of  January, 
liis  lordfliip's  army  was  in  motion, 
and  advancing  towards  that  pro- 
vince ;  but  was  fomev/hat  delayed 
by  an  attempt  made  by  the  Ameri- 
cans, under  general  Morgan,  to 
make  themfelves  mafters  of  the  valu- 
able diflricSt  of  Ninety-iix.  In  order 
to  prevent  this,  lord  Cornwallis  de- 
tached lientenant-colonel  Tarleton, 
with  300  cavalr}^  300  light  intan- 
try,  the  7  th  regiment,  the  fir  ft  bat- 
talion of  the  7 1  ft  regiment,  and  two 
three-pounders,  to  oppofe  the  pro- 
j^refs  of  Morgan,  not  doubting  but 
that  he  would  be  able  to  perform 
this  fervice  effeftually.  The  Britifli 
troops  carae  up  with  the  Americans 
under  general  Morgan  on  the  1 7th 
of  January.  The  Americans  were 
drawn  up  in  an  open  wood,  and 
having  been  lately  joined  by  fome 
militia,  were  more  numerous  than 
the  Britifh  troops  under  lieutenant- 
colonel  Tarleton  ;  but  the  latter 
vrere  fo  much  better  difciplined, 
that  they  had  the  utmoft  confidence 
of  obtaining  a  fpeedy  vi6tory.  The 
attack  was  begun  by  the  firft  line  of 
infantry,  conlifting  of  the  7th  regi- 
ment, and  a  corps  of  light  infantry, 
with  a  troop  of  cavalry  placed  on 
each  flank.  The  firft  battalion  of 
the  71ft,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
cavalry,  formed  the  referve.     The 


American  line  foon  gave  wav, 
and  their  militia  quitted  the  field  ; 
upon  which  theroval  troops  I'uppof- 
ing  the  vi£tory  already  gained,  en- 
gaged with  ardour  in  the  purfuit, 
and  were  thereby  thrown  into  fome 
dilbrder.  General  Morgan's  corps, 
who  were  fuppofed  to  have  been 
routed,  then  immediately  faced 
about,  and  threw  in  a  heavy  fire 
upon  the  king's  troops,  which  occa- 
fioned  the  utmoft  confufion  amongft 
them,  and  they  were  at  length  to- 
tally defeated  by  the  Americans. 
Four  hundred  of  the  Britifli  infantry 
were  either  killed,  wounded,  or  ta- 
ken prifoners  :  the  lofs  of  the  ca- 
valry was  much  lefs  confiderable ; 
but  the  two  three-pounders  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  Americans,  toge- 
ther with  the  colours  of  the  7th  regi- 
men ;  and  all  the  detachment  of 
royal  artillery  were  either  killed  or 
wounded  in  defence  of  their  colours. 
Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton,  how- 
ever, made  another  effort ;  having 
aflembled  about  fifty  of  his  cavalry, 
with  which  he  charged  and  repulfed 
colonel  Wafliington's  horfe,  retook 
his  baggage,  and  killed  the  Ameri- 
cans who  were  appointed  to  guard 
it.  He  then  retreated  to  Hamilton's 
ford,  near  the  mouth  of  Bullock's 
creek,  carrying  with  him  part  of  his 
baggage,  and  deftroying  the  re- 
mainder. 

This  defeat  of  the  troops  under 
Tarleton  \yas  a  fevere  ftroke  to  lord 
Cornwallis,  as  the  lofs  of  his  light 
infantry  was  a  great  difadvantage  to 
him.  The  day  after  that  event,  he 
employed  in  collecting  the  remains 
of  Tarleton's  corps,  and  in  endea- 
vouring to  form  a  junftion  with  ge- 
neral Leflic,  who  had  been  ordered 
to  march  towards  him  with  a  body 
of  Britifli  troops  from  Wynnef- 
borough.  Conliderable  exertions 
were  then  made,   by  part  of  the 

army, 
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nrmy,  without  baggage,  to  retake 
Ihe  prifoners  in  the  hands  of  the 
Americans,  and  to  intercept  general 
Morgan's  corps  on  its  retreat  to  the 
Catawba.  Bat  that  American  offi- 
cer, after  his  defeat  of  Tarleton, 
had  made  forced  marches  up  into 
the  country,  and  crolTed  the  Ca- 
tawba the  evening  before  a  great 
rain,  which  fwelled  the  river  to 
fuch  a  degree,  as  to  prevent  the 
royal  army  from  crolTing  for  feveral 
days,  during  which  time  the  Britifli 
prifoners  were  got  over  the  Yadkin, 
whence  they  proceeded  to  Dan  river, 
which  they  alfo  pafled,  and  on  the 
14th  of  February  ha*d  reached  Court- 
houfein  the  province  of  Virginia. 

Lord  Cornwallis  employed  a  halt 
of  two  days  in  colle6ling  fome  flour, 
and  in  deilroying  fupcrfluous  bag- 
gage, and  all  his  waggons,  except- 
ing thofe  laden  with  hofpital  ilores, 
felt,  and  ammunition,  and  four  re- 
ferved  empty  in  readinefs  for  lick 
cr  wounded.  Being  thus  freed  from 
all  unnecelfary  incumbrances,  he 
marched  through  North  Carolina 
with  great  rapidity,  and  penetrated 
to  the  remotell  extremities  of  that 
province,  on  the  banks  of  the  Dan. 
His  progrefs  was  fometimes  impeded 
bv  parties  of  the  militia,  and  fome 
fkirmiflies  enfued,  but  he  met  with 
no  very  confiderable  oppofition. 
On  the  firlt  of  February,  the  king's 
troops  crofled  the  Catawba  at 
M'Cowan's  ford,  where  general 
Davidfon,  with  a  party  of  American 
militia,  was  polled,  in  order  to  op- 
pofe  their  paflage;  but  he  falling  by 
the  tirft  dlfcharge,  the  royal  troops 
made  good  their  landing,  and  the 
militia  retreated.  When  lord  Corn- 
wallis arrived  at  Hilllborough,  he 
ereded  the  king's  ftandard,  and  in- 
vited, by  proclamation,  all  loyal 
fubjeds  to  repair  to  it,  and  to  Hand 


forth,  and  take  an  aflivc  part  in  affiil- 
ing  his  lordfl)ip  to  rcilore  order  and 
government.  He  had  been  taught 
to  believe,  that  the  king's  friends 
were  numerous  in  that  part  of  the 
country  :  but  the  event  did  not  con- 
firm the  truth  of  the  reprefentations 
that  had  been  given.  The  royalills 
were  but  few  in  number,  and  fome 
of  them  too  timid  to  join  the  king's 
ftandard.  There  were,  indeed,  about 
two  hundred,  who  were  proceeding 
to  Hilllborough,  under  colonel  Pyle, 
in  order  to  avow  their  attachment 
to  the  royal  caufe  ;  but  they  were 
met  accidentally,  and  furrounded  by 
a  detachment  from  the  American 
army,  by  whom  a  number  of  them 
are  laid  to  have  been  killed,  when 
they  were  begging  lor  quarter,  with- 
out making  the  leail:  refiftance.  Mean- 
while general  Greene  was  march- 
ing with  great  expedition  with  the 
troops  under  his  command,  in  order 
to  form  a  junftion  with  other  corps 
of  American  troops,  that  he  might 
thereby  be  enabled  to  put  fome  ef- 
fe6lual  flop  to  the  progrefs  of  lord. 
Cornwallis. 

In  other  places  fome  confiderable 
advantages  were  obtaiaed  by  the 
royal  arms.  On  the  4th  of  January, 
fome  fliips  of  war,  with  a  number 
of  tranfports,  on  board  which  was 
a  large  body  of  troops,  under  the 
command  of  brigaflier-general  Ar- 
nold, arrived  at  Weftover  about  140 
miles  from  the  capes  of  Virginia, 
where  the  troops  immediately  land- 
ed, and  marched  to  Richmond, 
which  they  reached  without  oppo- 
fition, the  militia  that  was  coUedtcd 
having  retreated  on  their  approach. 
Lieutenant-colonel  Simcoe  marched 
from  hence  with  a  detachment  of 
theBritifii  troops  to  Wefthajji,  where 
they  deftroyed  one  of  the  finell  foun- 
deries  for  cannon  in  America,  and 
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a  large  quantity  of  ftores  and  can- 
non. General  Arnold,  on  his  ar- 
rival at  Richmond,  found  there 
large  quantities  of  fait,  rum,  fail- 
cloth,  tobacco,  and  other  merchan- 
dize, and  that  part  of  thefe  com- 
modities which  was  public  property 
'  he  deftroyed.  The  Britifh  troops 
afterwards  attacked  and  difperfcd 
fome  fmall  parties  of  the  Americans, 
took  fome  ftores,  and  a  few  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  on  the  20th  of  the  fame 
month  marched  into  Portfmouth. 
On  the  zqth,  captain  Barclay,  with 
feveral  fliips  of  war,  and  a  body  of 
troops  under  the  command  of  major 
Craig,  arrived  in  cape  Fear  river. 
The  troops  landed  about  nine  miles 
from  Wilmington,  and  on  the  2Sth 
entered  that  town.  It  was  under- 
ftood  that  their  having  pofleffion  of 
that  town,  and  being  maitersof  cape 
Fear  river,  would  be  produftive  of 
very  beneficial  eftefts  to  lord  Corn- 
wallis's  army. 

General  Greene,  having  effefted  a 
junction,  about  the  loth  of  March, 
with  a  continental  regiment  of  what 
were  called  eighteen  months  men, 
and  two  large  bodies  of  militia,  be- 
longing to  Virginia  and  North  Ca- 
rolina, formed  a  refolution  to  attack 
the  Britifh  troops  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lord  Cornwallis.  The 
i^.merican  army  marched  from  the 
High  Rock  Ford  on  the  1 2th  of  the 
month,  and  on  the  14th  arrived  at 
Guildford.  Lord  Cornwallis,  from 
the  information  he  had  received  of 
the  motions  of  the  American  gene- 
ral, concluded  what  were  his  de- 
figns.  As  they  approached  more 
nearly  to  each  other,  a  few  fkir- 
milbes  enfued  between  fome  ad- 
vanced parties^  in  which  the  king's 
troops  had  the  advantage.  On  the 
morning  of  the  15th,  lord  Corn- 
wallis marched  with  his  troops  at 
day-bveak,   ii>  order  to  meet    the 


Americans,  or  to  attack  them  in  their 
encampment.  About  four  miles  from 
Guildford,  the  advanced  guard  of 
the  Britifli  army,  commanded  by 
lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton,  fell  In 
with  a  corps  of  the  Americans,  con- 
fifting  of  lieutenant-colonel  Lee's 
legion,  fome  Back  Mountain  men, 
and  Virginian  militia,  with  whom 
he  had  a  fevere  fkirmlfh,  but  whom 
he  at  length  obliged  to  retreat. 

The  greater  part  of  the  country, 
in  which  the  aftion  happened,  is  a 
wildernefs,  with  a  few  Cleared  fields 
inter fperfed.  The  American  army, 
which  was  fuperior  to  the  royal  in 
point  of  numbers,  was  pofted  on  a 
rifing  ground,  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  from  Guildford  court-houfe. 
It  was  drawn  up  in  three  lines :  the 
front  line  was  compofedof  the  North 
Carolinian  militia,  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  generals  Butler  and 
Eaton  ;  the  fecond  line  of  Virginian 
militia,  commanded  by  the  generals 
Stephens  and  Lawfon,  forming  two 
brigades ;  the  third  line,  conlifting 
of  two  brigades,  one  of  Virginia 
and  one  of  Maryland,  continental 
troops,  commanded  by  general 
Huger  and  colonel  Williams.  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Wafhington,  with  the 
dragoons  of  the  firft  and  third  regi- 
ments, a  detachment  of  light  in- 
fantry, compofed  of  continental 
troops,  and  a  regiment  of  riflemen 
under  colonel  Lynch,  formed  a 
corps  of  obfervation  for  the  fecurlty 
of  their  right  flank.  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Lee,  with  his  legion,  a  de- 
tachment of  light  infantry,  and  a 
corps  of  riflemen,  under  colonel 
Campbell,  formed  a  corps  of  ob- 
fervation for  the  fecurity  of  their 
left  flank.  The  attack  of  the  Ame- 
rican army  was  dire6ted  to  be  made 
by  Lord  Cornwallis  In  the  following 
order :  on  the  right,  the  regiment 
of  Bofe,  and  the  71  it  regiment,  led 
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by  major  general  Leflic,  and  fup- 
ported  by  the  firft  battalion  of 
guards;  on  their  left,  the  23d  and 
33d  regiments,  led  by  lieutenant- 
colonel  Webfter,  and  fupported  by 
the  grenadiers,  and  fecond  battalion 
of  guards,  commanded  by  brigadier- 
general  O'Hara ;  the  Yagers,  and 
light  infantry  of  the  guards  re- 
mained in  a  wood  on  the  left  of  the 
guns  ;  and  the  cavalry  in  the  road, 
ready  to  ad;  as  circumftances  might 
require. 

About  half  an  hour  after  one  in 
the  afternoon  the  action  commenced 
by  a  cannonade,  which  lafted  about 
twenty  minutes,  when  the  BritiQi 
troops  advanced  in  three  columns, 
and  attacked  the  North  Carolinian 
brigades  with  great  vigour,  and 
foon  obliged  part  of  thde  troops, 
who  behaved  very  ill,  to  quit  the 
field  ;  but  the  Virginia  militia  gave 
the  Britifh  troops  a  warm  reception, 
aad  kept  up  a  heavy  fire  for  a  long 
time,  till  being  beaten  back,  the 
action  became  general  almoft  every 
where.  The  American  corps  under 
the  lieutenant-colonels  Wafliington 
and  Lee  were  alfo  warmly  engaged, 
and  did  confiderable  execution.  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Tarleton  had  direc- 
tions to  keep  his  cavalry  compaft, 
and  not  to  charge  without  pofitive 
orders,  excepting  to  proteft  any  of 
the  corps  from  the  moft  evident  dan- 
ger of  being  defeated.  The  exceffive 
thicknefs  of  the  woods  rendered  the 
Britifh  bayonets  of  little  ufe,  and 
enabled  the  broken  corps  of  Ame- 
ricans to  make  frequent  llands,  with 
an  irregular  fire.  The  fecond  bat- 
talion of  the  guards  firft  gained  the 
clear  ground  near  Guildford  court- 
houle,  and  found  a  corps  of  conti- 
nental infatitry,  fuperior  in  num- 
ber, formed  in  an  open  field  on  the 
left  of  the  road.  Delirous  of  iigna- 
Uzing  thcmfelves,  they  immediately 


attacked,  and  foon  defeated  them 
taking  two  fix-pounders :  but  as 
they  purfued  the  Americans  into 
the  wood  with  too  much  ardour, 
they  were  thrown  into  confufion  by 
a  heavy  fire,  and  inftantly  charged 
and  driven  back  into  the  field  by 
lieutenant-colonel  Wafliington's  dra- 
goons, with  the  lofs  of  the  fix- 
pounders  they  had  taken.  But  the 
American  cavalry  were  afterwards 
repuUed,  and  the  two  fix  pounders 
again  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
Britifh  troops.  The  fpirited  exer- 
tions of  brigadier-general  O'Hara, 
and  of  lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton, 
greatly  contributed  to  bring  the  ac- 
tion to  a  termination.  The  Britifh 
troops  having  at  length  broken  the 
fecond  Maryland  regiment,  and 
turned  the  left  flank  o"f  the  Ameri- 
cans, got  into  the  rear  of  the  Vir- 
ginian brigade,  and  appeared  to  be 
gaining  their  right,  wrhich  would 
have  encircled  the  whole  of  the 
continental  troops,  when  general 
Greene  thought  it  prudent  to  order 
a  retreat.  Many  of  the  Americaa 
militia  difperfed  in  the  woods  ;  but 
the  continental  troops  retreated  in 
good  order  to  the  Reedy  Fork  river, 
and  croflTed  at  the  ford,  about  thr«e 
miles  from  the  field  of  action,  and 
there  halted.  When  they  had  col- 
lefted  their  ftragglerc,  they  retreated 
to  the  iron-works,  ten  =>rniles  di- 
ftant  from  Guildford,  where  they 
encamped.  They  loil;  their  artil- 
lery, and  two  waggons  laden  with 
ammunition.  It  was  a  hard-fought 
adtion,  and  lafted  an  hour  and  a 
half.  Of  the  Britiili  troops,  the 
lofs,  as  ftated  by  Lord  Cornwallis, 
was  532,  killed,  wounded,  and 
miffing.  General  Greene,  in  his 
account  of  the  adion  tranfmitted  to 
the  congrefs,  ftated  the  lofs  of  the 
continental  troops  to  amount  to 
329,  killed,  wounded,  aud  milfins^ ; 
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but  he  made  no  eflimate  of  the  lofs 
of  the  militia.  Lieutenant -colonel 
Stuart  was  killed  in  the  adion,  and 
lieutenant-colonel  Webfter,  and  the 
captains  Schutz,  Maynard,  and 
Goodriche,  died  of  the  wounds  that 
they  received  in  it.  Brigadier- 
general  O'Hara,  brigadier-general 
Howard,  and  lieutenant -colonel 
Tadeton,  were  alfo  wounded.  Of  the 
Americans  the  principal  officer  killed 
was  major  Anderfon,  of  the  Mary- 
land line,  and  the  generals  Stephens 
and  Huger  were  wounded.  In  this 
engagement,  the  viftory  was  indeed 
obtained  by  lord  Cornwallis  ;  but 
it  was  on*  of  thofe  dear-bought  vic- 
tories from  which  no  rational  expec- 
tation could  be  formed,  that  the  at- 
tempt to  fubjugate  the  Americans 
would  be  finally  luccefsful.  The 
lofs  of  the  royal  army  feems  to  have 
been  nearly  equal  to  that  of  the 
Americans  ;  and  reinforcements 
were  much  more  eafily  obtained  by 
the  latter  than  by  the  former.  What- 
ever honour  might  be  gained  in  this 
atftion  by  the  kii^g's  troops,  the 
great  obje£t  of  the  war,  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  revolted  colonies  to  fub- 
sniilion  and  obedience,  appeared  to 
be  as  diflant  as  before. 

The  Britifli  troops  underwent 
great  hardfliips  in  thecourfe  of  this 
campaign  ;  and  in  a  letter  of  lord 
CornwalUo's  to  lord  George  Ger- 
main, dated  March  17th,  he  ob- 
ferved,  that  "  the  foldiers  hud  been 
two  days  without  bread."  His  lord- 
ihip  quitted  Guildford  three  days 
after  the  battle  which  was  fought  in 
that  place  ;  and  on  the  7th  of  April 
arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Wilmington.  Soon  after  general 
Greene,  notwithftanding  his  late  de- 
feat, endeavoured  to  make  fome  vi- 
gorous attempts  againlt  the  king's 
forces    in   South    Carolina.     Lord 


Rawdon  had  been  appointed  to  de- 
fend the  poll  of  Camden,  with  about    • 
80D  Britifh  and  Provincials;  and  oa 
the  19th  of  April  general  Greene  ap- 
peared   before  that    place,    with  st 
large  body  of  Continentals  and  mi- 
litia.    He  found  it,    however,  im- 
poffible  to  attempt  to  ftorm  the  town 
with  any  profpe6l  of  fuccefs ;  and 
therefore  endeavoured  to  take  fuch 
a  pofition  as  lliould  induce  the  Bri- 
tifli troops  to  fally  from  their  works* 
He   polled  the  Americans  about  a 
mile  from  the  town,  on  an  eminence 
which  was  covered  with  woods,  and 
flanked  on  the  left  by  -an  impaflable 
fwamp.    But  on  the  morning  of  the 
25th,  lord  Rawdon  marched  out  of 
Camden,  and  with  great  gallantry 
attacked  general  Greene  in  his  camp. 
The  Americans  made  a  vigorous  re-* 
fiflance,  but  were  at  lafl  compelled 
to  give  way,  and  the  purfuit  is  faid 
to  have  been  continued  three  miles. 
For  fome  time  after  the  aftion  com- 
menced, general  Gates  entertained 
great  hopes  of  defeating  the  Britifli 
troops,  in  which,  as  the  Americans 
were  fuperior  in  point  of  numbers, 
he  would  probably  have  fucceeded, 
had  not  fome  capital  military  errors 
been  committed,  by  one  or  two  of  the 
officers  who  ferved  under  him.     On 
the  American  iide  colonel  Wafliing- 
ton  had  behaved  extremely  well  iii 
this   aftion,  having  made  upwards 
of  two  hundred  of  the  Englifli  pri* 
foners,  with  ten  or  twelve  officers, 
before  he  perceived  that  the  Ameri- 
cans were  abandoning  the   field  of 
battle.    The  lofs  of  the  Englifli  was 
about  one  hundred  killed  and  wound- 
ed. Upwards  of  one  hundred  of  the 
Americans    wctq  taken    prifoners  ; 
and,  according  to  the  account  pub- 
liflied  by  general  Greene,  they  had 
1  26  killed  and  wounded.    After  this 
adion,  Greene  retreated  to  Rugeley's 
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mills,  twelve  miles  from  Camden, 
in  order  to  coUedl  his  troops,  and 
wait  for  reinforcements. 

Notwithftanding  the  advantage 
which  lord  Rawdon  had  obtained 
over  general  Greene  at  Camden, 
that  nobleman  foon  after  found  it 
neceflary  to  quit  that  poll  ;  and  the 
Americans  made  themfelvxs  mafters 
of  feveral  other  ports  that  were  occu- 
pied by  the  king's  troops,  and  the 
garrifons  of  which  were  obliged  to 
lurrender  themfelves  prifoners  of 
war.  Thefe  troops  were  afterwards 
exchanged,  under  a  cartel  which 
took  place  between  lord  Cornwallis 
and  general  Greene,  for  the  releafe 
of  all  prifoners  of  war  in  the  fouthern 
diftridt.  After  thefe  events,  general 
Greene  laid  clofe  fiege  toNinety-lix, 
which  was  confidered  as  the  molt 
commanding  and  important  of  all 
the  pods  in  the  back  country  ;  and 
on  the  19th  of  June  he  attempted  to 
Itorm  the  garrifon,  but  was  repulfed 
by  the  gallantry  of  the  Britifh 
troops,  with  the  lofs,  as  it  is  faid, 
of  75  killed,  and  150  wounded. 
General  Greene  then  raifed  the 
liege,  and  retired  with  his  army  be- 
hind the  Saluda,  to  a  flrong  iitua- 
tion,  within  fixteen  miles  of  Nine- 
ty-fix. 

On  the  1 8th  of  April  a  large  body 
of  Britifli  troops,  under  the  com- 
mand of  major-general  Philips,  and 
brigadier-general  Arnold,  embarked 
at  Portfmouth  in  Virginia,  in  order 
to  proceed  on  an  expedition  for  the 
purpofe  of  deftroying  fome  of  the 


American  ilores.  A  party  of  light- 
infantry  were  fent  ten  or  twelve 
miles  up  the  Chickahomany,  where 
they  deilroyed  feveral  armed  fliips, 
fundry  warehoufes,  and  the  Ameri- 
can flate  (liip-yards.  At  Peterlburgh, 
the  Englifli  dcftroyed  four  rhoufand 
hogflieads  of  tobacco,  one  (liip,  and 
a  number  of  fmall  veffels  on  the 
flocks,  and  in  the  river.  At  Chef- 
terfieid  court-houfe,  they  burnt  a 
range  of  barracks  for  two  thoufand 
meq,  and  three  hundred  barrels  06 
flour.  At  a  place  called  Ofborn's, 
they  made  themfelves  maflers  of  fe- 
veral veffels  loaded  with  cordage  and 
flour,  and  deftroyed  about  two  thou- 
fand hogflieads  of  tobacco,  and 
fundry  vefTels  were  funk  and  burnt. 
At  Warwick,  they  burnt  a  magazine 
of  five  hundred  barrels  of  flour, 
fome  fine  mills  belonging  to  colonel 
Carey,  a  large  range  of  public  rope- 
walks  and  ftore-houfes,  tan  and  bark 
houfes  full  of  hides  and  bark,  and 
great  quantities  of  tobacco.  A  like 
dcflrudion  of  flores  and  goods  was 
made  in  other  parts  of  Virginia. 
This  devaftation  had  certainly  a  ten- 
dency to  weaken  the  Americans, 
but  in  no  other  view  was  beneficial 
to  the  royal  caufe  :  on  the  contrary, 
it  greatly  contributed  to  exafperate 
them  againll  the  parent  iiate,  and 
naturally  rendered  Arnold,  who  had 
abandoned  the  fervice  of  the  con- 
grefs,  in  the  manner  that  has  been 
before  related,  and  who  was  now  a 
prime  inftrument  in  thefe  ravages, 
extremely  odious  to  the  Americans. 
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Pctitinus  prcfented  to  the  Houfc  of  Commo7ts,  from  iJ?e  Weft  Iniila  Planters 
and  Merchants,  on  Behalf  of  the  Lihabifauts  of  "Jamaica  and  Barladocs. 
vjho  had  fujlained  great  LoJJes  by  the  late  dreadful  Hurricanes.  Relief 
granted  by  Par  liament  to  the  Sufferers  in  thofe  Iftands.  MeJJage  from  his 
Majcfy  to  both  Houfcsof  P arliament  on  Occafion  of  thcConanencement  ofHof- 
iililies  -ivith  Holland.  Debate  on  the  Royal  MeJJage  in  the  Houfe  ofCo?!imons. 
Debate  on  thcj'ame  SubJeJI  in  the  Houje  of  Peers, 


N  the  month  of  Ot^ober,  1780, 
feveral  of  the  Weft  India  iilands, 
and  particularly  Jamaica  and  Barba- 
does,  received  great  damage  from 
feme  very  dreadful  hurricanes,  which 
involved  many  of  the  inhabitants  in 
luch  extreme  diftrefs,  that  it  was 
thought  neceflary  to  make  applica- 
tion to  theBritiflT  parliament  for  affift- 
auce  and  relief.  Accordingly  on  the 
,  firft  day  on  which  the  houfe 

^      Q    ^'    of  commons  aflembled,  af- 

'  ■  ter  the  Chriftmas  recef?,  a 
petition  was  prefented  by  lord  North 
from  the  planters,  merchants,  and 
other  perfons,  Intereftcd  in  the  illand 
of  Jamaica  ;  in  which  it  was  ftated, 
that  the  parifhes  of  Weftmoreland 
and  Hanover  in  that  ifland  had  been 
Lid  wafte  by  the  late  hurricanes, 
earthquiikes,  and  inundations,  where- 
by moft  of  the  buildings  in  thofe 
pariilies,  together  with  the  produce 
of  the  earth,  were  in  agreat  meafure 
deftroyed,  and  th;it  other  diftrifts  of 
the  ifland  had  received  very  confi- 
derable  damage.  It  was  added,  that 
the  lodes  of  the  feveral  fufterers 
amounted  to  fuch  an  enormous  fum, 
as  to  require  the  immediate  aid  and 
affiftance  of  parliament  ;  and  the 
petitioners  therefore  folicited  the 
houfe  to  take  the  cafe  of  the  fufter- 
ers into  confideratlon,  and  to  grant 
them  "fuch  relief  as  to  the  houfe 
fliould  feem  meet. 


A  petition  was  alfo  prefented  by 
Mr.  Eftwick,  agent  for  Barbadoes, 
from  the  planters,  merchants,  and 
others  refident  in  England,  and  in- 
tereftcd in  the  illand  of  Barbadoes  ; 
in  which  it  was  ftated,  that  the  vio- 
lence of  the  late  hurricanes  had  ex- 
tended over  the  whole  ifland,  affeft- 
ing  almoll:  every  individual,  and  re- 
ducing to  diftrefs  the  greateft  part  of 
the  inhabitants.  Of  nearly  four  hun- 
dred plantations,  fcarcely  one  had 
efcaped  the  general  calamity  :  moll 
had  fuftained  very  confiderable,  and 
many  almoft  irreparable  damages. 
Almoft  all  the  buildings,  nearly  one 
half  of  the  cattle,  and  many  flaves 
had  been  deftroyed.  Several  town» 
had  fuftered,  and  the  principal  one  in 
a  fliocking  degree.  From  thefe  caufes 
the  inhabitants,  to  the  number  of 
above  twenty  thoufand  whites,  had 
been  left  almoft  deftitute  of  habita- 
tions, food,  and  raiment.  The 
petitioners,  therefore,  folicited  the 
houfe,  that  they  would  afford  the 
fufferers  fuch  fpeedy  and  effectual 
relief,  as  would  not  only  fecure  them 
from  iinpending  want,  but  alfo  allift 
them  to  ereft  anew  their  buildings, 
and  to  procure  other  neceffaries,  and 
thereby  enable  them  again  to  culti- 
vate their  eftates.  A  petition  was  alfo 
prefented  from  the  lord-mayor,  al- 
dermen, and  common-council  ot  the 
city  of  London,  reconjmending  the 
diftrefled 
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tUftrelTed  Inhabitants  of  Jamaica  and 
Barbadocs  to  the  attention  and  ge- 
nerofity  of  parliament. 

Lord  North  informed  the  houfc, 
that  his  majerty,  having  been  ac- 
quainted with  the  contents  of  thefe 
petitions,  had  recommended  them 
to  the  confideration  of  parliament. 
The  following  day  the  bulinefs  was 
more  particularly  difcufled,  when 
his  lordfhip  obfervcd,  that  if  an  efli- 
mate  were  to  be  made  of  the  com- 
mercial value  to  this  country  ol  the 
two  parifhes,  on  which  the  hurricane 
fell  in  Jamaica,  and  if  it  were  com- 
pared with  the  commercial  value  to 
this  country  of  Batbadoes,  perhaps 
thofe  two  parilhes  were  more  than 
equivalent,  in  that  fcale,  to  the 
whole  of  that  ifland.  If,  therefore, 
■d  calculation  were  to  be  made  of  the 
quantum  of  relief  that  ought  to  be 
fent  to  each  illand,  from  the  great- 
nefs  of  the  lofs  fuftained  by  each, 
the  grcateft  fum  would  be  lent  to 
Jamaica.  But  parliament  would  be 
too  juft  to  make  this  the  rule  of 
their  charity,  which  fliould  be  regu- 
lated, not  by  the  meafurc  of  their 
lofs,  but  by  the  urgency  of  their 
ivants.  The  hurricane  had  fallen 
on  only  a  part  of  Jamaica,  but  had 
ravaged  and  laid  wafie  the  whole  of 
Barbadoes.  In  the  latter  Ifland  all 
were  fufferers.  In  Jamaica,  the 
greater  part  of  the  illand,  though 
indeed  the  leaft  fertile,  had  efcaped 
the  general  vilitation ;  whence  it 
might  be  prefumed,  that  the  ne-ef- 
faries  o\  life  might  be  purchafed  by 
the  poor  amongfl:  the  fufferers, 
which,  as  he  underftood,  were  not 
very  many  in  thofe  tv/o  parifhes,  for 
money.  Money,  therefore,  was 
the  principal  thing  of  which  they 
would  Hand  in  need.  But  in  Bar- 
badoes, where  the  effefts  of  the  hur- 
ricane were  general,  the  number  of 
poor  white  people  was  great,  and 


they  would  (land  in  need  of  inany  of 
the  necelfaries  of  life,  ot  bulky  com- 
modities, which  could  not  be  tranf- 
mittcd,  like  a  credit  on  the  bank  or 
England,  without  any  expcnce,  but 
which  would  occafion  a  coniiderable 
dedudion  from  the  fuin  that  lliould 
be  voted  for  their  relief,  for  freight, 
infu ranee,  and  fuch  incidents.  He 
had  converfed  on  this  fubjeft  with 
feveral  Weil:  India  merchants,  and 
from  all  that  he  could  learn  on  this 
quellion,  to  which  of  the  iflands  we 
ought  to  give  the  moil  affiftance, 
the  painful  preference  was  dye  to 
Barbadoes.  The  houfe  concurred  in 
opinion  with  the  minifter,  and,  after 
a  fliort  debate,  agreed  to  tbi'ee  rcfc- 
folutions :  one,  to  grant  8o,oool. 
for  the  relief  of  Barbadoes  ;  an- 
other, to  grant  40, cool,  for  the  re- 
lief of  Jamaica;  and  a  third,  that 
thefe  fums  fliould  be  paid  tor  the 
ufe  of  the  fufferers  Vv'ithout  any  de- 
duction. 

On  the  25th  of  the  fame  month, 
the  minifter  communicated  to  the 
houfe  of  commons  a  melfage  from 
the  king,  in  which  his  maiefty  ac- 
quainted them,  that,  during  the  re- 
cefs  of  parliament,  he  had  been  ob- 
liged to  direft  letters  of  marque  anil 
general  reprifal  to  be  liTued  againll; 
the  ftates-general  of  the  United 
Provinces,  and  their  fubjefts.  For 
the  caufcs.and  motives  of  his  con- 
duft  on  that  occafion,  he  referred  to 
his  public  manifefto  againff  that  re» 
public,  which  he  had  ordered  to  be 
laid  before  the  houfe.  His  majeftv" 
obferved,  that  he  had  been  induced, 
to  take  thefe  meafures  with  the  ut- 
inoft  reluftance  ;  ajid  that  he  had 
left  nothing  undone  to  prevent,  if 
poffible,  the  prefent  rupture ;  he 
was,  therefore,  fully  perfuaded,  that 
the  jullice  and  neceffity  of  the  mea- 
fures he  had  adopted  would  be 
acknowledged  by  all  the  world. 
E  2  Several 
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Several  papers  relative  to  the  rup- 
ture with  Holland  were  nlfo,  at  the 
fame  time,  by  the  king's  command, 
laid  before  tlie  houle. 

Mr.  Burke  obferved,  that  how- 
ever lightly  a  war  might  be  thought 
of  by  fome  men,  he  was  one  of  thofe 
who  conlidered  that  going  to  war 
was,  at  all  events,  a  very  ferious 
matter ;  a  matter  which  nothing  but 
great  neceffity  could  juilify.  Jtdid 
not  appear  to  him,  that  from  the 
papers  now  laid  before  the  houfe, 
that  information  could  be  obtained, 
which  was  ncceirary  in  order  to  form 
a  decifive  judgment  on  what  the 
king's  minillers  'had  done.  Cir- 
cumitanced  as  we  were,  the  pru- 
dence and  the  policy  of  the  war 
were  not  lefs  important  points  to  be 
examined,  than  its  jullice.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  lince  the  mi- 
iiiftry  had  reduced  the  parliament  to 
the  alternative,  either  of  fupponing 
the  war,  or  of  becoming  liable  to 
the  charge  of  abandoning  the  caufe 
of  their  country,  that  they  had 
ample  proof  to  lay  before  the  houfe, 
that  the  war  was  prudent,  or  that  it 
was  unavoidably  necelTary.  It  was 
ftated  in  the  manifefto  againil  Hol- 
land, that  a  treaty  was  entered  into 
between  the  city  of  Amfterdam  and 
America  :  but  this  was  a  tadf  which 
lay  with  the  niinilhy  to  make  out. 
The  treaty  now  laid  before  the  houfe 
was,  in  the  exprels  terms  of  it,  the 
plan  of  a  treaty,  or  the  rough 
draught  of  a  compaft,  hereafter  to 
be  entered  into  between  the  intend- 
ed contrading-  parties.  He  wiflied 
to  know  whether  the  king's  fervants 
had  obtained  a  copy  of  any  treaty 
aftually  entered  into  and  executed. 
For  the  treaty  now  laid  before  the 
houfe  depended  entirely  upon  events, 
that  were  unknown  and  might  not 
happen,  in  whicK  cafe  the  treaty 
was  never  to  be  ratified.  This  treaty, 


therefore,  was  no  more  than  a  fpecvi- 
lative  eflay,  a  mere  contemplative 
projed.  He  reprobated  the  late  long 
adjournment  of  the  parliament,  as  a 
matter  highly  criminal  in  the  mi- 
nifters,  who,  as  they  muft  have 
known  that  a  war  with  Holland  was 
likely  to  take  place,  ought  not  to 
have  adjourned  the  parliament,  or 
but  tor  a  very  flaort  period.  How 
that  adjournment  came  to  be  for  fo 
long  a  time,  and  why  fo  material  a 
circumftance  as  a  declaration  of  war 
with  Holland  was  ventured  upon  by 
the  miniftry  during  a  recefs,  when 
there  was  the  Ibongefl  reafon  for  the 
parliament  to  have  been  affembled, 
was  a  matter  highly  worthy  of  a 
future  enquiry. 

Lord  North  declared,  that  he 
conlidered  the  entrance  into  a  war 
as  at  all  times  a  matter  of  a  very  fe- 
rious nature ;  but  on  the  prefent 
occafion  he  thought  it  ftill  more  fe- 
rious, becaufe  the  war  in  which  his 
majeily  had  thought  himfelf  obliged 
to  enter  was  a  war  with  Holland, 
our  old  and  natural  ally,  between 
whom  and  this  country  there  had 
fublifted  an  alliance  for  more  than  a 
century ;  an  alliance  which  had 
been  formed  on  that  broad  line  of 
policy,  which  originally  pointed  out 
the  neceffity  of  it,  and  which  had 
been  a  fource  of  great  benefit  to 
both  countries.  It  was  not,  there- 
fore, as  his  majefty  had  been  pleafed 
to  declare  in  his  mefTage,  without 
the  deepeft  regret,  that  he  found 
himfelf  indifpenfably  obliged  to  pur 
an  end  to  that  alliance,  and  to  com- 
mence hoftilities  againll  the  United 
States,  who,  in  open  violation  of  trea- 
ties,hadnotonly  refufed  to  give  Great 
Britain  that  affillance,  which  thofe 
treaties  intitled  her  to  claim  when  at- 
tacked by  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  but 
had  alfo,  in  direft  violation  of  the 
law  of  nations,  contributed  as  far  as 
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tliey  could  to  furnifli  France  with 
warlike  ftores,  and  had  alio  at  It-ngth 
thought  proper  to  countenance  die 
magirtracy  of  Amfterdam  in  the  in- 
fult  which  they  had  oftered  to  this 
country,  by  entering  into  a  treaty 
with  the  rebellious  colonies  ol  Great 
Britain,  as  free  and  independent 
flates.  By  the  treaty  of  1678,  it 
was  ftipulated,  that,  in  cafe  Great 
Britain  was  attacked  by  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon,  flie  had  a  right  to  take 
her  choice  of  either  calling  upon  the 
States-general  to  become  parties  in 
the  war.  and  to  attack  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon  within  two  months,  or  of 
requiring  an  aid  of  6000  troops,  and 
20  fliips  of  war,  which  the  ftates 
were  to  furnifli  immediately  after 
the  chum  was  made.  But  though 
this  country  had  always  preferved 
her  faith  with  Holland,  yet  that  re- 
public had  refufed  to  fulfil  the  terms 
of  this  treaty. 

His  lordfliip  farther  obferved,  that 
the  States-general  had  fuftered  Paul 
Jones,  a  Scotchman,  and  a  pirate, 
afting  without  legal  authority  from 
any  acknowledged  governmenr,  to 
bring  Britifli  fliips  into  their  ports, 
and  to  refit  there.  A  rebel  priva- 
teer had  alfo  been  faluted  at  the 
Dutch  ifland  of  St.  Euftatius,  after 
ihe  had  been  fuffered  to  capture  two 
Britifh  fliips  within  cannon-fliot  of 
their  forts  and  calUes.  A  memorial 
was  prefented  at  the  Hague,  in 
June,  1779,  on  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war  with  Spain,  to  claim  the  aid 
we  were  entitled  to  require  by  the 
treaty  of  1678  ;  but  of  this  not  the 
leaft  notice  w^as  taken  on  the  part  of 
the  States.  Two  other  notices  had 
fince  been  delivered,  each  of  which 
met  with  the  fame  reception.  The 
Britifh  minilhy  had  done  all  in  their 
power  to  bring  the  States  to  a  true 
fenfe  of  their  intereft  ;  and  when 
the  necefiity  of  the  cafe  compelled 
them  to  ieize  on  Dutch  fiiip?,  car- 


rying llores  to  France,  they  had  paid 
the  full  value  for  the  cargoes,  and 
returned  the  fliips,  fo  that  neither 
the  private  merchant,  the  private 
adventurer,  nor  the  States,  had  fuf- 
fered. France  only  had  felt  the 
meafure,  by  her  being  deprived  of 
that  aifillance  which  flie  would  have 
received  from  thofe  cargoes. 

With  reipedt  to  the  obfervation 
that  had  been  m.ide,  that  the  treaty 
laid  before  the  houfe,  between  the 
Dutch  and  the  Americans,  was  no- 
thing more  than  a  contemplative 
proje6f,  his  lordfliip  remarked,  that 
it  was  acT:uiilly  figncd  and  fealed  ; 
the  names  of  the  penflonary  of  Am- 
fterdam,  and  Monf.  de  Neuville,  a 
merchant  and  burgefs  of  that  city, 
being  fubfcribed  to  it  on  the  part  of 
the  magiilracy  of  Amifeidam,  and 
the  name  of  John  Lee,  as  commif- 
fioner  or  agent  for  the  congrefs  of 
America.  It  fliould  alfo  be  remem- 
bered, that  when  two  powers  flood 
conne6led  together  by  fojemn  treaty 
and  ancient  alliance,  as  the  States 
of  Holland  and  Great  Britain  were, 
it  made  very  little  difference  in  the 
fcale  of  oflence  and  provocation, 
whether  a  treaty  like  that  of  the 
penfionary  Van  Berkel,  was  fully 
latified  and  confummated,  or  only 
in  progreflion.  Indeed,  the  States- 
general  had  refufed  to'  pay  the 
leaft  attention  to  the  requihtion  in 
his  majefty's  memorial,  delivered  by 
lir  Jofeph  Yorke,  that  proper  notice 
fliould  be  taken  of  Van  Berkel  and 
his  aflbciates ;  fo  far  as  fuch  a  refufal 
could  be  implied  by  a  contemptuous 
iilence.  As  to  the  principal  magi- 
ftrates  of  Airiftcrdam,  they  were  lb 
far  from  difavowing  the  fa6f,  or  at- 
tempting to  palliate  it,  that  they 
gloried  -in  the  whole  tranfa6lion  ; 
and  expreffly  declared,  even  to  the 
States-general,  that  what  they  had 
done  was  what  their  indifpenfable 
duty  required. 
E  3  His 
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His  lordniip  added,  that  he  la- 
mented the  nectfflty  of  a  war  with 
HoUand,  but  it  appeared  to  him  to 
be  an  unavoidable  meafuie.  He 
confeflcd  the  ntuatioii  of  this  coun- 
tvy  to  be  truly  alarming  ;  but  when 
he  confidered  the  powerful  ftand 
that  had  already  been  made  againft 
the  moft  alarming  confederacy  that 
had  ever  been  formed  againil  Great 
Britain,  the  little  fuccefs  that  the 
enemies  of  this  country  had  met 
with  in  all  their  various  attempts 
againlT:  it,  and  the  fpirit  and  re- 
fources  of  the  nation,  the  public 
profpefts  appeared  to  him  much  Icfs 
gloomy  than  fome  gentlemen  thought 
proper  to  reprefent  them.  Our  dif- 
ficulties were  certainly  great  ;  but 
he  trufted  that  they  were  by  no 
means  infuperable.  He  was  neither 
defirpus  ot  concealing  their  m.igni- 
tude,  nor  afraid  to  meet  them,  great 
;is  they  mull  be  acknowledged  ;  be- 
caufe  he  ivas  convinced,  that  when 
the  force  of  this  country  was  hilly 
exerted,  it  was  equal  to  the  contell; 
and  that  the  only  means  of  obtaining 
an  honourable  and  a  juft  peace,  was 
to  fhew  ourfelves  capable  of  carry- 
ing on  the  war  with  fpirit  and  with 
vigour.  He  concluded  with  moving, 
that  an  addrefs  (hould  be  prefented  to 
his  majefly,  aiTuring  him,  that  the 
houfe  would,  with  a  firm  and  deter- 
mined refolution,  fupport  theiuft  and 
neceirary  war  agaiull  Holland,  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  honour  of 
his  crown,  and  of  the  rights  and  in- 
terefls  ot  his  people. 

The  motion  was  feconded  by  lord 
Lewiflnm  ;  who  obferved,  that 
every  gentleman  prefent  knew,  that 
the  molt  wanton  wars  againft  Hol- 
land had  taken  place  in  thofe  pe- 
riods, when  the  interefts  of  the 
crown  and  of  the  people  had  been 
dillinc^  and  different.  Hence,  in 
the  inhimous  reign  of  Charles  the 
Second,  thev  had  not  been  more  fre- 


quently than  imjuftly  commenced. 
But  after  the  Revolution,  when  king 
William  the  Third  fwayed  the  fcep- 
tre  of  thcfe  realms,  a  very  different 
line  of  cunduft  was  adopted.  That 
prince  feeing,  what  every  perfon 
muft  fee,  who  has  a  juft  fenfe  of  the 
true  interefts  of  Holland  and  of 
Great  Britain,  that  they  are  one 
and  the  fame,  cultivated  afriendfliip 
between  the  two  countries.  His 
minifters  did  the  fame;  the  example 
was  followed  by  the  Whig  minifters 
in  the  glorious  part  of  the  next 
reign,  that  of  queen  Anne,  and  it 
had  continued  all  the  two  fubfequent 
reigns ;  during  the  whole  of  which 
time  the  States  of  Holland  had  reap- 
ed the  greateft  advantages  from  the 
alliance.  It  was  not  therefore  with- 
out aftonifl:ment  that  he  now  faw, 
what  he  had  fcarcely  thought  pof- 
fible  ;  namely,  that  a  French  party 
could  have  gained  fo  much  preva- 
lence in  PloUand,  as  to  make  her 
loie  fight  of  all  policy,  forget  how 
intimately  her  welfare  was  blended 
with  that  of  Great  Britain,  how 
much  (he  owed  to  this  country  in  the 
reign  of  Elizabeth,  how  much  (he 
was  indebted  to  the  fervices  of  that 
brave  and  fuccefsful  commander, 
and  no  lefs  wife  and  judicious  nego- 
ciator,  John  duke  of  Marlborough, 
and  alio  how  much  her  interefts  had 
been  promoted  by  the  fervices  of 
our  other  generals,  in  the  continen- 
tal wars  in  which  we  were  engaged 
in  the  later  end  of  the  reign  of  king 
William,  and  the  beginning  of  the 
reign  of  queen  Anne.  But  it  was 
apparent,  from  the  conduft  of  the 
States-general  fince  the  commence- 
ment of  the  American  war,  that 
they  had  forgotten  all  the  benefits 
and  fervices  which  thev  had  received 
from  Great  Britain,  and  were  regard- 
lefs  of  thofe  alliances  into  which  they 
had  entered  with  this  country. 
In  the  reign  of  his  prefent  ma-. 
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je&Yf  his  lordfliip  proceeded  to  ob- 
ierve,  the  interell  of  the  king  and 
people  were  the  fame,  the  national 
proipeiity  or  misfortune  was  equally 
Ihared  in  both,  and  neither  could 
have  a  wifli  that  did  not  point  to 
the  fame  end,  becaufe  the  advantage 
of  the  one  muft  be  the  advantage  of 
the  other.    He  was  fully  perfuaded, 
that    the  prefent   war   was   neither 
wanton    nor  un'iuiHfiable ;    indeed, 
fo  far  otherwife,  that  although  no 
man  more  Jincerely  lamented,  that, 
attacked  on  all  fides   as  Great  Bri- 
tain was,  occaiion  {hould  arife   lor 
her    coming    to    a    rupture     with 
her  old  and  her  natural  ally,  the 
States -general ;     yet,    from    a    full 
view  of  the  cafe,  from  a  knowledge 
of  the  repeated  provocations  given  i 
by  Holland,  and  of  the  unexampled 
patience  and   forbearance  fhewn  by 
Great    Britain,    he   was    firmly    of 
opinion,  that   the  war  commenced 
againrt  the  States-general  was  a  war 
of   indifpenfable   neceffity.     It  had 
been    proved,  to  the    convidion  of 
every  man,  that  the  Dutch  had  been 
long  employed  in   affifting   France 
with  warlike  llores  ;   and  it  had  for 
fome  time  been  fufpefted,  that  they 
were  inclined  rather  to  give  aid  to 
the    revolted   colonies   of  Amei^ica, 
than  to  comply  with  the   faith   of 
treaties,  and  perform  what  Holland 
had  folemnly  pledged  herfelf  to  per- 
form, whenever  her  ancient  ally  was 
iittacked  by  the  houfe  of  Bourbon. 
Nothing,  he  conceived,  could  have 
induced  the  States- general  to  aft  the 
part  they  had  lately  exhibited,  but 
the  baneful  influence  of  French  gold, 
which  had  been  fo  prevalent  as  to 
make  the  Dutch  act  in  the  treache- 
rous manner  they  had  done  by  us. 
He  concluded  with  obferving,  that 
he  thought  his  majefty  entitled  to 
the    moft   loyal    proleffions  of  zeal 
and   attachment   from   that   houfe, 


as  well  as  to  an  immediate  afliirance 
of  their  determination  to  fupport 
the  vigorous  mdaturcs  his  majefty 
had  refolved  to  purfue,  fince  every 
man  muft  agree,  that  it  was  much 
better  to  have  an  open  enemy,  than 
a  treacherous  friend  :  and  from  thefe 
confiderations  he  was  'led  to  fecond 
the  motion  that  had  been  made  by 
the  minifler. 

Mr.  Thomas  Townfliend  expreffed 
his  dillatisfaifi;ion    at    the   late  long 
adjournment     ot     the     parliament. 
But    the  taft,    he   faid,     was,    that 
the  miniftry  had  work  upon  their 
hands,  which  they  did  not  choofc  to 
do  in  the  face  of  parliament.     It 
had,    indeed,    been    their   frequent 
praftice,    to   fett^le   matters    of  the 
firil  importance  during  the  holidays ; 
and  when  the  houfe  met,  after  the 
recefs,  to  call   i^pon  parliament  to 
fupport  them  under  all  the  confe- 
quences    of  their    ill   condufl.     In 
this  manner  had  the  houfe  been  led 
into  the   American  war,  that  fatal 
fource  ot  all  our  calamities ;  in  this 
manner  had  the  miniders  announced 
the  French  reicripr,  and  afterwards 
the  SpaniQi  relcript ;   and  now  they 
came  to  declare  that  tliey  had  com- 
menced   war   againft  Holland,  our 
old  and  our  natural  ally.  Year  after 
year  had  the  minifter  acquainted  the 
houfe  with  a  new  enemy  ;  but,  from 
the  commencement  of  the  American 
war,  he  had   never  brought   down 
the  welcome  news   of  a  new  ally. 
Much  had  been  faid   to  juftify  the 
war   with    Holland ;    but   he  alked 
whether  Great  Britain  had  given  no 
provocation  to  that  republic  ?    The 
infolence  of  the  Britilh  memorial, 
prefented  to  the  States  in  1777,  had 
contributed  beyond  any  thing  elfe 
to  the  prevalence  of  the  French  fac- 
tion in  Holland.    In  that  memorial, 
the  miniilry  had  held  a  language  to 
the    States     of  Holland,     the    only 
E  4  relpedable 
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refpe£table   ally  of   Great    Britain, 
which  it  would  not  be  decent  or  jaf- 
tifiable   to   hold   to   the  moll  petty 
ftate   of  Europe.     The  Dutch  had 
complaiued  of  the  arrogance  of  this 
memorial,    and    dec^^red,    that    it 
contained  a  fort  of  language,  which 
one  independent  flate  had  no  right 
to  hold  to  another.  The  French  had 
availed  themfelves  of  this  circum- 
ftance,  and  it  had  given  them  aplau- 
fible  opportunity  of  increafing  the 
indignation  of  the  Dutch  againfl  us. 
It  had  been  flated  to  be  a  great 
offence  on  the  part  of  the  States- 
general,  that  they  had  not  complied 
with  the  memorials  prefented  by  fir 
Jofeph  Yorke,  and  furni'died  the  af- 
fiftance  required   by  the  treaty   of 
1678.     Bur,  perhaps,  Holland  had 
abundant  reafons  for  her  refufal,  or 
rather  her  negleft  to  comply  with 
the   treaty.     If  flie    had    complied 
with  it,  this  country  muft  have  been 
a  lofer  upon  the  whole.     All  that 
we  had  a  right  to  expect  was  6000 
troops,  and  20  fliips  of  war.     The 
inftunt  they  had  been  furnifhed,  the 
territories  of  tiie  States  would  have 
been  attacked,  and  then,  in  compli- 
ance with  the  treaty  fo  often  men- 
tioned, we  muft  have   fent  a  large 
army    into  Holland,  and  fupported 
her   with  a  great  naval  force.     It 
fhould  alfo  be  remembered,  that  a 
war  with  Holland  was  not  like  chal- 
lenging a  /ingle  foe  :  for  as  an  armed 
neutrality  had  been  eftablifiied,  the 
war  with  Holland  would  probably 
bring  upon  us  the  other  neutral  ma- 
ritime powers  of  Europe.     A  war 
with  Holland  could  produce  no  na- 
tional advantage.     If  it  continued, 
no  other  maritime  mercantile  fiate 
could  be  found,  which  was  capable 
of  carrying  our  various   manufac- 
tures to  all  quarters  of  the  globe,  as 
the  Dutch  had  done  for  above  a  cen- 
tury. The  reigns  of  William  III. 


and  of  queen  Anne  had  been  men- 
tioned in  the  courfe  of  the  debate; 
but  there  was  no  parallel  between 
thofe  reigns  and  the  prefcnt.  In 
thofe  reigns,  as  in  the  time  of  all 
Whig  miniftries,  great  alliances  were 
fought  and  obtained.  This  country 
had  not  then  the  madnefs  to  hazard 
a  war  with  all  the  world  without  a 
fingle  ally.  This  country,  at  the 
time  which  had  been  referred  to, 
when  the  duke  of  Marlborough  aft- 
ed  both  as  a  negociator  and  a  gene- 
ral, was  in  the  full  career  of  victory, 
and  of  glory.  We  had  then  no 
American  war,  no  obftinate  perfe- 
verance  in  a  fatal  error,  to  create 
calamity,  and  to  multiply,  misfor- 
tune. If  the  Dutch,  at  the  prefent 
period,  had  changed  their  political 
fyftem  refpeifiing  this  country,  it 
was  owing  to  the  criminal  conduct: 
of  our  adminiftration.  The  mini- 
ftry  had  precipitated  this  country 
into  a  war  with  America,  from 
whence  it  was,  and  from  their  mi- 
ferable  conduft  of  that  war,  that  all 
our  misfortunes  had  arifen.  They 
had  loft  all  our  trade  with  America, 
and  when  other  powers  were  invited 
to  partake  of  it,  that  the  Dutch, 
who  were  a  mercantile  people, 
fliould  accept  of  a  (hare  of  it,  was 
certainly  no  fubjecl  of  furprize.  It 
was  owing  to  the  fame  caufe,  that 
all  the  poweis  of  Europe  had  aban- 
doned ut',  and  that  thofe  who  had 
not  already  joined  France,  Spain, 
and  America,  were  ready  to  do  it, 
it  being  apparent  to  them  all,  that 
under  fuch  a  wretched  adminiftra- 
tion Great  Britain  had  no  chance  of 
recovering  her  imjKJrtance  and  her 
power,  and  that  whoever  became 
her  ally,  would  only  fhare  in  her 
difgrace  and  her  misfortunes. 

Mr.  Wraxali,  member   for  Hin- 

don,  a  gentleman  who  had  diftin- 

guifhed   himfelf  by    feme    literary 

publicu- 
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tlons,  made  a  fpeech  of  confiderable 
length,  which  more  particularly  ex- 
cited the  attention  ot  the  houfe,  on 
account  of  its  being  the  firft  time  of 
his  delivering  his  fentiments  in  that 
aflembly.  He  remarked,  that  at  the 
conclulion  of  the  lull  peace,  in 
1762,  this  country  had  been  in  a 
fituation  truly  a;lorious,  and  that 
period  had  been  followed  by  fome 
fucceeding  years  of  fpkndour,  dur- 
ing all  which  time  we  were  not  only 
the  envy  of  the  modern  world,  but 
our  greatnefs  far  furpaffed  the 
greatncfs  of  ancient  Rome  at  its 
brighteft  a;ra.  He  followed  this  eu- 
logy with  obferving,  that  we  had 
fince  experienced  an  alarming  gra- 
dation of  misfortunes,  which  he 
traced  regularly  from  their  com- 
mencement down  to  the  prefent  un- 
fortunate moment.  He  wondered 
not,  he  faid,  alter  the  campaign  of 
1778,  which  he  reprefented  as 
peculiarly  unfortunate,  that  Spain, 
though  (low,  yet  true  to  theinterefts 
of  the  elder  tr.mch  of  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon,  (liould  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year  1779,  join  France 
in  the  confederacy  ;  but  it  was  re- 
ferved  for  our  aftonifhment  and  in- 
dignation, at  the  clofe  of  the  year 
1780,  to  fee  the  tardy  Dutchman, 
long  engaged  in  the  filent  arts  of 
commerce,  and  a  flranger  to  war  for 
near  half  a  century  ;  to  fee  a  nation 
which  owed  its  origin,  its  progrefs, 
and  its  proteftion,  to  the  toftering 
hand  of  England,  now  join  the 
ftand.ud  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon 
againtf  its  only  natural  ally.  He 
then  drewa  comparifon  between  the 
wars  in  which  Great  Britain  was  now 
engaged,  and  thofc  in  which  Lewis 
XIV.  had  been  engaged,  in  order 
to  {hew  that  they  were  extremely 
dlfiimilar.  The  wars  of  Lewis  XIV. 
had  been  almoft  all  of  them  wars  of 
iatention,  of  Tyllem,  of  premedita- 


tion ;  wars  that  were  planned  in 
the  clofet  ;  wars  debated,  fettled, 
and  decided  upon  in  the  cabinet  of 
Verfailles  :  whereas  the  wars  Great 
Britain  now  had  upon  herhands,  were 
wars  into  which  flie  had  unwillingly 
entered  ;  wars  ot  compuUion,  wars 
that  (lie  was  obliged  to  undertake, 
or  refign  her  ju(l  rights,  and  with 
them  publicly  forfeit  and  abandon 
all  claims  to  honour,  to  dignity,  and 
to  power,  as  a  tree  and  independent 
maritime  ftate.  But  notwithftand- 
ing  this,  fuch  extraordinary  circum- 
ftances  had  attended  the  atfairs  of 
Great  Britain,  that  it  was  admitted 
on  all  hands,  that  we  were  in  a  ftatc 
ot  increaiing  danger,  and  labouring 
under  the  greateft  national  dillrefs. 
A  great  part  of  our  prefent  misfor- 
tune?, he  conceived,  had  their  fource 
in  a  new  fpecies  of  policy  which 
this  country  had  lately  adopted,  and 
a  blind  bigotry  to  a  political  tenet, 
which  had  no  foundation  in  reafoa 
or  in  truth.  The  tenet  or  maxim 
to  which  he  alluded,  and  which  the 
men  who  maintained  it  appeared 
not  to  underftand,  was,  "  That 
continental  connexions  were  incom- 
patible with  the  true  interefts  of 
Great  Britain."  If  the  truth  or 
falflrood  of  any  maxim  was  to  be 
judged  of  by  a  recourfe  to  long  expe- 
rience, the  beft  tell  of  all  maxims, 
civil,  religious,  or  political,  we  had 
every  realbn  in  the  world  to  deny 
the  new  policy,  and  adhere  to  the 
old.  If  the  wars  of  king  William, 
of  queen  Anne,  and  of  1741,  and 
1756,  were  adverted  to,  it  would 
appear,  from  the  inconteftable  evi- 
dence of  eftablithed  tafts,  that  this 
country,  in  all  thofe  wars,  had  de^ 
duced  moft  edential  advantages  from 
our  having  continental  connexions. 
He  then  proceeded  to  Ihew  the 
abfolute  neceffity  there  was,  that 
Great  Britain  ihould  immediately 
procure 
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procure  an  ally  upon  the  continent: 
and   in    order   to   determine  what 
power  it  was  whofe  alliance  would 
be   moft   beneficial   at   the  prelent 
time,  he  made  fome  genera]  obler- 
vations  relative  to  feveral  European 
potentates,  and  their  difierent  ^'iews 
and  intercfts.     Of  Denmark,  he  re- 
marked, that  it  was  now  funk  into  a 
fituation,  which  left  lictle  either  to 
hope  or  to  fear  from  her  enmity  or 
her  friendQup.    Since  the  middle  of 
the  lall  century,  when  the  politics  of 
Europe  alTumed  their  modern  form, 
Denmark  had  been  almoft  uniformly 
friendly   to  this  country ;   but,  by 
one  of  thofe  lingular  fatalities  which, 
feem^d  now  to  opprefs  this   nation, 
Denmark    was    become  inimical  to 
England.     This   was,    however,  of 
the  lefs  confequence,  becaufe  Den- 
mark had  at  prefent  a  feeble  and  inca- 
pable government,  a  wretched  army, 
and  a  very  trifling  navy.  Of  Sweden, 
Mr.  Wraxall  obferved,  that  it  was 
governed  by  a  king  rendered  abfo- 
lute  by  French  money  in  1772.    In- 
deed, ever  fince  the  time  of  Guftavus 
Adolphus    and    Chriftina,    Sweden 
had    been    uniformly    the    ally    of 
France.  French  counfels,  and  French 
connexions,  had  ever  preferved  their 
afcendancy   in  the  court  of  Stock- 
holm,   which,    from   every    princi- 
ple, and  every  motive,  was  hoilile 
to  the  interefts  of  this  country.  But 
Sweden,    like    her   fifter    Denmark, 
was  now  far  declined  in  fplendour 
and  in  force.     Her  fleets  and  her 
armies  were  confined  to  the  limits  of 
the  frozen  Baitick.  Modern  Sweden 
was  no  longer  able,  as  under  Charles 
the  Twelfth,  to  march  armies  into 
Saxony    and    Bohen  ia,    and    llrike 
terror  into  Vienna  and  Verfailles. 
But  whatever  the  force  of  Sweden 
might  be,  there  were  no  hopes  of 
any  afliflance  to  Great  Britain  from 
that  f|ur;rter.  The  cmprfifs  of  Ruflia, 


he  proceeded  to  obferve,  was  fomc 
years  fince  much  attached  to  Great 
Britain,  and  difpofed   to    aifift  us. 
But  that  moment,  he  faid,  was  paft 
and  gone ;   we  had  loft  it  by  our 
own  want  of  exertion,  and  the  em- 
prefs  was  no  longer  friendly.     She 
neither  was  willing,  nor,  if  fhc  had 
it  in  her  inclination,  was  it  in  her 
power  to  afford  us  cffedual  arid  deci- 
live  affiftance.     The  junftion  of  a 
Ruflian  fquadron  wab  noi.  now  to  be 
hoped  for ;   nor,  if  fuch  a  circum- 
ftance  took  pLic^-,  would  it  eniure  a 
certain   fuperiority  over  the  united 
navies  of  France,  Spain,  and  Hol- 
land.    It  was  not,  therefore,  from 
Sweden,   Denmark,  or  Ruflia,  that 
we  were  to  derive  afliftance  ;  and  as 
to   Poland,    Sardinia,    Naples,  and 
Portugal,  they  were  only  kingdoms 
in  name,  and  in  the  empty  honours 
of  the  diadem,  and  therefore  of  little 
confideration    in    an    inquiry    from 
whence  an  efficacious  alliance  could 
be  procured.     After  thus  charafter- 
izing  thefe  llates,  he  proceeded  to 
oblerve,    that   the   only   remaining 
powers,  from  which  there  could  be 
any  profpeft  ot  obtaining  aflliilance, 
were    Pruflia    and    Auftria.      The 
Pruflian  army,  he  faid,    amounted 
to  208,000  troops  ;  but  nearly  one 
half  ot  thefe  were  Poles,  French,  or 
compofed  of  every  nation  of  Europe, 
enlifted  in   that  fervice.     As  to  the 
Prulfian  monarch,  he  affirmed,  that 
he  was  no  longer  that  great  prince, 
and  great   general,    which   he   had 
with  truth  been  believed  to  be  fome 
years  ago.     He  was  now  infirm,  far 
declined  in  years,  in  corporeal  and 
intelleftual    vigour,     and    perhaps 
funk  in  reputation.    He  had  i^etlred 
from  his  people,  and  lived  like  a  re- 
clufe,  fliut  up  in  the  gloomy  apart- 
ments of  Potfdam,  fcarcely  feen  by 
his  fubjeds.     In  fhort,  he  was  no 
longer  the  hero  who  fought  at  Lilfa, 
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at  Roftach,  at  Prague,  at  Torgau,  and 
atLowofitz,  and  who  carried  vldory 
wherever  he  appeared.  It  was  alio 
well  known,  that  the  king  of  Pniffia 
had  much  enmity  againft  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  a  great  predilection  for 
France,  and  v\as  incenfed on  account 
ofthefublidy  which  yet  remained  due 
to  him  from  this  country.  We  could 
therefore  form  no  expeftation  of 
a  beneficial  connexion  with  Prufiia  ; 
but  with  Auftria,  he  thought,  an 
alliance  might  be  made,  which 
would  be  highly  advantageous  to 
this  country. 

The  imperial  forces,  Mr.  Wraxall 
remarked,  amounted  at  that  time 
to  243,000  men,  mortly  drawn 
from  the  hereditary  kingdoms  and 
provinces  of  that  ex-tenfive  mo- 
narchy ;  and  they  could  be  with 
cafe  augmented  to  320,000,  as  was 
actually  the  cafe,  previoufly  to  the 
treaty  of  Tefchen,  in  the  month  of 
April,  1779.  The  prefent  emperor 
pofleiied  courage,  aftivity,  and  emi- 
nent abilities ;  and  had  a  perfeft 
knowledge,  not  only  of  his  ow^n  do- 
minions, but  of  France,  and  of  va- 
rious parts  of  Europe.  From  the 
time  of  the  emperor  Adrian,  who, 
bareheaded  and  barefooted,  had  tra- 
verfed,  at  the  head  of  his  legions, 
the  vaft  provinces  of  the  Roman 
empire,  no  prince  had  fo  accurately 
and  fo  minutely  vilited  his  territo- 
ries, as  Jofeph  the  Second.  He 
was  ainbitious  of  glory,  and  folicit- 
ous  to  open  the  commerce  of  India, 
and  of  the  world,  to  his  fubje^ts. 
He  entertained  a  diflike,  and  a  jea- 
loufy  of  France  ;  both  of  which  were 
rather  confirmed,  than  removed,  by 
his  late  journey  to  ^Paris.  On  the 
contrary,  he  had  a  finccre  regard 
for  the  Englifli  nation,  a  regard 
which  we  might  improve  grea'ly  to 
our  advantage  :  tor  the  emperor  had 
an  enlarged  mind,  and  was  fuperior 


to  all  religious  prejudices,  or  to  the 
influence  of  mere  family  connexions. 
He  had  fliewn  himlelf  to  be  capable 
of  great  exertion  in  every  depart- 
ment of  fiate,  and  his  prefent  fitua- 
tion  was  fuch   as  would  give  every 
poffiblc  facility  to  ncgociation.    His 
high  ftation  among  the  potentates  of 
Europe  naturally    gave   him  great 
weight  and  influence  ;   and  his  con- 
dud  during  the  fliort  war  of  1778, 
and  the  afcendancy  which  his  troops 
then  gained  over  Prulfia,  proved  at 
once  his  ability  as  a  general,  and  his 
power  as  a  piunce.   He  was  idolized 
by  his  troops,  who  u^ere  all  anxious 
to  fliew  their  zeal  and  attachment  to 
him,  and  had  even  exprefled  feme 
mortification,  when  their  royal  maf- 
ter  facrificed  his  martial  ardour  to 
the    pacific    difpofition    of  his   late 
parent.     It  fliould  likewife  be   re- 
meinbered,  that  we  had  foine  claim 
to  the  emperor's  friendfliip,  in  coir- 
fequence  of  our   having   fupporicd 
his  grandfather's  pretenfions  to  the 
crown  of  Spain,  and  eftablifhcd  the 
tottering  throne  of  his  mother,  the 
late  emprefs.     He  was  the  defcend- 
ant  of  Leopold,  whom  we  had  fuf- 
tained    againfl:  the    arms    of  Lewis 
XIV.    the   nephew   of    Jofeph   1. 
and  the  grandfon  of  Charles  VI.  for 
whom     our    anceftors    had    fought 
and  bled  in  Spain,  in  Flanders,  and 
in  every  quarter  of  the  earth  ;  and 
the  fon  of  Maria  Therefa,  whom  we 
had  refcued  from   the  opprelfion  of 
the  boufe  of  Bourbon. 

Mr.  Wraxall  then  proceeded  to 
recominend  to  the  confideration  of 
the  houfe  three  great  leading  propo- 
fitions,  concerning  which  a  ncgocia- 
tion (hould  be  opened  with  the  em- 
peror, and  which  might  lead  to  a 
treaty  highly  beneficial  to  Great 
Britain.  Thefe  three  propofitioas 
were,  firll',  by  a  vote  of  a  million  to 
enable  him  to  take  the  field  ; 
fecondlv, 
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fecondly,  to  open  Antwerp  as  a  free 
port  ;  and  thirdly,  to  ofter  him  in 
India,  Malacca,  Ceylon,  Cochin, 
or  even  Negapatnam.  He  urged 
various  arguments  in  fiipport  of 
thefe  propolitions ;  and  having  ex- 
plained his  ideas  of  the  means  and 
terms  of  the  negociation  which  he 
had  recommended  with  the  court  of 
Vienna,  he  went  into  a  confidera- 
tion  of  its  confequences.  If  fuch  a 
treaty  took  place,  the  emperor,  he 
faid,  muft  march  towards  the  Rhine, 
as  prince  Charles  of  Lorrain  did  in 
the  year  1744  ;  he  mult  demand  his 
patrimony  of  Lorrain,  torn  irom 
him  in  1737,  and  he  mull  re-demand 
Alface,  as  depending  on  the  empire. 
It  could  not  be  queilioned  he  faid, 
but  that  the  emperor  would  be  able 
to  force  a  pafTage  acrofs  the  Rhine, 
and  the  whole  of  the  fcheme  was 
very  practicable  :  for  the  king  of 
Pruffia  was  incapable  of  preventing 
the  emperor  from  fending  an  army 
of  50,000  men  towards  the  Rhine, 
as  the  emperor  could  increafe  his 
army  at  pleafure,  and  the  necefiary 
inarches  might  be  performed  with 
fuch  rapidity,  that  the  Aullrian 
army  might  be  at  the  gates  of  Straf- 
burgh  by  the  ift  ot  June  next. 
What  would  be  the  refult  of  this  ? 
France  muft  defend  herfelt  ;  and 
the  moment  France  was  compelled 
to  march  50,000  men  fifty  miles 
from  her  own  frontiers,  from  Metz, 
Thionville,  Strafburgh,  and  Brilac, 
or  from  her  garrifcns  in  Flanders, 
down  would  fall  her  boafted  navy, 
her  finances  would  inftantly  be 
alienated,  and  no  more  money  could 
be  fent  to  Brcll,  Rochfort,  or  Tou- 
lon. Madrid  and  the  Hague  would 
alfo  inftantly  be  fliakcn,  their  navies 
would  crumble  away,  and  could  not 
be  regruited,  or  money  found  for 
their  equipment.  The  objeft  of 
Great  Britain   would  be  obtained. 


He,  therefore,  earneftly  recom- 
mended, that  no  time  fliould  be  loft 
in  vain  and  idle  deliberation,  but 
that  a  negociation  fhould  be  inftantly 
opened  with  the  emperor.  The  de- 
ftruftion  of  France  was  inconteftable, 
if  the  emperor  joined  us,  and  march- 
ed towards  the  Rhine.  England 
would  be  faved,  rcftored  to  her  an- 
cient glories,  and  capacitated  to  de- 
flroy  the  marine  of  France  and 
Spain.  He  concluded  with  paying 
fome  compliments  to  the  abilities  of 
his  majefty's  minifters  ;  he  had  no 
doubt,  he  faid,  of  their  extenfive 
capacities,  and  great  qualifications ; 
but  he  begged  leave  to  recommend 
to  them  vigour,  firmnefs,  celerity, 
and  difpatch ;  on  all  of  which, 
combined,  the  national  fafety  de- 
pended. 

Though  this  gentleman's  fpeech 
gained  the  attention  of  the  houfe  for 
fome  time,  its  extreme  length  by 
degrees  caufed  a  general  wearinefs  ; 
and  it  was  confidered,  both  within 
and  without  doors,  as  the  effort  of  a 
young  politician,  who  was  defirous 
of  bringing  himfelf  into  notice,  but 
whofe  notions  were  not  fufficiently 
matured  and  digefted  ;  and  who  had 
exhaufted  all  the  powers  of  his  elo- 
quence in  the  recommendation  of  a 
fcheme,  in  which  there  could  have 
been  very  little  profpctl  of  fuccefs, 
the  whole  plan  appearing  extremely 
vifionary,  if  not  totally  imprafti- 
cable. 

Mr.  Fox  contended,  that  all  the 
troubles  which  fell  upon  this  coun- 
try had  originated  in  a  change 
ot  the  political  fyftem.  For  had 
true  Whig  principles  prevailed,  as 
in  the  days  of  king  William  and 
queen  .Anne,  at  leaft  in  the  firll 
part  of  her  reign,  and  in  the  two 
fubfequcnt  reigns,  America  would 
now  have  been  fighting  by  the  fide 
of  Great  Britain ;  or  rather,  the 
liberties 
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liberties  of  America  not  having  been 
invaded,  the  occafion  of  all  the 
quarrels  that  now  fubfift  would  have 
been  prevented.  But  the  interetl:  of 
the  prince,  that  is,  of  the  niinillry, 
was  now  conceived  to  be  diiferent 
from  that  of  the  people  ;  the  honour 
of  the  crown  was  to  be  maintained 
at  the  expence  of  the  ruin  of  the 
people  ;  and  provided  they  govern- 
ed, the  condition  of  thofe  who  obey- 
ed was  a  matter  of  indifference. 
The  reign  of  Charles  II.  had  been 
called  an  infamous  reign  :  but  not 
one  of  the  Stuarts  had  done  fo  much 
mifchicf  to  this  country  as  the  pre- 
fent  minlflry.  The  mifchiefs  done 
in  the  reign  of  the  Stuarts  were  re- 
trieved by  a  revolution  in  political 
principles ;  but  the  ills  that  happen- 
ed in  the  piefent  reign  were  irre- 
parable. The  emprefs  of  Ruffia, 
and  his  prefent  majeily,  had  mount- 
ed the  thrones  of  their  refpeftive 
empires  much  about  the  fame  time. 
But  how  great  was  the  difference  in 
the  two  reigns  !  Great  Britain  had 
declined  with  a  fuddennefs  equal  to 
the  rapidity  with  which  Ruffia  had 
rifen  to  her  prefent  eminence.  It 
was  not  want  of  capacity  with  which 
he  charged  the  prefent  miniftry  : 
they  had  capacity ;  but  it  was  all 
cxhaufted,  not  in  foreign  politics,  for 
that  was  the  bufinefs  of  the  nation, 
but  in  inanaging  that  houfe,  and  in 
©ther  fimilar  tranfa6tions,  wherein 
their  own  intereil  only  was  con- 
cerned. The  prefent  war  with  Hol- 
land, which  was  a  mod  unhappy 
event,  he  conlidered  as  entirely  the 
refult  ot  the  mifconduft  of  the  mi- 
niftry ;  and  if  they  had  been  re- 
moved before,  when  their  demerits 
were  fufficiently  apparent,. he  firmly 
believed  that  this  event  would  not 
have  taken  place. 

Several  other  gentlemen  fpoke  in 
this  debate,  on  both  fides  of  the  quef- 


tion,  and  amendments  to  the  addrefs 
propofed  were  moved  for  by  lord 
John  Cavendifh  and  lord  Mahon : 
but  the  addrefs  as  originally  pro- 
pofed was  at  length  carried,  by  a 
majority  of  1 80  to  loi. 

The  fame  meffage  from  his  ma- 
jefty,  and  the  fame  papers,  relative 
to  the  rupture  with  Holland,  were 
alfo  communicated  to  the  houfe  of 
peers  on  that  day  by  lord  Stormont. 
After  the  titles  of  thefe  papers  were 
read,  before  any  motion  was  made 
for  an  addrefs  to  his  majefty  in  an- 
fwer  to  the  royal  meffage,  the  duke 
of  Richmond  rofe,  and  afked  if  the 
papers  now  read  contained  all  the 
information  that  the  noble  vifcount 
propofed  to  lay  before  the  houfe. 
Until  he  was  fatisfied  on  that  head, 
it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  know 
how  to  conduft  himfelf.  His  ma- 
jefty now  made  a  communication  to 
the  houfe,  of  a  meafure  which  he 
thought  fit  to  adopt  during  the  par- 
liamentary recefs.  He  had  ordered 
certain  papers  to  accompany  that 
communication,  which,  however 
neceffary  in  themfelves,  were  im- 
perfedi.  Before  the  houfe  proceed- 
ed any  farther,  he  therefore  wiflied 
to  know,  whether  thofe  papers  con- 
tained the  whole  of  what  was  in- 
tended to  be  communicated.  Lord 
Stormont  remained  filent ;  and,  af- 
ter fome  farther  obfervations  from 
the  duke  of  Richmond,  the  chan- 
cellor interpofed,  and  remarked,  that 
it  was  not  to  be  expeded  that  the 
noble  vifcount  could  give  an  an- 
fwer.  His  majefty  had  charged  him 
Vv'ith  the  delivery  of  the  meffage, 
and  of  the  feveral  papers  that  accom- 
panied it,  which  was  the  informa- 
tion intended  to  be  given.  They 
were  fufficient,  in  his  opinion, 
though  there  were  no  other  docu- 
ment. The  manifefto  againft  Hol- 
land,   which   was   included  in   the 
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papers  now  laid  before  the  houfe, 
hilly  juftified  the  meafure.  It  ftated, 
among;  other  things,  a  treaty  ex- 
prefsly  entered  into  between  an  an- 
cient ally  and  our  own  rebellious 
fubjefts,  and  a  copy  of  which  treaty 
was  among  the  papers  now  exhibit- 
ed. It  would  have  been  criminal 
and  perfidious  in  any  power  in  a 
(late  of  common  amity  with  us  ;  it 
was  doubly  fo  coming  trom  an  ally  ; 
and  what,  if  poffible,  , aggravated 
the  conduft  of  the  States-general,  it 
was  fecretly  carried  on,  at  a  time 
when  we  were  in  a  ftate  of  aftual  al- 
liance and  profeifed  friendfliip.  The 
chancellor  added,  that  it  would  be 
improper,  or  rather  intormal,  to 
enter  on  any  other  qucftion  or  con- 
fideration,  till  his  majefty's  mellage 
Ihould  be  firft  difpoled  of.  The 
duke  of  Richmond  again  rofe,  and 
faid,  that  he  had  hoped,  at  the  out- 
fet  of  the  bulinefs,  that  every 
paper  or  comnumication  necel- 
lary,  for  the  full  information  of 
their  lordfliips,  would  be  laid  before 
the  houfe.  But,  from  what  had  al- 
ready pailed,  he  was  convinced, 
that  nothing  was  more  vain  and  idle 
than  fuch  an  expeftation.  The  mi- 
niilry  had  previoufly  determined 
otherwlfe,  and  in  that  the  houfe 
would  be  complaifant  enough  to 
acquiefce.  He  could  not,  however, 
but  exprefs  his  dilTatisfaction,  that 
the  decihon  of  that  day  muft  be 
taken  from  a  few  partial  extrads 
from  the  inftru6iions  given  to  the 
Britilli  minifter  at  the  Hag^ue,  the 
manifefto  formed  upon  tnble  ex- 
trafts,  and  a  projeft  or  pretended 
treaty  between  Van  Berkel  and  Mr. 
Lee  :  and  he  Ihould  give  the  moll 
pvitlic  teftimony  of  his  difapproba- 
tion  of  a  war,  which,  for  aught  that 
yet  appeared,  had  been  wantonly 
commenced,  and  might  be  produc- 
tive of  the  molt  fatal  confequences. 


Lord  Stormont  maintained  that 
the  meafure  of  iffuing  letters  of 
marque  and  reprifals  againll  Hol- 
land, was  not  only  julliiiable,  but 
was  founded  in  neceitity  and  found 
policy.  The  States-general  had 
behaved  bafely  and  treachcroully. 
We  were  conne6led  with  them  by 
the  moft  folemn  alliances  ;  united 
by  ties  the  moll  facred  and  indilfo- 
luble,  and  bound  by  common  inte- 
reft;  and  could  therefore  have  no- 
thing apparently  to  fear  from  them. 
On  the  contrary,  we  had  every  thing 
to  expedl,  which  afteftion,  cement- 
ed by  mutual  intereft  and  advantage, 
could  promife,  and  which  honour  and 
fidelity  could  exa£f.  Biit  in  all  thefe 
expeftations  we  had  been  bafely  de- 
ceived, and  miferably  difappointed. 
The  States-general  had  violated 
their  moft  facred  engagements ;  they 
had  afted  as  fecret  enemies  ;  and, 
what  was  worfe,  they  had  carried 
on  thofe  fecret  machinations  under 
the  colour  of  friendfliip.  They  had 
entered  into  a  confpiracy  with  our 
natural  enemies,  and  rebellious  fub- 
jetts,  to  difmember  the  Britifh  em- 
pire, and  to  parcel  out  our  domi- 
nions. This  would  be  bafe  and  un- 
worthy even  from  a  neutral  power  ; 
but  when  it  came  from  a  pretended 
ally,  and  an  avowed  friend,  it  de- 
ferved  public  execration.  It  ftamp- 
ed  the  nation  who  could  be  guilty  of 
it  with  infamy  and  ignominy,  and 
called  aloud  for  the  moft  exemplary 
chaftifement.  It  was  true,  that,  by 
the  treaty  of  1674,  the  States-gene- 
ral were  permitted  to  carry  indiicri- 
minately  all  goods,  commodities,  and 
merchandize  whatever  to  our  ene- 
mies, as  well  as  friends  and  neutrals; 
but  bv  the  two  fubfequent  treaties 
of  1678,  and  1716,  it  was  fpecially 
provided,  that  when  either  power 
Ihould  be  attacked  in  any  of  their 
dominions,  that  the  other,  upon  the 
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cafv.s  fcederls,  fliould  alHft  with  a 
certain  number  of  troops  and  fliips. 
Hence  it  was  plain,  that  the  fubfe- 
quent  treaty,  at  a  certain  period  at 
ieaft,  fiiperlcded  the  treaty  of  1674; 
that  is,  after  the  requifition  made 
by  the  party  attacked  to  his  ally, 
and  the  afOftance  given  in  confe- 
quencc  of  that  requifition,  which 
the  treaty  provided  ihould  be  at  the 
end  of  two  months  from  the  date  of 
the  demand.  This  demand  had  been 
made  by  the  Britifh  ambalfador, 
but  it  was  difregarded  by  the  States- 
general  ;  and  the  Dutch  not  only 
continued  to  fupply  our  enemies 
with  naval  ftores,  bnt  alfo  entered 
into  a  treaty  with  a  part  of  our  fub- 
jeds  in  open  rebellion,  and  thereby 
called  in  queflion  our  undoubted 
rig-hts  and  fovereign  dominion  over  a 
part  of  our  own  territories.  This  was 
in  reality  making  war  upon  this  coun- 
try, it  being  a  fpecies  of  aggreffion 
every  way  correfpondent  in  its  nature 
to  an  avowed  att  of  hoftility.  The 
States-general  had  alfo  either  trifled 
with  our  miniller,  treated  his  re- 
monftrances  with  negleft,  or  evaded 
giving  any  fatisfaftion  by  fludied 
plaufibilities,pretended  impediment?, 
and  artful  delays,  originating  from 
a  fixed  fyrtem  of  procraftination. 
Indeed,  their  councils,  unhappily 
for  the  body  of  rhe  Dutch  nation, 
were  influenced  by  faftion,  and  by 
partial  intereft.  They  were  under 
the  dominion  of  a  Gallo- American 
faftion,  and  the  people  were  feduced 
and  led  away  from  their  real  inte- 
refts,  through  the  arts  and  machina- 
tions of  felfifh  and  ambitious  men. 

The  duke  of  Richmond  remark- 
ed, that  there  was  one  capital  mif- 
take  which  pervaded  the  noble  vif- 
count's  fpeech,  and  which  yetfcem- 
ed  to  be  the  only  ground  on  which 
the  maniietto  againli:  Holland  could 
jiand.  This  was,confidering  the  rough 


draught  of  a  project  or  plan  to  be 
agreed  to  by  the  Seven  United  Pro- 
vinces, as  an  original  paper  binding' 
Upon  the  refpedive  parties.  It  was 
clear,  that  the  treaty  fo  much  talked 
of  was  a  mere  projeft.  Van  Bcrkel 
and  Mr.  Lee,  the  fubjefts  of  two 
diftinc^  ftates,  fketch  out  a  plan  of  a 
future  treaty  to  be  acceded  to  by 
thofe  Hates.  To  give  this  plan  efFeft, 
the  confent  of  both  thofe  itates  muft 
be  procured  ;  but,  after  a  period  of 
more  than  two  years,  fo  far  from 
there  being  any  ratification  of  this 
ideal  treaty,  there  was  not  a  fcrap 
of  paper,  nor  a  fingle  proof  of  any 
kind  whatever,  that  either  of  the 
prefumed  principals  in  this  tranfac- 
tion  ever  heard  a  fyllable  relative  to 
the  negociation  or  pretended  treaty, 
much  Icfs  that  they  had  approved  of 
it ;  yet  this  was  made  the  principal 
ground  of  juftification  of  thofe  who 
advlfed  the  manifefto  againO;  Hol- 
b.nd,  and  the  royal  meflage  which 
was  now  under  difculTion,  His 
grace  alfo  obferved,  that  the  noble 
fecretary  of  flate  had  thrown  out 
feveral  things  refpefting  the  conduct 
and  motives  of  the  States-general, 
of  which  no  evidence  whatever  wag 
produced  to  the  houfe.  If  his  lord- 
fhip  had  any  information  on  the  fub^ 
jeft:  concerning  which  he  had  fpoken 
With  fo  much  confidence,  he  muft 
have  gathered  it  either  from  com- 
mon report,  or  through  the  channel 
of  ofHce.  Jf  the  former,  it  would 
be  indecent  to  argue  upon  it  in  the 
character  of  a  confidential  fervant  of 
the  crown  ;  if  the  latter,  it  was  his 
duty  to  lay  his  information,  and  the 
authority  whence  he  derived  it,  be- 
fore their  lordfiiips. 

Lord   Stormont  replied,  that  the 
noble  duke  fought  a  fpecies  of  in- 
formation    which     was     publickly'' 
known.     The  Dutch  gazettes  were 
full   of  the  motives  which  direfted 
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the  conduft  of  the  States-general. 
After  the  mofl  preffing  entreaties, 
and  repeated  condefcenfions  on  our 
part,  when  the  paper  which  the  no- 
ble duke  fo  warmly  contended  ought 
not  to  be  coniidered  as  an  aft  of  the 
republic,  was  laid  by  our  ambalfa- 
dor  before  the  States-general,  in- 
ftead  of  di  fa  vowing  it,  they  only 
difclaimed  having  any  knowledge  of 
it  in  general  terms ;  and  when  an 
opening  was  given  to  them  to  dif- 
claim  the  aft,  they  declined  to  avail 
themfelves  of  it,  and  came  to  a  de- 
termination to  refufe  any  fatisfac- 
tion,  and  difpofed  of  it  ad  referen- 
dum, to  be  taken  up,  or  not,  at 
fome  future  opportunity.  If  this 
was  not  an  avowal  of  the  treaty,  or 
projeft,  it  was  little  fhort  of  it  ;  and 
he  could  fcarcely  fee  any  difference 
between  a  public  aft  of  the  ftate, 
and  a  private  aft  of  a  hoftile  nature 
committed  by  a  fubjeft,  when  the 
governing  part  of  that  ftate  denied 
fatisfaftion,  or  refufed  to  punifli  the 
offender.  After  fome  farther  obfer- 
vations,  he  moved  an  addrefs  to  his 
majcfty,  alTuring  him,  that  the 
houfe,  with  the  warraeft  and  mof: 
dutiful  zeal,  would  give  every  fup- 
port  to  thole  vigorous  meafures, 
which  his  majefty  had  been  obliged 
to  take  againll:  the  republic  of 
Holland. 

The  chancellor  obferved,  that  the 
noble  duke,  who  had  oppofed  the 
motion  for  an  addrefs  to  his  ma- 
iefty,  laid  great  ftrefs  on  the  circum- 
ftance,  that  the  treaty  which  had 
been  mentioned  was  no  more  than 
a  projeft.  There  would  be  fome 
weight  in  this  argument,  if  an 
opportunity  had  not  been  given  to 
the  States-general  to  retraft  or  dif- 
avow  it.  Inftead  of  that,  their  con- 
duft  amounted  nearly,  if  not  entire- 
ly, to  an  avowal,  or  approbation  of 
its  contents  j  they  poftponed  it  ad 


referendiort^  and  by  fo  doing,  they 
difclaimed  it  in  form,  but  acknow- 
ledged ir  in  fubftance  :  for  though 
he  would  allow,  for  argument's  fake, 
that  they  were  not  prepared  immedi- 
ately to  punifli  the  offender.  Van 
Berkel,  they  might  have  latisfied 
the  Britiflr  court,  by  reprobating  it 
in  an  abftraft  refolution,  or  opinion, 
exprelfing  in  general  terms  their  to- 
tal difapprobation,  and  declaring  the 
impropriety  or  criminality  of  any 
of  the  fubjefts  of  the  republic  enter- 
ing into  a  treaty  with  the  rebellious 
fubjefts  of  another  flate,  in  amity 
and  alliance  with  them. 

The  duke  of  Richmond  rofe  again, 
and  obferved,  that  it  was  well  known, 
that  the  forms  of  deliberation  and 
proceeding  in  Holland,  and  the  na- 
ture of  the  Dutch  conftitution,  were 
tedious  and  intricate.  The  latter  was 
compofed  of  various  movements, 
and  though  he  did  not  pretend  to 
fpeak  with  accuracy  or  precifion  on 
the  fubjeft,  it  was  more  than  pro- 
bable, that  the  States-general  were 
by  no  means  empowered  to  give  an 
explicit  or  precife  anfwer  on  a  fub- 
jeft, of  which  all,  or  infinitely  the 
greater  part  of  their  conftituents, 
muft  have  been  ignorant.  It  was 
doubtful,  whether  a  power  of  pu- 
nifhment  was  even  vefted  in  the 
States-general  :  but  if  fuch  a 
power  was  vefted  in  them,  their 
wonted  caution  and  deliberate  mode 
of  proceeding  fully  juftified  their 
conduft;  and  he  would  appeal  to 
every  noble  lord  who  heard  him, 
if  there  were  not  innumerable  pof- 
fible  cafes  in  which  a  fubjeft  of  this 
country  might  offend  againft  the  law 
of  nations,  notwithftanding  which 
his.  puniflmient, '  inftead  of  being  ta- 
ken up  by  the  fovereign  power  of 
the  ftate,  muft  be  delegated  to  our 
judicial  or  criminal  tribunals ;  and 
yet  it  would  be  deemed  abfurd,  that 
a  refufal 
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a  refural  on  our  part  to  violate  the 
laws,  by  vvith-holding  iiiftant  and 
exemplary  punilhment,  fliould  be 
deemed  an  uggreffion  futficieiit  to 
jiiftity  hortiliries  againft  us  by  the 
complaining  parry.  As  to  what  was 
called  a  treaty  between  the  States- 
general  of  the  United  Provinces  and 
the  United  States  of  America,  his 
grace  frill  conrended,  that  it  never 
could  be  confidsred  as  fuch  with  the 
lead  rcafon  or  propiiety.  It  was  at 
moft  no  more  than  a  plan,  or  projeft, 
conditional  in  its  frame,  and,  as  ex- 
perience had  fince  proved,  nugatory 
in  its  conlequences.  ft  never  was  a 
treaty ;  it  never  was  authenticated 
even  as  a  projeft  or  treaty  in  cm- 
brio,  within  the  knowledge  and 
confent  of  the  relpeftive  principals: 
nor  had  fince,  fo  long  as  from  Sep- 
tember, 1778,  to  that  day,  been 
confirmed  or  recognized.  He  la- 
mented, in  very  warm  terms,  the 
alarming  and  perilous  fituation  of 
this  country,  which  was  driven  into 
a  conteft  with  the  three  muft  formid- 
able maritime  powers  of  Europe. 
The  miniftry  leemed  determined  to 
rifque  all ;  they  were  grown  defpe- 
rate  ;  and,  by  driving  ever)-  thing 
to  extremity,  vainly  imagined,  that, 
in  the  midfl:  of  furrounding  cala- 
mity, and  national  diftref?,  their 
crimes  or  ignorance  would  be  for- 
gotten, or  overlooked.  They  had 
the  modefty  to  preach  up  unanimity, 
and  to  claim  confidence,  when  almotl 
every  fuccceding  day  afforded  fome 
frelh  inftance  of  their  fatal  igno- 
rance and  niifchievous  incapacity. 

His  grace  farther  remarked,  that 
the  noble  fecretary  of  flate,  though 
he  refufed  to  give  any  information 
to  their  lordfhips,excepting  what  they 
might  derive  from  the  partial  cx- 
trafts  laid  before  the  houfe,  acknow- 
ledged the  exiilence  of  another  fpe- 
cies  of  information.     He  had  refer- 
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red  their  lordlhips  to  the  Dutch  ga- 
zettes. This  was  a  language  he  ne- 
ver before  heard  ufed  in  parliament. 
It  was,  indeed,  treating  their  lord- 
fliips  with  a  degree  of  haughtinefs  or 
contempt  almoft  intolerable.  He 
ventured  to  f;iy,  that  there  were 
fome  of  their  lordfliips  who  never 
read  a  Dutch  gazette,  and  many 
who  did,  attended  very  little  to  the 
contents.  However  that  might  be, 
he  never  expefted  to  hear  it  gravely 
recommended  to  the  great  council  of 
the  nation,  by  a  minifier  in  high 
office,  and  in  great  trull  and  confi- 
dence with  his  fovereign,  that  they 
Ihould  perufe  the  Dutch  gazettes, 
as  the  only  document  neceffary  to 
enable  them  to  advife  their  fove- 
reign, when  called  upon  by  him  at 
a  mofl  critical  and  important  pe- 
riod. The  noble  vifcount  referred 
their  lordfliips  to  a  fource  of  infor- 
mation, to  which  he  probably  never 
reforted  himfelf :  for  it  might  be 
prefumed,  that  he  was  like  his  noble 
uncle,  the  chief  juftice  of  the  king's 
bench,  who,  as  it  was  well  known, 
from  his  own  declaration,  never 
read  a  news-paper.  His  grace  add- 
ed, that  he  had  not  heard  a  fingle 
argument  advanced,  which  did  not 
convince  him,  that  the  whole  of  the 
correfpondence  between  the  Britilh 
cabinet  and  the  States-general  ought 
to  be  laid  before  that  houfe,  in  order 
to  enable  their  lordfhips  to  come  to 
fuch  a  decifion  upon  the  fubjeft  be- 
fore them,  as  fliould  be  founded  in 
juftice  and  good  policy.  He,  there- 
fore, moved,  that  inftead  of  the  ad- 
drefs  moved  for  by  the  noble  fecre- 
tary of  ftate,  which  at  leaft  ought  to 
be  poftponed,  "  an  humble  addrefs 
fhould  be  prefented  to  his  majefty, 
that  he  would  be  gr;icioufly  pleafed 
to  give  orders,  that  there  fliould  be 
forthwith  laid  before  that  houfe  co- 
pies of  all  the  treaties  lately  fubfill- 
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ing  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
ftates  of  the  Seven  United  Pro- 
vinces, and  alio  of  the  correfpond- 
ence  between  his  majefty's  niinifters, 
and  his  late  ambaffador  at  the 
Ha^Lie,  and  of  all  memorials,  requi- 
fitions,  manifeftoes,  anlwers,  and 
other  papers  which  have  paffed  be- 
tween the  two  courts,  as  far  as  they 
relate  in  any  refpe£t  to  the  prefent 
rupture,  or  to  any  mifunderfliitnd- 
ing-,  or  complaints,  which  have  ex- 
illed  between  the  two  nations  lince 
the  commencement  of  hoftiiities  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  pro- 
vinces of  North  America. 

The  duke  of  Chandos,  after  pro- 
nouncing" a  very  high  eulogium  on  the 
public  and  private  virtues  of  his  ma- 
jefty,  and  declaring  his  good  opinion 
of  the  laudable  intentions  of  his  mi- 
niftcrs,  though  they  had  not  always 
been  attended  with  fuccefs,  faid,  that 
lie  moil:  heartily  approved  ')f  the  fpirit 
and  vigour  which  manitelUy  dictated 
the  meaiures  againft  Holland.  He 
made  no  doubt,  that  it  would  be 
produ6tive  of  more  than  one  lalutary 
efteel.  Belides  difarraing  a  pretend- 
ed friend,  but  concealed  enemy, 
from  carrying  their  hiithlefs  and  de- 
ftrncdve  fchemes  into  execution,  it 
would  convince  our  open  foes  otthe 
I  fixed  determination  and  magnani- 
mity of  this  country,  though  fur- 
rounded  by  a  hoft  of  foes,,  and  con- 
tending for  her  rightful  dominion 
over  fo  great  a  bo-1y  of  her  own  un- 
natural and  rebellious  fubjet^s.  He  . 
acknowleged,  that  our  fituation  was 
critical  and  perilous,  and  th;it  oppor- 
tunities mighr  have  been  loft:  but  it 
was  too  late  to  take  a  retrofpeft ; 
and  nothing  now  remained  to  be 
done>  bL>t  toca^l  forth  the  whole  re 
fources  and  llrcng'b  of  the  counfy, 
and  employ  them  eile^itualiy  agaiuft 
our  enemies.  Having  entertained 
thefc  fenriments,  he  mail,  of  com fe 
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give  his  negative  to  the  motion  made 
by  the  noble  duke,  and  his  hearty 
affirmative  to  the  addrefs  originally 
moved  in  anfwer  to  his  majefty^s 
meflage. 

1  he  carl  of  Shelburne  arraigned, 
in  very  ftrong  terms,  the  whole  con- 
duct of  adrniniftration  refpcfting 
Holland  ;  and  obferved,  that  it  was 
not  in  the  power  ot  the  States-gene- 
ral to  give  a  clear  and  fpecific  an- 
fwer to  lir  Jol'eph  Yovkc's  memorial ; 
nor  even  to  give  a  proinifc  to  punilh 
or  ledrefs  any  grievance  which  mighj 
have  been  occafioned  by  the  conduiSt 
ofaperfon  or  perfons  amenable  to 
the  provincial  ftates  of  Holland  only, 
and  exclulively  anfwerable  to  the  lo- 
cal tribunals  within  that  particular 
juiifdiiifion.  In  the  reign  of  king 
William,  when  that  pi-ince  was  ac 
war  with  France,  though  he  was 
king  of  England,  and  ftadtholder  of 
the  United  Provinces,  he  was  re- 
peatedly informed,  that  feveral  of 
the  fubjecSts  of  Holland  cor  re  fpond- 
ed  with  his  enemies,  and  fupplied 
France  fecretly  with  military  (lores 
for  carrying  on  the  war.  He  com- 
plained, in  his  double  capacity,  as 
king  and  ftadtholder,  but  was  ob- 
liged to  lit  down  contented,  without 
obtaining  redrefs.  Nay  more,  he 
oiice  got  a  packet  into  his  hands  di- 
refted  to  Ibme  of  the  principal  trai- 
tors, who  were  burgomafters,  and 
was  obliged,  in  his  magitlratical 
chara£ter,  to  lay  it  unopened  before 
the  States-general,  who,  after  the 
fulleft  evidence  of  the  fa£f,  fuiferc^ 
the  whole  to  pafs  away  unnoticed, 
.without  even  cenfure.  much  lefs  pu- 
niftiment,  or  public  difavowal.  But 
the  Brttifli  miniftry  fce:iied  to  be. 
totiiliy  ignorant,  of  what  was  known 
to  all  the  world  befidea^  th^it  Hol- 
land was  a  ftate  compofed  of  mer- 
chants, whole  great  view  was  to 
promote  aad  extend  their  commerce^. 
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and  that  arts,  which  in  other  coun- 
tries uould  be  deemed  of  a  very  hei- 
nous and  puniflicible  nature,  wt-c 
coniidered  in  HoUand  as  venial 
ofiences.  Sovercgn  llates  were  o^Ljn 
cxtn'inely  ignorant  of  the  inun  - 
cipal  laws  and  internal  regulations 
which  pievailed  in  other  govern- 
niencs ;  and  it  lliouid  be  remember- 
ed, that  ihe  government  of  Holland 
in  paiticular  vras  one  of  the  moft  in- 
tricate and  complicated  in  its  move- 
menij  that  ever  exifted.  His  lord- 
fliip  farther  remarked,  that  it  had 
been  the  podcy  of  the  moft  able  and 
honell  ifate-m-n  of  which  this  coun- 
try ever  boafted,  to  cultivate  not 
only  alliances,  and  to  form  connec- 
tions with  Holland,  but  alfo  the 
molt  intimate  coniidence  and  triend- 
fliip.  But  far  different  had  been  the 
condutt  of  the  prefent  adminiftra- 
tion.  In  a  time  of  the  moit  profound 
peace  between  the  two  llates,  allied 
by  treaty,  friendOup,  and  common 
interelf,  without  any  hoftile  appear- 
ance or  preparation  oi>  the  part  of 
Holland,  the  Br^tifli  cabinet  had  re- 
folved  to  feize  all  Dutch  fliips,  whe- 
ther of  private  or  public  property, 
and  immediatelv  to  coniiTcate  them  ; 
and  what  was  worfe  than  ail,  a  com- 
mandment was  given  t(>  render  the 
municipal  tribunals  the  infrrnments 
of  legalizing  an  a6f,  which  was 
ec]u;illy  repugnant  to  every  law  now 
exilling  in  the  v/ritten  code?,  cur- 
rent, or  of  authority,  throughout 
Europe  We  had  wantonly  engaged 
in  a  war  with  HoUand,  without  iuf- 
ficiently  conlidering  how  formidable 
an  enemy  that  republic  might  pro- 
bably become.  The  Dutch,. though 
a  commercial,  were  nevertnelefs  a 
determined  and  courageous  people. 
They  had  ever  oppofed  tyranny,  in 
every  fliape  in  which  it  had  Ihewn 
itfelf ;  and,  perhaps,  in  their  firft 
ftruggles   againft    Spanifh    cruelty, 


and  Spaniili  opprelTion,  they  mani- 
feiled  poofs*  of  magnanimity,  cou- 
rage, and  heroifm,  not  i'ur  >  .lied,  if 
equiUed,  by  the  molf  celebrated 
and  renown  d  n.  tions  of  antiquity, 
'^r  of  modern  times.  The  Dutch 
had  already  acceded  to  the  armed 
neutrality  in  due  form,  by  their  mi- 
ni iters  lent  to  the  court  ol  Peterf- 
burgh  for  that  putj-'ofe  ;  and  the 
emprefs  in  due  form  had  accepted 
ol-  their  acceifion.  So  that  belides 
France,  Sp^in,  A-nerica,  and  Hol- 
l.md,  we  might  probably  hive  Ruf- 
lia,  and  in  due  time  all  the  other 
members  of  the  armed  neutrality, 
to  contend  with.  Even  Portugal 
began  to  fliew  adifpofitifin  extremely 
.unfavourable  to  our  intt-refls,  and 
there  was  re  don  to  believe  that  fhe 
would,  in  the  end,  prove  as  inimi- 
cal as  the  reft  :  which  would  bring 
us  into  a  predicament  hitherto  un- 
exampled, that  of  not  having  a  fingle 
port  open  to  us  from  Gibraltar  to  the 
North  Pole.  As  to  the  pretended 
treaty  betweenHoUand  and  America, 
which  was  urged  as  the  principal 
realbn  for  commencing  hoftdities 
againft  Holland,  it  was  no  more 
than  a  proje6t  to  be  hereafter  entered 
into,  and  was  behdes  c(  nditional,  or 
contingent.  It  was  only  to  have  elfe6t 
upon  a  future  event  :  naraelv,  if  the 
confederated  fates  of  America  fhould 
hereafter  be  declared  independent 
by  the  powers  of  Europe.  But  even 
if  it  had  been  authenticated  and  con- 
firmed by  the  States-general  of  the 
Unit-  1  Provinces,  it  could  not  ia 
any  light  be  coniidered  as  an  aggref- 
lion,  at  leaft  not  fuch  an  aggreffion 
as  would  juftify  the  commencement 
of  hoflillties  on  our  part*  In  every 
view,  the  condudl;  of  the  minilfry 
had  been  as  repugnant  to  juftice  as 
to  found  policy,  and  was  only  cal- 
culated to  bring  calamity  and  ruia 
on  the  nation, 
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The  chnnccllor  contended,  that  the 
only  qucftion  before  the  houfe  was, 
whether  the  motion  made  by  the  no- 
ble fc'crctary  of  llatc,  being  a  propof- 
ed  addrefs  in  anfwer  to  his  majelty's 
mcifagc,  or  the  motion  made  by  the 
noble  duke  for  additional  informa- 
tion to  be  laid  before  the  hotife, 
fhould  firll:  receive  the  approbation 
of  their  lordfliips.  Now  in  point  of 
precedent,  he  believed  that  there 
was  not  a  fingle  inilance  in  the  re- 
cords of  parliament,  in  which  any 
other  matter  was  permitted  to  be  in- 
troduced between  the  anfwer  to  a 
royal  meflage  and  the  determination 
of  the  houfe  upon  its  contents.  It 
appeared,  as  far  as  he  could  learn, 
that  no  precedent  exirted  to  the  con- 
trary, but  that  the  cuftom  or  ufiige 
of  parliament  had  at  all  times,  and 
upon  every  occaiion,  given  this  de- 
cided preference  to  intimations,  mcf- 
fages,  and  communications  from  the 
throne.  It  had  been  faid,  that  the 
documents,  ncv  laid  before  the 
houfe,  were  not  fuch  as  julHfied  the 
meafures  againlt  Holland  ;  confe- 
quently,  that  either  other  papers 
ought  to  be  laid  betore  the  houfe, 
to  fatisfy  their  lordfliips  that  the 
real  fadfs  and  tranfaftions  jutlified 
the  meafure  ;  or,  that  the  mef- 
fage,  upon  the  documents  fub- 
mitted  to  the  houfe,  was  not  fuch 
as  entitled  it  to  the  concurrence  of 
their  lordfliips.  It  was  fuppofed, 
that  the  papers  being  deficient,  the 
whole  matter  would  ultimately  be 
decided  upon,  fhould  their  lordlhips 
now  confent  to  agree  to  the  addrefs  ; 
and  that  thofe  noble  lords  who  dif- 
approved  of  the  meafures  againil 
Holland,  as  grounded  upon  the 
papers  now  laid  before  ihem,  would 
hereafter  be  tor  ever  precluded,  or 
barren  from  giving  any  opinion  up- 
on the  fubjeft,  being  bound  by  the 
forms  tf  parliament  to  the  approba- 
tion of  the  prefeiit  meafure,  though 


not  juftified  by  the  documents  no\7 
laid  before  them.  But  the  fuppo- 
lition  was  not  well  grounded :  for 
every  noble  lord  who  thought  the 
information  now  laid  before  the  houfe 
defecStive  or  incomplete,  would  be 
as  much  at  liberty  to  move  for  far- 
ther information,  as  if  he  had  never 
given  a  vote  on  the  fubjcdl  He 
would  neither  be  precluded,  nor 
bound  by  his  vote  of  that  day  ;  but 
might,  as  foon  as  the  prefent  quef- 
tion  was  difpofed  of,  or  at  any  fu- 
ture, or  more  fit  and  convenient 
time,  rife  and  move  tor  any  papers 
he  thought  .proper.  On  the  ground, 
therefore,  of  eiiabllflied  ufage,  and 
uninterrupted  precedent,  the  chan- 
cellor faid,  he  fliould  oppofe  con- 
curring in  the  rnotion  made  by  the 
noble  duke,  or  giving  it  a  preference^ 
to  an  addrefs  moved  in  anfwer  to  a 
royal  meflage.  It  was  a  refpert  due 
to  the  crown  which  had  never  been 
refufed.  If  the  noble  duke's  quef- 
tion  were  carried,  it  would  imply, 
that  it  was  the  fenfe  of  that  houfe, 
that  his  majefty  had  exercifed  his 
prerogative  of  declaring  war  without 
jull:  caufe ;  or,  it  he  hadajuft  caufe, 
had  declined  to  inform  their  lord- 
fliips of  his  real  motives ;  either  of 
which,  in  his  opinion,  would  be 
extremely  indecent  and  improper. 
But,  independently  of  thcfe  conii- 
deratlons,  he  endeavoured  to  prove, 
that  the  papers  laid  before  the  houfe 
afforded  fufHcient  evidence  of  the 
propriety  of  the  meafures  taken 
ugainft  Holland,  and  that  the  whole 
proceedings  ot  adminilfration  in 
that  rcfped  were  perfedly  jullifw- 
able.  In  the  courfe  of  his  ipeech 
the  chancellor  lamented  the  indil- 
criminate  cenfures,  and  the  many 
refletflions,  which  it  was  now  be- 
come culfomary  to  throw  out  in  that 
houfe  againft  the  adminiftration, 
which  tended  to  involve  govern- 
ment in  a  general  odium,   and  of 
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courfe  to  add  embarraffinents  to  thofe 
which  naturally  attend  every  go- 
vernment in  time  of  war,  and  this 
in  particular,  now  labouring  under 
peculiar  circumftances  of  difficulty 
and  diftrefs,  fuch  perhaps  as  were 
never  before  experienced  by  any 
other  nation. 

Lord  Camden  remarked,  that  the 
chancellor,  under  the  idea  of  bring- 
ing the  qucllion  within  a  narrow 
compafs,  had  reduced  it  to  a  mere 
quelHon  of  order,  out  of  which  he 
had  endeavoured  entirely  to  exclude 
the  formal,  as  well  as  fubltantial 
merits  of  the  fubjeft  matter  of  de- 
bate. The  whole  bufinefs,  it  feem- 
ed,  was  merely  a  point  relative  to 
the  regularity  of  the  proceedings  of 
their  lordiliips,  whether  the  addrefs 
moved  by  the  noble  fecretary  of 
ftate  fliould  be  adopted,  or  a  nega- 
tive be  put  upon  the  motion  moved 
by  the  noble  duke.  This  was  a  cu- 
rious method  of  coming  to  a  decilion 
vipon  any  queftion,  and  upon  every 
quertion  :  the  moll  important  na- 
tional objetTis  which  could  come  un- 
der the  difcuffion  of  their  lordfhips, 
were  to  be  difregarded,  and  to  be 
kept  out  of  light,  that  they  might 
employ  themfelves  in  dull,  tedious, 
and  fophilHcal  debates  on  the  regu- 
larity, or  pretended  regularity,  of 
their  proceedings.  But  he  begged 
their  lordlhips  to  look  a  little  far- 
ther, and  to  turn  their  attention 
from  mere  words  to  things.  His 
majefty's  minifters  had  advifed  a  de- 
claration of  war  ;  or,  which  was  in 
fubftance  the  fame  thing,  n  mani- 
fefto,  accompanied  with  orders  for 
ilTuing  letters  of  marque  and  repri- 
lals  :  they  farther  advifed  his  ma- 
jelly  to  communicate  this  to  his  par- 
liament ;  but  for  what  purpofe  was 
this  done  ?  They  were  not  to  deli 
berate,  or  to  feekany  farther  infor- 
mation.    They     were     implicitly, 


without  hefitation,  doubt,  or  in- 
quiry, to  echo  back  the  very 
words  of  the  meflage,  in  abnoft 
tof'ukm  nnrhis-,  and  containing  in 
all  its  parts,  the  mod:  full  and 
unreferved  approbation  of  the  mca- 
fure,  thus  communicated.  To  do 
otherwife,  they  were  informed, 
would  be  indecent,  and  difre- 
fpedful  to  the  Ibvereign.  But,  in 
his  opinion,  the  highell  infult  was 
offered  to  their  lordfliips,  when  they 
were  required  to  render  this  im- 
plicit aflent  to  the  conduct  of  admi- 
niftration,  and  to  give  a  formal  ap- 
probation of  meafures  which  they 
Vv'ere  told  it  was  indecent  to  difcufs. 
But  they  were  acquainted,  as  fome 
kind  of  confolation  to  them,  that, 
after  the  addrefs  fliould  be  agreed  to, 
they  might  then  controvert  the  juf- 
tice  and  expediency  of  what  they 
had  before  approved  of,  for  form's 
fake.  Could  any  thing  be  more  ab- 
furd  ?  War  had  beci  denounced 
againll  the  republic  of  Holland  dur- 
ing the  recefs  of  parliament  ;  and  if 
parliament,  upon  being  made  ac- 
quainted with  it,  approved  of  the 
meafure,  they  confequently  bound 
themfelves,  and  the  people  of  Great 
Britain,  to  all  the  confequences  of  a 
ftatc  of  hoftility  with  a  powerful 
nation. 

As  to  what  was  called  the  treaty 
between  Holland  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  his  lordfliip  re- 
marked, that  nothing  had  been 
urged,  either  in  the  flinpe  of  faft  or 
argument,  which  tended  to  fliew, 
that  any  one  ftep  had  been  taken  by 
the  governing  or  any  fubordinate 
power  in  Flolland,  which  betrayed, 
either  direftly  or  indireftly,  any  in- 
tention in  the  States-general  of  an 
hortile  nature  ;  that  they  knew  any 
thing  of  the  intrigues  of  Van  Ber- 
kel  ;  much  lefs  had  determined  to 
ratifv'  and  confirm,  as  an  nft  of  the 
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fovereigii,  what  had  probably  been 
the  mere  unauthorized  act  of  Van 
Berkel  himfelf,  fupported  by  fome 
of  the  iTia'vftrates  or  the  city  of  Am- 
fterdam,  ,wh-'  were  well  known  to 
be  in  the  French  inteieft.  Bur  fup- 
pohng,  fo  far  as  the  treaty  went, 
th.t  it  was  a  complete  one  j  before 
anv  conchifion  was  drawn,  he 
thought  it  behoved  rhofe  who  were 
per;'uaded  of  its  completion,  to  point 
out  h  jW  far  it  did  operate,  and  tlie 
perlo.iS  whom  it  was  fuppofed  to 
bind,  or  could  bind.  I  id  it  bind 
the  fiate,  or  republic  ?  He  believed 
no  perion  woui'J.  venture  to  afhim 
that  it  did.  Did  it  even  bind  the 
province  of  Holland  ?  That  yet 
remained  ro  be  proved.  Who  then 
did  it  bind  ?  For  aught  that  he 
could  learn,  from  any  thing  that  ap- 
peared to  the  contrary,  it  neither 
did  or  could  bind  any  other  perions, 
but  merely  the  contracting  parties 
whofe  names  were  ligned  to  the 
inllrunient. 

His  lordfliip  then  proceeded  ro  re- 
mark, hov/  different  the  conduft  of 
the  late  earl  of  Chatham  had  been 
from  that  of  the  prcfear  adminiftra 
tion.  In  the  verv  zenith  of  his 
power,  in  the  flufh  of  viifory, 
that  great  Hatcfman  had  many  and 
flrong  pretences,  if  not  real  provo- 
cations, for  employing  the  then  ir- 
rchfdble  force  or  this  country  againfl 
the  property  and  polfcffions  of  the 
Seven  United  Provinces.  But  he 
was  too  wife  and  magnanimous.  He 
judiclouflv  qualified  the  claims  of 
this  country,  as^well  as  fet  limits  to 
the  unreafonable  demands  of  that 
republic.  He  afted  with  modera- 
tion, refolution,  firinnefs,  and  juf- 
tice.  Her  had  not  only  Holland  to 
manage,  but  the  northern  kingdoms, 
who  were  at  the  time,  independently 
of  the  extteme  jealoufy  of  the  naval 
power  of  Great  Britain,  rather  ini- 


mically  inclined  towards  us,  parti- 
cularly Ruffia  and  Sweden  ;  yet, 
araidit  a  variety  of  difticulties,  many 
adverle  views,  and  contending  inte- 
refts,  loid  Chatham,  by  hisaddrefs 
and  abilities,  aUvays  avoided  a  rup- 
ture with  thofe  powers,  or  with 
Holland.  But  the  prefent  miniftry 
never  took  any  proper  methods  to 
be  upon  good  terms  with  that  re- 
public. On  the  contrary,  before 
thecomjTiencemcnt  of  hoffilitits  with 
France  or  Spain,  they  ordered  our 
amb.:l'a'!or  at  the  Hague  to  prefent 
a  molf  infolent  memorial  ts  the 
State  -general,  contjin-ng  threats  of 
a  mult  unprecedented  natui'c,  when 
addreffed  to  an  independent  flare  of 
any  defcription  ;  but  v/hen  addrefled 
to  an  ally,  to  the  laff  degree  pr  pok- 
ing, arrogant,  and  indevcnt.  It 
was  to  this  memorial,  more  than  to 
any  other  circumflance  whatever, 
that  all  the  fubfequent  condu6l  of 
the  republic  might  be  attributed.  If 
there  was  a  Gallo-Ainerican  fa6fioa 
in  Holland,  that  faction  owed  its 
very  exiilence  to  the  condu6t  of  the 
Britifn  adminiftration.  It  was  their 
arrogance  and  infolence  which  had 
fupplicd  food  for  difcontent,  and  fur-, 
niih.ed  arguments  ro  the  lecret  and 
open  friends  of  France  in  the  republic, 
to  inname  the  minds  of  their  fellow- 
fubjecTis  againft  th<'  governinent  and 
people  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  ag- 
gravate any  part  of  our  conduft, 
fo  as  to  perfuade  the  Hollanders, 
that  the  intuits  and  affronts  daily 
put  upon  them,  tended  to  eftablifli 
an  univerl'al  dominion  on  the  ocean, 
and  to  lead  to  rellriftions  upon  com- 
merce, fuited  to  the  interefts  and 
well  known  ambition  of  the  Englifii 
nation,  who  could  bear  no  rival  in 
trade,  and  who  would,  fliould  flie 
prevail. in  her  prefent  contefi:  with 
America,  derive  fuch  an  accumula- 
tion of  naval  force,  as  to  enable  her 
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to  give  law  to  the  whole  world  oa 
that  elemenr.  His  lordfliip  added, 
that,  upon  confiderin;^^  the  provoca- 
cations  given  en  our  part  to  Holland, 
and  the  condufi:  of  that  rep-,;blic  un- 
der thoie  repeated  infults,  and  the 
nature  of  the  connexion  between  "his 
country  and  the  Seven  United  Pro- 
vinces, together  vviih  the  ruinous 
confequf^nces  thai  might  be  the  re- 
fult  of  a  war  between  them,  he  was 
of  opinion,  that  the  manifefto  againft 
Holland  ought  not  to  receive  the 
fam'tion  of  their  lordfliips,  till 
ftronger  evidence  were  produced  of 
the  neceffity,  juftice,  and  policy  of 
that  meafure  ;  and  <hat  if  no  better 
grounds  of  hoftility  flrould  be  the  re- 
fult  of  a  more  particular  inquiry, 
that  parliament  would  be  bound  to 
order  iminediate  reparation  and  fa- 
tisfaftion  to  be  given  for  the  injury' 
already  fufiriir.cd  by  Holland,  and 
of  courfe  that  an  end  fliould  be  put 
to  the  farther  profecution  of  holli- 
lities. 

Lord  Bathurft  threw  out  fome 
fevere  refleftions  on  the  condu61:  and 
motiveb  of  the  lords  in  oppoiition  to 
adniinitfration ;  and  .vas  anfwered 
by  the  duke  of  Richmond  in  a  very 
poi.ted  and  farcuflic  manner.  After 
Ibme  farther  debate,  his  grace's  mo- 
tion was  reje(5^ed  by  a  tnajority  of  84 
to  19  ;  and  the  addrefs  to  hi.-  ma- 
jefty,  moved  for  by  lord  Stormont, 
was  agreed  to  by  the  houfe.  Two 
protefts  were  entered  in  the  journals, 
iigned  by  the  principal  lords  in  op- 


pofition,  in  which  the  precipitation, 
injuftice,  and  total  wan  of  policy, 
which  appeared  in  the  proceedings 
againft  Holland,  were  lirongly  and 
feverely  ccnfured. 

On  the  I  ft  of  February,  a  motion 
was  made  in  the  houfe  of  commons 
by  Mr.  Fox,  that  it  fliould  be  re- 
Iblved  by  that  houfe,  "  that  the  ap- 
pointment of  lir  Hu!;^h  Palliler  to  be 
governor  ot  Greenwch  Hofpiral,  af- 
ter he  had  been  declared  guilty  of 
having  preferred  a  malicious  and 
ill-grounded  accufation  againft  his 
commanding  officer,  by  the  fen- 
tence  of  a  court-martial,  was  a 
meafure  totally  fubverfive  of  the 
difcipllne,  and  derogatory  to  the 
honour  of  the  navy."  In  the 
courfe  of  the  debate  which  took 
place  on  this  occalion,  it  was  con- 
tended, that  the  appointment  com- 
plained of  was  an  infult  to  the 
navy,  and  calculated  to  introduce 
mutiny  and  dilbrder  into  the  fleet  ; 
and  it  was  remarked  of  the  court- 
martial  on  fir  Flugh  Pallifer's  own 
trial,  and  by  which  he  was  ac- 
quitted, that  one  of  the  members  of 
it  was  his  nephew,  and  that  three  of 
the  other  members  were  officers  of 
the  Blue  fquadron,  and,  if  there 
had  been  guilt  found,  would  have 
been  implicated  in  that  guilt.  Lord 
North  vindicated  the  promotion  of 
fir  Hugh  Pallifer,  and  the  latter  en- 
deavoured to  vindicate  his  own  con- 
duft.  The  motion  was  rejeded  by  a 
majority  of  214  to  149, 
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CHAP.     VII. 

Eaji  India  affairs.  T)  if  contents  occajtontd  in  India  1^  the  EJ^alliJhmeni  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  at  Calcutta,  and  by  the  extenfii-e  Jurrf- 
dlBion  ajfumcd  hy  the  Judges  of  that  Court.  7' he  DireElors  of  the  Ea/l 
India  Company  exhibit  a  Complaint  againf  the  Couduii  of  the  Judges  to  the 
Secretary  of  State.  A  Petition  againji  that  Court,  fro?n  a  Number  of  the 
Britijh  Inhabitants  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orifja,  prefentcd  to  the  Houfe 
of  Conunons.  A  Petition  prefented  to  that  Houfe  fro?n  the  G  ever  nor -general 
and  fome  of  the  Council  of  Bengal,  comflaining  of  the  Condu^  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Jlating  that  they  had  been  obliged  to  refifl  the 
proceedings  of  the  Judges  by  a  military  Force,  andfolicitin^  that  an  ASl  of 
Parliament  might  be  paffed  to  indemnify  them  againji  all  the  legal  Cotifc- 
quences  of  their  Refi  ance  to  that  Court.  Rema7-kable  Decifons  of  the  Su- 
preme Court.  Cafe  of  Nundcc?nar.  Patna  Caufe,  Extraordinary  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Officers  of  the  Supreme  Court,  i?i  attempting  to  extend  its 
Jurifdi£lion.  Petition  from  the  Natives  of  Bengal  to  his  Maje'y  againfi 
the  Supreme  Court.  Debate  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  a  Motion  ?nade  by 
General  Smith,  to  appoint  a  Selcfl  Committee  to  take  into  Conf  deration  the 
Petitions  againji  the  Supreme  Court  in  India, 


IT  Is  now  neceffary  that  we  fliould 
turn  the  attention  of  oiu"  readers 
to  fome  events  in  the  Euil  Indies, 
which  were  ot  luch  a  nature  as  to  be 
very  important  in  their  confequences 
to  the  interefts  of  the  Englifli  Eaft 
India  company,  and  which  by  de- 
grees became  a  frequent  fubjeft  of 
difcuflTion  in  the  Brltifh  parliament. 
But  in  order  to  throw  fome  hght 
upon  thefe  tranfaftions,  it  will  be 
proper  to  mention  feveral  events, 
which  happened  before  that  period 
which  is  the  more  immediate  objeft 
of  our  hiftory.  It  was  a  fingular  and 
extraordinary  circumflance,  that, 
in  the  year  1765,  the  Euft  India 
company,  a  body  of  EngliHi  mer- 
chants, became  matters  of  the  terri- 
torial revenues  and  poiTefiions  of 
Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Oriffa,  three 
of  the  richeft  provinces  of  the  Mo- 
gul's empire,  and  which  are  fuppof- 
cd  to  contain  more  than  ten  mil- 
lions of  inhabitants.  The  important 


truft  of  governing  thefe  great  and 
newly  acquired  dominions  was  com- 
mitted to  the  company's  fervants 
who  were  upon  the  fpot,  fome  of 
whom  were  rafli  and  inconiiderate, 
and  others  of  them  profligate  and 
rapacious.  Mnny  ei^iomi.ica  were 
therefore  committed,  and  the  mha- 
bitants  ot  thefe  provinces  had  abun- 
dant reafon  to  complain  of  injuftice 
and  opprefiion.  Some,  however,  of 
the  Ealt  India  company's  fervants 
behaved  in  a  very  different  manner, 
and  difplayed  great  integrity  and  hu- 
manity. Regulations  were  adopted 
for  the  better  government  of  thefe 
provinces,  and  councils  of  revenue 
were  eftabliflied  in  the  diiferent  di- 
ilrifts.  The  ablell  of  the  company's 
fervants  were  felec^ed  to  preiide 
jointly  in  matters  of  revenue  ;  and 
each  in  rotation,  affifted  by  the  cau- 
zees,  or  cadies,  and  mufties,  the 
ancient  eftabliflied  maglftrates  of  the 
country,  were  appointed  to  difpenfe 
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juftlceto  the  natives.  Mr.  Hafllngs, 
who  was  at  that  time  prefidcnt,  and 
who  had  a  high  rep-.itation  for  abili- 
ties and  integrity,  and  for  his  know- 
ledge of  the  cuiloms  and  manners  of 
the  country,  drew  up  a  fet  of  regu- 
lations for  thefe  two  important  de- 
partments. By  degrees  many  abufcs 
were  removed,  and  greater  order 
and  tranquility  appeared  in  the 
country.  But  the  iniquities  that 
had  been  praclifed  by  many  indivi- 
duals in  India,  and  the  immenfe 
fortunes  which  had  been  acquired  by 
injuflice  and  rapacity,  had  now  ex- 
cited the  attention  of  the  people  ot 
England,  and  it  was  thought  nccef- 
fary  that  parliament  fiiould  inter- 
fere. Accordingly  in  1773,  an  aft 
was  palfcd,  "  tor  eftabliihing  cer- 
tain rules  and  orders  tor  the  future 
management  of  the  aiiairs  of  the 
Eaft  India  company,  as  well  in  In- 
dia as  in  Europe."  In  this  a(5t, 
among  other  regulations,  it  was 
enaded,  that  the  mayor's  court  of 
Calcutta,  which  had  been  originally 
eftabliflied  by  the  authority  of  the 
Eaft  India  company,  fliould  for  the 
future  be  coniined  to  fmall  mercan- 
tile caufes  ;  and  that  a  new  court 
lliould  be  eftabliflied,  confifting  of 
a  chief  juftice,  and  three  puifne 
judges ;  and  that  thefe  judges  fliould 
be  appointed  by  the  crown.  It  was 
alfo  enaded,  thatafuperiority  fliould 
be  given  to  the  prefldency  of  Bengal 
over  the  other  prefidencies  in  India. 
The  falaries  of  the  judges  were  fix- 
ed, at  80Q0I.  per  annum  to  the 
chief  juliice,  and  6000I.  to  each  of 
the  other  three.  In  confequcnceof 
this  aft,  fir  Elijah  Impey,  as  chief 
juftice,  who  was  knighted  upon  the 
occafion,  and  three  other  judges,  fet 
fail  for  India  in  the  year  1774. 
They  weve  inverted  with  great  pow- 
ers; they  had  the  title  ofhis  majefty's 
fupreme  court  of  judicature  in  that 


country  ;  they  had  civil  law,  com- 
mon law,  ccclcliaftical,  admiralty, 
and  criminal  jurildiftion  ;  they  were 
empowered  to  try  Europeans  on  per- 
fonal  adfions,  and  to  alfcfs  damages 
without  a  jury;  and,  to  prevent 
any  Europeans  Irom  eluding  jurtice, 
under  colour  of  employing  natives 
in  the  commiftion  of  their  crimes, 
every  native,  directly  or  indirettly 
in  their  fervice,  or  in  that  of  the 
company,  was  to  be  made  fubjeft 
to  the  jurildidion  of  this  court  like- 
wife. 

Great  expedarions  were  formed 
of  the  benefits  which  would  refuit 
from  the  eftabliflimcnt  of  this  court 
ot  judicature.  But  thole  who  were 
moft  acquainted  with  the  country, 
and  its  inhabitants,  were  from  the 
firll:  of  a  contrary  opinion  ;  and  it 
appeared  in  the  event  that  their 
opinion  was  the  beft  founded.  The 
views  with  which  this  court  was 
eitabiifhed  were,  to  preferve  the 
commerce  and  revenues  of  the  com- 
pany from  depredation,  by  fubjedf- 
ing  its  fervants  to  the  controul  of 
the  court  ;  to  relieve  the  fubjeit 
from  oppreffion,  by  facilitating  "the 
means  of  redrefs  ;  'and  finally,  to 
eftablifli  a  fixed,  lafting,  and  regular 
courfe  of  juftice  for  the  permanent 
fecurity  of  liberty  and  property. 
But  inftead  of  fraining  a  new  code 
of  laws  for  this  inflitution,  the  Eng- 
lifli  laws  were  introduced  in  their 
fuU  extent,  and  with  all  their  con- 
fequences,  without  any  reftriftion 
or  modification  whatever,  to  ac- 
commodate them  to  the  climate  and 
manners  of  Afia  ;  without  any  re- 
gard to  religious  inftitutions,  or  lo- 
cal habits,  or  to  the  influence  of 
other  laws  handed  down  from  the 
remoteft  antiquity,  and  fixed  in  the 
hearts  of  the  people.  The  Englifli 
laws  were  tranfplantcd  entire  into 
the  oppolke  quarter  of  the  globe, 
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to  be  adminiflered  by  judges  edu- 
cated under  them,  and  wholly  un- 
acquainted with  the  religion,  cha- 
racter, or  manners  ofthe  people  over 
whom  they  wereappointed  to  preride, 

Fiom  the  firil;  arrival  of  the  judges 
in  Bengal,  they  were  engaged  in 
frequent  contefts  with  the  majority 
of  the  council,  and  appear  to  have 
laboured  to  extend  their  juiiidifticn 
far  beyond  what  was  intended  by 
the  Britifli  parliament.  Complaints 
of  their  conduct  were  frequently 
tranimitted  to  England  from  the  fer- 
vants  of  the  Eail;  India  company  ; 
and  in  confeqtience  of  thefe  repre- 
fentations,  on  the  igth  of  Novem.- 
ber,  1777,  the  directors  of  the  com- 
pany lent  a  letter  to  lord  Weymouth, 
iccretaiy  of  date  for  the  fouthern 
^epanment,  in  which  they  ilated, 
that  the  fupreme  court  in  India  had 
extended  its  jurifdiition  to  perfons 
whom  it  did  not  appear  to  have  been 
the  iiitentvn  ofthe  king  or  parlia- 
ment to  fubmit  to  its  authoiity  ; 
that  it  had  taken  cognizance  of  mat- 
tei-s,  both  originaHy  and  pending 
the  fuir,  the  excluiive  cognizance 
of  which,  they  conceived  it  to  have 
hi:cn  the  intention  of  the  king  and 
parliament  to  leave  to  other  courts  ; 
that  the  judges  conlidercd  the  cri- 
minal law  of  England  as  in  force, 
and  binding,  upjn  the  natives  of 
Bengal,  though  utterly  repugnant 
to  the  laws  and  culloms  by  which 
they  had  formerly  been  governed  ; 
that  the  jurifdi£tion  c::ercifed  by  the 
lupreme  court  was  incompatible  with 
the  powers  given  by  parliament  to 
the  governor-general  and  council, 
obftrudled  the  adminillration  of  go- 
vernment, and  tended  to  alien;ite 
the  minds  ofthe  natives  ;  and,  as  it 
was  feared,  would  prevent  the  eftab- 
Hfliment  of  the  government  of  that 
country  on  any  fettled  or  permanent 
foundation. 

The  Eriiiflr  judges  were  attended 


to  India  by  a  number  of  adventu- 
rers, who  were  allured  by  tlie  hope 
of  enriching  themfelves  under  the 
new  eilnbliiiurent.  Some  ot  thetn 
were  of  the  lowell:  fort  of  people, 
and  perfons  whofe  vices  or  extrava- 
gance had  rendered  it  very  inconve- 
nient for  them  to  live  in  England, 
and  who  could  find  no  refuge  from 
dillrefs  but  in  a  flight  10  the  other 
end  of  the  globe.  Many  of  them 
were  enrolled  among  the  domcllics 
of  the  judge?,  or  became  their  im- 
mediate depend.uits  ;  and,  upon 
their  arrival  in  Bengal,  were  per- 
mitted to  affume  the  characters  of 
attorneys,  court  officers,  under  flie- 
rilts,  and  bailifts.  One  of  thefe, 
who  been  clerk  to  one  ol  the  puifne 
judges,  was  afterwards  made  ;ittor- 
ney,  proftor,  mailer  extraordinary 
in  chancery,  and  under-flier. tf;  and 
aded  in  this  four-fold  capaciry  at 
one  and  the  fame  time  in  Dacca. 
Thefe  inferior  praClifers  ofthe  law 
found  it  for  their  intereft  to  proniMte 
fuits  in  the  fupreme  court  as  much 
as  poffible,  and  with  that  view  ope- 
rated upon  the  ignorance  and  credu- 
lity ofthe  natives  with  great  induftry, 
and  fome  of rhem  with  yrcuX.  addre's. 
The  condii(5i:or  the  lupreme  court 
con'inued  to  increafe  .he  difconteuts 
both  of  the  Britilli  fubjeifs,  ar.d  of 
the  natives  ;  and,  indeed,  ibme  re- 
mnrk.tble  decilions  of  iir  Elijah  Im- 
pcv,  and  his  brother  judges,  have 
fufficiently  fliewn,  that,  if  they 
were  not  ndiiated  bv  any  arbitrary, 
or  other  improper  views,  they  were 
under  the  influence  of  very  narrow 
p'cjiidices  :  that  their  profeiiion.nl 
bigotry  was  carried  to  the  utmoft 
extremity  :  and  that  they  were  to- 
tally deftitute  of  thofe  liberal  and 
enlarged  views,  which  might  have 
been  expeeled  from  men  appointed, 
by  high  authority,  to  adminifl:er 
julHce  in  fo  remote  a  quarter  of  the 
globe. 
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On  the  4th  of  December,  1780, 
a  petition  ag-.iinil:  the  lupreme  coiut 
from  a  number  o:  the  Britilh  inha- 
bitants of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  O- 
riJJii,  was  preientcd  to  the  houle  of 
commons.  The  petitioners  com- 
plained of  the  indii'criminate  man- 
ner in  which  the  judges  of  the  fu- 
preme  court  attempted  to  exerciie 
the  Ensrliih  laws  in  that  country, 
at  the  fame  t^me  that  thefe  ^ery 
judges  refufed  to  Britilh  fubjedts  the 
benefit  of  trial  by  jury  in  civil  cues. 
Thev  appealed  to  the  humanity  of 
the  Britilh  parliament,  and  befought 
thtm  '  to  relkft  on  the  innumerable 
hardOnps  which  mull:  enfue,  and 
the  un'verfal  confuhon  which  muft 
be  occafioned,  as  well  to  perfonal 
right<  as  to  private  and  public  pro- 
perty, bv  giving  to  the  voluminous 
and  intricate  laws  of  England  a 
boundlcfs  retrofpective  power  in  the 
midit  of  Afia,  and  by  an  application 
of  thofe  laws,  made  for  the  freeft 
and  moft  enlightened  people  on 
earth,  the  principle  of  whole  conlH- 
tution  was  founded  on  virtut-  and  li- 
berty, to  traniadtions  with  the  na- 
tives ot  India,  who  had  from  tinie 
immem-^rial  lived  under  a  defpotic 
government,  eftabliflied  on  tear  and 
reftrainr."  And  tney  carneftly  call- 
ed upon  the  parliament  to  conlider, 
*'  what  mult  be  the  fears,  what 
muft  be  the  terrors  ot  individuals, 
to  find  their  titles  to  property, 
their  traniadtions  and  engagements 
with  the  natives,  previous  to  the 
eftablfliment  of  the  court  of  judi- 
cature, tried  by  the  ftandard  of 
Englifl^  law,  and  by  men  educated 
under  its  forms,  and  unavoidably 
imbibing  its  prejudices  ;  when  no 
fuch  laws  could  be  known  to,  or 
pradtifed  by,  natives  or  Europeans 
then  refiding  in  the  country  ;  and 
at  a  time  too  when  few  or  no  perfons 


of  legal  knowledge  were  in  thecouii- 
try  to  ailiit  or  advile  them." 

The  petitioners  farther  declared, 
"  that  they  conceived,  that  no  ty- 
ranny could  be  more  dreadful  in  its 
oper  itions,  or  more  tatal  in  its  con- 
fequences,  than  that  a  court  eftab- 
lilh.ed  by  law,  with  all  the  authority 
ot  one  of  the  firft  courts  in  England, 
fhould  aifo  pofiefs  undefined  powers 
and  jurifdidtion,  of  which  the  judges 
or  it  were  the  fole  interpreters,  and 
under  no  controul  but  at  the  ira- 
menfe  diftance  of  the  mother  coun- 
try. Yet  fuch  was  the  fituation  of 
the  Britifli  fubjedts  in  Bengal  :  they 
were  placed  within  the  reach  of  this 
two-edged  weapon,  fuirounded  with, 
the  toils  and  pitfalls  of  the  law,  in  a 
country  where  perjury  was  almoft  a 
profeffion,  unknowing  where  they 
might  reft  in  fafety  :  tor  the  judges 
of  the  fupreme  court  could  at  plea- 
fure  determine  on  the  denomination 
of  a  civil  jury,  the  degree  of  its 
criminality,  by  what  ftatutes  it 
fliould  be  tried,  what  penalties 
fliould  be  inflidted,  and  who  were, 
and  who  were  nor,  amenable  to  the 
jurildidlion  of  the  court." 

It  was  alio  obferved  by  the  peti- 
tioners, *'  that  the  judges  of  the  fu- 
pren.e  court  at  Calcutta  were  em- 
powered to  fit  alio  as  a  court  of 
chancer}-,  and  in  that  capacity  to 
revile,  corredl:,  refcind,  or  confirm, 
decifions  pafied  by  themfelves  whilft 
acting  as  judges  in  a  court  of  law  ; 
and  by  another  part  of  their  infti- 
tution,  they  pofliefled  the  power, 
and  they  alone,  of  flaying  execu- 
tion in  criminal  cafes  till  his  ma- 
jefty's  pleafure  was  known  ;  though 
there  was  a  natural  principle  in  hu- 
man nature  which  inevitably  im- 
prelTed  a  bias  upon  the  mind  in  fa- 
vour of  its  own  decifions,  and  which, 
as  experience  has  decided,  reafon 

and 
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and  phllofophy  are  too  weak  to  re- 
flrain.'*     They    likewife   rem!irked, 
that  they  conceived,  "  there  mtift 
be  fome  fundnmental  error  in  that 
inftitution,  which  required  a  more 
than  ordinary  degree  of  temper,  a- 
bility,  and  integrity,   to  carry  its 
purpofes  into  execution  ;  and  they 
did  not  hefitate  to  declare,  that  to 
adrainifter  the  powers  appertaining 
to   the  inftitution  of  the    fupieme 
court,  without  extenlive  public  de- 
triment, and  partial  a£ts  of  private 
feverity   and  injuilice,    (if  it  were 
poffible  at  all,)  required  more  equi- 
ty,   moderation,    difcernment,    and 
enlightened  abilities,  than  they  could 
hope  to  find  in  any  men."     They 
complained,  they  faid,  not  only  of 
the  cxercife  of  the  powers  committed 
to  fir  Elijah  Irapey,  and  his  brother 
judges,    but   of  the  jurifdidion  of 
the  court  itfelf ;    "  of  the  uncon- 
trouled  and  unlimited  power,  with 
which  the  court  was  veiled,    and 
with  the  execution  of  which  no  men 
were   to  be    trulted."     They  con- 
cluded with  earneftly  foliciting  the 
parliament,    that   a   trial   by  jury 
might  be  granted  to  the  Britifli  fub- 
jefts  in  Bengal,  in  all  cafes  where  it 
was  by  law  eftabliflied  in  England  ; 
that  the  retrofpeftive  powers  of  the 
fupreme  court  might  be  limited  to 
the  time  of  its  eilablifliment  in  Ben- 
gal; that  it  Ihould  be  defined,  be- 
vond  the  power  of  difcretional  di- 
illnc^ion,  who  the  perfons  were  that 
were  amenable  to  the  jurifditftion  of 
the   court,    and    who   were  not  a- 
menable  ;  that  it  fhouldbeexprefsly 
declared  what  ftatutes  fhould,  and 
what  {hould  not,  be  in  force  in  Ben- 
gal; thatdidincl  and  feparate  judges, 
for  the  law  and  equity  fides  of  the 
court,    (hould    be    appointed ;    and 
that   a    power    of    llaying   execu- 
tions in  criminal  cafes,  till  his  ma- 


jefly's  pleafure  was  known,  fliould 
be  lodged  in  the  governor-general 
and  council. 

A  petition  was  alfo  afterwards 
prefentcd  to  the  houfe  of  commons 
trom  Warren  Haftings,  efq.  gover- 
nor-general, and  Philip  Francis, 
and  Edward  Wheeler,  efqrs.  coun- 
fellors  for  the  government  of  the 
juefidency  of  Fort  William  in  Ben- 
gal, in  which  they  reprefented, 
that  though  the  jurirdift.ion  of  the 
fupreme  court  of  judicature  at  Cal- 
cutta, and  the  privileges  and  immu- 
nities granted  to  the  governor-gene- 
ral and  council,  were  clearly  limited 
by  parliament  and  the  king's  letters 
patent,  yetthechiei  niftice  and  judges 
of  that  court  had  e.seicifed  autho- 
rity over  perfons  not  legally  within 
their  jurifdiftion,  and  had  irregu- 
larly and  improperly  advifed  and  ad- 
mitted   fuits   atjainft  the    governor- 

• 
general  and  council  ;   that  they  had 

attempted  to  execute  their  writs  up- 
on perfons  ol  high  rank  in  Bengal, 
natives  of  the  country,  and  over 
whom  the  fupreme  court  had  no  jull 
pretence  to  exercife  any  jurifdidtion 
whatever  ;  fo  that  the  governor-ge- 
neral and  council  had  found  them- 
ielves  reduced  to  the  netcffity  of  op- 
poling  the  proceedings  of  the  fupreme 
court;  of  allerting  their  own  civil 
and  military  rights ;  and  of  guard- 
ing the  property  of  the  Eaft  India 
company,  and  eventually  that  of  the 
Britifli  nation,  in  thole  provinces, 
from  impending  danger ;  and  of 
yielding  their  proteition  to  the 
country  and  people  which  were 
placed  under  the  government  of 
the  governor-general  and  council, 
from  the  controul  of  a  foreign  law, 
and  the  terrors  of  a  new  and  ufurped 
dominion.  They  had  been  obliged 
to  employ  a  military  force  to  refill 
the  proceedings  of  the  judges  and 

their 
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their  officers  ;  and  they  declared, 
that  no  other  condu6l  could  have 
faved  thole  provinces,  and  the  in- 
terclls  of  the  Eaft  India  company, 
and  of  the  Britidi  nation,  which 
were  infeparably  connee'^ed  with 
them,  fro.Ti  the  danger  of  utter 
ruin.  They  declared  themfclves  to 
be  of  opinion,  "  that  the  attempt  to 
extend  to  the  inhabitants  of  thofe 
provinces  the  jurifdidion  of  the  fu- 
preme  court  of  judicature,  and  the 
authority  of  the  Englifli  law,  and 
of  the  forms  and  fiftions  of  that  law, 
which  were  yet  more  intolerable. 
becaufe  lefs  capable  of  being  under- 
ftood,  would  be  fuch  a  conlbaint  on 
the  minds  of  the  people  of  thofe 
provinces,  bv  the  difference  of  fuch 
laws  and  forms  froin  their  laws,  ha- 
bits, manners,  and  religious  prin- 
ciples, which  under  every  fuccelfive 
conftitution  of  the  former  govern- 
ments had  been  refpefted  and  fwp- 
ported,  as  might  inflame  them,  not- 
withlfanding  the  known  mildnefs 
and  patience  which  conlVitute  their 
general  character,  to  an  open  rebel- 
lion." As  they  had  therefore  been 
under  a  neceffity  of  oppofing  the 
proceedings  of  the  fupreme  court 
by  force,  they  now  folicited,  that 
they,  the  governor  general  and  coun- 
cil, and  all  others  under  their  autho- 
rity, might  be  indemnified  againft 
all  the  legal  confequences  of  their 
reliftance  to  that  court. 

Though  the  condu6l  of  the  fu- 
preme court  occaiioned  many  coin- 
plaints  to  be  tranfmitted  to  England 
by  the  Britifli  fubjefts  in  India,  it 
caufcd  ftiU  greater  terror  and  alarm 
among  the  natives,  and  many  of 
them  chofe  rather  to  relinquifh  their 
country,  than  to  live  under  its  jurif- 
didion.  Two  or  three  of  the  deci- 
flons  of  fir  Elijah  Impey,  and  his 
brother  jndges,  which  were  the 
moft  remarkable,  which  excited  the 


moll:  general  indignation,  and  which 
may  throw  fome  light  on  the  fubjeft, 
we  fliall  lay  before  our  readers. 

Nundcomar,  a  bramin  of  the  firft 
rank,  and  who  had  been  prime  mi- 
nifter  to  the  nabob  of  Bengal,  was 
tried  for  a  forgery  in  the  fupreme 
court.  He  was  indicted  on  a  llatute 
pafled  in  the  reign  of  George  II.  of 
which  the  natives  of  that  country  had 
never  heard,  and  forgery  was  not  a 
capital  offence  by  any  of  their  laws. 
The  forgery  had  been  committed 
many  years  before,  and  it  was  aa 
exprefs  claufe  in  the  aft,  which  was 
made  with  a  particular  reference  to 
the  ftate  of  credit  in  England,  that 
it  fhould  not  extend  even  to  Scot- 
land :  yet  this  aft  was  now  extend- 
ed to  Bengal,  a  country  which  was 
not  in  polleffion  of  the  Englilh  till 
nearly  forty  years  after  the  aft  pafTed. 
Nundcomar's  counfel  objefted  to 
the  jurifdiftion  of  the  court,  and 
urged  the  injuftice  of  trying  a  native 
of  India  on  a  ftatute  with  which  the 
people  of  that  country  were  entirely 
unacquainted.  He  was,  however, 
found  guilty,  and  executed,  the 
judges  even  refuling  to  refpite  his 
execution  till  his  mnjefty's  pleafure 
fliould  be  known.  Nundcomar  was 
not  a  man  of  good  charafter  ;  but 
his  execution  excited  fuch  alarm 
among  the  natives  in  India,  that 
many  of  them  even  ran  into  the  ri- 
ver from  their  terror  at  feeing  a  bra- 
min put  to  death  in  fo  ignominious 
a  manner.  The  affair  had  alio  a 
worfe  appearance  among  the  natives, 
becaufe,  at  the  very  time  that  the 
charge  of  forgery  was  brought 
againft  Nundcomar,  he  was  employ- 
ed in  exhibiting  an  accufation  a- 
gainft  the  governor-general  of  Ben- 
gal ;  and  Nundcomar's  country- 
men, from  the  circumftanccs  of  the 
cafe,  formed  a  conclufion,  which 
was  not   very  unnatural,    namely, 
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that  he  was  hanged,  not  for  the  for- 
gery, but  for  daring  to  prefer  acom- 
plainc  agalnrt  an  Englilh  governor. 

Another  decifion  of  the  fupreme 
court,  which  excited  great  alarm  in 
Bengal,  was  that  which  related  to 
what  was  called  the  Patna  caufe, 
the  particulars  of  which  are  as  fol- 
lows. Shahbaz  Beg-  Cawn  came 
from  Cabool,  in  Perlia,  his  native 
country,  to  Bengal,  to  feek  his  for- 
tune ;  and  having  entered  into  the 
lervice  of  the  company,  rofe  to  the 
command  of  a  body  of  horfe.  In 
the  courfe  of  his  fervices,  he  obtain- 
ed from  the  Great  IMogul  a  grant 
«jf  free  lands,  called  an  ultumghaw, 
\n  the  province  ot  Eahar  ;  and  hav- 
ing acquired  a  competent  fortune, 
vetired  from  the  army,  and  fettled 
at  Patna.  About  this  time,  being 
udvanced  in  years,  he  mariied  a 
woman  of  lov.'rank,  named  Nadara 
Begum,  by  whom  he  had  no  chil- 
tlren.  His  brother,  Allum  Beg, 
came  to  Patna  ;  and,  after  refiding 
ibme  time  with  him,  on  his  return 
to  Cabool,  either  left  or  fent  Beha- 
der  Beg,  one  of  his  fons,  to  live 
with  Shabaz  Beg  Cawn.  Behader 
Beg  remained  accordingly  in  his  fa- 
mily, from  that  time  to  the  old 
man's  death,  which  happened  feve- 
ral  years  after,  in  November  1776. 
Shahbaz  Beg  Cawn  having  died 
Vvlthout  iiluc.  Ids  widow,  Nadara 
Begum,  and  his  nephew,  Behader 
Btg,  difputed  his  inheritance  ;  the 
widow  claiming  under  fome  deeds, 
ulledged  to  have  been  executed  by 
the  deccal'ed;  and  the  nephew  as  his 
adopted  Ion  and  heir.  The  widow, 
houever,  took  pollcflion  of  the  whole 
property  of  her  late  hufband,  and 
t)f  the  deeds  and  papers  belonging 
thereto :  upon  which  the  nephew 
prefented  a  petition  to  the  provincial 
t;ouncil  at  Patna,  on  the  2d  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1777?  letting  forth  his  claim  ; 


and  after  ifating,  that  the  widow 
was  removing  and  fecrcting  the  ef- 
feifs,  concluded  with  a  prayer,  that 
orders  fliould  be  given  to  prevent 
the  removal  of  the  goods,  and.  to 
recover  fuch  as  had  already  been 
carried  away ;  and  that  the  cavvzee, 
or  cadi,  fnould  be  direcfted  to  afcer- 
tain  his  right,  and  acquaint  the 
council  therewith.  As  the  parties 
were  Mahometans,  and  the  point  in 
queftion  depended  on  their  laws  of 
inheritance,  the  provincial  council, 
as  was  ufual  in  fuch  cafes,  referred 
the  examination  of  the  caufe  to  the 
chiet  officers  of  the  Mahometan  law, 
namely,the  cadi, and  two  mufties, who 
had  long  been  eftablilhed  as  a  court  of 
judicature  in  that  province,  to  exa- 
mine it  and  report  thereon  to  them. 
The  cadi  and  mufties  liavingexamin- 
ed  the  caufe  in  the  manner  cuftomary 
to  themfelves,  reported  to  the  coun- 
cil, that  the  deeds  produced  by  the 
widow  appeared  to  them  to  be  forg- 
ed, and  to  have  been  executed  after 
the  death  of  Shahbaz  Beg  ;  that  if 
the  execution  of  the  deeds  in  the 
lite-time  of  Shahbaz  Beg  had  been 
proved,  they  were  ilill  informal,  on  a 
point  of  Mahometan  law,  which  re- 
quires, that  to  make  deeds  of  gift 
valid,  polleffion  fliould  be  given  at 
the  time  oi  executing  or  delivering 
them  over  ;  and  that,  as  no  proof 
ot  giving  polfefiion  had  been  oftered, 
the  deeds  ought  to  be  deemed  inva- 
lid, and  rhe  elbte  divided  according 
to  the  Mahometan  law  ;  namely, 
one  fourth  to  the  wife,  and  three 
fourths  to  the  nephew,  as  the  repre- 
fentative  of  his  father  Allum  Beg, 
who  was  confidered  as  the  more  im- 
mediate heir  of  the  deceafed.  The 
council  of  Patna  pafled  a  decree, 
confirming  this  report  and  decifioh 
of  the  cadi  and  mufties,  with  a  An- 
gle exception  in  favour  ot  the  wi* 
dowj  that  the  heir  at  law  fliould  pay 

her 
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her  one  fourth  of  the  rents  of  the 
ultumghavv,  or  royal  grant,  for  her 
mainten;)nce  and  fupport  dating  her 
life.  The  widow,  however,  was 
extremely  refraftory,  and  refufed  to 
abide  by  this  decllion,  or  to  deliver 
up  the  effeds  ov  her  late  hi.ilband. 
In  confecjuence  of  this  behaviour  in 
Nadara  Kegum,  thofe  methods  of 
force  which  are  ufed  in  fuch  cales  in 
that  country,  were  neceiTarily  em- 
plovcd,  in  order  to  carry  the  decree 
of  the  court  into  execution. 

In  this  rtate  of  things,  the  widow, 
by  the  alfiftance  of  fomc  Englilh  lau^- 
yers,  brought  an  a(!;uon  of  trefpafs 
againft  the  nephew,  and  againft  the 
cadi  and  two  mufties,  to  Vv'hom  the 
caufe  had  been  referred  by  the  pro- 
vincial council  at  Patna.    The  force 
that  had  been  employed  againft  her 
to  oblige  her  to  fubmit  to  the  deter- 
mination ot  the  court  \vas  termed  an 
alia u It  -and  battery,  and  for  this,  and 
for  the  feizure  of  her  late  hulband's 
cfFefts,  fhe  laid  her  damages  at  about 
66,oool.     The    provincial    council 
were  fo  much  conviiiced  of  the  in- 
juftice   of  this    profecution  againft 
the  cadi  and  two  mufties,  who  had 
only  a6ted  at  their  requelt,  and  un- 
der their  authority,  that  they  imme- 
diately bailed  them  in  the  enormous 
fum  of  four  lacks  of  rupees,  or  about 
40,0001.  fterling,  which  was  the  bail 
required  by  the  fupreme  court.     In 
the  courfe  of  the  trial  before  the  fu- 
preme court,  it  does  not  appear  that 
the  merits  of  the  caule  were  entered 
into;  but  a  decifion  was  given  by 
the  judges  againft  the  nephew,  the 
cadi,    and    the  two   mufties,  on   a 
fuppofed  defeft  of  form  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  council  at  Patna, 
and  on  a  point  of  Englifh  law,  never 
before  heard  of  in  India,  and  not 
univerfal    even    in   England,    that 
Delegatus    non  potc<}    delegare ;   and 
that  the  couacil  of  Patna  ou'jht  to 


have  tried  the  caufe  thcmfelves,  and 
not  have  admitted  the  report  of  the 
doiftors  of  the  ISIahometan   law  as 
the  fole  rule  of  their  decilions.  The 
property   which   the  cadi,  and  the 
two  mutties,  had  decided  upon,  as 
judges  of  the  Patna  court,  was  made 
the  meafure  of  damages   aileiled  a- 
gainrt  them,  as  individuals,  amount- 
ing to  the  fum  of  30,0001.  fterling, 
no   part   ot    Vv'hich    property   ever 
came  into  their  hands.     As  thefe 
unfortunate  men  had  no  other  in- 
come but  the  falaries  of  their  offices, 
the  fentence  was  equivalent  to  per- 
petual Imprifonment.    Their  houfes 
and  eftefts  were  feized  by  the  flie- 
riff"'s  officers,  and  publicly  pur  up  to 
fale  ;  the  cadi,  who  was  upwards  or 
lixty  years  of  age,  who  had  been  many 
years    in   his  office,   and   who    was 
much  efteemed  and  beloved  at  Pat- 
na, died  on  his  road  to  the  common 
gaol  at  Calcutta,  to  which  prilbn 
the  nephew   and  the  two   mufties 
were  conveyed,  a  diftance  of  400 
miles  from   Patna,  in  confequence 
of  the  decifion  of  the  fupreme  court. 
This  determination  was  univerfally 
and  juftly  exclaimed  againft,  becaufc; 
no  evidence  whatever  appeared  that 
thefe   Mahometan   magiftrates  had 
been   influenced  by   any  improper 
viev>As,  or  corrupt  motives.     It  was 
proved  in  the  fupreme  court,  that 
the'  cadi  and  mufties  were  officers  of 
the  Patna  council,  adting  officially 
by    their   diredions  ;    that    in   this 
caufe  they  acled  by  their  diredtions  ; 
and  that  it  was  ufual  to  refer  caufes 
to  their  inquiry,  and  to  decide  upon 
their  report ;  and  that  in  this  cafe 
they  appear  to  have  determined,  and 
flded,  according  to  the  rules  of  Ma- 
hometan  law,    the  onlv    law   with 
which  they  were  fuppofed  to  be  ac- 
quainted. 

A  bill  of  indictment  againft  the 
v^idow,  and  fome  pcrfons  charged 

with 
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with  being  her  agents,  for  forg- 
ing the  deeds,  under  which  fne 
claimed  the  whole  of  her  late  hiif- 
band's  effects,  was  found  by  tbe 
Englifli  grand  jury  ;  but  the  indift- 
ment  was  cjuaflied  by  the  court,  for 
feme  informality,  before  trial. 

A  fuit  was  commenced  in  the  fu- 
preme  court,  at  the  inlHgation  of  an 
Englifli  attorney,  againft  Jagger- 
navit,  the  principal  public  officer  of 
a  Mahometan  court  at  Dacca,  called 
the  Nizamut,  from  its  being  the 
court  of  the  Nazim,  the  fupreme 
magiftrate  of  the  Mogul  empire. 
The  aftion  was  brought  on  behalf 
ofKhyru,  a  fervant  or  meffengcr, 
who  had  been  fined  and  imprifoned 
in  that  court  for  a  mlfdemeanour, 
in  which  decifion  Jaggernaut  had 
concurred  in  virtue  of  his  office. 
The  officers  of  the  Englilh  flieriff 
endeavoured  to  arrell  jaggernaut, 
whilft  he  was  fitting  in  his  official 
capacity  in  the  Mahometan  court. 
This  was  conlidered  as  a  very  ex- 
traordinary atteinpt  in  that  country, 
and  occafioned  great  diilurbance. 
Jaggernaut,  and  the  other  officers 
of  the  fame  court,  denied  the  autho- 
rity of  the  fupreme  court  over  offi- 
cers of  the  Nizamut,  and  refufed 
compliance  with  the  writ.  The 
fberlfTs  officers  then  proceeded  to 
force,  which  the  others  refiftlng,  a 
fcuffle  enfued,  and  Jaggernaut  was 
dragged  out  of  the  court.  The  fol- 
dlevs  on  guard  feeing  this,  imme- 
diately interfered  to  preferve  the 
peace,  and  one  of  them  was  wound- 
ed in  the  fcuffle  ;  during  which  Jag- 
gernaut made  his  efcape.  Syed  Ally 
Cawn,  the  provincial  phoufdar,  or 
criminal  magiftrate,  having  vindi- 
cated Jaggernaut,  and  endeavoured 
to  prevent;  his  arrell,  the  Englifli 
vmder-fhcrifF  forcibly  entered  his. 
houfe,  by  breaking  down  the  gate, 
accompanied  by  a  large  number  of 


attendants.  A  fray  arlfing  thefe- 
upon  in  the  court  of  the  magillrate's 
houfe,  the  father  of  the  magillratc 
was  wounded  on  the  head  w'.th  a 
fword  by  one  of  the  under  fheriff's 
attendants,  and  the  brother-in-law 
of  the  magiftrate  was  very  danger- 
oufly  wounded  in  the  body  by  the 
under-fheriff  himfelf  with  a  piftol- 
fhot.  The  immediate  confcquence 
of  this  outrage  upon  the  Aijahome- 
tan  court  of  juftice,  and  its  officers, 
was  a  total  ceifation  of  criminal  iuf- 
tice  throughout  the  province.  In  a 
few  days  after  the  arrell:  of  Jagger- 
naut, four  perfons  were  murdered 
in  a  fliocking  mamier  by  fome 
ilaves  ;  but  no  intreaties  could  pre- 
vail upon  the  judge  to  take  cogni- 
zance of  the  crime,  or  to  give  or- 
ders for  the  profecution  of  the 
murderers.  The  council  at  Dacca, 
in  their  letter  to  the  governor  and 
council  at  Calcutta,  declared  "  that 
all  criminal  juilice  was  at  a  ftand.'* 
An  attempt  was  afterwards  made 
by  the  fupreme  court  to  extend  its 
jurifdi(51ion  over  the  hereditary  ze- 
mindars of  Bengal,  and  it  was  this 
which  occalioned  a  miiitar)' force  to 
be  empioyi^d  bv  rhe  governor-gene- 
ral and  council  to  refill  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  fupreme  court.  Thefe 
zemindars  are  a  fpecies  of  tributar)'- 
lords,  or  great  land-holders,  who 
are  anfiverable  to  the  company  for 
the  revenues,  or  rents  of  their  di- 
ftrids  ;  and,  excepting  the  circum- 
ftance  of  remitting  their  revenues  to 
the  company,  they  have  not  the 
Icaft  conne6tion  with  the  Englifli 
government,  language,  or  laws.  A 
writ,  upon  an  aftion  of  debt,  was 
iflued  out  to  arreft  one  of  thefe  ze- 
mindars, the  Rajah  of  Coffijurah, 
at  his  palace.  Timely  notice  was 
given  of  this  by  one  of  the  com- 
pany's colleftors  to  the  governor 
and   council,    and  application  was 
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made  to  proteft  the  zemindar,  who 
had  abfconded  ro  prevent  the  dif- 
grace  of  an  arreft.     The  governor 
and  council  being  clearly  of  opinion, 
that  the  zemindar  was  not  within 
the  jiirifdicition  of  the  fupremc  court, 
gave  him  notice  to  pay  no  regard  to 
the  writ.  The  court,  however,  pro- 
ceeded to  enforce  their  procefs,  by  a 
writ  of  fequettration  ;   upon   which 
the  natives,  who  are  devotedly   at 
tached  to  their  zemindars,  rofe  in 
his  defence,  and  Iniulted  the  flieriff's 
officers.     A  reinforcement  was  held 
necelFary  by  the  (heriff" ;  and  eighty- 
fix  men,  nrmed  with  bludgeons,  cut- 
lafles,  and  mufkets,  repaired,  by  his 
order,  to  Coffijurah,.  entered  the  ra- 
jah's houfe  or  palace,  broke  open 
the  women's  apartments,  which  are 
ever   held   facred    in  that  country, 
profaned    his    temple,    thruil:    the 
image  which  was   the  objeft  of  his 
worflilp  into  a  balket,  and  depohted 
it,    with  mixed  lumber,   under  the 
feal  of  the  court.     Such  a6ts  are  ac- 
counted inftances  of  the  groffell:  vio- 
lation and  facrilccre,  accordin^j;  to  the 
principles  and  perfualions  of  the  in- 
habitants of  thefe    provinces,    and. 
have  never  been  known  to  be  autho- 
rized, with  impunity,  by  the  moft 
defpotic  of  their  Mahometan  rulers. 
The  governor-general  and  council, 
from  a  full  conviiHiion  of  the  ruinous 
tendency  of  thefe  proceedings  to  the 
intercfts  of  the  Eait  India  company, 
now    thought   it    incumbent    upon 
them  to  interfere,  and  to  put  a  llop 
ro    thefe    violences.     They  accord- 
ingly fent  a  military  force  to  appre- 
hend the  flieriff's  people  ;  and  they 
were  all  conduttcd  by  the  company's 
troops  to  Calcutta  as  prifoners.     Sir 
Elijah  Impcy,  and  hisbrother  judges, 
ordered    attachments   to    be   ilfued 
againil:  the  military  officer  who  com- 
manded thefe  troops,  and  againil:  two 
other  fervants  of  the  company.  The 
1781, 


governor-general  and  council  imme- 
diately tranfmitted  to  England  an 
account  of  this  extraordinary  fitua- 
tion  of  things  in  Bengal. 

There  were  many  circumftances 
which  evinced,  that  the  attempts  to 
introduce  the  L-ws  of  Great-i3ritain 
into  Hindoftan  would  be  extremely 
difagreeable  to  the  natives,  and  mull: 
be  finally   unfuccefsful.     The  moft 
ftriking  general  charader^iHc  of  the 
natives  ot  this  country,  is  an  invin- 
cible attachment  to  tlieir  ufages  and 
culloms,     which     have    continued 
through  ages.    A  prompt  and  iimple 
mode   of  judicature    has   alio  ever 
prevailed  amongft  them,  far  differ- 
ent from-  the   praftice  of  Engliffi 
courts,  and  the  intricacy  of  Englifli 
law?,  which  they  cannot  be  brought 
to  comprehend.     To  be  committed 
to  gaol  upon  an  aftion  for  debt,  in 
default  of  giving  fecurity  for  more 
than  the  amount  of  the  fum  fued 
for,  appears  to  them  unjuft,  cruel, 
and  tyrannical,  as  conviftion  before 
trial  is  prefuppofed  in  the  punilh- 
ment.     To   be  compelled   to  have 
their  caufes  tried  by  rules  and  orders 
they  do  not  underftand,  and  in  an 
unknown    language  ;    to   be  prohi- 
bited   pleading    their    own    caufes, 
and   to  give   themfelves  up  to  the 
guidance  of  an  attorney,  a  triffing 
miftake  on  whofe  parr  as  to  form,  or 
other  matters   equally  unknown  to 
them,  may  reduce  them  to  beggary; 
the    length    of    time^  required  for 
bringing  every  fuit  to  trial,  and  the 
great  expences  attending  every  fuit ; 
thefe  are  only  fome  of  the  circum- 
ftances    of    which   they   complain. 
Matters  indeed  were  fo  ordered  by 
the  Englifli  praftitioners  in  Bengal, 
that  fuits  were  three  times  as  expen- 
five  there  as  in  England ;  fo  that  in  the 
Patna  caufe,  the  plaintiff's  attorney's 
bill,  fome  time  before  the  conclu- 
lion  of  the  caufe,  amounted  to  about 
^  four 
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four  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds. 
But,  independently  of  thefe  confi- 
derations,  the  laws  of  England  are 
totally  incompatible  with  the  cuf- 
toms,  manners,  fentiments,  and  re- 
ligion of  the  natives  of  Bengal,  and 
cfpecially  of  the  Gentoos,  who  con- 
flitute  eight  tenths  of  the  inhabi- 
taats,  and  who  are  faid  to  be  more 
attached  to  their  manners  and  cuf- 
toms  than  any  other  people  upon  the 
face  of  the  earth.  Mr.  Verelrt,  who 
was  twenty-one  years  in  India,  and 
who  had  been  governor  of  Bengal, 
declared  to  a  committee  of  the  houfe 
of  commons,  "  That  front  every 
knowledge  he  had  of  the  Gentoos, 
he  was  pcrfuaded,  that  the  Maho- 
metans, who  have  ufually  carried 
their  conquefis  by  the  edge  of  the 
Iword,  on  all  former  occafions,  when 
they  arrived  in  Hindoftan,  found  it 
abfolutely  neceiliiry  to  fheathe  the 
fword,  from  a  thorough  convidion, 
thiit  they  would  deluge  the  countiy 
with  blood  before  they  could  con- 
vert one  Gentoo  to  their  laws  and 
religion  ;  and  that  they  therefore 
wifely  became  the  guardians  and 
prolifiiors  of  the  Hindoo  religion." 
He  adi  ed,  "  that  the  Hindoo  reli- 
gion tends  to  keep  its  followers  in  a 
ilate  of  feparation  from  Grangers  ; 
for  it  admits  of  no  converts,  and 
confifts  of  more  than  ninety  feparate 
ieds,  or  cafts  as  they  are  called  ; 
that  they  would  fnfter  death  rather 
than  ;iny  indignity  to  their  call  ; 
and  that  the  religious  rites  and  infti- 
tutions,  of  which  they  are  fo  tena- 
cious, are  not  confined  to  their 
places  of  wonliip,  but  extended  to 
every  occurrence  of  life." 

In  a  petition  which  was  prefented 
to  his  Britannic  majefty  from  the 
native  mhabitants  of  the  province  of 
Patna,  and  which  was  originally 
drawn  up  in  the  Perfian  language, 
are  the  following  paflages,  ilrongly 


expreffive  of  their  averfion  to  the  fu- 
preme  court,  and  its  proceedings  : 
*'  When  the  ordinances  of  this 
Court  of  judicature  were  ilTued,  as 
they  were  all  contrary  to  the  cuf- 
toms,  modes,  ufages,  and  inititu.- 
tions  of  this  country,  they  occafion-- 
ed  terror  in  us  ;  and  day  by  day,  as 
the  powers  of  this  court  have  be- 
come more  eftablifl-.ed,  our  ruip, 
uneafinefs,  difhonour,  and  difcredir 
have  accumulated  ;  till  at  lalf  we  ar« 
reduced  to  fuch  a  fituation,  that  w« 
even  confider  death  to  us  as  infinitely 
preferable  to  the  dread  we  entertain 
of  the  court ;  for  from  thi?!  court  no 
credit  or  chara6ter  is  left  to  us,  and 
we  are  new  driven  to  the  laft  extre- 
mity. Several,  who  pofl'elll'd  means 
and  ability,  deeming  flight  as  their 
only  fecurity,  have  baniflied  them- 
felves  from  the  country  ;  but  bound 
as  we  are  by  poverty  and  inability, 
and  fettered  by  the  deareft  ties  of 
confanguinity,  we  do  not  all  of  us 
pofllefs  the  means  of  flight,  uor  have 
we  power  to  abide  tl.e  op-.neffion  of 
this  court."—"  If,  which  God  for- 
bid, it  fiiouid  fo  happen,  that  this 
our  petidon  fhould  not  be  accepted, 
and  fhould  be  rejetled  at  the  cham- 
ber of  audience,  thofe  amongft  us 
who  have  power  and  ability,  dif- 
carding  all  aftedtion  for  our  families, 
will  fly  to  any  quarter  we  can, 
whilft  the  remaiiider,  who  have  no 
means  or  ability,  giving  themfeUts. 
up  with  pious  refio nation  to  their 
fate,  will  fit  down  in  expeiSlation  of 
their  death.  After  this  let  th-e  foif 
of  this  country  remain,  and  ths 
court  of  jullice  !  Let  the  court  of 
juftice  remain  upon  the  earth,  or  ths 
earth  cover  it  !" 

On  the  12th  of  February,  1781^ 
a  motion  was  made  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  by  general  Snrith,  that 
the  petitions  from  the  Britlfli  inha- 
kitaut*  in  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orifla, 
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Rod  from  the  g;overnor-general  and 
council  of  Bengal,  Ihould  be  referred 
to  a  leleft  committee,  which  faould 
confilt  ol  fifteen  members,  to  be  chof- 
en  by  ballot.  He  introduced  this  mo- 
tion by  a  fpcech,  in  which  he  obferv- 
ed,  that  the  petitions  before  the  houfe 
complained  of  an  extenfion  of  the 
jurildittion  of  the  fupreme  court  of 
legillature  in  Bengal,  beyond  what 
it  was  empowered  to  exercife  by  aft 
of  parliament,  or  by  the  royal  char- 
ter ;  and    he  was   fully  convinced, 
that  this  complaint  was  jull,    and 
that  it  never  was  the  intention  of 
parliament,  when  the  aft  was  paflcd, 
to   fubjeft    the    native    inhabitants 
of  Bengal  to  the  Britifli  laus.     It 
was  the  extenfion  of  their  jurifdic- 
tion   by  the  judges,  which  had  oc- 
cafioned  all  thofe  difputes,   w'hich 
had    at    length    arifcn    to   fuch    a 
height,    that  the    governor -general 
and  council  had  thought  it  necef- 
fary  to  Interfere,  and  forcibly  to  op- 
pofe  the  proceedings  of  the  court, 
and  then  to  appeal  to  parlinment  by 
petition  for  an   a£t   of  indemnity. 
He  took  notice  of  the  feverity  and 
injuftice  which  had  been  exercifed 
by  the  fupreme  court  in  the  cafe  of 
the   rajah    Nundcomar,    who   was 
condemned  and  executed  for  an  aft 
committed  many  years  b.fore  the 
eflablifliment  of  the  fupreme  court, 
and  indifted  upon  an  aft  that  could 
with  no  rcafon  or  juftice  be  conftrued 
to  extend  to  the  Eaft  Indies.     He 
ftated  alfo  fome  of  the  particulars  of 
the  Patna  caufc,  and  pointed  out  the 
extreme  injuftice  and  cruelty  of  that 
decifion.     He    remarked,    that    in 
confequence  of  the  violent  proceed- 
ings of  the  fupreme  court  in  the  cafe 
of  the  rajah  of  Coffijufah,  the  ut- 
most anarchy  now  prevailed  in  Ben'* 
gal.     The     governor-general     and 
council  had  found   themfelves   re- 
duced to  the  indifpenfablc  oeceffity 


of  employing  military  force,  to  re- 
flrain  the  jurifdiftion  affumed  by  the 
judges  of  the  fupreme  court,  the  au- 
thority of  which  w^ts  founded  on  a 
Britilh  aft  of  parliament.  In  this  ex- 
traordinary ftate  of  things,  no  ofncer 
in  Bengal  could  know  the  exaft  line 
of  his  duty.  Contrary  orders  wereJ' 
fent  to  him  by  the  court  of  judica- 
ture, and  by  the  governor-general 
and  council.  He  was  commanded^ 
by  a  claufe  in  the  royal  charter,  to 
be  aiding  and  aflifling,  and  in  all 
things  to  be  obedient  to  the  autho- 
rity of  the  fupreme  court,  as  he 
would  anfn'er  at  his  peril.  He  was 
ordered  by  the  governor-general  and 
council,  from  whom  he  received  his 
commiiTion,  and  who  were  appoint- 
ed by  parliament  to  govern  the  pro^ 
vinces,  not  to  permit  the  writs  of 
the  fupreme  court  to  be  executed. 
Dlfobedlence  to  the  one  might  be 
conftrued  into  a  capital  crime  ;  and 
dlfobedlence  to  the  other  might 
fubjeft  the  officer  to  the  fevereft  fen- 
tence  of  a  general  court-martial. 
From  every  view  that  could  be  takea 
of  the  fiate  of  affairs  in  Bengal,  ic 
was  manifeft,  that  they  required  the 
immediate  attention  aflid  confidera- 
tion  of  parliament. 

Mr.  Boughton  Rous  feconded  the 
motion,  and  obferved,  that  the  vaft 
importance  of  the  fubjeft  now  before 
the  houfe  mull  ftrike  every  man  wh» 
reflefted,  that  the  Britifli  parliament 
were  now  about  to  decide  upon  the 
good  government  of  a  country, 
which  was  i  ^0,000  fquate  liiiles  irl 
extent,  and  inhabited  by  various 
races  and  tribes  of  men  ;  diveriified 
in  their  religion,  ufages,  manners^ 
and  modes  of  th'aking ;  nations, 
who  were  enlightened  by  fcience  and 
legiflation,  long  before  our  anceftorS 
had  erne rged  from  barbarifm.  Every 
generous  feeling  of  the  members  of 
that  houfe  would  be  excited,  wheii 
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tbey  reflected,  that  the  happinefs  of 
ten  millions  ot  their  fellow-creatures 
now  lay  at  llakc  before  them.  The 
native  inhabitants  of  Bengal,  Bahar, 
and  Oriifa,  complained  ot  the  into- 
lerable violation  of  their  cuftoms 
and  religious  obfervances,  occafion- 
ed  by  the  jurifdiftionot  the  Englifh 
court  of  judicature  lately  inlHcuted 
amongft  them,  fuch  as  was  never 
made  by  any  former  conquerors, 
and  they  prayed  for  the  continuance 
of  their  ancient  laws.  A  very 
large  and  refpeftable  body  ot  Britifh 
fubjeds  reliding  in  thole  countries 
had  alio  complained  of  the  oppref- 
lions  of  the  fame  court  ;  and  the 
governor-general  and  council  of 
Bengal,  afting  under  the  fanftion 
of  parliamentary  appointment,  had 
reprefented  to  that  houfe,  that  they 
had  been  driven  to  the  neceffity  of 
employing  a  military  force  to  oppofe 
the  violent  proceedingsof  the  judges, 
and  praying  to.have  an  indemnity 
for  the  meafui'es  which  they  had 
been  obliged  to  adopt,  in'  order*to 
fecure  thofe  dominions  which  were 
entruftcd  to  their  government.  All 
thefe  diftf actions  had  arifen  from  an 
a6l  paffed  in  the  13th  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  prefcnt  majetly.  But 
had  the  powers  given  to  the  judges 
by  that  att  been  exercifed  with  tem- 
per and  moderation,  had  the  jurif- 
diftion  of  the  court  not  been  impro- 
perly extended,  and  had  violence 
been  avoided  where  the  law  was  du- 
bious, much  good  might  have  re- 
fulted.  At  leaft,  his  majefty's  court 
might  have  been  lefs  obnoxious  to 
the  Eaft  India  company,  to  thofe 
whom  the  legiflature  had  entrufted 
with  the  adminittration  of  its  affairs, 
and  to  thofe  who  live  under  its  pro- 
te6tion. 

■  At  the  time  when  the  aft  paff- 
ed, by  which  the  fupreme  court 
was  eftabliflied  in  India,  it  was  the 


expeftation  of  many  good  men,  that 
an  Englifh  court  of  law  with  fupe- 
rior  powers  would  completely  refcue 
the  native  inhabitants  of  Bengal 
from  oppreffion,  and  excite  the  gra- 
titude of  that  people.  But  the  con- 
fequences  had  been  far  different. 
The  introduftion  of  Englifh  law  had 
occalioned  a  fcene  of  univerfal  dif- 
cord,  and  families  had  been  torn 
afunder  by  the  proceedings  of  its 
practitioners.  The  actions  and  deal- 
ings of  men  between  one  another, 
formerly  done  vmder  thofe  ideas  of 
good  faith  and  honour,  which  for 
ages*  had  regulated  their  conduft, 
were  now  to  be  tried  by  a  new  teft 
of  reftitude.  The  ignorant  natives 
ot  India  were  now  informed,  that 
law  was  one  thing,  and  that  equity 
was  another  ;  a  diltinilion  which  no 
linguift  could  interpret  in  any  lan- 
guage of  that  country.  Englifli 
bailiffs  were  fcattered  like  locuflg 
over  India,  and  its  inhabitants  were 
dragged  down  to  a  diltance  of  500 
miles  from  their  friends  and  fami- 
lies ;  their  cuuoms  were  difregard- 
ed  ;  their  ancient  diftinttions,  civil 
and  religious,  annihilated  ;  the 
prince  reduced  to  the  level  of  his 
Haves  ;  their  houfes  difgraced  ;  the 
apartments  or  their  women  invaded 
by  ruffians,  armed  with  the  warrants 
of  the  fupreme  court ;  their  temples 
polluted  ;  and  fuch  outrages  com- 
mitted again  ft  them,  as  never  dif- 
graced the  government  even  of  their 
Mahometan  conquerors.  Procefies 
had  alfo  been  iffued  againft  the  ze- 
mindars, the  hereditary  nobility, 
and  landholders  of  the  country ; 
and  it  had  been  imagined,  by  the 
judges  of  the  fupreme  court,  and 
their  officers,  that  men,  whofe  an- 
ceftors  had  led  forth  armies  from 
their  own  lands,  who  had  exercifed 
a  civil  and  criminal  jurifdiftion,  and 
who  poffeffed  a  tra6t  ot  ten  or  twelve 
thoufand 
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thoiifund  fqnare  miles,  would  quiet- 
ly fubmit  to  a  dellrucftion  of  all  the 
honours  and  dignities,  which  were 
vefted  in  them  by  the  conftitution  of 
the  Mogul  empire.  But  fo  great 
was  the  devotion  of  the  inhabitants 
to  the  zemindars,  many  of  whom 
might  more  properly  be  termed  tri- 
butary princes  than  proprietors  ot 
land,  that  a  general  difcontcnt 
among  them,  and  even  a  revolt, 
might  be  the  natural  confequencc  ot 
the  conduct  of  the  Englill:  judges. 

Mr.  Rous  then  made  fome  ob- 
fervations  upon  the  manner  in  which 
the  ancient  Romans  had  governed 
the  nations  whom  they  conquered. 
In  all  fu'iieiflion  of  territory  conti- 
guous to  her  own,  Rome  gave  her 
own  laws,  if  the  people  wifned  to 
receive  them,  or  fhe  allured  them 
by  immunities  and  honourable  di- 
ftinftions.  Thus  (he  affimilated  all 
the  petty  ftates  of  Italy  to  her  laws 
and  manners,  till  the  whole  penin- 
fula  became  one  nation.  But  in  her 
dillant  conquefts,  flie  purfued  a  very 
different  policy.  In  thefe  llic  was 
fatisfied  to  hold  the  ftipreme  govern- 
mcnr,  to  poflefs  the  revenues  and 
the  military  power,  leaving  the  in- 
habitants to  conduct  their  internal 
police  by  their  own  native  magi- 
ftrates  and  laws,  and  avoiding  any 
infult  to  the  religion  or  prejudices 
of  the  vanquifhed.  It  would  be 
much  better  for  Great  Britain  to 
imitate  in  this  refpeft  the  conduft 
of  the  ancient  Romans,  than  to  per- 
fift  in  ra(h  and  injudicious  attempts 
to  Impofe  the  laws  ot  England  upon 
the  natives  of  India. 

We  need  not,  Mr.  Rous  pro- 
ceeded to  obferve,  communicate 
our  laws  to  the  inhabitants  of  Hin- 
doftan,  from  any  apprehention  that 
they  were  without  laws  of  their  own. 
They  were  poflefled  of  laws,  and 
voluminous  comments  upon  thcni. 


They  had  laws,  and  even  written 
laws,    before  our  anceftors  became 
known   in    the   annals    of  hiilory. 
Their  laws  were  certainly  very  dif- 
fimilar  from   our's,   but  they  were 
fuitable  to  their  climate  and  difpo- 
fition,  and  blended  in  all  their  inter- 
courles  and    concerns  of  life,  and 
they  had  been  handed  down  to  them 
from   immemorial   ufage.      As   the 
contingency  of  events  had  rendered 
thofe  people fubjcft  to  our  dominion, 
we  fiiould  ftrive  to  enjoy  the  bene- 
fits of  it,  with  the  fmallcft  poffible 
regret  to  them.     What  was  it  that 
we  wanted  from  the  inhabitants  of 
India  ?      We  wanted  to  enjoy  their 
trade,  to  maintain  pofleffion  of  their 
coLmtry,  and  to  rem  lin  mailers  of 
its   revenue.    We  alfo  wanted  the 
fidelity  and  affection  of  the  people, 
to  fupply  our  armies  with  recruits, 
and  to  ilrengthen  us  againll  the  efforts 
of  our  rival  powers  in  Europe.    All 
thele  we  might  obtain,  if  we  would 
only  allow  the  natives  of  India  to  go 
on  in  the  track  of  their  forefathers, 
v.'ith  an  undiminiibedprefervation  of 
all  their  ancient  practices   and  di- 
ilini'tions.     But  if  It  were  even  ex- 
pedient to  introduce  the  Britifhlaws 
into  India,  the  difficulty  and  dan- 
ger of  the  attem.pt  might  reafonably 
deter  us.     There  were  now  about 
five    thoufand   Britifh    fubje£fs    in 
Bengal.     The  natives  were  former- 
ly etlimated  by  lord  Clive  at  fifteen 
millions  :  but  ten  millions  fcemed 
to  be  a  computation  nearer  to  the 
truth.     Could  it  then  be  rational  to 
fuppofe,     that    five    thoufand    men 
would  be  able  to  force  a  fyftem  upon 
ten  millions^  which  they  were  dif- 
inclined  to  receive  ?  or  that  the  na- 
tive troops  would  allill  in  commit- 
ting fuch  a  violence  upon  the  feel- 
ings of  their  countrym.en  and  rela- 
tions ?     It  was  not  to  be  expected : 
and  it  was  therefore  ubfolutely  ne- 
G  3  ceffary, 
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ceflan',  that  the  Britifli  parliament 
fliould  immediately  endeavour  to 
redrcfs  the  grievances  of  the  ]ieopie 
of  that  country,  as  the  only  proba- 
ble means  of  fecuring  our  poifeffions 
there. 

Lord  North  concurred  in  opinion, 
that  the  petitions,  which  were  the 
prefent  fubjeft  of  debate,  well  de- 
ferved  the  ferious  attention  of  the 
houfe.  He  aJfo  admitted,  that  if 
the  facl:  were  true,  that  the  judicial 
and  political  powers  were  in  arms 
againft  each  other  in  India,  the 
houfe  fliould  take  meafures  to  put  an 
end   to   fo   dangerous  a  conteil  as 


now.  His  lordfnip  faid,  that  hrf 
had  himfelf  had  the  honour  ofbrino--. 
ing  the  acl  into  parliament,  by  which 
the  fupreme  court  of  judicature  in 
Bengal  was  eftabliflied  ;  but  it  cer- 
taini}-  w;is  not,  at  the  time  when  it 
was  under  the  confideration  of  the 
houfe,  either  his  idea,  or  that  of 
the  houfe,  that  this  court  of  judica-i 
turc  fhould  become  the  fource  of 
mifery,  injuflice,  or  oppreifiont 
Much  lefs  was  it  meant  to  extend 
the  Britiili  laws  in  their  uninteliigi-» 
ble  Hate  throughout  that  vail  conti- 
nent ;  for  unintelligible  they  muit 
appear  to  the  natives  of  a  country 


foon  as  poffible.     At  the  fame  time  in  which  they  had  never  been  pro 

he  thought  it  highly  incumbent  on  mulgated.    Neither  was  it  defigned, 

the  houfq  to  coniider,  that  the  en-  that  the  fupreme  court  (hould  fvval- 

quiry,  on  which  thev  were  about  to  low   up  all   other  jurifdidtion,    or 

enter,  was  of  a  mofi:  ddicate  nature,  take  away  the  power  of  thofe  courts. 

The  condufi:  of  the  judges  of  the  to  which  the  perfons  refident  in  the 


lupreme   court  of  judicature,    and 
the  conftitution  of  the  court,  were 
fo  intimately  connefted,  that  it  was 
hardly  poffible  to  feparate  them  en- 
tirely.   The  one,  as  it  were,  ran  into 
the  other  ;  and  both  were  fo  mixed 
and  blended,  that  it  would  be  a  very 
difficult  matter  to  pronounce  upon 
the  coniVitution  of  the  court,  without 
in  fome  meafure  adverting  to  the 
conduct  of  the  judges.      It  behoved 
the  houfe  therefore  to  fleer  as  cau- 
tioufly  as  poflible  between  thefe  two 
obje6ts.     To  afcertain  fafts,  tend^ 
ing   to  prove,   that  the  jurifdiftlon 
itfelf  ought   either  to  be  aboliflied 
entirely,  put  under  new  reflridlions, 
or  better  defined  than  it  already  was, 
ihight  be  both  expedient  and  necef- 
fary.     But  it  would  be  unjuft  in  the 
extreme  to  go  into   a  crimination, 
much  more  to  a  condemnation,  of 
the  judges ;  who,   from   the  nature 
of  the  cafe,  could  not  already  have 
been  heard,  as   to  the  fafts  which 
might  come  out  in  the  courfe  of  the 


country  had  for  years  been  accuf- 
tomed    to  refort ;   and  which  had 
been  proved,  from  long  experience^ 
fully  competent  to  a  fubflantial  ad- 
minlftration  of  juflice,  in  thofe  cafes 
wherein  their  Interference  had  ufualr 
ly  been  delired.     The  fole  view  of 
that   houfe   had  been  to  ellablifh  a 
court  that  would    hold    out  equal 
juflice  to  the  native,  and  to  the  Eu- 
ropean ;   a  court  which  v.'as   much 
wanted  at  the  time,  and  in  the  con- 
flitution   of  w^hich    the  houfe    had 
been  to  a  man  unanimous  ;   on  the 
idea   that  it  \vas  politic,    humane, 
and  jufl,  that  a  court  fo  conllituted 
fiiould  exiR.    His  lordihip  concluded 
with   aflenting  to  the  motion  made 
by  general  Smith,     But  an  objecr 
tion,  rather  curious,  was  flirted  by 
fir  Richard  Sutton.     He  faid,  that 
the  petitions  criminated  the  judges, 
and  that  they  were  fent  over  with- 
out the  confent  of  the  judges,  which 
of  itfelf  had  a  very  fufpicious  ap- 
pearance, and  ought  to  excite  the 


fn^carvj  nor  coiild  they  be  heard    jealoufy  of  the  houfe,    as   to  the 

fairnefs 
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fairncfs  of  the  ftatcment  of  the  hikh 
alledged. 

Mr.  VVnixall  exprefTed  liis  high 
%pprobation  of  the  motion  intro- 
tiuced  by  general  Smith  ;  and  wifli- 
€d  to  fee  the  attention  of  government 
turned  more  to  India  than  it  had 
been.  He  faid,  that  to  whatever 
part  of  the  empire  he  direfted  his 
view,  excepting-  India,  nothing  but 
fcenes  of  calamity,  diftrefs,  and  ci- 
vil commotion,  presented  themfelves, 
under  a  thoufand  various  and  accu- 
mulating forms.  But  in  India,  vic- 
tory, glory,  commerce,  wealth,  and 
all  the  refources  of  a  great  nation, 
were  vilible.  He  contrafled  the 
fplendour  of  our  arms  in  that  part 
of  the  world,  with  our  lofles  and 
difgraces  in  America.  But,  he  re- 
marked, that  under  this  flattering 
&nd  dazzling  exterior,  lurked  a 
thoufand  hidden  feeds  of  political 
difeafe  and  death.  He  expatiated 
on  the  critical  and  dnngerous  litua- 
tion  of  our  affairs  in  Bengal;  and 
expreffed  his  difapprobation  of  the 
principles  on  which  the  Englilh 
court  of  judicature  was  originally 
erected  in  that  country.  The  moffc 
fatal  confequences,  he  faid,  would 
inconteflably  refult  from  it,  if  it 
were  not  timely  fupprelled,  or  at 
leaft  limited  and  reftritfed  in  its 
powers.  He  remarked  on  the  folly 
and  abfurdity  of  an  ifland,  lituated 
as  England  was,  in  the  50th  degree 
of  northern  latitude,  and  on  the 
verge  of  the  Atlantic  ocean,  vvhofe 
inhabitants,  the  dcfceiTdHnts  of  Sa- 
xons, Danes,  and  Normans,  had 
fcarcely  yet,  in  a  courfe  of  ages, 
been  able  to  refine  their  barbarous 
jurifprudence,  and  to  adapt  it  to 
their  own  country  ;  on  fuch  a  peo- 
ple, in  the  infolence  of  conqueft,  or 
the  ignorance  of  miiin formation, 
tranfplanting  their  courts  of  juitice, 
smd  their  ads  of  parliament,  to  a 


country  fituated  under  the  tropic 
and  the  equator,  at  thfe  diftance  of 
five  thoufand  miles  ;  to  a  country 
totally  diffimilar  in  religion,  in  laws, 
in  culfoms,  and  in  feelings  of  every 
nature,  and  which  had  been  fo  from 
the  remotefl  antiquity.  This  was  a 
condu6f  which  had  no  precedent  in 
the  annals  of  Rome,  or  of  any  na- 
tion of  antiquity,  renowned  for  po- 
licy and  wifdom.  Rome  opened 
her  generous  arms  to  all  the  con- 
quered nations ;  Ihe  adopted,  with 
a  mafculine  and  conciliating  policy, 
all  the  cuftoms,  religious  or  civil, 
of  the  vanquifhed  provinces  ;  {lie  re- 
fpedfed  even  their  prejudices  ;  and 
flie  confequently  was  beloved,  and 
revered,  on  the  bunks  of  the  Eu^ 
phrates,  as  much  as  on  the  banks  of 
the  Arno,  or  the  Tyber. 

He  proceeded  to  obferve,  that 
every  confequence  of  popular  tumult 
and  infurredion  was  now  to  be 
vdreaded  in  Bengal  ;  fo  that,  unlefs 
fome»fpeedy  and  efeAual  remedy- 
were  applied,  that  country  would 
become  a  fcene  of  maflacre.  Nor 
was  it  only  in  Bengal  that  we  were 
menaced  with  convulfions  and  infur- 
reftions  ;  Madras,  he  faid,  called 
aloud  for  fome  immediate  l-eform. 
The  avowed  factions  of  the  nabob, 
and  the  rajah  of  Tanjore,  diftradfed 
and  divided  that  prefidency,  Bom- 
bay, which,  after  a  century  of  floth 
and  inaftivity,  had  effeded  fome 
important  conquells,  was  menaced 
bythcMahrattas,  who  overhung  the 
illand,  and  might  feverely  revenge 
the  loflTes  they  had  lately  fuftained 
on  that  fide  of  India.  Befides  thefe 
particular  evils,  other  dangers  me- 
naced India  in  general.  The  vaft 
extent  of  coaft,  from  cape  Comorin 
to  the  Jagrenaut  Pagodas,  was  inade- 
fjuatelyguardedby  the  military  eftab- 
lifhment  of  Madras,  which  could  not 
poflibly  defend  a  coall  of  a  thoufand 
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miles  in  length,  if  it  fliould  ever  be 
attacked.  The  Mahnittas,  he  faid, 
were  very  powertul,  and  much  to 
be  dieaded.  Hyder  Ally,  who  had 
driven  our  troops  before  him  in 
1769,  and  compelled  us  to  fign  an 
ignominious  peace  at  the  gates  of 
Madras,  was  the  friend  of  France, 
and  was  flill  terrible  in  arms,  though 
declined  in  years.  The  French  had 
a  large  force -in  the  ifland  of  Mauri- 
*dus.  The^Dutch  were  ftrong  in 
Ceylon,  and  ftronger  in,  Java^  and  at 
Batavia.     The  Spaniards   occupied 


the  Philippine  iflands,  and  could  an- 
noy all  the  trade  of  Canton,  and  to 
China.  Matters  being  thus  circum- 
ftanced  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  it  was 
abfoliitely  neceflary,  that  parliament 
fiiould  immediately  interlere  in  the 
affairs  of  that  country  ;  which,  if 
proper  regulations  were  adopted 
there,  might  flill  be  rendered  a  great 
fouice  ot  riches  and  glory  to  Great 
Britain.  After  feme  farther  debate, 
the  motion  of  general  Smith  was 
agreed  to  by  the  houfe. 


C     H     A     P.       VIII. 

Motion  made  in  the  UoUfe  of  C  7nmcns  hy  Mr.  Burke ^  for  Leave  to  hrbig  in 
again  his  Bill  fr  th>>  hvttcr  Regulation  of  his  Mnjefy^s  cifil  Efablifment^ 
and  for'  the  Promotion  of  public  Oeconomy^  nxhich  had  been-  rcjcBcd  hy  the 
preceding  Parliament.  The  Motion  agreed  to.  7 he  Bill  read  the  firfl  time > 
Debate  on  the  fee  and  Reading.     The  Bill  rejeHcd  by  the  Houfe. 


WE  have  feen,  in  the  preceding 
volume  of  our  uork,  that  a 
plan  of  reform  in  the  confliuition  of 
feveral  parts  of  the  public  oeconomy, 
which  was  communicated  to  parlia- 
ment by  a  gentleman  of  diftinguifli- 
ed  abilities,  and  uncommon  powers 
of  eloquence,  and  which  was  highly 
and  defcrvedly  applauded,  was,  not- 
withflanding,  after  much  debate, 
fejefred  by  the  houfe.  That  gentle- 
man, h6wever,-  as  a  rcw  parliament 
was  now  «ffcmbled,  rtfolved  to  make 
another  effi^rt  in  f.  vour  of  national 
oeconomy.  Accordingly,  on  the 
I  5th  of  February,  Mr.  Burke  mov- 
ed, ''  That  leave  be  given  to  bring 
in  a  bill,  for  the  better  regulation 
of  bis  mnjefty's  civil  eflablilliment, 
and  of  certain  public  offices;  for 
the  limitation  of  penfions,  and  the 
fupprcflion  of  certain  ufelefs,  expen- 
five,  and  inconvenient  places  :  and 
for  applying  the  monies  faved  there- 


by to  the  public  fervice."  In  the 
fpeech  by  which  he  introduced  this 
motion,  Mr.  Burke  obfervcd,  that 
he  had  been  encouraged  again  to 
propofe  his  plan  of  ceconoiny  to  the 
houfe,  in  confequence  of  the  votes 
paffed  on  the  6th  of  April,  1780, 
by  which  it  was  declared,  that  the 
influence  of  the  crown  had  increafed, 
was  increafing,  and  ought  to  be  di- 
minifhed  :  that  it  was  competent  to 
that  houfe  to  examine  and  correct 
abufes  in  the  expenditure  of  the 
civil  lift  revenues,  as  well  as  in 
evei-y  other  branch  of  the  public  re- 
venue, whenever  it  fhould  appear 
expedient  to  the  wifdom  of  the  houfe 
fo  to  do  ;  and  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  that  houfe  to  provide,  as  far  as 
might  be,  an  im.mediate  and  effec- 
tual redrefs  of  the  abufes  complain- 
ed of  in  the  petitions  prelented  to 
that  houfe  from  the  different  coun- 
ties, cities,  and  towns  of  the  king- 
dom. 


FOREIGN    HISTORY. 


f9 


dom.  He  confidercd  thele  refolu- 
tions,  which  had  been  made  in  the 
laft  fellion  of  the  laft  parliament,  us 
a  vakiable  legacy  bequeathed  to  the 
public,  and  an  atonement  tor  the 
criminal  fervility  which  had  marked 
and  rtigmatized  their  previous  con- 
duct. The  people  of  this  country 
had  a  right  to  expeft  from  their  pre- 
fent  reprefentatives  that  which  was 
declared  to  be  necellary  by  their 
predeceflbrs.  The  people,  from  every 
part  of  the  country,  had  declared, 
that  retrenchment  and  public  oeco- 
iiomv  were  requilite  to  the  exiftence 
oftheftate,  and  that  the  influence 
of  the  crown  was  become  dangerous 
and  alarming  in  its  extent.  The 
laft  objeft  was  of  the  moft  ferious  im- 
portance ;  tor  it  was  by  means  of 
this  influence  that  profuiion  and  ex- 
travagance were  increafed.  It  was 
the  creating  and  created  power  ;  in- 
fluence and  profufion  were  mututilly 
dependant  on  each  other,  and  by 
their  joint  force  and  afliftance  were 
fupported  and  increafed.  The  peo- 
ple had  declared  the  neceflity  of  di- 
ininifliing  that  influence,  v.hich  had 
rendered  the  two  houles  of  parlia- 
ment acceflary  to  the  power  of  the 
crown,  inftead  of  being  a  balance 
againll  it.  It  was  the  duty  of  a  wife 
legillature  to  liflen  to  the  applica- 
tions and  the  complaints  of  the  peo- 
ple. Like  a  Ikiltul  phyfician,  they 
were  to  feel  the  pulfe  of  the  patient, 
and  having  difcovered  the  feat  and 
the  nature  of  the  diforder,  they  were 
to  apply  the  remedy.  They  were  not 
to  with- hold  it,  becaufe  the  people 
were  patient  under  fuffering,  or  be- 
caufe they  were  clamorous.  They 
were  to  ftudy  the  temper,  to  look 
into  the  conftitution,  and  the  ftate 
of  the  governed;  and,  watchlngtheir 
motions,  they  were  to  apply  the  re- 
medy at  the  proper  feafon.  When 
^he  petitions  were  pvcfented  to  the 


houfe,  in  the  laft  parliament,  there 
were  general  meetmgs  of  the  people 
in  eyery  county  and  city  of  the 
kingdom  :  they  were  legal  and  grave 
in  their  deportment  ;  they  were 
peaceable  and  loyal.  Some  men  iu 
that  houfe  had,  indeed,  pretended 
to  charge  them  with  illegality  in 
their  proceedings,  and  had  urged 
that  thefc  public  meetings  tended  to 
diforder,  and  were  unfit  to  be  fut- 
fered.  Without  entering  into  any 
refutation  of  a  charge  which  he  con- 
fidercd as  ill-founded  and  ridiculous, 
he  would  only  fay,  that  whether 
they  were  fo  or  not,  it  became  a 
wife  and  prudent  legillature  to  at- 
tend to  the  reality  and  the  body  of 
the  complaint,  and  not  to  the  form  or 
the  irregularity  in  which  it  was  made. 
He  proceeded  to  obferve,  that  the 
plan  ofoeconomy  which  he  had  be- 
fore propofed,  and  which  he  was 
now  again  defirous  of  offering  to  the 
confideration  of  parliament,  was  in 
perfe6t  conformity  with  the  general 
wiflies  of  the  people,  ft  was  a  plan 
by  which  there  would  arife  a  laving 
to  the  public  of  at  leait  two  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  a  year.  But  what 
he  valued  more  than  all  this  laving, 
was,  the  deftruftion  of  an  imdue  in- 
fluence over  the  minds  of  fifty  mem- 
bers of  parliament  in  both  houfes. 
The  plan  had  been  received  by  the 
minifter  in  the  laft  parliament  with 
apparent  approbation.  He  paid  com- 
pliments to  the  principle,  but  he 
oppofed  it  by  detail.  At  firft, 
crowded  houfes  were  feen  in  every 
ftage  of  the  bufinefs,  and  there  was 
an  appearance  of  conviftion  on  the 
minds  of  men.  They  had  no  objec* 
tion  to  the  abftraft  and  general  pro- 
pofitions,  but  when  they  came  down 
to  fpecific  reform,  they  left  him  and 
his  caufe.  The  fqueamiflmefs  of 
the  houfe  wasfuch,  that  after  fwal- 
lowing  thofe  parts  of -the  plan  againft 
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which  fomething  might  pliufibly 
have  been  urged,  in  refpeCl  to  the 
ufe,  the  iliew,  or  the  antiquity  of 
the  offices  to  be  aboUfhed,  they  ob- 
j€(fted  to  other  parts,  for  which  the 
moft  ingenious  advocate  could  not 
advance  an  argument.  They  firll 
dwindled  oft'  from  one  queftion,  and 
then  filently  flole  away  from  an- 
ther, till  at  laft  the  whole  was  per- 
mitted to  moulder  and  {brink  imper- 
ceptibly from  the  view,  and  he  was 
obliged,  after  much  fatigue,  and 
no  fuccefs,  to  give  it  up,  with  the 
mortir)  ing  refleftion,  that  bis  own 
labours,  and  thofe  of  thehoufe,  had 
produced  no  benefit  to  his  country. 
^  Mr.  Burke  afterwards  obferved, 
that  it  had  been  formerly  advanced, 
in  favour  of  that  court  influence  which 
it  was  the  object  of  his  bill  to  dinii- 
nilh,  "  That  fuch  a  principle  was 
neceflary  for  the  fuppnrt  ot  govern- 
ment ;  and  that  it  was  the  aim  of 
our  conftitution  to  give  in  influence 
what  was  loll  in  prerogative."  Hs 
■was  very  willing  fo  far  to  admit  that 
dotftrine,  as  to  allow  that  n«  minif- 
tcr  would  be  uniformly  f/pported 
without  fome  kind  of  influence  : 
for  fuch  \\"Ai  the  diverfity  of  human 
opinion,  th;it  no  abilities  could  al- 
ways convince  and  guide  without 
fome  bias  in  favour  of  the  fpeaker. 
But  there  were  different  kinds  of  in- 
fluence ;  one  kind  of  Influence,  for 
inflrance,  was  that  derived  trom  fu- 
perior  wifdom  and  virtue,  which 
never  failed  to  infpire  reverence  and 
refpeft,  and  by  the  exercife  of  which 
any  minifter  might  command  fup- 
port.  Another  kind  wus  derived 
from  the  power  of  diilributing  ho- 
jiours  and  emoluments  ;  and  this 
might  be  employed  with  equal  fuc- 
cefs in  any  hands,  good  or  bad. 
The  former  of  thefe  influences  he 
readily  admitted  to  be  neceflary  to 
the  fupport  of  government,  but  the 


latter  he  muft  ever  deny  to  be  eithrt 
neceflary  or  juftifiable  :  for  the  in- 
fluence of  wifdom  and  virtue  would 
always  lead  to  wife  and  virtuous  mea- 
fures,  but  that  of  corruption  to  cor- 
rupt ones.  The  laft  was  the  influ- 
ence of  bribery,  and  deferved  to  be 
called  by  no  other  name.  The 
power  of  diilributing  places,  pen- 
fions,  and  honours,  having  been 
always  in  the  hands  of  government^ 
was  confounded  by  many  with  the 
idea  of  government  itfelf ;  and  i-t 
was  thought  that  the  one  could  not 
fubfift  without  the  other  ;  and  confe- 
quently^  that  the  power  of  the  ftate 
was  Weakened  by  a  diminution  of  fuch 
inftruments.  They  miflook  ihe  emo- 
luments of  government  for  govern- 
ment itfelf,  and  confidered  it  as  a  mere 
cabinet,  containing  a  cheft  of  draw- 
ers filled  withfweet  things.  To  be  in- 
fluenced by  an  admiration  of  wifdom 
and  virtue,  was  to  poflefj  cleie  qua- 
lities ;  but  the  influence  of  bribery 
he  coniidered  to  be  as  peniioious  to 
freedom  as  open  force.  Ic  was  a 
common  remark,  that  all  free  coun- 
tries were  corrupted  by  bribery* 
When  virtue,  which  was  the  fpirit 
of  commonwealths  and  of  all  free 
ftates,  was  gone,  liberty  could  not 
long  furvive.  A  few  were  bought 
to  irapofeflavery  on  their  fellow-fub- 
jefts,  and  the  price  paid  for  their 
fervices  was  the  only  difference  be- 
tween a  flate  pofleffing  the  forms  of 
freedom,  and  one  openly  defpotic. 
An  undue  influence  preyed  on  the 
very  vitals  of  a  conftitution,  and 
eat  up  the  entrails,  while  the  out- 
ward parts  remained.  Nothing 
could  be  more  oppofite  to  good  go- 
vernment, than  a  government  by 
court  influence.  Government  was 
intended  for  the  promotion  of  the 
interefl:  of  the  empire  at  large,  and 
not  for  the  advantage  of  the  rulers. 
Government  was  as  different  froniK 
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f)kces,  as  fervices  were  different 
from  fabrics.  It  was  tlic  nature  of 
influence  to  produce  a  fupine  neg- 
ligence in  government.  Influence 
threw  government  afleep,  and  it 
fometimes  awoke  by  fits  and  ftarts, 
after  it  had  relaxed  the  fteady  reins 
of  virtue,  into  afts  of  the  greatell 
<:ruelty  and  ferocity.  It  led  to 
anarchy  and  confufion.  By  influ- 
ence and  anarchy  together,  a  mor- 
tification was  always  produced, 
which  was  :it  lafl  cut  irvvay  by  the 
ftarp  knite  of  defpotic  power. 

Sundry  other  arguments  were 
urged  by  Mr.  Burke  in  favour  of 
his  motion  :  he  maintained,  that  if 
the  members  of  that  houfe  confi- 
dered  themielvcs  as  the  reprefcnta- 
tives  and  agent;  of  the  people,  they 
were  bound  by  every  tie  of  honour, 
and  of  virtue,  to  promote  a  plan  of 
national  oeconomy,  and  efpecially 
in  the  time  of  a  dangerous  and  ex- 
penfive  war,  when  one  toreign  ene- 
piy  fucceeded  to  another,  and  when 
the  guilty  raflinefs  of  minifters  had 
leagued  contending  ftates  againft 
us.  If  the  members  of  that  houfe 
confidered  themfelves  as  the  mere 
creatures  of  the  crown,  conftituted, 
led,  and  dependent  on  the  court, 
it  would  ftill  be  their  duty,  and 
ought  to  be  their  inclination,  to 
advife  the  fovereign  to  oeconomy 
and  retrenchment.  A  plan  of  (eco- 
nomy would  advance  the  real  in- 
tereib  even  of  the  prince  :  it  would 
enable  him  to  make  his  war  a  war 
of  exertion,  that  his  peace  might  be 
honourable  and  fecuie  ;  and  if  he 
diverted  himfelf  of  profufion,  he 
vTould  be  the  better  able  to  retain 
his  power,  and  to  make  a  fplendid 
provifion  for  his  numerous  offspring. 
He  hoped  that  the  houfe,  if  they 
meant  to  give  countenance  and  at- 
tjentioji  to  his  plan  of  ceconomy, 


would  do  it  with  fairnefs  and  can- 
dour, and  not,  with  infidious  ref- 
peft  in  its  outlet,  tempt  it  to  a  death 
of  flow  and  lingering  torture.  He 
folicited  the  miniiler,  if  he  meant; 
ultimately  to  give  a  death-ftroke 
to  his  plan,  to  fave  him  and  the 
houfe  much  fatigue,  and  the  nation 
much  anxiety  and  difappointment, 
by  ftrangling  it  in  its  birth,  and  to 
be,  at  leaft  for  one  day  in  his  life,  » 
decifive  minifter. 

The  motion  was  feconded  by  Mr. 
Duncombe  ;  after  which  Lord 
North  rofe,  and  faid,  that  he  would 
very  candidly  declare,  that  his  opi- 
nion on  the  fubjedl:  was  not  at  all 
altered  from  what  he  entertained  the 
laft  year,  and  that  though  he  did 
not  difapprove  of  the  plan  in  totoy 
yet  the  parts  which  appeared  to  him 
to  be  proper  to  be  adopted,  bore  fo 
fmall  a  comparifon  with  the  whole 
of  the  very  comprehenfive  fcheme, 
that  he  (hould  be  obliged  to  oppofe 
it  in  fome  future  flage  of  the  bill. 
But  he  did  not  think  it  would  be 
decent  or  candid  for  him,  upon  his 
own  private  opinion,  to  fet  his  face 
againft  the  bill  in  its  firft  ftage,  by 
oppofing  its  introdudion,  fince  there 
were  many  new  members  in  the 
houfe,  who,  though  they  might 
have  a  general  knowledge  of  the 
fubjeft,  could  not  be  properly  in* 
formed  upon  it,  to  determine  what  line 
of  conduft  to  purfue,  until  the  firft 
reading  of  the  bill,  when  he  pre- 
fuiued  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man with  whom  it  originated,  would 
move  the  hovife  to  order  it  to  be 
printed,  by  which  means  the  mem- 
bers would  be  put  in  polfeffion  of  all 
the  neceffary  information  ;  and  then 
his  lordfliip  added,  it  would  become 
his  duty  to  fuggeft  fuch  objecflions 
and  obfervations  to  the  houfe,  as 
might   occur  to  hiifl.     The  houf* 
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thea  refolved,  that  leave  be  given 
to  bring  in  the  bill  on  the  19th  of 
that  month. 

On  the  fame  day  the  duke  of 
Bolton  moved,  in  the  houfe  of 
peers,  that  the  lords  fhould  be  fum- 
moned,  on  a  future  day,  to  tjike 
into  coniideration  the  caufes  of  the 
capture  of  the  Eail  and  Weft  India 
fleets  in  the  preceding  Augull: ;  but, 
after  fome  debate,  his  grace's  mo- 
tion was  withdrawn. 

On  the  19th  of  the  month,    Mr. 
Burke's  bill  was  read  the  firft  time  ; 
but  on    the   26th,  when  a   motion 
was  made  for   its   being   read    the 
fecond  time,   it  was  oppofed  by  Mr. 
De  Grey,  who    obferved,   that    he 
viewed  it  as  a  bill  the  principle  of 
which  would  be  more  injurious  than 
the    objed     would    be     beneficial. 
If  ceconomy  were  the  only  purpofe 
of  the  bill,  it  would  be  impertinent 
in  him,  or  in  any  man,  to  fay  a  word 
againft  it.     The   neceffity   was  evi- 
dent ;     ceconomy   was  at  all  times 
■ufeful  and  proper  ;  but  in  the  pre- 
fent  fituation  of  this    country,  in^ 
volved  in  a  moft  expenlive  and    ca- 
lamitous war,  it  was  peculiarly  and 
efientially  neceffary.    But  ceconomy 
was  not  to  be  purchafed  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  principle  ;   it  was  not  to  be 
procured  by  the  violation  ot  facred 
rights  ;   he  was  not  willing  to  com- 
mit outrage  to  find  refource,  nor  to 
deftroy  the  conftitution  to  fave  the 
country.      It  was  on    this    ground 
that  he  muft  oppofe  it ;   he   difap- 
provcd  of  the  means  by  which  the 
end  was  to  be  procured.     The  bill 
pointed  out  and  conne£led  the  ob- 
jects of  the  reiorm,  as  well  as  the 
manner  of  carrying  the  plan  into 
execution,    fo  far  as  the  plan    ex- 
tended ;    the  whole  fyftem  therefore 
was   before   the  houfe  ;  and  being 
thus  enabled  to  compare  the  princi- 
ple with  the  objedt,  the  means  v\ith 


the   end,    he  confidefed  the  one  as 
charged  with    much    more  injury, 
than  the  other  could  be  productive 
of  benefit.     The  bill  coupled   two 
objedls,    which,    in     his     opinion, 
ought  to  have  been  kept    feparatc 
and   diftinft  ;     the  refumption  of  a 
part  of  the  civil  lift,  and  the  regu- 
lation of  the   public  offices.     With 
regard  to  the  firft  of  thefe  objefts, 
he  fiiould  fpeak  of  it   with    the  ut- 
moft  delicacy,  becaufe  he   thought 
that  nothing- but  the  laft    ftage  of 
political   neceffity  could  jnftify  the 
houfe    in  applying   to  a  remedy  fo 
facred.      That  the  houfe  was  com- 
petent   to  in-juire  into,  and  corredl 
all  abufes  in  the  public  expenditure, 
and  in  the  management  of  the  mo- 
ney granted    by  parliament  for  the. 
fervices  of  the  ftate,  was  beyond   a  / 
doubt.     It  was  an  inherent,   funda- 
mental  right,  vefted  by  the  confti- 
tution in  the  legillature.     But  that 
the    civil     lift    revenue  was  to   be 
ranked  under  that  head,  and   to  be 
included  under  the  fame  power,  was 
a  queftion  which  yet  remained  to  be 
tried   :     a    queftion     on  which    he 
trufted  the  houfe  would  not  be  over 
anxious  to  determine.     The  civil  lift 
revenue  of  the  crown  was  granted 
by  parliament    in  the    moft  folemn 
and  fubi^antial  form,  and  granted  at 
the  lame  time  for  pui"pofes  conftitu- 
tional   and  neceffary.     To   refume 
that  grant  could  not  be  done,  in  his 
opinion,  without  the  violation  of  a 
folemn  engagement ;  an  engagement 
which  had  been  made  with  the  beft  ■ 
of  motives,    after  the  moft  ferious 
deliberation.     The.  houfe  had  not 
at  any  time  interfered  with  the  privy 
~  purfe.     Even  the  fecret  committee 
of  1741  had  held   it  facred.     The 
act  for  eftabliftiing  the    king's  civil 
lift  pafled  in  the  firft  year  of  overy  . 
reign,  and  was  granted  to.  him  for 
life  ;  SoOjOool,  per  annum  had  been 
irrant<d 


FOREIGN     HISTORY. 


PTantcd  to  his  prcfent  majefty  at  the 
commencement  of  his  reign  ;  and 
an  augmentation  of  ioo,oool.  a 
year  h;id  fince  been  made,  alfo 
granted  for  life.  Such  was  the  bar- 
gain made  with  his  majclty  in  lieu 
of  the  crown  lands.  The  fit  time 
to  have  agitated  fuch  a  queftion  as 
the  prefcnt,  was,  when  this  additi- 
onal fum  was  delired  ;  but  while 
the  words  "  for  life"  llood  in  thefe 
ads,  he  fliould  never  conlider  the 
civil  lilt  in  any  other  point  of  view, 
than  that  of  facred  private  property  ; 
as  much  fo  as  the  ellate  of  any  pri- 
vate gentleman.  A  penfion  bill  had 
been  propofed  to  the  houfe,  and  re- 
jefted,  becaufe  it  tended  to  break 
the  engagements  of  parliament  ; 
becaufe  it  tended  to  re  fume  that 
which  had  been  granted,  under 
folemn  faith,  for  a  certain  time. 
The  dignity  of  the  crown  was  con- 
nefted  with  its  independence  ;  but 
by  the  refumption  required  by  the 
bill,  the  parliament  rendered  the 
crown  dependent  upon  that  houfe  ; 
a  fituation  at  once  humiliating  and 
unconflitutional.  The  obiciStof  re- 
fumption fhould  at  leaft  be  adequate 
to  the  injury  ;  but  in  this  cafe  it 
.was  not  fo.  The  faving  propofed 
by  the  redu£lion  of  offices  and  of 
places  Was  immaterial,  when  con- 
iidered  as  a  public  obje£t,  and  when 
compared  with  the  expenditure  and 
the  neceffities  of  the  ftate.  At  a 
time  when  we  were  obliged,  by  po- 
litical neceffities,  to  go  into  great, 
and  indeed  enormous  expences,  it 
was  a  trifling  confideraticn,  that  by 
the  reduftion  of  a  great  number  of 
places  and  pcnlions,  a  Hiving  fliould 
be  made  of  2  0o,oool.  a  year.  This 
was  not  a  fufficient  reafon  for  vio- 
lating the  property  of  individuals, 
which  had  been  rendered  lacred  by 
afts  of  parliament,  and  confidered 
by  themfelves,  and  by  the  world,  to  be 


as  fecure  and  permanent  as  freehold 
eitates.  When  penfions  or  places 
were  beftovved  on  individuals,  as  re- 
wards for  meritorious  fervices,  or 
tributes  due  to  extraordinary  talents, 
he  could  not  but  conflder  them  as 
facred  property,  not  incident  to  re- 
sumption, nor  within  the  controul 
of  parliament  ;  until  they  had  firfl: 
declared  and  provided  by  a  fpecial 
ftatute,  that  their  grants  of  places 
and  penfions  for  life  meant  to  con- 
tinue in  force  no  longer  than  the 
parliament  fhould  pleafe.  It  was  a 
refumption  which  the  houfe  could 
not  make  either  with  decency  or 
juffice. 

Mr.  De  Grey  then  proceeded  ta 
obferve,  that  the  influence  of  the 
crown  had  been  fpoken  of,  as  too 
formidable,  for  the  liberties  of  the 
people  :  but  this  was  faid  without 
being  proved.  It  fliould  alfo  be 
remembered,  'that  a  fum  very  little 
inferior  to  that  with  which  the 
crown  was  now  Invefled,  was  granted 
at  the  time  of  the  Revolution  ;  and 
which,  without  doubt,  after  the 
mod  mature  deliberation,  was 
efteemed  to  be  no  more  than  equal 
to  the  power  of  prerogative  which 
had  been  abolilhed.  Seven  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds  were  grant- 
ed at  that  time  ;  and  at  two 
different  periods  fince,  pai'lia- 
ment  had  recognized  the  grant, 
and  added  two  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  to  the  original  fum.  This 
was  confirming  the  idea  of  the  in- 
dependence of  the  crown  ;  and  it 
took  away,  in  his  opinion,  the 
power  of  refumption.  It  might  be 
confidered,  as  a  quefiion  not  of 
power,  nor  of  right,  but  a  queflion 
of  propriety.  The  houfe  (hould 
inquire,  whether  the  .objeft  was 
adequate  to  the  end  ;  whether  the 
refumption  was  a  thing  Which  would 
produce  valuable  retrenchments, 
without 
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without  gning  a  fliock  to  the  confti- 
tution ;  whether  the  diminution  of 
the  reCpedl:,  the  grandeur,  and  the 
pomp  of  the  fovereign,  was  not  an 
injury  to  the  nation  much  more  ma- 
terial than  the  revenue  which  could 
poflibly  arife  from  fuch  a  meafure. 
If  all  thefe  things  were  duly  con- 
fidered,  he  was  of  opinion,  that 
the  bill  would  be  rejefted  by  the 
houfe. 

The  hon.  John  Townfliend  then 
rofe,  and  faid,  that  he  (liould  give 
his  moft  hearty  alTent  to  a  bill,  that 
had  for  its  object  confequences  of 
fuch  great  national  importance  as 
the  laving  of  public  money,  the  ap- 
plications of  that  faving  to  the  ufe 
of  the  public,  and  a  reduftion  of 
the  increafed  and  increafing  influ- 
ence of  the  crown.  But  though 
thefe  were  great  objeds,  the  bill 
had  another,  if  poffible,  ftill  more 
important  objeft  in  view.  For  when 
the  bill  had  received  the  royal 
afTent,  it  would  prove  to  that  houfe, 
inid  to  the  world,  that  the  crown 
really  felt  for  the  diftreffes  of  the 
kingdom  ;  that  it  was  vmwilliug  to 
avail  itfelf  of  too  liberal  an  aug- 
mentation of  revenue ;  that  it  was  de- 
firous  to  remit  to  diftrefs  what  might 
be  fuppofed  to  have  flowed  from 
profpenty.  It  would  be  the  bond 
to  connect  together  more  firmly  the 
afFeiftions  of  his  Majefly  and  his 
people.  It  would  prove,  that  we 
hqive  all  one  common  union,  one 
common  hapj/inefs,  and  one  com- 
mon fortune  :  that  his  Majefty 
could  not  wifli  to  plunge  the  coun- 
try into  wars  contrary  to  its  intereft, 
flnce  the  crown  meant  to  link  its 
own  revenue  in  proportion  to  the 
diminution  of  the  property  of  the 
fubjcft.  The  bill  was  objetSled  to 
on  the  principle  of  its  being-  a  re- 
fumption  on  the  crown  ;  but  he  had 
always  underftood,  that  parliamen- 


tary rcfumptions  Were  no  new  pr»* 
cecdings.  Undoubtedly  it  was  an 
ungracious  taflc  :  it  was  irkfome  and 
painful  to  that  houfe,  to  be  obliged 
to  refort  to  the  revenue  of  the 
crown  for  affiftance,  even  in  a  time 
of  extreme  need.  But  though  it 
was  painful,  it  was  proper.  It  was 
ftriflly  conformable,  not  only  to  the 
inherent  virtue  and  authority  of  the 
houfe,  but  alfo  to  the  example  of 
precedent  and  cuftom.  Rcfumpti- 
ons had  been  common  and  frecjuent  in 
former  periods  of  our  hiftory.  From 
the  time  of  Henry  VI.  to  Henry 
VIII.  not  a  reign  pafTed  without 
parliamentary  refumptions ;  and 
thefe  were  not  merely  refumptions 
of  grants  made  by  preceding  fo- 
vereigns,  but  of  grants  made  by 
the  king  hlmfelf  for  the  time  being. 
In  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  an  aft 
of  parliament  pafTed  for  the  abo- 
lition of  fundry  neeedlefs  offices  and 
unnecefiary  penfions,  in  order  to 
enable  that  prince  to  defray  the  ex- 
pences  of  a  war  againft  the  Scots. 
At  the  prcfent  crifis,  if  the  people 
were  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  ap- 
plying to  the  crown  for  a  retrench- 
ment of  expence,  it  was  a  talk  im- 
pofed  upon  them  by  the  king's  mi- 
nifters,  whofe  mifconduft  and  ex- 
travagance had  reduced  the  nation 
to  a  fituation  which  had  rendered 
oeconomy  neceflary.  It  was  from 
thefe  minifters  that  the  application, 
had  fpamg,  who  had  madly  in- 
volved us  in  impolitic  wars,  firft 
with  our  own  fubjefts,  and  after- 
wards with  the  half  of  Europe. 
Befides  the  advantage  of  ceconomy, 
the  bill  had  alfo  a  tendency  to  re- 
duce the  influence  of  the  crown, 
which  was  a  very  important  con- 
fideration.  He  would  not  weary 
the  patience  of  the  houfe  by  any 
attempt  to  prove  the  exigence  o£ 
improper  influence.     The  journalt 
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of  the  houfe  had  recorded  the  hA  ; 
ftud,  if  they  hud  not  done  lo,  yet 
every  ferious  mind  now  yieUied  an 
honeft  confeflion  of  the  truth  of  it. 
it  was  neceflliry  to  the  reputation 
of  the  houfe,  that  they  fliould  on 
that  occafion  aflert  the  right,  and 
convince  the  world  that  they  would 
do  the  duty  of  parliament.  The 
nation  had  been  loud  in  their  cla- 
piours  againft  them.  It  was  faid, 
that  they  were  fliaraefuUy  corrupt  ; 
that  they  were  the  creatures  of  the 
minitler  ;  and  inll:ead  of  being  the 
conlHtuiional  guardians  of  the  peo- 
ple, were  their  woril  enemies  ;  and 
that  they  were  at  once  the  creators, 
and  the  creatures  of  influence.  It 
was  exceedingly  becomingthe  Houfe 
of  Commons,  and  every  national 
alfembly,  to  attend  to  the  fufpi- 
cions  that  were  formed  of  their  con- 
dud,  and  to  endeavour  to  crufii 
them,  by  removing  the  caufe.  It 
was  their  duty  to  fet  a  virtuous  and 
un  honourable  example  of  retrench- 
ment ;  by  which  public  fpirit 
would  be  fortified,  and  the  nation 
be  united  in  one  common  idea  of 
common  interelT.  It  was  their  duty 
to  point  out  this  condud  to  their 
fovcreign,  fince  it  was  neceflary  to 
his  true  dignity  and  grandeur,  that 
he  fliould  teach  by  example,  hovy 
tp  facrifice  private  enjoyments  to 
public  welfare  ;  that  he  (hould  fhew 
his  fubjeds,  that  he  took  an  intereft 
in  their  fufferings  ;  that  he  called 
upon  them  for  no  exertion  to  which 
he  was  not  anxious  to  contribute, 
and  that  he  would  participate  in 
their  fufferings  as  well  as  in  their 
fuccefs.  Such  condud  would  be 
the  means  of  general  conciliation  : 
it  would  reftore  charafter,  to  parlia- 
ment, and  would  unite  the  fovereign 
with  his  fiibje(^fs  ;  and  fuch  condudl 
It  was  their  duty  aad  their  iatercft 
to  adopt. 


Mr.  Percival  maintained,  that  It 
was  highly  unbecoming,  as  well  as 
utijull,  in  that  houfe,  to  attempt  to 
feize  on  the  civil  lift  revenue  of  th© 
crown,  and  reduce  the  fovereign  to 
a  flate  of  humiliating  dependency. 
It  derogated  from  the  dignity  of  the 
crown,  and  was  a  meafure  that 
would  betray  the  weaknefs  mora 
than  the  policy  of  the  country.  He 
would  never  confent  to  outrage  the 
fovereign  with  a  requilition  of  hia 
fortune.  If  retrenchments  were  to 
bt  made  in  the  royal  houfliold,  they 
ought  to  be  left  to  the  voluntary 
furrender  of  the  crown.  If  fucli 
meafures  w^re  proper,  they  ought 
to  originate  with  the  crown  itfelf. 
That  houfe  ought  not  to  prevent 
the  exercife  of  royal  benevolence. 
It  was  at  once  ungracious  and  im- 
proper, to  enter  into  the  royal 
apartinents,  and  new-model  the  ar- 
rangements of  ftate.  The  civil  lift 
revenue  had  been  granted  by  parlia- 
ment for  an  adequate  confiideration, 
and  upon  an  honourable  and  advan- 
tageous bargain.  To  refume  it 
would  be  a  breach  of  fidelity,  as  well 
as  a  flagrant  attack  upon  the  crown. 

Lord  Nugent  declared  himfelf  to 
be  a  warin  and  zealous  friend  to 
public  ceconomy,  without  which, 
he  was  fully  perfuaded,  this  coun- 
try could  not  be  faved.  (Economy, 
in  our  public  expenditure,  was  as 
necelTary  as  firmnefs  and  wifdom  in 
our  councils,  or  as  valour  and  con» 
du6f  in  our  expeditions  and  enter- 
prizes.  But  it  did  not  follow,  that 
parliament  Ihould  embrace  every 
(Economical  prcje6t  that  wasofFered, 
however  plaufibly  introduced,  how- 
ever refpeftable  the  quarter  frOra 
which  it  came.  He  had  a  very 
high  efteem  for  the  honourable  gen* 
tleman  by  whom  the  bill  was  intro- 
duced ;  he  was  convinced  of  his 
integrity,  tnd  of  his  love  of  hi« 
country; 
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country';  and  that  his  abilities, 
great  as  they  were,  were  not  fupe- 
rior  to  his  virtue.  But  he  did  not 
approve  of  his  bill.  The  objeft  of 
the  bill  was  to  introduce  an  uncon- 
flitutional  innovation  ;  and  to  re- 
fume  from  the  crown  what  had  been 
folemnly  granted  to  his  Majefty  for 
life.  Would  that  houfe  confent  to 
degrade  the  fovereign,  diminifli  the 
luttre  of  the  crown,  and  reduce  his 
Majefty  to  a  worfe  fituation  than 
that  of  any  private  gentleman  in 
the  kingdom  ?  Would  they  de- 
prive him  of  the  management  of  his 
income,  and  put  him  into\  the  fitu- 
ation of  a  minor,  by  obliging  him 
to  fubmit  to  the  tutelage  of  parlia- 
ment ?  The  bill  interfered  with 
the  privy  purfe,  and  took  away  the 
independency  of  the  crown.  To 
admit  it  to  pafs,  would  be  to  reduce 
his  Majefty  to  the  condition  of  a 
mere  titular  monarch,  a  king  with- 
out power,  a  king  but  in  name, 
like  the  king  of  Poland  ;  or  a  fo- 
vereign like  the  doge  of  Venice, 
altogether  dependent  on  others,  and 
fubjetl  to  their  capricious  controul. 
Such  a  mcafure  would  eflentially 
wound  and  injure  the  conftitution  ; 
for  each  branch  of  the  legiflature, 
each  of  the  three  eftates,  ought  to 
have  its  fliare  of  independency  ; 
and  furely  the  firft  eftate,  that  which 
\vas  clothed  with  the  fupreme  exe- 
cutive power,  fliould  never  be  ren- 
dered lefs  glorious,  lefs  independ- 
ent, than  the  other  two.  The  real 
beauty  and  ex-cellence  of  our  con- 
ftitution, fo  much  admired  and  en- 
vied, was  its  nice  equipoife,  that 
equal  balance,  which  gave  it  ftabi- 
lity,  and  at  once  fecured  the  crown 
in  its  legal  rights,  and  the  people 
in  their  freedom  and  immunities. 
But  the  prefent  bill  went  directly  to 
move  the  balance,  and  to  deftroy 
the  equipoife.  » 


Mr.  William  Pitt,  fon  to  the  latd 
celebrated  earl  of  Chatham,  and 
who  appears  to  inherit  not  only  the! 
name,  but  the  genius  of  his  father; 
now  rofe,  for  the  firft  time,  and  de- 
lighted the  houfe  with  an  eloquent 
fpeech  in  favour  of  the  bill,  deli- 
vered in  a  very  graceful  manner^ 
and  with  uncommon  energy.  He 
began  with  declaring,  that  when  a 
fubje6t  of  fo  much  importance  was 
under  difcufiion  in  that  houfe,  he 
thought  it  the  duty  of  every  mem- 
ber of  parliament  to  fpeak  his  fen- 
timents  upon  it  ;  that  his  conftitu- 
ents  might  be  able  to  form  a  judg- 
ment how  far  he  was  likely  to  prove 
a  faithful  reprefentative,  and  whe- 
ther he  avowed  him felf  a  true  friend 
to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  or 
meant  to  uphold  the  influence  of  the 
crown,  in  its  prefent  increafed  and 
dangerous  extent.  He  obferved, 
that  he  perfeftly  approved  of  a  fen- 
timent  which  had  been  thrown  out, 
by  a  gentleman  who  oppofed  the 
bill,  that  fuch  a  plan  of  ceconomy 
as  that  propofed  by  the  bill  (hould 
have  originated  with  the  crown  it- 
felf.  It  ought  to  have  come  from 
his  Majefty's  minifters.  It  would 
have  come  with  more  grace,  it 
would  have  come  with  more  benefit 
to  the  public  fervlce,  if  it  had  fprung 
from  the  royal  breaft.  His  Majefty's 
minifters  ought  to  have  come  for- 
ward, and  propofed  a  reduction  in 
the  civil  lift,  and  thereby  given  the 
people  the  confolation  of  knowing, 
that  their  fovereign  participated  in. 
the  fufferings  of  the  empire,  and 
prefented  an  honourable  example  of 
retrenchment  in  an  hour  of  general 
difiiculty.  They  otight  to  have 
confulted  the  glory  of  their  royal 
mafter,  and  fcated  him  in  the  hearts 
of  his  people,  by  abating  from  mag- 
nificence what  was  due  to  neceffity. 
Inftead  of  waiting  for  the  (low  re- 
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.queft  of  a  burthened  people,  they 
fliould  have  courted  popularity  by  a 
voluntary  furrenJer  of  ufelcls  reve- 
nue. Far  more  agreeable  would  it 
have  been  to  that  houle  to  accede, 
than  to  propofe  ;  much  more 
plealing  to  have  observed  the  free 
exercife  of  royal  bounty,  than  to 
make  the  appeal,  and  point  out 
what  was  right,  or  what  was  necef- 
fary.  But  if  the  miniltry  failed  to 
do  this  ;  if  they  intertered  between 
the  benignity  of  the  Ibveieign,  and 
the  dilbellcs  of  his  people,  and 
flopped  the  tide  of  royal  iympathy, 
was  that  a  reafon  why  the  houfe  of 
Commons,  hiss  Majefty's  public 
counfellors,  fhould  deliil:  from  a 
meafure  fo  congenial  to  the  patern?! 
feelings  of  the  fovereign,  fo  appli- 
cable to  the  wants  and  diftrefies  of 
the  people  ?  The  natural  benefi- 
cence of  the  royal  heart  would  be 
gratified  by  the  fealonable  remit- 
tance ;  and  it  was  furely  no  reafon, 
that  becaufe  the  miniifry  failed  to 
do  their  duty,  the  houfe  fliould 
j,:cafe  to  attend  to  theirs.  It  had 
f'been  agreed  on  all  hands,  that  the 
burthens  under  which  the  people 
groaned,  burthens  that  were  more 
likely  to  be  increafed  than  dimi- 
ciflitd,  were  of  a  degree  of  pref- 
fure  that  was  fcarcely  tolerable  ;  and 
that  every  man,  who  pointed  out  a 
pradlicable  mode  of  relief,  would 
deferve  well  of  his  country.  The 
bill  now  before  the  houfe  met  this 
idea  completely  ;  its  efteft  would  be 
falutrny  ;  its  operation  eafy.  What 
was  it  that  it  aimed  at  ?  Not  the 
taking  from  the  crown  any  one  ne- 
cefliiry  part  of  its  expence  ;  not  the 
abridgment  of  what  was  ufeful,  or 
what  was  honourable  ;  not  the 
fmallelf  degradation  of  its  glory  ; 
but  a  mere  curtailment  of  ufelefs 
pageantry,  of  empty  fliew,  and  idle 
pomp.  It  was  undoubtedly  au  un- 
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pleafant  thing  for  that  houfe  to  take 
any  Hep,  that  tended  to  leffen  the 
income  of  his  Majefty.  Attached 
to  the  perfon  of  the  fovereign,  by- 
principles  of  the  trueft  loyalty,  and 
the  purefl  affeftion,  they  could  not, 
with  fenfavionsof  comfort  and  eafe, 
proceed  with  a  bill  of  fuch  a  nature 
as  that  which  was  now  before  the 
houfe.  But  then  it  fliould  be  re- 
membered, that  their  conftituents 
were  paying  enormous  taxes,  that 
the  national  diftre's  was  generally 
felt,  r.nd  that  the  extreme  neceffity 
of  the  times  called  upon  the  crown 
to  take  its  fhare  in  the  public  mif- 
fortunes,  and  to  contribute  fome- 
thing  at  leaft  towards  the  public  ex- 
pence.  He  had  ever  confidered  it 
to  be  the  duty  of  a  member  of  par- 
liarnent,  to  watch  over  and  guard 
the  liberties  of  the  people  with  a 
jealous,  and  an  unabating  attention 
and  afiiduity  ;  but  the  firft  ofall  the 
duties  of  a  member  of  that  houfe, 
was  the  duty  of  watching  over  and 
guarding  the  property  of  his  con- 
llituents.  Would  they  then  fliew 
themfelves  worthy  of  the  confidence 
of  the  people,  if  they  readily  ac- 
ceded to  every  new  impoft  that  was 
propofed  by  the  minilfer,  without 
taking  one  fi:ep  at  lead  to  convince 
them,  that  at  the  fame  time  that 
they  thought  themfelves  bound  to 
confent  to  farther  additions  to  the 
national  burthens,  they  took  efpecial 
care,  that  the  crown  fhould  partici- 
pate in  the  expences  of  the  war, 
and  that  the  royal  income  fhould 
fufier  in  fome  proportion  to  the  di- 
minution of  income  daily  experi- 
enced by  his  Majeffy's  fubjedts. 
Exclufively  of  the  general  claim 
upon  the  houfe,  to  adopt  the  bill 
on  the  ground  of  juffice  to  their 
conftituents,  the  petitions,  th.it  had 
been  pvefented  lafi  year,  pointed  the 
meafure  out  as  immediately  agreea- 
H  ble 
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ble  to  the  fcntiments  of  tbc  people  ; 
and  fiirely  no  man  would  be  hardy 
enough  to  aflerr,  that  when  the  peo- 
ple petitioned  jnuliament  in  a  peace- 
able and  conftitutional  manner,  it 
became  that  houle  to  difregard  their 
prayers.  One  great  objeft  of  all 
the  petitions  which  had  been  pre- 
lented,  was,  a  recommendation  of 
ceconomy  in  the  public  expendi- 
ture ;  and  one  great  objeft  of  the 
prefent  bill  was,  to  carry  into  efl'eft 
the  wiflies  of  the  people,  by  intro- 
ducing" a  fubftantial  iyflem  of  ceco- 
nomy. Belides  the  benefits  which 
would  refult  from  the  bill  in  this 
refpeft,  it  had  another  objeft  ilill 
more  important,  and  that  was,  the 
reduftion  of  the  influence  of  the 
crown ;  an  Influence,  which  was 
the  more  to  be  drended,  becaufe 
more  fecret  in  its  attacks,  and  more 
concealed  in  its  operations,  than 
the  power  of  prerogative. 

Mr.  Pitt  then  adverted  to  the  ob- 
jection that  had  been  made  to  the 
bill,  that  the  faving  propofed  by  it 
was  a  matter  of  trifling  confidera- 
tion,  when  meafured  by  the  necefli- 
ties,  or  the  expences  of  the  time. 
It  propofed  to  bring  no  more  than 
200,oool.  a  year  into  the  public 
coffers,  and  that  fum  was  in- 
fignificant,  in  the  public  account, 
when  compared  with  the  millions 
we  fpend.  This  was  furely  the  mofl 
lingular  and  unaccountable  Ipecies 
of  reafoning  that  ever  was  attempt- 
ed in  any  aflfembly.  The  calami- 
ties of  the  crifls  were  too  great  to  be 
benefited  by  ceconomy  ;  our  ex- 
pences were  fo  enormous,  that  it 
was  ridiculous  to  attend  to  little 
matters  of  account.  Webavefpent 
fo  many  millions,  that  thoufands 
are  beneath  our  coniideration.  We 
were  obliged  to  fpend  ,fo  much, 
that  it  was  foolilll  t^  think  pf  faving 


any.  By  fuch  flrange  language  as 
this,  had  the  excellent  bill  now  be- 
fore the  houfe  been  oppofed.  But 
it  had  alfo  been  laid,  that  the 
king's  civil  lift  was  an  irrefumeable 
parliamentary  grant,  and  it  had 
even  been  compared  to  a  private 
freehold.  The  weaknefs  of  fuch 
arguments  was  their  bell  refutation. 
It  was  true,  that  parliament  had 
made  the  grant  of  the  civil  lift  reve- 
nue fpecially  for  his  Majefly's  life. 
But  for  what  purpoie  was  this  ? 
Was  it  merely  for  his  Majefty's 
private  ufe  ?  No  man,  he  was  con- 
fident, would  venture  to  aiTert  any 
fuch  thing.  The  civil  lift  revenue 
was  granted  to  his  Majcfty  as  the 
executive  part  of  the  ftate,  to  fup- 
port  the  government,  to  pay  the 
judges,  to  pay  the  other  great 
officers,  and  to  maintain  the  gran- 
deur, the  dignity,  and  the  .l\iftre  of 
the  crown,  in  which  every  one  of 
his  fubjctts  had  an  intereft.  His 
Majefty,  in  faft,  was  the  truflee  of 
the  public,  fubjeilto  parliamentary 
fupervifion  ;  and  though  tutelage 
was  a  harfli  term,  furely  no  man 
would  fay,  that  it  was  any  degra- 
dation to  a  Britifli  prince  to  be  un- 
der t\\tguarc?:anjbip  of  &  Brltifli  par- 
lia'nent.  The  parliament  had  made 
the  grant,  and  undoubtedly  had  a 
right  to  refume  it,  when  the  nece!- 
lity  of  affairs  rendered  fuch  a  rc- 
lumption  fo  necefiary  as  it  was  at 
prefent.  It  would  be  an  unpleafant 
talk  to  inveftigate  the  grciit  differ- 
ence that  there  was  betv/een  the 
wealth  of  the  empire  when  that  re- 
venue was  granted,  and  the  wealth 
at  the  prefent  time.  It  would  ferve, 
however,  to  fliew,  that  the  fum  ot 
revenue  which  was  necelTary  to  the 
fupport  of  the  common  dignity  of 
Crown  and  people  at  that  time, 
ouglvt   npw  to  be  reduced,  as  the 
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public  neceflities  had  increafcd. 
The  people  who  granted  that  reve- 
nue, under  the  circumftances  of  the 
occafion,  were  juftified  in  reiuming 
apart  of  ir,  under  the  preiun a  de- 
mand of  an  altered  fituation.  Upon 
the  whole,  he  entirely  approved  of 
the  prefent  bill ;  he  felt  himlelf,  as 
a  citizen  of  this  country,  and  a 
member  of  that  houfe,  highly 
indebted  to  the  'author  of  it  ; 
and  as  he  conlldered  it  as  eflen- 
tial  to  the  being  and  the  indepen- 
dence of  his  country,  he  would 
give  it  the  moil:  determined  fup- 
poit. 

Mr.  Wraxall  oppofed  the  bill, 
and  laboured  to  prjve,  that  the  in- 
fluence of  the  crown  ought  not  to 
be  diminiflied.  He  maintained,  that 
at  the  Revolution  prerogative  was  ab- 
rogated ;  and  he  confidered  the  in- 
fluence of  the'  crown  as  being  very 
properly  introduced  in  its  ftead. 
He  declaimed  on  the  great  danger 
of  popular  encroachments,  and  de- 
mocratic violence  ;  and  faid,  that 
thole  who  loved  the  Englilli  peo- 
ple, and  their  liberties,  mull  aflem- 
ble  round  the  throne.  They  mull 
defend  it  from  all  attacks,  as  well 
from  innovating  projects  of  danger- 
ous, but  well-meaning  theorills, 
as  from  the  open  aflaults  of  its 
avowed  enemies,  or  otherwife  the 
conflitution  itfelf  would  fall  ;  for 
the  ll ability  of  the  throne  and  the 
fecurity  of  the  people  were  infe- 
parable. 

Lord Maltland  complimented  Mr. 
Burke,  and  his  bill,  in  high  terms, 
and  faid,  that  he  was,  perhaps,  the 
only  man  in  the  country  whole  pow- 
CTs  were  equal  to  io  fyflematlc  and 
generous  a  reform.  He  had  con- 
nected liberality  with  intereft.  He 
had  made  it  policy  to  be  generous. 
It  was  no  little,  narrow,  wretched 
fcheme    of  retrenchment,  breaking 


in  upon  the  dignity  of  the  crown, 
or  the  honour  of  the  naiion  ;  but 
a  great  and  beautiful  arrangement 
of  office,  calculated  to  ornament 
the  court,  inftead  of  degrading  it. 
It  deftroyed  the  undenvoodof  gran- 
deur, the  buflies  under  which  the 
ferpent  of  influence  lurked,  and 
from  which,  unfeen,  it  flung  and 
tainted  the  dignity  of  the  conflitu- 
tion.  It  cut  away  the  contami- 
nating excrefcences,  and  by  this 
means  it  fru6tifled,  inftead  of  in- 
juring the  tree  itfelf.  It  gave  flabi- 
hty  to  power,  by  relieving  it  from 
the  burthens  by  which  it  was  op- 
prefled.  It  was  calculated  to  ftrip 
off  the  poifonous  flilrt  with  which 
the  Flercules  of  the  conRitution 
was  in  veiled,  and  in  which  he  la- 
boured in  all  the  agonies  of  death. 
CEconomy  was  the  remedy  to  which 
we  muft  apply.  It  was  the  fovereiga 
fpecific,  by  which  we  might  yet  avert 
the  confequencesof  confumptive  de- 
cline. Thofewho  objefted  to  the  pre- 
fent bill  did  in  fa6l declare,  that  ccco- 
nomy  was  not  neceflary,  or  not  pro- 
per, and  that  corrupt  influence  ought 
to  be  maintained.  It  was  idle  and 
abfurd  to  difpute  the  exillence  of 
undue  influence,  which  could  not 
be  ferioufly  doubted  of,  by  any  man 
in  that  houfe.  It  had  been  the  infa- 
mous talk  of  the  mlnifters  to  bribe 
thofe  men  whom  they  could  not 
perfuade.  The  mad  and  ruinoiis 
American  war  had  exhaufled  our 
refources  ;  but  the  inflnuating  pow- 
ers of  corruption'  were  flill  employed 
to  induce  parliament  to  confent  to  a 
continuance  of  that  war.  Thofe 
men,  w4io  had  afted  without  fyftem. 
in  the  operations  of  government, 
had  been  both  ingenious  and  fuc- 
cefsful  in  the  management  of  par- 
liament. Such  was  now  the  ftate  of 
corruption,  that  no  man  could  live 
and  think  in  this  country,  without 
H  2  '  fuch 
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fuch  irrefragable  proofs  preifing  on 
his  feelings  every  moment,  as  mull 
neceffarily  convince  him,  however 
incredulous,  of  this  truth,  that  the 
influence  of  the  crown  had  enor- 
moutly  increafed  ;  and  that  man 
muft  be  under  an  extraordinary  de- 
lufion,  who  could  really  fuppofe, 
that  it  ought  not  to  be  diminilhed. 
As  to  the  prcfent  bill,  though  it 
was  calculated  to  remove  corrupt 
influence,  it  had  no  tendency  to 
leffen  the  honourable  power  ot  the 
crown.     If  the  fovereign   pofTefl'ed 


the  confidence,  and  the  love  of  hrs 
people  ;  if  he  and  they  were  bound 
together  by  the  bonds  of  fympa- 
thetic  regard  and  affeftion,  then  the 
crown  would  be  more  fplendid,  and 
pollefs  more  luflre  than  it  could 
poffibly  derive  from  parade  and 
pageantry. 

Several  other  gentleinen  fpoke  on 
both  fides  of  the  queftion,  and  Mr. 
Burke  himfelf  made  another  fpeech 
in  fupport  of  his  bill.  But,  after 
a  long  debate,  it  was  rejected  by  & 
majority  of  233  to  190. 


C    H    A     P.      IX. 


Debate  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  on  Motions  made  ly  Mr.  ShcrlHan^  relative 
to  the  Employ?nent  of  the  MHitiiry  in  the  SuppreJJion  of  Riots,  ivithout  Au- 
thority from  the  Ciinl  Magi/irate,  and  to  the  Police  of  the  City  of  Wefi- 
minfler.  A  Rcquijition  made  hy  the  Minifter^  for  upivards  of  Tv:enty-ont 
MilUo?is  for  the  Service  of  the  current  Tear.  The  RequiJitio?t  complied 
ivith.  Oppojition  made  in  both  Houfcs  to  the  Terms  of  the  Mi?iijle/s  Lffant. 
Prctejl  agaifi/i  it  in  the  Hoifc  of  Peers, 


'OWEVER  neceflary  might  be 
the  interference  of  the  mili- 
tary, in  the  fupprcflion  of  thofe 
daring  outrages  which  took  place  in 
the  metropolis  in  the  year  1780, 
there  were  many  who  conlidercd  the 
exertion  of  that  power,  without  any 
authority  from  the  civil  magiflrate, 
as  a  very  danierous  precedent ;  and 
who  were  folicitous  to  prevent  any 
ill  confequences  refulting  from  it 
in  future.  It  was  from  fuch  views 
as  thefe,  that,  on  the  ift  of  March, 
the  three  following  motions  wtrQ 
made  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
by  Mr.  Sheridan. 

I.  That  the  military  force  en- 
trufted  to  his  majeity  by  parliament, 
cannot  jufcifiably  be  applied  to  the 
dilperfing  illegal  and  tumultuous 
aflemblies  of  the  people,  without 
waiting  for  directions  from  the  civil 


magiftrates,  but  where  the  outrages 
have  broken  forth  with  fuch  vio- 
lence, that  all  civil  authority  is 
over-borne,  and  the  immediate  fub- 
veriion  of  all  legal  government  di- 
rectly threatened. 

2.  That  the  neceffity  of  iffuing 
that  unprecedented  order  to  the  mi- 
litary, on  the  7th  of  June  lall,  to 
a£i:  without  waiting  for  directions 
from  the  civil  magiftrates,  affords  a 
ftrong  prefum.ption  of  the  defective 
ftate  of  the  magifiracy  of  Weftmin- 
ftcr,  where  the  riots  began. 

3.  That  a  committee  be  appoint- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  conduft  of  the 
magifrracy  and  civil  power  of  the 
city  of  Weftminfter,  with  refpe^t  to 
the  riots  in  June,  17S0,  and  to  exa- 
mine and  report  to  this  houfe,  the 
preient  frate  of  the  magifiracy  and 
government  of  the  laid  citv. 


FOREIGN    HISTORY. 


lOf 


In  the  fpecch  by  which  he  intro- 
duced thefe  propofitions,  Mr.  She- 
ridan remarked,  that  the  police  of 
every  country  wns  an  object  ot  im- 
portance. In  a  dcipotic  country, 
»vhere  the  laws  were  reg"ulated  by 
the  will  of  the  fovereign,  the 
purpofc  of  the  police  was  to  give 
Gomfort  and  fecurity  to  the  fubjecT', 
and,  perhaps,  to  furnlfli  fecret  in- 
formation to  the  rulers.  But  in  a 
conlHtution  of  liberty,  like  that  of 
England,  it  was  the  duty  and  the 
objc(^t  of  the  people  to  prefer  the  ef- 
fcntials  of  freedom  to  the  comforts 
of  eale  ;  and  they  were  not  to  pur- 
chafe  internal  protettion  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  (lavery.  It  was  not  a  dead 
and  llavifli  quiet ;  it  was  not  a  paf- 
fivccalm  and  fubmifllon  that  were  the 
ultimate  objefts  ot  police  in  fuch  a 
flate  ;  but  as  much  good  order  as  was 
confiftent  with  the  a£live,  bufy,  and 
buiUing  genius  of  liberty.  They  were 
not  to  be  awed  into  fubmiihon  by  a 
military  force,  dependent  on  the  will 
of  one  man,  to  whom  they  delegat- 
ed their  power  ;  nor  to  conftitute  a 
police,  which  only  could  derive 
maintenance  and  efteet  by  the  inter- 
vention of  arms.  It  was  for  this 
purpofe  that  the  legillature  of  Great 
Britain  prudently  and  wifely  cflab- 
liflied  a  military  power  only  for  the 
duration  of  one  year,  or  rather  they 
fufpended  the  illegality  of  the  mili- 
tary power  for  a  year.  It  was  for  this 
that  they  would  intruft  no  permanent 
and  durable  military  force  in  the 
hands  of  the  crown,  but  prefcrvcd 
to  themfelves  the  fecurity  of  efcape, 
whenever  that  force  fliould  be 
miiapplied  to  objefts  for  which  it 
was  not  deligned.  As  to  the  police 
of  VVeftminfter,  its  wretched  Hate 
was  too  well  known  to  require  any 
particular  dcfcription.  Its  weaknefs 
and  inefficacy  were  too  feverely  felt, 
at  a  late  dreadful  period,  to  be  de- 
pended on  ia  future.    To  th.it  we 


were  to  afcribe  the  riots  and  the 
outrages  that  had  broken  forth  in 
the  preceding  June,  and  which  had 
raged  without  controul  for  many 
days.  To  that  we  were  to  afcribe 
the  order  which  had  been  ifTued  to 
the  military,  toacft  without  waiting 
for  orders  from  the  civil  power. 
To  that  we  were  to  afcribe  the 
eilablilhment  of  military  power  in 
this  country  for  four  months,  and 
its  being  extended  to  every  part  of 
the  country.  It  was  the  police  of 
Weftminiler  that  had  given  rife  to 
all  thefe  calamities  and  alarms  ;  and 
yet  not  one  meafure  had  been  taken, 
nor  one  attempt  made,  to  correal:  the 
police,  or  to  prevent  a  repetition  of 
the  fame  dangers.  He  was  aware,  that 
it  might  be  fald,  that  if  the  negli- 
gence and  incapacity  of  the  civil  pow- 
er of  Weftminfter  had  contributed  fo 
much  to  thefe  evils,  the  fame  impu- 
tation ought  to  be  thrown  upon  the 
magiftracy  of  the  city  of  London  ; 
fince  the  tumults  had  reigned  with 
equal  impunity  in  that  city,  and 
with  equal  confequences.  'I'o  this 
he  could  only  fay,  that  he  could  not 
forger,  for  a  moment,  that  the  tu- 
mults began  in  the  city  of  Weftmin- 
fter  ;  that  there  they  had  their  fmall 
beginnings,  and  that  there  they 
might  have  been  checked  with  lei's 
exertion,  than  in  the  fubfequent 
progrefs  of  their  accumulating  force. 
But  the  fuccefs  of  the  riots  in  the 
city  of  London  had  been  afcribed  to 
the  want  of  conduft  and  courage  in 
the  chief  magiftrate.  It  was  to  him, 
and  not  to  the  civil  power  in  general 
of  the  city,  that  the  blame  was 
given.  But  however  cenfurable 
might  have  been  the  behaviour  of 
the  lord-mayor  of  London,  the  lord- 
lieutenant  of  the  county  ot  Middle- 
fex  mull  have  been  at  leall:  equall)r 
criminal.  He  was  inverted  with  the 
important  truft  of  appointing  and  rsp 
gulating  the  civil  power  of  the  coun- 
H  3  ^Yf 
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ty,  and  it  was  his  duty  to  fee  that 
the  magiftrates  and  the  officers, 
whom  he  had  put  into  the  commlf- 
iion,  did  their  duty  to  their  country; 
and  if  they  did  not,  he  ought  to 
have  colleitcd  them  together,  to 
have  appointed  them  their  ftaiions, 
and  to  have  put  them  into  aftive 
employment.  But  without  farther 
jnvefligating  that  matter,  it  was  pro- 
per to  inquire,  why,  after  the  me- 
lancholy experience  that  we  had  had 
of  the  wretched  (late  of  the  police, 
I50  meafures  had  been  adopted  to 
put  it  on  a  more  refpeftable  footing  ? 
Had  no  attempt  been  made  to  eilab- 
lifli  fome  more  efteftual  fyilem  of 
police,  in  order  that  we  might  dill 
depend  on  the  remedy  of  the  bayo- 
net ;  and  that  the  military  power 
might  be  called  in  to  the  aid  of 
contrived  vveaknefs,  and  deliberate 
inattention  ?  It  might,  perhaps,  be 
the  wifii  of  fome,  that  the  fubjcft 
might  be  familiarized  to  the  em- 
ployment of  the  military  in  the  fup- 
prclfion  of  riots  ;  and  that,  upon 
occafions  lefs  alarming  than  the  lafl, 
they  might  refort  again  to  the  fame 
remedy. 

It  might  be  urged,  he  farther  ob- 
ferved,  in  juftincation  of  govern- 
ment for  the  orders  Vvhich  they  had 
lately  iffued,  that  they  believed  the 
fubliitution  of  the  military  to  be  a 
fafe,  eafy,  and  conftitutional  mea- 
fure,  in  all  cafes  of  tumult  and  riot. 
He  would  not  attempt  to  go  into  any 
ferious  invelligation  of  this  argu- 
ment, but  only  alTert,  that  if  it 
were  true,  that,  in  cafes  of  extreme 
danger,  fuch  a  remedy  might  be 
fafe,  e.tfy,  and  conftitutional,  ftill 
it  would  be  improper  to  be  acknow- 
ledged by  parliament  ;  for  what 
raight  be  legally  done,  would  be 
4one  oftener.  He  wifned  to  fee  a 
l)ill  of  indemnity  pafs,  by  which 
^he  quelHon  vyould  be  eitabliflied  on 


its  proper  balls,  and  the  people 
would  have  the  confidence  of  know- 
ing, that  though  the  late  interfer- 
ence was  falutary,  it  was  unconfti- 
tutional.  If  he  wanted  any  addi- 
tional reafon  to  convince  him.  oi  the 
danger  of  leaving  fuch  a  power  in 
the  hands  of  the  crown,  a  circum- 
(lance  which  occurred  in  the  other 
lioufe,  at  the  opening  of  the  feffion, 
would  give  him  the  mod  convincing 
proof  or  the  neceffity  of  deciding  on 
the  doftrine.  This  was,  that  his 
majefiy  was  praifed  and  exalted  for 
not  having  acled,  in  that  hour  of 
horror  and  ccnfuficn,  like  the  king 
of  Sweden,  in  directing  his  arms 
againft  the  liberties  of  the  country. 
This  was  an  expreffion  fo  alarming 
in  its  nature,  fo  threatening,  and 
fo  formidable,  that  he  could  not 
help  thinking  it  incumbent  on  the 
houfe  to  refcue  the  country  from  a 
fufpiclon  fo  dreadful.  What  !  was 
it  in  his  majtfty's  power,  at  that 
moment,  to  have  trampled  on  the 
liberties  oi  the  country,  and  to  have 
introduced  military  government  in 
the  place  of  the  prefent  coniHtu- 
tion  ?  Was  that  the  crifis,  when 
this  might  have  been  eftabliflied, 
when  the  minds  of  the  people  were 
lofl  in  terror  and  confulion  ?  No  ; 
that  was  not  the  moment  of  danger  ; 
the  crilis  was,  when,  after  the  inter- 
ference of  the  military  power,  the 
chief  juftice  of  England  faid  that  it 
was  legal,  and  afierted,  that  the 
military  aifed  not  as  foldiers  but  as 
citizens  ;  and  when  this  declaration 
was  not  objefted  to  by  a  fpecific  re- 
folution  of  parliament,  but  bore  the 
teftimony  of  general  acqiiiefcence. 
That  was  the  moment  when  the  li- 
berties of  the  people  were  in  danger; 
nnd  if  it  did  give  the  opportunity  to 
the  crown,  the  opportunity  ftill 
exifred.  The  power  claimed,  of 
employing  the  military  without  the 
concL^r= 
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concurrence  of  the  civil  power,  had 
been  aircrtcd,  in  fome  inflances  at 
leall,  without  a  caufe.  The  dan- 
ger was  confined  to  the  metropolis  ; 
why  then  was  the  order  extend- 
ed io  every  part  of  the  kingdom  ? 
Or  granting  that  it  was  neccUary  to 
extend  it,  why  continue  it  for  four 
months  ?  If  this  doftrine  were  to 
be  hiid  down,  that  the  crown  could 
give  orders  to  the  military  to  inter- 
fere, where,  when,  and  for  what 
length  of  time  it  pleafed,  then  we 
might  bid  farewel  to  freedom.  If 
this  were  the  law,  we  fliould  then 
be  reduced  to  a  military  government 
of  the  very  worlt  fpecies,  in  which 
we  fliould  have  all  the  evils  of  a  de- 
fpotic  ftate,  without  its  difcipline, 
or  fecLirlty.  But  we  were  given 
to  underiland,  that  we  had  the  beil 
protection  againll  this  evil  in  the 
virtue,  the  moderation,  and  the 
conftitutional  principles  of  the  fove- 
reign.  However  highly  he  might 
think  of  the  virtues  and  modera- 
tion of  the  king,  he  trufted  that 
this  was  a  fpecies  of  liberty  which 
would  never  difgrace  an  Englifh 
foil.  The  liberty  that  refted  on 
the  virtuous  inclinations  of  any 
one  man,  was  but  fufpended  de- 
fporifm  :  the  fword  was  not  indeed 
upon  their  necks,  but  it  hung  by 
the  fmall  brittle  thread  ot  human 
will. 

The  motions  made  by  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan were  fcconded  by  Mr.  Fitz pa- 
trick,  who  obferved,  that  himfelf, 
as  well  as  the  military  profeffion  in 
general,  to  which  he  had  the  ho- 
nour to  belong,  would  thank  the 
honourable  gentleman  tor  bringing 
on  the  bulinefs,  and  clearing  up  a 
dodtrine,  which  gave  them  much 
pain  and  uneafinefs.  They  were  an- 
xious to  have  the  queiVion  brought 
to  a  decifion,  that  it  might  remain 
»o  longer  in  doubt  and  perplexity. 


If  the  military  were  to  be  employed 
againif  their  fellow-citizens,  with- 
out waiting  for  the  orders  of  the 
civil  power,  he  fnovild  no  longer 
wifli  to  belong  to  a  profellion  lb 
dangerous  and  fatal  to  the  liberties 
of  his  country.  At  the  fame  time, 
he  faid,  the  juftices  of  Middlefex 
were  too  eager  to  call  in  the  military 
power.  On  every  little  occafion 
they  reforted  to  this  defperate  re- 
medy ;  and  found,  in  the  afliftance 
of  the  military,  a  ready  excufe  for 
the  want  of  their  own  exertion  and 
aftivity.  He  exprefled  his  indigna- 
tion at  the  exprellions  which  had 
been  made  ufe  of  in  the  other 
houfe,  in  which  the  fovereign 
was  applauded  tor  his  moderation 
in  not  having  employed  the  mili- 
tary to  enilave  the  nation.  To  fup- 
pofe  that  the  military  would  affiil 
in  overiurning  the  conftitution,  if 
the  monarch  required  it,  v/as  a  libel 
on  the  profeiuon.  Gould  he  believe 
fuch  an  opinion  well  tounded,  he 
Vvoulu  think  bis  character  as  an  ofH- 
cer  difgraceful,  and  would  hold  it 
no  longer.  He  earneftly  recom- 
mended to  the  houfe  the  conlidera- 
tion  of  the  bulinefs,  and  truftedthat 
fome  mode  would  be  eftabliflied,  to 
put  the  police  of  VVeflminfler  on  fo 
refpectable  a  footing,  as  to  render 
the  interference  of  the  military,  in 
cafes  of  riot,  unneceiiiiry. 

Mr.  Mansfield,  the  Iblicitor-ge- 
neral,  oppofed  the  motions  ;  and 
faid,  that  he  thought  it  quite  unne- 
cclfary  to  touch  upon  fuchqueftions 
as  thofe  decided  on  in  the  firft  refo- 
lution  propofed,  becaufe  he  could 
not  recolle£l  one  inftance  wherein 
the  legiflature  had  by  name  intro- 
duced the  military  into  any  civil  re- 
gvilations  ;  the  power  of  fuppreffing 
commotions  was  left  entirely  to  the 
magiftracy,  without  any  exprefs 
provifion  for  military  affiitance'; 
K  4  and 
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and  therefore  It  was  befl:  not  to  form 
abftra£t  opinions  into  refolutions  of 
the  houfe,  but  to  leave  the  vindica- 
tion of  nninifters,  for  calling  in  the 
foldiery,  to  relt  as   ic  had  hitherto 
done,  on  the  neceffity  of  the  cafe.  He 
thought  the  complaint,  which  had 
been   urged  againfi:  the  meafure  in 
queftJon,    peculiarly     unreafonable, 
feecaufe   the  behaviour  of  the  mili- 
tary had  been  meritorious  in  the  ex- 
treme.    No  inrtance  of  cruelty  or 
inlolence  had  been  or  could  be  pro- 
duced,   nor  had    they    abufed    the 
power    committed    to    them    in    a 
iingle  inftancc.     On    the  contrary, 
if    their    behaviour    had     been    in 
any  refpe£l   exceptionable,    it   was 
in    being  too  paffive    at   firft,    and 
waiting  too  tenacioufly  for  the  au- 
thority of  the   civil    magiftratc    to 
direftthem.     Their  interference  he 
fhould  entirely   conlider  as  that  of 
citizens,  anxious  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  public  order ;    and  in  that 
character  the  employing  them  was 
furely  unexceptionable.     This  doc- 
trine had  been  brought  in  difpute, 
he   thought,    very  abfurdly,     fince 
nothing   in    his   opinion   could    be 
more  clear  and  diftinft,  than  that 
every  man  in  this  country,  foldler 
as  well  as  citizen,  was   bound,  by 
his  obligations  to  the  community, 
to  protect  the  propeitv  and  the  lives 
of  his  neighbours  againft  violence 
and    outrage.      Therefore,      when 
they  faw  any  aft  of  felony  commit- 
ting or  committed,  thev  were  called 
upon  to  aifiil  the  opprelled  ;  and  if 
they  could  not  prevent  the  felony 
withour  making  ufe  of  force,  they 
were  bound  by  their  allegiance  to 
refort  to  that  force.     There  was  no 
dillnftion  between  citizen  and  fol- 
djer  in  this  refpeft  ;  their  duties  in 
this  view  were  the  fame,  and  their 
jullificatioft  \vpuld  alfo  be  equal  :  it 


would  depend  entirely  on  the  nccef- 
lity  of  the  cale. 

Mr.  Thomas  Townfhend  declared 
himfelf  to  be   firmly   and  fully    of 
opinion,  that  on  account  ot  the  late 
extraordinary    interpolition    of    the 
military,  an  indemnity  bill  was  ne- 
celTary  to  the  chara6ler  of  the  mini- 
fter,  as  well  as  to  the  fecurity  of  the 
fubject.     After    the  riot  about  the 
gin  aft,  there  was  an  indemnity  aft 
pafled  ;     and    it.  had    always    been 
thought    by  conftitutional    men    to 
be  neccffary,  in  order  that  the  ille- 
gality   of  employing    the    military 
might  be  recognized  by  parliament. 
With  refpeft  to  the  firft  of  the  mo- 
tions now  before  the  houfe,  he  ob- 
ferved  that  fotne  gentlemen  were  of 
opinion,  that  it  was  imprudent,  and 
might  be  dangerous,  to  bring  any 
great    conftltutional    queltion    into 
agitation  in  the  prefent  limes.  There 
was  certainly  much  ground  for  this 
opinion  ;  and    every  real  triend  to 
the  rights  of  the  people  would  rather 
wi(h  to  have  many   refolutions,  oti 
fubjefts  moil:  fiicred  to  liberty,  and 
to  the  prefervation   of  the  conftitu- 
tion,  left  as  they  were  framed  and 
fupported    by    our    anceftors,    than 
bring  them  into  agitation  now,  when 
they  might  receive  much  injury,  but 
could  hardly  obtain  any  new  accef- 
fion  ot  ilrength.      However,  as  the 
honourable    gentleman,     who    had 
given  rife  to  the  prefent  debate,  had 
Hated   a  propofiticn  to  the    houfe, 
highly  proper  in  itfelf,  and  perfeftly 
conflitutional,  he  hoped  the  houfe 
would  adopt  it,    and  not  by  a  re- 
jeftion  give  the  colour  for  an  afler- 
tion,  that  they  thought  the  propofi- 
tion  wrong,  or  that  they  were  of  a 
different  opinion. 

Lord  North  then  rofe,  and  faid, 
that  the  minifters  had  feveral  reafons 
for  entertaining  no  idea  or  intention 
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of  applying  to  parliament  for  an  aft 
of  indemnity,  on  account  of  the  iife 
that  had  been  made  of  the  military 
in  the  fupprcffion  of  the  late  riots. 
In  the  lirlt  place,  an  act  of  indemni- 
ty, in  his  conception,  was  only  ne- 
ceflary  where  one  individual  was  li- 
able to  a  pr^jfecution  from  having 
done  another  an  injury,  by  an  act 
which  had  neverchclefs  been  produc- 
tive of  the  greateit  public  utility. 
It  Ibmetimes  happened,  that  in  the 
accidental  conlequences  ot  thofe 
r^reat  political  meafures,  which, 
from  the  emergency  of  the  particu- 
lar crifis,  were  neceffarily  to  be 
adopted,  without  the  knowledge  or 
confent  of  parliament,  fome  particu- 
lar citizen  might  fullain  coniider- 
able  injury  ;  and  as  the  minifter  had 
exceeded  law  in  the  execution  of  the 
meafure  which  had  produced  this 
injury,  the  fuffering  man  could  have 
a  legal  aftion  againft  the  miniller, 
and  might  recover  damages  in  a 
court  of  juftlce.  In  fuch  inftances, 
therefore,  it  was  neceffary  for  the 
author  of  fuch  a  meafure  to  have 
recourfe  to  parliament,  to  fecure 
him  againil:  the  ftigma  and  inconve- 
niencies  which  would  attend  a  con- 
vidion  in  a  court  ot  iuftice  ;  and  it 
had  been  the  uniform  practice  of 
parliament  to  grant  thefe  indem- 
nifications with  alacrity  and  plea- 
fure  :  but,  in  the  prefent  in  (lance, 
what  individual  was  there  who 
could  pretend  to  have  fuftained  an 
injury  ?  ,  In  protefting  the  lives, 
and  fecuring  the  property  of  his  ma- 
jefty's  fubjffts,  he  felt  no  apprehen- 
fion  of  a  profecution.  If  any  fuch  in- 
ftance  fliould  occur,  then,  and  not 
till  then,  would  he  apply  to  parlia- 
ment ;  for  it  was  never  too  late  to 
fupplicate  their  patronage  ;  and  to 
fhield  himfelf  againft  the  effects  of 
fuch  aflault.  Another  reafon  why 
tie  had  yet  folicited  no  indemnity 


was  this,  that  fo  long  as  parliament 
were  t]uiet  as  to  his  condu6t,  he  re- 
quired none.  They  had  it  in  their 
power  to  impeach  him  ;  if  they 
did  not,  that  was  his  indemnity ; 
and  he  was  perfectly  content  with 
the  tacit  implicatiorv  of  protedion 
which  they  had  hitherto,  by  their 
forbearance,  afforded  him,  and  he 
doubted  not  would  continue  to  af- 
ford him.  There  was  Hill  another 
circumilance  which  had  prevented 
his  application  to  parliament  on  this 
fubjeft,  and  that  was,  a  full  and 
perfect  confcioufnefs  that  he  had 
done  his  duty,  and  no  more  than  his 
duty  ;  that  he  therefore  had  no  oc- 
calion  for  an  indemnification  ;  for 
the  proper  execution  of  duty  requir- 
ed none.  Neceffity  fuperfeded  all 
law,  and  conftituted  law.  Where 
that  exifted,  illegality  was  nonfenfe  : 
there  could  be  no  illegality  then, 
properly  confidered  ;  for  the  firftof 
all  laws  inhered  in  fuch  inftances, 
and  juftified  what  it  produced. 
Would  any  man  ferioully  contend, 
that  the  dreadful  tumults  in  June 
laft  had  not  conlHtuted  a  neceffity  ? 
If  they  had,  the  remedy  that  was 
applied,  however  illegal  under  dif- 
ferent circum.frances,  and  under  dif* 
ferent  circumllances  he  admitted  it 
to  be  To,  ceafed  to  defcrve  that  ap- 
pellation, and  became  as  perfectly 
conftitucional,  as  any  act  could  be 
under  any  poffible  fuppofition  or 
fituatlon  whatever.  The  princi- 
pal objeft  of  the  firlt  motion  now 
before  the  houfe,  appeared  to  be, 
to  regulate  and  define  the  circum- 
llances under  which,  and  which  on- 
ly, it  fliould  be  proper  and  legal  to 
recur  to  the  military  power.  An 
attempt  of  this  nature  was,  in  his 
eftimation,  perfedly  impracticable. 
There  could  be  no  definition  com- 
prehenfive  enough  to  include  all  the 
poffible  variety  of  cafes  which  migh't 
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occur  ;  and  what  would  be  the  con- 
fequencc,  if  an  inftance  fliouhi  hap- 
pen not  embraced  in  the  defcription, 
but  this,  that  there  would  be  an 
unavoidable  timidity  in  the  execu- 
tive power,  and  the  effects  ot  any 
tumult  might  extend  to  a  degree  fa- 
tal to  the  conftitution  and  exiftence 
of  the  country.  Bat  where  would 
gentlemen  choofe  to  have  the  power 
repofed,  of  preventing  improper  ap- 
plications of  the  military  ?  Surely 
not  in  better  hands  than  it  now  was ; 
for  this  power  was  in  the  pofTeffion 
of  parliament.  Nothing  could  juT- 
tify  the  introduftion  of  this  power, 
but  necelfity  ;  and  the  parliament 
always  had  the  right  of  enquiring 
into  the  nature  and  degree  of  that 
neceffity.  If  it  was  made  a  faife 
plea,  then  they  could  punifh  the 
authors  of  it ;  if  not,  nothing  ille- 
gal had  been  committed,  and  the 
liberties  and  conllitution  ot  the 
people  remained  untouched  and  un- 
infringed. 

Sir  George  Savile  particularly 
oppofed  the  doctrines  that  had  been 
advanced  by  the  folicitor-general. 
He  conlidered  them,  he  faid,  as 
highly  dangerous  to  the  conftitu- 
tion,  becaufe  their  tendency  was 
to  difguife  that  great  fource  of  dan- 
ger, that  conftant  objeft  of  terror, 
to  every  man  who  valued  conltitu- 
tional  liberty,  a.  {landing  army. 
Soldiers,  we  were  told,  were  to  be 
confidered  as  citizens  in  common 
with  other  fubjefts  ;  three  or  four 
of  them  were  formed  into  a  file,  to 
thefe  others  were  added,  and  they 
were  then  lengthened  and  deepened 
into  columns  and  battalions  ;  but 
they  were  ftill  to  be  confidered 
merely  as  citizens,  pcrfec'itly  harm- 
lefy  to  the  conftitution.  No  danger 
whatever,  we  were  informed,  was 
to  be  apprehended  from  employing 
them  in  fervices,  in  wh'^^h  the  voice 


of  the  ancient  law,  and  the  policy 
of  our  moll  virtuous  ancellurs,  had 
guarded  moft  anxioufly  againft  their 
being  employed.  Admitting  the 
quibble  for  a  moment,  he  faid,  that 
fuch  doflrine  might  be  law,  with 
refpeft  to  the  interpofition  of  one 
fingle  individual,  would  the  learned 
gentleman,  who  had  that  day  main- 
tained this  opinion  in  the  houfe, 
farther  contend,  that  there  was  no 
difference  between  one  man's  inter- 
fering, admitting  that  one  man  to 
be  a  foldier,  and  a  regular  body  be- 
ing called  upon  by  the  king  to  aft, 
under  the  command  of  his  officers,  i 
and  to  execute  his  pu»"pofes  ?  The 
learned  gentleman  knew  this  to  be 
an  unconllitutional  doclrine ;  and, 
therefore,  when  he  advanced  it  there, 
he  muft  be  prefumed  to  have  had 
recourfe  to  fome  fuch  perfonal  bi- 
feftion  as  was  referred  to  in  his  doc- 
trine, refpefting  the  fimie  men  being 
confidered  both  as  citizens  and  fol- 
diers ;  and  accordingly  he  had  given 
this  opinion,  not  as  a  lawyer,  but 
as  a  member  of  parliament  only* 
Sir  George  doubted  whether  it  had 
been  prudent,  as  matters  now  Hood, 
to  introduce  the  prefent  bufinels  in- 
to parliament  ;  but  as  it  was  fairly 
before  the  houfe,  the  miniftry  ought 
to  be  very  cautious  how  they  pro- 
ceeded concerning  it ;  they  ought 
to  be  the  more  wary,  becaufe  if  they 
negatived  the  propofition  which  had 
been  made  to  them,  they  would  in 
all  probability  excite  fufi^lclons  and 
opinions  very  injurious  to  the  liber- 
ties of  their  country,  and  to  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  confiitution.  After 
fome  farther  debate,  Mr.  Sheridan 
withdrew  his  firft  motion  :  his  fe- 
cond  was  rejecled,  upon  a  dlvifion, 
by  a  majority  of  171  to  94  ;  and 
his  third  was  negatived  without  a 
divifion. 

On  the  7th  of  the  monrh,   the 
houib 
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houfe  having  refolded  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  ways  and   means,  the 
iiiinilter  exp'-eltrd  his  concern,  that 
the  verv  git-:it:  exigencies  of  the  ftate 
had  rendered  it  necellary  to  launch 
out  into  exuenccb  fo  far  exceedinjj 
the  ordinary  revenue  of  the  kinu- 
dom,    as    tno'.e  which  had  already 
been  vo;ed,  and  ftili  remained  to  be 
voted  for  the  fervice  of  the  current 
year.     He  was  ibrry  to  add,  that  a 
very  conhderable  fum,  included  in 
the  preiVnt  fupply,  arofe  from  a  de- 
ficiency in  the  taxes  for  the  laft  '<ind 
preceding  yeai^i.     Yet  he  was  glad 
that  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  inform 
the  houie,    ihat  he   (hould  provide 
fuch  taxes  for  the  payment  of  the 
new  loan,  as  would  Ipare  him  the 
dilagreeable    taOc    of  taking    here- 
after fiom   the  linking  fund.     But 
he  deferred,  for  a  lew  d.ivs,  ftating 
the   new  taxes   to  the  houfe.     His 
lordlliip  moved,  "  That  towards  the 
fupply  gr:inted  to   his  majeliy,  tlie 
Htm    of  twelve  millions  ihould   be 
railed  by  a  loan,  and  480,000!.  by 
way  of  lottery."     He  explained  to 
thb    houle   the  terms    of    his  loan, 
which  he  adm'tted  to  be  a  very  hard 
bargain  for  the   public  ;    but  faid, 
that  the  neceiiity  of  borrowing  on 
fuch    difadvantageous  terms,    arofe 
from   the    low    ftate  of  our   public 
funds.     He  computed  that  the  army 
extraordinaries    would    amount    to 
about  3,400,0001.     The  whole  fum 
required  tor  the  fervice  of  the  year 
would   be    in)wards    of  twenty-one 
millions.     By  exchequer    bills    he 
propofed  toraile  3,500,000!.  which, 
with  the  land  and  malt  taxes,  link- 
ing fund,  and  a  loan  of  twelve  mil- 
lions,   would    make  a   conliderable 
fum  more  than  was  requilite  for  the 
neceilary    fupplies,    and  from   that 
Qverplus   he  propofed  to  pay  off  a 
part  of  the  navy  debt. 

Mr.  Fox  objeded  to  the  terms  of 


the  loan,  which  he  confidered  as  fo 
difadvantageous  to  the  public,  that 
the  minifter  was  highly   rcprehen- 
fible  for  complying  with  rhem.   But, 
independently  of  the  Itrong  objecf  ions 
he  felt  to  the  loan,  as  aquelHon  of 
finance,  and  a  maiter  of  occonomy, 
he  felt  it  to  be  ftiil  more  important 
when  confidered  in  a  political  view. 
The  profit  on  the  propofed  loan,  in 
every  way  that  he  had  been  able  to 
take    it,  and  fubjecl  to   every   pro- 
bable contingency,  was  nine   hun- 
dred   thoufaiid    pounds ;     and    this 
large  fum  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
miniiler,  to  be  granted  in  douceurs 
to  the  members   of  that   houfe  as 
compenfations  for  the  expence  of  an 
eledion,  or  for  any  other  purpofe 
of   corrupt  influence  which    might 
fuic  his  views.     Mr,  Fox  alfo  objeft- 
ed  to  the  lottery  that  was  propofed  ; 
and  obfcrved,  that  of  all  the  difter- 
ent  fpecies  of  gaming,  that  ot  lotte- 
ries .was  the  moli  dangerous  and  de- 
ftruciive  to  the  people  at  large.     He 
therefore    moved,    that   the    latter 
part  of  the  miniiier's  motion  refpecl- 
ing  the  lottery,  fliould  be  omitted. 

Mr.  Pulteney  declared  it  to  be 
his  opinion,  that  the  terms  of  the 
loan  were  extremely  bad,  and  the 
douceur  extravagantly  high.  •  It 
amounted,  he  faid,  to  upwards  of 
nine  per  cent,  which  mull  have  a 
very  ill  effedt  on  the  price  of  ths 
funds,  and  encourage  very  extrava- 
gant expetlations  on  future  loans. 
The  lottery  was  alfo  oppofed  by 
lord  Mahon,  Mr.  Hulfey,  and  Mr. 
Bvng  ;  but  the  motion,  as. originally 
propofed  by  the  minifter,  was  car- 
ried by  a  majority  of  i6g  to  in. 
The  report  of  the  committee  was  af- 
terwards agreed  to  by  the  houfe, 
though  not  without  fome  farther 
oppolition,  particularly  from  Sir 
George  Savile,  who  fpoke  very 
ifrongly  againit  the  lottery,  and 
warmly 
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warmly  reprehended  the  whole  tran- 
fa(5tion,  rcfpefting  the  loan,  as 
Ihameful  and  profligate.  In  the 
toufe  of  peers,  when  a  motion  was 
made  for  the  third  reading  of  the 
loan-bill,  the  marquis  of  Rocking- 
Jiam  maintained,  that  the  loan  to 
which  their  lordlhips  were  going  to 
give  a  fanftion,  by  palTmg  that  bill, 
was  one  of  the  moll:  corrupt  in  its 
formation,  the  moft  fliameful  in  its 
progrefs,  and  as  far  as  the  conl'e- 
quences  could  be  fuppofed  to  ex- 
tend, the  moft  injurious  to  the 
public  that  could  poffibly  be  con- 
ceived. He  afl'erted,  that,  accord- 
ing to  the  miniiler's  terms,  and 
which  were  now  to  be  ratified 
by  parliament,  the  profit  given 
to  the  fubfcribers  for  the  loan  of 
twelve  millions  amounted  to  the 
enormous  fum  of  nearly  ten  per 
cent,  or  one  million  two  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  premium,  befides 
an  ufurious  Intereft  of  five  and  a 
half  per  cent^  in  perpetuity.  His 
lordflrip  added,  that  he  did  not 
doubt  but  this  meafure  originated  in 
neceffity  :  he  meant  miniflerial  ne- 
ceffity  ;  for  notwithllanding  the  nu- 
merous places,  penfions,  contracts, 
and  every  other  fpecies  of  influence, 
in  the  gift  or  difpofal  of  the  mini- 
iler,  notwithllanding  the  laft  efteft 
of  a  weak  and  unpopular  admini- 
llration,  he  meant  the  lavifli  hand 
with  which  honours  were  conferred^ 


upon  all  fizes  and  defcriptions  of 
perfons  ;  yet  fuch  was  the  folly,  fuch 
the  madnefs,  nay,  he  might  add, 
fuch  was  the  wlckednefs  of  the  mea- 
fures  of  government,  that  the  mi- 
nifter  found  himfelf  compelled  to 
refort  to  this  fliameful  walk  of  pub- 
lic money,  to  bring  to  his  ftandard 
the  corruptible  part  of  his  oppo- 
nents, and  to  fix  and  perfuadc  the 
wavering  and  doubtful  among  his 
friends.  He  concluded  with  ob- 
ferving,  that  he  thought  it  an  nA  of 
duty  to  teftify  his  total  difapproba- 
tion  of  a  loan,  which,  at  a  time  of 
fuch  public  calamity  as  the  prefent, 
when  the  utmoft  ceconomy  became 
neceflTary,  wantonly  and  corruptly 
laviflied  at  leaft  a  million  fl:erling  ; 
and  that,  in  his  apprehenhon, 
merely  for  the  purpofe  of  influ- 
encing or  bribing  the  reprefentatives 
of  the  nation,  in  parliament,  to 
give  their  countenance  and  fupport 
to  the  continuance  of  a  moif  wicked, 
impolitic,  and  ruinous  war.  No 
reply  v,'as  made  to  this  charge  by 
the  lords  in  adminillration :  the 
bill,  however,  pafled  ;  but  a  vigo- 
rous protell  againtl;  the  loan,  as  im- 
provident in  its  terms,  corrupt  in. 
its  operation,  and  partial  in  its  di- 
ibibutlon,  was  entered  in  the  jour- 
nals of  the  houfe,  ligned  by  the 
marquis  of  Rockingham,  the  duke 
of  Portland,  andfeveral  other  peers. 


C  ^  A  P. 
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CHAP.        X. 

Debate  in  the  Houfc  of  Peers  on  the  Increafc  of  Popery.  Delate  in  the  Hoiife 
of  Commons  on  the  ContraBors  Bill.  The  Bill  rejected,  on  a  Divifton. 
Debate  on  the  Bill  for  reflraining  Revenue  Officers  from  voting  at  the 
Ele£lions  of  Members  of  Parliament.  The  Bill  reje^ed.  Debate  on  a 
Motion  of  Mr.  Minchin,  relative  to  the  State  of  the  Navy.  Debate  on  a 
Motion  of  Sir  George  Savile,  that  a  fele^  Committee  Jhould  be  appointed^ 
in  order  to  irujuire  into  the  Circumjlances  of  the  Loan. 


TH  E  apprehenfions  which  had 
been  entertained  by  fome 
perfons  in  the  kingdom  relative  to 
the  increal'e  of  popery,  and  which 

fave  rife  to  the  eftabli'ftiment  of  the 
'roteftant  affociation  in  the  pre- 
ceding year,  were  not  entirely  con- 
fined to  the  lower  orders  of  the 
people  :  for  on  the  19th  of  March, 
Earl  Ferrers  ftood  up  in  his  place, 
in  the  houfe  of  peers,  and  made  fe- 
deral obfervations  on  the  increafe  of 
Roman  Catholics  in  England,  which 
he  reprefented  to  be  alarming.  That 
they  were  inci'eafed,  he  endeavoured 
to  prove,  from  the  comparifon  of 
three  different  computations  made 
at  three  different  periods.  In  17:7, 
he  faid,  the  number  of  papifts  in 
the  diocefe  of  Chefter,  upon  a  fair 
calculation,  was  10,000;  in  1767, 
upon  a  fimilar  eftimate,  they  had 
arifen  to  2j,oco;  and  according  to 
the  late  computation,  made  by  the 
direcYion  of  parliament,  they  amount- 
ed to  upwards  of  27,000.  His  lord- 
fliip  thought,  that  it  was  fair  to  a'"- 
gue  from  this  particular  diilrift  to 
the  kingdom  in  general,  and  there- 
fore concluded,  that  the  number  of 
Roman  Catholics,  upon  the  whole, 
mud  have  been  increafed  more 
than  double  within  the  period  men- 
tioned. He  coniidered  this  as  fo 
dangerous  to  the  religious  eilablifh- 
ment,  and  domeftic  fecurity  of  this 
country,  that,  with  the  permlffion 


of  their  lordfliips,  he  would  bring 
in  a  bill  for  (lopping  the  increafe  o£ 
fo  growing  an  evil,  and  particularly 
for  impofmg  fome  fevere  penalties 
upon  any  attempts  on  the  part  of 
papifts  to  make  converts  to  their 
faith  ;  and  likewife  ftridlly  to  pro- 
hibit their  teaching  in  fchools  of 
any  denomination.  If  the  fenfe  of 
the  houfe  was  with  him,  he  meant 
to  move,  that  their  lord(hips  fliould 
be  fummoned  on  a  future  day, 
for  the  purpofe  of  refolving  the 
houfe  into  a  committee,  to  con- 
fider  of  certain  propofitions,  calcu- 
lated to  reftrain  the  farther  growths 
of  popery  within  this  kingdom.  He 
trufted,  than  their  lordfliips  would 
give  him  the  credit  he  defer ved, 
when  he  afTured  them,  that  his  mo- 
tives were  not  founded  in  a  falfe 
zeal,  or  intolerant  fpirit;  in  any 
inclination  to  opprefs  or  to  perfecute. 
So  far  from  it,  that  he  was  clearly 
of  opinion,  that  many  of  the  laws 
now  in  being  were  both  cruel  and 
impolitic ;  and,  indeed,  this  was 
the  reafon  that  the  whole  code  was 
become  a  dead  letter.  It  was  In 
order  to  ftrike  out  a  middle  path, 
that  he  prefumed  to  give  their  lord- 
fhips  the  intended  trouble  :  he  de- 
figned  to  propofe  reviling  thofe  laws, 
or  rather  repealing  all  the  penal  fta- 
tutes  now  in  being  agalnO:  popefy, 
and  palling  a  general  law  in  their 
flead,  which  Ihould  have  two  fpe- 
I  cial 


TIO 


BRITISH       AND 


cial  obice'ls  in  view  ;  the  protection 
of  the  people,  profeffing  the  Romifli 
relio-ion,  in  the  free  exercife  ot  it, 
and  of  theii-  civil  liberties,  and  pro- 
perty ;  the  other,  by  providing 
luch  vvholefome  reftriftions  as  might 
promife  to  prevent  the  farther 
growth  of  popery.  He  would  vvifii 
to  have  fuch  a  law  eftabliflied  as 
would  not  clafli  with  the  rules  of 
humanity  and  juflice,  and  yet  fuch 
a  law  as  would  be  effeftive,  as 
would  defeat  every  attempt  to  pro- 
pagate a  religion,  which,  from  its 
principles  and  tenets,  held  out 
llrong  temptations  to  the  weak,  the 
credulous,  and  the  ignorant.  He 
would  wiih  to  fee  lefs  rigour  and 
more  efficacy  introduced  into  the 
laws  for  preventing  the  growth  of 
popery  :  for  though  he  was  not 
apt  to  be  alarmed  by  bug-bears, 
he  could  eafily  forefee,  from  the 
documents  to  which  he  had  be- 
fore referred,  that  an  evil,  trifling 
and  comparatively  fmall  in  its  fird: 
appearance,  might  increafe,  and 
gain  ftrength  futiicient  to  produce, 
in  its  progrefs,  confequences  of  a 
very  ferious  nature.  Should  none 
of  their  lordfnips  oppofe  his  inten- 
tions, he  intended  to  move,  that 
they  fhould  be  fummoned  to  attend, 
for  the  purpofe  of  taking  the  fub- 
jeft  into  confideration  that  he  had 
now  ftated  to  the  houfe. 

The  bifnop  of  Cheiler  obferved, 
that  he  had  no  intention  to  oppofe 
the  noble  lord's  defign  of  iwtro- 
ducing  a  bill  for  checking  the 
growth  of  popery  ;  but  as  the  dio- 
cefe  of  Cheller  had  been  particu- 
larly alluded  to,  he  thought  him- 
felf  under  fome  neceffity  to  explain 
to  their  lordfaips  the  true  fource  of 
the  increafe  mentioned.  He  had 
made  calculations,  as  well  as  the 
noble  lord,  and  acknowledged,  that, 


as  to  the  general  refult,  his  accounts 
very  nearly  correfponded  with  thofe 
which  had  jufl:  been  iti.ted ;  but 
though  he  had  every  reafon  to  de- 
pend upon  that  calculation  which 
was  made  in'  the  year  1767,  and 
alfo  on  that  fubfequently  formed 
in  1780,  yet  he  had  vaiious  reafons 
for  diiputing  the  accuracy,  or  au- 
thenticity, of  the  firll  eftimation 
made  in  1 7 1 7,  which  he  believed  to 
be  very  vague  and  uncertain.  If 
there  were  no  other  argument  than 
this,  againft  the  conclufion  which 
had  been  drawn,  that  the  number 
was  incrcafed  more  than  double, 
yet  that  would  be  of  confiderable 
validity,  as  it  would  fliew  the  houfe, 
that  though  this  conclufion  v/as  not 
neccffarily  falfe,  yet  it  was  probably 
not  true  ;  and  being  upon  the  whole 
by  no  means  to  be  confided  in,  no- 
thing could  be  fairly  inferred  from 
it.  The  circumftance,  however, 
to  which  he  principally  referred, 
was  this,  and  a  very  limple  though 
cogent  one  it  was ;  the  immenfc  in- 
creafe of  population  which  had 
lately  taken  place  within  the  diocefe 
of  Chefter.  This  increafe,  fmce 
the  year  171 7,  was  fuch  as  ex- 
ceeded all  belief,  and  of  itfelf  con- 
ftitutcd  a  fufficient  explanation  of 
the  alarming  propofition  rtated  by 
the  noble  lord.  If  the  number  of 
inhabitants  in  general  had  been  fo 
confiderably  increafed,  it  ran  ft  be 
fuppofed,  that  the  Roman  Catholics 
had  increafecL  in  a  proportionate  de- 
gree ;  and  confequently,  any  argu- 
ments built  upon  a  partial  increafe 
of  the  Roman  Catholics  within  the 
diocele  of  Chefier,  unlefs  accom- 
panied with  llating  in  general  the 
progrefs  of  population,  mull  be 
founded  in  error.  As  to  bringing 
in  a  bill  for  preventing  the  ccnver- 
lion  of  perfons  to  popery,  that,  in 
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his  opinion,  was  unnecefTary,  as  the 
icvcreft  penalties  were  already  de- 
nounced, by  the  law  of  the  land, 
iitrainft  any  man  who  (hould  make 
fiich  an  attempt ;  it  being  even  a 
capital  oftence  in  a  father  to  con- 
fplre  with   a   popifli  priefl  in  pro- 
ducing fucli    a    converfion.     With 
refpstt  to  the  Ichools,    he  was   of 
opinion,  that  the  penalties  againlt 
them  were  fufticiently  fevere.     No 
Roman  Catholic  was   permitted  to 
teach  a  proteftant  child ;  and  as  for 
their  teaching  the  children  of  per- 
fons   of    the  fame   perfualion,    he 
fliould   never  concur  in    depriving 
them  of  that  liberty,  as  he  confi- 
dered  it  to  be  totally    inconiillent 
with  juftice,    humanity,    and   per- 
haps policy,  to  impofe  fuch  a  re- 
Uridion.   He  fliould,  however,  make 
no  objection  to  fuch    a  bill  being- 
brought  in  as  that  propofed  by  the 
noble  lord;  though   he  would  julT: 
take  the  liberty  of  fuggefting,  that 
at  the  prefent  period,  when  the  re- 
ligious ferment  which  had  been  re- 
cently excited  in  the  kingdom  was 
hardly  quieted,  it  might  not,  per- 
haps, be  quite  politic  to  revive  the 
fubjeif.     He  wiflied  the  noble  lord, 
before  he  ventured  to  commit  him- 
felf  upon  the  fubjecl,  to  inform  him- 
feli  perfedly  of  the  llate  of  fafts, 
left  it   fliould  be  found,    that  the 
very  argument  which  he  had  ftated, 
might  make  againft  his  conclufion  ; 
for  if  after  numbering  the  Proteftant 
inhabitants,  as  well  as  the  Roman 
Catholics,  it  (hould  be  found,  that 
the  increafe  of  the  latter  was  not 
proportionably  rapid  with  the  for- 
mer, it  would  amount  to  a  demon- 
ftratlon,  that  the  prefent  penal  fta- 
tutes,  though  become  a  dead  letter 
trom  the  lenient  temper  of  govern- 
ment, had  effected  the  only  purpofe 
for  which  fuch  laws  could  be  pafled, 
the  preventing  the  growth  of  Po- 


pery.    He  vvlflied  likevvife   to   ac- 
quaint the  noble  earl,  that  although 
he    was    far   from    defiring   to    fee 
thofc  laws  rigoroufly  executed,  be- 
caufe  they  were  repugnant  to  the 
fuft  principles  of  humanity,  and  to 
the  tolerant  fplrit  of  the  Proteftant 
church  eftabllflicd  in  this  kingdom, 
yet  he  was  not  prepared  to  fay,  that 
he  would  aflent  to  a  total  and  indif- 
criminate   repeal  of  them  ;     for   if 
penal    ftatutes    could    be    defended 
upon  any  ground,  it  muft  be  that  of 
preventing   greater   evils ;    and  he 
believed   that  the  penal  ftatutes  in 
queftion  had  in  a  great  degree  re- 
moved the  evils  they  were  intended 
to  prevent  ;   but  he  could  not   yet 
fee  the  propriety  of  repealing  them. 
Lord    Ferrers    rofe    again,    and 
replied,  that  he  was  as  much  averfe 
to   making    experiments,    or   from 
wifliing  to  perfecute,  as  the  right 
reverend  prelate   himfelf.     He  had 
only  rifen  to  throw  out    a  propo- 
lition  to  the  houfe  for  its  opinion, 
and   particularly  that  of  the   right 
reverend  bench,  whofe  advice  and 
affiftance,    upon    a   fubjedl   of    fo 
much  importance,  he  made  no  doubt 
but    he    ftsould   be   able   to  obtain. 
By  what  had  now  fallen  from  the 
learned   prelate,    he  was   given   to 
underftand  what  the  temper  of  that 
bench  v/as ;  and  upon  that  ground, 
more  than  from   any  perfualion  or 
conviclion    brought    home    to   his 
mind  by  what  had  been  faid  by  his 
lordfliip,  he  was  willing  to  acquiefce 
in     his    fentimcnts.     Befides    this, 
fome  other  reafons  now  occurred  to 
him,  which  induced  him  to  change 
his  intention  of  troubling  their  lord- 
flilps.     It    was,    however,    a   fub- 
jeft    well    worthy   of    their   atten- 
tion;   and    though    he    (hould   not 
take    any    ftep   in    it    during    the 
courfe  of  the  prefent  feffion,  he  had 
heard  no  objection   ftarted   againft 
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fuch  a  law,  as  that  which  he  had 
ventured  to  fuggeil,  which  was  luf- 
ficient  to  prevent  him  from  taking 
the  affair  up  at  fomc  more  fit  and 
convenient  opportuniiy. 

A  few  days  after,  the  bidiop  of 
Chefter  again  addrcfied  the  houfe  on 
the  fame  fiibjcft.  He  obferved, 
that  fince  their  lail  debate  relative 
to  the  incveafe  of  popery,  he  had 
made  it  his  bulinefs  to  inquire  more 
minutely  into  the  fafts,  and  was 
well  pleafed  to  find  all  his  former 
arguments  much  ftrengthened,  and 
in  a  great  degree  confirmed,  upon  a 
full  and  comprehenfive  inveftigation 
of  the  particular  and  total  numbers. 
He  then  read  feveral  computations 
of  the  rapid  increafe  of  buildings 
and  inhabitants  within  certain  parts 
and  diftrlfts  of  his  diocefe,  within 
certain  periods,  beginning  early  in 
the  prefent  century,  and  fo  up  to 
the  lateft  accounts  or  returns  he  was 
able  to  procure,  or  which  had  ap- 
peared in  printed  books.  In  fome 
places  the  inhabitants  had  mcreafed 
a  fourth,  in  others  a  third,  in  others 
a  half;  and  in  others  again  the 
numbers  had  increafed  four,  five, 
fix  fold,  or  more  ;  but  he  mentioned 
two  in  particular,  which  proved, 
beyond  queflion,  the  rapid  progrefs 
that  population  had  made  in  fome 
parts  of  the  county  of  Lancafter. 
One  was  of  Liverpool,  which,  in 
the  year  1700,  contained  but  5000 
inhabitants;  and,  in  177c,  con- 
tained 35,000,  and  a  confiderable 
fraction.  The  other  was  of  a  quar- 
ter of  the  tovvn  of  Mancheiler, 
called  Saltport,  which  contained 
only  a  few  hundreds  in  the  year 
1719,  and  by  the  lad  return  was 
found  to  contain  11, ceo  fouls. 
After  mentioning  many  particulars 
of  a  fimilai  nature,  he  informed  their 
lordflnps,  that  he  had  taken  much 
pains  to  colleft  the  moft  accurate 


accounts,  fome  from  printed  books j 
and  others  from  the  clergy  within 
his  own  diocefe  ;  and  had  been  to- 
lerably fuccefsful  in  his  inquiries 
relative  to  that  part  of  it  which  was 
called  the  Archdeaconry,  where  he 
found  the  inhabitants  had,  within 
hall  a  century,  increafed  40,000  ; 
and  from  fuch  other  parts  of  his 
diocefe  whence  he  had  received  re- 
turns, but  which  did  not  include 
the  whole,  the  rernainder  amounted 
to  15,000.  As  far,  therefore,  as 
his  inquiries  had  reached,  he  was 
able  to  fpeak  with  precifion,  that 
within  the  period  he  had  de- 
fcrlbed,  the  inhabitants  were  in- 
creafed 55,000  ;  and,  when  the  re- 
mainder of  the  returns  came  in,  he 
doubted  not  but  they  would  be 
found  to  be  many  more.  It  had 
been  ftated  by  the  noble  earl,  who 
had  originally  introduced  the  pre- 
fent fubjeclof  debate  into  the  houfe, 
that  the  Roman  Catholics  had  in- 
creafed, within  the  diocefe  of 
Chefter,  to  the  amount  of  2000, 
between  the  years  1767  and  1780. 
If,  however,  it  was  confidered,  that 
this  arofe  from  a  generally  in- 
creafed population,  during  that  pe- 
riod, within  that  diocefe,  a  very 
contrary  conclufion  niight  be  drawn 
from  that  of  the  noble  lord ;  and  it 
would  in  faci:  appear,  that  though 
the  papiib  had  increafed,  they  had 
not  increafed  in  proportion  to  the 
proteftant  inhabitants.  Befides,  tho* 
the  Roman  Catholic  inhabitants  had 
increafed  in  the  diocefe  of  Chcfter, 
he  had  it  from  fuch  authority  as  he 
could  fafcly  depend  on,  that,  within 
the  period  mentioned  by  the  noble 
lord,  the  increafe  of  catholics 
throughout  England  was  no  more 
than  1500.  He  was  of  opinion, 
therefore,  that  there  was  an  aftual 
decreafe  of  the  people  of  that  per- 
fuafion  throughout  England,  in 
proportioa 
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proportion  to  the  reft  of  the   ii.I'.a-    their  complumts.    It  mi^ht  po.^ibly 
bitaiirs,    if  t'le  gcncr.iUv   increalld     then  have  been  judc;cd  right  to  em-' 
•population    of    the     kingdom     was     brace  the  imalleft    innovation   pro- 
taken  into  account.  p.ifed  ;  or,  perhaps,  it  wns  a  piece 
Lord  Fcirers  leplied,  that  h."  had     of  delicacy,  not  to  difmifs,  in  ihat 
taken  his  iniorniation  from   papers     houfe,  a  bill,  by  which  its  own  in- 
laid on  the  lable  of  that  home,  and     dependency    was     prof  fiedly    fup- 
confequently,      if  he    had  mifinted     pv^ried,  but  to  'eave  it  to  be  rejcded 
any  thing,  the  enor  was  not  im-     in  the  oih.r.   But  whether  tncfe,  or 
putable  to  him,    but  to  the  fpecies     any  other   rcafon  ,   occalioned   the 
of  information  l.iid  before  their  lord-    concurrence  of    the    hift    houfe  of 
fliips.    He  was,  however,  extremely     commons  in  this  mf  afure,  the  con- 
glad  to  hear  many  things  that  h;td     dviit  of  one  parliament  ou^ht  not  to 
fallen  from  the  right  reverend  pre-     govern  any  fueceeding  one.     it  was 
late;  and  he  was  perfectly  fatisfied     an  o'ojedion  to  the  principle  ot  the 
of  the  truth  of  what  the    learn,  d     bill,  that  it  prefuppoied  a  degree  of 
bifliop  had   advanced,     being   now     corruption  and  delinquency   in   the 
fully  convinced,  that  the  apptehen-    government,     as  well    as    amongft: 
fions  of  the  increafing  growth    of    individuals,  which,  without  proper 
Popery,  whi^h  he  had  exprefied  on     evidence,  could  not  fairly  be  art^rm•* 
a  former  day,  were  in  a  great  mea-     ed.     It  was   abfurd  to  infer,   from 
fure  groundlefs,  or  fo  far  unfounded,     the  corruption  of  a  fingle  contraftor, 
as  to  render  fuch  a  meafure,  as  that     that  every  man  of  the  lanic  deicrip- 
he  wiflied   to  fubmit  to  the  wifdom     tion   was   incapable  of  ferving    his 
of   the  legillature,    unneceffary  for    country  with  integrity.  Why  fliould 
the  prefent.                                               government  be  precluded  from  in- 
On  the  2ift  of  the  fame  month,  a    trufting  the  bulinels  of  contrads  to 
motion  being  made,  in  the  houfe  of    members  of  parliament,  when   per- 
comm.oiis,   tor  the  commitment  of    haps  among  them  might  be  found 
the    bill    for   excluding   contraftors     perfons  the  beft    entitled  to  public 
from  fitting  in   that  houfe,  except-    confidence  ?   It  fliould  be  coniidered 
ing  when  their  contracts  were  pub-     how   efiential  it  was,    that  this    de- 
licly  difpofcd  of  to  the  bcft  bidder,     partment  of  office  fliould  be  faith- 
a  debate  enfued,  and  the  bill  was     fully  difcharged.      What  great  and 
ilrongly   oppofed.       Ir    was    urged    irretrievable  mifchiefs  might  relult 
againft  it,  that  though  this  bill  had     from  the  incapacity  or  inability  of 
received  the  approbation  of  a  former     a    contraftor  !     In  the  contrnft  for 
houfe  of    commons,    that  circum-     remittancef,  for  inftance,  and  thofe 
flance  could  not  preclude  its  being     for  vidualliny  our  fleets  and  armies^ 
oppofed  in  the  prefent.     Many  dif-    bow  eafily  might  negligence  be  the 
ferent  motives  might  have  aftuated     ruin  of  our   forces  !     it  was  there- 
the  members  of  the  ball  parliament,     fore  incumbent  on  the  minifter,  to 
in  the  votes  that  they  gave  on  the     give  contrafls   only  to  gentlemen  of 
fubjeft  of  this  bill,  which  did  not     undoubted   refponfibility,  wherever 
now  fubfift,  or  ought  not  to  operate,     they  were  to  be  found.     It  was  alfo 
In  the  ardour  of  reformation  which     an  objeftion  to  the  bill,  that  it   ex- 
was  then  prevalent,  many  important     eluded    not  only  contraftors   them- 
propofitions  were  before  the  houfe,     felves  from  the  houfe,  but  all  thofe 
and  the  people  were  very  urgent  in    who  were  employed  or  interefted  m 
1781.  I  ^'■- 


ths 


114 


BRITISH      AND 


the  confrat^.  Now  this  claufe  might 
by  conlh-udion  render  many  gentle- 
iTien  ineligible,  whole  rights  were 
not  intended  to  be  invaded,  as  moll 
men  of  landed  property  had  coals, 
copper,  or  timber,  on  their  eftates, 
all  of  which  might  be  fold  to  con- 
tractors, and  confequently  involve 
the  owner  in  the  reilricTion  of  this 
bill. 

It  was  alleged  in  fupport  of  the 
bill,  that  it  was  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  to  reftrain  the  miniftry  in  the 
making  of  contrafts,  the  extrava- 
gance and  the  corruption  of  their 
tranlatt'onsin  this  particular  having 
been  long  confidered  as  a  great 
grievance,  and  a  juft  fubjctft  of  pub- 
lic complaint.  Coutrafts  were 
more  dangerous  means  of  influence 
than  :ilmolL  any  other  in  the  hands 
of  government.  They  were  at- 
tended with  fuch  great  profit,  that 
they  were  calculated  to  increafe  the 
corruption  of  parliament  in  a  very 
high  degree.  Nor  could  a-ny  con- 
trat'l:  be  equitably  made,  when  the 
fervice  of  the  contraflor  in  parlia- 
ment was  underjlood  to  be  a  part  of 
the  agreement  A  difUnftion  ought 
certainly  to  be  made  between  the 
fair  and  refpc£labie  merchant,  who 
made  his  contrafts  at  a  public  bid- 
ding, and  executed  them  in  an  open 
and  refponfible  manner,  and  the 
man  who  made  parliarHentary  in- 
terell  the  ladder  to  preference,  and 
v/ho  was  protefted  in  every  pecu- 
lation for  the  fame  caufe.  It  was 
very  delirable  that  merchnnts  fliouid 
lit  in  that  houfe,  and  they  ought 
to  be  coniidered  as  amongtl:  the  mod 
refpeCtahle  member?,  wh(in  they 
came  there  as  independent  men,  and 
with  'he  virtuous  intention  of  guard- 
ing the  commercial  welfare  of  the 
kingdom.  But  it  could  be  no  h;ird 
fliip  upon  them  to  be  told  by  an  a6l, 
that  if  they  preferred  a  fccret  to  an 


open  contraft,  they  muit  give  up 
their  eligibility  of  fitting  in  that 
houfe.  They  knew  the  terms,  and 
it  was  a  voluntary  furrender  of  their 
right  on  their  own  part,  not  a  vio- 
lent disfranchifement  by  parlia- 
ment. As  to  its  being  fuppofed, 
that  the  members  of  that  houfe  were 
to  be  prevented  by  the  bill  from 
felilng  to  government  the  produce 
of  their  eftates,  no  fuch  idea  had 
ever  been  entertained  :  but  if  a 
member  of  that  houfe  went  into  the 
clofet  of  a  firft  lord  of  the  treafury, 
and  there  inade  a  fecret  bargain,  by 
which  he  received  three  times  the 
fum  for  his  timber,  his  iron,  or  his 
copper,  that  it  was  worth,  the  bili 
interfered,  and  difcharged  that 
member  from  his  feat  in  that  houfe, 
becaufe  it  was  evident  that  he  had 
an  intereft  in  maintaining  the  war 
in  which  we  were  fo  unfortunately 
engaged,  and  that  his  interefts  and 
thofe  of  his  conltitucnts  were  differ- 
ent. The  bill  was  at  length  re 
jec'ted,  upon  a  divifion,  by  a  majo- 
riiy  of  130  to  loo. 

The  fame  day  a  motion  was  made 
for  the  fecond  reading  ol  a  bill, 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Crewe,  for  re- 
ftraining  revenue  officers  Irom  voting 
at  elecSiions  of  members  of  the  houfe 
of  commons.  A  debate  cnfued,  in 
which  it  was  urged,  in  oppolition  to 
the  bill,  that  it  was  not  julllliable  in 
that  houfe  to  difqualify  a  great  body 
of  their  conftituents,  merely  becaufe 
they  were  ufeful  and  neceffary  fer- 
vants  of  the  crown,  and  valuable 
members  of  fociety.  It  was  an  illi- 
beral fentiment  to  believe,  that  be- 
caufe they  received  a  fmall  emolu- 
ment for  their  fervices,  that  there- 
fore they  would  proliitute  their 
franchifes,  and  give  up  their  opi-. 
nion  to  the  difpofal  of  others.  Such 
innovations  as  that  propofed  by  this 
bill,  were  dangerous  and  nugatory. 
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rind  there  wns  linle  reafonto  believe 
that  it  could  aufvver  any  valuable 
purpofe :  but  it  I'cemed  to  bt-  the 
objcdtof  the  modern  fyllcms  of  re- 
form to  give  the  right  of  voting  to 
thofe  who  had  it  not,  and  to  take  it 
from  thofe  uho  had. 

If  was  maintained,  on  the  other 
fide,  that  the  bill  would  eftablllli  a 
very  juft  and  neceilary  mcafure  of 
reform,  by  which  the  freedom  of 
eleftion  would  in  a  great  meafurci  be 
rellored  Nor  could  there  be  either 
cruelty  or  injulHce  in  taking  from 
excifcniLn  their  right  of  voting  at 
cledions.  It  was  a  disfranchife- 
ment  only  upon  certain  condirions, 
and  which  conditions  were  fairly 
pointed  out  and  fpecified.  Jf  the 
trcehclder  of  any  county,  or  the 
burgefs  of  any  corporation,  chofe 
to  accept  the  office  of  excifeman, 
under  the  condition  of  furrender- 
ing,  while  he  held  it,  his  rranchife 
of  voting,  it  was  a  matter  of  election, 
and  depended  totally  on  himlelf.  If 
he  conlidered  his  franchife  as  fupe- 
rior  in  value  to  the  office,  he  would 
reject  the  one,  and  preferve  the 
other.  As  it  was  a  matter  of  choice, 
a  mere  condition  annexed  to  a  valu- 
able confideration,  it  could  not  be 
either  unjuft  or  fevere.  On  the 
contrary,  it  would  be  a  kindnefs 
to  excifemen  to  take  from  them 
this  painful  franchife,  in  the  exer- 
clfc  of  which  they  were  obliged 
to  facrifice  friendfliip  often,  and 
opinion  almoft  always.  In  fome 
boroughs,  in  confequence  of  the 
overbearing  influence  of  the  crown, 
and  its  abfolute  controul  over  ex- 
cifc-ofHcers,  government  had  it  in 
their  power  to  appoint  what  gentle- 
men they  pleafed  for  members, 
without  confalting.the  inclinations 
of  the  ele<,%rs',  or  even  takine  the 
decent  trouble  of  informing  .them, 
who  it  was  that  was  meant  to  be  im- 


pofed  upon  them.  By  this  means 
it  frequently  happened,  that  fo  far 
from  giving  a  preference  to  the 
court  candidate,  from  their  opinion 
of  his  abilities,  his  integrity,  or  his 
zeal  tor  their  interelfs,  the  voters 
knew  not  even  his  pcrlbn,  and  ne- 
ver heard  his  name  till  it  was  de- 
clared from  the  huflings.  '  This  was. 
an  evil  of  great  magnitude,  and 
ought  to  be  remedied.  It  advanced 
to  an  enormous  weight  of  influence, 
and  the  difgraceful  confequences  of 
it  brought  obloquy  on  that  houfe, 
as  well  as  ruin  en  the  country. 
Notwithllanding  thciC  arguments  in 
fi.pport  of  the  bill,  it  was  rejeded, 
upon  a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of 
133  to  86. 

The  day  following  a  motion  was 
made  by  Mr.  Minchin,  <'  That 
leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
the  better  and  more  effetlual  making 
up  and  laying  before  parliament  the 
accounts  of  the  funis  expended  for 
buildins.';,  re  building,  and  rep.iira 
of  his  Majelly's  fli'ps  of  vvaf,  in  his 
Majeily's  dock-yards,  and  other 
dock-yards  in  Great  Britain."  This 
gave  rife  to  a  debate,  in  which  va- 
rious obfervations  were  thrown 
out  relative  to  the  ft.ite  of  the  navy. 
It  was  remarked,  that  the  greatnefs, 
commerce,  and  trade  of  tfiis  coun- 
try, entirely  depended  upon  her 
navy,  not  even  fuch  a  navy  as  could 
defend  her  coalfs,  or  fuch  as  might 
ibind  acomparifon  with  any  foreign 
powe*-,  but  a  marine  force  fuperior 
to  that  of  the  whole  houfe  of  Bour- 
bon. When  the  naval  fuperiority 
of  this  country  came  to  be  ferioufly 
difpuied  with  uf,  it  was  time  to  look 
about,  and  to  be  alarmed,  and  to 
make  the  mofl:  vigorous  and  fpirited 
erccrtions  in  order  to  turn  the  balance 
in  our  favour.  But  the  facft  was, 
that  the  navy  of  Great  Britain  had 
been  flramefully  negledled,  and  was 
I  3  now 
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now^  fo  mutilated  and  depreffcd,  that 
the  fovereigntv  of  the  ocean  was 
loll  and  overthrown,  without  a  ftrug- 
gle,  and  even  without  ftrikinjr  a 
blow.  It  was,  therefore,  the  duty 
of  parliament  to  examine  into  the 
ftate  of  the  navy  ;  it  was  the 
bufinefs  of  that  houfe  to  inquire 
into  the  expenditure  of  the  money, 
wh'ch  they  granted  for  the  navy 
with  fo  liberal  a  hnnd,  and  to  de- 
mand a  dlilinft  and  fatistactory  ac- 
count of  its  application.  During 
the  late  peace,  for  a  feries  of  years, 
the  building  of  fiiips,  re-building, 
&c.  had  never  exceeded  430,00 -l.  ; 
but  for  feveral  years  pall  they 
amounted  to  upwards  of  6oo,ocol. 
In  the  former  period  we  had  built 
five  fhips  of  war  at  an  average  an- 
nually, and  in  the  prefent  period  of 
v/ar  not  more  than  three  lliips, 
though  our  navy  debt  was  upwards 
of  ten  millions.  The  realbn  was 
evident.  Sums  of  money  had  been 
granted,  year  after  year,  for  the 
purpofe  of  building  and  repairing 
the  ihips  of  war,  and  eftimates  v/ere 
given  into  the  houfe,  on  which  the 
money  was  granted  ;  but  there  were 
no  checks,  no  vouchers  of  the  ap- 
plication of  that  money,  and  par- 
liament did  not  know  that  it  was 
employed  as  dirci^-ed.  No  accounts 
whatever  were  laid  before  the  houfe, 
to  fliew  that -the  money  had  been 
fairly  and  fully  expended  in  the  fer- 
vice  for  which  it  was  voted ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  there  were  circum- 
fiances  of  proof,  on  the  annual 
ellimares,  that  the  money  was  not 
applied,  that  the  commiiHoners  of 
the  admiralty  did  not  keep  their 
promife  with  the  public,  and  that 
fhip^  remained  from  year  to  year  un- 
finidlied,  for  which  great  furns  were 
granted,  and  of  which  no  account 
whatever  was  given.  Few  gentle- 
men had  any  exadl  idea  of  the  enor- 


mous expences  of  the  navy  ;  but 
thefaft  was,  that  nearly  30,000!.  a- 
dav  was  expended  upon  the  navy, 
thouj^hit  was  at  prel'enr  in  a  ftatc  l"o 
much  inferior  to  what  might  jullly 
be  expefted. 

It  was  contended,  on  the  part  of 
admini  if  ration,  that  the  navy  had 
not  been  negle6fed ;  that  all  the 
dock-yards  were  filled  with  vaft 
quantities  of  naval  frores,  and  that 
the  number  of  our  ihipwrights  had 
beenc:)afidj;r<ibly  increaled ;  but  that 
dillentions,  and  a  fpirit  ot  mutiny 
among  the  workmen,  had  greatly 
impeded  our  naval  equipments. 
With  refpec'^  to  the  complamt,  that 
the  naval  eftimates  of  one  year  did 
not  agree  with  the  accounts  of  the  , 
fucceeding  year,  if  this  was  an  evil, 
it  was  an  evil  that  could  not  be  pre- 
vented. The  eftimates  only  related 
to  the  prob.ib'e  expenditures,  and 
thofe  which  became  necellary  muft 
by  a  thoufand  caufes  be  often  widely 
different  ;  norcould  it  be  the  inten- 
tion of  parliament,  that  every  fum 
granted  (hould  be  invariably 
applied  to  the  fpecific  purpofe  for 
vdiich  it  was  demanded.  If  fums 
of  money  had  been  allowed  by  that 
houfe,  under  the  defcription  of  its 
bein^'  wanted  to  forward  the  bulld- 
ing  of  any  particular  fhip,  and  un- 
avoidable circufiftances  prevented 
that  building  being  carried  on,  there 
could  be  no  impropriety  in  appropri- 
ating that  money  to  ufcs  mure  im- 
mediately necefl'ary  for  the  fcrvices 
of  the  ftate,  fuch  as  repairing  old 
fiiips,  which  enabled  government  to 
fend  out  a  naval  force  more  fpeedily 
than  if  they  were  to  employ  men  on 
new  bottoms.  The  faft  was,  that 
when  any  prefling  fervice  arofe  lud- 
denly,  the  attention  of  the  dock- 
yards were  turned  from  their  regu- 
lar work  to  that  particular  duty  ; 
and,  in   that   cafe,  the  fums  voted 
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for  other  purpofes  were  applied  to 
the  particular  iir^cflTity,  and  p.irlia- 
iiient  was  reiorred  to  again  for 
another  provifum  tor  the  iubjeft  or 
the  former  eiilmate.  Mr.  Miu- 
ch  n's  motion  was  at  length  re 
jcrted,  upon  a  diviiicjn,  by  a  ma- 
jority ot    147  to  45. 

On  the  2-  th  of  the  fame  month, 
a  motion  was  made  by  iir  George 
Saville,  '  That  a  felcct  comu.ittce 
fhoiild  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  clrcumilances  ot  the  lall  loan,  to 
make  an  eitimute  of  its  terms,  and 
report  rhe  faaie  to  the  houfe,"  In 
the  fpeech  by  which  he  introduced 
thi;  'notion,  he  ob!erved,that  though 
it  ■.v'S  too  late  to  prevent  or  alter 
the  bargain  made  by  the  mlnif'er 
under  all  its  improvident  and  coi- 
rupt  exrravaguicc,  yet  it  was  not 
too  late  to  cenf'ire  the  miniller  for 
making  that  barga'n,  nor  even  to 
impeach  and  pnnifli  him  ;  by  which 
at  Ipaft  this  good  confequence  would 
arife,  "-hat  future  minifrer-i  w>.uld 
be  taught  not  to  iport  with  the  pub- 
lic ii)  a  matter  of  fo  feiious  a  nature, 
and  not  to  entertain  the  prcfump- 
tuous  idea,  that  parliament  would 
not  aflert  the  right  and  authority 
which  it  pofTeiled,  to  check  or 
controul  him  in  the  barg  ins  whi.  h 
he  made.  To  fay  that  becaufe  the 
baro-ain  was  made,  and  the  bulinefs 
finally  concluded,  the  houfe  ough. 
not,  or  could  nor.  inquire  into  and 
cenfure  rhat  tranfadf-on,  '.vould  be  a 
dot^'lrine,  which,  he  trui'.ed,  no 
man  would  venrue  to  advance,  ft 
would  be  a  doctrine  pregnant  with 
the  moll  unc-nflirutional  fpi'it,  and 
alai-ming  confequences.  The  con- 
llitLirion  had  veiled  minflers  with 
very  ampl-"  powers,  but  it  a'lfo 
vcfted  that  houfe  with  a  full  and 
coi'-plete  right  to  inquire  how  thoie 
pov/ers  h.id  been  exerc'fcd,  and  con- 
fcq  -.cntly  a  retrofpet't  into  the  con- 
4utt  of  minifters  was  the  conftituti- 


onal  appendage   of  parliament.     If 
it  wereon.v;  wre.ted  fiom  it,  it  were 
beiter  that  the    government  lliould, 
aflTirae  openly   the    form  of  deipo- 
tilra,  than  ^hac  it  fliould  h:^  carried 
on     and   raaintdined    by    defpi/tiiini 
under  the  appearance    oi  frcdom. 
It  this  inherent  a.d  necellary  right 
were  taken  trom  rhe  pardament,  the 
conftitution  would  be  cut  up  by  the 
roots  ;    and   the   people   would    be 
more   completely   duped,    cheated, 
and  abukd,    with   tiiis   Ihevi-     i.nd 
mjckcry  01  parliament,  t'lan  if  the 
conftitution  were  totally  overduown, 
and   they   were   dependent   on    the 
mere  will  of  a  king  o-  of  a  minif- 
fer.     As   to  the  loan,  of  which  he 
complained,  the  terms  of  it  were  fo 
u:;uccouut>d)ly  extravagant,  that  at 
thefirft  view  they  furniQied   a  fuffi- 
cient  caufe  for  drtwing  the  at-ention 
of  the  houfe,  ynd  exciting  them   to 
a  very   minute  and   careful  examl- 
n  1  ion.     If  not    lefs   th  ;n   beiweea 
ei^ht  and    nine    hundred  thoulaad 
pounds  were  loft    to    the  public  in 
the    firil  year   by  the  extravagance 
of  that  Lan,  it  was  a  futikitnt  rea- 
i'on    for     enquiry,    and     as     fuffi- 
tienr  a  reaion    for  cenTure.      The 
garblings    which     had.    been     ufed 
in    the    diilribi'fion    of    t.:e    loan, 
and    the     injulHce       with     wh'ch 
it    had    been    di'-ided,     were     aifo 
(.\3:s    in     the     knowledge    of     the 
hoijfe  :    f^r   from  the   face  of  the 
lift  which  iay  upon  tho  table,  it  ap- 
P'.a'-cd,    that     gieat    and    immenle 
uims  were  in  the  names  of  perfons 
who  cjul  1   have  no    title  to    trtem 
irom  reiponfibiiity,  or   from  having 
fubfcri'icd  to  former  loans.     It  was 
maniieft,     that   the    clerks    of    the 
banker^  had  fums  which  could  only 
be  lield    tor  other  people,  and  th;L£ 
rh'-y  were  in  fa6l  held  in   this  man- 
ner   for   membtr'     of    parliaM\ent, 
who    were    alhaned  themfelvcs    of 
avowing     what      they      had     the 
I  3  meannefs 
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meannefs  to  aft.     On  the  other  fide 
it  was  feen,     that  the  moil;  opulent 
and  refpeftable  names  in    the  city, 
the  men    who  had  confl.mtl}'-  fub- 
fciibed,  and    fometimes  fuffcred  by 
fi>rmer  loans,    had  been  altogether 
rejeded,  or  had  been  treated  with 
fuch  injullice,  that  the  moll:  criminal 
partiality   was  difcoverahle  on   the 
face  of  it.     This  then  afforded  new 
grounds    tor  inquiry,  and  efpecially 
as  it  was  but  loo  pi  dn.,  that  ail  the 
anjuftice,  and  all  rhe  paitiality,  and 
all   the  extravagance  hud  been  com- 
mitted for  the  purpofe  of  corrupt- 
ing parliament,  and   adding  to  the 
influence    of    the    miniller.      The 
members   of  that  houfe   were  fuf- 
pqded  to  have  participated  in  the 
benefits  of  the  loan,  to  the  injury  of 
their   conlHtucnts,    whofe  property 
they  were    appointed  to  guard  and 
protcft.     It,  therefore,  became  the 
houfe,  by    a  full  and   free  inquiry 
into    this    bufii-efs,    to  r';fcae  their 
charafters  from  fu  ignonini  >us    an 
imputation,  as  that   of  profiting  by 
a   bargain,  fanftified  by    their  con- 
currence, but  which  defrauded  and 
impiveriHied      their      conftituents. 
Sir  George's   motion  was  feconded 
by  Mr.  Byng,  who  ftated  a  variety 
of  fafts    and  particulars  tending  to 
prove,  that   the    loan  had  been  dif- 
tribu  ed  in   a  very  partial  manner, 
and  that  it  was  made  ufe  of  for  the 
purpofes  of  a  corrupt    influence  in 
that  houfe. 

The  motion  was  cppofed  by  lord 
Nugent,  who  declared  it  to  be,  in 
his  opinion,  highly  improper,  dan- 
gerous, and  unnecelfary.  It  was 
no  matter  of  public  concern,  who 
the  perfons  were  that  had  fubfcribed 
to  the  loan,  provided  the  fubfcrip- 
tions  uere  all  paid  in  regularly  at 
the  fl:ated  times  of  payment. 
Much  regard  ought  to  be  had  by 
that  i;oufe  to  the  ueceiruies  of  the 


public.     In     all    inquiries  of    this 
kind,  they  ought  ever  to  be  guided 
in   the  exercife  of  their  power  by 
their  difcretion.     There  u  ere  times 
in  which  it  would  not  be  fafe  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  to  pevfecute  the 
minifter  for  the  bargains  whieh  he 
made,  as  there  might  be  more  loft 
by  calling   the    tranfaftion   to    ac- 
count, than  there  was  by  the  occa- 
fional,  and  perhaps  the  unavoidable 
extravagance  of  the  bargain.     This 
had  always  been  the  wifdom  of  the 
houfe,   and  he  trulled  that  it  ever 
would  be  fo.      it  was  urged,    that 
there  was  a  vifible  partiality  in  the 
diftribution  of  the  loan.     But  was 
that  a  novelty  ?   It  was,  and  it  ever 
would  be  the  cafe,    that    minifters 
would  do  mOre  lor  their  fri-'nds  than 
for    their   enemies.     M!nifl:ers    had 
done  it  in  former  adminiftrations  ; 
they   h  id  done  it   now  ;   and   they 
would  continue  fo  to  do  to  the  end 
of  time.     It  was  alfo  mentioned  as 
a  fubjed  of  complaint,  that  mem- 
bers of  parliament  fliould  fubfcribe 
to  the  loan.     This  was  a  very  dif- 
ferent language  from  that  held  by 
oppufition    in   former    days.      The 
complaint  then  was,  that  the  mem- 
bers  in  oppofition   did    not  get    as 
great  a  Iharc  of  the  loan,  as  thofe 
in   the   adminiftnuion  ;    that    thofe 
who   voted  againft   the   court   had 
fcrip   given    to    tbtm  with  a  very 
fparing   hand,    while  it   was    dealt 
out   plentifully   to  thofe  who  fup- 
ported  the  mcafures  of  government. 
It  was  quite  a  new  doftrine,   that 
members  of  parliamen*-  ought  not  to 
fubfcribe  to  the   public  loans ;    or 
that    it    was    inconfi'ient   with    the 
duty  which  they  owed  to  their  con- 
flituents.     Upon    the    whole,     his 
lord.liip  declared,    that  he  entirely 
difapproved  of  the  motion,    ft  could 
lead  to  no  good,  and  it  might  do 
much   injury.     The    things    com- 
plained 
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p'lained  of  by  the  honourable  ba- 
ronet, with  whom  the  motion  ori- 
ginated, were  not  the  errors  and 
the  faults  of  loans  that  required  C(»^ 
fetation.  The  chief  fault  vi'as  In 
frequently  giving  fums  to  perfons 
who  were  unable  to  make  good  their 
payments.  This,  he  confeiled,  de- 
lerved  attention. 

The  motion  was  alfo  oppofed  by 
Mr.  Adam,  who  complained  heavily 
of  the  afperfions  that  were  frequently 
thrown  out,  and  which  he  faid  were 
very  illiberal,  againft  thofe  gentle 
men  who  fupported  the  meafures  of 
government,  as  if  they  were  led  to 
do  this  merely  from  corrupt  mo- 
tives ;  and  he  particularly  exprefled 
his  indignation,  that  fuch  calumnies 
fliould  be  advanced  even  in  prctefts 
entered  in  the  journals  of  the  houfe 
of  peers.  There  was  no  difgrace, 
he  faid,  in  participating  in  the  ho- 
nours, rewards,  and  emoluments  of 
government,  or  in  fupporting-  the 
meafures  of  government,  after  thofe 
rewards  were  received,  {o  long  as 
thofe  meafures  appeared  to  be  cal- 
culated to  ferve  the  country.  The 
fair  and  honourable  emoluments  of 
government  were  no  improper  fe- 
duccrs  of  the  human  mind.  Before 
gentlemen  talked  fo  loudly  of  mem- 
bers of  parliament  having  been 
bribed,  by  the  profitable  terms  of 
the  loan,  to  agree  to  it  when  pro- 
pofed  in  the  houfe,  it  became  them 
to  rccolle£l-,  that  thofe  terms  were 
not  made  by  members  of  parliament, 
but  by  the  monied  men  of  the  city, 
the  direftors  of  the  Bank,  the  India 
houfe,  and  other  great  companies. 
In  judging  of  the  terms  of  the  bar- 
gain, whether  they  were  profitable, 
or  whether  they  were  difadvanta- 
geous,  it  v\  a^  neceffary  to  look  back 
to  the  time,  to  the  circumliances, 
and  to  the  profpeft  of  affairs  u'hen 
that  baroaiu  was  made.  Ke  averred, 


that  the  mi/iiftev  had  made  the  befl 
terms  he  could,  in  the  fituation  in 
which  he  flood.     The  price  of  the 
flocks   at   the  time  when  the  loan 
was  in  agitafion,  their  price  fince, 
the  flate  of  affairs,  all  contributed 
to  prove,  that   the  mini.ler  had  it 
not   in    his  power  to   make  better 
terms  for  the   public.     As  to   the 
partiality  with  which  the  minifter 
was  accufed,  in  the  diilribution  of 
the  (hares  of  the  loan,  it  might  pro- 
duce very  pernicious  confequences 
to  call  upon  the  noble  lord  to  affign 
his  reafons  for  having  given  tnoreto 
one  houfe  than  to  another  ;  and  the 
credit   of    many   houfes    would  be 
fliaken,  if,  In  his  own  vindica-ion, 
the  miniflcr  fliould  fay,  that  he  had 
given  to  every  banker  who  had  ap- 
plied jufl  as  much  as  he  thought 
the   houfe  would  be  able    to   pay. 
This  might  be  the  ruin  of  feveral 
families ;  and  as  the  committees  that 
the  honourable  baronet  had  moved 
for,  might  give  a  deadly  blow   to 
national  credit,  he  fliould  give  his 
negative  to  the  motion  with  more 
fatisfa£tion  than  he  ever  felt  before. 
This  he  fliould  do  for  many  reafong, 
but  principally  becauie  to  inquire 
into  private  chara£ters  would  be  an 
Inquiutorlal  tyranny  ;  and  oppreffion 
to  individuals  was  injurious  to  the 
public. 

Mr.  Thomas  Townfliend  ridi- 
culed the  complaint  made  by  Mr. 
Adam,  that  Illiberal  afperfions  were 
thrown  out  againfl  the  members  of 
that  houfe  who  fupported  the  mea- 
fures of  government.  It  w^as.  It 
fecmed,  an  illiberal  afperfion  upon 
character,  to  fay,  that  places  or« 
penfions,  douceurs  or  contracts,  were 
among  the  corrupt  feducers  of  the 
human  heart.  To  be  fure,  it  would 
be  highly  Illiberal  to  fufpcft,  that  a 
member  of  parliament  fliould  be  fe- 
duced  by  the  good  things  of  this 
I  4  ■      life  ! 
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life  !  It  would  be  an  afperfion  of  the 
moll:  unjiulifiab.e  nature!  What  !_  a 
ineiiiber  of  parliament  !  the  diG^nity 
of  vvhofe  lita..tion,  and  the  oblga- 
tions  of  whole  truft,  ought  to  raife 
h;m  to  an  elevation  of  rarik  among 
his  fpQcies,  fuperior  to  all  the  little 
jfrailucs  and  pUrions  of  the  heart,  to 
fulpeft  him  of  dependence  and  fer- 
vility,  would  be  a  libel  on  the  hu- 
man race  !  And  yet  the  condud  of 
the  h:)naurable  gentleman  himielf, 
who  was  fo  much  hurt  by  fuch  af- 
perfions,  might,  perhaps,  atford 
fome  kijid  of  evidence,  rh  ^t  it  was 
poiiible  for  a  niember  of  parliament 
to  change  his  opinions,  or  at  leaft 
to  alter  hif.  manner  <.•>(  voting.,  irom 
a  prudent  conuderat'on  of  his  own 
jntereil:.  The  conduft  of  that  gen- 
tleman had  been  marked,  on  his  firft 
appearance  in  the  houfe,  and  for 
fo'ne  time  after,  by  an  acrimonious 
pppofition  to  the  mcafures  of  the 
minifter.  He  was  now  as  much 
4i*iin:.j,ui;^ed  by  a  general  and  in- 
jiifcriinina;e  approbation  of  what 
ever  the  mhilfter  thought  proper  to 
adopt.  This  was  a  conduit  which 
naturally  gave  rife  to  fpecularion, 
and  to  anim.adverhun.  When  it 
was  obferved,  that  fuch  a  gentle 
man  abandoned,  in  a  cri  ical  mo- 
ment, wfithout  even  the  formality  of 
a  reafon,  the  friends  and  the  prin- 
ciples which  he  had  maintained, 
and  that  he  became  one  of  the  mofi: 
iealous  and  a£live  partizans  of  that 
government  which  he  had  previ- 
oufly  reprobated  ;  when  it  was  ob- 
ferved,  that  he  placed  himfelf  im- 
mediately behind  the  treafury  bench, 
whifpercd  the  minifter,  and  became 
^lis  avowed  champion  ;  and  when  it 
was  alfo  feen,  that  the  zeal  and  ac- 
tivity of  this  new  convert  \vere  re- 
warded vvith  a  profitable  place  under 
the  government ;  under  fuch  cir- 
cuiTifiances,  people  could  not  avoid 


fufpefting,  that  there  was  fomething 
like  influence  in  a  thoufand,  or 
twelve  bundled  pounds  ;.i  year;  and 
that  it  was  corruption,  and  not 
principle,  that  had  converted  the 
enemy  into  the  friend  of  the  mini- 
ller.  Sucn  fuipicions  might  be  en- 
tertained without  any  great  degree 
of  illiberality,  and  without  any 
great  degree  or'  injuftice. 

As  to  what  had  been  urged  on 
behalf  of  the  minillcr  with  refpe6l 
to  the  late  loan,  and  to  the  p;u"ia- 
lity  of  its  dilfribution,  that  he  had 
only  afted  as  former  miniiters  had 
done,  this  afllrtion,  Mr  Townfliend 
faid,  was  not  founded  upon  fa£l. 
The  minifters  of  former  periods 
were  noc  fo  prodigal  or  waftefu;,  as 
to  make  corrupt  loans  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  increaling  their  p:'wer,  by 
diihibuting  it  when  made,  among 
their  triends  and  dependants.  For- 
'mer  iBinifters  negociated  loans,  and 
m  ,de  their  bargains  upon  fuch 
terms,  that  they  received  a  favour, 
not  conferred  a  benefit,  when  they 
p  irted  with  the  fub'cription  ;  and 
there  was  another  leadmg  feature  in 
the  loans  and  fuSfcriptions  of  for- 
mer times,  that  when  the  monied 
men  had  no  profpett  of  private  and 
perfonal  interelf  to.  ferve,  they 
gave  government  eftVftual  fupport, 
upon  the  moil  laudable  and  honour- 
able motives.  They  fupported  them, 
becauie  they  knew  they  were  the 
able  and  willing  friends  of  their 
country  ;  that  they  were  capable 
and  honeft ;  that  they  were  fup- 
porting  meafures,  not  men.  The 
confidence  of  the  monied  men  of 
thofe  d  ivs  was  founded  in  expe- 
rience ;  for  they  were  convinced, 
that  while  they  fupported  fuch 
men,  and  fuch  meafures,  they  - 
were  ult'mately  promoting  their 
own  intercft,  which  was  involved, 
in  common  with  the  refl  of  theit' 

fellow 
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fellow-fubjeftj,     in   fupportir.g    the     not  be  a  feciet  one,  becaufe  every 
^iite.  thing    vvhi.:h     p.ifled    b'rtvve^jn    the 

With  refpetT' to  the  objection  made     trcaiury  board,  and  fnijfe  who  were 
to  the  motion,  th..t  it  would  be  cruel     confultcd    as    to  the    te.ms  of  the 
tofcrutinizi  into  people's  charatters,     loan,    paffid  in  the  pitfcnce   of  at 
or  touci-hone   man's  cretlit,  pro-     le.'.ft    thiity    perfon?.      It    was    the 
party,  or  conlequen*  e,  againll  an-    price  of  llocks  at  the  time,  which 
Other's,  Mr.    '  ownfnend  obferved,     rendered  (he  bargain  difadvanrage- 
jthat  no  ninn  would  be  farther  than     oiis  to  the  pnblio.     As  to  the  par- 
himfelf  frrdu  mukmcj  invidious  di-     tiality  which  was  ar^cd  tn  have  ex- 
ftinOl^tions,  or  inquiries  into  people's     ifted  in  th^  dilbibvitH.n,  hlh  lordihip 
private  circumftanLCs,    part  cui.irly     faid,  that  he  couKi  nor  luidert  ike  to 
perfons  engaged  in  trading  and  nier-    nvi:ce    fuch    a    diftribuiivin    as    waa 
tantiic  con:,ediyns  ;  yet,  fuppoting    likely  to  pieaie  ail.     The  fubfcrip- 
thac   the  motion  lliouid  pafs   m  its     tion  was  divided  among  eleven  hiin- 
prcfcnt  form,  means  might  be  de-     died  perfon?,  many  of  them  known, 
vifed,  either  by  giving  an  inftruc-    and  feveral  recommended.    No  per- 
tion  to  the  committee,  or  when  in    fon    whatever,     to   his    knowledge, 
if,    to  reiliaiii  any  idle,   improper     had  been  rejefted  on  account  of  his 
inqu.rifb,  originating  in  mere  fpleen     avowed  or  fufpedled  principles.     A 
or  ciiriohty.     It  furely  couii  not  be    preference,  it  was  f.'ppofed,  might 
an  injury,  or  give  an  alarm  to  ere-     be  given,    but   he'  kn^nv   of  none, 
dit  to  inquire  into  rhe  exiiience  of    farther  than  whbre  the  parties  were 
men;  and  kuh  an  inquiry  was  abib-     ki-own  to  be  men  of   property,  or 
lutely    neceflary  ;     for  there    were    where  they  had  a  iair  cla-m  ro  at- 
many    names   on    the    lift    of  fub-     tenti  in.     As  to  its  being  faid,  that 
fcribers  to  the  loan  fo  obfcure,  that    the  namesof  fome  of  the  fubfcribers 
even  their  cxiftence  was  doubtful,     had    been    concealed,    he    believed 
If  the  inquiry  propofed  by  the  mo-     this  circu<nftance  had  been  ianc^'t'oned 
tion    was    entered    into,     evidence     by  cuftom  :  as  long  as  he  could  re- 
would   be  produced   to  the  houfe,     collett  any  thing  of  loans,    it  had 
that  large  funis  of  the  loan  were  di-     been  invariably    the  cafe.     In    his 
ftributed  to  nominal  perfons  for  the    apprcheufion,    it    m.ide   very    little 
fecret  ufc  of  others ;  to  bankrupts  ;     difference,  and   no  induftrv  or  cau- 
and  even  to  men  who  were  r-ftually     ti^n  could  prevent  it,  it   gentlemen 
to  be  found  on  lord  Mansfield's  lift     chofe  toi;once..l  rheii  names.    They 
ot   perfons  who  had  furrendcred  in-     nii?;ht  come  in  under  another  name, 
to  the  cuftody  of  the  marfiial  of  the     or  tor  a   part  of  another    perfon's 
King's  Bench  prifon  fubfcript'on,  and  at  all  events  there 

Lord  North  laboured'  to  juftify  was  a  ri*k  attending  m.:nag,ements 
his  conduA  in  the  bulinefs  of  the  of  this  kind,  for  which  the  often- 
loan.  He -acknowledged,  that,  from  fible  fublcriber  was  always  refpon- 
.  fundry  circumftances,  the  bar^'ain  fible.  On  the  whole,  his  lordfliip 
had  proved  rather  difadvantageous  faid,  thar,  in  the  managemeat  ^f 
to  the  public,  for  which  he  ck-  the  loan,  he  had  no  intertion  of 
prelled  his  forrow,  but  declared,  promoting  his  ovvn  ff-p-irate  intereft, 
that  it  was  no  fault  of  his  that  it  neither  had  he  aM.J  .n  any  way, 
had  been  fo.  The  bargain  which  direiT-ly  or  indiredtly,  which  cr.ulJ 
he  had  made  for  the  public  could    aiford  ajuft  cuufe  lor  fuppofing  that 

he 
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he  had  made  a  corrupt  bargain, 
with  a  view  to  promote  the  increafe 
of  influence,  in  order  to  fupport 
his  own  poiver. 

Sir  Fletcher  Norton  now  rofe, 
and  obferved,  that  the  prelent  was 
a  great  and  moft  important  queftion. 
It  was  a  motion  for  an  inquiry  into 
a  fuppofed  crime  of  a  public  na. 
ture  ;  a  crime,  which,  if  proved, 
would  appear  to  be  aggravated  in  all 
its  circumftances.  It  was  no  lefs 
than  a  direct  accufation  againft  the 
minifler,  of  a  breach  of  truft  in  the 
execution  of  his  office,  with  the 
faithful  difcharge  of  which  he  had 
been  entrailed  by  his  fovereign  and 
his  country.  He  was  charged  with 
having  made  a  corrupt  bargain  for 
the  public,  in  order  to  make  a  ftill 
more  corrupt  difttibution  of  it.  It 
was  a  very  criminal  accufation  ;  but 
the  noble  lord  and  his  friends  feemed 
to  fly  from  .rfre  jnquiry  :  he  could 
not  fay,  that  this  was  a  proof  of  his 
guilt  ;  but  this  he  muft  fay,  that  it 
was  a  ftrong  prefumprion  of  it ;  for 
what  other  reafon  could  there  be  for 
ftifling  and  fupprelling  inquiry  ? 
He  had,  in  a  long  courfe  of  atten- 
dance in  that  houfe,  often  heard  his 
lordihip  accufed  of  mifconduft  ;  he 
had  alfo  often  heard  his  lordfliip  fet 
his  accufers  at  defiance,  call  for 
their  proofs,  and  challenge  an  in- 
quiry into  his  general  and  particular 
Conduct.  But  when  a  fpecinc  charge 
was  brought  againft  him,  and  a  va- 
riety of  tafts  urged,  and  evidence 
offered  to  be  produced  in  fuppoh  of 
the  charge,  the  noble  lord  fhrunk 
from  the  inquiry,  :md  endeavoured 
to  evade  any  inveffigntion  of  his 
conduft.  It  was  for  the  honour  of 
that  houfe  to  profecutc  the  Inquiry  : 
it  was  for  the  noble  lord's  own  ho- 
nour, to  meet  the  inquiry  like  a 
man,  if  he  was  innocent ;  and  if  he 
was  guilty,    he  iruikd  the   houfe 


had  not  fo  totally  forgotten  their 
duty  to  thcmfelves,  and  their  con- 
llituents,  as  to  fcreen  him.  It  had 
been  pretended,  that  the  propofed 
inquiry  was  improper ;  but  he  did 
not  fee  upon  what  fubjeft  the  houfe 
could  more  fitly  exercife  that  inqui- 
fitorial  power,  which  was  vetted  in 
it  by  the  conftitution,  than  the  pre- 
fent.  The  members  of  that  houfe 
were  entrulted  by  their  conitituents 
to  grant  their  money,  and  to  fee  it 
faithfully  applied.  It  was  not  there- 
fore a  matter  of  choice,  but  of  ab- 
folute  duty,  unlefs  they  violated 
the  tvult  repofed  in  them,  to  fee 
that  the  minifler  did  not  improvi- 
dently  fquander  away  the  money  of 
the  people.  The  tranfaftion,  to 
make  tl^  belt  of  it,  was  a  foul  and 
dark  tranfa6tion  ;  and  he  was  at  a 
lofs  to  know  how  any  man,  who  re- 
fufed  to  go  into  the  propofed  in- 
quiry, could  dare  to  meet  his  con- 
ftituents ;  becaufe,  whether  blame- 
able  or  not  himfeif,  he  muft  be 
deemed  a  partaker  in  the  guilt  He 
concluded  with  conjuring  the  noble 
lord,  againff  whom  the  accufation 
was  brought,  to  meet  it  like  a  man, 
and  not  meanly  fly  from  it,  under 
the  prote6ficn  of  a  majority,  who 
would  be  juflly  fufpected  of  being 
partakers  in  the  guilt.  His  lord- 
fliip  had  otten  c'«fied  and  challenged 
his  accuiers.  If  the  prefent  motion 
lliould  be  agreed  to,  they  and  he 
would  be  at  ilTue  ;  and  if  he  de- 
clined the  conteft,  the  united  voice 
of  mankind  would  pronounce  him 
guilty. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  this  debate, 
a  number  of  members,  who  during 
the  greateft  part  of  the  debate  had 
been  in  the  coffee-rooms  adjacent, 
now  crowded  in,  and  called  for  the 
quefiion  with  great  vociferation. 
Upon  which  the  fpeaker,  with  a 
proi>er  fpirit,  and  impreffed  with  a 
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iuft  fenfe  of  the  duties  of  his  of 
fice,   immediately  rofe,   and  called 
them   to  order.     In  a  fenfible  and 
pointed  fpeech,  he  feveiely   repre- 
hended  the  cuiiom.     There  were, 
he  faid,  a  regul..r  and  uniform  fet 
of  gentlemen,    of  a   particular  de- 
fcription,  who  did  not  think  it  at 
all  necellary  to  attend  to  any  part  of 
the  debare,  in  order  to  receive  in- 
formation, or  judge  where  the  me- 
rits  of  a   qucition    lay,    that    they 
micht  decide  with  decency,  or  vote 
with  conviction  ;  but  they  went  to 
the  cotfe-houfes,    and   there    fpent 
the  whole  day,  and  came  in  towards 
the  concluiion  of  the  debate,   and 
with  the  utmoil  diforder  and  inci- 


vility called  for  the  queilion,  and 
pat  a  hafty  ftop  to  the  calm  deli- 
berations of  fuch  members  as  afted 
up  to  their  duty,  in  attending  feri- 
oudy  to  the  bulincfs  of  the  houfe. 
He  hoped,  that  as  it  was  a  pra6lice 
fo  derogatory  to  the  honour  and  the 
dignity  of  parliament,  and  fo  in- 
conliitcnt  with  the  gravity  of  a 
houfe  of  reprcfentatives,  that  he 
fnould  not  have  occalion  agnin  to 
take  notice  and  complain  of  the  in- 
decency. Several  other  gentlemen 
fpoke  in  this  debate,  on  both  fides 
of  the  queftion ;  but  fir  George 
Saville's  motion  w.is  rejected,  upon 
a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  209  to 
163. 


CHAP. 


XL 


Dehafc  in  the  Hoiifc  of  Peers  on  the  Commutation  of  Tythes^  occaJione:i  hy  the 
llmington  hidofure  Bill.  Refolutions  on  that  Suhjeil  moved  bv  Earl 
Bathnrjh  Debate-,  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  prcfentlng  a  Pc't:tio$i. 
from  the  Delegates  of  the  feveral  affoclated  Conntics,  Bill  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Pentoii^  for  better  preventing  Defertions  in  the  Na'vy.  The  Bill  rc- 
jeclcJ, 


Bill,  which  was  brought  into 
_  parliament  this  feffion,  tor 
inclofing  common  and  vvafte  lands  in 
the  parilh  of  llmington,  in  War- 
wickflfne,  gave  rife  to  a  debate  in 
the  houfe  of  peers,  on  the  30th  day 
of  March,  of  confiderable  impor- 
tance to  the  interefls  of  the  clergy. 
The  order  of  the  day  being  read, 
for  receiving  the  report  of  the  bill, 
the  biQiop  of  -t.  David's  rofe,  and 
acquainted  the  houfe,  that  as  the 
mode  of  commuting  tythesfor  lands, 
in  bills  of  inclofure,  had  long  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  very  improper 
on  many  accounts,  and  as  this  mode 
was  adopted  in  the  bill  now  und;;r 


confideration,  he  had  propofed  in 
the  committee  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  leaving  out  all  the  claufes  in 
which  land  is  given  to  the  rector,  by 
way  of  compenfationfor  his  tythes  j 
but  the  amendment  not  being  agreed 
to,  he  fnould  nov/  move  the  houfe, 
that  the  bill  be  re-committed.  His 
lordfnip  obferved,  that  the  rights  of 
the  church  in  general,  and  of  the 
parochial  clergy  in  particular,  were 
involved  in  this  queftion  ;  and  he 
was  therefore  certain,  that  he  had 
nooccafion  for  making  any  apology 
for  the  trouble  he  was  about  to  give 
the  houfe.  He  Itated,  that  tythes 
were  the  conllitutional  jnaintenance 

of 
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of  ecclefi;iftical  perfons  in  rhiscoun- 
ti-y,  and  that  the  law  for  compelling 
the  payment  of  them  was  ot  at  lead 
a  thoLiiand  years  ft.mdi.ig.  The 
doftrioe  in  Weftminfter-ha!!,  and  in 
alt  our  law-books,  was,  th^t  all 
lauds  are  rytheable  jure  communi ; 
and  in  complia'jcs  w.th  this  njtljn, 
and  .igiec-ablv  to  rhi.^  maxim  ot  la#, 
when  inclofures  were  riril  made, 
incumbents  were  always  pcrnrtted 
to  take  the  tyihes  of  the  lunds  ia- 
clofed,  in  the  \\\\t\-  manner  as  when 
op<-?n.  It  had  been  the  uninter- 
rupted cuflora,  tin  very  lately,  to 
have  iacl.)i"cd  lands  fubjetL  to  the 
paymL^nt  of  tyhc?  in  kind  ;  nur  was 
the  conti'iiry  innovation  of  more 
than  thi'-ty  years  ftandincr. 

Hi-;  lord  hip  proceeded  to  remark, 
that  the  praftice  of  commutiiig- 
tvthes  for  lands  had  a  tendency  to 
bring  land  into  m.irtmain;  which 
was  one  reafon  among  m  ny  why 
CMir  anceftors  thought  tyrhes  thebeil: 
and  properell:  maintenance  of  eccle- 
iiartical  perions.  Commuting  tythes 
for  lands  was  alfo  improper,  as  tend- 
ing to  render  our  clergy  more  fccular : 
it  vvould  caafe  them  to  be  employed 
in  country  bulinefs  from  one  end  of 
the  year  to  the  oiher  ;  and  being 
thjs  immerfed  in  worldly  affaiis, 
they  would  be  taken  off  from  the 
fiuthful  diicharge  of  the  duries  (jf 
their  facred  funftion  ;  and  though 
they  mii;ht  free  themfelves  from 
this  trouble  by  letting  their  lan;ls, 
yer,  confidering  the  fen -ty  incomes 
of  many  of  the  parochial  clergv, 
they  would  be  induvcd  to  occupy 
thefe  allotments  themfelves,  with  a 
view  to  make  a  better  provilicm  for 
their  families.  A  comjjenuition  in 
land  would  llke-viie  open  a  door  to 
fraud.  Pavifhes  of  any  confiderable 
extent  confided  pa»-tly  of  old  enclo- 
fures,  and  partly  of  com  'ion  fields  ; 
and  whe;i  thefe  lail  were  iiiclofed, 


and  exempted  from  the  payment  of 
tythes,  i'  was  ufual  iorthe  occupiers 
to  threaten  the  incumWnrs  to  plough 
up  the  new  enclolures  only,  which 
were  now  become  tythe-free,  and  to 
keep  the  old  cnclofures  in  grafs, 
they  beiiig  fab;e£t  to  tythe,  uniefs 
th'-^  incumbents  would  confent  to  let 
the  i/Cv:uin>s  have  their  corn-tyihes 
in  the  old  cnclofures  at  a  very  low 
price.  This  was  a  very  obvious 
plc-ce  of  craft,  and  was  pradlifed 
every  day  to  the  great  detriment  of 
the  parochial  clergy.  Another  ob- 
■j  eft  ion  to  the  prarlice  of  giving 
lands  in  lieu  ot  tytnes  was,  that  it 
often  tempted  the  incumbent  to 
collude  with  the  patron.  Patrons 
were  frequently  lords  of  the  manor, 
and,  as  fuch,  were  commonly  the 
principal  proprietors  of  '  the  land. 
This  being  the  cafe,  the  patron 
forms  3.  deiign  of  inclofing  the  parifli, 
and  communicates  it  to  the  incum- 
bent, who  readily  confents,  and 
only  afks,  that  care  may  be  taken, 
that  the  allotment  to  be  made  in  lieu 
of  his  lythes  may  be  equal  in  value 
to  them.  The  patron  promifes  to 
take  care  of  this,  and  to  free  the  in- 
cumbent from  all  apprehenlions, 
engages  to  farm  the  allotm;Mn  of 
him  at  as  high  a  rent  as  he  ever  made 
of  the  tythes  inthe  beft  tin  es.  '1  he 
inclofure  takes  place,  and  the  patron 
hires  the  allotment  of  the  incum- 
bent on  the  Kdr  terms  he  propofed. 
In  a  fcA'  years  the  incumbent  dies, 
or  is  removed  :  a  new  incumbent 
fuccecds,  who  propofes  to  let  the 
allotmert  at  the  fame  price  his  pre- 
deceflbr  had  done,  but  finds  that  he 
cannot  get  fo  much  by  half,  and 
finds  alfo  that  it  is  really  worth  no 
more. 

Tythes  had  been  confidered  by 
man_v,  his  lordiliip  larther  rtniarked, 
as  a  very  improper  maintenance  for 
the  clergy,  becaufe   they  were  apf 

to 
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to  produce  difpiites,  and  to  breed 
iniK-li  ill-will  between  a  patlor  and 
his  flock  ;  and  it  w;is  therefore 
thouq;ht,  tli.it  an  allotment  in  land 
wouKi  be  much  more  delircable. 
But  he  profelied  himlcU  to  be  ot  a 
contrary  opinion.  He  obfcrved, 
that  the  incumbent  always  afked  a 
reafonable  price  tor  his  tythes,  be- 
caui'c  he  always  afked  Icfs  than  an 
impropriator  did,  in  all  cafes  under 
the  fame  circumllances  ;  and  if  it 
fometimcs  happened,  that  a  fuit 
was  inftitutcd  by  the  incumbent  for 
the  recovery  of  his  dues,  it  gene- 
rally proved  in  the  end,  that  the 
occupiers  were  to  blamr,  fince  out 
of  <'even  hundred  tvthe  caufes  which 
had  been  tried  at  Weflminftcr-hall, 
fix  hundred  and  fixty  were  deter- 
mined in  favour  of  the  incumbents  ; 
and  therefore  it  appeared  to  be  par- 
ticularly hard,  that  a  remedy  which 
was  fo  detrimental  to  the  real  inrer- 
ells  and  rights  of.  the  parochial 
clergy  (hould  be  made  ufe  of,  on  a 
pretence  of  eftahlidiing  peace,  when 
the  faft  was,  that  the  peace  and 
quiet  of  a  parifli  had  hardly,  in  any 
one  inflance,  been  interrupted  by 
the  incumbents  themfelves.  Tythes, 
his  lordfhip  faid,  in  the  hands  of  a 
difcreet  and  judicious  clergyman, 
inftcad  of  breeding  quarrels,  he  was 
perfuaded,  might,  and  often  had, 
proved  the  firmell:  bond  of  union 
and  friendiliip  between  the  paftor 
and  his  flock.  Such  a  man  would 
always  confine  his  demands  within 
the  bounds  of  moderation,  and 
would  fliew  his  parifhioners  how 
kindly  he  treated  them,  by  coinpar- 
ing  his  demands  with  thofe  which 
their  neighbours  were  proud  to  fub- 
mir  to,  who  happened  to  live  in  a 
parifli  where  the  tythes  were  in  the 
hands  of  an  impropriator  ;  and  by 
means  of  thefe  communications, 
and  a  little  yielding  on  each  fide,  it 
ivas   eafy  to  conceive  what   mutual 


eflcem  and  regard  might  be  thus 
raifed  between  die  incumbent  and 
his  pa'ilhioners.  But  when  the 
tythes  were  taken  away,  this  cement 
was  broken;  thel'e  opportunities  of 
communication  were  a'  an  end  ;  and 
as  the  paridroners  were  independent 
ot  their  miniiier,  fo  the  min.fter 
was  independent  of  them.  They 
would  cert;  inly  foon  forget  the  re- 
lation they.ftood  into  him  ;  and  he 
would,  perhaps,  too  foon  forget  the 
relation  he  llood  in  to  them  ;  and 
inllead  of  being  an  advifer  or  coun- 
felior,  and  a  friend,  he  would  fink 
into  the  common  mafs  of  fanners, 
and  be  as  little  refpeded  and  reg\.rd- 
edas  the  meanefl  among  them. 

The  bifhop  of  Peterborough,  in 
reply,  faid,  that  he  could  not  help 
differing  from  his  reverend  and 
learned  triend,  as  far  as  his  argu- 
ments had  gone  to  the  great  queflion, 
whether  the  maintenance  of  the 
clergy  ought  to  be  confined  to  tythes, 
or  whether  a  commutation  for  tythes 
ought  not,  in  as  many  cafes  as  poi- 
fible,  to  be  countenanced  by  the 
legillature.  A  compeniation  for 
tythes  in  land  did  not  lay  any  obli- 
gation upon  the  cier^yman  to  culti- 
vate that  land  himfelf  ;  and  fuch  a 
compenfation  he, thought  the  beft 
'  method  of  fupporting  the  clergy. 
There  was  no  obligation  upon  a 
clergyman,  any  more  than  upon  any 
other  perfon,  that  becaufe  he  poffelf- 
ed  a  landed  eliate  for  life,  he  there- 
fore was  obliged  to  keep  it  in  his  own 
handsj  to  occupy  br  cultivate  it.  It 
was  entirely  optional  :  whereas  if 
he  took  his  tythe  in  kind,  he  wis 
obliged  to  colle6f  it  at  no  fmall  trou- 
ble, and  often  with  great  vexation  ; 
and  as  he  could  not  confumc  any 
confiderable  part  of  it,  he  necel- 
farily  fent  the  reft  to  market,  or 
fold  it  at  his  own  houfe.  Here  he 
arted  in  the  capacity  of  a  farmer, 
as  to  the  fa!e ;  and  confidering  all 
circum- 


126 


BRITISH       AND 


circumflanccs,  he  doubted  much 
whether  the  toil,  labour,  and  anxi- 
ety, were  Icfs  in  oneway  than  in  the 
other.  By  having  a  compenfation 
fortythes  in  land,  he  avoided  many 
.  inconveniencies,  and  efpecially  that 
contention  with  his  parifliioners  on 
the  fubjeft  of  tythes,  which  vv'as  a 
great  impediment  to  the  proper  dif- 
charge  of  the  duties  of  his  funftion  : 
for  no  degree  of  piety,  no  advantages 
of  wifdom,  or  eloquence,  could 
make  the  preaching  of  any  clergy- 
man eft'ecSualjir  the  hearts  of  his  con- 
gregation were  alienated  from  him. 
His  lordfliip  proceeded  to  obferve, 
that  by  the  luperflitions  and  arts  of 
the  regular  clergy  in  the  times  of 
Popifh  ignorance,  the  fecular  clergy 
had  been  robbed  or  defrauded  of 
their  rights  ;  and  the  injury  done 
to  the  fecular  clergy  in  thole  times 
was  afterwards  contirmed  by  Henry 
VIII.  That  prince  put  an  end  to 
the  exiftence  of  the  regular  clergy, 
but  perpetuated  the  injuftice  ;  for, 
jnftead  of  rendering  back  to  the 
church  what  had  been  unjuftly  taken 
away  by  monkifli  fraud,  he  created 
lay  impropriations,  the  poflclTbrs 
ot  which  retain  the  property  ori- 
ginally intended  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  fecular  or  parochial  clergy. 
This  produced  a  kind  of  mixed  pro- 
perty, which  was  now  diftinguiihed 
by  the  appellations  of  ret%rial  and 
Ticarial  ;  that  is  to  fay,  the  lay  im- 
propriator, who  flood  in  the  flioes 
of  the  regular  Popiih  clergy,  fre- 
quently held  the  great  tythes  ;  while 
the  vicar,  to  whom  was  committed 
the  cure  of  fouls,  received  only  the 
fmall  ones.  The  bill  now  before 
the  houfe,  and  cs-ery  other  bill  of  a 
iimilar  nature,  would  in  feme  mea- 
fure  remedy  that  defetf,  and  would 
make  a  cer'ain  pvoviflon  for  the 
vicar  ;    whereas   if  the  vicar   had, 


for  inftance,  the  tythe  of  corn,  the 
corn-land  might  be  thrown  into 
grafs,  to  which  he  could  have  no 
claim  ;  or,  njice  verfa^  grafs  land 
might  be  broken  up,  and  thrown 
into  corn,  to  the  excjufive  benefit 
of  the  lay-impropriator,  and  to  the 
injury,  or,  in  fome  inftances,  even 
ruin  of  the  vicar.  This  wa«,  in 
its  prefcnt  fliape,  a  muft  grievous 
evil,  and,  beiides  all  the  other  mor- 
tifications the  vicar  fuffered,  left 
him  at  the  meicy  of  his  p;infhion- 
ers  :  for  he  was  perfuaded,  that,  in 
many  cafes,  if  the  pariih  thought 
fit  to  confederate  againlf  their  paltor, 
they  mighteafily  deprive  him  of  the 
means  of  fubfiftence,  according  to 
local  and  other  ciicumllances.  On 
the  contrary,  by  fetting  cut  his 
portion  in  land,  his  income  would 
be  better  fecured  ;  he  might  let  or 
occupy  as  he  thought  fit  or  conve- 
nient ;  and  his  having  no  call  or 
demand  on  his  parifliioners,  would 
give  that  fort  of  independence, 
which  would  enable  him  to  dif- 
charge  his  duty  as  a  clergyman  in 
a  proper  manner. 

The  earl  of  Weflmoreland  de- 
clared, that  he  perfectly  concurred 
in  fentiment  with  the  bifiiop  of 
Peterborough.  He  was  fatisfied  of 
thejuflice,  atid  was  convinced  fcill 
more  of  the  expediency  and  found 
policy  of  paiTmg  inclofure-bills  in 
general,  and  of  fetting  out  to  the 
clergyman  a  certain  portion  of  land 
in  lieu  of  tythes.  Land  would  al- 
ways bear  a  certain  and  proportion- 
ate value  ;  and  was  not  like  money» 
which  was  conflantly  undergoing 
changes  in  refpe6t  of  its  relative 
worth.  Takine  tythe  in  kind,  or 
commutations  m  money,  were  the 
caufe  of  inveterate  and  incurable 
diugreements  between  the  paiior 
and  his  pariihioners.     In  fact,  tythes 
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had  a  perpetual  tendency  to  irritate 
the  vvorft  palTions  of  which  the  human 
mind  was  fufccptible.  They  operated 
as  a  check  to  induftry,  as  a  bar  to  im- 
provement. While  induftry  and  the 
improvement  ot  lands  were  certain 
to  be  taxed  by  tythes,  the  exercife 
of  the  one,  and  the  fpirit  of  the 
other,  were  effeftually  prevented 
and  difcouraged.  On  the  contrary, 
when  men,  by  commutation,  fliifted 
fo  odious  a  burthen  oft' their  fhoul- 
ders,  they  fet  themfelves  to  work 
with  zeal ;  and  the  wealth  of  indi- 
viduals increafed,  in  proportion  as 
the  induftry  of  the  hufljandman  was 
rewarded,  whence  a  general  benefit 
ar«le  to  the  ftate.  This  was  mani- 
feft  from  the  increafe  of  agriculture, 
which  the  various  inc'lofure  bills  had 
of  late  years  occafioned  ;  and  ■  the 
confequent  increafe  ot  the  produce 
of  grain,  ot  various  kinds,  through- 
out the  kingdom. 

The  chancellor  declared  his  full 
approbation  of  thefentiments  which 
bad  been  advanced  by  the  learned 
prelate  who  opened  the  debate.  The 
rights  of  the  clergy,  his  lordfaip 
obferved,  were  coeval  with  the  con- 
ftitution,  and  had  lince  the  firlt 
eftablilhment  of  Chriftianity  in  this 
kingdom,  a  period  of  uprt'ards  of 
one  thoufand  years,  been  vefted  in 
the  manner  in  which  they  w'cre 
claimed  and  enjoyed  at  prefent ;  and 
though  the  Lateran  council,  held 
in  the  eleventh  century,  afcertained 
the  rights  of  the  clergy  in  a  more 
precife  and  fpecific  manner,  with 
the  confent  and  approbation  of  all 
the  fovereign  princes  of  Chriften- 
dom,  yet  the  final  fettlement  then 
rnade,  and  ratified  by  all  the  parties 
concerned,  was  rather  a  recognition 
of  rights  already  exercifed  and  en- 
joyed, than  creating  new  ones  which 
had  not  been  betorc  fubmitted  to 
and  acknowledged.     Thenceforward 


the  property  of  ecclefiaftlcs,  and  of 
eccleliaftical  bodies  and  corporations, 
ftood  upon  as  ftrong  a  foundation  as 
that  which  fupported  or  fecured  to 
the  pofleilbrs  any  other  fpecies  of 
property  whatever,  and  fo  it  conti- 
nued, without  interruption,  till  the 
time  of  the  Reformation.  At  the 
diffoUition  of  the  monafteries,  in- 
deed, a  great  part  of  the  patrimony 
of  the  church  went  into  the  hands 
of  lay  impropriators  ;  and  foon  af- 
ter, fo  early  as  the  beginning  of  the 
reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  the  lay 
patrons,  and  others  interefted  in  the 
event,  wiflied  to  pufli  matters  ftill 
farther,  and  as  it  were  to  ftrip  the 
church  of  almoft  every  thing  (he 
pofteflTed,  by  pretended  compofiti- 
ons,  moduffes,  not  fupported  by 
preCcription,  and  coUulive  barg.iins 
and  agreements  between  the  incum- 
bent tor  the  time  being,  and  every 
perfon  who  might  have  it  in  his 
power  to  force  or  delude  the  perfon 
in  poireffion,  to  defeat  or  injure  the 
intereft  of  his  fuccefibr.  Thofe 
frauds  at  lad;  became  fo  deftru(ftive 
»nd  notorious,  that  the  legiflature 
was  obliged  to  interpofe  ;"  and,  by 
laws  enadled  for  the  purpofe,  to  pre- 
vent all  fraudulent  or  collufivc  bar- 
gains, made  by  the  perfon  in  pof- 
feflion,  to  the  detriment  or  injury 
of  his  eventual  fucceifor  ;  in  which, 
among  other  things,  the  billiops, 
or  chapters,  were  prevented  from 
making  longer  leafes  than  fortwenty- 
one  years,  and  the  redors  and  vicars 
longer  than  for  feven,  fo  as  to  bind 
thofe  who  were  to  come  after  them. 
The  rent  or  equivalent  referved  was 
not  to  be  lels  than  that  paid  to  his 
predeccftbr ;  nor  was  any  modus 
hcreafttr  to  be  confidered  as  fuch, 
which  could  not  be  proved  to  have 
exilted  at  the  time  of  the  palTing  of 
that  aft.  The  univerlities,  for  the 
fame  reafons,  were  reftrained   from 
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making  any  commutation,  or  receiv- 
ing any  compcnfation,  but  in  corn, 
which  w.is  to  bear  a  proportion  to  the 
current  value  ;  that  is,  wheat  was 
eflimatt'd  at  a  certain  price,  and  fo 
many  quarters  were  to  conllitute  the 
referved  rent,  and  whatever  the  corn 
came  to  at  the  future  current  price, 
at  the  next  market-town,  the  uni- 
verlity  were  to  be  paid  to  the  amount 
in  money.  Heni;e  the  rights  and 
property  of  the  church,  andofec- 
cleliaftical  and  other  learned  bodies, 
if  they  were  not  reftored,  at  Jcail: 
whatever  part  of  them  renmined 
was  in  a  great  meafure  fecured 
againft  future  fraudulent  alienations ; 
which  was  a  ftrong  proof  of  the 
wifdom  and  found  policy  of  the 
framers  of  thofe  laws.  Innovations 
attempted  upon  ancient  edablifli- 
ments  furniflied,  at  all  times,  good 
ground  of  alarm,  and  if  no  other 
argument  could  be  produced  in  fup- 
port  of  it,  the  conduct  and  caution 
of  our  anceftors  held  out  an  exam- 
ple w^orthy  of  mo;lern  imitation. 

His  lordfiiip  then  proceeded  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  he  had  long  entertained 
a  jealouf)''  of  p-rivate  bills,  becaufc 
he  uas  convinced,  from  experience, 
that  they  were  in  general  fo  loofely, 
carelefsly,  and  improvidently  con- 
dufted  through  both  houfes  of  par- 
liament, that  they  were  often  at- 
tended with  the  moft  pernicious  con- 
iequenccs  to  families,  whofe  inter- 
efts  were  fatally  afTcfted  by  their 
operation.  It  had  lately  come  to  his 
own  knowled;^e,  from  the  office 
whiv.h  he  held,  that  a  family  in 
"Wales,  of  the  name  of  Gardiner, 
were  Gripped  of  their  entire  fub- 
lillence,  and  devoted  to  abfolute 
ruin,  by  authority  of  a  private  bill 
that  had  pafled  into  a  law,  without 
having  met  with  that  attention, 
which,  had  it  been  exerted,  would 
doubtlefs  have  caufed  the  houfe  to 


prevent  the  bill  from  being  rendered 
the  fource  of  fo  much  injullice,  and 
fo  much  cruelty.     A  remarkable  in- 
cident lately    occurred  in  a  commit- 
tee  of     the     other    houfe,    which 
Ihevved  the  necefTity  there  was  that 
more  attention   fliould  be    paid   to 
private  bills.     It  happened  that  an 
elderly  man,  rather  meanly  drellcd, 
was    obferved  to  have   been  in  the 
room  in  which  a  committee  fat  every 
day,  and  to  have  paid  more  attention 
to  what  pafled,  than  was   cuftoma- 
rily  fliewn  by  ordinary  by-ftanders. 
When   the  committee    had    nearly 
done  their  bulinefs,  and  came  to  read 
over  the  bill  as  they  had  fettled  it, 
this     elderly    perfon    lillened    with 
a  greater  faew  of  anxiety,  than  had 
before  been  obferved  to  be  exprefled 
by    him  ;     and  when  a    particular 
claufe,    in  which, -as    it  afterwards 
appeared,  his  intcreft  Vv  as  materially 
concerned,  was   read,  the  man  was 
fo   fenlibly    affet5ied  by  it,  that  his 
uneafincfs  attrafted  the  notice  of  iir 
George  Saville.    That  truly  worthy 
and  refpeclablc  baronet  immediately 
accofled  the  i^  ranger,  and  begged  to 
be  informed,  what  it  was  tha,:  had 
fhocked  him  fo  fenfibly.     The  poor 
man  opejied  his  cafe  to  fir  George, 
and  it  appeared,  that  the  claufe  that 
had  juft  been  read,  would  have  in- 
volved   him  and  his  family  in  utter 
ruin  ;  that  fufpe£i;ing,  as  foon  as  he 
heard  the  bill  was  in  agitation,  that 
fuch  a  claufe  might  be  introduced, 
he  had   travelled  up  to  London   on 
foot,  but  was    fo   poor  thai  he  had 
not    money  enough  to  fee  a  counfcl 
to  plead    his  caufe,  and   do  h'mfelf 
and  his  family  juflice.     Sir  George 
immediately  preveiited  the  commit- 
tee from  going  precipitately  to  a  re- 
port, and  .made  an  inquiry  into  the 
fafts  alledged  by  the   old    itranger. 
He    found   thofe   fads  to  be  true, 
upon  which  he  introduced  fuch  an 
amendment 
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amendment  into  the  bill,  as  etFe£lu- 
-allv  prevented  the  dreaded  milchief : 
and  thus,  by  a  fingular  and  extra- 
ordinary circuniftance,   was  an  in- 
nocent man   and   his  tamily  laved 
trom  ruin.     This  hid,  his  lordfhip 
laid,    would    ferve    as   one   realbn, 
among   the   many   that    might   be 
Itated,  to   fhew  their  lordfliips  the 
neccflity  of  watching  every  private 
bill  that  came  before  then-;,  and  of 
examining  the  probable  confequen- 
ces  of  its  operation,  with  the  moil 
Icrupulous  minutenefs  and  caution. 
He  concluded  with  earneftly  recom- 
mending to  the  houfe,  that  the  bill 
before  them  fliould  be  recommitted. 
The  earl  of  Sandwich  faid,  that 
he  could  never  approve,  as  long  as 
he  had  the  honour  of  a  feat  in  that 
houfe,  of  motions  which  might,  in 
their  afpedf  and  tendency,  embroil 
and  dcllroy  the  peace  and  quiet  of 
the  country.     A  very  confiderable 
part  of  the  landed  property  of  the 
kingdom  was  held  under  afts  of  in- 
clofurc.     A  great  part  of  his  own 
eftate  was  of  that  tenure.     It  had 
been  an  open  country,  and  was  in  a 
very  rapid  ftate  of  progreffive  culti- 
vation   and    improvement.      There 
were   many  inllances,  which  came 
within  his  own  knowledge,  of  the 
evils  which  arofe  from  the  clergy's 
being  obliged  to  take  tythes  ;  and 
he  was  perfuaded,  that  they  would 
never  be  fo  effedually  removed,  as 
by  a  general  commutation  by  land 
or  money.     He  would  ever  fupport 
the  juft  rights  of  the  clergy  ;  for  in 
fupporiing  them,  he  fliould  main- 
tain the  caufe  of  religion  and  virtue. 
Their  rights  and  property  were  as 
facrcd   as  thofe   of  their  lordfliips. 
They  were  derived  from  the  confli- 
tution,  and  muft  be  maintained,  or 
tall  with   it ;   and  he  was   ready   to 
rilk  his  fortune  and  his  life  in  their 
fuppo't.     But    he   was   fullv   con- 


vinccd,  that  it  would  be  highly  be- 
neficial to  the  clergy,  that  land 
fliould  be  granted  to  them  in  lieu  of 
tythes.  Jn  his  own  neighbourhood, 
which  had  been  an  open  country, 
hut  was  now  happily  inclofed,  in- 
llead  of  the  clergy  and  farmers  be- 
ing perpetually  quarrelling,  and 
going  to  law,  all  was  harir.ony  and 
good  neighbourhood  :  the  revenues 
of  the  church,  in  point  of  a«51ual  re- 
ceipt, were  confiderably  increafed, 
the  landed  property  was  much  aug- 
mented in  its  annual  value,  and  the 
fanners  grew  rich.  On  the  whole, 
being  a  real  friend  to  the  principle 
of  inclofing,  and  feeing  nothing  in 
the  prefent  bill  but  what  was  agree- 
able to  that  general  principle,  he 
fliould  vote  for  receiving  the  report 
immediately,  and  of  courfe  give  his 
negative  to  the  motion  made  by  the 
learned  prelate  for  re-committing 
the  bill. 

The  bifliop  of  LandafT  now  rofe, 
and  obferved,  that  the  queilion  be- 
fore the  houfe  involved  in  it  a  va- 
riety of  the  mod:  important  points 
which  could  poffibly  affeft  the 
whole  of  a  mofl  ufeful  and  refpeft- 
able  body  of  men,  the  parochial 
clergy  ;  and  which  therefore  fliould 
not  be  decided  but  upon  the  molt 
mature  reflcftion.  He  was,  there- 
fore, of  opinion,  that  the  bill  fliould 
be  re-conniiitted.  One  of  the  con- 
fequences,  he  remarked,  of  com- 
muting tythe  for  land,  would  be, 
fubjecting  the  clergy  to  all  the  bur- 
thens of  landed  property.  Some  of 
thoi'e  burthens  had  not  yet  been 
felt;  they  would  ultimately,  he 
feared,  be  deflruflive,  He  begged 
their  lordfliips  to  confider,  what 
muft  be  the  fituation  of  a  clergy- 
man, whofe  all  depended  upon  the 
land  allotted  by  the  irclofure  ?  The 
immediate  advantages  derived  from 
an  increafe  of  incoroe,  were  more 
K  than 
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than  compenfated  by  the  heavieft 
future  inconveniencics,  which,  as 
they  were  lemote,  were  unfortu- 
nately neither  forei'een  nor  attended 
to.  Tiiken  on  either  fuppoiition, 
of  the  incumbent's  occupying  the 
land  hinifelf,  or  letting  it  to  a  te- 
nant, the  event  niuft,  in  procefs  of 
time,  prove  equally  fatal  to  the 
church.  Ill  cultivated,  impoverifhed, 
and  exhaufted  ground,  defolated 
fences,  dilapidated  barns,  an  infol- 
vent  landlord,  and  an  vuidone  te- 
nant, nnilt  leave  the  fucceflbr  with- 
out relief,  and  without  remedy,  to 
bemoan,  in  fruitlefs  wiflies,  the  ill- 
judged  exchange.  As  to  the  pre- 
lentconiHtutional  proviiionot  tythes, 
it  was  certainly  attended  with  occa- 
fional  difficulties  ;  though  thofe  dif- 
ficulties had,  in  his  opinion,  been 
conliderably  over-rated,  both  as  to 
their  magnitude  and  frequency. 
The  clam(jur  raiied  from  the  few  in- 
cumbents who  received  their  tythe 
in  kii.d,  was  diligently  propagated, 
while  the  liknt  meritorious  modera- 
tion of  the  many,  who  benefitted 
their  parilhioners  by  an  inadequate 
compofition,  remained  either  un- 
known, or  itudioufly  fupprefled. 
The  quellion  had  hitherto  been  ar- 
gued only  on  the  idea  that  there  was 
no  third  mode.  Should,  however, 
the  legiflature  determine,  contrary 
both  to  bis  fentiinents,  and  his 
vvirr.es,  to  annihilate  tythe  in  future 
bills  of  inclofure,  he  would  jufl: 
hint  then,  as  a  matter  deferving  the 
future  confideration  of  their  lord- 
flitps,  the  fubfdtuting  a  corn-rent, 
on  the  principle  of  the  well-known 
a6l:  of  queen  Elizabeth,  which  re- 
gulates the  payment  of  referved 
rents  in  collegiate  leafcs. 

The  duke  of  Richmond  obferved, 
that  in  every  view  in  which  he  con- 
lidered  it,  he  highly  approved  of 
the  bill  before  the  houfe,  and  fhould 


of  confequence  vote  for  its  being 
paffed  into  a  law.  From  a  variety 
of  tafts,  which  had  come  within 
his  knowledge,  he  was  convinced  of 
the  inexpediency  of  taking  tythes 
in  kind,  and  of  the  numerous  iaw- 
fuits,  dilagreementS;  and  bad  blood, 
which  were  thereby  occafioned  be- 
tween the  incumbent  and  his  pa- 
rilhioners.  In  thoie  parifhes,  v.here 
tythes  were  taken  in  kind,  they  bred 
perpetual  difpute  and  animolity  ; 
and  even  as  to  the  point  of  emolu- 
ment, his  grace  Iblemnly  protefted, 
th,.t  he  believed,  upon  an  average, 
the  clergyman  would  be  much  bet- 
ter off  by  making  a  reafonahle  com- 
pofition, by  which  his  parifliioners 
would  even  be  conlider.'.ble  gainers, 
than  by  collecting"  his  tythes  in  kind. 
Several  other  lords  fpoke  in  this  de- 
bate, in  the  courfe  of  which  fome 
perfonal  altercation  paffed  between 
the  chancellor  and  the  firlf  lord  of 
the  admiralty ;  but  the  houfe  at 
length  divided,  when  the  numbers 
for  the  re-commitment  were  23, 
and  againft  it  3  i .  The  billrop  of 
St.  David's  motion  being  thus  re- 
je61ed,  the  report  was  received,  and 
the  bill  read  a  third  time,  and 
paffed. 

A  few  days  after,  the  fubjecl  was 
again  difcuffed  in  the  houfe  of 
peers,  in  confequence  of  three  pro- 
pofitions,  in  the  form  of  relblu- 
tions,  which  were  moved  by  eart 
Bathurft,  and  which  were  intended 
to  bring  the  matter  in  difpute  to 
fome  iolcmn  decifion.  The  firif  re- 
folution  moved  by  that  nobieiyian, 
was^  "  that  it  was  the  opinion  of 
that  houfe,  that  inclofures  of  com- 
mons, waife  lands,  forefts,  and 
open  fields,  were  highly  beneficial 
to  the  kingdom."  His  lordfhip 
went  into  a  hiflory  of  the  practice 
of  inclofing  commons,  wafte  landa^ 
forefts,  and  open   fields,   in  whichr 
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he  flievvcd,  that  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  VI II.  and  ot  queen  Eliza- 
beth, there  was  a  prevailing  idea, 
that  fuch  inchjfiires  were  detrimen- 
tal, and  a  variety  of  ftatiues  were 
made  to  forbid  them.  In  the  reign 
of  James  li.  however,  men  began 
to  change  their  opinions,  and  the 
cjueftion  aiUimed  a  new  face.  Since 
that  period,  the  advantage  of  in- 
clofing  coiiimons,  wafte  hinds,  and 
open  fields,  had  become  gradually 
more  and  more  obvious,  and  fo  fully 
had  prevailed  with  the  legillature, 
that,  within  the  laft  thirtv  or  forty 
years,  nearly  nine  hundred  inclofure 
bills  had  palfed  both  houfes  of  par- 
liament, and  received  the  royal  af- 
fent.  It  was,  indeed,  manifeil,  his 
lordfliip  laid,  that  inciofure  bills  in 
general  greatly  contributed  to  the 
benefit  of  agriculture,  to  the  em- 
ployment of  the  induftrious,  to  the 
decreafe  of  the  poor's  rates,  and  to 
the  general  wealth  of  the  kingdoin. 
His  fecond  refolution  was,  that  "  it 
was  the  opinion  of  that  houfe,  that 
commuting  of  tythes,  in  certain 
cafes  of  inclol'iire,  where  it  could 
be  done  with  juftice,  for  tyi  ade- 
quate compenfatlon  of  corn  or  land, 
was  a  meafure  equally  beneficial  to 
the  clergy  and  the  landholder,  and 
ought  to  be  encouraged  by  the  le- 
gillature." This  propohtion,  he 
faid,  was  meant  to  have  a  retro- 
fpecfive  as  well  as  profpeftive  view  ; 
for,  as  fo  much  property  had 
been  alieady  alfefled  under  this  fpe- 
cie?  of  tenure,  it  would  operate  in  a 
two-fold  manner :  it  would  tend  to 
quiet  the  minds  of  thofe  who  al- 
ready held  pofTeflions  under  the  faith 
ot"  parliament,  no  nv^tter  whether 
clergy  or  laity,  and  encourage  the 
proprietors  of  lands  not  divided,  to 
apply  to  ivarliament  in  time  to  come. 
In  fpeaking  in  fupport  of  this  refo- 
lution, his   lordfliip  obftrved,    that 


till  the  Reformation  the  clergy  taxed 
themfclves,  and  the  means  by  which 
that  rnode  was  altered,  he  believed^ 
few  of  their  lordfliips  were  particu- 
larly acquainted  with.  The  change 
was  effefted  not  by  an  a6t  of  purlia- 
ment,  not  by  a  refolution  of  either 
houfe,  or  even  by  any  royal  procla- 
mation, but  Iblely  owed  its  ori^iri 
to  a  writren  agreement,  the  record 
of  which  he  had  feeir.  It  was  figned 
by  no  other  perfons  but  the  lord 
chancellor  and  the  archbiftiop  of 
Canterbury,  early  after  the  Reitora- 
tion,  and  who  were,  in  fa6t,  the 
only  contrafting  parties  to  the 
agreement,  by  which  the  parlia- 
ment, the  clergy,  and  the  nation, 
had  bound  themfelves  by  a  tacic 
content,  or  filent  acquiefcence. 
The  tenor  of  this  agreement  was, 
that  the  clergy  fliould  give  up  the 
right  of  taxing  themfelves,  provided 
they  were  allowed  to  vote  for  mem- 
bers of  parliament,  and  by  that 
means  have  a  faare  in  elefting  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  people,  who 
were  entruiled  with  thetpower  of 
taxing  the  king'dom  at  large.  Under 
the  authority  of  this  agreement,  his 
lordfliip  faid,  the  clergy  had  for  (6 
many  years  paid  taxes  equally  with 
every  other  defcription  of  his  Ma= 
jefty's  fubjects.  His  third  propo- 
htion was,  "  that  it  might  be  expe- 
dient to  give  a  compenfation  in 
land,  money,  or  corn,  where  tythed 
v/ere  already  ufually  taken  in  kind, 
or  where  no  compofition  exiited.'* 
This,  his  lordlhip  remarked,  would 
only  operate  in  cafes  where  the  par- 
ties interefled  were  equally  well  in- 
clined to  come  to  fuch  an  agree- 
ment, and  would  of  courfe  be  en- 
tirely optional,  and  calculated  merely 
to  pave  the  way  to  piocure  a  good 
underftanding  between  the  paftor 
and  his  flock,  which,  he  trufted, 
would  promote  the  mutual  intereft 
K  2  of 
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of  both.     If  tliefe  proportions  were 
agreed  to  by  the   houfe,  he  meant 
to  make  them  the  foundation  of  a 
bill,  to  be  brought   in  at  a  fut^ure 
time,    by  which    all    difputes  con- 
cerning tythes   might  be  removed, 
and  proper  methods  be  gidopted  for 
the    moil    unexceptionable   mainte- 
nance of  the  clergy.     The   propo- 
litions  of  Lord  Bathorft  were  op- 
pofed  by  the  bifiiops  of  Landaff  and 
St.    David's,    and    with    particular 
seal  by  the  chancellor  ;  they  were 
defended  by  the  earl  of  Coventry ; 
but    were   withdrawn,    after   fome 
debate,  without  any  queilion,  under 
the  idea  that  the  feilion  was  too  hr 
advanced   to  come  to   any  final  de- 
cifion  on  a  bufinefs  of  fo  much  im- 
portance. 

On  the   2d  of  April,  Mr.  Dun- 
combe,  one  of  the  members  for  the 
county  of  York,  prcfented  a  peti- 
tion to  the  houfe  ot  commons,  from 
the    delegates  of  the  leveral   affo- 
ciated  counties.     But    in  order    to 
prevent  the  minifterial  party  from 
having  a  pretence  for  rejefting  it, 
it  was  not  ilyled,    a  petition   from 
the   delegates,  but  a  petition  from 
certain  freeholders  of  feveral  coun- 
ties.    It    was    to    have    been     prc- 
fented by  Sir  George  Saville,  but  he 
was  prevented  from  attending  the 
houfe    by    a   fcvere   illnefs.     Mr. 
Duncombe  lamented,  that  the  peti- 
tion {hould  fufter  by  the  abfence  of 
the  honourable  baronet ;  who  would 
have   given   fo   much    refpeft  and 
energy  to  the  humble  and  legal  re- 
qvtifitions  of  the  conftitiient  body  of 
the  people  ;  but,  at  the  lame  time, 
he  rejoiced  in  that  public  opportu- 
nity of  declaring  his  approb.ition  of 
the   principle  and   the  tendency  of 
that  petition,  which  fpoke  the  fen- 
tlments,  and  exprcffed  thewifliesof 
fo  many  thoufandj  of  his  own  con- 
ilituents.     He    likevvife     declared, 


that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  waS 
altogether  conformable  to  his  own* 
wiflies  and  piinciples.  He  thought 
that  the  reform,  which  was  folicited 
by  the  people,  was  not  only  pro- 
per, but  abfolutely  neceflary  to  the 
welfare  and  exiftence  of  our  conili^^ 
tution. 

Mr.    Daniel   Parker   Coke   faid, 
that  he  highly  approved  of  the  con- 
tents of  that  petition,  and  that  ha 
himfell  had  ligned  a  fimilar  one  laft 
year  ;  but  if  the  title  of  the  petition 
had  been,  a  petition  from  the  dele- 
gates ot  certain  counties,  he  made 
no  fcruple  to  declare,  that  fuch  a 
petition  ought  not,  in   his  opinion, 
to  be  received  by  the  houle  ;  be- 
caufe  he  neither  held  it  to  be  legal, 
nor  conftitutionul,   for  any  indivi- 
duals, fo  ilyling  themfelves,  to  pe- 
tition parliament.     The  only  aflb* 
ciations  that  he  confidered   as  war* 
ranted  by  law  and  the  conftitutioB 
were,    affociations   of    counties   at 
large,  or  .the  eleftors  of  boroughs, 
for  the   purpofe  of  petitioning  par- 
liament, or  for  the  purpofe  of  in- 
llrufting  their  reprelentatives.     A? 


the  fame  time  he  delired  the  houfe; 
to  underftand,  that  he  had  not  the 
leail  objection  to  the  gentlemen  who 
were  Ilyled  delegates  from  the  feve- 
ral counties.  He  knew  them  to  h» 
men  ot  the  firll  charader,  and  fome 
of  the  moil  refpectable  men  in  the 
kingdom  ;  and  from  whom,  perfo- 
nally,  no  injury  to  the  conftl tution 
could  be  apprehended.  But  the 
eilablifliment  of  fuch  a  body,  and 
the  recognizing  of  therh  by  the  ac- 
ceptance of  their  petition,  he  looked 
upon  to  be  exceedingly  improper. 

Mr.  Dunning  laid,  that  there' 
could  be  no  queilion  now  before  the 
houfe  concerning  the  propriety,  or 
impropriety,  of  accepting  a  peti- 
tion trcm  men  reprefented  to  be 
delegates,  becaufe  tlie  prefect  peti- 
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not  rife  to  provoke   a  debate,    by 
faying  any  thing  on  the  fubjcd:!:  of 
the   petition  now  preftnted  to  the 
houfe :    but  he  could   not   lit   llill, 
and  hear  it  alferted,  that  it  was  an 
illegal,    or   unconlVitutional    thing, 
to  appoint  delegates,  or  that  thofe 
delegates  ihould  petition  parliament. 
He  confidered  it,  on  the  contrary, 
not  only  as  a  legal,    but,   in    the 
prefent  circumftances  and  fituation 
of  this  country,  as  a  laudable  mea- 
fure.     By  what  law,  or  what  a£l, 
was   it    declared   to  be    unconftitu- 
tlonal  for  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try, to  appoint  delegates  to   refide 
in  the  metropolis,  and  to  watch  the 
conduct  of    their    reprefentatives  ? 
And  by  what  law  was  it  declared  t® 
be    unconttitutional    for    the    dele- 
gates,   fo    appointed,    to    apply    to 
parliament  by  a  loyal  and  fubmif- 
live   petition  r     Did    they    lofe    the 
privilege  of   the   freeholder,    when 
they  affumed  the   title  of  the  dele- 
gate ?     or    did   it    in    any    degree 
change  the  nature,  or  diminiili  the 
confequence  of  the  perfons,   when 


tion  was  not  offered  to  them  under 
that    defcription.     if    it    had,    he 
(hould  have  been  ready  to  have  de  • 
fended  the  propriety  of  fuch  a  pe- 
tition,   becaufe   he   conceived   that 
there  was  nothing  either  illegal,  or 
unconiHtiitional,     in    the   charaftcr 
or  in  the  name  of  a  delegate.     He 
wiflied,  however,  to  provoke  no  de- 
bate on  that  day  :    it  was  merely 
intended  to  move  for  the  petition  to 
lie  on  the  table,    in  order  that/  it 
fliould  be    taken  into  conlideration 
on  a  future  day.     It  had  been  his 
wifli  and  delign  to  have  propofcd  to 
refer   it   to  a  committee ;    and  he 
conceived   it  was    a   topic    highly 
worthy   of  the  moft  ferious  conli- 
deration of    the    houfe.      But    he 
found  that  this    propofition   would 
have  been  difputed  ;  and,  therefore, 
he  wiflied  to  give  gentlemen  leifure 
to  read  the  petition,  and  to  confjder 
it,  before  he  fliould  make  the  mo- 
tion ;   and  he  had  reafon  to  believe 
that  when  they  read  it,  and  faw  the 
names  by  which  it  was  figned,  the 
objefts   to  which   it  went,  and  the 

purpofe  which   it  aimed  to  accom-     they  adopted  that  chai^aftcr  ?  Surely 
plifli,  they  would  not  then  think  it     not :  fuch  a  petition  would  be  per- 


proper  to  refufe  the  motion  of  re 
ferring  it  to  a  committee.     Such  a 
refufal  would  in  faft  be  to  fay,  that 
there  was  nothing  in  the  petition  de- 
ferving    the    conlideration    of    the 
houfe.  This,  he  believed,  they  would 
not  venture  to  fiiy.     The  petition 
was  almoft  the  fame,  in  every   re- 
fpeft,    with    that  which    had   been 
prefented  lafl  year  from  the  county 
of  York,  and  on  which,  and  other 
fimilar    petitions,    the    houfe    had 
come  to  the  refolutions  of  the  6th 
of  April  ;    and   which    refolutions, 
he  would  fuppofe,  nothing  but  the 
diflblution  of  parliament   had   pre- 
vented   them    from   carrying    into 
•Ilea. 
Mr.  Fox  obferved,  that  he  did 


fcvitly  conllitutional.  He  found  no 
law  nor  acl  to  prevent  it ;  but  he 
found  it,  from  every  conlideration, 
to  be  not  only  a  legal,  but  a  laud- 
able mcafure  :  and  if  that  petition 
had  been  declared  to  be  the  petition 
of  the  delegates,  he  fliould  have 
been  ready  to  have  figned  it  in  his 
delegated  capacity,  and  to  have  de- 
fended it  in  that  houfe  as  a  faithful 
reprefentative  of  the  people.  After 
fome  farther  debate,  the  petition 
was  brought  up,  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  upon  the  table. 

On  the  26th  of  April,  Mr. 
Penton  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  for  better  preventing  defer- 
tions  in  the  navy.  He  informed 
the  houfe,  that  vhe  firft  objcft  in  his 
K  3  propofed 
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pvopofed  bin  was  to  impofe  a  fine  oi 
five  pounds  tor  tiie.firlt  oiTence,  and 
ten  pounds  for  the  iecond,  on  all 
pcrlons  \\  ho  enticed  men  trora  his 
Majeity's  naval  I'ervice,  the  lame  to 
be  recovered  by  information  made 
before  any  julHce  ot  the  peitce  ;  the 
fecond  was,  to  impofe  the  fame  pe- 
nalty, and  to  be  levied  in  like  man- 
ner, upon  all  thofe  who  fnould  fe- 
crete  any  failor,  knowing  him  to  be 
a  deferter ;  and  the  third  was,  to 
lay  aifonliderable  fine  upon  captains 
of  merchantmen,  who  fhould  know- 
ingly harbour,  or  employ  on  board 
their  fliips,  any  fuch  deferter.  Mr. 
Turner,  member  for  the  city  of 
York,  who  has  always  diilinguifhed 
himfelf  in  pailiament  by  a  laudable 
zeal  in  fupport  of  the  rights  of  the 
common  people,  oppofed  the  intro- 
duction of  this  bill.  He  declared, 
that  he  Ibould  ever  be  againft  any 
bill  that  had  a  tendency  to  harrals 
the  fubje6f,  and  to  deprive  indivi- 
duals of  the  free  exercife  of  their 
natural  liberty.  He  detefled,  he 
faid,  the  idea  of  deeming  an  im.- 
prefled  man  a  deferter.  He  never 
could  view  fuch  an  individual  in 
that  light.  An  imprelied  man,  in 
feiv.ing  the  firfl  opportunity  of 
making  his  efcape,  did  no  rnore 
than  nature,  juilice,  and  reafon 
dictated  ;  and  it  was  cruelty  in 
the  extreme,  to  authorize  the  pu- 
niiliment  of  m.en  for  attempting  to 
regain  that  liberty,  which  had  been 
forcibly  taken  from  them.  The 
bill  was  alfo  intended  to  punifli 
thole  who  concealed  imprelied  men, 


fo  efcaping,  with  a  heavy  fine. 
But  could  it  be  maintained,  that 
any  man  ought  to  be  fined  for  con- 
cealing his  brother,  his  friend,  or 
his  neighbour,  who,  having  beea 
fnatched  away  from  h-s  family,  and 
dragged  from  his  hou'e  on  board  a 
fliip,  had  found  mciins  to  get  on 
fiiore  again  ?  Humairty  Ihuddcred 
at  the  idea  !  He  never  would  adopt 
fuch  arbitrary  feutiments  He  made 
no  fcruple  to  declare,  that  he  had 
concealed  fome  hundreds  of  im- 
prefled  men  in  his  time  :  and  he 
did  ic,  not  to  injure  the  public  fer- 
vice,  not  to  impede  the  neceffary 
operations  of  government,  but  to 
relieve  men  whom  he  knew  to  have 
been  ill-treated  and  opprelTed.  The 
Britifii  feamen  were  a  noble  fet  of 
men  ;  they  deferved  every  thing  of 
their  couBtry  ;  they  were  its  ho- 
nour, its  fupporr,  and  its  glory ! 
'I  hey  ought,  therefore,  to  be  en- 
couraged, and  not  opprefled.  Ad- 
ditional rewards  ihould  rather  be 
given  them,  to  ftir  them  on,  and  to 
excite  them  to  court  the  fervice  ; 
and  it  was  equally  impolitic  and 
unjull,  by  cruel  though  unavailing 
reftraints,  to  alienate  their  aftcc- 
tions.  They  were  not  men  to  be 
intimidated,  or  deterred  f  rcrn  endea- 
vouring to  avoid  oppreffion.  New 
penalties,  and  new  punifliments, 
only  created  new  crimes  and  new 
offences.  Notwithftanding  thefe  ob- 
jections, leave  was  given  to  bring 
in  Mr.  Penton's  bill  ;  but,  uport, 
the  Iccond  leading,  it  was  very  pro- 
perly rejeded  by  the  houfe. 
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Eaji  India  Affairs.  War  het-vjeen  the  Marattas  and  the  KngllJJ}.  Hyder  Ally 
enters  into  a  Confederacy  ^Mith  the  former  again'i  the  latter.  He  makes  aft 
Jrruption  into  the  {.arnatic.  Defeat  the  BritiJJj  Tr  ops  under  the  Command 
of  Lieutenant-colon  I  Baillie,  Sir  HeHor  Munro,  Commander  of  the  Britijh 
Army^  retreats  to  Madras,  Hyder  Ally  hejieges  Jrcot,  the  principal  I  ovja 
of  the  Ca>'7tat!C^  makes  himfdf  Ma  ier  of  it.,  and  ravages  the  Country.  Sir 
Kyre  Cootc  arri'ues  at  Madras,  andtaies  the  Command  of  the  Britijh  Jr?ny, 
He  defeats  ■  yder  Ady  in  a,  general  Engagement.  Debates  on  Motions  made 
in  the  tienfe  of  t^om/nons,  relatione  to  the  Affairs  of  the  Ea  •  hidia  Com- 
pany. An  Ad paffcd  ffr  limiting  the  JurifdiHion  of  the  fupreme  Court  at 
Calcutta,  and  for  indemnifying  the  C overnor-general  a;id  Council  of  Ben- 
gal,  in  their  Refijiance  to  the  Proceedings  of  that  Court. 


WE  have  already  feen,  that 
great  difcontcnts  were  occa- 
fioned  w  the  Eall  Indies,  in  confe- 
queiice  of  the  eftabliihment  of  the 
fupreme  court  at  Calcutta  :  bat  there 
were  other  circumftances  which 
caui'ed  the  affairs  of  the  Eafl  India 
company  to  be  in  a  critical  and  un- 
fettled  rtate.  The  company's  fer- 
vants  had  unfortunately  engaged 
themfelves  in  a  contell  with  the  ivla- 
rattas,  who  are  the  only  people  of 
Hindollan  that  were  not  effectually 
fubdued,  or  who  did  not  unani- 
niOLifly  fiibmit  to  the  government, 
and  acknowled;:^e  allegiance  as  fiefs, 
to  the  throne  of  the  Mogul.  They 
are  a  brave  and  warlike  people,  and 
conceiving  themfelves  to  be  ill  ufed 
by  the  company's  fervants,  a  war 
cnfLied  between  them  and  the  Eng- 
liQi,  which  was  attended  with  great 
expence,  and  with  various  fuccefs. 
The  celebrated  Hyder  Ally  had  alfo 
been  engaged  in  a  war  with  the  Ma- 
rattas, but  he  afterwards  made  peace 
with  them,  and  joined  with  them  in  a 
confederacy  againft  the  Englifli.  He 
complained,  and  it  feems  not  without 
reafon,  that  the  latter  had  not  kept 
their  treaties  with  him  ;  it  was  at  leail 


manifeft,  that  the  cornpany's  fervants 
had  nor  adopted  thofe  methods  to 
keep  on  amicable  terms  with  him, 
which  good  policy  required.  Hyder 
.Ally,  regent  of  the  kingdom  of 
Myfore,  was  originally  a  foldier  of 
forcune.  He  rofe,  by  degrees,  from 
a  low  rank,  to  the  fupreme  command 
of  the  Rajah's  army  ;  and,  on  the 
death  of  that  prince,  imprifoned 
his  fon,  whom  he  had  deUined  to 
fucceedhimon  the  throne,  and  feized 
the  rein?  of  government,  affuming 
the  title  of  guardan  to  the  young 
prince.  Hyder  pofleffes  a  valuable, 
extenfive,  and  well  regulated  coun- 
try ;  he  can  bring  into  the  (leld  a 
very  nuinerous  and  well  difc'iplincd 
army  ;  he  is  no  lefs  exa6t  in  the  pay- 
ment of  his  forces  than  attentive  to 
their  difcipline,  and  his  revcuies  are 
very  great.  About  the  clofe  of  the 
year  1779,  his  military  force  was 
computed  to  coniift  of  70.000  in- 
fantry, of  which  2'^,ooo  were  ia 
regular  battalions  ;  30,000  cavalry, 
of  which  2000  were  Abyffinian 
horfe,  which  coniiandy  attended 
his  perfon  ;  10,000  Carnatic  horfe, 
well-trained  ;  400  Europeans  ;  and 
100  pieces  of  cannon,  which  were 
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worked  "by  Europeans.  He  poflcfles 
great  courage  and  abilities  ;  and  it 
appears,  that  his  conduft,  in  iiis 
civil  capacity,  has  been  fupported 
by  a  degree  of  political  addrefs,  un- 
equalled by  any  Afiatic  power  that 
has  yet  appeared  in  Hindortan. 
Moni'.  Bellecombe,  at  Pondicherry, 
kept  up  a  correfpondence  with  him, 
and  endeavoured  all  in  his  power 
to  engage  him  in  the  intereft  of  the 
French  ;  and  his  efforts  for  that 
purpofe  were  not  without  fuccefs. 

In  the  month  of  July,  1780, 
Hyder  Ally  broke  into  the  Car- 
natic  with  a  very  large  army,  and 
made  a  confiderable  devallation  in 
the  country.  A  fliort  time  before 
tins,  news  was  brought  from  Mau- 
ritius, that  it  was  intended  by  the 
French  to  fend  Hyder  a  confiderable 
reinforcement  of  troops,  and  a  fup- 
ply  of  military  ftores.  At  this  in- 
formation heis  faid  to  have  exprefi'ed 
great  fatisfa£lion,  and  to  have  de- 
clared, that  he  was  determined  to 
Tuin  the  Carnatic,  and  to  challife 
the  Englifli.  "  He  had  tried  them 
■already,  he  faid,  and  knew  them 
well ;  they  had  no  conduft  ;  and 
even  now,  although  he  had  afiem- 
bled  fo  great  a  force  to  enter  into 
their  country,  they  had  not  mani- 
fefted  the  leall  glimmering  of  ability, 
and  therefore  now  was  the  time  to 
go  againft  them." 

It  appears,  indeed,  that  there 
was  at  this  time  a  very  culpable 
negligence  in  the  government  of 
Madras,  with  refpedt  to  making  the 
neceiTary  preparations  for  oppofing 
the  prqgrefs  of  Hyder,  of  whofe 
intentions  they  had  then  received 
fufficient  information.  On  the  ■  th 
of  September,  lieutennnt-colonel 
Baillie,  with  a  detachment  of  300 
European  infantry,  fome  artillery, 
three  battalions  of  feapoys,  and  ten 
pieces  pf  cannon,  was  attacked  by 


the  fon   of  Hyder  Ally,  whom  ho 
defeated.     Previoufly  to  this  Hyder 
himfelf  had    befieged    Arcot,    the 
chief   town   of   the    Carnatic,    but 
after  fome   days  thought  proper  to 
relinquifli   the    fiege.      Lieutenant- 
colonel    Baillie    afterwards   hearing 
that  Hyder,  with  the  main  body  of 
his  forces,  had  got  between  him  and 
major-general    iir    Heftor    Munro, 
who  commanded  the  grand  Britifh 
army,  he   thought  proper   to   halt 
where  he  was,  and  immediately  uif- 
patched  feveral    letters  by  difierent 
routes  to  that  general,     informing 
him  of  his  fituation,  and  intreating 
that  he  would  make  a  motion  with 
the  army   under  his   command,    to 
favour  his  junction.     The  meafures 
adopted  for  this  purpofe  were   not, 
however,    of  the  moft  expeditious 
kind,    though    a    detachment    was 
fent  to  his  affiftance  :  but  before   he 
could  make   any  junftion   with  the 
grand   army,    he   was  attacked  by 
Hyder  Ally,  on  the    loth  of  Sep- 
tember, with  a  much  fuperior  force, 
and  totally   defeated.     The   adion 
lafted  feveral  hours  ;  but  the  Britifli 
troops  wxre  at  length  overpowered 
by  numbers  ;  Hydei'scavalrv  having 
broken  in  upon  their  line,  when  a 
great  flaughter  enfaed.    All  the  Eu- 
ropeans  were  either  cut  to  pieces, 
or  taken  prifoners  ;  and  about  2000 
feapoys  are  faid  to  have  lain  dead  on 
the  field  of  battle.     In  this  engage- 
ment, colonel   Baillie,     with   many 
other  officers,  were  made  prifoners ; 
and  colonel  Fletcher,  with  the  cap- 
tains   Rumfey    and    Powell,    were 
killed.     After  this  unfortunate  afti- 
on,  fir  Heftor  Munro  retreated  im- 
mediately tov.-ards  Madras.     Hvder 
again  attacked  Arcot,  and  made  him- 
felf mafier  of   the  town,    with  an 
immenfe  quantity  of  ftores  in  it,   on 
the  31ft  of  Odober  ;  and  his  caval- 
ry now  over-ran,  and  laid  vvafte  the 
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whole  country.  Thefe  events  threw 
the  affairs  ot  the  company,  in  that 
part  of  India,  into  great  confufion  : 
there  was,  indeed,  much  difunion 
in  their  councils  ;  and  the  condu6l 
of  thofe  who  then  had  the  chief  di- 
redion,  both  in  the  civil  and  mili- 
tary line,  appears  to  have  been  high- 
ly detrimental  to  the  intererts  of  the 
company. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  things  when 
lir  Evre  Cooce  arrived  at  Madras, 
on  the  5th  of  November,  with  a 
reinforcement  of  Britifli  troops.  He 
immediately  took  the  command  of 
the  army,  and  made  the  neceffary 
arrangements  for  putting  it  in  a 
better  condition,  and  for  fecuring 
the  remaining  poflcffions  of  the 
company,  as  u'ell  as  for  facilitating 
the  operations  againfl  the  enemy. 
He  alio  wrote  to  the  prefidency  of 
Bombay,  to  fir  Edward  Hughes, 
and  to  general  Goddard,  to  unite  in 
diltreffing  Hydcr's  poffcllions  on  the 
Malabar  coail:,  and  to  be  particu- 
larly aifiduous  in  promoting  peace 
with  the  Marattas.  A  French  fleet 
afterwards  apptared  on  the  coalf  of 
Coromandel,  which,  it  v/as  expci%d, 
would  have  landed  fome  affiftance 
for  Hyder  Ally  ;  but  it  left  that 
coaft,  in  February,  1781,  without 
doing  this,  or  without  efFed:ing  any 
material  injury  to  the  Britifli  fettle- 
ments.  The  following  month  fir 
.Eyre  Coote  retook  fome  places  of 
which  Hyder  had  made  himfelf 
mafter  ;  and  fir  Edward  Hughes  de- 
ftroyed  fome  fliips  at  Mangulure, 
the  principal  fea-port  of  Hyder  on 
the  Malabar  coaft.  General  Coote 
was  indefatigable  in  his  exertions  to 
oppofe  the  progrefs  of  Hyder  ;  and 
on  the  iftof  July,  he  brought  him 
to  a  general  aftion  between  Porto 
Novo  and  Mooteapollam.  The  en- 
gagement lafted  eight  hours,  and  it 
was  a  hard  fought  day  on  both  fides. 


The  army  of  Hyder  confiftcd  of 
twenty-five  battalions  of  infantry, 
400  Europeans,  from  40  to  50,000 
horfe,  and  above  100,000  match- 
lock men.  Peons  and  Polygars,  with 
forty-fcvcn  pieces  of  cannon.  But 
though  the  Britifli  army  was  ex- 
ceedingly interior  in  point  of  num- 
bers, the  troops  of  Hyder  at  length 
retreated,  and  left  fir  Eyre  Coote 
mafter  of  the  field  of  battle.  Meer 
Saib,  Hyder's  favourite  general, 
was  mortally  wounded  intheaftion; 
and  among  4000,  who  were  killed, 
were  many  of  his  principal  officers. 
Between  three  and  four  hundred 
were  killed  of  the  Britifli  troops, 
and  they  loft  but  i'ew  officers. 

But  before  this  favourable  turn 
in  the  company's  affairs,  a  motion 
was  made  by  lord  North,  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  on  the  3ifl:of 
April,  "  That  a  committee  of  fe- 
crecy  fliould  be  appointed,  to  in- 
quire into  the  caufes  of  the  war  now 
fubfiiling  in  the  Carnatic  ;  and  of 
the  prefent  condition  of  the  Britifh 
poffefiions  in  thofe  parts ;  and  to  re- 
port the  fame,  with  their  obfervati- 
on§  thereon."  Mr.  Fox  oppofed 
the  appointment  of  afecret  commit-, 
tee,  and  moved,  by  way  ot  amend- 
ment, that  it  fliould  not  be  a 
"  fecret,''  but  a  "  feleft  committee  ;'* 
and  this  amendment  was  fircnuoufiy 
fupported  by  Mr.  Burke.  Sir 
Thomas  Rumbold,  late  governor  of 
Madras,  who  was  now  returned 
from  India,  and  become  a  member 
of  the  houfe  of  commons,  remark- 
ed, that  the  fituation  of  our  affairs 
in  India  was  fuch,  as  to  require  the 
fober  and  ferious  inveltigation  of 
parliament  ;  and  he  declar&d,  that 
there  was  nothing  which  he  more  ar- 
dently defired,  than  that  the  whole 
ot  this  bufinefs  fliovild  be  thoroughly 
and  fairly  examined.  With  refpctl: 
to  the  inllitution  of  the  committee, 
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hefaid,  it  would  certainly  be  very  un- 
becoming of  him,  circumllanced  as 
he  was,  to  be  a  member  of  it,  and 
it  was  vviiat  he  by  no  means  deiired  : 
but  thous'h  he  was  aware,  that  a 
fecrct  committee  was  berter  calcu- 
lated to  do  bufuiefs  with  difpatch 
and  effe6t,  than  an  opt- n  one,  yet 
there  was  fomethin^i  in  the  ide.i  of  a 
fecret  committee  which  was  far  from 
being  latisfaftory.  In  the  progrefs 
of  this  Inquiry  it  would  be  fcmnd, 
that  there  was  great  irrrlcacy,  and 
much  labour,  in  the  neceffary  courfe 
of  the  inveftigation.  It  would  be 
difficult,  amldil:  the  voluminous 
maffes  of  papers  which  they  nuuT; 
have  before  them,  to  feled  fuch  as 
immediately  pointed  to  the  objcft  of 
the  inquiry  ;  and  they  would  have 
much  need  of  affiilance  and  aid 
from  gentlemen,  who,  by  being  in 
office  at  the  time,  and  interefted  in 
the  bufincis,  would  naturally  be 
more  acquainted  with  thofc  ohjefts. 
An  honourable  member  of  that 
houfe,  who  was  in  the  council  of 
Bengal,  andhlmfelf,  who  had  been 
the  governor  of  Madras,  might  be 
of  eflential  fervice  to  the  committee 
in  this  refpeil:  ;  and  he  took  the 
liberty  to  luggefl  this  to  the  houfe. 
After  fome  debate,  the  motion  was 
agreed  to,  as  originally  propofed 
by  the  minifter. 

On  a  fubfequent  day  fifteen 
members  were  chofen,  by  ballot, 
who  v.ere  to  conftitute  this  com- 
mittee of  fecrecy.  When  their 
names  were  reported  to  the  houfe, 
it  was  remarked  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Townfliend,  that  excepting  Mr. 
Gregory,  and  Mr.  Philip  Yorke, 
the  vvhcle  committee  was  compofed 
of  the  tried  friends  of  adminiftration, 
of  men  on  whom  the  firit  lord  of 
the  treafury  could  entirely  depend. 
He,  therefore,  owned,  that  he  had 
no  hopes  of  its  producing  any  good  ; 


it  would  be  like  all  the  former  Inqui- 
ries ;  it  would  end  in  difappoint- 
ment  ;  and  would  only  ferve  to 
fhew,  that  the  minlfter  inftitutcd 
this  inquiry  merely  to  deceive  the 
nation.  He  proceeded  tooblerve,  that 
it  was  from  the  miniiter's  fcreening 
delinquents,  when  they  came  from 
India,  that  all  the  evils  in  that  quar- 
ter of  the  globe  had  originated  j 
and  if  matters  were  fuftered  to  go  oa 
there,  as  they  had  lately  been  con- 
ducfcd,  odious  and  abhorrent  as  the 
conduct  "of  the  Spitniards,  on  their 
fir  if  difcovery  and  conqueft  of  Ame- 
rica, had  univerfally  been  held  to  be, 
by  every  writer  that  had  treated  on 
the  fubje^l,  ftill  more  odious .  ai>d 
more  detelfable  fliould  we,  as  a  na- 
tion, be  looked  upon  tor  our  conduct 
in  India.  It  was  reported,  that  the 
nabob  of  Arcot  had  feveral  mem- 
bers in  that  houfe  ;  and  if  it  were 
true,  that  by  fending  a  fum  of  mo- 
ney over  to  England,  he  could  feat 
eight  or  ten  members  in  that  houfe, 
Mr.  Townfliend  declared  it  to  be 
his  opinion,  that  they  were  become 
the  moft  abjec%  the  moft  contemp- 
tible let  of  beings  in  exiftence. 

On  the  23d  of  May  following,  a 
motion  was  made  by  general  Smith, 
that  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  petition  from  the  governor  and 
council  of  Bengal  fliould  be  read  ; 
v/hich  having  been  done,  the  gene- 
ral recapitulated  the  many  hardfhips 
that  the  zemindars,  or  feudatory 
princes  of  India,  together  with  the 
natives  of  that  country,  fuffered 
from  having  been  fubjefted  to  the 
jurifdicfion  of  an  Engllfh  tribunal, 
and  to  Englifli  laws.  He  reprefented 
the  elfablifliment  of  that  tribunal, 
and  the  government  by  Englifh  laws, 
as  utterly  inconliftent  with  the 
cuftoms,  manners,  and  religious 
principles  of  the  natives  of  India  ; 
and  hence  concluded,  that  it  feemed 
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proper  totally  to  aboliili  the  fupreme 
court  which  had  been  clhtbliflied  in 
that  country.     He   did   not,  howe- 
ver, jnean  at  prefent  to  go  fo  nir  ; 
he  intended  only   to  introduce  uich 
regulations  as  fliould  make  the  court 
pi  judicature  Icfs   odious,    and   lefu 
oppreflive    to  the  natives    of  India. 
I'hey  were   daily   harrafled   by    its 
fummonfes ;   and  ihe  people  in  every 
part  of  the  country  were  enemies  to 
Its  jurifdidion.     Nay,    the  judges 
had   carried   their  authority  fo  far, 
evcH  over  the  company  itfelf,  as  to 
authorize  thefale  of  lands  belonging 
to    the  company  ;    thus  taking   on 
themfelves    to  determine  upon   the 
right  to  the  territorial  acquifitlons  ; 
9.   queftion  upon  which  parliament 
jtfelf  had  never  yet  thought  proper 
to  i^ive  an  opinion.    In  confequence 
of    their   proceedings    the  country 
was   in   the   greateil:  difcrder.     All 
law  and  regulation  were  at  an  end, 
and  there  appeared  a  moll  dangerous 
and  extenfive  fcene  of  anarchy  and 
confulion,  which  forcibly  called  for 
the  immediate  intervention  ot  par- 
liament, by  which  peace  and  order 
might  be  reftored  as  foon  as  pofRble. 
He,  therefore,   moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in   a   bill,    "  to  explain  and 
amend  fo  much  of  an  a6t,   paffed  in 
the  thirteenth  year  of  the  reign  of 
his    prefent  Majefty,  for  the  better 
regulation  of  the  India  company,  as 
related  to  the  adminillration  of  juf- 
tice  in  Bengal  ;    and  alfo  to  indem- 
nify   the  governor  and  council   of 
Bengal,  for  having  refifted,  by  force 
of  arms,  the  execution  of  an  order 
of  the  fupreme  court  of  judicature 
in  that  kingdom."     Leave  was  ac- 
cordingly  given   to    bring   in   the 
bill. 

The  fame  day  the  hou^e  refolved 
itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
houfe,  when  lord  North  rofe,  and 
obferved,  that  it  had  been  much  his 
Willi,  that  an  agreement  for  the  re- 
newal of  the  charter  of   the  Eaii 
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India   company   fliould    have   been 
amicably  made,    and  that  voluntary 
propaiirions  Ihould  have  come  from 
themfehes,   oftering   terms  for  the 
benefit  of  the    exclulive  trade,   and 
of   the  territorial  acquilitions.     But 
he  was  forry  to  fay,  that  no  petiti- 
ons had  been  fcnt  from  the  company, 
nor  any  agreement  made  :  a  negoei- 
atlon  had,  indeed,  token   place    be- 
tween him  and    the   chainiian    and 
deputy-chairman  ;    but  the  propofi- 
ticns  made  by  them  were  not  fuch  as 
the   public   might   expeft,    or    the 
parliairrent  accede  to.     With  regard 
to  the  territorial  acquifitions  of  the 
company,    his    lordfliip  faid,  that  it 
was  his  opinion,    and  that  of  others 
more   learned  in  the  law,   that    the 
p'jblic  had  a  right  to  all  territorial 
acquifitions  made    by    private  fub- 
iefts  ;    but  how  far  it  might  be  pro- 
per to  let  the  revenue  of  thofe  terri'- 
tovial  acquilitions   remain  in  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  company,  was  quite  an- 
other queftion.    He  thought  it  would 
be  wife  to  leave  the  revenue  in  their 
hands  as   long  as  thev  held  the  ex- 
clulive trade,   becaufe  the  one  was 
conneited    and     blended    with    the 
oiher  ;   but  as  to  forec'oina  the  claim 
of  the  public,  to  that  he  never  would 
confent.     After    fundry    other  ob- 
fervations,  his  lovdljiip  made  a  moti- 
on,  "  That  it  was  the    opinion    of 
that  committee,    that    three-fourths 
of  the  furplus  of  the  net  profits  of 
the  Eail  India  company,   ever  fince 
the  company's    bond -debt    was    re- 
duced  to  01' e   million  five  himdred 
thoufand  pounds,    and  the   compa- 
ny's  dividends   have  been   eight  per 
centum  per   annum,      belong    to   the 
public,  and  that  lix  hundred  thou- 
fand pounds  in  lieu  thereof,   and  in 
difcharge  of  all  claims   on   the  part 
of  the  public,   be  paid  into  his  Ma- 
jefty's  exchequer  by  inltalmentc,   in 
fuch  manner,  and  at  fuch  times,   as 
fliall  be  agreed  on." 

This  motion  was  oppofed  by  Mr. 
^  Huiiey, 
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Hufley,   who  reprobated  the  idea  o 
taking   600,000!.   of  the  company 
under  its  prefent  circum fiances.    He 
produced  a  paper,    full  of  arithme- 
tical calculations,    which  he  read  to 
the  houfe,  and  ilated  to  be  correft 
computations  of  the  amount  of  the 
company's    exports    and     imports, 
the  expences  of  their  trade  at  home, 
and  the  balance  of  profit  of  each 
year,   for   many  years    pail:,    diftin- 
guifliing  the   commercial  from  the 
territorial    expences   and    incomes. 
From  thefe  computations  and  ftate- 
ments,  Mr.  Hufley  fhevved,  that  the 
commercial  and  territorial  revenues 
ef    the    Eaft  India   company    had, 
upon   an   average  of  fixteen    years 
fucceffivcly,  conftituted  together   a 
fum   equivalent  to    a   proportion  of 
ilxtecn   per   cent.      That  nine  per 
cent,  of  this    had  arifen    from  the 
commercial    profits  accruing  to  the 
company  ;  and,  therefore,  that  there 
had  not  been  eight  per  cent,  divided 
upon  that    part    ot    the    profits   to 
which  the  public    had  any  claim  or 
pretenfion.     He  farther   remarked, 
that  the  acceffion  of  the  territorial 
pofleffions  brought   with    them   ad- 
ditional expences,  and  that  the  pub- 
lic had  already  received  a  very  large 
fliare  of  the  company's  profits.     He 
declared  it  to  be  his  opinion,  that  the 
company   flwuld  always  make  it  a 
i-ule,  to  give  as  ample  and  full  relief 
to  the  public  burthens  as  their  fitu- 
ation  would  allow  ;  and  if  they  did 
this,    he   faw  no    reafon   why   the 
minifter  fhould  expect   more.     He 
ought  not,  by   the  ftrong  hand  of 
•povyer,    to   force  from   them   what 
they  did  not  themfclves   think  they 
could,  under  their  prefent  circum- 
fiances,  fpare    or  aftbrd,  and  what, 
at  the  fame  time,  they  might  think 
themfclves   under  no  obligation  to 
pay, 


Mr.  Dempfter  warned  the  houfe, 
to  take  care  now  they  proceeded  in  a 
matter  that  went  to  afted:  the  char- 
tered rights  of  the  Eaft  India  com- 
pany, and  reminded  them  of  the 
confequences  of  violatinr  the  char- 
ter of  Mafllichufet's  ba}'?  and  vari- 
ous others.  We  had  certainly  fuf- 
fered  enough,  he  faid,  by  the  vio- 
lation of  charters.  It  had  brought 
us  into  our  prefent  difficulties,  and 
had  armed  Europe  againft  us.  He 
added,  that  to  tear  from  the  com- 
pany by  force  what  was  not  ftipu- 
latcd  for  in  any  a6l  of  parliament, 
would  be  a  breach  of  public  faith 
that  would  dilgrace  the  nation,  and 
damp  the  fpirit  of  enterprize  and 
adventure,  which  had  been  produc- 
tive of  fuch  happy  effects.  It  was 
to  that  fpirit  we  owed  the  territorial 
acquifitions  of  the  India  company, 
and  all  the  imraenfe  benefits  that 
had,  in  confequence,  accrued  to  the 
revenue  of  this  country. 

Mr.  Burke  oppofed  the  motion 
with  great  vehemence  ;  andaifcrted, 
that  it  was  the  daring  effort  of  a 
minifler,  determined  on  rapme  and 
plunder,  without  regard  to  truth, 
honour,  or  juftice  ;  a  violent  and 
fhamelefs  attempt  to  rob  the  compa- 
ny, in  order  to  purfue  the  purpofes 
of  the  moft  lavifli  wnfte  and  the 
moil  profligate  corruption.  But  the 
motion  was  defended  by  the  lord- 
advocate  of  Scotland  and  fir  Grey 
Cooper,  and  was  at  length  agreed  to 
by  the  houfe.  In  confequence  of  thii 
motion  a  bill  was  afterwards  brought 
in,  for  paying  in,  and  applying  to  the 
public  fervice  a  portion  of  the  ftirplus 
profits  of  the  Eall:  India  company  : 
the  bill  met  with  fome  oppofition, 
but  pafled  both  houfes,  and  received' 
the  royal  alfent.  It  fliould,  how- 
ever, be  obferved,  that  in  the  act 
the  fum  to  be  paid  by  the  company 

to 


•FOREIGN    HISTORY. 


i4t 


to  t"he  government  was  reduced  to 
400,0001. 

On  the  3d  of  July,  the  bill  was 
read  the  third  time  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  which  hadbeen  broughtin 
bygeneral  Smith,  for  the  regulation  of 
theadminiftrationofjufticeinBengal, 
and  for  indemnifying  the  governor- 
general  and  council  in  the  refiftance 
made  by  them  to  the  procefs  of  the 
fupreme  court.     It   met  with  fome 
oppofition,    particularly   from    Mr. 
Dunning,  who  had  a  perfonal  friend- 
Ihip  for  lir  Elijah  Impey,  the  chief 
juftice  at  Calcutta  ;  and  this  great 
and   able   lawyer  was    thought,  on 
this  occafion,  to  have  fuffered  his 
regard  for  his  friend  to  interfere  too 
much  with  the  more  important  obli- 
gations of  public  jufticc.     The  bill, 
however,    pafTed    both   houfes,  and 
i-eeeived  the  royal  afient.     By  this 


aft,  it  was  declared,  that  the  gover- 
nor-general  and  council  of  Bengal 
were  not  fubjeft  to  the  jurifdidion 
of  the  fupreme  court,  on   account 
of  any  thing  done  by  them  in  their 
public  capacity  ;  and  they  were  in- 
demnified   In  the   refiftance   which 
they  had  made  to  the  orders  of  that 
court.     It  was  alfo  enafted,  that  no 
perfon  fliould  be  fubjeft  to  the  ju- 
rildicYion  of  the  fupreme  court  on 
account  of  his  being  a  land-owner, 
or  farmer  of  land,  in  the  provinces 
of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orifla  ;  that 
no  judicial  officers   in  the  country 
courts  fhould  be  liable  to  aftions  in 
the  fupreme   court  for   their   deci- 
lions  ;   and  the  two  mufties,  and  Be- 
hader  Beg,  who  were  then  in   pri- 
fon,  in  confequence  of  the  decilion 
of  that  court  in   the    Patna  caufe, 
were  ordered  to  be  difcharsfed. 


CHAP.      XIII. 


Tetition  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers.,  iu  Behalf  of  a  Crhninal  cowvi^ed,^ 
and  ordered  for  Execution^  hy  the  Court  of  Juficiary  i;t  Scotland.  1  he 
Petition  reje£lcd  hy  the  Houfe,  Debate.,  i?t  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  on  a 
Motion  made  hy  Sir  George  Savillc,  that  the  Petition  from  the  County  De- 
legates jhould  he  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  ivhole  Hojfe.  The  Motion, 
rejected.  Dccifion  of  the  Houfe  of  Peers.,  relati've  to  the  fcveral  Clai?nants 
of  the  mredifary  Dignity  and  Offce  of  Lord  Great  Cha7iiberlain  of  Eng" 
land.  Motions  made  hy  the  Minijler.,  grounded  on  the  Reports  of  the  Com- 
vtijjioncrs  of  jlccounts.  Dehates  on  the  Bill  for  preventing  certain  Profa' 
nations  and  Ahufes  of  the  hordes  Day. 


ON  the  firft  of  May,  a  petition 
was  prefented  to  the  houfe  of 
peers,  in  behalf  of  James  Bywater, 
a  criminal,  convifted,  and  ordered 
for  execution,  ,by  the  court  of  juf- 
ticiary  in  Scotland,  for  a  flreet-rob- 
tery  within  the  city  of  Edinburgh. 
After  the  petition  had  been  read, 
lord  Mansfield  moved,  that  it  fliould 
tc  rejedteu. 


In  fupport  of  this  motion,  his 
lordfliip  urged,  that  the  petitioner, 
who  appealed  to  their  lordftiips  from 
a  decifion  of  the  court  of  jufticiary 
in  Scotland,  came  to  them  for  relief 
tipon  this  ground,  and  upon  this 
only,  that  of  a  mere  literal  error, 
in  the  name  of  one  of  his  jurors, 
and  as  v/ritten  on  the  back 'of  his 
indidment  j  an  error  not  applicable 
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to  himfelf  in  any  ftnfe,  or  which 
might  or  could  afteft  him  as  an  in- 
nocent man.  After  conviction, 
when  the  milhomer  was  ft  til  dilco- 
vered,  the  objeclion  was  made,  and 
the  matter  of  law  argued,  before 
the  court  of  jiitHciary  ;  but  tlie  ob- 
jection was  over-ruled.  Jt  did  not 
appear,  theretore,  that  there  was 
any  injuitice  in  the  convidtion  of  the 
petiticnfr  :  but  heiides  this,  his 
lordihip  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that 
the  houfe  was  not  authorized,  by 
law  or  ufage,  to  entertain  and  decide 
upon  appeals  from  the  decilions  of 
the  criminal  judicatures  ot  Scotland. 
Indeed,  their  lordfliips  had  fre- 
qtiently  decided,  and  repeatedly  de- 
termined, th..t  they  had  no  fuch  ap- 
pellate juvifdidfion,  as  he  made  ap- 
pear by  feveial  cafes  which  he  ftarcu, 
and  in  which  fuch  appeals  had  been 
dil'mifled.  The  petition  was  ac- 
cordingly rejeftcd. 

On  the  8;h  of  the  fame  month, 
a  motion  uas  made  in  the  houfe  ot 
comijcns,  by  fir  George  SavlUe, 
that  the  petition  which  had  been 
before  prelcnted  from  the  delegates 
of  counties  by  Mr,  Duncombe,  but 
Vv'hich  had  been  figncd  by  them  only 
as  freeholders,  might  be  referred  to 
a  committee  ot  the  whole  houfe.  lie 
had  prefcntcd,  he  obferved,  a  fimilar 
petition  the  laPr  year  from  the  coun- 
ty, of  York  5  and  the  objcfts  both  of 
this,  and  of  the  former,  were  a 
jreformation  ot  the  public  expendi- 
ture, and  a  reduftion  of  the  inllu- 
ence  of  the  crown.  As  the  prefent 
petition  hud  been  fome  weeks  upon 
the  tabic  of  the  houfe,  he  was  at 
liberty  to  fuppofe,  that  its  contents 
had  been  examined  ;  and  it  was  cer- 
tainly reafonable  to  requcil,  ,that 
fomethii\g  farther  might  now  be 
done  refpefting  it.  'i  he  requiii- 
tions  of  the  petition  w^re,  undoubt- 
edly, well-grounded  ;   they  were  in 


conformity  with  the  fentiments  of 
the  majority  of  the  people ;  the 
great  iuppUes  of  the  year  proved 
the  expence  of  the  war,  and  that 
there  wiis  the  utmoft  neccility  for 
public  a-onomy  ;  and  the  charge  of^ 
profuhon  was  confirmed  b}-  the 
fhametul  terms  ot  the  late  loan,  in 
which  a  million  was  fquanLered,  for 
no  purpol'e  but  that  of  corrupt  In- 
fluence. 1  hefe  terms  were  fcanda- 
loully  improvident  ;  and,  perhaps, 
they  were  made  improvident,  only 
that  the  members  of  that  houfe 
might  be  induced  to  continue  the 
war,  and  grant  the  moil:  unheard-of 
fupplies.  The  extravagance  of  the 
loan  would  appear  manifeft,  by  a 
comparifon  with  the  loans  made  by 
the  Eaft  India  company.  They  bor- 
rowed money  at  four  per  cent, 
while  the  public  gave  nine  ;  and 
India  bonos  bore  a  premium,  while 
navy-bills  were  fubjecl  to  a  difcount 
of  twelve  per  cent.  With  regard 
to  the  inlluence  of  the  crown, 
which  was  coinplained  of  in  the 
petition  now  before  the  houfe,  and 
which  the  laft  parliament  hid  de- 
clared ought  to  be  aiminiftied,  this 
continued  fo  much  to  be  iocreafed, 
that  he  verily  believed  there  was  not 
even  honelly  and  virtue  enough  in 
that  houfe,  to  come  to  the  relblu- 
tions  of  their  immediate  predecef- 
fors. 

Mr.  Rawlinfon  exprefled  his  fuj- 
prize,  that  a  petition,  figned  by 
only  thirty-two  perfons,  fnould  be 
held  in  as  rcfpeftable  a  ligb  t  as  if  it  had 
been  iigncd  by  thoufands,  and  that 
it  fhould  be  fuppofed  to  contain  the 
fentiments  of  all  the  people  of  Eng- 
land. But  it  might,  perhaps,  'b6 
urged,  that  though  the  petitioticrs 
were  but  thirty-two  in  number,  they 
flood  delegated  by  feveral  counties 
in  England.  If  that  was  the  light 
in  which  they  were  to  be  confidered, 
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he  would  not  hefitate  a  moment  to 
rcjeft  their  petition  ;  bccaul'c  he 
knew  of  no  Tuch  body  ot  men  in 
ourconllitution  as  county  delegates, 
excepting  thole  who  were  within 
thofe  walls.  All  delegation  out  ot 
that  houle  was  unconllitutional  and 
illegal ;  nor  could  there  be  any 
other  view  in  fuch  fort  of  delega- 
tion, but  that  of  forming  a  body  to 
awe  and  controul  the  legiilature. 

Mr.  Courtney  oppofed  the  mo- 
tion, though  not  by  lerious  argu- 
ment, but  in  a  vein  of  irony, and 
ridicule  ;  for  which  he  was  feverely 
reprehended  by  Mr.  Thon^as  Town- 
flieud.  He  obfervcd,  that  the  le- 
nity with  which  that  gentleman 
treated  every  queflion  oi^  the  moft 
ferious  and  Iblenm  nature,  might  be 
agreeable  to  the  minilters,  as  they 
wiflied  to  throw  all  public  virtue  in- 
to ridicule ;  but  it  could  neither 
give  them  refpeft  with  the  people, 
nor  charader  with  pofterity.  Thele 
were  the  mean  refources  of  profli- 
gacy and  impotence,  and  they 
merited  no  other  regard,  either  in 
that  houfe,  or  in  any  other  place, 
than  contPinpt. 

Mr.  Sawbridge  declared,  that  he 
was  of  opinion,  that  the  gentlemen 
who  had  acted  in  the  character  of 
delegates,  had  aded  judiiiably  and 
properly.  He  was  himfelt  one  of 
the  delegates,  and  was  ready  to  vin- 
dicate his  own  conduct  in  that  cha- 
racter. He  prefumed,  that  the  right 
of  petitioning  would  not  be  denied  ; 
and  if  this  were  admitted,  it  was 
'  clear  that  the  right  included  the 
means  ot  attaining  the  objed  in  a 
legal  and  conflitutional  manner.  In- 
deed, the  light  to  aflbciate,  to  ap- 
point com.mittees,  and  to  choofe  cer- 
tain perfons,  and  delegate  the  pow- 
ers of  a  greater  body  to  a  Imaller 
or  (elect  one,  was,  he  believed,  of 
the   very   effence  of  1-^ge  popular 


bodies.  If  they  had  a  right  to  af- 
lemble,  for  the  purpofe  of  petition- 
ing, they  had  a  right  to  petition  ; 
and,  if  to  petition,  to  devilc  the 
moil  proper  means  to  give  that  pe- 
tition etiedl.  It  w'as  ufual  in  ail 
fuch  meetings,  in  all  meetings  for 
promoting  a  redrefs  of  grievances, 
or  for  eiTtdting  a  good,  or  averting 
a  public  evil,  to  form  committees, 
and  for  thole  committees  to  alTociate 
with  others,  iranding  in  the  fame 
predicament,  and  intereiled  in  com- 
mon refpe£ting  the  deiired  event. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  debate  feve- 
ral  gentlemen  contended,  that  allb- 
ciations  and  delegations  were  ille- 
gal ;  but  Mr.  Dui.ning,  with  great 
energy  and  preciiion,  fupported  this 
great  privilege  of  the  fubjed,  as 
ftridly  conformable  to  the  Ipirlt  of 
the  conftitution,  and  not  contrary 
to  the  letter  of  the  law.  He  ob- 
ferved,  that  it  had  fometimes  been 
pretended,  that  alTociations,  com- 
mittees ot  correfpondence,  delega- 
tions, and  petitions  to  that  houle, 
ligned  with  more  than  twenty  names, 
were  contrary  to  law  and  the  con- 
ftitution.  But  i:  was  a  clear  and 
fundamental  point  in  the  conftitu-  ■ 
tion  of  this  country,  that  the  peo- 
ple had  a  right  to  petition  their  re- 
prefentativesinpariiamenr;  and  it  was 
by  no  means  true,  that  the  number 
of  names  ligned  to  any  fuch  petition 
was  limited.  The  ad,  which  was 
pafTed  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II. 
prohibiting,  under  certain  penalties, 
any  petition  to  be  prefented  to  the 
king,  or  either  hcufe  of  parliament, 
if  ligned  by  more  than  twenty  per- 
fons, for  altering  the  religion,  or  the 
laws,  was  completely  repealed  by 
an  article  in  the  Bill  of  Rights, 
which  was  meant  to  rellore  to  the 
people  that  great  privilege,  which 
the  ad  of  Charles  was  calculated  to 
abridge,    if  not  to  take  away.     To 
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ar^ie  that  the  acT:  of  Charles  was 
now  in  force,  would  be  as  puerile 
and  abfurd,  as  to  contend  that  the 
prero'jjative  of   the  crown    ftill   re- 
mained  in   its  full  extent,  notwith- 
llanding  the  declarations  in  the  Bill 
of   Rights.     If  it  were  true,    that 
the  people   of  this   country   had    a 
right  to  petition  the  legiflature,  they 
had  a  right  to  affcmblc  together  for 
that  purpofe  ;  and  while.their  meet- 
ings were  fober,  peaceable,  and  or- 
derly, they  were  ftridly  legal.     As 
to  affociations,    committees  of  cor- 
refpondence,  and  delegations,  their 
innocence,  or  their  criminalty,  mull: 
depend  entirely  upon  the  views  with 
which  they  were  ccnftituted.  There 
could  be  no  legal  criminality  in  them, 
■unlefs     fome     evil     intention    were 
proved.     Affociations  to  over-turn 
the  conftltution,  to  refill  the  execu- 
tion of  the  laws,  or  to  commit  any 
violence,   fubverfive    of   order,  go- 
vernment, and  domeftic  peace,  were 
certainly  illegal   and  highly  crimi- 
nal ;  fuch  affociations  ought  to  be 
refilled  by  the  civil  authority,  and 
fupprefled  by  the  intervention  of  the 
laws.     The    laws     had    fufficiertly 
armed   the  executive  power  againii: 
any  affociation  to  overturn  the  legal 
government  ;     and     the     minilfry 
would  be  traitors  if  they  fuffered, 
either  by  wilful  treachery,  or  blind 
negligence,    fuch    an  afiociation  lb 
far  to  grow  and  ilrengthen  itfelf,   as 
to  be  able  to  furround   the  parlia- 
ment, and  with  arms  and  military 
array,  to  over-awe  their  proceedings, 
and  force  them   to    do   what  they 
pleafed.     Rut    an    affociation   even 
of  this  nature  would  be  legal  in  cer- 
tain circumilances.    If  ever  a  period 
lljould     arrive,     when    the     three 
branches  of  the    iegillature    fhould 
unite   in  a  fcheme    to    dellroy  the 
liberties   of   the   people  ;  or  if  the 
Jioufe  of  commons,  forgetting  their 


origin  and  their  duty,    fhould  be- 
come the  mere  creatures  and  Haves 
of   the  crown  ;    it  would    then  be 
no  longer  illegal  for  the  commonalty 
of  England   to    refume    their   juft 
fliare    in   the    Iegillature ;    and  the 
means  by  which  they  accompllflied 
this,  whether  it  was  by  affociations, 
by    reraonllrances,     or    by     force, 
would  be  not  only  right,   but  laud- 
able.    It  would   be  an   honourable 
imitation  of  the   conduft   of   their 
ancellors,  by  which  the  conftltution 
had  been  wrelted  from  the  rapacity 
and  from   the  violence  of  preroga- 
tive.    As  to  the  late  public  meet- 
ings and  affociations  in  England,  the 
proceedings     refpe£i:ing    them    had 
been  grave,  deliberate,  and  orderly  : 
the  people  had   met  to  exercife  a 
lawful    right,    that   of   petitioning 
their  reprefentatives   in  parliament ; 
and  in  doing  this,  they  had  obferved 
the   moil:    lleady  decorum,  and  the 
ftrifteft  regard  to  public  tranquillity. 
He  concluded  with  declaring,  that 
the  hcufc  ought  to  agree  to  the  mo- 
tion, as  a  matter  effentially  due  from 
them   to   the  almoll:  unanimous  re- 
quifition  of  their  conftituents.  After 
a  debate  of  confiderable  length,   fir 
George  Savile's  motion  was  rejeded, 
on  a  divillon,  by  a  majority  of  2 1 2 
10135. 

Several  claimants  having  appeared 
to  the  hereditary  dignity  and  office 
ot  lord  great  chamberlain  of  Eng- 
land, void  by  the  death  of  the  late 
duke  of  Ancaller,  their  claims  were 
folemnly  argued  before  the  houfe  of 
peers  on  the  9th  of  May.  The 
opinions  of  the  twelve  judges  were 
taken  on  a  fubfequent  day,  and  the 
final  determination  of  the  houfe 
was,  "  That  the  office  devolved  to 
lady  Willoughby,  of  Erefby,  and 
her  filler,  as  co-heirs  of  the  late 
duke  of  Ancafter  •  that  no  perfon 
under  the,  degree  of  a  knight  had  a 
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rJcrht  to  exercife  the  fame  ;  and  that 
as  the  inveiliture  of  the  office  be- 
lonq-cd  to  the  king,  fo  the  right  of 
nomination  of  a  deputy  muil  like- 
wife  be  in  his  majcfly."  Afier  this 
determination,  Peter  Burrel,  efq. 
hufband  to  lady  Willoughby,  re- 
ceived the  honour  of  knighthood, 
and  was  appointed  by  the  king  to 
execute  the  office.  The  other 
claimants  of  this  office,  and  whofe 
claims  by  this  decifion  were  fet 
afide,  were  the  duchefs  of  Athol, 
the  prefent  duke  of  Ancafter,  and 
earl  Percy. 

On  the  loth  of  the  month,  the 
minillcr  having  beftowed  fome  com- 
pliments on  the  abilities  and  affidui- 
ty  of  the  commiffioners  for  ftating 
the  public  accounts,  made  three 
motions  that  were  grounded  on 
their  reports.  The  firft  was,  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prevent 
delays  in  the  payment  of  the  money, 
received  by  the  receive^  of  the 
land-tax,  and  for  the  better  fecur- 
ing  the  fame.  The  fecond  was,  for 
leave  to  bring;  in  a  bill  to  give  fe- 
curity  and  mdemnity  to  certain  ac- 
countants, on  the  payment  of  the 
balances  in  their  hands  into  the  ex- 
chequer. And  the  third,  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  continue  and 
enlarge  the  provifions  of  an  adf, 
made  in  the  laft  feffion,  for  appoint- 
ing a  commiffion  to  examine  the 
public  accounts,  and  make  their  re- 
port to  that  houfe.  Some  objections 
were  made  to  thefe  motions  by  co- 
lonel Barre  and  Mr.  Burke  ;  but 
they  were  all  agreed  to  by  the  houfe, 
and  the  bills  were  afterwards  paffed 
that  were  grounded  upon  them. 

A  bill  was  brought  in  this  feffion 
by  Mr.  Mansfield,  the  folicitor-ge- 
neral,  for  preventing  certain  profa- 
nations and  abufes  of  the  Lord's- 
day,  commonly  called  Sunday. 
This  was  levelled  at  Carlifle-houfe, 
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where  was  a  public  promenade,  and 
where  it  was  faid  that  very  licen- 
tious perfons  reforted,  under  the 
pretence  of  drinking  tea  and  coffee  ; 
and  alfo  at  places  where  religious 
quelYions  were  adverrifed  for  public 
difputation  on  the  Sunday  evening. 
The  folicitor-general  urged  in  lup- 
port  of  his  bill,  that  the  fabbath- 
day  was  much  profaned,  that  houfes 
of  amufement  were  opened  on  that 
day,  where  diforderly  people  refort- 
ed, and  v/here  the  doftrines,  of  re- 
ligion were  difcufled  in  a  very  inde- 
cent manner.  He  read  two  adver- 
tifements;  one,  wherein  the  doftrine 
of  the  Trinity  was  the  fubjeft  pro- 
pofed  for  difputation ;  and  the  other, 
the  cxiftence,  or  non-exiftence  of 
Purgatory.  When  the  bill  came  to 
a  fecond  reading,  it  was  zealoully 
oppofed  by  Mr.  Turner, 
who  cxprefied  his  appre-  May  11. 
henlions  of  a  defign  in  go- 
vernment todeftroy,  by  little  and  lit- 
tle, the  foundations  of  religious  liber-' 
ty,  and  of  renewing  thofc  days  of  in- 
tolerance aAd  perfecution,  when 
men  were  not  permitted  to  fervc 
God  in  their  own  way.  He  called 
upon  the  houfe  to  be  very  cautious 
how  they  endeavoured  to  abridge 
or  annihilate  the  religious  freedom 
enjoyed  by  the  fubjedls  of  this  coun- 
try, of  meeting  together,  and  exa- 
mining the  foundations  of  their 
faith.  Itwas  his  opinion,  that,  inftead 
of  prohibiting  fuch  pioUs  and  fober 
difcuffions,  the  government  and  le- 
glflature  fliould  be  felicitous  to  pro^ 
mote  them. 

Mr.  Sawbridge  faid,  that  he  con- 
ceived there  were  laws  already  in 
being  for  the  prevention  of  fuch 
diforders  as  were  fuppofed  to  be  at" 
tendant  on  thefe  meetings  ;  and  he 
confidered  the  prefent  as  an  unne- 
ceffary  as  well  as  a  very  alarming 
expedient.  The  legiflature  multi- 
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plied  penal  laws  of  late  with  a  de- 
gree of  blameable  rapidity.  The 
llatute-book  of  the  prefent  day  was 
filled  with  fcarcely  any  thine  but 
Climes  ;  a  circumtlance  which  iTruck 
him  as  exceedingly  unwife,  and  he 
could  not  hilt  think  it  tended  to  the 
increafe  rather  than  to  ths  preven- 
tion of  immorality. 

On  the  third  reading  of  the  bill, 
it  was  alfo  oppoled  by  Mr.  Martin, 
member   for  Tewkfbury,    who  ob- 
ferved,    that  he  thought  it  an  in- 
fringement of  religious  liberty  ;  and 
declared,  that  though  no  man  had 
a  more  profound  veneration  for  the 
genuine    doftrines   of    Chrillianity 
than    himfclf,    yet  he   had    always 
held  in  deteftation  that  idea,    that 
perfons  of  the  middling  and  inferior 
ranks  fliould  be  excluded  from  the 
privilege  of  fearching  into  and  exa- 
nnining  the  doftrines  of  religion.  It 
appeared  to  him,  that  it  was  one  of 
the  prime  excellencies  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  religion,  that  its  doftrines  were 
as  eminent  for  their  plainnefs   and 
limplicity,   as  they  v/ere  for   their 
purity  and  fublimity.    With  refpeft 
to  the  Sunday  evening's  amufements 
that  were  objeded  to,  he  was  much 
inclined  to  believe,  that  they  rather 
prevented    mifchief  than  were  the 
caufe  of  it.    It  was  much  better  that 
men  fhould  be  engaged  in  religious 
dlfputations,  though  they  might  be 
abfurdly  conduced,  than  in  many 
other  diverfions,  and  vicious  prac- 
tices, which  were  permitted  in  every 
part  of  the  town.     Even   the   ga- 
ming houles,  which  were  eftabliflied 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  St.  }amcs's. 
were  a  much  more  proper  fubje^l  of' 
parliamentary  interference.     Thofe 
houfes  were   the  bane  and  deflruc- 
tion   of    our   young    nobility     and 
gentry,  by  rendering  them  iirft  ne- 
celFitous,   and  afterwards  fubjeoting 
them,  in  confequcnce,  to  the  temp- 


tations of  a  miniller,  the  iniquity  of 
whofe  meafures  might  require  cor- 
ruption to  fupport  them. 

Some  other  gentlemen  alfo  ob- 
jefted  to  the  bill,  which  was  very 
feebly  fupported  in  point  of  argu- 
ment ;    but  it  pafled  the   houfe  of 
commons,   and  was  tranfmittcd   to 
the   houfe  ot   peers.     It  was  there 
oppofed  by  the  earl  of  Abingdon 
and  the  duke  of  Manchefter.     The 
latter  nobleman  obferved,    that  he 
was  an  enciny  to  dilfipation  and  im- 
morality, and  had  never  been  at  the' 
promenade    at  Carlille- houfe  ;    but 
he  confidered  both  the  places  of  re- 
ligious debate,  and  of  Sunday  walk- 
ing and  drinking  tea,  as   perfeAly 
innocent.      The  bill   was    defended 
by  the  bifhop  of  Cheller ;    and   it 
having   been   intimated,  that  it  fa- 
voured of   Popifli  perfecution,   his 
^loidfliip  remarked,  that  it  was  only 
meant    to    prevent    that    inciigion 
which  our  Prorellant  anceftors  ab- 
horred, but  the  laws  to  eifeit  which 
were  found  inadequate  to  the  pur- 
pofe.     Inilead  of  having  anv  thing 
in  it  of  Popifh  perfecution,  the  bill 
was  levelled  at  Popilli  cuftonis  :  for 
in  France,  and    in  other  countries 
where   the  fame  religion  prevailed, 
frorti  the  principles  of  that  religion, 
plays,  opcrss,    and  other   paliimcs, 
were  toltrated  on  the  Lord's   day. 
But  the  Protelbnt  religion,  founded 
on  the  Proteltant  conrtitution,  and 
our  cleareft  rights,  did  not  permit 
that  profanation,  and  therefore  every 
law  to  ferve  that  purpofe  muft  be 
truly  conftitutional.     His    lordfliip 
alfo   obferved,    that  the   places  of 
public    debate  were  fupported    not 
for  the  purpofe  of  promoting   reli- 
gion, but  for  the  pecuniary  advan- 
tage of  the  proprietors ;    and  that 
the  people  who   fpoke  there   were 
paid  a  Vv'eekly  Itipend,  for  the  pur- 
pofe of  drawing  others  to  the  houfe. 

The 
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The  bill  pafled  both  houles,  and  re- 
ceived the  royal  aflenr :  but  it  did 
not  meet  with  much  applaufe  among 
the  molt  linccre,  judicious,  and  en- 
liohtened  friends  to  the  renl  intereils 
ot  religion.  It  was  conlidered  by 
inany  as  little  better  than  an  auk- 
ward  affeftation  ot  religion  in  the 
promoters  of  the  bill  ;  it  w«5  feared, 
that  it  mijht  lead  to  fume  other  im- 
proper reftraints  on   the  liberty  of 


the  fubjcci: ;  and  it  was  thought, 
that  while  koufes  of  the  moll:  licen- 
tious nature  were  permitted  to  be 
open  on  the  Sunday,  without  aay 
effedual  oppofuion  from  the  ma- 
giftrates,  it  was  fcarcely  worth  while 
for  the  Icgiilature  to  frame  a  penal 
llatute,  in  order  to  prevent  men 
from  diiputing,  however  abfurdly, 
on  religious  fubjccts. 


CHAP. 


XIV. 


Delate  In  the  Houfe  of  Covirians^  on  a  Motion  of  Mr.  Bia-ke,  relat'i've  to  the 
rigorous  Treatment  of  the  Inhabitants  of  St.  F.ujiatlu;^  cfter  the  Capture  of 
thut  Ifumd.  Delate  on  a  Motion  of  Mr.  M inching  relative  to  the  BritifJt 
Seamen  confined  in  the  Spanijh  Prifons.  /Ipplication  7nacle  to  Parliatnentfor 
a  Renewal  of  the  Bank  Charter.  Delate  on  a  Mot.on  made  by  Mr.  FoXy 
that  the  Hoi/fe  JJ:ould  re  foil' e  iff 'If  into  a  Committee^  to  confider  of  the  Ame-- 
■rican  IVar,  1  he  Motion  rejeiicd.  A  ne-xv  Marriage  Bill^  brought  i?i  by 
Mr,  Fox^  throivn  out  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers.  Grant  of  an  annual  Sum  to 
the  Univcrfiti'.s  of  Oxford  and  C^imbridge.)  to  he  paid  out  of  the  Produec  of 
a  new  Duty  on  Ahnanaeks.  Petitions  to  both  Houfes  from  the  American, 
Prifoners.      Speech  from  the  TJjrone.     The  Parliament  prorogued. 


TH  E  extreme  rigour  wirh 
which  the  inhabitants  of 
St.  Euftatius  had  been  treated,  af- 
ter the  capture  of  that  ifland,  and 
particularly  the  feizure  of  their  pri- 
vate property,  as  it  was  feverely 
and  very  juftly  cenfured  by  many, 
fo  it  particularly  excited  the  indig- 
nation of  Mr.  Burke,  u'ho  is  as 
much  diftinguiflied  by  the  huma- 
nity of  his  difpohtion,  as  by  the 
brilliancy  of  his  genius.  Accord- 
ingly he  endeavoured  to  make  this 
tranfac^ion  a  fubject  of  parliamen- 
tary animadverfion,  and  therefore 
moved,  in  the  houfe  of  commons, 
on  the  14th  of  May,  '•  That  an 
humble  addrcfs  be  prefented  to  his 
Majefty,  that  he  would  be  graci- 
oufly  pleafed  to  give  dire4ftions,  that 


there  fliould  be  laid  before  that 
houfe,  copies  of  all  proclamations, 
memorials,  orders,  and  inftrudlions, 
and  of  all  official  correipondence 
from  and  to  any  of  his  Majefty's 
minifters,  relative  to  the  difpofition 
of  the  property  belonging  to  the 
States-general,  and  to  individuals, 
inhabiting  or  intereiied  in  the 
places  or  territories  taken  from  the 
laid  States-general  in  the  Weft 
Indies."  In  the  fpeech  by  which 
he  introduced  this  motion,  he 
painted  in  very  ftrong  colours  the 
cruelty  vv'hich  had  been  exercifed 
towards  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Eu- 
ftatius. He  mentioned  a  variety  of 
tads  in  fupport  of  his  reprefenta- 
tion  ;  and  entered  largely  into  the 
inveftigation  of  that  right  which  a 
L  2  conqueror 
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conqueror  attains  to  the  property  of 
the  vanquiflied  by  the  law  of  na- 
tions :  he  proved,  that  the  law  of 
nations  had  been  grofsly  violated  in 
this  inftance  ;  and  declared,  that  if 
the  fads  had  not  been  afcertained 
beyond  a  poffibility  of  doubt,  he 
Ihould  not  have  believed  that  fuch 
a6ls  could  have  been  perpetrated  by 
Britifh  foldiers.  He  obferved,  that 
we  ought  not,  by  inftituting  a 
fcheme  of  inhuman  plunder,  and 
unjuft  oppreffion,  to  make  more 
&nemies,  or  to  incenfe  and  provoke 
thofe  with  whom  we  were  already 
involved.  It  could  not  befuppofed, 
that  other  powers  would  (land  un- 
concerned fpeftators  of  the  renova- 
tion of  that  fyflem  of  havock,  which 
it  had  been  the  pride  of  civilized 
Europe  to  execrate  and  explode. 

The  motion  was  feconded  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Stanley,  who  remarked, 
that  the  tranfadions  of  the  fleet  and 
army,  at  the  ifland  of  St.  Euftatius, 
were  lb  truly  impolitic  and  difgrace- 
ful,  that  they  required  the  moft  fe- 
vere  reprehenfion  from  every  man, 
who  paid  any  regard  either  to  the" 
feelings  of  human  nature,  or  to  the 
charafter  of  Englifhmen.  The  mo- 
tion was  oppofed  by  lord  George 
Germain,  lord  Nugent,  the  lord- 
advocate  of  Scotland,  and  captain 
John  Luttrell ;  and  it  was  ob- 
lerved,  that  it  would  be  highly  im- 
proper for  parliament  to  inveftigate 
the  tranfaftions  at  St.  Euftatius,  at 
a  time  when  admiral  Rodney  was 
employed  in  the  fervice  of  his  coun- 
try in  another  part  of  the  world, 
where  he  had  done  the  ftate  great 
fervice,  and  could  neither  be  ap- 
prized of  fuch  an  attack  upon  his 
conduft,  be  prepared  for  his  de- 
fence, or  be  heard  in  his  own  jufti- 
ficp.tion.  After  a  debate  of  foine 
length,  the  motion  was  rejedted  by 
a  ^«at  majority. 


On  the  firfl  of  June,  Mr.  Minchin 
flated  to  the  houle,  that  he  had  re- 
ceived information,  that  there  were 
then  more  than  3000  Britilh  failors 
and  foldiers  confined  in  the  prifons 
of  Spain.  It  was  faid,  that  they 
were  feverely  treated,  and  that 
numbers  of  them  had  inlifted  into 
the  fervice  of  Spain,  from  the  neg- 
lei51:  of  their  own  country,  and  from 
defpair  of  receiving  their  liberty. 
It  was  the  duty  and  the  bufinefs  of 
the  miniftry  to  fee  that  this  ufeful 
body  of  men  were  reftored  to  their 
country,  and  relieved  from  thofe 
temptations  to  which  human  nature 
was  liable  in  fuch  a  ftate.  He, 
therefore,  moved,  that  "  extrafts 
and  copies  of  all  fuch  letters  and 
negociations,  as  had  taken  place  in 
regard  to  the  exchange  of  thefe  pri- 
foners,  might  be  laid  before  the 
houfe."  In  fupport  of  the  motion, 
Mr.  Webb  faid,  that  he  alfo  had 
been  acquainted,  that  in  confe- 
quence  of  no  proper  meafures  being 
adopted  for  the  releafe  of  thefe  fea- 
men,  many  of  them,  in  order  to 
avoid  the  hardfliips  which  they  fuf- 
fered  in  prifon,  had  entered  into 
the  SpaniQi  fervice,  and  the  greateft 
encouragement  had  been  given  to 
them  in  confequence  of  their  fupe- 
rior  naval  flcill  and  dexterity.  Lord 
North  replied,  that  a  cartel  for  the 
exchange  of  Spanifli  prifoners  was 
in  agitation ;  but  that  a  claim  we 
had  upon  the  Spaniards,  for  1200 
prifoners,  had  ftood  in  the  way  of 
its  being  fettled. 

Mr.  Burke  fiid,  that  by  the  dif- 
graceful  praftice  which  had  now 
taken  place  in  our  management  of 
war,  the  unhappy  feamen  were,  by 
the  imprefs,  dragged  on  ftiipboard, 
contrary  to  all  their  prayers  and  re- 
monftrances ;  and  yet  they  gcne- 
roufly  forgave  the  injury,  and 
fought  the  battles  of  their  country. 

But 
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But  in  return  for  this,  when  they 
fell  into  foreign  Ciiptiviry,  they  were 
negleded  and  forfj;ottcn  ;  they  were 
left  to  perifh  in  a  fultry  climate;  it 
was  even  deemed  facftious  to  enquire 
after  them.  In  fliort,  they  found 
in  the  admiralty  only  an  iron  hand 
to  opprefs,  but  no  compaffion,  nor 
any  fpirit  to  proteft  them.  After 
fome  farther  debate,  the  motion 
was  rejefted,  by  a  majority  of  53 
to  29.  Mr.  Minchin's  motion  be- 
ing thus  rejected,  Mr.  Burke  moved 
that  i^  {hould  be  refohed,  "  that 
there  had  been  3000  Britiflii  feamen 
and  foldiers  confined  in  the  priibns 
of  Spain  Imce  the  month  of  Auguft 
lad  ;  and  that  no  fatisfartory  infor- 
mation had  been  given  to  the  houfe, 
to  fliew  that  the  necelfary  fteps  had 
been  taken  to  procure  their  ex- 
change." But  this  motion  was  alfo 
rejected,  on  a  divilion,  by  a  limilar 
majority. 

The  houfe  went  into  a  committee, 
on  the  6th  of  the  fame  month,  on  a 
petition  from  the  governor  and  com- 
pany of  the  Bank  of  England.  The 
minifter  ftated  the  purport  of  it  to 
be,  that  their  charter  expiring  in 
the  year  1785,  they  applied  to  par- 
liament for  the  renewal  of  it  for 
twenty-one  years  from  that  period, 
for  which  they  propofed,  as  a  va- 
luable coniideration,  to  lend  to  go- 
vernment two  millions  for  three 
years,  at  three  per  cent,  the  intereit 
to  be  provided  for  by  the  finking 
fund ;  one  million  to  be  ifllied  on 
the  15th  of  November  next,  and 
ene  million  on  the  1 5th  ot  February 
following.  This  offer  the  noble 
lord  Itated  to  be  fair  and  equitable, 
both  for  the  public  and  the  Bank  ; 
and  faid,  that  he  propofed  to  apply 
the  money  to  paying  off  fo  much  of 
the  navy  debt,  which  he  conlidered 
as  thebeft  ufe  that  could  be  made  of 
it..     The   propolition  was   llrongly 


oppofed,  as  being  a  bargain  very 
unfavourable  to  the  public  ;  but  it 
was  agreed  to  by  the  majority,  after 
much  debate  ;  and  a  bill  was  pre- 
pared accordingly,  and  regularly 
pafied. 

On  the  1 2th  of  June,  a  motion 
was  made  by  Mr.  Fox,  "  That  the 
houfe  fhould  refolve  itfclf  into  a 
committee,  to  confider  of  the  Ame- 
rican war."  He  urged,  as  one  rea- 
fon  for  entering  at  that  time  into  an 
inquiry  on  the  fubjecft,  that  it  ap- 
peared, even  from  the  circum (lances 
which  attended  our  viftories  over\ 
the  Americans,  that  the  final  fubju-  ^ 
gatlon  of  them  was  imprafticable. 
It  appeared,  by  the  late  difpatches 
from  America,  that  though  lord 
Cornwallis  had  done  every  thing 
he  propofed,  by  penetrating  into 
North  Carblina ;  though  he  had 
been  fortunate  enough  to  come  up 
with  general  Greene,  had  engaged, 
and  defeated  him,  he  had  not  found. 
one  good  confequence  refult  from 
his  fuccefs,  not  being  joined  by  any 
body  of  Americans,  as  he  expefted, 
nor  even  retaining  the  ground  upon 
which  he  had  conquered.  It  was 
therefore  manifeft,  that  the  war  in 
which  we  were  engaged  was  at 
once  impradicable  in  its  objeft,  and 
ruinous  in  its  progrefs.  If  his  mo- 
tion for  refolving  the  houfe  into  a 
committee  fliould  be  adopted,  he 
meant,  he  laid,  to  follow  it  with 
another  motion,  that  it  {hould  be 
refolved,  "  That  his  Majefty's  mi- 
nifters  ought  immediately  to  take 
every  poflible  meafure  for  conclud- 
ing peace  with  our  American  colo- 
nies." 

The  motion  was  fupported,  amono' 
others,  by  Mr.  William  Pitt,  fon 
to  the  Ijite  earl  of  Chatham.  He 
exprelfed  himfelf  in  the  moll  indig- 
nant terms  of  the  cruelty  and  wick- 
ednefs  of  the    American   war.     It 
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was  conceived,  be  faid,  in  injuflice ; 
it  was   nurtured   and  brought  forth 
in  folly  ;  its  footfteps  were  marked 
with   blood,  llaughter,  perfecution, 
and    devaftation.     In    fhort,    every 
thing  which  went  to  conflitute  mo- 
ral depravity   and  human  rurpitude 
were  to  be  found  in  it.    It  was  preg- 
nant  with    mifchief  of  every  kind, 
while  it  meditated  deIh-Uv5tion  to  the 
miferable  people  who  were  the  de- 
i-^oted  objects  of  the  black  refent- 
mcnts    which     produced    it.      The 
mifchiefs,  howev^er,  recoiled  on  the 
vinhappy    people   of    this    country, 
who  were  made    the  inflruments  to 
e{Te£l   the  .wicked    purpofes    of   its 
authors.     The- nation  was  drained  of 
its  beft  blood,  and    of  its   vital   re- 
fpurces  of  men    and    money.     The 
expence  of  it  was  enormous,  much 
beyond  any  former  experience,  and 
for  which  nothing  was  received  in 
return  but  a  feries  of  inefFedive  vic- 
tories, or    fevere  defeats  ;    vidories 
only  celebrated  with  temporary  tri- 
umph over  our  brethren,  ftruggling 
in  the   holy  caufe   of  liberty  ;  or 
defeats,  which  filled  the  land   with 
mourning  for  the    lofs    of  dear  and 
valuable    relations,  flain    in  the  im- 
pious caufe  of  enforcing  unconditi- 
onal fubmilfion. 

Mr.  Pratt,  fon  to  lord  Camden, 
made  his  firft  cfTay  in  parliamentary 
eloquence  in  this  debate,  in  a 
fpcech,  delivered  with  great  modefty 
and  diffidence,  he  fupported  the  mo- 
tion, and  cxprcfTcd  his  full  convifti- 
on  of  the  pernicious  tendency  of 
the  American  war,  and  of  the  ut- 
ter imprafticability  of  fucccedinw  in 
our  iniquitous  efforts  to  fubjugate 
the  inhabitants  of  the  colonies. 

The  paymarter  of  the  forces  op- 
pofed  the  motion,  but  declared,  that 
no  man  difliked  the  continuance  of 
the  American  war  more  than  he  did. 
He  lamented  it  as  a  citizen  ;  he  dif- 


approved  of  it  as  a  fenator  ;  and, 
in  his  official  capacity,  fevcral  mat- 
ters came  to  his  knowledge,  which 
convinced  him  that  it  was  attended 
with  an  enormous  and  ruinous  ex- 
pence  :  but  however  difagreeable  or 
deftruifive  it   was,  or  might  prove, 
he  could  not  perceive  how  the  pre- 
fent    motion    would   tend     to    re- 
move the  evil.     War,  upon  a  gene- 
ral ground,  was  a  national  evil   at 
all  limes,  andinallpolTibleiitnations. 
The  American  war   was  peculiarly 
fo,  for  many  obvious   reafons  ;  and 
the  numerous  and  powerful  enemies, 
whicli  had  combined  againli  us,  ren- 
dered   the   prefent   war  extremely 
alarming.     Yet  it  was  neceflary  that 
we   lliould  continue  to  defend  our- 
felves,  and  to  proteft  our    domini- 
ons. A  feparate  peace  with  America, 
he    faid,    was   now    iinprarticable  ; 
fuch  was  the  ftate  of  things,  that  it 
was  impoflible  to  difcriminate  Ame- 
rica from    the  reft   of   our    public 
enemies,  or  to  draw  a  line  between 
her  and  France,  Spain,  or  Holland, 
particularly  France.     He  contended, 
that  they  were  embarked  upon  the 
feme  bottom,  and    mull  rife  or  fall 
together.     America  was  now  a  pub- 
lic and  avowed  enemy  to  all  intents 
and  purpofes.    There  was  no  poliibi- 
lity  of  quifUying  or  feparating  their 
claims  or   interelts  from  thofe  with 
whom   (lie  was  combined.     At  all 
events,    we  ought   not  to  avow  to 
the  world,    that    we  looked    upon 
ourfelves  to  be  no  longer  in  a  con- 
dition to  profecute  the  Vv^ar  with  any 
hopes  of  fuccefs,  becnufethis  would 
prevent   our     obtaining  an    advan- 
tageous peace.     In  the  courfe  of  his 
fpeech,  Mr.  Rigby  paid  fomehand- 
fome  compliments  to  Mr.  Fox,  and 
declared,  that,    ftom   the  greatnefs 
of  his  talents,  he  confidcred  him  as 
an  honour  to  his  country.     After  a 
long  debate,  which  we  Ihall  not  en- 
ter 
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ter  into  more  paiticularly,  becaufc 
the  arguments  for  and  agalnft  the 
American  war  have  been  fo  fre- 
quently repeated,  the  motion  was 
rejected,  by  a  majority  of  172  to  99. 

A  bill  was  brought  in  this  feffion 
by  lord  Beauchamp,  for  rendering- 
valid  marriages  folenmized  in  cer- 
tain churches  and  public  cha- 
pels, in  which  banns  had  not  ufual- 
ly  been  publidied  before,  or  at  the 
time  of  paffing  the  marriage  a6t  ; 
and  another  marriage  bill  was  af- 
terwards brought  in  by  Mr.  Fox. 
This  occalioned  confiderable  debates 
in  both  houfes,  in  which  much  was 
faid  of  the  pernicious  tendency  of 
the  marriage  aft.  By  Mr.  Fox's 
bill,  the  neceffity  of  publiihing 
banns,  or  having  a  licence,  was 
taken  away,  when  the  parties  were 
arrived  at  the  age  of  eighteen  in  the 
male  fex,  and  iixteei^^n  the  female  ; 
and  no  marriage  was  to  be  declared 
nviU,  in  or  by  any  fuit  at  law,  after 
the  parties  hud  cohabited  together  as 
man  and  wite  for  one  year.  The 
bill  palfed  the  houfe  of  commons, 
but  was  thrown  out  by  the  lords. 

A  bill  having  paflcd  the  houfe  of 
commons,  for  granting  an  additi- 
onal duty  upon  almanacks,  and  for 
allowing  the  fum  of  five  hundred 
pounds  out  of  the  laid  duty  to  each 
of  the  two  univerfities  of  Oxford 
and  Cambridge,  in  lieu  of  the  fame 
fum  of  which  they  had  been  de- 
prived by  a  late  determination  of  the 
courts  of  law,  this  grant  to  the  uni- 
verfities was  oppofed  by  the  chan- 
cellor, when  the  bill 
June  20.  came  into  the  houfe  of 
peers  ;  and  fome  of  the 
arguments  ufed  by  his  lordflup  on 
this  occafion  were  thought,  at  leaft 
by  men  of  letters  without  doors,  to 
he  rather  extraordinary.  He  ob- 
ferved,  that  he  knew  of  no  juft  mo- 
tive or  pretext  for  wantonly  lavifli- 


ing  fo  confiderable  a  part  of  a  pub- 
lic tax  upon  the  two  univerfities.  It 
had  been  alleged,  indeed,  that  it 
had  enabled  them  to  print  valuable 
manufcripts,  and  evidence  to  prove 
this  had  been  brought  to  their  lord- 
fliip's  bar.  But  was  it,  he  alkcd, 
of  any  material  benefit  to  the  public, 
that  the  univerfity  of  Oxford  fiiould 
em  ploy  their  money  in  printing  books, 
which  but  very  few  pcrfons  would 
purchr.fe  ?  What  utility  was  there 
in  printing  either  Perfian  or  Coptic 
manufcnpts,  or  m my  other  curious 
trifles  r  They  mull:  be  much  more 
elevated  in  their  learned  purfuits 
than  he  aftefted  to  be,  who  could  be 
either  pleai'ed  with  or  comprehend 
them.  When  he  was  at  the  univer- 
fity, he  endeavoured  to  acquire  that 
fpecies  of  learning,  which  promifed 
to  be  moft  ufeful  to  him  in  his  in- 
tended purfuits  of  lite,  or  other- 
wife  helhould  have  thought  that  he 
had  fpent  his  time  there  very  un- 
profitably.  He  never  troubled  him- 
Iclf  about  Perfian  or  Coptic,  but 
confined  his  attention  to  that  kind 
of  ftudy,  which  was  likely  to  make 
him  underliood,  and  to  enable  him 
to  uuderftand  others.  He  was  of 
opinion,  that  neither  of  the  uni- 
verfities had  any  claim  to  the  fums 
propofed  to  be  granted  them  ;  but 
ot  the  two,  he  faid,  Cambridge  had 
the  moft  merit  ;  becaufe  that  uni- 
verfity, as  appeared  by  the  evi- 
dence, had  wifely  avoided  printing 
any  books  but  thofe  which,  from 
the  fale,  v/ould  reimburfe  their  ex- 
penccs.  It  was  thought  ftrange, 
that  this  learned  chancellor  fliould 
imagine,  that  it  was  more  meritori- 
ous in  either  of  the  univerfities,  to 
publilh  fuch  books  as  common  book- 
fcllers  would  be  induced  to  print, 
from  a  regard  to  their  own  eniolu- 
ment,  rather  than  thofe  which 
might  extend  our  acquaintance  with 
L  4  oriental 
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oriental  literature,  and  enlarge  the 
boundaries  of  knowledge.  It  there 
be  any  books  which  Ihould  be  par- 
ticularly publiflied  by  a  learned  uni- 
verlity,  they  are  undoubtedly  enti- 
tled to  a  preference,  which  tend  to 
enlarge  our  knowledge  of  ancient 
or  oriental  literature,  but  the  fale 
of  which  would  naturally  be  too 
limited  to  defiav  the  ox-dinary  ex- 
pences  of  publication.  Notvvith- 
ftanding  the  objedtions  of  the  chan- 
cellor, the  bill  was  pafled,  and  re- 
ceived the  royal  aiTent. 

A  trjotion  was  miide,  the  fame 
day,  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  by 
the  minifttr,  that  a  fum  not  ex- 
ceeding one  million  fliould  be  grant- 
ed to  his  majeftv,  for  the  purpole 
of  providing  for  any  untorel'een 
contingencies  that  might  increafe 
the  extraordinaries  of  the  army 
during  the  fummer  recefs,  fuch  lum 
to  be  railed  by  exchequer  bills, 
charged,  or  chargeable,  on  the  firft 
fupply  to  be  railed  next  feifion  of 
parliament.  The  motion  was  agreed 
to,  after  a  (hort  debate. 

A  petition  was  prefented  to  the 
houfe,  the  fame  day,  by  Mr.  Fox, 
from  the  American  prifoners  in 
Mill-prifon,  Plymouth  ;  fetting 
forth,  that  they  were  treated  with 
lefs  humanity  than  the  French  and 
Spaniards,  though,  by  reafon  that 
they  had  no  agent  eftabliflied  in  this 
country  for  their  prote£lion,  they 
were  entitled  to  expe6t  even  a  larger 
fhare  of  indulgence  than  others  ; 
that  they  had  not  a  fuificient  allow- 
ance of  bread,  and  were  very  fcan- 
tily  furnifhed  with  clothing.  A 
fimilar  petition  was  prefented  to  the 
houfe  of  peers  by  the  duke  of  Rich- 
mond ;  and  thefe  petitions  occafion- 
ed  confiderable  debates  in  both 
houfes.  Several  motions  were 
grounded  on  thefe  petitions  ;  but 
thofe  propofed  by  the  lords  and  gen- 


tlemen in  oppofition  were  determi- 
ned in  the  negative,  and  others  to 
exculpate  the  government  in  this 
,  buiinefswerc  rcfolved  in  the  affirma- 
tive. It  appeared,  upon  inquiry, 
that  the  American  prifoners  were  al- 
lowed halt  a  pound  of  brod  leis  per 
day  than  French  or  Spaniihprif'iners; 
but  the  petitions  of  the  Americana 
produced  no  alteration  in  their  fa- 
vour, and  the  condutt  of  admini- 
ftration  on  this  occaiion  was  equally 
ii^.ipolitic  and  illiberal.  The  additi- 
onal allowance,  which  was  Iblicitcd 
on  behalf  of  the  prifoners,  could  be 
no  objeft  either  to  government,  or 
to  the  nation  ;  and  it  was  certainly 
unwife,  by  treat  ng  American  pri- 
foners vvorfe  than  thofe  of  France  or 
Spain,  to  increafe  that  fat.d  animo- 
fity  which  had  unhapp'ly  taken 
place  between  the  mother  country 
and  the  col^j^ies,  and  this  too  at  a 
period  when  the  fubjuga-ion  of  the 
latter  was  become  fo  hop  lefs. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  fcffion, 
a  circumftance  happened,  which 
was  fomewhat  of  a  lingular  nature. 
In  a  bill,  called  the  Chocolate  and 
Cocoa- Bill,  and  which  included  fe- 
veral  other  objeds,  it  had  been  pro- 
vided, that  all  judgments  of  the 
commiffioners  of  excile,  or  juflices 
of  the  peace  wirhin  their  refpetlivc 
jurifdiftions,  with  regard  to  oft'ences 
committed  agaiaft  the  bill,  fliould 
be  as  final  and  concluiivc,  to  all  in- 
tents and  purpofes  whatfoever,  as 
any  judgment  tor  the  condemnation 
of  any  commodities,  goods,  or  ef- 
fects, given  in  his  majefty's  court 
of  exchequer  :  and  that  fuch  judg- 
ments of  the  commillicners  of  ex- 
cife,  and  juftices  of  the  peace  ref- 
peftively,  fhould  be  liable  to  appeal, 
in  thofe  cafes  only  where  an  appeal 
was  allowed  by  any  aft  or  acts 
of  parliament.  Petitions  being  pre- 
fented againii  thefe  claufes,  it  was 

agreed, 
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aovccd,  after  the  hearing  of  coun- 
fel,  that  they  fhould  be  left  out,  in 
order  that  the  force  and  eftecl:  of 
the  iiidgments  of  commiffioncrs  of 
excife,  and  juftices  of  the  peace, 
might  be  tried  and  determined  in  a 
due  coiirfc  of  law.  However,  not- 
withlianding-  this  agreement,  the 
ofFenfive  claufes  were  retained  in 
the  bill,  and  in  that  form  it  palled 
through  botl>  houfes,  and  received 
the  royal  alfent.  When  the  matter 
came  to  be  known,  it  excited  no 
fmall  degree  of  fpecuhition  ;  and 
doubts  were  entertained,  whether 
the  retaining"  of  the  claufes  com- 
plained of  was  owing  to  accidenr, 
or  whether  it  was  the  refult  of  fome 
fecret  treachery.  In  general,  it 
was  underilood  to  be  merely  a  mil- 
take  ;  a  new  a£t  became  necefl'ary 
to  be  pafled,  in  order  to  repeal  the 
two  c!aufe§  ;  and  it  is  faid,  that  the 
lord  chancellor  was  very  inftru- 
mental  in  detefting  and  reftifying 
the  error. 

The  feffion  was  clofed,  en  the 
18th  of  July,  by  a  fpeech  from  the 
throne,  in  which  his  majeOy  de- 
clared to  both  houfes,  that  although 
the  bulinefs  of  the  leffion  had  re- 
quired   a  longer   attendance    than 


might  have  been  confident  with 
their  private  convenience,  he  was 
yet  perfuaded,  that  they  looked 
back  with  fatisfadtion  on  the  time 
they  had  employed  in  a  faithful  dif- 
charge  of  their  duty  to  their  coun- 
try, in  the  prefent  arduous  and  cri- 
tical ftate  of  public  affairs.  The 
zeal  and  ardour,  he  faid,  which 
they  had  fliewn  for  the  honour  of 
his  crown,  their  firm  and  Ifeady 
fupport  of  a  juft  caufe,  and  the 
great  efforts  which  they  had  made 
to  enable  him  to  furmount  all  the 
difficulties  of  this  complicated  war, 
mull  convince  the  world,  that  the 
ancient  fpirir  of  the  Britifii  nation 
was  not  abated  or  diminillied.  His 
majeily  added,  that  peace  was  the 
earnelf  willi  of  his  heart  ;  but  he 
had  too  firm  a  reliance  on  the  fpirit 
and  refources  of  the  nation,  the 
powerful  alfiftance  of  hij  parliament, 
and  the  protection  of  a  juft  and 
over-ruling  Providence,  to  accept  it 
upon  any  otlier  terms  or  conditions, 
than  fuch  as  might  confift  with  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  his  crown, 
and  the  permanent  inrereft  and  lecu- 
rity  of  his  people.  The  parliament 
was  then  prorogued  to  the  1 3th  of 
September  following. 
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CHAP.      XV. 

Jiffaln  of  Ireland.  Perpetual  Mutiny-Bill pajfcd  in  that  Kingdom.  OhjcC' 
ticns  to  that  Bill.  Efforts  of  the  Irijh  Nation  to  obtain  ci.tiJiitntional  Re- 
formations, frame.  M.  Neckcr  lays  before  the  French  King  a  State  of 
the  Finances  of  that  Kingdom.  The  E7nperor  of  Germany  grants  the  free 
Exercife  of  Religion  to  the  Frotejlants  in  the  Aiiflrian  Dominions.  Adopts 
other  Meafures  calculated  to  reduce  the  Nu>nher  of  religious  Houfes.  The 
Pope  writes  to  the  Emperor,  complains  of  his  late  Proceedings,  and propo/cs 
to  pay  him  a  Vifit  at  Vienna.  H  he  Emperor'' s  Re  fly.  He  declares  Ofiend 
to  be  a  free  Port,  and  accedes  to  the  armed  Neutrality.  Internal  Comme- 
tions  in  the  Rcpiihlic  of  Geneva.  Engagement  off  the  Dogger-Bank,  he- 
tiveen  the  Britijh  and  Dutch  Fleets,  under  the  Command  of  Flee- Admiral 
Parker,  and  Rear- Admiral  Zoutman. 


IN  the  courfe  of  the  year  1780, 
the  people  of  Ireland  having  ob- 
tained, in  confequence  of  their  own 
fpirited  exertions,  and  with  the  con- 
currence of  the  Britiih  parliament, 
a  free  and  unreflrained  trade,  began 
alfo  to  aim  at  Ibme  important  con- 
ilitutional  reformations.  But  this 
appeared  to  be  much  more  the  de- 
iire  of  the  people  at  large,  than  of 
the  majority  of  the  Irilh  parliament, 
who  had  been  brought  to  fome  ac- 
quiefcence  in  the  views  and  mea- 
fures of  adminiftration,  by  the  fame 
means  which  were  often  found  fuc- 
cefshil  in  England.  In  confequence 
of  this  tradable  difpofition,  at  the 
very  period  when  the  fpirit  of  the 
nation  was  high,  and  when  the  peo- 
ple were  loudly  contending  for  an 
augmentation  of  their  liberties,  the 
Irifli  parliament  paflbd  a  perpetual 
mutiny-bill  for  the  regulation  of 
their  army,  though  that  of  England 
had  always  been  cautioufly  pafled 
only  from  year  to  year.  It  is  pro- 
bable, that  a  great  part  of  the  Irifh 
nation  did  nor  at  firft  perceive  the 
pernicious  tendency  of  this  bill  ; 
but  after  it  was  palled,  fome  of 
their  moll  zealous  patriots,  and  par- 
ticularly Mr.  Grattan,  took  great 
pains  to  convince  the  nation  at  large 


of  the  dangerous  and  unconflitu- 
tional  nature  of  that  aft  :  that  gen- 
tleman obferved,  that  ftanding  m- 
mies,  in  time  of  peace,  were  againft 
the  principles  of  the  conftitution, 
and  the  lafety  of  public  liberty ; 
that  they  had  fubverted  the  free- 
dom of  all  nations,  excepting  in 
thofe  inftances  where  their  numbers 
were  fmall,  or  the  power  of  the  lo- 
vereign  over  fuch  an  inftrumcnt,  li- 
mited in  quality  or  duration  ;  for  it 
was  in  vain  to  fee  bounds  to  the 
authority  of  the  chief  magiftrate, 
in  other  matters,  by  the  general 
tendency  of  law,  if  a  fpccific  fta- 
tuie  or  ordinance  fhould  giie  him  a 
perpetual  and  irrefillible  force.  As 
the  army  itfelf  was  dangerous,  fo 
alfo  was  that  code  of  law  by  which 
fuch  an  eihibliflimcnt  was  regulated 
and  accommodated.  The  mutiny- 
bill,  or  martial  law  methodized,  was 
not  only  different  from,  butdirec^tly 
oppofite  to  the  common  law  of  the 
land  ;  it  fet  afide  her  trial  by  jury, 
departed  from  her  principles  of  evi- 
dence, declined  her  ordinar)'  tribu- 
nals of  juilice,  and  in  their  place 
eUabliflied  a  fummary  proceeding, 
arbitrary  crimes,  arbitrary  punifli- 
ments,  a  fecret  fentence,  and  a  fud- 
dcu  execution.     The  dbjedt  of  this 

code 
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code  was  to  bring  thofe  who  were 
reached  by  it  to  a  Hate  of  implicit 
fubordination,  and  to  create  in  their 
fovereign  an  ablolute  authority.  It 
furnifhed  a  perfeft  image  of  arbi- 
trary power.  Accordingly,  the  peo- 
ple of  England,  from  a  laudable 
Jealoufy  on  all  fubje6ts  which  re- 
ated  to  liberty,  had  exceeded,  on 
the  fubjed  of  the  army,  their  ufual 
caution  j  they  had,  in  the  preamble 
of  their  annual  mutiny-bill,  claimed 
their  birth  right  ;  they  recited  that 
part  of  the  Declaration  of  Right, 
*'  That  Handing  armies,  and  mar- 
tial law  in  peace,  without  the  con- 
fent  of  parliament,  are  illegal  ;" 
and  having  Hated  the  fimplicity  and 
purity  of  their  ancient  confticution, 
and  fet  forth  a  great  principle  of 
Magna  Charta,  they  admitted  a 
partial  and  temporary  repeal  of  it ; 
they  admitted  an  army  and  a  law 
for  its  regulation,  but  they  limited 
the  number  of  the  former,  and  the 
duration  of  both  ,  confining  all, 
the  troops  themfelves,  the  law  that 
regulated,  and  the  power  that  com- 
manded them,  to  one  year.  Thus 
was  the  army  of  England  rendered 
a  parliamentary  army,  and  the  con- 
flitutional  afcendancy  of  the  fubjeft 
over  the  foldier  prelerved  ;  the  mi- 
litary was  rendered  efFedually  fub- 
ordinate  to  the  civil  magiftrate,  be- 
caufe  dependent  on  parliament  ; 
and  the  government  of  the  fword 
was  controlled  in  its  exercife,  be- 
caufe  limited  in  its  duration,  and 
the  king  entrufted  with  the  com- 
mand of  the  army  during  good  be- 
haviour only.  And  yet  the  people 
of  England  had  hitherto  very  wifely 
confidered  the  army,  thus  limited, 
thus  dependent,  thus  qualified,  and 
fheathed,  as  a  neceffary  evil ;  and 
would  not  even  admit  of  barracks, 
left  the  foldier  fhould  be  ftill  more 
alienated  from  the  itate  of  a  fubje£t, 


and  thus  alienated  and  armed  have 
a  port  of  ftrength,  and  the  danger- 
ous nature  of  his  condition  be  ag- 
gravated by  fituatlon.  When  the 
parliament  of  Ireland  proceeded  to 
regulate  the  army,  they  ought  there- 
fore to  have  adopted  the  maxims  of 
the  Britifli  conftitution,  as  much  as 
the  rules  of  BritiQi  difciplinc.  But 
they  had  totally  dcpaitcd  from  the 
example  and  the  maxims  of  Eng- 
land ;  they  had  done  fo  in  the  moll 
important  concern,  the  government 
ot  the  fword  ;  and  in  their  mutiny 
bill,  they  had  omitted  the  preamble 
which  declared  the  great  charter  of 
liberty,  they  had  left  the  number  of 
forces  in  the  breaft  of  the  king,  and 
under  thefe  circumllances  they  had 
made  the  bill  perpetual. 

In  confequence  of  the  ardour  by 
which  the  Irilli  nation  was  a6tuated» 
to  obtain  fome  conllitutional  refor- 
mation, in  the  courfe  of  the  year 
1 781,  in  various  county  ineetings, 
and  meetings  of  their  armed  aflbcia- 
tions,  the  lupremacy  of  the  Briti(h 
parliament  was  denied  in  public  re- 
folutions.  They  alfo  inftru6ted  their 
reprefentatives  to  exert  their  utmoft 
eftbrts  for  the  promotion  of  every 
meafurc  that  might  tend  to  edablifli 
the  independence  and  exclufive  com- 
petency of  their  own  leglflature  ;  to 
labour  to  reftore  to  the  lords  and 
commons  of  Ireland  their  ancient 
right  of  legillation,  by  a  final  ex- 
tinction of  the  unconfiitutional  pow- 
ers of  the  privy  council,  as  intro- 
duced by  the  law  of  Poynings  ;  to 
give  their  firenuous  funport  to  an 
Habeas  Corpus  a6t  ;  to  provide  for 
the  impartial  adminillration  of  juf- 
tice,  by  fccuring  the  independ- 
ence of  the  judges;  to  abolifh  al! 
fuch  places  and  penfions  as  neither 
rewarded  public  virtue,  nor  pro- 
moted public  fervice  ;  and  to  ufe 
their  beft  endeavours  to  obtain  a  li- 
mited 
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mited  mutiny  bill,  inflead  of  the 
prefent.  The  zeal  and  aftivity  with 
which  their  affociations  continued 
to  arm  and  exercife  themfelves, 
evinced  alfo  their  determination  to 
afiert  their  rights,  and  to  enforce 
their  claims,  if  it  fiiould  be  neccf- 
fary,  by  a  mode  of  application  that 
fliould  not  be  difregarded. 

In  the  month  of  January,  1781, 
Monf.  Necker,  direftor-general  of 
the  finances,  laid  before  the  king  ot 
France,  and  caufed  to  be  printed  for 
the  puljlic  infpedion,  a  (late  of  the 
finances  of  that  kingdom.  In  the 
memorial  which  he  addrefled  to  the 
French  monarch  on  this  occafion, 
Monf.  Necker  obferved,  that  he 
had  been  induced  to  render  to  his 
majefty  a  public  account  of  thefuc- 
cefs  of  his  labours,  and  of  the  ac- 
tual {late  of  the  French  finances,  by 
the  confideration,  that  the  opennefs 
and  the  authenticity  of  fuch  an  ac- 
count might  tend  greatly  to  promote 
the  welfare  of  his  majefty's  affairs. 
Such  a  ftatement  of  accounts  might 
alfo  put  every  perfon  who  was  con- 
cerned in  his  majefty's  councils,  in 
a  fituation  to  ftudy  and  to  attend  to 
the  ftate  of  the  finances  ,■  a  fpecies 
of  knowledge  important  in  itfelf, 
and  having  either  connexion  with, 
or  relation  to  all  deliberations  of 
moment.  He  took  notice,  that  a 
principal  caufe  of  the  great  credit  of 
England  was,  the  public  notoriety 
to  which  the  ftate  of  her  finances 
was  fubmitted  :  this  acconnt  was 
every  year  prefented  to  parliament, 
and  afterwards  printed ;  and  the 
money-lenders,  being  thus  regular- 
ly made  acquainted  with  the  propor- 
tion maintained  between  the  receipts 
and  dilburfements,  were  not  render- 
ed uneafy  by  thofe  chimerical  fuf- 
picions  and  fears,  which  were  the 
infeparable  concomitants  of  a  more 
difi^uifed  condud.     But  in  France, 


the  ftate  of  the  finances  had  conftanN 
ly  been  made  a  matter  of  myftery  ; 
or,  if  it  was  fometimes  fpoken  of, 
it  was  in  the  preambles  of  edifts, 
and  always  at  the  moment  when 
there  was  occafion  to  borrow.  Bur 
it  was  of  great  moment  to  fix  the  pub- 
lic confidence  upon  a  inore  folid  ba- 
fis.  The  fovereign  of  fuch  a  king- 
dom as  France  might  always,  at  his 
pleafure,  maintain  the  balance  be- 
tween his  ordinary  expences  and  re- 
venues. The  diminution  of  the  for- 
mer, ever  feconded  by  the  public 
wifn,  was  in  his  own  hands  ;  and, 
when  circumftances  required  it,  the 
augmentation  of  the  impolls  was 
fubmitted  to  his  power.  But  the 
moft  dangerous,  as  well  as  the  moll: 
unjuft  of  all  refources,  was  that  of 
feeking  temporary  aids  in  a  blind 
confidence,  and  engaging  for  loans, 
without  having,  either  by  an  aug- 
mentation of  the  revenue,  or  by  a 
retrenchment  of  expences,  provided 
for  the  interefts.  Such  an  admini- 
ftration  as  feduced,  by  procraftinat- 
ing  the  moment  of  embarraffment, 
only  increafed  the  evil,  and  made 
farther  advances  in  undermining- 
the  precipice  ;  whilft  a  difterent  con- 
duft,  more  fimple,  and  more  liberal, 
would  multiply  the  refources  of  the 
fovereign,  and  perpetually  reftrain 
him  from  every  fpecies  of  injuftice. 

M.  Necker  divided  his  account  of 
the  French  finances  into  three  parts  ; 
the  firft  concerning  the  a6tual  ftate 
of  the  finances,  and  all  the  opera- 
tions which  related  to  the  royal 
treafury,  and  to  public  credit ;  the 
fecond  was  intended  to  unfold  the 
operations  which  had  united  impor- 
tant meafures  of  oeconomy  with 
great  advantages  in  government  ; 
and  in  the  third,  he  gave  an  ac- 
count of  fome  difpofitions  and  regu- 
lations which  had  lately  taken  place, 
and  which  had  for  their  object  the 
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veneral  welfare  of  the  people,  and 
the  profperity  of  the  ikte.     At  the 
clofe  of  his  addrefs  to  the  French 
monarch,     Mr.    Necker    expreffcs 
himfelf    in    the    foUovving    terms  : 
"  My  whole  time  has  been  devoted, 
without  intermiffion,    to   the  exer- 
cife  of  the  ii'nportaut  fun6tions  which 
your  majelly   has  intruded  to  my 
care.     I  have  neither  fiaciificed  to 
reputation,   nor    to    power,    and  i 
have  difdained  the  trappings  of  va- 
nity.    I   have  renounced  even  the 
deareft  private  fatisfattion,  that  of 
lerving  my  friends,  or  obtaining  the 
cratitude  of  thofe  who  furround  me. 
Jf  any  perfon  owes  to  my  fingle  fa- 
vour, either  a  penfion,  a  place,  or 
an  employment,  let  him  be  named. 
I  have  had  no  other  objeft  than  my 
duty,  and  the  hopes  of  meriting  the 
approbation   of  a   mailer,    new  to 
me  ;   but  my  devotion  and  zeal  tor 
his  fervice  fliall  not  be  exceeded  by 
any   of  his   fubjcds  ;    and   I  alfo 
avow,  that  I  have  proudly  relied  on 
the   public  approbation,    of  which 
wicked    men  have   endeavoured  to 
defpoil  me,  but  in  fpite  of  their  ef- 
forts,  juftice   and    truth    will  pre- 
vail." 

In  the  third  part  of  this  piece,  M. 
Necker  cxprefies  very  ilrongly  his 
regret,  that,  in  confequence  of  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  the  in- 
troduction of  reformations,  and  the 
promotion  of  oeconomy,  had  not 
been  produftive  of  all  thofe  benefi- 
cial effefts  to  the  people,  which  they 
might  have  received  from  them,  if 
peace  had  been  continued.  Had  no  war 
broken  out,  many  of  the  burthens 
might  have  been  lightened,  their 
taxes  might  have  been  reduced,  the 
national  debt  leflened,  canals  open- 
ed, trade  promoted  and  extended, 
new  and  ufeful  eftablifhments  found- 
ed in  the  kingdom,  and  various 
bleffing*  communicated  to  the  na- 


tion. On  this  fubjedt  he  exprefles 
himfelf  with  the  wifdom  of  a  ilatef- 
man,  and  exhibits  the  benevolent 
and  enlarged  views  of  aphilofopher  ; 
he  exprelfes  himfelf  in  a  manner 
that  greatly  interetlsus  in  his  favour; 
and  which  naturally  leads  us  to  con- 
clude, that  the  oppofition  he  has 
met  with  in  France,  has  been  the 
refult  of  the  intrigues  of  the  felfifh, 
the  venal,  and  the  ambitious;  of 
thofe  who  had  objefts  in  view  very 
different  from  the  welfare  of  their 
country.  Among  fuch  men  a  vir- 
tuous and  incorrupt  minilfer  will 
ever  meet  with  enemies,  who  will 
endeavour  to  thwart  his  fchemes, 
and  to  mifreprefent  his  deligns ; 
and  all  thofe  who  are  fond  of  the 
vain  trappings  of  a  court,  will  na- 
turally employ  their  efforts  for  the 
fame  purpofe. 

Some  expectations  were  this  year 
formed  in  Englatid,  that  the  empe- 
ror of  Germany  would  declare  in 
favour  of  Great  Britain,  that  he 
would  enter  into  an  alliance  with  it, 
and  make  fuch  a  diverfion  on  the 
continent,  as  mufl  compel  the  houfe 
of  Bourbon,  as  well  as  the  States  of 
Holland,  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of 
peace.  Thefe  expedfations  appear 
to  have  been  totally  groundlefs  ;  the 
emperor  feems  to  have  had  very  dif- 
ferent views,  and  to  have  been  de- 
lirous  of  promoting  the  interefts  of 
his  luhjeCts,  not  by  the  arts  of  war, 
but  by  the  arts  of  peace,  and  by 
communicating  to  them  the  advan- 
tages of  religious  toleration.  He 
ifTued  letters  patent,  granting  the 
free  exercife  of  their  religion  to  the 
Proteftants  all  over  the  Auflrian  do- 
minions ;  by  a  public  edift  he  de- 
clared, that  all  religious  houfes, 
monafteries,  and  convents,  in  the 
Auflrian  Netherlands,  were  exempt 
from  all  foreign  ecclefiaflical  juril- 
di6lion  ;  and  other  regulations  were 
adopted, 
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adopted,  calculated  to  reduce  the 
number  of  religious  houfes,  and  to 
difcountenance  all  monalHc  inflitu- 
tions.  Thefe  proceedings  of  the 
emperor  naturally  gave  great  alarm 
to  the  papal  fee  ;  accordingly  the 
pope,  Pius  VI.  towards  the  clofe  of 
the  year,  remonflratedagaiiill  thefe 
meafures  of  the  emperor,  though  in 
terms  expreffive  of  great  regard  :  he 
reminded  him  that  pope  Benedict 
XIV.  had  been  his  god-father  ;  he 
befought  him  not  to  ftrip  the  apollo- 
ic  fee  of  any  of  thole  rights  which 
it  had  enjoyed  from  the  reinoteft 
times  ;  and  acquainted  him,  that 
notwith  (landing  his  advanced  age, 
he  would  fpeedily  make  a  journey  to 
Vienna,  in  order  to  converfe  with 
him,  in  an  amicable  manner,  con- 
cerning fome  late  innovations  in  re- 
ligion which  he  had  made,  and  to 
endeavour  to  prevail  with  him  not 
to  invade  the  rights  of  the  church, 
or  to  diminifh  the  pontifical  prero- 
gatives. The  emperor  foon  after 
returned  an  anfwei,  alfuring  his  ho- 
linefs,  with  great  gravity,  that  his 
heart  was  truly  catholic  and  apofioUc, 
and  that  he  was  filled  with  the  ut- 
moft  refpecl  and  deference  towards 
the  fovereign  pontiff.  But  as  to  the 
late  regulations  which  he  had  ellab- 
liihed,  they  had  been  made  with  due 
confideration,  and  uith  good  advice; 
and  they  were  ihidly  conformable 
to  equity,  rcafon,  humanity,  and 
religion.  If  his  holinefs  thought 
proper  to  come  to  Vienna,  he  would 
certainly  be  received  with  all  the  re- 
Ipect  and  attention  which  were  due 
ro  his  exalted  ftation.  But  if  his 
defign  ot  coming  thither  related  to 
ihofc  regulations  concerning  religion 
ubout  which  the  emperor  had  al- 
ready decided,  his  holinefs's  journey 
was  entirely  fuperfluous.  His  impe- 
vial  majefty  concluded  with  folicit- 
iiig  the  moft  holy  father,  that  h? 


would  be  pleafed  to  favour  him  with- 
his  apoftolical  benediftion. 

On  the  I  ith  of  June,  1781,  the 
emperor,  who  was  then  at  Oilend, 
iflued  a  placart,  by  which  he  de- 
clared that  town  to  be  a  free  port  ; 
and  three  days  after  he  had  an  inter- 
view with  the  Duke  of  Glouceller 
at  Bruges.  He  alio  eftabliflied  fome 
regulations  concerning  internal  na- 
vigation in  the  Netherlands ;  and, 
on  the  9th  of  Oftober,  this  year, 
acceded  to  the  armed  neutrality. 

The  republic  of  Geneva,  which 
had  long  enjoyed  a  great  degree  of 
tranquility  and  happinefs,  was  now 
unfortunately  much  involved  in  ci- 
vil difcord,  in  confequence  of  very 
violent  difputes  which  had  taken  place 
between  two  parties  of  the  inhabit- 
ants, the  principles  of  one  of  which 
were  ariftocratical,  and  of  the  other 
democratical.  Some  of  the  magi- 
ftrates,  and  leading  men  of  the  re- 
public, appeared  much  inclined  to 
incroach  upon  the  liberties  of  the 
common  people,  who  on  their  part 
evinced  a  determined  refolution  to 
oppofe  every  attempt  of  this  kind. 
Thefe  difputes  occafioned  forae  in- 
terference of  the  cantons  of  Zurich 
and  Bern,  as  well  as  of  the  court  of 
France  ;  but  this  interpofition  only 
incrcafed  the  domeftic  troubles  of 
the  republic.  It  was  the  aritlocra- 
tic  party  that  appears  to  have  been 
moll  favoured  by  the  court  of 
France.  In  the  courfe  of  this  year 
a  letter  was  fent  to  the  magnlficoes 
of  Geneva,  by  M.  dc  Vergennes, 
in  the  name  of  the  king  of  France, 
expreffing  his  diiratisfaftion  that  the 
cantons  of  Zurich  and  Bern  were 
not  difpofcd  to  concur  with  him  in. 
fentiment,  either  on  the  neceflity 
of  a  fpeedy  pacification,  or  the  means 
of  procuring  it.  His  majefty,  there- 
fore, declared,  that  he  ihould  leave 
to  the  cantons  of  Zurich  and  Bern 
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the  care  of  reftoring  peace  to  the 
republic  of  Geneva  ;  at  the  fame 
time  cautioning  thofe  cantons,  not 
to  confent  to  any  refoluticn,  which 
mii'ht  deprave  the  nature  of  the 
govcrnrnt-nt  of  Geneva,  by  timing 
It  into  a  confufcd  democracy.  This 
would  be  an  innovation  that  his  ma- 
jclly  was  intereiled  in  preventing. 
The  French  monarch  farther  ac- 
quainted them,  that  he  would  take 
all  the  orders  of  the  ftate  of  Geneva 
under  his  proteBion\  and  that  it  any 
one  fliould  attempt  any  thing  againlf 
the  life,  or  liberty  of  any  inhabi- 
tant of  the  republic,  without  go- 
vernment employing  the  neceffary 
means  to  punifli  fuch  offender,  the 
king  would  take  that  care  upon  him- 
felf,  as  alio  of  reftoring  amongll 
them  good  order,  fpeedily,  and  by 
all  means  which  his  power  could 
command.  Thefe  royal  menaces, 
joined  to  the  internal  dilTiurbances  of 
the  republic,  could  not  but  convey 
very  alarming  apprehenfions  to  the 
friends  of  its  freedom  and  independ- 
ence. 

Though  the  Dutch  nation  had 
been  muchdifufed  to  war,  and  were 
very  ill  prepared  for  it,  when  hofti- 
lities  commenced  between  that  re- 
public and  Great  Britain,  at  the 
clofe  of  the  year  17  Bo,  it  yet  ap- 
peared, from  a  naval  engagement 
which  happened  on  the  5th  of  Au- 
guft,  1 78 1,  that  the  Dutch  were 
ftill  poifelfcd  of  that  determined 
courage  which  dlftinguiflied  them  in 
the  days  of  De  Ruyter  and  Van 
Tromp.  It  was  early  in  the  morn- 
ing when  vice-admiral  Hyde  Parker, 
with  the  Biitifli  fquadron  under  his 
command,  fell  in  with  a  Dutch  fqua- 
dron, with  a  large  convoy,  off  the 
Dogger  Bank.  The  Britilh  fleet 
coniilled  of  one  fliip  of  80  guns,  two 
of  74,*one  of  64,  one  of  60,  one  of 
50,  one   of  44,   one   of  40,  three 


other  frigates,  and  a  cutter.  The 
Dutch  fleet,  which  was  commanded 
by  rear-admiral  Zoutman,  confift- 
ed,  according  to  their  own  account, 
of  one  of  74,  one  of  68,  one  of  64, 
three  of  54,  and  one  of  44,  befides 
frigates ;  but  the  Englifli  account 
reprefents  the  Dutch  fleet  as  confifl- 
ing  of  eight  two-decked  fliips.  No 
gun  was  fired  on  either  fide  till  they 
were  within  the  diflance  of  half- 
mufket  fliot.  The  aftion  began 
about  eight  in  the  morning,  and 
continued  with  an  unccafing  fire, 
for  three  hours  and  forty  minutes. 
Both  fides  fought  with  equal  ardour, 
and  little  advantage  was  gained  on 
either  fide.  When  the  heat  of  the 
adion  was  over,  both  fquadrons 
lay  to  a  conuderable  time  near  each 
other,  when  the  Dutch  fliips  of  war, 
with  their  convoy,  bore  away  for 
the  Texel;.and  the  EngliQi  (hips 
were  all  too  much  dlfabled  to  fol- 
low them.  It  appears,  that  a  Dutch 
feventy-four  gun  flnp  funk  foon  after 
the  adion.  On  board  the  Britifh 
fleet  104.  were  killed,  and  339 
wounded;  and  the  lofs  of  the  Dutch 
was  probably  greater.  Admiral 
Zoutman,  in  the  account  of  the  en- 
gagement tranfmitted  by  him  to  the 
Stadtholder,  faid,  that  his  men" 
"  fought  like  lions  ;"  and  it  was 
faid  by  the  Britifli  admiral,  in  the 
account  fent  by  him  to  the  admi- 
ralty, that  "  his  majefty's  officers 
and  men  behaved  with  great 
braverv,  nor  did  the  enemy  fliew 
lefs  gallantry."  The  admiral  of  the 
Dutch  fleet  was  promoted,  honorary 
rewards  were  given  to  the  principal 
officers,  and  two  months  pay  to  the 
men,  for  their  behaviour  in  this 
action.  When  admiral  Parker's 
fleet  arrived  at  the  Nore,  his  ma- 
jefty,  in  order  to  teftify  his  fenfe  ot 
his  merit,  went  on  board  his  fhip, 
with  the  avowed  defign,  as  it  is  faid, 

of 


t6o 


BRITISH     AND 


of  conferring  on  him  the  honour  of  Mm,  for  which  he  had  applied,  and 

knighthood,    but  this    the    admiral  which  he  conceived  might  have  been 

thought  proper  to  decline  ; '  and  it  fpared,  and  whereby  he  might  have 

was    generally  fuppofed,    that  this  been  enabled  to  obtain  a  complete 

■veteran  officer  was  much  difgufted,  vidory. 
that  mure  fliips  had  not  been  lent  to 


CHAP.      XVI. 

^ranfaciions  in  the  iVcJl  Indies.  Vnfuccefsful  Attempt  of  Admiral  Rodney.,  and 
General  l^augh  an.,  againjl  the  Ijlaud  of  St.  Kincenis.  A£lio)i  betvjeen  the 
BritiJIj  and  French  hcjuadrons  under  the  Command  of  Sir  Samuel  Hood  and 
the  Count  de  GraJJe-  ^fhe  Ifland  ofT'obago  taken  hy  the  French.  Difputes 
infome  of  the  jVcJi  India  IJlands  between  the  Hoitfcs  of  AJembly  and  their 
Governors.  A  Squadron.,  under  the  Command  of  Commodoi  efohnjlone^  at- 
tacked at  Port  Praya^  in  the  Ifland  of  St.  Jago.,  by  a  French  Squadron^ 
under  the  Command  of  Monf  Suffreln.  The  French  arc  beaten  rff.  The 
Commodore furprfcs  ffje  Dutch  Eaft  Indiamen  in  the  Bay  of  Saldanha.,  of 
%^hich  four  ivere  taken.,  and  one  burnt.  Me  returns  home.)  "Mithout  cffecling 
the  Purpofc  of  his  Voyage.  The  Spaniards  become  Maftcrs  of  the  Province 
of  Wcji  Florida.  The  Iftand  of  St.  Eufaiius  retaken  by  the  French,  spi- 
rited andfc.ccefsfid  Sally  ?nade  by  the  Garrifon  at  Gibraltar,  in  order  to  de- 
froy  the  advanced  IVorks  of  the  Spaniards.  Admiral  Kcmpenfelty  ivith  a 
Britijh  Squadron  under  his  Command,  ?neets  nvith  a  French  Fleet  offuperior 
Force,  under  the  Command  of  M.  de  Guichen,  and  takes  a  Number  ofTraU' 
fports  which  ivere  under  the  Convoy  of  that  Admiral. 


T  was  an  unfortunate  circum- 
ilance  which  attended  the  Weft 
India  illands,  in  confequence  of  the 
conteft  between  Great  Biit;un  and 
the  colonies,  and  the  hoftllitles  with 
France  and  Spain  which  that  occa- 
fioned,  that  thefe  illands  became  a 
confiderable  theatre  of  war.  At  the 
clofe  of  the  year  1780,  an  attempt 
was  made  by  admiral  Rodney,  and 
general  Vaughan,  againft  the  ifland 
of  St.  Vincent's.  They  were  induc- 
ed to  engage  in  this  enterprize,  by 
the  reports  that  were  made  to  them, 
of  the  ruinous  and  defencelefs  ftate 
of  that  ifland,  in  confequence  of 
the  late  hurricanes.  They  proceed- 
ed fo  far  as  to  land  a  body  of  troops 
and  marines  upon  the  illand,  who 
marched  four  miles  up  the  country; 
but,    upon   reconnoitring   the   ene- 


my's works,  they  were  found  to 
be  fo  ftrong  and  well  fortified,  both 
by  art  and  nature,  that  it  was  thought 
proper  to  reimbark  the  troops,  and 
to  return  again  to  St.  Lucia,  with- 
out any  farther  effort  in  profecution 
of  the  defign. 

On  the  29th  of  April,  1781,  a 
partial  engagement  took  place  in 
the  V/eft  Indies,  between  a  Britiflt 
fquadron,  confifting  of  eighteen 
iliips  of  the  line,  under  the  com- 
mand of  fir  Samuel  Hood,  and 
a  French  fquadron  confifting  of 
twenty-four  fail  of  the  line,  vui- 
der  the  command  of  the  count  de 
Grafle.  No  material  advantage 
was  gained  on  either  fide.  The 
lofs  on  board  the  Britifli  fleet 
was  36  killed,  and  161  \yotHided* 
An  unfuccefsful  attempt  W'as  made 
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by  th^  Frencli  foon  afu-r  on  the 
iliiuul  of  i)t.  Lucia  ;  and  on  the  24th 
of  the  .olluvvin?r  mont'i,  the  marquis 
tie  Bouill'"'  made  a  delcent  on  the 
ifi.ind  of  'l\)ba((o,  :ind  on  the  2d  of 
June  it  fiiriendefed  to  the  arms  of 
his  mod  Chriftian  irajefty.  Sir 
George  Rodney  was  then  at  Barba- 
docs  ;  and  George  Fergufon,  efq. 
governor  of  i  obago,  after  his  re- 
turn to  England,  complained  loudly 
♦hatthcifland  had  been  unncceflarily 
loft.  Admiia!  Rodney  had  fent 
rear-admiral  Drake,  with  iix  fail  ot 
the  line,  three  frigates,  and  fome 
troops,  to  the  affiftanceof  the  illand; 
but  they  were  fent  too  late,  and  the 
ifland  had  capitulated,  before  any 
relief  was  aftbrded  it.  In  a  letter  of 
Rodney,  which  was  publlflied  in 
the  Gazette,  fome  furprize  was  ex- 
prefled,  that  the  place  had  (urren- 
dered  fo  foon  :  upon  which  gover- 
nor Fergufon  publifhed  an  account  of 
thefiege,  figi-cdwith  his  name,  in  all 
the  London  papers,  in  which  he  ob- 
ferved,  that  he  apprehended,  that 
*'  the  world  would  think  it  more 
extraordinary,  that  a  Britlfli  admi- 
ral, with  twenty-one  fliips  of  the 
line  under  his  command,  fliould 
allow  an  enemy's  fquadron,  of  four 
ihips  and  higates,  and  a  few  (loops, 
to  befiege  tor  ten  days  together  a 
BritiOi  colony,  within  twenty-four 
hours  fail  of  him,  without  either  re- 
lieving the  iiland,  or  endeavouring 
to  deftroy  the  fquadron,  than  that 
an  illand,  without  any  fortification 
whatever,  defended  by  only  427 
men,  without  even  eoverin'^  fuffi- 
cient  to  flielter  them  from  the  in- 
clemency of  the  weather,  iliould  be 
unable  to  hold  out  longer  than  ten 
days,  againft  art  army  of  veteran 
troops  above  five  times  their  num- 
ber." The  governor's  narrative 
was  fo  perfpicuous,  fu  apparently 
fatisfa(5lory,  and  his  charge  againft 
the  admiral  fo  ilrong,  that  it  was 
1781, 


thought  incumbent  on  the  latter  to 
virftlicate  his  conduft :  but  no  an-" 
fwer  to  the  governor's  accufation 
has  vet  appeared. 

Befidts  the  Inconveniences  which 
the  Britilh  Weft  India  ifiands  fuffer- 
e;i  in  conlequcnce  ot  the  war,  it  was 
alfo  a  misfortune  to  fome  of  them^ 
that  they  were  involved  in  domeftic 
difpiites,  ocoiioQed  by  their  difia- 
tisfa6tion  at  the  condudl:  of  their  go- 
vernors. This  was  particularly  the 
cafe  with  Jamaica  and  Barbadoes, 
in  bcih  which  ifiands  there  were  fre- 
quent contells  about  this  time  be- 
tween the  houfes  of  affembly  and 
the  governors.  But  the  remon- 
flrances  of  the  inhabitants  on. this 
fubjecT:  did  not  meet  with  much  at- 
tention, from  thofe  in  whole  power 
it  was  to  have  afforded  them  relief  : 
for  it  feemcd,  indeed,  to  be  a  kind 
ofm-aximwith  the  Briti(h  admini- 
ilration,  at  this  period,  to  pay  little 
regard  to  any  complaints  from  the 
fubjetfs  of  the  empire,  refpe£ling 
i:'ny  abufe  of  authority,  from  what- 
ever quarter  they  might  come,  Ire- 
land only  excepted  ;  and,  with  re- 
fpedl  to  that  kingdom,  they  were 
induced  to  relax  a  little  from  the 
high  tone  they  were  accufi:omed 
to  affume,  by  the  powerful  and 
energetic  arguments  of  the  Irifh 
volunteers. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  pre- 
fent  year,  commodore  Johnflone 
was  invefted  with  the  command  of  a 
fquadron,  which  was  delfined  to  at- 
tack the  cape  of  Good-Hope  ;  and 
it  was  fuppofed,  that  from  thence 
he  was  to  have  proceeded  to  the 
Spaniflifettlements  of  Buenos  Ayres, 
in  the  Rio  de  la  Plata  of  South 
America,  where  there  had  been 
fome  dangerous  infurrecSlions,  which 
had  given  confiderable  alarm  to  the 
court  of  T».Iadrid.  But  in  neither 
of  thefe  deligns  was  his  expedition 
fuccefsful.     The  court  of  France, 
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being  defirous  of  affilVmg  the 
Dutch  hi  the  prcfcnt  llate  of  things, 
had  icnt  a  fleet  from  Breft,  of  fu- 
perior  force,  in  order  to  counteradl: 
the  dcfigns  ot  commodore  John- 
Itone  againft  the  Dutch  fettlement 
at  the  Cape.  The  ibength  of  the 
commodore's  fquadron  was  well 
known  to  the  French  commander, 
Monf.  de  Suffrein,  who  came  up 
with  the  Britifii  fleet  at  the  Cape  de 
Verd  iflands,  and  attacked  it  whilif 
lying  under  the  proteftion  of  the 
Portuguefc  flag,  in  Port-Praya,  in 
the  ifland  of  St.  Jago  ;  feveral  out- 
ward-bound Ealf-Indiamcn  being 
alfo  under  the  commodore's  convoy, 
and  thenin  that  port.  At  the  time 
when  the  French  fleet  arrived, 
which  was  on  the  i6th  of  April, 
1 78 1,  at  leaft  fifteen  hundred  per- 
fons  were  abfent  from  the  Britifh 
fleet,  who  were  faid  to  be  employed 
in  watering,  fifl^.ing,  embarking  live 
cattle,  and  other  neceflliry  occupati- 
ons :  but  this  circumilance  has  beea 
fuppofed  to  imply  a  want  of  vigi- 
lance and  of  dilcipline  in  the  com- 
mander, and  the  rather  becaufe  he 
had  received  intelligence,  that  a 
fleet  of  the  enemy  was  in  thofe  feas, 
whofe  particular  object  it  was  to  fruf- 
trate  the  defign  of  his  expedition. 
The  Britifli  fleet,  whenfirll  attacked, 
appear  to  have  been  in  fome  con- 
fufion,  and  it  has  been  thought, 
that  the  fliips  were  not  difpofed  in 
the  mofl:  judicious  manner  for  their 
defence.  However  that  might  be, 
the  Englifli  fought  with  their  ufual 
bravery,  and  the  French  were  beaten 
off;  one  of  the  Eail-India-men  was 
taken  by  the  French,  but  was  -A- 
terwards  retaken.  The  lofs  fuf- 
tained  in  the  aftion  by  the  Britifli 
fleet  was  niucty-feven  killed  and 
wounded.  But  what  was  flill  more 
unfortunate,  the  French  reached 
the  Cape  before  commodore  John- 


ftonc  could  make  his  appearancfi 
there  :  the  attempt  upon  that  place 
was  therefore  entirely  trufl:rated,  and 
the  French  became  mailers  ot  the  fet- 
tlement and  harbour.  The  commo- 
dore, however,  on  the  2  ill  ot  July, 
furpril'cd  five  homeward  bound 
Dutch  Eaft-Indiamen,  which  were  at 
anchor  in  the  bay  of  Saldanha ;  four  of 
which  he  captured,  and  the  other 
was  burnt.  But  it  was  now  found 
expedient  to  relinquifli  the  original 
objedts  of  his  expedition  ;  the  fliips 
dellined  for  the  Eall  Indies  proceed- 
ed on  their  voyage  thither,  and  the 
commodore  returned  home  with  his 
prizes. 

It  mufl  be  numbered  amongft 
thofe  many  misfortunes  of  Great 
Britain,  which  were  occafioned  by 
her  contcft  with  the  colonics,  that 
the  arms  of  Spain  were  fo  fuccefsful 
in  America,  as  to  reduce  all  our 
fettlements  on  the  Miffiffippi,  and  to 
make  an  entire  conquefl;  ot  the  pro- 
vince of  Weil-Florida.  Penfacola 
furrendered  to  Don  Bernardo  de 
Galvez,  the  Spanifti  governor  of 
Louifiana,  on  the  9th  of  May, 
1781.  The  reduction  of  the  place 
was  facilitated  by  a  fliell  from  thC; 
enemy,  which  accidentally  biirft  by 
the  door  of  the  magazine  of  an  ad- 
vanced redoubt,  fet  fire  to  the  pow- 
der within,  and  in  an  inllant  the 
body  of  the  redoubt  became  a  heap 
of  rubbifli.  By  the  explofion, 
forty-eight  foldiers,  twenty-feven 
failurs,  and  one  negro,  loll  their 
lives  ;  befides  twenty-four  others 
who  were  wounded,  and  mofl,  of 
them  dangeroufly.  Even  after  this 
unfortunate  accident,  the  garriibn 
continued  to  defend  the  place  with 
great  gallantry,  but  were  obliged  to 
fubmit  to  the  very  fuperior  force  of 
the  enemy.  They  obtained  an  ho- 
nourable '  capitulation,  and  were 
treated  by  theSpanifli  general,  Don 
Bernardo 
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Bernardo  de  Galvcz,  with  great  ge- 
utTolity  and  humanity. 

The  ilia  nd  of  St.  Euftatius,  which 
in  the  earlier  part  of  the  year  had 
been  thought  fo  important   a  con- 
queft,  was  loft  towards  the  clofe  of 
it  in  a  very    diflionourable  m  inner. 
On  the  zbth   of  November,  about 
four  hundred  French  troops,  under 
the  command   of   the    marquis    de 
Bouille,  landed  from  three  frigates, 
and   Ibme    fmall  craft   at  Jenkins's 
bay,  at  the  back  of  the  iftand,  and 
made    themfelves    mafters  of  it   by 
furprizc.     The  French  commander 
had  been  induced  to  engage  in  this 
enterprize,  bv  the  information  that 
he  had   received   of   the    negligent 
fituation  of  the  garrifon,  and  tiiat  a 
place  proper  for  the  landing  of  troops 
was  left  wholly  unguarded.     Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Cockburn,  to  whom 
the   government   of  the  illand  was 
intrurted,     and    the    whole     garri- 
fon, which  confifted  of  fix  hundred 
and  feventv-feven  men,  were  made 
prifoners  of  war.     On  the  evening 
of  the  day  on  which    the  illand  was 
taken,  the  marquis  de  Bouilie  called 
a    meeting  of  the    principal  Dutch 
inhabitants  of  the  illand,  and  made 
a  public  fpeech  to  them,  declaring, 
that  he  re-captured  this    ifland  by 
the  order  of  the  king    his   mailer, 
not  with  a  view  to  extend   his  ma- 
jefty's  dominions  in  thofe  fcas,  but 
to  relieve  them  from  their  diftrefTes 
and  oppreflions,  by  reftoringto  them 
their  ancient  government  under  the 
dominion  of  the  States-general,  for 
whom  he  would  garrifon  and  defend 
the    illand,    till    the  king's    troops 
fliould  be  relieved  by  the  troops  of 
their   High  Mightinefles.     He  alfo 
informed  them,  that  he  (hould   for 
the  prefent  appoint  officers,  in  the 
civil  deptn-tment,   from  ainong  their 
ancient  inhabitants,  to  govern  them 
ia  ail  rcfpefts  by  their  own  law^s. 


A  large  fum  of  money,   which  had 
been  taken  from  the  Dutch  inhabi- 
tants, and  which  had  been  depofit- 
ed  in  the  governor's  houfe,  was  like- 
wife   returned  to  fuch  of  them  as 
could  afcertain  their  right  to  it.  The 
illand  of  St.  Martin   was  alfo  taken 
by  the  French  about  the  fame  time. 
In  Europe,    the  illand  of  Minorca 
was  vigorouily  attacked  by  the  Duke 
deCrillon;   and  the  fortreis of  Gib- 
raltar continued  alfo  to  be  clolely 
befieged,     and    bravely    defended. 
On  the  27th  of  November,    a   moll 
fpirited  Tally  was  made  by  the  Britifli 
garrifon  of  the  latter,  in  which  they 
attempted  to  ftorm  and  deftroy    the 
whole  of  the  advanced  woiks  of  the 
Spaniards,  which,  after  immenfe  la- 
bour and  expcnce,  were  arrived  at 
the  higheft  itate  of  perfection .     The 
detachment,    which   was  appointed 
for  this  cnterprize,    was   formed  in 
three  columns,   and  marched  from 
the  garrifon  at   the  fetting   of  the 
moon,   about  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning.'    The  columns  were  feve- 
rally  compofed  of  an  advanced  corps, 
a    body  of    pioneers,    artillerv-men 
carrying    combuftibles,   and  a  fuf- 
taining  corp?,  with  a  referve  at  the 
rear.        The   pioneers    of    the   left 
column  were  feamen.    They  attack- 
ed  the  Spanifli  works  with  fuch  ir- 
refiftlble  fury,  that  the  enemy,  after 
a  fcattering    fire,  which  was  of  no 
long  continuance,  gave  way  on  all 
fides,   and  abandoned  their  ftupen- 
dous  works  with  great  precipitation, 
and  in     the    utrnoft    ccnfternation. 
The  pioiiecrs  and  artillery-men  ex- 
erted themfelves  in  fo  wonderful  a 
manner,  and  fpread  their  fire  with 
fuch  amazing  rapidity,    that  in  half 
an  hour  two  mortar  batteries  of  ten 
thirteen-inch    mortars,     and    three 
batteries    of  fix  guns  each,  v/iih  all 
the  lines  of  approach,  communicati- 
on, and  traverfe,  were  in  flames,  and 
M  2  were 
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were  enlircly  reduced  to  aflics.  The 
mortars  and  cannon  were  fpiked, 
and  their  beds,  carriages,  and  plat- 
forms deftroyed.  Their  magazines 
blew  up,  one  after  another,  as  the 
fire  approached  them.  The  afto- 
nifhed  Spaniards,  feeing  all  oppotiti- 
on  to  be  fruitlefs,  offered  no  other 
reliftance  than  an  ill-dire61ed  fire  of 
round  and  gr.ipe-fliot  from  the  forts 
of  St.  Barbara,  St.  Philipe,  and  the 
batteries  on  the  lines,  and  remained 
in  their  camp  fpeclators  of  the  con- 
flagration. The  whole  of  this  brave 
detachment,  which  had  fuftained 
very  little  lofs,  was  in  the  garrifon 
again  by  five  o'clock,  juft  before 
break  of  day.  This  was  a  moll  gal- 
lant exploit,  and  muft  have  impreff- 
ed  the  Spaniards  with  a  ftrong  idea 
of  the  dauntlefs  intrepidity  of  the 
Britidi  Ibldiers  and  feamen. 

On  the  1 2  th  of  December,  Admi- 
ral Kempenfelt,  u'ho  had  under  his 
command  twelve  fail  of  the  line,  and 


fome    frigates,    fell    in,    about    55 
leagues  diilant  from  Ufnant,   with  a 
large  French  f.eet,  confifting  of  nine- 
teen ftip?  of  the  line,  befides  frigates, 
under  the  command  of  M.  de  Gni- 
chen,  who  had  alio  under  his  con- 
voy a  number  of  tranfports,   laden 
with  troops  and  (lores.     As  the  Bri- 
tilh  fleet  was    fo  much   interior  in  . 
force  to  the  French,   admiral  Kem- 
penfelt   did  not  think  it  prudent  to 
hazard  an  airtion  ;    but  he  had  the 
good  fortune  to  take  fourteen  of  the 
French  tranfports,  laden  with  artil- 
lery and  ordnance  llores,  and  which 
had  on  board  1062  foldiers,  and  548 
feamen.      This  was  a  very  impor- 
tant capture  ;  for  as  thefe  tranfports 
were  intended  for    the  Weft  Indies, 
the  feizurc  of  them  was  a  confider- 
able  obllruiSlion  to  the  fchemes   of 
the  French,   and  contributed  to  the 
fecurity   of  the  Britilli  Weil  India, 
iflands. 
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CHAP.       XVil. 

American  Affalts.  A^lon  hetvjecn  the  Brit ijl?  and  French  Fleets  off  the  Capes 
of  Virginia.  Proclamation  {ffued  by  Lord  Cor}i~ivalUsy  after  the  ViBory 
obtained  by  him  o-ver  General  Greene  at  Guildford.  Lieuteuant-colonel 
Simc'^e  defeats  a  large  Body  of  the  Americans.  Jdion  let-xveen  the  BritiJI? 
Troop  under  the  Co?n/nandofLieutenant-colontlStcn.vart,  and  the  Americans 
■under  General  Greene^  near  the  Eata~zv  Spruigs.  Expedition  undertaken  by 
General  Arnold  agau! ft  Nevj  London^  and  the  Devajiation  co7nmittedbyhim 
there.  Figorous  Defence  of  Fort  Grifvold.  Critical  Situation  of  Lord 
Corn-wallis  in  Virginia.  ineffeHual  Atteinpts  to  afford  Affflance  to  that 
Nobleman,  ABio7i  bct-iveen  the  French  Fleet  under  the  Comjnand  of  Count  de 
Graffe^  and  the  Britiff  Fleet  under  the  command  of  Admiral  i^raves^  <ff  ^^^^ 
Che/apeak,  in  corfequence  of  ivhich  the  latter  are  obliged  to  return  to  Nc-iv 
TorL  Lnj-d  Cornivallis,  and  his  ivhole  Army^furreridcr  themfelnjes  PrifoTi- 
ers  ofWar^  by  Capitulation^  to  the  united  Armies  of  America  and  France^ 
tinder  the  Command  of  General  I'fajhington. 


FR  O  M  the  account  ihat  has  al- 
ready been  given  ot  Ibme   of 
the  prinopal  military  operations  ot 
the  prefent  j-ear  in  America,   it  ap- 
pears,   that  though  confiderable  ad- 
vantages   had  been    gained  by   the 
royal  troops,  yet  no  event  had  taken 
place  from  uiiich  it  could  rationally 
be  expeded,    that  the  final  termina- 
tion ot  the  war  would  be  favourable 
to  Gre..t  Britain.     It  was  alfo  a  dif- 
advantageous     circumftance,      that 
there  was  fome  mifunderllanding  be- 
tvvc-en    admiral  Arbuthnot  and  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  and  a  mutual  c'ifap- 
probation   of  each  other's  conduft. 
This  was  manifell:   from   their  dif- 
patches  to  government,  and  efpec!- 
ally  from  thofe  of  General  Clinton, 
whole    expreffions     rcfpedting    the 
conduft  or  the  admiral  were  by  no 
means  equivocal. 

On  the  i(  th  of  March,  1781,  a 
partial  action  happened,  otftheCapes 
of  Virginia,  between  the  fleet  un- 
der admiral  Arbuthnot,  conlilnng  of 
feven  fliips  of  the  line,  and  one 
|ifty-gun  lliip,    and  a  French  iqua- 


dron,  confifting  of  the  fitme  niun- 
ber  of  fliips  of  the  line,  and  one 
forty-gun  fliip.  Some  of  the  (hips 
in  both  fleets  ftoceived  confiderable 
damage  in  the  aftion,  and  the  lofs 
of  the  Englifli  was  30  killed,  and 
73  wounded  ;  but  no  fliip  was  taken 
on  either  fide.  The  Britifli  fleet 
hid,  however,  conliderably  the  ad- 
vantage, as  the  French  were  obliged 
to  retire,  and  were  fuppofed  to  be 
prevented  by  this  aftion  from  car- 
rying troops  upon  the  Chefwpeak, 
in  order  to  attack  general  Arnold, 
and  impede  the  progrefs  of  lord 
Cornwallis.  But  it  was  an  unfortu- 
nate circumfi:ance,  that  fome  time 
before  this  engageme;  t  the  Romu- 
lus, a  fliip  of  forty-four  guns,  was 
captured  by  the  French  otF  the 
Capes  of  Virginia. 

We  have  feen,  in  a  preceding 
chapter,  that  lord  Cornwallis,  after 
his  victory  over  general  Greene,  at 
Guikltord,  proceeded  to  Wilming- 
ton, where  he  arrived  on  the  7th  of 
April.  But  before  he  reached  that 
place,  he  publiflied  a  proclamation, 
M  3  callings 
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calling  upon  all  loyal  fubjefts  to 
ftand  forth,  and  take  an  aftive  part 
in  rellorinu;  good  order  and  govern- 
ment ;  and  declaring  to  all  perfons, 
who  had  engaged  in  the  prel'ent  re- 
bellion againft  his  majeftv's  autho- 
rity, but  who  were  now  convinced 
of  their  error,  and  delirous  of  re- 
turning to  their  duty  and  allegi- 
ance, that  if  they  would  furrender 
themfclves,  with  their  arms  and 
ammunition,  at  head-quarters,  or 
to  the  officer  commanding  in  the 
dillricl  contiguous  -to  their  refpec- 
tlve  places  of  refidence,  on  or  be- 
fore the  2Cth  of  that  month,  they 
would  be  permitted  to  return  to 
their  homes,  upon  giving  a  military 
parole  ;  they  would  be  proteded,  in 
their  perfons  and  properties,  from 
all  forts  of  violence  from  the  Briiifli 
troops  ;  and  would  be  redored,  as 
foon  as  poffible,  to  all  the  privileges 
of  legal  and  conftitutional  govern- 
ment. But  it  dees  not  appear,  that 
any  ronfiderable  number  of  the 
Americans  were  allured  by  thele 
promlfes  to  give  any  evidences  of 
their  attachment  to  the  royal  caufe. 
On  the  2Cth  of  May,  his  lordlhip 
arrived  at  Peterflurgh,  in  Virginia, 
where  he  joined  a  body  of  Britifli 
troops  that  had  been  under  the 
cominand  of  major-general  Philips, 
but  the  command  of  which,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  death  of  that  officer, 
hi.d  devolved  upon  brigadier-general 
Arnold.  Before  this  junclion,  he 
had  encountered  ccniiderable  incon- 
v.niences  from  the  difficulty  of  pro- 
em ing  provinons  a:;d  foiage ;  fo 
that  in  a  letter  to  Sir  Henry  Ciiriton, 
he  informed  him,  that,  his  cavalry 
wanted  every  thing,  and  Kis  in- 
fantry every  thing  but  flioes.  He 
added,  that  he  had  experienced  the 
diftreffes  of  marching  hundreds  of 
ntiles  in  a  cot^ntry  chiefly  hoftile, 
w  ithout  one  attive  or  ufeful  friend, 


without  intelligence,  and  without 
communication  with  any  part  of  the 
country. 

On  the  26th  of  June,  about  fix 
miles  from  Williamfburgh,  lieute- 
nmt-colonel  Simcoe,  and  three 
hundred  and  fifty  of  the  queen's 
rangers, with  eighty  mounted  yagers, 
w^ere  attacked  by  a  much  fuperior 
body  of  the  Americans,  but  whom 
they  repulfed  with  great  gallantry, 
and  with  equal  fuccefs,  making 
four  officers,  and  twenty  private 
men  prifoners.  The  lofs  of  the 
Americans  in  this  action  is  faid  to 
have  been  upwards  of  120,  and 
that  of  the  Britilh  troops  not  more 
than  40. 

On  the  6th  of  July,  an  aftion 
happened,  near  the  Green  Springs 
in  Virginia,  between  a  reconnoitring 
party  of  the  Americans,  under  ge- 
neral Wayne,  amounting  to  about 
eight  hundred,  and  a  large  part  of 
the  Britifli  army  under  lord  Corn- 
wallis,  in  which  the  Am.ericf.ns  had 
127  killed  and  wounded,  and  the 
lofs  of  the  royal  troops  is  fuppofed 
to  have  been  confiderably  greater. 
It  was  an  ai:tion.  in  which  no 
fijiall  degree  of  inilltary  Ikill  and 
courage  was  exhibited  by  the  Ame- 
ricans. In  a  variety  of  fkirmiflies, 
the  marquis  la  Fayette  very  much 
dift-ngulfned  hiinfclf,  and  difplayed 
the  utinoll:  ardour  in  the  American 
cauTc. 

In  South  Carolina,  an  a61ion 
happened,  en  the  9th  of  September, 
near  the  Eataw  Springs,  between  a 
large  body  of  Britifh  troops,  under 
the  command  of  lieutenant-colonel 
Stewart,  and  a  much  fuperior  body 
of  Americans,  faid  to  amount  to 
more  than  4000,  under  the  com- 
mand of  general  Greene.  It  was 
an  obflinate  engagement,  and  laftcd 
near  two  hours ;  but  the  Americans 
were  defeated,  and  iwo  of  their  hx- 
poundcrs 
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pounders  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
EnglUh.  The  lofs,  hovvfever,  of 
the  royal  troops,  was  very  confi- 
dcrablc ;  amounting  ;o  more  than 
400  killed  and  wounded,  and  up- 
wards of  200  miffing. 

Jn  the  courle  of  the  fame  month, 
general  Arnold  was  fent  on  an  ex- 
pedition  againrt  New  London,    in 
Connecticut,  where  he  deftroyed  a 
great  part  of  the  (liipping,  and  an 
immenfe  quantity  of  naval  flores, 
European    manutaclures,    and   Eaif 
and  Weft  India  commodities.     The 
town  itfelf  was  alio  burnt,  which  is 
faid  to  have  been  unavoidable,  on 
account  of  the  explofions   of  great 
quantities    of    gunpowder,     which 
happened  to  be    in  the  ftorehoufes 
that  were  fet  on  fire.     But  the  ne- 
ccffity  of  deftroying  the  town  has 
been  diiputcd  :  it  has  been  repre- 
fented  as  an  a£l  of  wanton  barba- 
rity ;   and  it  has  been  urged  in  fup- 
port  of    this   opinion,    that    there 
could  be  no  real  necellity  for  burn- 
ing   New    London,     becaufe    the 
houfes   of   that    town    were    infu- 
lated,     at    the    diftance    of    three, 
fcHir,    or  five  yards,   one  from  the 
other,    to    prevent    the    ravages  ot 
lire.      A    fort,     of   which    it    w;is 
thought    neceflary   to  gain    polfef- 
(ion    in    this    expedition,    was    not 
taken    without     confiderable     lofs. 
This  was  fort  Grifwold,  which  was 
defended    by    the   Americans    with 
great    gallantry,     and    the    affault 
was  made  by  the  Englilli  with  equal 
bravery.     The    Britifli    troops  en- 
tered the  works  with  fixed  bayonets, 
and  were  oppofed  with  great  vigour 
by  the   garrifon  with  long  fpears. 
After   a  moft  obftinate    defence  of 
near  forty    minutes,     the  afiailants 
gained    poffeffion   of    the   fort,    in 
which  eighty -five  Americans  were 
found    dead,    and    lixty    wounded, 
moil  of  them    mortally.     Of    the 


Britifh  troops,  major  Montgomery 
was  killed,  by  a  fpcar  in  entering 
the  American  works  ;  and  ic^2  mcii 
were  alio  killed  and  wounded  in 
this  expedition. 

Noiwithftanding  the  fignal  ad- 
vantages that  lord  Cornwallis  had 
obtained  over  the  Americans^  his 
fituation  in  Virginia  began,  by  de- 
grees, to  be  very  critical ;  and  the 
rather,  becaufc  he  did  not  rcceive\ 
thofe  reinforcements  and  fupplies 
from  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  of  which 
he  had  formed  expectations,  and 
which  he  conceived  to  be  necelTary 
to  the  fuccefs  of  his  operations. 
Indeed,  the  commander  in  chief 
was  prevented  from  lending  thofe 
reinforcements  to  lord  Cormvallis, 
which  he  othervvife  might  *  have 
done,  by  his  tears  refpefling  New 
York,  againft  which  he  entertained 
great  apprehenfions  that  general 
Wafhington  intended  to  make  a  very 
formidable  attack.  In  fadt,  that 
able  American  general  appears  to 
have  taken  much  pains,  and  to  have 
employed  great  art,  in  order  to  lead 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  entertain  this 
imagination.  Letters  were  written, 
exprelfive  of  this  intention,  which 
tell  into  the  hands  of  Sir  Henry, 
which  were  manifelUy  written  with 
a  deiign  that  they  fliould  be  inter- 
cepted, and  only  with  a  view'  to 
amufe  and  deceive  the  Britidi  gene- 
ral. The  project  was  fuccelsful ; 
and  by  a  variety  ot  judicious  mili- 
tary manoeuvres,  in  which  he  com- 
pletely out-gencralled  the  Britilli 
commander,  he  increafed  his  appre- 
henfions about  New  York,  and  pre- 
vented him  from  fending  proper  af- 
fiftance  to  lord  Coi  nwallis.  Having 
tor  a  confiderable  time  kept  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  in  perpetual  alarm 
in  New  York,  though  with  an  army 
much  inferior  to  the  garrifon  of 
that  city,  general  Wafiiington  fud-' 
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denly  quilted  his  cninp  at  AVhite 
riains,  crollcd  the  Delaware,  imd 
inarched  towards  Virginia,  appa- 
rently with  a  delign  to  attack  lord 
CormviiUis.  Sir  Henry  dinton 
then  received  information,  that  the 
count  de  Graffe,  with  a  large 
French  fleet,  was  expected  every 
moment  in  the  Chefapeak.  in  order 
to  co-operate  with  general  Wash- 
ington. He  immediately  endea- 
voured, both  by  land  and  water, 
toGommunicate  this  information  to 
lord  Cornwallis  ;  and  alfo  fent  him 
afiurances,  that  he  would  either  re- 
inforce him  by  every  poffible  means 
in  his  pov/er,  or  make  the  bell  di- 
vcriion  he  could  in  his  favour.  In 
the  mean  time,  lord  Cornwallis  had 
taken  pofleliion  ot  the  ports  of  York 
town  and  Glouceller,  in  Virginia, 
where  he  fortified  himfelf  in  the 
beft  manner  he  was  able. 

On  the  28th  of  Auguft,  Sir 
Samuel  Hood,  with  a  fquadron 
from  the  Weft  Indies,  joined  the 
fquadron  under  the  command  of 
admiral  Graves  before  New  York, 
it  was  then  necefi'ary,,  on  account  of 
the  fituation  of  lord  Cornwallis, 
that  they  fliould  immediately  pro- 
ceed to  tlie  Chcfapeak  ;  but  fomc 
time  aj^pears  to  have  been  needlefsly 
loll,  though  admiral  Hood  was  cx- 
trrmelv  anxious  that  no  delay 
jrj-iight  be  made.  They  arrived, 
however,  in  the  Chefapcak,  on  the 
^i\\  of  September,  with  nineteen 
fiiips  of  the  line  ;  where  they  found 
the  count  de  Graffe,  who  had  an- 
chored in  that  bay,  on  the  30th  of 
Au<j;uft,  with  twenty-tour  fhips  of 
the  line.  The  French  admiral  had 
prcviouily  landed  a  large  body  ol 
Troop?,  which  had  been  brought 
from  Ivhode  Ifiand,  and  who  im- 
mediately marched  to  join  the  Ame- 
rican army  under  general  Wafliing- 
tv;n.     The  Britilh  aiid  French  fleets 


came  to  an  aLli..n  on  the  fame  day 
in  which  the  former  arrived,  in  the 
Chciapcak  :  on  board  the  Britlilj 
fleet  90  v/ere  killed,  and  246 
wounded  ;  feme  of  the-  Ihijjs  were 
greatly  damaged  in  the  engagement;, 
and  the  Terrible,  a  feventy-foui* 
gun  Ihip,  was  fo  much  fhattered, 
that  it  was  afterwards  found  necef- 
fary  to  fet  fire  to  it.  i  hat  this  ac- 
tion had  not  been  lavourable  to  the 
Englifii,  was  manifeft  from  the 
event  :  the  fleets  continued  in  fight 
of  each  other  for  five  days  fuccef- 
fively,  and  iometimes  were  very 
near  j  but  at  length  the  French 
fleet  all  anchored  within  the  Cape, 
fo  as  to  block  up  the  paflagc.  Ad- 
miral Graves,  who  was  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  then  called  a 
council  of  war,  in  which  it  was  re- 
i'olvcd,  that  the  fleet  fhould  proceed 
to  New  York,  that  the  fiiips  might 
be  there  put  into  the  belt  Azte  for 
the  I'ervice  :  and  thus  were  the 
French  left  mafters  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Chefapeak. 

Before  the  news  of  this  action 
had  reached  New  York,  a  council 
of  war  was  held  there,  in  which  it 
was  refolved,  that  5000  men  (liovild 
be  embarked  on  board  the  king's 
fliips,  in  order  to  proceed  to  the  af- 
fiibnce  of  lord  Cornwallis.  But 
when  it  was  known,  that  the  French 
were  abiolute  mailers  of  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Chefapeak,  it  was 
thought  inexpedient  to  fend  oft  that 
reinforcement  immediately.  In  an- 
other council  of  war,  it  was  re- 
folved, that  as  lord  Cornwallis  had 
provilions  to  lafl  him  till  the  end  of 
October,  it  was  advifeable  to  wait 
for  inore  favoui\able  accounts  from 
admiral  Graves,  or  for  the  arrival 
of  admiral  Digby,  who  was  ex- 
pe6ted  with  three  ihips  of  the  line. 
It  was  not  then  known  at  New- 
York,  that  admiral  Graves  bad  dc- 
tcrmiried 
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terniined  to  return  with  the  whole 
fleet  to  that  port. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  mort  effec- 
tual mcafures  were  adopted  by  gene- 
ral Wa{hing:on  tor  iurrounduig  the 
Bririlh  army  under  lord  Lornwaliis. 
A  large  body  ot"  French  troops, 
under  the  command  of  lieuter.ant- 
general  the  count  de  Rochambeau, 
with  a  very  confiderable  train  of  ar- 
tillery, aiiilled  in  the  enterprise. 
The  Americans  amoLinted  to  near 
eight  thoufand  continenta's,  and 
five  thoufand  militia.  General 
Wafliington  was  inverted  with  the 
authority  of  commander  in  chief  of 
thefe  combined  forces  of  America 
and  France.  On  the  ::gth  of  Sep- 
tember, the  inveftment  of  Yoik 
Town  was  complete,  and  the  Britifli 
army  quite  blocked  up.  The  day 
following,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  wrote 
a  letter  to  lord  Cornwallis,  contain- 
ing; alTurances  that  he  would  do 
every  thing  in  his  power  to  relieve 
him,  and  fome  information  con- 
cerning the  fteps  that  would  be 
taken  for  that  purpofe.  A  dupli- 
cate of  this  letter  was  fent  to  his 
lovdfliip,  by  major  Cochran,  on  the 
3d  of  Odober.  That  gentlemaii, 
who  was  a  very  gallant  officer,  went 
in  a  veifel  to  the  Capes,  and  made 
his  way  to  lord  Cornwallis,  through 
the  whole  French  fleet,  in  an  open 
boat.  He  got  to  York  Town  on  the 
loth  of  the  month  ;  and  foon  after 
his  arrival  had  his  head  carried  off 
by  a  cannon  ball. 

After  the  return  of  admiral  Graves 
to  New  York,  a  council  of  war  vyas 
held,  confifling  of  flag  and  general 
«tficers,  in  which  it  was  refolved, 
that  a  large  body  of  troops  fhould  be 
embarked  on  board  the  king's  (hips, 
as  foon  as  they  were  refitted,  and 
that  the  exertions  of  both  fleet  and 
army  fhould  be  made,  in  order  to 


form  ajunflion  with  lord  Cornwallis. 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  himfelf  embark- 
ed on  board  the  fleet,  with  upwards 
of  7000  troops,  on  the  i8th  ;  they 
arrived  off  cape  Charles,  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  Chafapeak,  on  the 
24th,  where  they  "received  intelli- 
gence, that  lord  .Cornwallis  had 
been  obliged  to  capitulate  five  days 
belore. 

It  w^as  on  the  19th  of  Odober, 
th;n  lord  Cornwallis  furrendered 
himfelf,  and  his  whole  army,  by 
capitulation,  prifoners  to  the  com- 
bined armies  of  America  and  France, 
under  the  command  of  general 
Wafliington.  He  made  a  defence 
fuitable  to  the  character  he  had  be- 
fore acquired,  tor  courage  and  mi- 
litary Ikill ;  but  was  compelled  to 
fubmit  .to  fuperior  numbers.  It 
was  agreed  by  the  articles  of  capitu- 
lation, that  the  Britifli  troops  were 
to  be  prifoners  to  the  United  States 
of  America,  and  the  feamen  to  the 
French  king,  to  whole  officers  alfo 
the  Britifli  vefiels  found  at  York 
I'own  and  Gloucelter  were  to  be  de- 
livered up.  The  Britilii  prifoners 
amounted  to  more  than  fix  thoufand  ; 
but  many  of  them,  at  the  time  ot 
furrevider,  were  inc.ipable  of  duty. 
A  confiderable  number  of  cannon, 
and  a  large  quantity  of  military 
flores,  fell,  into  the  hands  of  the 
Americans  on  this  occafion.  Two 
days  after  the  capitulation  took 
place,  divine  fervice  was  perlbrmed. 
in  all  the  different  brigades  and  di- 
vi lions  of  the  American  army,  in  or- 
der to  return  thanks  to  the  Almightjr 
for  this  great  event ;  and  it  was  re- 
commended by  general  Wafliington, 
to  all  the  troops  that  were  not  upon 
duty,  in  his  general  orders,  that 
they  would  affift  at  divine  fervice 
"  with  a  ferious  deportment,  and 
with  that  fenflbility  of  heart,;  which 
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the  recolleflion  of  the  furprifin^ 
and  particular  intcrpofitioii  ot  Pro- 
vidence in  their  favour  claimed." 

On  the  2qth  of  the  lame  month, 
7t  was  rcfolved  by  the  congrefs,  that 
their  thanks  flir/ia  "  be  prelcnted 
to  his  excellency'  general  Wathing- 
ton,  for  the  eminent  fcrvices  which 
lie  had  rendered  to  the  United  States, 
and  particularly  for  the  well  con- 
certed plan  againfl:  the  Britifh  garri- 
fons  in  York  and  Gloucefter  ;  for 
the  vigour,  attention,  and  military 
ikill,  w-ith  which  the  plan  was  exe- 
cuted ;  and  for  the  wifdom  and  pru- 
dence manlfcfted  in  the  capitula- 
tion." It  was  alfo  rcfolved,  "  That 
the  thanks  of  the  United  States  in 
con^^rcfs  affembled,  be  prefented  to 
his  excellency  the  count  de  Rocham- 
beau,  for  the  cordiality,  zeal,  judg- 
ment, and  fortitude,  with  which  he 
feconded  and  advanccd.the  progrefs 
of  the  allied  army  again  ft  the  Brir- 
iili  garrifon  in  York  :"  and  likcwife, 
*'  that  their  thanks  be  prefented  to 
bis  excellency  count  de  Grafie,  for 
his  difplay  of  Ikill  and  bravery  in 
attacking  and  defeating  the  Britiih 
fleet  off  the  bay  of  Chefapeak  ;  and 
Jor  his  zeal  and  alacrity  in  render- 
ing, with  the  fleet  under  his  com- 
mand, the  moft  effeftual  and  diftin- 
wuilhed  aid  and  fupport  to  the 
operations  of  the  allied  army  in 
Virginia. 

Addreffes  of  congratulation  on 
this  event,  were  alfo  prefented  to 
ceneral  Wafliington  from  different 
public  bodies  in  America  ;  and  in 
an  addrefs  to  him,  from  the  prefi- 
dent  and  fupreme  executive  council 
of  the  province  of  Penfylvania,  is 
the  following  paffage  :  "  Our  cor- 
dial acknowledgments  are  ever  due 
TO  your  excellency,  for  the  great 
and   difinterefted  fervice  you  have 


rendered  our  common  country  ; 
but  on  this  occahon  we  approach 
you  with  peculiar  plcafure,  and 
can  only  regret,  that  the  com- 
mon language  of  congratulation 
will  too  imperfedly  convey  our 
grateful  fenfe  of  the  late  eminent 
difplay  of  your  military  virtues, 
in  the  capture  of  a  Britifli  general 
and  his  whole  army.  We  are  at  a 
lofs  which  moft  to  admire,  the  wif- 
dom of  the  plan,  or  the  flcill  and 
gallantry  of  the  execution  ;  and  are 
too  fenfible  of  the  important  confe- 
quences  refulting  therefrom,  to  wifh 
to  reftrain  the  effufions  of  gratitude 
to  your  excellency,  to  our  brave  and 
generous  allies,  and  our  gallant  coun- 
trymen, thus  led  by  their  beloved 
general  to  victory  and  glory." 

No  event  of  the  pre  lent  war  con- 
tributed fo  mnch  to  produce  in  men's 
minds  a  conviction,  that  the  Ameri- 
can colonies  could  not  be  conquered 
by  the  arms  of  Great  Britain,  as  the 
furrender  of  lord  Cornwallis's  army. 
It  was  an  event  which  carried  a  kind 
of  irrefiftible  conviction  with  it, 
even  to  thofe  who  wei'c  the  lealt  in- 
clined to  the  admiftion  of  fo  humili- 
ating a  truth.  When  it  was  feen, 
that  the  moft  diftinguiftied  and  fuc- 
cefsful  general  that  had  engaged 
in  the  roval  caufe,  was  obliged  to 
furrender  himfelfand  his  whole  army 
prifoncrs  of  war,  the  generality, 
even  of  thole  who  had  been  the 
moft  earneft  for  the  fubjugation 
of  America,  began  now  to  be  con- 
vinced, that  it  was  totally  imprac- 
ticable. But  thofe,  who  had  a  fin- 
cere  regard  for  the  honour  and  in- 
tcrefts  of  Great  Britain,  could  not 
refleift,  but  with  the  utmoft  regret, 
that  nearly  one  hundred  millions  of 
money  fliould  have  been  expended, 
and  fo  many  thoufand  valuable  lives 

loft. 
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loft    in  this  unhappy  conteft ;  In  a  a  great  degree  of  national  diflionour; 

contell,  which  had  produced  nothing  and  which  had  afforded  too  much 

but  the  lofs  of  our  American  colo-  ground    for  the   triumph   and   ex- 

nies,  an  accumulation  of  the  public  ultation  of  our  moft  inveterate  cne- 

debt,  an  enormous  load  of  taxes,  and  mies. 
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JANUARY. 

I-   'Tf^  H  I  S   day,    there   was    a 
X.     great  court  at  St.  James's, 
and  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince 
of  Wales   having   had    a    leparate 
ellablifliment     afligned     hiai,     he 
made  his  public  appearance  attend- 
ed by  the   lords  and  gentlemen  of 
his  bed-chamber,  his  equerries,  and 
other  gentlemen  of  his   fuite.     Pie 
received    the    compliments   of  the 
foreign  miniflers  and  of  the  nobili- 
ty   on    the    occafion.      The    poet- 
laureat's    ode     was    performed    as 
ulual.     The  king  and  queen  were 
both  very  fplendidly  drefied ;   and 
her    maje/ty    were    a    fmall   crown 
beautifully  fet  with  brilliants. 
Whitehall,  Jan.  z. 
Cupv  of  a  Letter  /ro?n    nyoy-ifeneral 
Dal.t'sg,  go'verncr  of  the  Ijiand  of 
'[arnaica   to   lorJ    George  (Jermain, 
one  cf  his   majefif  s  principal  jecrc- 
tarics  of  fate,   nceived  by  his  ?na- 
jfffifiip  Alen^   Ccipr.   Vajhon. 

Jamaica^  Qci.  20,    17 Bo. 
My  Lord, 
I  am  forry  to   be   under  the  dif- 
agreeable    neceffity    of    informing 
yoar   lordlTiip  of  one  of  the   molt 
dreadful  calamities   that   has  hap- 
pened   to    this   colony,   within  the 
piemory  of  the  oldell'inhabiuat. 
1781. 


On  Monday  the  2d  inft.  the 
weather  being  Very  clofe,  the  flcy 
on  a  fudden  became  very  much 
overcaft,  and  an  uncommon  eleva- 
tion of  the  fea  immediately  follow- 
ed. Whilft  the  unhappy  lettlers  at 
Savannah  la  Mar  were  obfervin"- 
this  extraordinary  phenomenon,  the 
fea  broke  fudden ly  in  upon  ths 
town,  and  in  its  retreat  fvvept  every 
thing  away  with  it,  fo  as  not  to 
leave  the  fmalleil  vellige  of  man, 
beait,  or  houfe  behind.  This  mofl 
dreadful  cacailrophe  was  fucceed- 
ed  by  the  moil  terrible  hurricane 
that  ever  was  felt  in  this  cou-ntry, 
with  repeated  Ihocks  of  an  earth- 
quake, which  has  almoll  totally 
demolillied  every  building  in  the 
parilhcs  of  VVellmoreland,  Han- 
over, part  of  St.  James's,  and  fome 
part  of  Elizabeth's,  and  killed 
numbers  of  the  v/hite  inhabitants 
as  well  as  of  the  negroe^-.  The 
miferable  inhabitants  are  in  a  true- 
ly  wretched  lituation,  not  a  houfe 
ftanding  to  Ihelter  them  from  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather,  nor 
cioaths  to  cover  them,  every  thing 
being  loft  in  the  general  wreck, 
and,  what  is  ftill  more  dreadful,  fa- 
mine ftaring  them  full  in  the  face. 

To  obviate  in   fome  degree  the 

ccnfequence  of  this  molt  dreadful 

(A  2)  calamity. 
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calamity,  I  have  called  a  meeting 
of  the  Kingfton  merchants,  who 
have  generouily  fent  down  to  the 
unhappy  fufrerers  io,oool.  value  in 
diileieiu  kinds  of  provifions,  cloth- 
ing, occ.  which  will  be  a  tempo- 
rary relief,  until  their  diftrcfTes  can 
be  more  effedually  relieved,  either 
from  home,  or  from  America,  whi- 
ther I  am  fending  feme  veflels  in 
que  ft  of  rice,  or  fuch  other  pro- 
vifjons  as  can  be  procured.  In  the 
f  arilh  of  Wefimoreland,  the  da- 
mage, by  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, appointed  to  take  into  con- 
fideration  the  amount  of  their  Icfles, 
^mounts  to  950,0001.  this  currency  : 
in  that  of  Hanover,  one-fourth  of 
the  abfolute  property  is  loit  for  ever  : 
in  that  of  St.  James'?,  the  ravage, 
though  very  great,  yet  has  not  been 
io  fatal  as  in  the  other  two.  In 
ihort,  my  lord,  the  devaflation  is 
immenfe. 

J  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  DALLING. 
^xtra£i  of  a  Letter  from   the  inhabi- 
tants cf  Sa'vannah  la   Mar,  to  go- 
•vc'  rcr   Dal/ivgj  Jated  OScber  8, 
1780. 

Sir, 
The  remaining  diftrefied  inhabi- 
tants of  the  place  where  Savannah 
]a  Mar  once  liood,  beg  leave  to  ac- 
quaint your  excellency  of  a  moft 
dreadful  calamity  which  befel  that 
unfprtr.nate  town,  on  Tuefday  the 
3d  inllant.  Ti»e  weather  had  ap- 
peared •  very  indifferent  for  fome 
days  before  ;  but  that  morning  the 
wind  became  more  violent  than 
ufual,  with  a  moft  terrible  fwell  of 
the  fea,  which,  by  afternoon,  in- 
creal'ed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  it 
has  not  left  the  wreck  of  fix  houfes 
on  both  the  bay  and  Savannah,  and 
rot  lefs  than  300  people  of  all  co- 
lours vverc  drowned,  or  buried  in 
;he  r'^ins  ;  lutu  terrible  tiavock  was 


never  feen  in  the  memory  of  the 
oldeft  perfon  here,  nor  can  words, 
or  writing,  convey  an  idea  fuitable 
to  the  difmal  fcene. 

Our  accounts  from  the  country, 
and  alfo  from  Hanover,  are  equally 
melancholy  ;  fcarcely  a  houfe  land- 
ing on  any  eftate,  and  all  the  pro^ 
vihons  dellroyed. 

What  alarms  us  mpft,  at  prefent, 
is  the  dread  of  famine,  which  ftares 
us  in  the  face  :  and  if  we  have  not 
fome  fpeedy  relief  of  bread  kind, 
the  few  who  have  furvived  that  un- 
fortunate day,  will  moft  probably 
fall  vidtims  to  the  more  miferable 
fate  of  perifhing  with  hunger.  In 
this  diftrefs  we  muft  look  to  the 
town  of  Kingfton  for  relief  :  their 
humanity,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will 
not  fuifer  us  to  perifh  for  want,  or 
take  any  advantage  of  our  mifery 
and  wretchednefs,  which,  God 
knows,  is  almoft  as  great  as  can 
be,  feeing  the  calamity  has  been 
fo  general,  that  no  one  can  help 
his  neighbour  ;  neither  have  many 
of  us  ihelter  for  our  heads  from 
the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  or 
cloaths  to  cover  us  :  even  fire, 
dreadful  as  it  is,  is  nothing  to  what 
we  have  fo  lately  experienced. 

As  a  fpccimen  of  the  deftrudlion 
of  the  inhabitants,  we  mention  that 
of  Dr.  King's  houfe,  in  which  were 
10  whites  and  a^out  40  negroes, 
and  not  a  fingle  perfon  out  of  the 
whole  has  efcaped  drowning.  The 
fca  flowed  up  half  a  mile  beyond 
its  ufual  bounds,  even  to  the  height 
of  ten  teet. 

Copy  of  a  L'iter  frcm  mnjo' -general 
Vaughan^  ioinmatji^er  in  chitf  cf  kis 
Tna}'J}y's  forces  in  the  LeeiinrJ- 
jfliino's^  to  i'jrriGiorgc  GfTmain,daltd 
Barhadoes,  OB.  30,    1 7 80. 

My  Lou  D, 
I   am  m.uch  concerned  to  inform 
your  lordfliip,  that   this  iffand  was 

alir.pi^ 
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almoft  entirely  deftroyed  by  a  moft 
Violent  hurricane,  which  began  on 
Tuefday  the   loth  inll.  and  conti- 
nued almoft  without  intermiflion  for 
near  forty-eight  hours  :  it  is  im- 
poflible  for    me    to  attempt  a  de- 
fcription  of  the  ftorm  ;    fuffice  it  to 
fay,  that  few  families  have  efcaped 
the  general  ruin,  and  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  ten  houfes  are  faved  in 
the  whole  ifland  ;  fcarcely  a  houfe 
is  ftanding  in  Bridge-Town  ;  whole 
families  were  buried  in  the  ruins 
of  their  habitations,  and  many, in  at- 
tempting to  efcape,  were  maimed 
and  difabled  ;  a  general  convulfiort 
of  nature  feemed    to    take  place, 
and  an  univerfal  deftruftion  enfuedt 
The    ftrongeft    colours    could    not 
paint  to  your  lordfhip  the  miferies 
of   the   inhabitants  ;    on    the   one 
hand,  the  ground  covered  with  the 
mangled  bodies  of  their  friends  and 
relations  ;   and  on  the  other,  reput- 
able families,    wandering  through 
the   ruins,    feeking  for   food    and 
fhelter  :  in  fnort,  imagination  can 
form  but  a  faint  idea  of  the  hor- 
rors of  this  dreadful  fcene. 

Every  plantation  and  buildings 
great  and  fmall,  are  thrown  to  the 
ground  ;  the  cattle  and  ftock  be- 
longing to  them  are  almoft  all  de- 
Uroyed  ;  the  produce  of  the  earth 
torn  up  by  the  roots,  and  not  a 
trace  left  behind  ;  fo  that  there  is 
but  too  much  reafon  to  fear  that  a 
famine  muft  inevitably  enfue,  un- 
lefs  fome  efFeftual  means  are  ufed 
to  prevent  it. 

Fortunately  the  ftores  and  pro- 
vifions  belonging  to  the  army  and 
navy  (the  latter  of  which  are  very 
confiderable)  have  been  with  great 
difficulty  nearly  all  faved,  although 
the  whole  was  a  continued  fcene  of 
rapine  and  confufion,  and  the  ne- 
groes (v/ho  are  exceedingly  numer- 
ous in  this  ifland)  inftead  of  at- 
tempting to  (uve  the  eifefts  of  the 


unhappy  fufferers,  were  plundering 
in  every  part  of  the  town. 

I  muft  beg  leave  to  refer  your 
lordfhip  to  his  eo:ce!lency  the  go- 
vernor's letter  for  a  more  minute 
defcription  of  this  dcftru£live  tem- 
peft  ;  and  I  am  confident  your  lord- 
fhip muft  fenfibly  feel  for  the  mi- 
ferable  calamities  that  have  befal- 
len the  inhabitants  of  this  ruined 
country. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sec. 

J.  VAUGHANi 

ExtraH  of  a  Letter  frofn  major-gene- 
ral Cunningham,  governor  of  the 
ifland  of  BarbaJors,  to  lord  George 
Germain,  dated Barhadoes,  Ocl.  20 j 
!78o. 

The  inclofed  journal,  which  I 
have  the  honour  to  fend  your  lord- 
fhip, will,  in  feeble  colours,  pre- 
fent  to  your  view  the  almoft  total 
deftruflion  of  this  once  beautiful 
ifland,  which  rrlany  years  cannot 
repair;  and  I  much  fear  that  the; 
prefent  proprietors  of  the  foil  will 
be  unable  to  ereft  buildings,  fc« 
deeply  are  they  indebted  to  the  En- 
glifh  merchants,  unlefs  from  great 
indulgence. 

The  chief  employment  now  go- 
ing on  is  to  fecure  covering  for 
their  negroes  and  inhabitants,  and 
planting  provifions  ;  and  here  I 
muft  recall  your  lordihip's  particu^ 
lar  attention  to  the  fpeedy  fupply- 
ing  this  iiland  with  provifions  froiri 
England  and  Ireland,  which  they 
have  no  doubt  but  the  bounty  and 
generofity  of  the  beft  of  kings  will 
amply  provide  ;  otherwife  they  will 
run  a  rifque  of  ftarving. 

The  firft  objed  of  my  attention 
was  to  fend  fpeedy  notice  to  com- 
modore Hotham  of  our  difafter,  that 
he  might  furaifh  a  frigate  to  go  to 
England  ;  and  I  have  alfo  written 
circular  letters  to  the  governors  iri 
North  America,- to  encourage  liim- 
(A  3)  ber 


(6) 


p  R  r 


C    I    P     A    L 


[Jahuary, 


ber  and  provlfions  to  be  fent  out  to  the  building,  imagining,  from  the 

us.  prodigious    llrength    of  the    walls. 

It     is     fortunate     that    general  they    being    three    feet   thick,  and 

Vaughau  refided  in  this  illand.    His  fiom   its    circular    form,    it  would 

authority,  joined  to  the  activity  of  have  withftood   the  wind's   utmoft 

the  officers    and    troops  under  his  rage:  however,  by  half  after  eleven 

command,    contributed  greatly'  to  o^clock,    they  were  obliged  to  re- 

preferve  order  in  the  town,  and  pre-  treat  to  the  cellar,  the  wind  hav- 

vent  rapine  and  plunder  from  the  ing  forced  its  way  into  every  part, 

prifoners  and  negroes.  and  torn  off"  moil  of  the  roof.  From 

The  Spaniards,  under  the  direc-  this  afylum  they  were  foon  driven 

tion  of  Don  Pedro  St.  Jago,  cap-  out  ;   the  water    being   flopped  in 

tain   in   the  Regiment  of  Arragon,  its  paffage,   and  having  found  itfelf 

conducted     themfelves    more    like  a  courfe  into  the  cellar,   they  knew 


not  where  to  go  ;  the  water  rofe 
four  feet,  and  the  ruins  were  fall- 
ing from  all  quarters.  To  conti- 
nue in  the  cellar,  v/as  impoffibie  ; 


friends  than  enemies  ;  I  therefore 
mean  to  fliow  them  every  indul- 
gence in  my  power. 

I  have  the  fatisfaGicn  of  inform- 
ing your  lordlhip,  that  the  records  to  return  to  the  houfe  equally  fo  ; 
of  the  illand  are  preferved.  the   only  chance   left  was  making 
Copy  of  a  Journal  of  tvhat  paffed  at  for  the  fields,  which   at   that  time^ 
Barb'idocs  from  the  (^tb  of  Oiiober  appeared  equally  dangerous :  it  was 
■until  the  ib)th,  however  attempted,  and  the  family 
The  evening  preceding  the  hur-  were  fo  fortunate  as  to  get  to  the 
ricane,  the  9th  of  Oftobrr,  was  re-  ruins  of  the  foundation  of  the  flag- 
markably  calm,  but  the  fcy  furprif-  ilaff",  which  foon  after  giving  way, 
ingly  rzA   and    fiery  ;     during  the  every  one  endeavoured  to  find  a  re- 
night  much  rain  fell.  On  the  morn-  treat  for  himfelf;  the  governor,  and 
ing  of    the    icth,     much  rain  and  the  few  who  rem.ained,  were  thrown 
wind  from  N-»  W.     Ey  ten  o'clock  down,  and  it  was  with  great  dif- 
it   increafed  very  much  ;  by   one,  ncuiry  they  gained  a  cannon,   un- 
the  ihips  in  the  bay  drove  ;  by  four  der  the  carriage  of  which  they  took 
o'clock,  the  Albemarle  frigate  (the  fhelter  :    their   ficuation   here    was 
only  man  of  war  then  here)  parted  highly  depjorable,  many  of  thecan- 
her  anchors  and  went  to  Tea,  as  did  non  were  moved,  and  they  had  rea- 
all  the  other  vefi'els,    about  2c   in  fon  to  fear  that  under  which  they 
number.   Soon  after,  by  fix  o'clock,  fat  might  be  difmounted,  and  crufli 
the  v/ind  had  torn  up  and  blown  them  by  its  fall,  or  that  fome  ef 
down  many  trees,   and  foreboded  a  the    ruins   that  were   flying  about 
mofc  violent  tempell.     At  the  go-  would  put  an  end  to  their  exifience  ; 
vernment-houfe    every    precaution     and,  to  render  the  fcene  Hill  more 
was  taken  to  guard    againil    what     dreadful,  they   had-  much   to   fear 
might  happen  ;   the  doors  and  win-     from   the   powder   magazine,  near 
dows   were   barricaded   up,    but  it     which  they  were ;   the  armoury  was 
availed  little,     ^y  ten  o'clock  the     level  with    the    ground  ;    and  the 
wind  forced  itfelf  a  pafiage  through     arms,  &;c.  fcattered  about.  Anxiouf- 
the  houfe  from    the  N.  N.  W.  and     ly  did  they  wait  the  break  of  day, 
the  tenipefl    increafing    every  mi-     flattering  themfelves,  that  with  the 
Bute, the  family  took  to  the  centre  of    light  ihey  fliould  iee  a  ceffution  of 
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the  ftorm  ;  yet  when  it  appeared, 
little  was  the  tempeft  abated,  and 
the  day  f^-rved  but  to  exhibit  the 
innfl:  melancholy  prcfpcft  imagin- 
able ;  nothing  can  compare  with 
the  terrible  devaluation  that  pre- 
fentcd  itfeU"  on  all  fides  ;  not  a 
building  Handing  ;  the  trees,  if  not 
torn  up  by  their  roots,  deprived  of 
their  leaves  and  branches  ;  and  the 
moft  luxuriant  fpring  changed  in 
this  one  night  to  the  dreariell  win- 
ter. In  vain  was  it  to  look  round 
for  flielter  ;  houfes,  that  from  their 
fituation  it  was  to  have  been  ima- 
gined would  have  been  in  a  degree 
protefted,  were  all  flat  with  the 
earth,  and  the  miferable  owners,  if 
they  were  fo  fortunate  as  to  efcape 
with  their  lives,  were  left  without 
a  covering  for  themfelves  and  fa- 
mily. 

General  Vaughan  was  early  o- 
bliged  to  evacuate  his  houfe  ;  in 
efcaping  he  was  very  much  bruiied  ; 
his  iecretary  was  fo  unfortunate  as 
to  break  his  thigh.  Nothing  has 
ever  happened  that  has  caufed  fuch 
univerfai  defolation.  No  one  houfe 
in  the  ifland  is  exempt  from  danger. 
Very  few  buildings  are  left  Hand- 
ing on  the  eftates.  The  depopula- 
tion of  the  Negroes,  and  cattle, par- 
ticularly of  the  liorned  kind,  is  very 
great,  which  muft,  more  efpecially 
in  thefc  times,  be  a  caufe  of  great 
diftrefs  to  the  planters.  It  is  as  yet 
impoflible  to  make  any  accurate 
calculation  of  the  number  of  fouls 
who  have  periihed  in  this  dreadful 
calamity  :  Whites  and  Blacks  to- 
gether it  is  Imagined,  to  exceed 
fome  thoufands,  but  fortunately  few 
people  of  confequence  are  among 
the  num.ber.  Many  were  buried  in 
the  ruins  of  the  houfes  and  build- 
ings. Many  fell  vldims  to  the  vio- 
lence of  the  ftorm  and  inclemency 
•f  the  weather,  and  great  numbers 


were  diiven  into  the  fea  and  there 
perifhed.  The  troops  have  fufFered 
inconfiderably,  though  both  the  bar- 
racks and  hofpital  were  early  blown 
down.  Alarming  confequences  were 
dreaded  from  the  number  of  dead 
bodies  that  lay  unintcrred,  and  from 
the  quaniity  the  feathrew  up,  which 
however  are  happily  fubfided.  What 
few  public  buildings  there  .vere,  are 
fallen  in  the  general  wreck  ;  the 
fortifications  have  fuffered  verycon- 
fiderably.  The  buildings  were  all 
deraolifhed  ;  for  fo  violent  was  the 
florm  here,  when  afTilled  by  the  fea, 
that  a  twelve-pounder  gun  was  car- 
ried from  the  fouth  to  the  north 
battery,  a  dillance  of  140  yards. 
The  lofs  to  this  country  is  im- 
menfe  ;  many  years  will  be  requir- 
ed to  retrieve  it. 

AdmirrJjy-Office,  Jan,  2,    1 78  I. 

Lieutenant  Maffervey,  of  his  ma- 
jefty's  fliip  Alert,  arrived  at  this 
office  laft  night  with  difpatches  from 
vice-admiral  Sir  Peter  Parker,  com- 
mander in  chief  of  his  niajefty's 
Ihips  and  veflels  at  Jamaica,  to  Mr. 
Stephens,  dated  the  6th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1780,  of  v/hich  the  following 
is  an  extraiSl  : 

It  is  with  much  concern  that  I 
give  the  following  detail  of  the  dif- 
aii:er  which  has  befallen  fome  of  the 
Hiips  and  vefTels  on  this  ftation,  in 
the  late  hurricanes.  The  4th  of 
lall:  month,  at  half  paft  five  in  the 
morning,  his  majeity's  fliip  the  Phoe- 
nix was  wrecked  on  the  ifiand  of 
Cuba,  about  three  leagues  to  the 
eaftward  of  Cape  Cruz,  in  a  mod 
dreadful  hurricane,  and  according 
to  Sir  Hyde  Parker's  reprefenta- 
tion,  if  fhe  had  not  been  driven  on 
fhore  file  mull  foon  have  foundered  j 
all  the  ihip's  company  were  faved 
except  twenty,  molt  of  whom  were 
loft  v/ith  the  main-maft,  and  vvaflied 
overboard.  Sir  Kyde  Parker  dif- 
(A  4)  patched 
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patched  his  firft  lieutenant,  Mr. 
Archer,  in  one  of  the  fliip's  boats, 
to  Montego  Bay  for  afliftance,  and 
by  the  nth,  all  that  remained  of 
the  fhip's  crew,  to  the  number  of 
240,  were  embarked  on  board  his 
majelly's  floop  Porcupine,  and  three 
Ihallops,  and  arrived  fafe  in  Mon- 
tego bay  the  15th  inftant. 

The  Pomona  arrived  the  24th, 
with  her  bowfprit  and  fore-mall 
fprung,  and  mizen-mail  gone  ;  and 
on  the  26th  rear-admiral  Rowley 
arrived  in  the  Grafton,  with  the 
following  Ihips,  from  convoying  the 
trade  part  of  their  way  to  Europe, 
viz.  Heftor,  Trident,  and  Ruby, 
all  of  them  difaoled,  and  mollly 
difmafted. 

The  Ul}fies  arrived  the  fame  day 
without  main  or  mizen-mail,  hav- 
ing thrown  all  her  upper  deck  guns 
ov'er  board. 

By  the  different  accounts  which 
I  have  received,  I  find  that  the  late 
ftorms  have  vifited  the  windward 
ifiands,  as  well  as  the  feas.  The 
2Sth  part  his  majelly's  Ihip  the  Eg- 
jnont  arrived  here  from  St.  Lucia, 
totally  difmafted,  and  her  frame 
much  Ihaken.  On  the  29th  the 
Endymion  arrived  at  this  port  from 
a  cruife  to  the  windward  of  Mar- 
linicojwith  only  the  fore-mall  Hand- 
ing. She  brought  in  with  her  tv/o 
French  Palps,  named  the  Marquis 
de  Brancas,  and  the  L'Eole,  which 
fiie  took  on  her  way  thither.  The 
former  was  laden  with  provifions, 
and  the  latter  had  one  huadred  and 
£fty  foldiers  on  board,  part  of  the 
regiment  of  Touraine,  commanded 
by  a  captain  De  Marcy.  Thefe 
two  lliips  were,  on  the  nth  of  Oc- 
tober, forced,  with  many  others, 
out  from  St.  Pierre's  road,  Mar- 
tinico,  by  the  violence  of  the 
Itorm. 


Aihniralty-Office,  Jan,  2,  1781. 
Kxtracl  of  a  Letter  from  'vice'ttdml' 
ral  Enjans,  conunandcr  In  chief  of 
his  majeffs  JJ/ipi  and  mejjch  in  the 
Downs,  to  Mr.  Stephens,  dated  the 
Z^Ji  of  Decemher^   17  80. 

Pleafe  to  acquaint  their  lordHiips, 
that  about  two  hours  after  I  fent 
you  an  account  ycilerday,  by  ex- 
prcfs,  of  a  Dutch  fliip  of  war  be- 
ing at  the  back  of  the  Godwin,  his 
majefly's  fhips  Marlborough  and 
Bellona  appeared  in  fight,  upon 
which  I  immediately  ordered  them 
to  proceed  in  quell  of  her  ;  and 
have  the  fatisfaction  to  acquaint 
you,  for  their  lordfliips  informa- 
tion, they  returned  to  the  Downs 
this  afternoon  with  the  faid  Dutch 
fliip,  which  the  Bellona  took,  after 
an  ai^ion  of  about  half  an  hour. 

The  Dutch  fhip  proved  to  be  the 
Princefs  Carolina,  of  54  guns,  and 
300  men,  from  Amfterdam,  bound 
to  Lilbon.  She  had  four  men  killed 
and  twelve  wounded.  The  Bellona 
one  man  killed  and  two  wounded. 

3.  Yellerday  the  arrival  of  his 
royal  highnefs  the  bifiiop  of  Ofna- 
burgh  was  announced  off  the  port 
of  Ollend.  The  fame  evening  he 
received  the  compliments  of  the 
commandant,  and  the  other  magif- 
trates.  On  the  Wednefday  morn- 
ing his  royal  highnefs  expreiled  an 
inclination  to  pay  a  vifit  to  the  ca- 
puchin Friars.  He  had  feen  their 
convent  from  his  bed-  chamber  win- 
dow, and  being  informed  of  the  pe- 
cular  feverity  which  this  order  of 
men  fo  rigidly  affei^,  he  was  de- 
firous  to  fee  them.  He  went  ac- 
cordingly, and  happened  to  enter 
at  the  time  they  were  at  dinner. 
His  royal  highnefs  com.plimented 
them  on  the  facrifice  which,  by 
their  repalt,  they  manifefily  pay  to 

their 
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their  religion,  and  condefcended  to 
participate  with  them  on  their  hum- 
ble fare.  On  the  fame  day  he  vi- 
fited  the  convents  of  the  White  and 
Black  nuns,  and  fet  off  the  next 
morning  on  his  route  to  Germany. 

r.  Ihis  day  a  gentleman  was 
taken  into  cuilody  for  treafonable 
praiftices,  named  Henry  Francis  de 
la  Motte,  which  he  bore  with  the 
title  of  baron  annexed  to  it.  He 
has  refidcd  in  Bond-ftreet  for  fome 
time. 

When  he  was  going  up  ftairs  at 
the  fecretary  of  llate's-office,  in 
Cleavelandrow,  he  dropped  feve- 
ral  papers  on  the  flair-cafe,  which 
were  immediately  difcovered  by  the 
meffengers,  and  carried  in  with  him 
to  lord  Hillfborough.  Afcer  his 
examination  he  was  committed  a 
clofe  prifoner,  for  high  treafon,  to 
the  Tower. 

In  confequence  of  the  above  pa- 
pers being  found,  Henry  Lutterloh, 
efq.  of  Wickham,  near  Portfmouth, 
was  afterwards  apprehended  and 
brought  to  town.  The  meffengers 
found  IVfr.  Lutterloh  ready  booted 
to  go  a-hunting.  When  he  under- 
ftood  their  bufincfs,  he  did  not  dif- 
cover  the  lead  embarraffment,  but 
delivered  his  keys  with  the  utmoll 
readinefs.  In  his  drawers  were 
found  cafh  and  bank  notes  to  the 
amount  of  about  300I.  but  upon  a 
careful  perufal  of  the  notes,  it  was 
difcovered  they  were  all  drawn  pay- 
able to  the  fameperfon,  and  dated 
on  the  fame  day  with  thofe  found 
on  La  Motte.  Mr.  Lutterloh  is  a 
German,  and  had  lately  taken  a 
houfe  at  Wickham,  within  a  few 
miles  of  Portfmouth  ;  and,  as  he 
kept  a  pack  of  hounds,  and  was 
confidered  as  a  good  companion,  he 
was  well  received  by  the  gentlemen 
in  the  neiehbcurhood. 


Whitehall,  'Jan.  6,  1 78 1. 
ExtraH  of  a  Letter  from  general  Hal- 
illniand^go'verjwr  and  commander  in 
chief  of  his  rna'jeflys  forces  in  the 
■province  of  ^lebec,  to  lord  George 
Germai?t,  one  of  hisynajefy  s  prin- 
cipal fecretaries  of  fate,  received 
hy  his  ma'iefy''s  Jl^ip  Da?iac. 

^lebec,  Oclober  25,  1 780. 
I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint 
your  lord(hip,  that  I  have  juft  re- 
ceived an  exprefs  from  major  Carle- 
ton,  who  commands  one  of  the  de- 
tachments mentioned/ in  my  letter 
to  your  lordfhip  of  the  17th  ult. 

The  fecrecy  and  difpatch  witk 
which  this  detachment  penetrated, 
prevented  any  oppofition  of  confe- 
quence on  the  part  of  the  enemy  ; 
and  on  the  loth  and  nth  inilant 
the  garrifons  of  Fort  Anne  and  Fort 
George  furrendered  prifoners  of 
war. 

Major  Carleton,  who  has,  as  well 
as  his  detachment,  fhewn  great  zeal 
and  activity  in  this  affair,  having; 
fully  anfwered  the  purpofes  for 
which  he  was  fent,  is  returned  to 
Crown  Point,  where  he  is  to  re- 
main as  long  as  the  feafon  will  per- 
mit the  veffels  to  navigate  the  lakes, 
in  order  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  enemy. 

The  reports,  affiduoufly  publifh- 
ed  upon  all  occafions  by  the  enemy, 
of  cruelties  committed  by  the  In- 
dians, are  notorioully  fiilfe,  and  pro- 
pagated merely  to  exafperate  the 
ignorant  and  deluded  people.  'In 
this  late  inftance,  major  Carleton 
informs  me,  they  behaved  with  the 
greatell  moderation,  and  did  not 
ftrip,  or  in  any  refpect  ill  ule  their 
prifoners. 

I  inclofe,  for  your  lordfliip's  in- 
formation, a  lift  of  the  killed, 
wounded,  and  prifonc'rs. 

h  party    of  100  men  and    Mo- 
hawk 


(to) 


PRINCIPAL 


[[January, 


hawk  Indians,  crofTed  Lake  Cham- 
pJain  with  major  Carleton,  to  co- 
operate with  fir  John  )ohnfon.  who 
mull:  be,  before  this  time,  upon  the 
IViOhawk  river  ;  and  anotiier  party 
or  2CO  Canada  Indians,  with  their 
pioper  officers,  under  the  command 
oMieutenant  Houghton,  of  the  53d 
regiment,  marched  at  the  fame  time 
towards  Connedlicut  river.  They 
are  returned,  having  brought  away 
32  prifoners,  without  any  lois,  al- 
though purfued  by  a  fuperior  force, 
of  which  it  is  thought  many  were 
killed. 

i  every  day  expecJt  to  hear  of  fir 
John  Johnfon's  fuccefs  upon  the 
Mohawk  river. 

P.  S.  No-,'.  2.  I  have  kept  this 
letter  open,  in  hopes  to  give  your 
lordfnip  an  account  of  ihe  party 
which  was  fent  upon  the  Mohawk 
river  under  tiie  command  of  fir  John 
Johnfon.  The  enemy,  by  means 
of  two  Oneida  Indians,  who  de- 
fertecl  from  Niagra,  had  received 
information  of  an  intended  atcack 
upon  the  Mohawk  river,  and  had 
.prepared  accordingly  ;  but  this  did 
not  prevent  ins  fuccefs,  though  it 
occafioned  him  to  meet  with  "reat 
oppolition.  I  liavi  juil  received  a 
letter  from  fir  John,  wherein  he  ac- 
quaints me,  that  he  had  deiboyed 
the  fcttlemer.ts  of  Schohary  and 
8tone  Arabia,  and  laid  wa'ieagreat 
extent  of  country.  Lie  had  feveral 
engagements  with  the  enemy,  in 
which  he  came  ofF  victoiious.  In 
one  of  then:,  near  Stone  Arabia, 
he  killed  a  ccionel  Browne,  a  no- 
torious and  acSiive  rebel,  with  about 
ICO  cfiicers  and  men. 

1  have  the  pieafure  to  acquaint 
your  lordlhip,  from  fir  John's  let- 
ter, that  I  have  great  reafon  to 
hope,  that  many  of  the  milBng  will 
find  their  way  to  Ofwego  or  Niagra, 
as  forae  Indians  and  rangeri,  well 


acquainted  with  the  woods,  are  with 
them.  I  cannot  fin;i"h  without  ex- 
prefTmg  to  your  lordlhip  the  perfeft 
iatisfaftion  which  I  have  from  the 
zeal,  fpirit,  and  aiiiivity,  with  which 
fir  John  Johnfon  has  conducted  this 
arduous  caterprize. 

10.  As  the  foot-boy  belonging  to 
John  Dawes,  efq;  near  Canon bury- 
houfe,  was  opening  the  large  fold- 
ing doors  of  the  ftabie-yard,  in  or- 
der to  let  out  the  carriage,  in  which 
was  Mrs.  Dawes,  a  guii  of  wind 
fuddenly  blowing  the  doors  toge- 
ther, jammed  the  poor  youth  with 
{i)c\\  violence,  that  he  died  imme- 
diately ;  the  carriage  was  likewife 
ovci  fet, 

12.  A  whrile  was  driven  on  ihore, 
and  died  in  a  cave  fituatcd  S.  E. 
between  Penleeandthe  Ramhead. 

13.  Yeilerday  the  States-Gene- 
ral ilTued  letters  of  marque  and  re- 
prifals,   againfi  the  Engliih. 

Yertcrday  the  feliionsended  at  the 
Old  Bailey,  when  thirteen  capital 
convias  received  fentence  of  death. 

15.  A  new  mode  of  burglary  has 
been  of  late  adopted.  The  hcufes 
of  melfrs.  Barvvick  and  Jefibp,  at 
Vi'altham-abbey.and  of  MrHugnes, 
at  Hoddefdon,  Herts,  were  lait  week 
broke  open  and  robbed  of  their 
plate,  &c.  by  two  perfons  in  a  one- 
horfe  chair. 

St.  Jamei^s,  TuefJay  16.  It  ap- 
pears from  accounts  from  the  ifland 
of  Jerfey,  that  the  French,  to  the 
number  of  800  and  upwards,  land- 
ed before  day-break,  on  the  6th 
inllant,  at  the  Bank  du  Violet  : 

That,  in  their  attem.pt  to  land, 
one  privateer  and  four  tranfport 
\'effels  were  wrecked  upon  the 
rocks,  whereby  upwards  of  2co 
men  were  loft  : 

That  the  French  general,  baron 
de  Rullecourt,  marched  acrofs  the 
country  to  the  town  ci  St.  Heiier's, 

fei^ed 


1781.3 


OCCURRENCES. 


(»») 


feized  the  avenues  of  the  town  and 
the  guard,  made  priibner  capt. 
CharJton  of  the  ardllery,  and  feni 
a  detachment  to  feize  the  lieute- 
nant-governor : 

That  the  lieutenant-governor  had 
by  fome  means  received  informa- 
tion in  time  to  difpatch  two  meHen- 
gers  to  the  diitercnt  llations  of  the 
78ch,  83d,  and  05  th  regiments,  and 
to  the  militia  : 

That  immediately  afterwards  the 
lieutenant-governor  was  taken  pri- 
foner,  and  was  carried  to  the  French 
general,  who  was  in  the  Court- 
houle,  who  immediately  propoled 
to  him  to  fign  ^errns  of  capitulation, 
on  pain  of  hring  the  town,  and  put- 
ting the  inhabitants  to  the  fvvord, 
in  cafe  of  refufa!  : 

That  the  lieutenant  governor  re- 
prefented,  that,  being  a  prifoner, 
he  v.as  deprived  of  all  authority, 
and  that  therefore  his  figning  any 
capitulation,  or  pretending  to 
give  any  orders,  could  be  of  no 
avail : 

That  the  general  infifted  hew- 
ever;  ana  the  lieutenant-governor, 
to  avoid  the  confequences,  figned 
the  capitulation  : 

Thai:  Elizabeth  Caftle  was  fum- 
moned  to  furrender,  which  capt. 
i^ylward,  who  commanded  there, 
peremptorily  refuled  ;  and  firing 
upon  the  French  compelled  them 
to  retire  : 

Tliat  in  the  mean  time  the  king's 
troops,  under  the  command  of  ma- 
jor Picrton,  next  in  feniority  to  the 
lieutenant-governor,  and  capt. 
Campbell,  and  the  militia  of  the 
ifland,  affembled  upon  the  heights 
near  the  tovvn;  and,  being  required 
.by  the  French  general  to  conform 
to  the  capitulation,  returned  for 
anfwer,  That  if  the  French  did  not 
lay  down  their  arms,  and  furrender 
themfelves  prifoners  in  twenty  mi- 
nutes, they  would  be  attacked  ; 


That  accordingly  major  Picrfoa 
having  made  a  very  able  difpofuion 
of  his  m;)jeily's  troops,  they  rulhed 
upon  the  enemy  with  fuch' vigour 
and  impetuofity,  that,  in  lefs  than 
half  an  hour,  the  French  general 
being  mortally  wounded,  the  offi- 
cer next  in  command  to  him  defired 
the  lieutenant-governor  (who  had 
been  compelled  by  the  French  ge- 
neral to  iland  clufe  by  him  during 
the  heat  of  the  adion,  faying  that 
he  ihould  ihare  his  fate)  to  refama 
the  government,  and  to  accept  their 
fubmif'ion  as  prifoners  of  war  : 

That  mnjor  Pierfon,  who  com- 
manded the  troop;,  was  unfortu- 
nately killed  in  the  moment  of  vic- 
tory. Thi;  lofs  of  this  young  officer, 
whofe  military  abilities,  which  v/cre 
fo  remarkable  upon  this  occafion, 
held  out  the  higheft  expectations 
to  his  country,  is  molt  fincercly  la- 
mented by  every  officer  and  foldier, 
both  of  the  regulars  and  militia,  as 
well  as  bv  every  inhabitant  of  the 
ifland. 

Captains  Aylward  and  Mulcafler 
diftinguilhed  ,themfelves  in  their 
undaunted  and  fpirited  prefervation 
of  Elizabeth  Caltle  ;  and  it  was 
fortunate  that  fo  able  an  officer  ^s 
capt.  Campbell,  of  the  Sjd  regi- 
ment, who  had  before  remarkably 
diftinguiihed  himfelf,  was  the  next 
to  take  the  command  after  the  lofs 
of  major  Pierfon. 

The  higheil:  commendations  are 
given  to  the  good  conduft,  brave- 
ry, and  refolution  of  the  officers 
and  men,  both  of  the  regulars  and 
militia. 

The  folIov,ang  is  a  return  of  the 
killed  and  wounded  of  his  majefty's 
troops  aud  militia  of  the  ifland,  on 
the  6th  of  January. 

Of  the  regulars:  i  officer,  11 
rank  and  file,  killed  ;  35  rank  and 
file  wounded. 

N.  B.    Capt.  Charlton,   of  th^ 
royal 
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royal  artillel-y  wounded  while  pri- 
foner. 

Of  the  militia:  4  rank  and  file 
killed  ;  3  officers,  26  rank  and  file, 
wounded. 
Karnes    of  the     officers    killed    ami 

vjoundcd. 
95th  reg.    Major   Francis  Pierfon, 

killed. 
Ealt  reg.    Lieut.    Godfrey,    lleut. 
A  ubin,  enfign  Poingnant,  wound- 
ed. 
Mr.  Tho.  Lempriere,  aid-de-camp, 

wounded. 
Mr.  James  Amice  Lempriere,  mer- 
chant, wounded. 

M.  CORBET,  Lieut.  Gov. 
25.  Yelterday  lord  Geo.  Gordon 
was  privately  taken  from  the  Tower 
to  Wefiminller-hall,  arraigned,  and 
ordered  to  prepare  for  trial  on  Mon- 
day the  5th  of  February. 

28.  By  a  letter  from  Lewes  in 
Suffex,  it  appears  that  there  were 
more  fhipping  wrecked  on  that 
coaft,  Jan.  26,  than  was  ever  before 
known  in  the  memory  of  man.  At 
Beam-Hide,  a  velTel,  fuppofed  to 
be  a  victualling  floop,  was  daflied 
to  pieces,  and  every  perfon  on 
board  periihed.  Oppcfite  New 
Haven  Mill,  a  fmall  veflel  fhared 
the  fame  fate,  and  every  perfon  on 
board  periihed.  At  Cuckmere,  the 
Syren  frigate  and  Race  Horfe 
Ichooner  both  went  to  pieces,  but 
the  crews  were  faved.  A  velTel  at 
Crow  Link  and  another  at  Berling 
were  wrecked,  the  crews  moftly 
perifhed. 

The  Syren  was  a  fine  frigate,  built 
about  a  year  and  half  ago,  at  Nevv- 
callle  upon  Tyne,  and  was  flieathed 
with  copper  :  Ihe  carried  170  men, 
mounted  32  guns,  and  failed  with 
the  fchooner  as  convoy  to  a  frnall 
f^cet  from  Spithead  to  the  Downs  ; 
but  mod  of  the  merchantmen  per- 
ceiving   their   danger    before    the 


commodore,  they  tacked  and  ftretch- 
ed  off.  The  frigate  ftruck  about 
two  o'clock,  and  immediately  fired 
feveral  guns  as  fignals  of  diftrefs  to 
the  Race  Horfe;  but  the  wind 
blowing  a  hurricane,  they  ftruck 
themfelves  between  three  and  four 
in  the  afternoon.  The  Sprightly 
cutter  and  a  Dutch  prize  that  were 
in  company  are  milling. 

30.  The  poll  boy  bringing  th6 
Briftol  mail  yellerday  morning  front 
Maidenhead,  was  ftopt  between  2 
and  3  o'clock,  by  a  fingle  highway- 
man with  a  crape  over  his  face,  be- 
tween the  iith  and  12  th  mile 
Hone,  near  to  Cran  ford -Bridge, 
who  prefented  a  piltol  to  him,  and 
after  making  him  alight,  drove 
av/ay  the  horfe  and  cart,  which 
were  found  about  feven  o'clock 
this  morning,  in  a  meadow  field 
near  farmer  Lott's  at  Twyford, 
when  it  appeared  that  the  greatefl 
part  of  the  letters  were  taken  out 
of  the  Bath  and  Briftol  bag. 

FEBRUARY. 

Tar}7iouth^Fel.\.  •'  Yellerday  the 
noted  Fall  made  his  appearance  to 
the  north  of  this  coail,  and  haa 
taken  a  number  of  colliers  and 
coafters,  among  which  are  the  fol-- 
lowing,  viz.  the  John,  Pearfon,  of 
Shields,  ranfomed  for  700  guineas ; 
Smelt,  Coxon,  of  ditto,  ranfomed 
for  400  guineas;  Fanny,  Porter,  of 
Yarmouth,  ranfomed  for  300  gui- 
neas ;  a  fnow  for  Shields,  ranfomed 
for  4C0  guineas.  This  lall  veilel 
engaged  him  near  three  hours,  un- 
til the  mate  was  killed,  and  the 
captain  and  two  men  wounded. 
When  the  Ihips  left  him  he  had  22 
ranfomers  on  board.  The  Fly  fails 
to-morrow  in  quell  of  him." 

3.  Hague,  Jan.  z6.  "  The  States- 
General  of  the  United  Provinces  of 

the 


ijSi.] 


OCCURRENCES. 


(»3) 


the  Low  Countries  to  all  whom 
thefe  prefents  may  come  greeting  : 
Be  it  known,  that  to  encourage  the 
good  inhabitants  of  thefe  llates, 
we  have  thought  proper  to  notify, 
by  thefe  prefents,  that  whatever 
perfons  fhall  in  the  prefent  waf 
by  fea  become  fo  maimed  as  to  be 
incapable  to  get  their  living,  fliall 
receive  the  following  fums  accord- 
ing to  their  wounds  : 

*'  Firft,  For  the  lofs  of  the  two 
eyes  1500  florins ;  for  the  lofs  of  one 
eye  350  florins  ;  and  for  inferior 
wounds  in  thofeparts,  fuch  fums  as 
the  college  of  admiralty  fliall  think 
lit. 

**  Secondly,  For  the  lofs  of  the  two 
arms  1500  florins;  for  the  lofs  of 
the  right  arm  450  ;  for  that  of  the 
left  350  ;  and  for  other  inferior 
wounds  in  thofe  parts,  according  to 
the  above  mentioned  determina- 
tion. 

"Thirdly,For  thelofsof  the  two 
hands  1 200  florins  ;  for  that  of  the 
right  hand  350;  for  that  of  the 
left  300  ;  and  for  other  wounds  in 
thofeparts,  according  to  the  above- 
nientioned  determination. 

"  Fourthly,  For  the  lofs  of  the 
twolegs  7C0  florins;  for  the  lofs  of 
one  leg  350  ;  and  for  other  wounds 
in  thole  parts,  according  to  the  a- 
bove  mentioned  determination. 

"  Fifthly,  For  thelofsof  the  two 
feet  450  florins ;  for  the  lofs  of  one 
foot  200  ;  and  for  other  wounds 
in  thofe  parts,  according  to  the  a- 
bove  mentioned  determination. 

"  Or  fuch  wounded  perfons  as 
are  entirely  difabled  from  getting 
their  living,  ihall  infle'ad  of  the 
above  receive  a  filver  ducaroon  per 
week  during  their  lives,  and 
all  inferior  wounds  ihail  be  allow- 
ed in  proportion. 

**  For  which  purpofc  our  publi- 


cation (hall  be  fent  to  the  refpec- 
tive  admiralties,  and  publilhed  ia 
all  their  dillrids. 

"  Done  at  the  Hague,  Jan.  12, 
1781." 

1;.  Saturday  night,  about  nine 
o'clock,  John  Harlow,  efq.  of  Pe- 
tersfield,  coming  to  town,  was  at- 
tacked near  Claremont,  the  feat  of 
lord  Clive,  near  Efher,  by  two 
highwaymen,  who  robbed  him  of 
upwards  of  20I. 

6.  Yefterday  being  the  day  ap-. 
pointed  for  the  trial  of  lord  Geo. 
Gordon,  the  judges  took  their  feats 
in  the  court  of  King's  Bench  about 
eight  o'clock.  Great  precautions 
were  ufed  to  keep  the  court  from 
being  unreafonably  crowded  ;  all 
the  avenues  to  it  were  locked,  and 
written  directions  were  iflued  by 
lord  Mansfield,  to  the  mafl;er  of  the 
crown-ofiice,  for  the  regulation  of 
the  proceedings.  By  this  order, 
which  was  in  the  hand-writing  of 
the  chief  juftice,  the  officers  of  the 
court  were  exprefsly  commanded 
not  to  open  the  gate  of  Wellmin- 
fter  hall,  nor  any  other  of  the  doors 
that  lead  to  the  court,  till  eight 
o'clock,  at  which  time  the  court 
was  appointed  to  fit. 

The  judges  on  the  trial  were, 
lord  Manslield,  Mr.  juitice  V/illes, 
Mr  julHce  Alhhurit,  and  Mr.  juf- 
tice  Buller.  The  counfel  for  the 
profc'cution  were,  the  attorney-ge- 
neral, the  folicitor- general,  Mr. 
Dunning,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Bearcroft, 
Mr.    Flowarth,    and   Mr.   Norton. 

The  counfel  for  the  prifoner 
were  Mr.  Kenyon,  and  Mr.  Er- 
Ikine.  Several  alterations  had  been 
made  in  the  court,  for  the  better 
accommodation  of  the  neceflTary 
ofiicers  and  people  concerned  in  the 
trial.  A  box  v/as  made  on  the 
right  hand  of    the  judges    bench, 
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for  the  (herifFs  cf  Middlefcx,  and  a 
place  on  the  right  hand  of  the  jn- 
Ty''s  box,  for  witnefTcs. 

Lord  George  was  brought  te-the 
bar  by  the  litutenant  of  the  Tower, 
about  nine  in  ihe  morning.  He 
was  drefled  in' black  velvet.  His 
lordlhipwas  perfeftiycompoied  and 
collefled  in  his  appearance.  He 
took  his  place  on  the  right-hand  of 
Mr.  Erficine,  in  the  middle  of  the 
feccnd  bench,  commonly  allotted  to 
the  counfel,  being  peiniitted  to  fit 
during  his  trial. 

Mr.  Norton,  the  youngeii  counfel 
for  the  crown,  opened  the  indidl- 
inent  in  the  ufual  way,  reciting  the 
allegation. 

The  attorney-general  then  took 
up  the  caufe,  entered  into  the  na- 
ture and  different  kinds  of  treafon, 
mentioned  the  repeal  of  the  penal- 
ties inliiiiled  by  the  afts  formerly 
pafled  againft  the  Roman  catliolics, 
with  the  mifchiefs  that  enfucd  lait 
year  on  the  petition  prefented  a- 
gairiA  tl-,e  aft  containing  a  repeal, 
of  which'  mifchiefs  he  confidered 
Lord  George  Gordon  as  the  author. 
His  lordfhip,  belaid,  wasthe  prefi- 
dentof  the  afibciation.  Recalled  by 
public  advertifement  20,000  men 
together,  and  declared  he  would 
rot  prefent  the  petition  without 
that  number  ;  for  he  was  in  parlia- 
ment, and  knew  perhaps  that:  with- 
out violence  his  ends  could  not  be 
procured.  He  ordered  them  to 
come  with  blue  cockades,  that  he 
might  know  the  extent  of  his  force  ; 
he  arranged  them  into  divifions  ; 
he  met  them  on  the  ground,  and  to 
infpire  tliem  with  confidence,  he 
toI(|  them  "  to  recoiled  what  the 
Scotch  had  done,  and  v/hat  they 
had  gained  by  their  enterprize  and 
firmnefs  ;  and  that  he  invited  them 
to  no  danger  which  he  was  not  will- 


ing to  fliare,  and  he  would  fupport 
them  in  their  attempts  to  the  ha- 
zard of  his  life  ;  he  would  attend 
them,  though  he  (hould  be  hanged 
on  the  gai.ows."  TJ-.e  attorney- 
general  confidered  the  whole  of  the 
fublequent  oiUrages  as  fiowisig  from 
thiscaule  ;  for  a  man  who  turns 
loofe  a  wild  beall^,  he  faid,  was  an- 
fwerable  for  all  the  murthers  that 
the  creature  fliculd  commit. 

A  variety  of  witnefles  were  exa- 
mined in  fupport  of  the  profecu- 
ticn,  and  others  on  behalf  of  the 
prifcner.  He  was  very  ably  defend- 
ed by  his  counfel,  Mr.  Kenyon  and 
Mr.  Erflcine.  The  latter  fpoke  not 
only  as  a  lawyer,  but  as  an  orator; 
as  a  man  pleading  in  the  mofl  for- 
cible manner  for  a  life  that  appear- 
ed as  dear  to  him  as  his  own.  He 
communicated  the  paflions  he  felt 
to  the  hearts  of  his  auditors  in 
the  mcfr  powerful  manner,  and 
handled  the  crown  lawyers  very  Se- 
verely, particularly  the  attorney- 
general. 

The  folicitor  general  made  an 
able  reply,  in  which  he  defendtrd 
the  attorney  general. 

Lord  Mansfield  then  pioceeded 
to  Aim  up  the  evidence,  in  which 
he  explained  the  law  of  treafon, 
and  the  nature  of  that  kind  oi  con- 
llruftive  treafon  which  was  the 
fubjedlof  confulcration  in  this  cafe. 

After  which  the  jury  withdrew, 
an  officer  was  fworn  to  keep  them, 
and  in  about  twenty  minutes  they 
brought  in  the  prifoner  Not  guilty. 
It  was  five  o'clock  on  the  Tuef- 
day  morning,  when  the  verdift 
v.'as  brought  in. 
Extracl  of  a  Letter  from  an  officer  on 

board  the  Royal  Admiral  EaJi-htJla- 

f?tan,  to  his  friend  In  tc^jon,  dated 

2zd  of  July,    17S0,   lat.  i"-%  14'', 


north,  loujr.  22*^,   11',  ivef. 
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"  Let  me  now  acquaint  you 
with  a  cii-cumllance,  wnich  though 
not  unprecedeiued,  yet  is  one  of 
thofe  inilances  that  clearly  evince 
what  a  degree  of  exertion  the  fe- 
male mind  is  capable  of,  nding 
under  the  influence  of  any  particu- 
lar paflion. 

*'  A  young  perfon  of  the  age  of 
feventeen,  entered  on  board  our 
fhip  at  Dfptford,  as  an  ordinary 
feamen,  ursder  the  name  of  George 
Thon'.pfon,  who  performed  all  tiie 
duties  of  his  ftation  with  remark- 
able >£adinefs  and  dexterity,  and 
would  perhaps  have  remained  un- 
difcovered  the  reft  of  the  voyage, 
had  not  the  following  circum  lance 
led  to  the  difcovery.  A  theft  having 
been  committed  on  board,  a  gene- 
ral fearch  was  the  confcquence  :  on 
examining  Thonipfon's  chelt,  there 
was  found  women's  apparel,  .pun 
this  the  officer  on  duty  concluded  he 
muft  have  llolen  them  when  on  fliore, 
and  therefore  ordered  him  three 
dozen  lafhes.  When  they  attempted 
enforcing  the  punifhment,  he  buril: 
into  tears,  folemnly  proteiled  his 
innocence,  and  befought  mercv  : 
the  officer  continued  inflexible. 
When  intreaty  was  found  vain, 
with  much  relutlance,  flie  acknow- 
ledged her  fex.  Judge  what  alto- 
nifliment  pervaded  the  mind  of 
every  one  on  board,  who  little  ex- 
pedled  to  find  in  the  perfon  of 
peorge  Thompfon,  a  blooming 
youthful  girl.  Being  quellioaed 
by  the  captain  who  flie  was,  and 
what  could  have  induced  her  to 
take  fo  extraordinary  a  fl:ep,  fhe  re- 
plied, her  name  was  Margaret 
Thompfon  ;  fhe  had  left  her  un- 
cle, who  lives  in  Northumberiand- 
ftreet,  to  fee  her  fweetheart,  who 
quitted  England  three  years  fince, 
and  is  now  rendent  at  Bombay.  The 
fefolution  with  which  fhe  perfonn.i 


cd  the  moft  arduous  tafk«,  mount- 
ing aloft  with  amazing  intrepidity 
in  the  midft  of  danger,  even  when 
the  moft  experienced  feamen  ap- 
peared daunted,  aftonifhcd  every 
one  :  her  patience  and  perfever- 
ante,  during  five  months  hard  la- 
bour, can  be  equalled  only  by  her 
fortitude  in  the  attempt." 
Extrad  of  a  Letter  from  Brujj'eh^ 
Jan.  23. 
'*  About  a  fortnight  fince  the 
bifnop  of  Ofnaburgh  relided  a  few 
days  in  this  city.  The  prince  Sta- 
reniberg,  the  temporary  governor 
of  the  Low  Countries,  entertained 
his  royal  highnefs  with  fingular  at- 
tention and  magnificence.  The 
fplendid  hofpitality  of  the  duke 
d'Arenberg  was  fully  exerted  to  do 
him  honour  ;  and  the  duchefs  d'Ur- 
rel  received  him  to  a  moft  elegant 
fupper,  at  her  hotel,  while  the  reft 
of  the  firft  nobility  expreficd  their 
regret,  that  the  Ihortnefs  of  his 
royal  highnefs's  ftay  would  not  give 
them  an  opportunity  of  fliowing 
him  that  refpeft  which  his  rank  and 
merit  would  have  received  from 
them.  At  Antwerp,  the  prince 
dined  with  M.  Prioli,  the  moft  emi- 
nent and  wealthy  merchant  of  that 
city,  who  fpared  no  coft  to  give  his 
royal  gueft  a  fuitable  reception. 
At  Mechlin,  the  cardinal  archbi- 
fliop  received  him  with  great  fplen- 
dor,  and  has  fince  teftified  his  ap- 
probation of  the  demeanor  and  cha- 
rafter  of  the  young  prince.  From 
thence  his  royal  highnefs  proceeded 
to  the  duke  d'Aurenberg's  Cha- 
teau, nearLouvaine,  v.'hereaFrench 
comedy  was  performed  by  feveral  of 
the  nobility,  for  his  amufement. 
On  the  following  day  he  proceed- 
ed on  his  route  for  Germany,  leav- 
ing in  thefe  countries  the  moft  pleaf- 
mg  inapreffions  of  his  charafter  and 
accomplifhmen  ts. " 

9.  Yefterday 
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9.  Yerterday  morning,  about  five 
o'clock,  as  a  waggon  was  going 
through  Newington-Butts,  guard- 
ed by  the  father  of  the  driver,  who 
lay  concealed  in  the  waggon,  three 
footpads  attacked  the  driver  :  the 
old  man  diredlly  fired,  and  killed 
one  of  the  villains,  on  which  the 
twofurvivors  feized  the  young  man, 
and,  in  fight  of  his  father,  dragged 
him  under  the  broad  wheel  of  the 
waggon,  when  they  drove  the  hor- 
fes  on,  which  crufhed  him  inllantly 
to  death.  The  facher  jumped  out 
of  the  waggon  and  took  one  of  the 
villains,  but  the  other  efcaped. 
E~trc<H  nf  a  Letter  from  an  officer  on 
hoard  the  Prothce  mati  of  nvar,  to 
his  father  in  London,  dated  Crook- 
hai'en,  Ireland,  fan.  ic^,  178 1. 
*'  On  the  28th  of  November,  we 
difcovered  a  moll  daring  and  dan- 
gerous mutiny  on  board  the  Pro- 
thee,  the  Irifh  failors  having  en- 
gaged themfelves  in  a  fcheme  to 
murder  the  captain  and  officers,  and 
all  the  Englifli,  to  take  poffeflion 
of  the  fhip,  and  run  away  from  the 
fieet  in  the  night ;  which,  had  their 
intentions  been  fuccefsful,  they 
might  eafily  have  done,  the  Prothee 
being  a  very  faii  failing  (hip.  They 
were  over-heard  talking  of  their 
fcheme,  by  fome  of  the  fhip's  com- 
pany, who  informed  the  officers  of 
their  danger ;  and  the  perfon  to 
whom  they  intended  giving  the 
command  of  the  fliip,  with  fix  or 
{even  of  the  principal  mutineers, 
were  immediately  fecured  in  irons. 
The  remainder  were  terrified  when 
they  found  their  plot  difcovered, 
and  never  offered  to  make  the  leafl: 
refinance,  though  it  was  fufpeded 
they  would,  and  we  all  lay  that 
night  with  loaded  piftols  in  our 
beds,  ready  to  turn  out  at  a  mo- 
inent's  warning  ;  but  every  thing 
remained  very  quiet,    and  on  the 


morning  of  the  9th,  all  hands  be- 
ing ordered  on  the  quarter  deck, 
every  man  was  examined  by  the 
captain  to  what  he  knew  of  the 
mutiny.  Having  taken  their  depo- 
fitions,  fourteen  of  the  principal 
mutineers  were  fent  on  board  the 
Commodore,  to  be  difperfed  in  the 
fleet  as  he  thought  proper,  for  fe- 
curity,  fince  which  nothing  mate- 
rial has  happened  on  board." 

12.  A  few  weeks  fince  died,  at 
Poplar,  Mrs.  Mary  Eaft,  aged  68  : 
this  perfon,  while  living,  was  fo 
extraordinary  a  charafter,  that  fhe 
paiTed  for  a  man  thirty-five  years, 
kept  a  public-houfe,  ferved  all  the 
offices  of  the  parifli,  and  attended 
Weftminfter-hall  and  the  Old-Bai- 
ley as  a  juryman,  Sec.  Having  ac- 
quired a  handfome  fortune  (3000I.) 
fhe  retired  from  bufinefs,  and  liv- 
ed at  Poplar  till  her  death  as  above. 
Her  fortune  fiie  has  left  to  her 
friend  in  the  country,  and  a  young 
woman  who  lived  with  her  as  a  fer- 
vant,  except  lol.  a  year  to  the 
poor  of  Poplar,  50I.  to  a  working 
gardener,  and  her  gold  watch  to 
Mr.  Curry,   a  diftiller  at  Poplar. 

13.  Ob  Sunday  evening  Mr. 
Akerman,  having  difcovered  that 
fpring-faws  had  been  conveyed  in- 
to the  cells  of  Newgate,  where 
there  were  21  prifoners  under  fen- 
tence  of  death,  went  into  the  cells, 
where  he  found  that  Patrick  Ma- 
dan,  John  Bailey,  and  William. 
Cheatham,  convifted  of  fhoplift- 
ing ;  Jofeph  Caddy  and  Charles 
Shepherd,  of  burglary,  and  Wil- 
liam Thomfon,  alias  Bennett,  and 
John  Henley,  of  highway  robbery, 
had  fawed  their  irons  afunder,  and 
artfully  cemented  the  fraftureover, 
fo  that  it  could  not  be  feen  at  firft 
viev/.  Mr.  Akerman  fecured  every 
one  of  thefe  daring  offenders,  and 
got  from   them  three  fpring   faws 
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and  a  brace  of  pifiols.  The  lat- 
ter were  loaded  almoft  up  to  the 
jnuzzle,  and  it  has  fince  been  found 
out  that  the  dcfign  of  the  prifonexs 
was,  tocoiTiedown  into  the  prefs- 
yard  with  their  irons  on  (at  the  time 
they  are  allowed  to  air  themfelves) 
and  inftantly  to  ihake  them  off,  and 
make  a  defperate  effort  to  maRer  the 
turnkey,  and  efted  their  efcape. 

Yefterday  morning,  about  three 
o'clock,  a  fire  broke  out  at  a  junk 
warehoufe,  at  King  Edward's  Hairs, 
Wapping,  which  confumed  the 
fame,  with  the  Itock  in  trade,  and 
burnt  down  to  the  Star-brevvhoufe. 
It  is  computed  that  it  confumed  be- 
tween twenty  and  thirty  houfes  be- 
fore it  could  be  got  under,  the 
wind  blowing  very  hard,  and  no 
water  to  be  got  for  fome  time.  Se- 
veral other  houfes  were  damaged, 
as  were  fome  of  the  Ihipping  moor- 
ed near  the  flairs. 

15.  Yefterday  capt.  King  of  the 
Difcovery,  who  fucceeded  captain 
G6re  (advanced  to  the  command 
of  the  .Refolution  on  the  death  of 
capt.  Clarke)  was  prefentcd  to  his 
majefty  at  the  levee  by  the  lord  in 
waiting, accompanied  by  Mr. Banks, 
and  was  mofl  gracioufly  received. 
Captain  King  at  the  fame  time  had 
the  honour  to  prefent  to  his  majefty 
the  journals  kept  on  board  the  Dif- 
covery, in  their  voyage  to  the  north 
eafl:  extremity  of  Afia,  from  the  time 
that  he  fucceeded  to  the  command, 
till  their  arrival  in  England. 

Whitehall,  Feh.  17.  By  the  An- 
telope pacquet,  which  failed  from 
Charleilown  the  i^th  of  January, 
defpatches  have  been  received  from 
earl  Cornwallis,  major  general  Lef- 
lie,  and  lieutenant  colonel  Balfour, 
of  which  the  following  are  extra<Sts 
and  copies. 
ExtraH  of  a  Letter  from  Earl  Corn- 

ivallis  to  Lord  George  Germain^  one 

ef  his  majcjiy^s principal fecrctaries 
1781, 


ofjiate,  elated  at   Jfynnefboroughy 

Dec.  18,   17S0. 

As  your  lordlhip  will  doubtlefs  be 
glad  to  hear,  by  every  fafe  opportu- 
nity, the  ftate  of  affairs  in  thefouth- 
ern  diftridl,  I  have  the  honour  of 
tranfmitting  to  you  a  copy  of  my  let- 
ter to  the  commanderin  chief  on  the 
3d  of  this  month.  As  this  letter  ex- 
plains fully  our  paft  operations,  and. 
prefent  fituation,  I  have  only  to  add, 
that  major  general  Leflie  is  fafely  ar- 
rived,with  his  whole  fleet  atCharlef- 
town. 
Extras  of  a  Letter  from  Earl  Cora- 

^vallis  to  Sir  Henry  Cli'ton,    dated 

Camp  at  Wynnefiorough^    Dec.  3, 

1780. 

I  had  the  honour  to  inform  your 
excellency,  that  major  Fergufon 
had  taken  infinite  pains  with  fome 
of  the  militia  of  Ninety-fix.  He 
obtained  my  permiiTion  to  make  an. 
incurfion  into  Tryon  county,  whilfl 
the  ficknefs  of  my  army  prevented 
my  moving.  As  he  had  only  mi- 
litia and  the  fmall  remains  of  his 
own  corps,  without  baggage  or  ar- 
tillery, and  as  he  promifed  to  come 
back  if  he  heard  of  any  fupenor 
force,  I  thought  it  could  do  no 
harm,  and  might  help  to  keep  alive 
the  fpirits  of  our  friends  in  North 
Carolina,  which  might  be  damped 
by  the  flownefs  of  our  motions. 
The  event  proved  unfortunate, 
without  any  fault  of  major  Fergu- 
fon's.  A  numerous  and  unexpedl- 
ed  enemy  came  from  the  moun- 
tains. As  they  had  good  horfes  their 
movements  were  rapid  :  major  Fer- 
gufon was  tempted  to  flay  near  the 
mountains  longer  than  he  intend- 
ed, in  hopes  of  cutting  off  colonel 
Clarke  on  his  return  from  Geor- 
gia. He  was  not  aware  that  the 
enemy  were  fo  near  him  ;  and  in 
endeavouring  to  execute  my  orders 
of  pafhng  the  Catawaba  and  joining 
meat  Charlotte  town,he\vaj  attack- 
IB)  €d 
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ed  by  a  very  fuperior  force,  and  to- 
tally defeated  on  King's-mountam. 

Wynnciborough,  my  prelent  po- 
fition,  is  an  healthy  fpot,  well  fi- 
tuated  to  proteft  the  greateft  part 
of  the  northern  frontier,  and  to 
aflift  Camden  and  Ninety-fix. 

Sumpter  having  paired  the  Broad- 
river,  and  joined  Branan,  Clarke, 
&c.  I  detached  major  M'Arthur 
with  the  ift  battalion  of  the  7 lit 
and  63d  regiment,  after  having 
fent  my  aid-de-camp,  lieutenant 
Money,  to  take  the  command  ot  it, 
to  Brierly's  ferry,  on  Broad-river, 
in  order  to  cover  our  mills,  and  to 
give  fome  check  to  the  enemy  s 
march  to  Ninety-fix.  At  the  fame 
time  I  lecalled  lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton  from  the  low  country. 
Tarleton  was  fo  fortunate  as  topafs 
not  only  the  Wateree,  but  the 
Bro?d-river,vv^ithout  general  Sump- 
ter's  being  apprifed  of  it,  v/ho  hav- 
ing increafed  his  corps  to  one  thou- 
fand,  had  pafiTed  the  Ennoree,  and 
was  on  the  point  of  attacking  our 
hundred  militia  at  William's  houfe, 
fifteen  miles  from  Ninety-fix,  and 
where  I  believe  he  would  not  have 
met  with  much  refiftance.  Lieu- 
tenant colonel  Tarleton  would  have 
furprifed  him  on  the  fouth  of  En- 
noree, had  not  a  deferter  of  the 
6;d  f^iven  notice  of  his  march  :  he 
hmve^'ver  cut  to  pieces  his  rear- 
guard in  paffing  that  river,  and 
purfued  his  main  body  with  fuch 
rapidity,  that  he  could  not  fafely 
pafs  the  Tyger,  and  was  obliged  to 
halt  on  a  very  ftrong  pofition,  at  a 
place  called  Black  Stocks,  clofe  to 
It  Tarleton  had  with  him  only 
hi's  cavalry  and  the  6^d  mounted, 
his  infantry  ana  a  three-pounder 
being  feveral  miles  behind  him. 
The°enemv  not  being  able  to  re- 
treat with  fafety,  and  being  inform- 
ed of  Tarleton's  approach  and  want 
cf  infantry,  by  a  woman  who  paf- 


fed  him  on  the  march,  and  con- 
trived by  a  nearer  road  to  get  to 
them,  were  encouraged  by  their 
great  fuperiority  of  numbers,  and 
began  to  fire  on  the  63d,  who  were 
difmounted.  Lieutenant -colonel 
Tarleton,  to  fave  them  from  confi- 
derable  lofs,  was  obliged  to  attack, 
although  at  fome  hazard,  and  drove 
the  enemy  with  lofs  over  the  river; 
Sumpter  was  dangeroufly  wounded, 
three  of  their  colonels  killed,  and 
about  120  men  killed,,  wounded, 
or  taken.  On  our  fide  about  fifty 
were  killed  and  wounded.  Lieu- 
tenants Gibfon  and  Cope,  of  the 
63d,  were  amongft  the  former,  and 
my  aid-du-camp,  lieutenant  Mo- 
ney, who  was  a  moft  promifing  offi- 
cer, died  of  his  wounds  a  few  days 
after.  Lieutenant-colonel  Tarle- 
fon,  as  foon  as  he  had  taken  care  of 
his  wounded,  purfued  and  difper- 
fed  the  rem.aining  part  of  Sump- 
ter's  corps ;  and  then,  having  af- 
fembled  fome  militia  under  Mr. 
Cunningham,  whom  I  appointed 
brigadier-general  of  the  militia  of 
that  diftria,  and  who  has  by  far  the 
greateft  influence  in  that  country, 
he  returned  to  the  Broad  river, 
where  he  at  prefent  remains,  as  well 
as  major  M'Arthur,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Berkeley's-ferry. 

It  is  no  teafy  for  lieutenant-co- 
lonel Tarleton  to  add  to  the  repu- 
tation he  has  acquired  in  this  pro- 
vince; but  the  defeating  1000  men, 
pofted  on  very  ftrong  ground,  and 
occupying  log- houfes,  withigoca- 
valry,  and  eighty  infantry,  is  a, 
proof  of  that  fpirit  and  thofe  ta- 
lents, which  muft  render  the  moft 
effential  fervices  to  his  country. 
Lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton  com- 
mends much  the  good  behaviour  of 
the  officers  and  men  under  his  com- 
mand: and  he  particularly  men- 
tions lieutenant  Skinner,  of  the  loth 
reo-iment  of  infantry,  who  does  du- 
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ty  with  the   Jegion,  as  having  dif- 
tingnifhed  himfelf. 
Extra£l  of  a  Letter  from  Major-general 
Leflieto  LordGeorge  Germai undated 
Charlejionvn,  Daemhcr  ig,  1780. 
I  did  myfelf  the  honour  of  writ- 
ing  to   your   lordfhip,  at    fea,  on 
board  his  majefty's  fhip  the  Romu- 
Jus,    the    27th    ult.      From    hard 
gales,  and  contrary  winds,  we  did 
not  get  here  before  the  13th  curt. 
The  troops  are  all  arrived  in  great 
health:  we  met   with  no  lofs  ex- 
cept our  horfes.    Commodore  Gay- 
ton  paid   the  greateft   attention  in 
keeping  his  fleet  together,  and  dif- 
pofing  of  his  light  armed  vefTels  for 
the  protedlion  of  the  tranfports.     I 
found  orders  here   to  march  up  the 
country,  with  about  1530  men,  to 
join  lord  Cornwallis  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible  :  the  want  of  horfes  and  wa"-- 
gons  prevented  me  proceeding  on 
my  march  until  tiiis  day. 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lieut.  Col.  Bal- 
four, Co7umandant  at  Charlejloivti, 
to    Lord    George    Germain,    dated 
Charlejlov:n,  Jan.  16,   1781. 

My  lord, 
I  am  honoured  with  lord  Corn- 
vvallis's  directions  to  addrefs  myfelf 
to  your  lordfliip,  during  his'ab- 
fence  from  this  province,  and  to 
have  the  honour  of  informing  your 
lordlhip,  from  time  to  time,  of  the 
Itate  of  the  army,  and  the  iituation 
of  affairs  here. 

By  thelall  defpatches  from  lord 
Cornuallis,  which  were  dated  the 
nth  inft.  the  army  was  then  in 
motion,  and  advancing  towards 
North  Carolina,  fo  that  his  lord- 
fliip would  reach  Bullock  Creek, 
between  the  Catawaba  and  Broad 
Rivers,  by  the  i6th;  to  which  I 
am  happy  to  add,  that  the  troops 
under  his  command  were,  at  that 
time,  in  the  highcll  health. 

'I'he  lateft  accounts  of  the  ene- 
my inform  us,  that  general  Green, 


with  his  army,  is  at  Haly's  ferry, 
on  the  eartern  banks  of  the  Pedee. 

In  order  to  co-operate  with  lord 
Cornwallis's  views  on  Cape  Fear, 
and  to  afford  provifions  and  other 
fupplies  for  his  array,  a  fmall  force 
of  about  300  men,  under  major 
Craig,  of  the  82d  regiment,  will 
fail  from  hence  with  the  pacquet. 
Capt.  Barkley  in  the  Blonde,  with 
the  Delight  and  Otter  floops  of  war, 
will  convoy  this  corps,  and  will  co- 
operate with  the  troops  on  this  expe- 
dition, which,  I  truii,  will  be  fuc- 
cefsful,  and  give  us  pofTeilion  of 
Wilmington,  and  of  this  very  ef- 
fential  communication. 

It  is  with  pleafure  I  inform  your 
lordfhip,  that  many  of  the  princi- 
pal inhabitants  of  the  province, 
and  fomewho»held  the  chief  offi- 
ces under  the  late  rebel  powers, 
have  reverted  to  their  loyalty,  and 
declared  their  allegiance  to  his  ma- 
jefty's  government. 

I  have  alfo  the  f;itisfa6lIon  to  ac- 
quaint your  lordlhip,  that  major 
Rofs  and  capt,  Broderick  are  ar- 
rived with  the  defpatches ;  and  as 
the  former  gentleman  has  men- 
tioned to  me  your  lordlhip's  great 
anxiety  to  receive  frequent  infor- 
mation from  hence,  and  as  there 
has  of  late  been  no  eligible  convey- 
ance, I  have,  from  thefe  motives, 
taken  upon  me  to  change  the  courfe 
of  the  pacquet,  by  fending  her  di- 
reftly  home  j  to  which  I  have  been 
the  rather  induced,  as  a  Ihip  of 
war  is  fliortly  to  fail  for  New  York, 
and  will  take  with  her  the  com- 
mander in  chief's  defpatches,  and 
the  mail  for  that  place. 

Capt.  Maliom,  of  the  63d  regi- 
ment, an  officer  of  merit,  and  who 
is  returning  to  Europe,  for  the  re- 
covery of  his  health,  has  lord  Corn- 
wallis's diredions  to  deliver  this  def- 
patch  to  your  lordlhip.  I  am,  &c. 
H.  BALFOUR. 
(B  2)  WliiUhall^ 
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Unoltehall^  Feh.zQ,  1 781. 
ExtraB  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Henry 
Clitit07i  to  Lord  George  Cerinain^ 
one  of  his  Majefrfi  principal  Secre- 
taries of  State,  received  this  Morn- 
ing by  Lieutenant  Sir  William 
T'lvyfden^  iiio  arrived  in  the  Gran- 
tham P acquets  •  t'jhich  failed  from 
Sandy-Hook  the  igthof  laf  Month. 
On  the  3d  Inihint:  it  was  report- 
ed to  mCj  that  on  the  ifl  the  Pen- 
fylvania  line  had  revoited.  The 
particulars,  as  far  as  I  have  been 
able  to  ascertain  them,  and  the  fteps 
I  took  in  confequence,  are  contain- 
ed in  the  journal,  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  enclofe.  My  offers  reach- 
ed them  on  the  6th,  together  with 
a  declaration  of  the  admiral's  and 
mine,  as  commiffioners.  They  ad- 
Kiitted  two  of  their  g;enerals  to  a 
conference  on  the  7th  :  their  de- 
mands were  pay,  arrears  of  pay, 
the  depreciation  of  money  made  up 
to  them  according  to  the  different 
periods,  and  their  difcharges  from 
farther  fervice.  I  had  no  reafon  to 
fuppofe  they  intended  joining  us  ; 
nor  was  it  poffible  to  fay  what  mea- 
fures*they  meant  to  purfue,  until 
they  removed  at  adillance  from  us, 
and  delivered  over  two  of  our  mef- 
fengers  to  congrefs.  On  the  5th, 
notwithllanding  the  feafon  was  fo 
far  advanced,  I  made  a  movement 
with  the  elite  of  the  army  to  Staten 
ifland,  in  whi^h  fituation,  with  the 
affiftance  given  me  by  the  vice-ad- 
miral, of  a  fhip  of  war  and  .a  num- 
ber of  boats  to  co-operate  with  the 
army,  I  was  ready  to  ait  as  circum- 
ftances  might  make  neceffary  :  but 
until  I  iiad  fome  certain  informa- 
tion reipeding- their  intentions  or 
wilhes,  it  would  have  been  very  im- 
prudent for  me  to  have  dene  any 
thing  more  than  frvour  the  revolt, 
an^lter  an  afylum  ;  for  any  ftep 
farLT|:r  might  have  re-united  them 
to  their  opprcffors.     Ou  the  17  th 


1  received,  by  the  return  of  two  of 
my  meffengers,  the  eneiofed  print- 
ed papers,  by  which  I  plainly  favv 
that  there  was  an  appearance  of  an 
accommodation.  I  therefore  re- 
turned from  Staten  ifland;  and  the 
general  officer  1  left  in  the  com- 
mand there  feporting  to  me,  that 
the  troops  fufFered  much  from  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather,  and 
that  their  ftate  in  faft  might  be 
termed  a  continual  picquet,  I  or- 
dered thera  to  return  to  their  huts 
on  Long-ifland. 

It  is  impoffible  at  prefent  to  fay  in 
what  manner,  or  how  foon,  this  bufi- 
nefs  will  be  fettled  :  it  is  generall)«!- 
thought  congrefs  cannot  fatisfy  the 
demands  of  the  revolters,  and  it 
is  probable,  therefore,  they  may 
attempt  to  force  them  :  if  they  do, 
thefe  people  can  Hill  fall  back  up- 
on us,  as  there  is  no  force  in  the 
Jerfeys  to  prevent  them,  nor  any 
rivers  to  pafs  but  that  at  South  Am- 
boy,  which  our  Ihips  can  command* 

General  Wafhington  has  no£ 
moved  a  man  from  his  army  as  yet ; 
and  as  it  is  probable  their  demands- 
are  nearly  the  fame  with  the  Penn- 
fylvania  line,  it  is  not  thought 
likely  that  he  will.  I  am,  how- 
ever, in  a  fituation  to  avail  myfelf 
of  favourable  events  -  but  to  llir 
before  they  offer  might  mar  all. 

1  have  received  no  certain  intel- 
ligence from  the  fouthward  fince 
my  laft,  but  I  make  no  doubt  that 
general  Leflie  has  joined  lord  Corn- 
waJIis,  and  and  I  expedl  every  hour 
to  hear  that  the  rebels  have  quitted 
the  Carolinas ;  more  efpecially  a?^ 
brigadier-general  Arnold  arrived  in. 
the  Chefapeak  on  the  2d.  Rebel 
reports  fay  he  has  reached  Rich- 
mond, the  capital  of  Virginia. 

There  is  every  reafon  to  fuppofe 
that  Ethan  Allen  has  quitted  the 
rebel  caufe» 

Lieutenant  Sir  William   Twyf- 
den. 


OCCURRENCES. 


1781.] 

den,  of  the  Royal  Fufileers,  who 
has  requefted  my  perniiflion  to  re- 
turn to  Europe  on  his  own  private 
affairs,  will  have  the  honour  of  de- 
livering my  difpatches^  I  beg  leave 
to  refer  your  lord(hip  to  him  for 
farther  particulars,  particularly  with 
regard  to  the  operations  to  the 
fouthward. 

No.  I.  J  O  U  R  N  A  L. 
On  the  firft  of  January,  1781, 
the  troops  hutted  at  Morris- town, 
having  been  for  fome  time  much 
dilfatiified,  turned  out,  in  number 
about  1300,  declaring  they  would 
ferve  no  longer  unlefs  their  griev- 
ances were  redrefl'ed,  rw  they  had 
not  received  either  pay,  cloathing, 
or  provifions.  A  riot  enfued,  in 
which  an  officer  was  killed,  and 
four  wounded  ;  the  infurgents  had 
five  or  fix  wounded. 

They  then  collected  the  artillery, 
ftores,  provifions,  waggons,  &c. 
marched  out  of  camp,  and  pafled  by 
general  Wayne's  quarters,  who  fent 
a  mefiage  to  them,  requelting  them 
to  defiil,  or  the  confequences  would 
prove  fatal  :  they  refufed,  and  pro- 
ceeded on  their  march  till  evening, 
when  they  took  poll  on  an  advan- 
tageous piece  of  ground,  and  eledl- 
ed  officers  from  amongft  themfelves 
appointing  a  ferjeant-major,  who 
was  a  Britifh  deferter,  to  command 
them,with  the  rank  of  major  general. 
On  the  2d  they  marched  to  Mid- 
dlebrook,  and  on  the  third  to 
Prince-town. 

On  the  3d  a  meflage  v/as  fent 
them,  by  the  officers  from  the  camp, 
defiring  to  know  their  intentions, 
which  they  refufed  to  receive.  A 
flag  of  truce  was  fent  ;  to  which 
fome  anfwered,"that  they  had  ferved 
three  years  againfl:  their  inclina- 
tions, and  would  ferve  no  longer; 
others  faid  they  would  not  return, un- 
lefs their  grievances  were  redrefied. 
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The  firft  information  the  com- 
mander in  chief  received  of  this 
was  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  of 
January,  in  confequence  of  which 
a  large  corps  was  ordered  to  hold 
themfelves  in  readinefs  to  move  oa 
the  fhorteft  notice. 

On  the  4th  three  perfons  were 
fent  out  from  hence  to  them  with 
propofals  to  the  following  purport : 
,  "  To  be  taken  under  the  proteclion 
of  the  Britifh  government,  to  have 
a  free  pardon  for  all  former  of- 
fences, and  the  pay  due  to  them 
from  Congrefs, faithfully  paid  them, 
without  any  expectation  of  military 
fervice  (except  it  might  be  volun- 
tary) upon  condition  of  laying  down 
their  arms,  and  returnjng  to  their 
allegiance."  It  was  alio  recom- 
mended to  them  to  move  beyond 
the  South  river  ;  and  they  were  af- 
fured  a  body  of  Britifa  troops  fhould 
be  ready  to  proteft  them  whenever 
they  defired  it.  The  inability  of 
Congrefs  to  fatisfy  their  juft  de- 
mands, as  well  as  the  feverity  with 
which  they  would  be  treated,  (liould 
they  return  to  their  former  fervi- 
tude,  was  pointed  out  to  tl'iem. 
They  were  defired  to  fend  perfons 
to  Amboy,  to  meet  others  from  us, 
in  order  to  treat  farther. 

The  corps  ordered  to  be  in  rea- 
dinefs pafied  to  Staten  ifland,  on 
the  5th,  where  they  were  cantoned 
in  readinefs  to  move. 

The  infurgents  have  taken  poft 
at  Prince-Town,  frequent  meffages 
and  propofals  to  the  fame  effeft 
were  fent  out  ;  but  the  militia  of 
Jerfey  having  been  afiembled  foon 
after  the  meeting,  they  kept  fuch 
ilrift  watch  on  the  coaft,  and  on  the 
roads  leading  to  Prince-Town,  that 
the  utmoll:  difficulty  attended  com- 
municating with  them,  or  receiv- 
ing intelligence. 
1'he  infurgents  remalnedatPrince- 
(B   3)  Towa 
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Town  until  the  9th,  during  which 
time  propofais,  No.  2,  were  print- 
ed and  dillributcd  among  them, 
and  a  committee  of  Congrefs  fent 
to  treat  with  them,  of  which  ge- 
neral Sullivan,  Mr.  Mathews,  Mr. 
Arlee,  and  Dr.  Witherfpoon,  were 
member?. 

On  the  9th  they  moved  to  Tren- 
ton, and  on  the  loth  gave  the  an- 
fwer,  No.  3,  from  their  board,  com- 
pofed  of  ferjeants.  By  the  lart  ac- 
counts they  iiill  remain  at  Tren- 
ton ;  and  although  Congrefs  have 
difcharged  fome  of  them,  they  ftill 
refufe  to  quit  the  town  until  the 
whole  are  (ettled  with  for  all  their 
demands. 

The  name  of  the  infurgent  who 
commands  them  is  Williams. 
No.  I.   Propofah  made  to  the  non-com- 

v'.iffioJicd  officers  and  foldiers  of  the 

Penjyl-vania  Jinc,  at  Prince-Toivn, 

Jan.  7,    1781. 

His  excellency  Jofeph  Read,  Efq; 
prefident,  and  the  hon.  brigadier- 
general  Porter,  of  the  council  of 
Penfylvania,  having  heard  the  com- 
plaints of  the  foldiers,  as  repre- 
sented by  the  ferjeants, inform  them, 
that  they  arc  fully  authorifed  to 
redrefs  reafonable  grievances,  and 
they  have  the  fullell  difpofition  to 
make  them  as  eafy  as  poffible  ;  for 
which  end  they  propofe, 

I.  That  no  non-commifTioned  of- 
ficer or  foldier  fhall  be  detained  be- 
yond the  time  for  which  he  freely 
and  voluntarily  engaged ;  but  where 
they  appear  to  have  been  in  any  re- 
fpecl  compelled  to  enter  or  fign, 
fuch  enliltment  to  be  deemed  void, 
^nd  the;  foldier  difcharged. 

?,.  To  fettle  who  are  and  who  are 
not  to  be  bound  to  ftay,  three  per- 
fons  to  be  appointed  by  the  prefi- 
jdsnt  of  the  council,  who  are  to 
examine  into  the  terms  of  enlift- 
njent  j   where  fhp  original  enlift- 


ments  cannot  be  found,  the  foldier's 
oath  to  be  admitted  to  prove  the 
time  and  terms  of  enliftment,  and 
the  foldier  to  be  difcharged  upon 
his  oath  of  the  condition  of  the  en- 
liflment. 

3.  Wherever  any  foldier  has  en- 
lilted  for  three  years,  or  during  the 
war,  he  is  to  be  difcharged,  unlefs 
he  fhall  appear  afterwards  to  have 
re-enlifted  voluntarily  and  freely. 
The  gratuity  of  100  dollars  given 
by  congrefs  not  to  be  reckoned  as 
a  bounty,  or  any  man  detained  in 
confequence  of  that  gratuity.  The 
commiflioners  to  be  appointed  by 
the  prefident  and  council,  to  adjuft 
any  difficulties  which  may  arife  on 
this  article  alfo. 

4.  The  auditors  to  attend  as  foon 
as  poffible  to  fettle  the  depreciation 
with  the  foldiers,  and  give  them 
certificates.  Their  arrearages  of 
pay  to  be  made  up  as  foon  as  cir- 
cumftances  will  admit. 

5.  A  pair  of  fhoes,  over-alls,  ancj 
fhirt,  will  be  delivered  to  each  fol- 
dier in  a  few  days,  as  they  are  aU 
ready  purchafed,  and  ready  to  be 
fent  forward  whenever  the  line  fhall 
be  fettled.  Thofe  who  are  difcharg- 
ed to  receive  the  above  articles  at 
Trenton,  producing  the  general's 
difcharge. 

The  governor  hopes  that  no  fol- 
dier of  the  Penfylvania  line  will 
break  his  bargain,  or  go  from  the 
contrad;  made  with  the  public,  ^n4 
they  may  depend  upon  it,  that  the 
utmoll  care  will  be  taken  to  furnifli 
them  with  every  neceffary  fitting 
for  a  foldier.  The  governor  will 
recommend  to  the  fiate  to  take  fome 
favourable  notice  of  thofe  who  en- 
gaged for  the  war. 

The  commiffioners  will  attend  at 

Trenton  when  the  clothing  and  the 

ftores  will  be  immediately  brought, 

and  the  regiments  will    be  fettled 
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without  th&ir  order.  A  field  officer 
of  each  regiment  to  attend  during 
the  fettlemcnt  of  his  regiment. 

Purfuant  to  general  Wayne's 
orders  of  the  2d  inlt.  no  man  to  be 
brought  to  any  trial  or  cenfure  for 
what  has  happened  on  or  fince 
New-Year's  Day,  but  all  matters 
to  be  buried  in  oblivion. 

JOS.  REED. 
JAS.  POTTER. 
Trenton,  Jan.  jo,  1781.  His 
excellency's  propofals  being  com- 
municated to  the  different  regi- 
ments at  troop-beating  this  morn- 
ing, January  i,  1781. 

They  do  voluntarily  agree  in 
conjunftion,  that  all  the  foldiers 
who  were  eulifted  for  the  term  of 
three  years,  or  during  the  war,  ex- 
cepting thofe  whofe  terms  of  enlift- 
ment  are  not  expired,  ought  to  be 
difcharged  immediately,  with  as  lit- 
tle delay  as  circumitances  will  al- 
low, except  fuch  foldiers  who  have 
voluntarily  re-enlilled.  In  cafe  that 
any  foldier  fhould  difpute,  his  en- 
liftment  is  to  be  fettled  by  a  com- 
mittee and  the  foldier's  oath.  The 
remainder  of  his  excellency's  and 
the  honourable  board  of  committee's 
propofal  is  founded  upon  honour 
and  juftice;  but  in  regard  to  the 
honourable  board  fetting  forth, 
that  there  will  be  appointed  three 
perfons  to  fit  as  a  committee  to  re- 
drefs  our  grievances  ;  it  is  therefore 
the  general  demand  of  the  line  and 
the  board  of  ferjeants,  that  we  Ihall 
appoint  as  many  members  as  of  the 
oppofite,  to  fit  as  a  committee  to 
determine  jointly  upon  our  unhap- 
py aftairs.  As  the  path  we  tread 
is  julHce,  and  our  footfteps  founded 
upon  honour,  therefore  we  unani- 
moufly  do  agree,  that  there  fliould 
be  fomething  done  towards  a  fpeedy 
redrefs  of  our  prcfent  grievances. 
Signed,  by  order  of  the  board, 
V/.  BOWZER,  Sec. 


Purfuant  to  your  excellency's  de- 
mand concerning  the  two  emiffaries 
from  the  Britifli,  the  board  of  com- 
mittee refolved,  that  thofe  men 
fliould  be  delivered  up  to  the  fu- 
preme  authority,  in  order  to  fhovv 
that  we  would  remove  Qxevy  doubt 
of  fufpicion  andjealoufy. 

Alfo  that  the  men  maydifperfe 
upon  being  difcharged  and  deliver- 
ing up  their  arms,  &c. 

Signed  by  the  board,  in  the 

Prefident's  abfence, 
DANIEL  CONNEL,  member. 

Trenton,  Jan.  10,    1 7  8 1 . 

Sir  William  Twifden,  \yho  did 
not  fail  for  Sandy-Hook  till  the 
29th,  was  informed  before  his  de- 
parture by  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  that 
the  revolted  troops  ftili  remained 
at  Trenton,  and  were  intrenching 
themfelves  there ;  and  that  the 
New  Jerfey  brigade  had  alfo  re- 
volted for  the  fame  reafons  as  the 
others,  and  were  marching  towards 
Elizabeth  Town  ;  and  major  gene-i- 
ral  Robertfon  was  orde;-ed  toScatea 
Illand  upon  that  occafion. 

21.  Yellerday  advice  was  re- 
ceived that  the  Atlas,  a  French 
man  of  war  of  64  guns,  had  beea 
loft  in  the  late  ilorm,  and  every 
perfon  on  board  had  periihed.  The 
Atlas,  with  three  other  fliips  of  the 
line,  failed  from  Brclt,  and  were 
cruifing  to  the  weftward,  in  hopes 
of  meeting  with  the  homev/ard- 
bound  Eall-Indiamen,  when  ,  they 
met  with  a  violent  gale  of  wind, 
which  difmafted  two  of  them  ;  one 
was  driven  on  (hore,  and  was,  with 
the  greatell  difliculty,  after  throw- 
ing her  guns,  over-board,  got  off; 
the  Atlas  went  immediately  down. 

22.  Yefterday  was  obi'erved 
throughout  the  kingdom  as  a  gene- 
ra! fait. 

The  following  letter,  giving  an 

authentic  account  of  the  lofs  of  the 

General  Barker  Eail-Indiaman,  v/aa 
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received  yeflerday  at  the  Eaft-India 
houfe  from  the  poft-office. 

Harivich,   Feh,  20. 
To  ANTHONY  TODD,  Efq. 
S  I  R, 

As  the  lofs  of  the  General  Barker 
Eaft-Indiaman  is  not  known  with 
certainty  by  thofe  concerned  :  lam 
/brry  to  fend  a  confirmation,  which 
I  have  from  captain  P.  Baggot,  of 
the  earl  of  Befborough  packet. 
The  Eafl-Indiaman  was  on  fhore 
between  Scheveling  and  Catwyck  : 
the  crew  are  all  fafe  but  taken  pri- 
foners :  the  fhip  is  entirely  difmaft- 
ed  and  wrecked. 

I  am,  your  humble  fervant, 
CHARLES  COX,  agent. 
Extra^   of  a  letter  from  Dumfries^ 
Feh.  13. 

*'  23.  On  Sunday  night  laf:  it 
began  to  blow  a  firong  gale  of  wind, 
accompanied  with  rain,  which  con- 
tinued without  intermiffion,  till 
Sunday  night  at  twelve  o'clock. 
The  violence  of  the  wind,  from 
the  fouth  weft,  occafioned  the  high- 
eft  tide  in  the  River  Nith  on  Sun- 
day that  has  been  remembered  thefe 
thirty  years.  Near  600  acres  of 
arable  land,  in  the  par'fh  of  Car- 
laverock,  were  laid  many  feet  under 
water ;  the  fences  totally  deftroy- 
cd,  and  feveral  acres  entirely  fwept 
away.  Five  men  who  went  into 
the  tide  to  fave  their  cattle,  got 
out  with  great  difficulty  ;  they  left 
feveral  of  their  ihecp.  The  River 
Annan  has  made  a  paflage  by  the 
weft  end  of  Annan  bridge  ;  and  the 
bridge  over  the  River  Line,  be- 
twixt Annan  and  Long  Town,  is 
entirely  fwept  away,  both  on  the 
military  road,  which  prevented  the 
arrival  of  the  London  poft  yefter- 
day  till  fix  o'clock  at  night." 

24.  Thurfday  night  about  twelve 
o'clock,  James  Pearce,  one  of  the 
XoW  colledors  at  Colnebrook  tuni^ 


pike,  was  inhumanly  murdered, 
by  fome  perfon  or  perfcns  unknown, 
in  the  turnpike  houfe,  by  beating 
oat  his  brains  and  one  of  his  eyes 
with  a  poker. 

A  melancholy  accident  happened 
a  few  days  ago  at  Blue-ftreet,  near 
Penhill,  Surrey,  At  night  as 
Thomas  Squire,  his  wife,  and  mo- 
ther, were  going  to  bed,  they 
lighted  a  brafier  of  charcoal  in  the 
room  where  they  lay,  on  account 
of  the  extreme  coldnefs  of  the  \\»ea- 
ther,  by  which,  it  is  fuppofed,  they 
were  all  fuftbcated,  being  all  three 
found  next  morning  dead  in  their 
beds.  What  renders  it  more  me-, 
lancholy,  the  wife  was  far  advanced 
in  her  pregn,incy,  and  expelled  to 
lie-in  in  a  very  few  days. 

27.  Letters  from  G4afgow,  Paif-^ 
ley,  Dunbar,  Montrofe,  Brechin, 
and  almoft  every  town  and  village 
in  Scotland,  give  accounts  of  rejoic- 
ings and  illuminations  on  receiving 
the  news  of  lord  G  Gordon's  ac^- 
quittal,  which  were  conduced  with 
decency  and  good  order. 

28.  This  day  the  feflions  at  the 
Old  Bailey  ended,  when  the  fol- 
lowing convifts  received  fentence  of 
death,  viz.  William  Ruftel,  John 
Lamb,  Henry  Webber,  Eb^oezer 
Hancup,  for  different  highway- 
robberies;  Jane  Vincent,  for  rob- 
bing Anne  Evers  in  a  houfe  in 
Lukener's-lane,  where  flie  was  fent 
for  under  pretence  of  wanting  z, 
midwife,  but  when  flie  came  there 
fne  found  herfelf  in  the  hands  of 
ruffians,  who  ftript  her  of  all  ftie 
had  valuable  about  her;  Catherine 
Dicks,  for  perfonating  the  next  of 
kin  to  Pvichard  Wallifter,  deceafed, 
late  a  feamen  on  board  the  navy, 
taking  a  falfe  oath,  in  order  to  re.-- 
ceive  the  wages  of  the  faid  Wal- 
lifter  ;  and  Th.  Dicks,  for  inciting 
her   to   take  the    faid  oath ;  and 
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Sufannah  Steward,  for  Healing 
poods  to  a  confiderable  amount 
from  William  Turner,  to  whom 
fhe  had  been  fervant  only  leven 
days. 

MARCH. 

2.  Laft  night  the  delegates  at 
6erjeants-lnn-Hall,  after  hearing 
Mr.  Dunning,  Mr.  Bearcroft,  and 
Dr.  Harris,  fet  afide  the  decree  of 
the  late  Sir  George  Hay  which 
confirmed  the  legality  of  the  mar^ 
riage  abroad  of  Mr.  Morris  with 
Mifs  Harford,  and  referred  the 
parties  to  the  commons  to  go  on  in 
the  proceedings.  The  court  broke 
up  at  nine  o'clock,  and  the  com- 
jniflion  was  diffolved. 

On  Tuefday  laft  a  moft  violent 
ilorm  of  wind  broke  from  \V.  N. 
W.  and  did.  confiderable  damage  to 
the  {hipping.  It  was  feverely  felt 
at  Spithead,  where  the  Portland  of 
50  guns  loft  her  mizen  mall: ;  the 
Prothee  of  64  guns,  and  Latham 
outward-bound.  Indiamen,  drove 
gfhore,  but  got  off.  Several  other 
ihips  received  confiderable  damage, 
and  fome  were  loft  along  the  coaft. 

At  Blundworth,  in  Hampfliire, 
the  violence  of  the  ftorm  was  dread- 
ful. In  lefs  than  three  hours  fcarceiy 
ahoufe  but  what  wasftriptof  its  tiles 
and  thatch ;  three  houfes  were 
blown  down,  and  not  a  tree  of  any 
lize  left  -ftanding  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. For  ten  miles  round  few 
houfes  efcaped  without  damage, 
jnore  or  lefs. 

The  following  account  of  the  lofs 
of  the  General  Barker  Eaft  Jndia- 
man  feems  to  be  authentic.  "  In 
the  hard  gale  of  wind  which  came 
on  between  11  and  12  at  night  on 
the  1 2th  of  February,  we  parted 
with  three  cables  a-head,  and  foon 
sfter  loft  every  anchor  and  cable  we 


had.  The  following  day  we  fired 
feveral  fignals  of  diftrefs,  but  could 
get  no  affiftance.  We  were  at  lail 
drifted  againft  the  Kcntilh  Knock, 
were  we  lay  for  fix  hours ;  by  the 
help  of  a  ftrong  tide  we  got  ofl"  in 
the  evening,  but  not  without  the 
lofs  of  all  our  boats,  and  cutting 
away  our  main  and  mizen  mafts. 
The  gale  continuing  on  the  15th, 
we  were  driven  on  fliore  on  the 
coaft  of  Holland,  in  which  dread- 
ful fituation  we  remained  all  night, 
expedting  every  moment  to  be  our  ' 
laft,  and  in  which  horrid  fufpencc 
15  of  the  crew  aflually  perjihed„ 
In  the  morning  the  Dutch  very 
humanely  came  oat  to  our  affiftance, 
and  refcued  about  60  of  us  from  a 
fituation  moreeafily  to  be  imagined, 
than  defcribcd." 

Home,  Fch,  3. 
The  workmen  have  begun  to  dig 
near  the  Sepulchre  of  Vibius,  vul- 
garly called  Nero's  Tomb.  They 
have  found  the  ftatue  of  a  woman 
of  exquifite  workmanfhip  ;  the 
drapery  and  the  head-drefs,  fuch 
as,  by  tradition,  were  in  fafhiion  in 
Julia's  time.  The  marble  ftatue 
of  a  child  has  alfo  been  difcovered, 
together  with  a  cofHn  of  an  ex- 
traordinary fize,  and  five  figures 
reprefenting  as  many  bacchanals. 
On  the  lid  is  an  infcription  of  Lo- 
canius,  a  lawyer,  and  prefedl  of  the 
fentries.  In  the  coffin  were  found 
a  few  remnants  in  gold  of  the 
magnificent  wrappers  that  were  fet 
round  it.  Some  people  employed 
by  the  marquis  Camilla  MaiTini  at 
his  feat  at  Polombaxa,  have  dug 
out  feveral  remnants  of  ftatues,  and, 
by  a  farther  excavation,  two  half-r 
length  ftatues,  one  of  which  re- 
prefents  Efculapius,  but  of  a  very 
indifferent  workmanftiip;  alfo  (in 
feveral  pieces  which  will  be  eafily 
put  together)  a  figure  of  Hercules 
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without  arms.  The  marquis,  hav- 
ing alfo  perceived  feveral  ruins,  is 
determined  to  go  on  with  a  work 
'which  proraifes  feme  curious  dif- 
coveries. 

3.  The  reafon  of  general  Lee's  be- 
ing difmiffed  from  the  ferviceof  the 
Americans  lall  year  was  on  account 
of  his  fending  the  following  letter 
to  the  prefident  of  the  congrefs : 
*'  S  I  R,  Berkky^Couniy. 

"  I  underftand  that  it  is  in  con- 
templation of  congrefs,  on  the 
principles  of  oeconomy,  to  ftrike 
me  out  of  their  fervice.  Congrefs 
muft  know  very  little  of  me,  if  they 
fuppofe  that  I  would  accept  of  their 
money,  fince  the  confirmation  of 
the  wicked  and  infamous  fentence 
which  was  paffed  upon  me. 

i  am.  Sir, 
*'  Your  mofl:  obedient  fervant, 
"  CHARLES  LEE. 

"  P.  S.  Excufe  my  not  writing 
in  my  own  hand,  as  it  is  wounded." 

In  confequenee  of  the  above  let- 
ter, which  was  read  in  a  meeting 
of  the  congrefs,  a  motion  was  made 
by  Mr.  M'Clene,  feconded  by 
Mr.  Penn,  "  That  major-general 
Charles  Lee  be  informed,  that  con- 
grefs have  no  farther  occafion  for 
his  fervices  in  the  armies  of  the 
United  ftatesj"  which  was  agreed 
to. 

This  refolution  being  notified  to 
general  Lee,  he  wrote  a  letter  ad- 
drefled  to  the  prefident  of  the  con- 
grefs, which  was  read  in  a  full 
meeting  of  that  body,  and  contain- 
ed the  following  palTiiges  : 

*'  1  unfortunately,  Sir,  received 
letters  from  two  friends,  whofe 
zeal  for  my  fervice  was  greater  than 
their  intelligence  was  authentic, 
informing  me  that  the  fame  men, 
who  by  art  and  management  had 
brought  about,  in  a  thin  houfe,  the 
i 


confirmation  of  the  abfurd,  and  ini- 
quitous fentence  of  the  court-mar- 
tial, were  determined  to  purfue 
the  matter  ftill  farther,  and,  oa 
the  pretence  of  ceconomy,  to  make 
a  motion  for  the  final  removal  of 
me  from  the  army,  as  an  incum- 
brance. It  happened,  that  at  the 
very  moment  thefe  letters  came  to 
my  hands  I  was  very  much  indif- 
pofed,  fo  as  not  to  be  able  to  write 
myfelf,  and  at  the  fame  time  my 
horfes  were  at  the  door  to  carry  me 
down  the  country,  where  bufinefs 
called  me.  The  bodily  pain  t  was 
in,  joined  to  the  mifinformation  I 
received,  ruffled  my  temper  beyond 
all  bounds,  and  the  neceflity  of  fet- 
ting  out  immediately  prevented 
me  giving  myfelf  time  toconfiderof 
the  propriety  or  impropriety  of 
what  I  was  about ;  and  thus  thefe 
tv/o  circumllances  concurring  gave 
birth  to  the  note  which  I  didated, 
which  no  man  can  more  fincerely 
reprobate  then  I  do  myfelf,  and 
for  which  I  moft  fincerely  beg 
pardon  of  the  congrefs.  But, 
Sir,  I  muft  entreat,  that  in  thus 
acknowledging  the  impropriety 
and  ^  indecorum  of  my  conduft 
in  this  affair,  it  may  not  be  fup- 
pofed  I  mean  to  court  a  reftora- 
tion  to  the  rank  I  held;  fo  far  from 
it,  that  I  do  affiire  them,  had  not 
this  incident  fallen  out,  I  fliould 
have  requefted  congrefs  to  have  ac- 
cepted of  my  refignation,  as,  from 
obvious  reafons,  whilft  the  army  is 
continued  in  its  prefent  circum- 
ftances,  I  could  not  have  ferved 
with  fafety  and  dignity." 

4.  Yefterday  the  caufe  between 
Mr.  Langdale  and  the  city  of  Lon- 
don came  on  at  Guild-hall,  before 
Mr.  Judice  Buller  and  a  fpecial 
jury.  Mr.  Langdale  brought  his 
action  againft  the  late  lord  mayor 
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upon  the  riot  afl,  to  recover  the 
damage  he  fuftained  by  the  de- 
ftruftion  of  his  premifes  and  goods 
by  the  mob  during  the  late  diftur- 
bances,  which  he  eilimated  at 
51,559/.  I2.f.  ']d.  and  the  jury  gave 
a  verdift  for    18,725/.    \os. 

After  the  above,  came  on  the 
aftions  of  Mr.  Charlton  of  Cole- 
man flreet,  and  Mr.  Malo  of  Moor- 
£elds  ;  when  the  former  had  a  ver- 
dift  for  900/.  and  the  latter  for 
3667/. 

6.  Yeflerday  Charles  Logic, 
Efq.  his  majefty's  late  conful  gene- 
ral at  Morocco,  arrived  in  town 
with  difpatches  from  governor 
Elliot  of  Gibraltar.  Before  conful 
Logic  left  Morocco,  the  emperor, 
under  the  influence  of  the  gifts  he 
had  received  from  the  iJpanifh 
court,  threatened  the  inhabitants 
of  Tangier  with  the  moli  dreadful 
efFedsof  his  refentmentif  they  held 
any  friendihip  with  the  Englifh  ; 
and  at  his  injunction,  50  of  the 
principal  inhabitants  went  to  the 
conful's  houfe,  and  demanded  an 
audience.  On  an  interview  being 
given,  they  fucceflively  went  up  to 
Mr.  Logic,  fpit  in  his  f;ice,  point- 
ed their  daggers  to  his  breafl,  and 
called  him  by  every  opprobrious 
appellation  that  could  be  ufed.  Mr. 
Logic  reports,  that  the  greateH: 
fcarcity  of  grain  prevailed  through 
the  country,  no  lain  haying  fallen 
for  thefe  three  lail  years. 
T-'"ie)ina^   Feb,  I  2. 

The  prefs  is  already  put  upon  a 
much  fairer  footing  than  it  was  on 
during  the  ,late  reign,  as  may  be 
feen  by  a  few  articles  of  the  edii51: 
fent  down  to  the  ofHce  by  his  im- 
perial majefty,  all  written  with  his 
own  hand  : 

1.  All  reviews  (of  which  there 
are  a  great  multitude  in  Germany) 
fiiay  be  circulated  without  liccnfe  i 


thofe   relating  to  publications   on. 
Ecclefiaftical  Hiftory  not  excepted. 

2.  So  likewife  all  books  on  the 
fubjedls  of  medicine,  or  law  ;  fuch 
medical  books  excepted,  in  which 
fecret  noflrums  are  advercifed. 

3.  All  ftridures  on  the  condufl: 
of  the  throne  itfelf  may  be  publifh- 
ed  in  full  fecurity,  fo  they  do  not 
prefent  themfelves  in  the  form  of 
pafquinades.  '*  If  there  be  any 
thing  juft  in  them,  (fays  his  ma- 
jefty)  we  fhall  profit  by  them  ;  if 
not,  we  Ihall  difregard  them."  A 
noble  obfervation  i'urely  !  ftrongly 
charatElerizing  the  magnanimity  of 
the  heart  that  diflated  it. 

4.  So  likewife  all  writing  on  re- 
ligious fubjefts,  provided  they  do 
not  attack  any  of  the  three  religions 
ellablifhed  in  the  Roman  Empire 
(the  Roman  Catholic,  Lutheran, 
and  Calvinift)  in  any  of  their  fun- 
damental points. 

5.  So  likewife  all  political  ncwf- 
papers  and  pamphlets  without  ex- 
ception ;  and  many  other  articles. 

II.  Yeflerday  came  on  in  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench,  Guildhall, 
before  lord  Mansfield  and  a  jury, 
part  fpecial  and  part  common,  the 
trial  of  Mr.  Alderman  Ken  net,  late 
lord  mayor  of  London,  for  having 
(as  the  indiftment  let  forth)  vyil- 
fully,  obflinately,  and  contemptu- 
oufly  neglefted  to  do  his  duty  dur- 
ing the  riots  in  June  lalL  After 
hearing  feveral  witnefles  for  the 
profecutlon,  and  others  in  favour 
of  alderman  Kennet,  the  judge 
fummed  up  the  evidence,  and  left 
ir  to  the  jury  to  bring  in  their  ver- 
did  ;  which  they  did  in  thefe 
words,  "  guilty  of  negleft  of  duty 
only,"  But  being  afterwards  in- 
formed that  this  verdift  was  irre- 
gular, that  the  verdiiSl  mufl  be  ge- 
neral, guilty  or  not  guilty,  and 
that  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  the 
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court  to  receive  every  favourable 
circumftance  in  exculpation  of  the 
defendant's  conduft,  before  any 
judgment  was  given  againft  him, 
the  jury  brought  in  their  verdi6l 
guilty. 

JJmiraltv-  office^   March  13,    i  7 S  i . 
JExtra^  of  a   letter  from   lieutenant 
Inglis^     cotnmanding    his    majefy^s 
Jloop  Zephyr,  to  Mr.  Stephens,  tiat- 
ed  Spithead,  March  11,  1781. 
Pleafc  to  acquaint  their  lordfliips 
of  his  majeily's  iloop  Zephyr,   un- 
der my  command,  being  arrived  at 
Spithead  from  the  coaft  of  Africa, 
after  a  paffage  of  57  days. 

I  likewife  have  the  honour  of  ac- 
quainting their  lordfhips,  that  on 
the  31ft  of  Oiflober  lall,  being  juft 
returned  to  Goree  from  a  cruife,  I 
received  intelligence  from  governor 
Wall  of  a  French  frigate  of  24  guns 
being  in  Gambia  river,  which  had 
taken  two  tranfports  and  two  floops 
there,  wooding  and  watering  for 
the  garifon  of  Goree.  I  immediate- 
ly failed,  with  the  Polly  Letter  of 
Marque,  mounting  16  fhort  four- 
pounders,  with  30  men  under  my 
command,  agreeably  to  the  advice 
of  governor  Wall. 

On  the  2d  of  November,  at 
eleven  A.  M.  being  at  the  entrance 
of  the  river,  faw  four  fail  at  anchor 
oiF  Berra  Point ;  found  them  to  be 
one  of  the  tranfports,  two  floops, 
and  a  French  frigate;  the  tranf- 
port  mounted  16  gun?,  and  was, 
as  I  heard,  manned  with  French- 
men and  negroes,  belonging  to 
Albedra,  on  the  banks  of  Gambia, 
and  interefted  with  the  French. 
At  twelve,  the  tranfport  and  two 
floops  were  fet  on  fire,  the  other 
tranfport  being  burnt  the  preced- 
ing day.  At  one  P.  M.  the  ene- 
my's (hip  being  under  weigh,  and 
the  Zephyr  within  piftol-fhot  of 
her,  a  warm   aftion   enfued,    and 


Jaded  till  four  P.  M.  when  through 
chafing  the  Zephyr  and  enemy 
grounded  (at  very  near  low  water) 
as  clofe  to  each  other  as  before, 
which  occafioned  the  adlion  to  be 
renewed  with  redoubled  violence, 
hence  more  relembling  two  bat- 
teries on  fliore  than  a  fea  fight. 
During  the  greateft  part  of  the 
asTtion,  the  Letter  of  Marque  was 
anchored  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
a-llern ;  but  notwithftanding,  a  con- 
tinual fire  was  kept  up  by  the 
Zephyr  and  the  enemy  till  fix, 
when  the  enemy  ftruck,  with  the 
lofs  of  i2  men  killed  and  28  wound- 
ed ;  the  Zephyr  two  killed  and 
wounded,  her  bowfprit,  maintop- 
mall,  and  maiti  yards  fhot  away, 
her  hull,  mafts,  yards,  fails,  and 
rigging  very  much  fhattered,  info- 
much  that,  with  the  greatefl  diffi- 
culty, on  the  12th  we  arrive(i,at 
Goree.  During  the  whole  of  the 
action,  the  Zephyr  was  in  the  ut- 
moft  danger  from  fire-rafts,  both 
under  the  bow  and  ftern  ;  luckily 
the  deftrudlive  intentions  of  the 
enemy  proved  abortive. 

After  boarding  the  enemy,  found 
her  to  be  the  Senegal  (lieutenant 
commandant  Allery)  a  French 
king's  ihip,  mounting  18  fix- 
pounders,  and  1 26  men,  but  fought 
the  Zephyr  with  22,  owing  to 
tranfporting  guns.  She  was  for- 
merly the  P.acehorfe,  commanded 
by  lord  Mulgrave,  and  lately  the 
Senegal,  in  his  majefty's  fervice. 
As  Ihe  was  ofgreat  detriment  to  his 
majelly's  trading  fubjefts  on  the 
coail  of  Africa,  the  taking  of  her 
gives  me  the  utmoft  pleafure  and 
fatisfadion. 

On  our  arrival  on  the  12th  at 
Goree,  from  Gambia,  governor 
Wall  gave  me  information  of  two 
vefi'els  being  off  Senegal  bar,  tak- 
ing in  gum.     Ready  to  aft  con- 
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fonant  with  his  information,  though 
in  fo  fhatcered  a  condition,  and  the 
Senegal  not  condemned,  from 
which  the  property  of  the  cap;prs 
was  at  Itake,  we  chearfuliy  con- 
fented  to  proceed  in  purfuit  of  the 
apparent  fuccefs ;  but  the  wind  be- 
ing at  N.  li  dire(5tly  contrary,  and 
the  Zephyr  in  an  infirm  fituation, 
after  beating  five  days  out  at  fea, 
the  fhips  were  obliged  to  return  to 
Goree,  in  order  to  refit,  on  purpofe 
that  we  might  a  fecond  time  be 
able  to  attempt  the  expedition. 

On  our  return  the  condemnation 
of  the  (hip  Senegal  was  entered 
upon,  and  the  judge  Advocate  de- 
manding an  inventory,  proper 
oificers  and  men  were  fent  from  the 
^ephyr  for  that  purpofe,  and  that 
of  refitting  her  for  the  aforefaid  ex- 
pedition ;  but,  alas!  through  fome 
unknown  caufe,  on  the  2zd  of  No- 
vember fhe  was  unhappily  blown 
up,  with  the  lofs  of  lieutenant 
George  Crofts,  and  22  others,  of- 
ficers and  feamen,  fpecified  by  the 
cnclofed  lift. 

I   flatter    myfelf  their    lordfliips 
will  fhovv  all  neceffary  indulgence 
to  the  officers  and  feamen's  friends, 
who  nobly  and  gallantly  fupported 
me  in  the  laceaftion,  and  unluckily 
fuffered  by  the  above  accident. 
^  lijl  of  the  office's  a7id feameti  ^  he- 
longiyig  to  his  majefty*s  Jhip  Z-vphyr^ 
Hjoho  ivere  hlovjn  up  in  the  French 
hinges  frigate  la  Senegal^  lieutenant 
cilery,   co/umaiider^   07i  the  ZZd  ef 
Nov.  1780. 
George  Crofts,  lieut. 
Francis  Fyffe,  mate. 
Land.  Rutherford,  able. 
T .  Harris,  boatfwain.  , 
W.  Tramplett,  gunner. 
Tho,  Nefbitt,  clerk. 
J.  Croker,  capt.  mate. 
J.  Parminter,  failmaker. 
P.  M'Kevvcn,  Qr.  gun. 


Henry  Clark,  able. 
Mark  Short,  ditto. 
Henry  Fudge,  ditto. 
George  Williams,  able, 
John  Oakes,  ditto. 
Cabel  Cornwall,  ditto. 
And.  Buchanan,  ditto. 
\V.  Forfyth,  capt.  fta*. 
John  Lawlers,  able. 
Tho.  Smith,  ditto. 
Wm,  Baker,  ditto, 
Tho.  Crofs,  ditto. 
]o  Hall,  ditto. 
'Iho.  O'Hara,  ditto. 

Whitehall,  March  13,  1781. 
This  morning  captain  M'Allifter, 
aid-du-camp  to  the  honourable 
major-general  Vaughan,  comman- 
der in  chief  of  his  majefty's  forces 
in  the  leeward  iflands,  arrived  at 
lord  George  Germaine's  office 
with  defpatches  from  ma;jor-general 
Vaughan  to  his  lordflup,  of  which 
the  following  is  copy  and  extrafts  : 
Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  honourable 
major-general  Vaughan^  to  lord 
George  Germain,  dated  Fort  George f 
St.  EuJ/atius,  Feh.  7,  1781. 
I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your 
lordfhip  of  the  arrival  of  the  Chil- 
ders  brig  at  Barbadoes  on  the  27th. 
ult.  with  your  lordfhip's  defpatches, 
tranfmitting  to  me  his  majefty's 
commands  ;  and,  in  obedience  ta 
them,  immediately  embarked  on 
board  the  Sandwich,  and  proceed- 
ed with  all  poffible  expedition  to 
St.  Euftatius,  and  anchored  berore 
the  town  about  two  o'clock  on  the 
3d  inft.*and  in  conjunftion  with 
the  admiral,  fummoned  the  go- 
vernor to  make  an  immediate  fur- 
render  of  the  ifland  and  all  its  de- 
pendencies, which  fummons  I  have 
the  honour  to  inclofe  to  your  lord- 
fhip, and  alfo  the  governor's  anfwer. 
On  the  following  day  I  dilpatched 
a  proper  detachment  to  the  iflands 
of  St.   Martia  and   Saba,   which 
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have  likewlfe  fubmitted  to  his  ma- 
jefty's  arms. 

The  efFefts  found  in  this  place 
prove  to  be  very  confiderable  ;  the 
whole  ifland  being  one  continued 
ftore  of  French,  American,  and 
Dutch  property.  The  particulars 
it  is  not  in  my  power  at  prefent  to 
afcertain. 

I  have  inclofed  your  lordfhip  a 
return  of  the  artillery  found  here. 

Captain  M'Allifter,  my  aid-du- 
camp,  will  have  the  honour  to  de- 
liver this,  and  give  your  lordlhip 
any  farther  information.  He  is  a 
very  deferving  good  officer  ;  and  I 
could  wilh  particularly  to  recom- 
mend him  to  your  lordlhip's  fa- 
vour. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
J.  VAUGHAN. 
ExtrdH  of  a  private  letter  from  the 

honourable  major-general  yaughan 

to  lord  George  Germain^  dated  Fort 

George,     St.    Eiftatia,     Feb,    7, 

1781. 

Give  me  leave  to  congratulate 
your  lordfliip  upon  the  furrender  of 
St.  Euftatius  and  its  dependencies, 
a  blow,  '  I  think,  in  its  confe- 
quences,  which  caonot  but  be  moft 
fenfibly  felt  by  the  enemy,  as  it 
has  hitherto  been  the  fourceof  moll 
eflential  fuccour  to  them,  and,  I 
am  well  informed  here,  nothing 
could  have  fo  deeply  aftefted  the 
Americans  as  this. 

This  ifland,  my  lord,  is  made 
up  of  a  colleftion  of  confiderable 
property  belonging  to  the  French, 
Dutch,  and  Americans.      * 

I  have  alfo  the  pleafure  to  inform 
your  lordfliip  that  the  capture  of 
ihipping  is  immenfe,  and  what  yet 
adds  to  our  fuccefs,  is  the  overtak- 
ing a  convoy  that  had  accidentally 
failed  for  Europe  before  our  arrival, 
confifting  of  between  twenty  and 
thirty  large  Ihips  laden  with  fugar, 


convoyed  by  a  Dutch  flag  fhip  of 
60  guns,  the  admiral  of  which 
would  not  liften  to  any  remon- 
ftrance,  and  was  killed  in  an  en- 
gagement with  the  Monarch.  The 
number  of  fliips  captured,  amounts 
all  together  to  upwards  of  200,  be- 
fides  the  above  flag  fliip,  and  a  fri- 
gate of  38  guixs. 

The  confternation  that  reigns 
here  at  prefent  is  inconceivable  :  it 
is  a  fl;roke  they  fo  little  expefled, 
that  they  could  fcarcely  believe 
lieutenant  colonel  Cockburne, 
whom  I  fent  with  the  fummons.— 
We  took  pofl"eflion  to  the  amount 
of  at  leafl:  three  millions  of  money, 
and  what  gives  me  particular  plea- 
fure to  find  is,  that  Amfterdam 
will  bear  the  chief  weight  of  the 
lofs. 

The  Fort,  before  called  Fort 
Orange,  I  now  have  the  honour  to 
call  Fort  George,  and  have  garri- 
foned  it,  and  provided  for  the  fe- 
curity  of  St.  Martin. 

We  have  as  yet,  my  lord,  con- 
tinued the  Dutch  flag,  which  an- 
fvvers  extremely  well,  as  there  have 
been  no  lefs  than  17  fhips  come  in- 
to the  port  fmce  it  has  been  cap- 
tured. 

Summons  to  the  governor  of  St,  JEu' 
Jiatia, 

We  the  general  officers  com- 
manding in  chief  his  Britannic  ma- 
jefty's  fleet  and  army  in  the  Weft- 
Indies,  do,  in  his  royal  name,  de- 
mand an  inftant  fnrrender  of  the 
ifland  of  St.  Euftatia  and  its  de- 
pendencies, with  every  thing  ia 
and  belonging  thereto. 

We  give  you  one  hour,  from  the 
delivery  of  this  meflage  to  decide. 
If  any  refiftance  is  made,  you  mull 
abide  by  the  confequences. 

GEO.  BRYDGES  RODNEY. 

JOHN  VAUGHAN. 

Sa7idi\nch^  February  3,  178 1. 
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The  governor'' s  dnfwcr. 

Governor  De  Graaff,  not  having 
it  in  his  power  to  make  any  defence 
affainft  the  Britifli  forces,  which 
have  invcfled  the  ifland  of  St.  Eu- 
ftatia,  fiirrenders  the  fame,  and  all 
its  dependencies  to  Sir  George  Bryd- 
^es  Rodney  and  general  Vaughan. 
Well  knowing  the  honour  and  hu- 
manity c^'  thefe  two  commanders  in 
chief,  the  governor  recommends  the 
town  and  its  inhabitants  to  their 
mercy.  'Johannes  Dc  Graaff. 

OUv.  Oyen. 
jfacobus  Seys. 
Hen,  Pandt. 

St.  Euflatia,  Feb.  5,  1781. 
Return  of  ordnance,    armsy  amnmni' 

tion,  \£c.  in  the  {/lands  of  St.  Eu' 
Jiatia    and  Saba,  ivhen  taken  pof- 

fefjion  of  by    his  majefy's    troops, 

under  the  command  of  his  excellency 

general    Vaughan,    commander    in 

chief,  tSjc.^c.t^c.  Feb.  ^,  I  78 1. 
IRON  ORDNANCE. 
Eighteen-pounders,   mounted! 

on  garrifon  carriages,   with  I     19 

fide  arms  com  pleat,     —       J 
Ditto,  with  carriages,       -—.         3 
Twelve-pounders     on    ditto,  7 

with  fide  arms,  &c.     —      3 
Nine-pounders  mounted,  with  \ 

fide  arms,  J 

Six-pounders  mounted,    with  / 

fide  arms, j 

Ditto,  without  carriages,     — 
Three-pounders,     with     car-  1 

riages,  fide  arms,   &c.        y 


10 


Total  guns, 
Gin  for  mounting  guns,      — 

SHOT. 
Eighteen-pounders,  round. 
Twelve-pounders,  ditto,     — 
Nine-poundcrs,  ditto,     — 
Six-pounders,  ditto,       ■       ■ 
Three-pounders,  ditto,       — 


78 
I 

3054 
767 

338 
600 
200 


Gunpowder,  (lbs.)       — — 
Hand  grenadocs,         » 
Fuzees  for  ditto,  ■ 

Slow  match,  (cwt.)        — — - 
Handfpikes,  fpare,         ■■     • 
Lint-ilocks,         — — .       . 
Mufquets  with  bayonets,     — 
Ditto  without,  — — 

Pouches,        — — ~         .. 

Cartouch  boxes,         <> 

Waift  belts,         

Cutlafles,  »  

Pi  Hols,         

Efpontoons,  .■ 

Drums,  '■«         — —        2 

Moulds  for  cafting  mufquet  balls,    2 

■  10 


(30 

46S9 

145 

156 

700 

75 

67 

45 

85 

6z 

•     24 

59 

■   ss 

39 
z 


40  30 
27000 


Total  fliot,    4959 


Lanthorn, 
Dutch  flags. 
Screw  jacks, 
Halberts, 
Mufquet  ball. 
Flints,  — 

JOHN  WILLIAMSON, 
major  commanding  artillery. 
Copy  of  a  letter  from  lieutenant-co- 
lonel Edhoufe,     to    the    honourahle 
laajor-general   Vaughan,  dated  St. 
Martin  s,  Feb.  6.  1781,. 

S  I  R, 
I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your 
excellency,  that  the  ifland  of  St. 
Martin,  being  fummoued,  furren- 
dered  at  difcretion  on  the  5th  inil. 
The  form  of  the  furreiider  I  en- 
clofe.  All  public  papers,  (tores,  &c. 
are  fecured  by  the  quarter-mafter- 
general, 

1  have  ordered  the  inhabitants 
to  fupply  the  troops  with  frefli 
provifions,  and  fliall  begin  to  put 
the  ifland  in  a  fl:ate  of  defence  as 
foon  as  the  troops  are  properly 
quartered. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &:c, 

AND.  EDHOUSE, 

lieut.  col.  r3th  reg.   . 

Governor  Heyliger  not  having  it 

in  his  power  to  make  any  defence 

againll   the    Britifli   forces,    which 

have 
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have  invefled  the  ifland  of  St.  Mar- 
tin, furrenders  the  fonie,  and  all  its 
dependencies,  to  Sir  George  Brydges 
Rodney  and  general  Vaughan.  Well 
knowing  the  honour  and  humanity 
of  thele  two  commanders  in  chief, 
the  governor  recommends  the  town 
and  its  inhabitants  to  their  clemency 
and  mercy. 

Abraham  Heliger,  pretor, 

Tho.  Kcllerton. 

"John  Solomons  Cihher» 

Lucas  Ten  Toozer, 
St.  Martin^  Feb.  5,  1781. 
Jdmiralty  Office,  March  13,  1 78 1. 
Captain  Stilling,  of  his  majefty's 
{hip   the   Gibraltar,    who   came  to 
Plymouth  in  the  Swallow  floop  from 
St.    Euflatia,  arrived  at    this  office 
this  morning,  with  difpatches  from 
admiral  hir  George    Brydges   Rod- 
ney to  Mr.  Stephens,  of  which  the 
toUowing  are  exrra6tsand  copies. 
E.xtra£l  of  a  letter  fro7n   admiral  Sir 
George    Brydges    Rodney     to    Mr. 
Stephens,  dated  Satid^vich,  St.  Eu- 
Jlatia,   February  4,  I  78  I. 
His  majefty's   floop  of  war   the 
Childers  joined  me  on  the  27th  of 
January,  with   their  lordfliips  moll 
fecret  orders,  and  his  majeily's  royal 
declaration  againft  the  States  of  Hol- 
land, and  their  fubjefts. 

General  Vaughan  and  myfclf  loft 
not  a  moment's  time  in  putting  his 
majefty's  commands  into  execuiion. 
We  immediately  embarked  the  troops 
deftined  for  the  cnterprize,  and  the 
whole  being  kept  a  profound  fecret, 
we  failed  from  St.  Lucia  on  the  30th 
Q^  January. 

To  prevent  the  French  penetrat- 
ing our  defign,  the  whole  fleet  ap- 
peared before  Fort  Royal  and  St. 
Pierre*s,  IMartinique,  which  ifland 
we  greatly  alarmed,  and  having  left 
rear-admiral  Drake,  with  fix  fail  of 
the  line  and  two  frigates,  to  watch 
the  motions  of  the  four  fail  of  the 


line  and  tv.'o  frigates,  then  in  the 
bay  of  Fort  Royal,  late  in  the  even- 
ing of  the  faid  day  we  proceeded  for 
the  Dutch  ifland  of  St.  Euilatia,  and 
difpatched  rear-admiral  Sir  Samuel 
Hood,  with  his  fquadron,  to  envi- 
ron the  bay  of  St»  Euftatia,  and 
prevent  the  efcape  of  any  Dutch 
flilps  of  war,  or  merchant  fhips, 
that  might  be  at  anchor  there  :  he 
moil:  efteftually  performed  that  fer- 
vice. 

On  the  3d  inftant  the  general  and 
myfelf,  with  the  remainder  of  the 
fleet  and  tranfports,  arrived  in  the 
bay.  The  men  of  war  being  fta- 
tioned  againft  the  batteries,  and  the 
troops  ready  to  difembark,  the  ge* 
neral  and  myfelf,  in  order  to  fave  the 
eflufion  of  blood,  thought  it  necef- 
fary  to  fend  to  the  Dutch  governof 
the  fummons  I  have  the  honour  to 
indole,  with  which  he  inftantly  com- 
plied. 

The  furprife  and  aftonifhment  of 
the  governor  and  inhabitants  of  St, 
EuUatia  is  fcarcely  to  be  conceived. 
The  Mars,  a  Dutch  ftiip  of  war  of 
38  guns,  and  300  meUj  commanded 
by  count  Byland,  and  belonging  to 
the  department  of  the  admiralty  of 
Amfterdam,  having  arrived  at  St. 
Euftatia,  had  allayed  their  fears  of 
hoftllities. 

I  moft  fincerely  congratulate  theif 
lordflilps  on  the  fevere  blow  the 
Dutch  Weft  India  company,  and  the 
perhdlous  maglftrates  of  Amfterdam, 
have  fuftained  by  the  capture  of  this 
ifland.  Upwards  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  fail  of  flilps  and  veflels  of 
all  denominations  (many  of  thera 
richly  loaded)  are  taken  in  the  bay, 
excluiive  of  the  Dutch  frigate  call- 
ed the  Mars,  which  I  have  com- 
miffioned,  manned,  and  in  a  few 
days  flie  will  cruize  againft  the  ene- 
my as  a  Britifti  ftiip  of  war. 

There  are  befides  iive  iliips  and 
vcfleU 
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veflels  of  war,  from  14  to  26  guns, 
all  complete  and  ready  for  fervicc. 

A  Dutch  convoy,  conlifting'  ot  30 
fail  of  merchant  fliips  richly  loaded, 
having  failed  from  St.  Euftatia  un- 
der the  proteflion  of  a  60  gun  fliip 
about  36  hours  before  my  arrival,  I 
detached  capt.  Reynholds,  of  his 
majcfly's  fhip  Monarch,  with  the 
Panther  and  Sybil,  to  purfue  them 
as  far  as  the  latitude  of  Bermudas, 
lliould  he  not  intercept  them  before 
he  got  that  length. 

All  the  magazines  and  ftorehoufes 
are  filled,  and  even  the  beach  co- 
vered with  tobacco  and  fugar. 

The  illands  of  St.  Martin  and 
Saba  have  furrendered,  no  terms 
whatever  having  been  allowed  them. 

[The  fummons  and  anfwers  were 
'  the  fame  as  thofe  inclofed  in 
general  Vaughan's  letter.] 
Co^y  of  a   letter  froin   admiral  Sir 

George   Brydges    Rodmy    to    Air, 

Stephens^  dated  Sandv:ich^  St,  Eii- 

Jiatiusy  Feb.  6,  1781. 

SIR, 

Since  my  letter  of  the  4th  in- 
flant,  by  the  diligence  and  aftivlty 
of  captain  Reynolds,  the  Dutch 
convoy,  which  had  failed  from  St. 
Eullatius  before  my  arrival,  has 
been  intercepted.  I  am  forry  to 
acquaint  their  lordlhips,  that  the 
Dutch  admiral  was  killed  in  the  ac- 
tion. 

Inclofed    I  have   the  honour  to 

fend  a  copy  of  captain  Reynolds's 

letter  ;  and  am,  with  great   regard, 

S  I  R, 

Your  moft  obedient  and  moft 

humble  fervant, 

G.  B.  RODNEY. 
(COP     Y.) 
Monarchy  off  Saba,  i^th  Feb.  1781. 

SIR, 
I    have    the    pleafure    to  inform 
vou,  that  yerterday  morning  I    tell 
in  with  the  convoy  vou  did   me  the 


honour  to  fend  me  in  purfuit  of. 
About  ten  o'clock  I  ordered  the 
Mars,  a  Dutch  fiiip  of  war  of  60 
guns,  to  flrike  her  colours,  which 
ihe  retuling  to  do,  occalioned  fome 
fliot  to  be  exchanged.  The  Mo- 
narch received  no  damage  except- 
ing three  men  wounded :  I  am  not 
informed  of  the  number  the  Dutch 
had  killed  and  wounded  ;  but  among 
the  iormer  is  their  admiral,  thoiigli 
his  flag  was  not  hoiiled  at  thetinic 
of  the  aftion. 

From  fome  fhot  in  her  maRs,  F 
have  ordered  the  Panther  to  take 
her  in  tow. 

By  the  attlvity  of  captain  Hervey 
and  my  lord  Charles  Fitzgerald,  we 
were  enabled  to  take  polfellion  of 
the  whole,  and  to  make  fail  with 
them  by  four  o*clock  in  the  after- 
noon. 

I  have  put  Mr.  Drury,  the  firil: 
lieutenant  of  the  Monarch,  into  the 
Mars,  and  I  beg  leave  to  recommend 
that  gentleman  to  your  notice,  as  aa 
officer  of  great  merit. 

I   have  difpatched  the  fafteft  fail- 
ing veflel  to  give  you  this  informa- 
tion, and  am  concerned  it  is  not  ia 
my  power  to  be  more  particular. 
1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient  and  mofl 
humble  fervant, 
F.  REYNOLDS. 
Sir  George  Brydges  Rodney  ^ 

bart.  i^c.  &c.  ^c. 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  admiral  Sir 

George    Brydges    Rodney    to   Mr, 

Stephens^  dated  Sand^Mich^  St.  Eu- 
Jiatius  Bay^  Febrnnryb,  1781. 

I  beg  you  will  inform  their  lord- 
Hiips,  that  fince  the  capture  of  St. 
Euftatius,  three  large  Dutch  fh.ips 
from  Amftcrdfim  have  been  taken 
and  carried  into  St.  Chriftopher's. 
As  their  cargoes  conlift  of  all  kind 
of  naval  llores,  I  Ihall  order  them 
inftantly  up  to  Englifli  Harbour, 
(C)  Autigua, 
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Antigua,  for  the  ufe  of  his  ma- 
jelly's  fiect. 

The  acquifition  of  this  iiland 
feems  evcrv  day  to  be  of  inore  and 
more  confequcnce  to  his  maiefty's 
fervice,  and  of  diftrefs  to  his  ene- 
mies. A  convoy  from  Guadaloupe 
for  this  iiland,  for  llores,  have  been 
ieized,  and  are  now  fafe  in  the  bay. 

14.  The  following  is  a  lilt  of  his 
maielfy's  iT.ips  on  the  Jamaica  "Na- 
tion, which  were  iod  or  damaj^edin 
the  late  hurricane,  viz.  Stirling  Caf- 
tle  of  64  guns  loft,  the  captain  and 
about  50  people  were  faved.  Phoe- 
nix of  44  guns  loft  on  the  Cuba 
fliore,  moft  of  the  people  faved. 
Scarborough  of  20  guns  loft  at  fea, 
and  every  perfon  periflaed.  HeiSor 
of  74  guns  loft  all  her  guns  and 
mafts.  Grafton  of  74  guns,  loft  all 
her  mafts.  Egmont  of  74  guns, 
ditto.  Trident  of  64  guns,  ditto. 
Ruby  of  64  guns,  ditto  Briftol  of 
50  guns,  ditto.  Endymion  of  44 
guns,  ditto.  UlyfTes  of  44  guns, 
ditto.  Pomona  of  28  guns,  ditto. 
Thunderer  of  74  guns  loft. 

I  5.  On  Tuefday  laft  was  tried  at 
Salifbury  alUzes,  before  Mr.  baron 
Perryn,  and  a  fpecinl  jury  of  the 
county  of  Wilts,  a  cai^fe  wherein 
Samuel  Pctrie,  efq.  was  plaintiff,  and 
Mr.  John  Briftovv,  defeiidant.  This 
aftion  was  brought  againft  the  de- 
fendant, as  agent  to  lord  Poroheftcr, 
f(Tr  bribery  and  corruption  at  the 
laft  general  eledlion  for  Cricklade, 
when  after  a  hearing  of  upwards  of 
fcven  hours,  the  jur)-  found  a  ver- 
(I'lA  for  the  plaintiff,  with  5000!.  da- 
mages. 

Fie>ina,  Jan.,  1,0.  The  emperor, 
m  order  to  obviate  the  complaints 
of  his  fubjeds,  on  account  of  the 
new  tax  laid  on  beer  laft  Ma)-,  hath 
ordered  that  each  of  the  members 
wiio  coTipofe  the  aftlmbly  of  the 
flatcs  of  Lower  Auftria,  iiuill  fend 
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him  his  opinion  in  writing  on  that 
important  objc6t,  that  he  may  de- 
termine, after  having  weighed  their 
different  fontiments,  on  the  moft 
propei  ftpps  to  be  taken.  His  im- 
perial majefty  has  already  had  fcve- 
ral  conferences  with  counfellor 
Greiller,  author  of  the  plan  for  that 
t.ix  ;  and,  for  fear  of  influencing  the 
opinions  of  the  affemblies  which  are 
to  be  held  on  this  occafion,  hi^  ma- 
jefty hath  ordered,  that  the  counfel- 
lor fhall  not  be  prcfent  at  any  of 
them.. 

17.  Nuinber  of  ho ufes  in  certain 
towns,  laid  before  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons by  the  tax-office  by  order  of 
the  houie  : 

Exeter         — ~-         mm^^ 
Plymouth  — — 

Hull         

Sheffield  


Liverpool 

Manchefter 

Norwich 

Lynn  — 

Yarmouth 

Newcaftle 

Briftol 

Bath  — 

Ipfwich  — 

Birmingham 

Cambridge 

Oxford 

Dover         — 

Nottingham 

Northampton 

Shrewfhiuy 


M74 
1510 
2285 
1370 
20ZZ 

3974- 

2302 
662 
682 

2219 

3247 

'173 
1244 

22gr 

J925 

2316 

1533 

706 

904 


21.  A  dreadful  fire  broke  out,  on 
the  iSthinftant,  at  a  billiard  hotel 
in  St.  Omer's,  by  which  many  ca- 
pital houfes  in  one  quarter  of  the 
town  were  burnt  down,  feveral  lives 
loll,  and  the  damage  fuftained  there 
to  individuals  immenl'e,  as  there  arc 
no  Infurance- offices  in  that  town. 

Tork,  March  it,.  Tuer.lay  morn- 
in'''  came  on  at  Guildhall  the  trial 

of 
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of  William  Meyer,  efq.  for  the- 
murder  of  Jofeph  Spink,  affillant  to 
Mr.  Meggifon,  flieritr's  officer  (in 
whofe  cultody  he  had  been  left),  by 
fhooting  him  with  a  piliol.  After 
a  hearing  of  about  feven  hours  he 
was  found  guilty,  and  received  fen- 
tcnce  of  death.  Mrs.  Meyer,  who 
was  alfo  tried  as  being  acceflary  in 
the  above  murder,  was  acquitted. 
Mr.  Meyer  was  ordered  to  be  exe 
cuted,  and  his  body  diflefted  and 
anatomized  yefterday,  but  was  after- 
wards refpited  till  Thurfday  the 
29th  inft.  This  unfortunate  young 
gentleman's  family  name  is  Meek, 
which  he  changed  to  Meyer  tor  an 
eftate.  He  is  a  handfome  young 
man,  of  29  years  of  age,  and  is  ne- 
phew to  col.  George  TufFnell,  and 
William  JoUifte,  elq.  late  high  fhe- 
rifF  of  Yorkihire. 

26.  On  Friday  came  on  at  King- 
flon  affixes,  before  Mr.  jullice  Afli- 
hurft,  the  long  depending  caufe  be- 
tween Mr.  Colman  and  other  geutlc- 
men  ot  Richmond,  and  the  city  of 
London,  againft  whom  an  aftion  of 
trefpafs  on  the  cafe  was  brought  for 
eret'Hng  a  horfe  towing-path  in  the 
bed  of  the  river  Thames,  and  there- 
by taking  away  the  communication 
between  the  garden  of  Mr.  C.  as 
well  as  other  inhabitants  of  Rich- 
mond from  the  faid  river.  The 
fails  were  not  materially  difputed 
on  either  fide  ;  but  the  counfel  for 
the  plaintiff  dwelt  on  the  unautho- 
'rifed  injury  arifing  from  the  horfe 
towing-path  and  embankment ;  while 
the  city  counfel  contended  that  the 
work  was  not  only  executed  under 
the  authorit}'-  of  certain  afts  of  par- 
liament, and  was  an  undoubted  pub- 
lic benefit,  but  even  of  great  ufe 
and  advantage  to  the  plaintiff.  Dur- 
ing the  trial,  many  thought  that 
the  powers  of  the  city  under  the 
ilatutc  in  queUion,  would  probably 
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be  fubmitted  to  the  couft  of  King's 
Bench  in  a  fpeclal  verdift  ;  but  the 
learned  and  ingenious  judge,  froni 
his  fumming  up  the  evidence,  and 
occafional  comments  on  the  a6ls  of 
parliament,  feemed  to  think  fuch  a 
reference  unneceflary.  He  faid  that 
Mr.  C.  urged  no  right  to  the  foil 
of  the  river  ;  that  the  claim  of  7^?w:- 
tagc  was  a  vifionary  right,  being 
neither  land,  tenement,  nor  here- 
ditament ;  that  the  legiflature  had 
indeed  prote6led  the  gardens  of  pro- 
prietor's by  the  fide  of  the  river, 
forbidding  any  towing-path,  horfe 
or  foot,  to  be  made  over,  through^ 
or  7ipo7i  them,  but  had  not  added  the 
word  aitjoin'ing,  which  was  the  exa6t 
defcription  of  the  prefcnt  towing- 
path  and  embankment  at  the  end  of 
the  plaintiff's  gardens;  for  which 
reafons,  though  fome  inconvenience 
might  arife  to  the  plaintifi',  he  did 
not  think  there  was  ground  to  main- 
tain an  aftion  of  trefpafs,' on  which 
account  Mr.  C.  had  brought  ati 
aftion  of  trefpafs  on  the  cafe.  The 
jury  withdrew  for  a  fhort  time,  and 
without  taking  particular  notice  of 
the  ads  of  parliament,  returned  with 
a  general  verdid  in  favour  of  the 
defendants. 

27.  On  Sunday  evening,  about 
feven  o'clock,  T.  Mackenzie,  efq. 
of  Somerfet  ftreet,  Portman-fquare, 
was  flopped  by  a  highwayman  near 
Shooter's-hill,  who  attempting  to 
rob  him,  Mr.  Mackenzie  fired  at 
the  highwayman,  and  iliot  him  in  the 
belly.^ 

'^o.  Yefterday  Mr.  Burke  brought 
into  the  houfe  the  two  ccmmilTionera 
from  India,  and  the  two  Perfian?, 
who  as  miniflers  were  introduced  to 
the  upper  part  of  the  houfe,  and 
flood  by  the  fire-place  to  fee  his 
majerty.  The  Indians  bowed  to  the 
king  moft  refpettfully,  and  placed 
their  hands  on  the  ground  as  a  tuken 
(C  z)  of 
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of  obeifance ;  the  Armenians  did 
not  bow.  The  Indians  were  drefled 
in  long  rich  habits,  over  which  they 
wore  a  fine  muflin  in  the  form  of  a 
child's  frOck ;  their  heads  were 
covered  with  fhavvls,  the  corners  of 
uhich  fell  on  their  fhoulders. 

Yellerday  came  on  at  Warwick 
the  trial  of  John  Donnellan,  Efq. 
late  mailer  of  the  ceremonies  at  the 
Pantheon,  &c.  for  the  wilful  mur- 
der of  Sir  T.  E.  A.  Boughton, 
bart.  by  poifon,  when,  after  a 
hearing  of  near  twelve  hours,  in 
which  fix  of  the  mofl:  eminent  fur- 
geons  in  the  kingdom  were  ex- 
amined with  refped  to  the  nature 
of  poifons,  captain  Donnellan  was 
capitally  conviftcd,  and  fentenced 
to  be  hung  at  Warwick  on  Mon- 
day next,  and  his  body  to  be  anato- 
mifed. 

31.  Yellerday  the  two  Perfian 
agents  and  two  Bramins,  who  had 
been  in  town  fome  time  on  a  treaty 
relative  to  the  Ragabo  chief  in  In- 
dia, were  at  court  at  St.  James's, 
and  introduced  to  their  majellies 
by  the  "afliftant  mafler  of  the  cere- 
monies. 

Whitehall,  March  ^l ,  1781. 
By  the  mail  of  the  Sandwich 
packet,  which  failed  from  Charles 
Town  the  28th  of  February,  def- 
patches  were  this  day  received  by 
lord  George  Germain,  one  of  his 
majefly's  principal  fecretaries  of 
ftate,  from  earl  Cornwallis  and 
lieutenant  colonel  Balfour,  of  which 
the  following  are  extracts  and  co- 
pies : 

Camp  on  Tnrley  Credy   Broad-river. 
My  Lord,  Jan.  18,  178T. 

I  think  it  neceffary  to  tranfmit 
to  your  lordlhip  a  copy  of  my  letter 
to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  left  the  ex- 
aggerated accounts  from  the  Rebels 
iheuld  reach  Europe  before  your 


lordfhip  could  hear  from  New- 
York.  I  fhall  only  fay,  in  addi- 
tion to  what  I  have  faid  to  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  that  this  event  was 
extremely  unexpefted  ;  for  the 
greateft  part  of  the  troops  that  were 
engaged,  had,  upon  all  former  oc- 
cafions,  behaved  with  the  moft 
diftinguifhed  gallantry. 
KxtraH  of  a  letter  from  earl  Corn- 

'voallis  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  dated 

camp   on   Turkey-Creek,  Broad-ri' 

rver,  Jan.  18,    1781. 

In  my  letter  of  the  6th  of  this 
month  1  had  the  honour  to  inform 
your  excellency  that  I  was  ready  to 
begin  my  march  for  North  Caro- 
lina, having  been  delayed  for  fome 
days  by  a  diveriion  made  by  the 
enemy  towards  Ninety-fix.  Ge- 
neral Morgan  Hill  remained  on  the 
Pacolet :  his  corps,  by  the  bell  ac- 
counts I  could  get,  confiiled  of 
about  500  men,  continental  and 
Virginia  Hate  troops,  and  100  ca- 
valry under  colonel  Wafhington, 
and  fix  or  feven  hundred  militia  ; 
but  that  body  is  fo  fluduating,  that 
it  is  impoflible  to  afcertain  itsnum- 
ber,  within  fome  hundreds,  for 
three  days  following.  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Tarleton,  with  the  legion 
and  corps  annexed  to  it,  confilling 
of  about  300  cavalry  and  as  many 
infantry,  and  the  ift  battalion  of 
the  71ft  regiment,  and  one  three- 
pounder,  had  already  pafied  the 
Broad-river  for  the  relief  of  Ninety- 
fix.  I  therefore  directed  lieutenant- 
colonel  Tarleton  to  march  on  the 
weft  of  Broad-river  to  endeavour  to 
flrike  a  blow  at  General  Morgan, 
and,  at  all  events,  to  oblige  him 
to  pafs  the  Broad-river.  I  likewife 
ordered  that  he  fhould  take  with 
him  the  7th  regiment,  and  one 
three-pounder,  which  was  march- 
ing to  re-inforce  the  garrifon  of 
Ninety-fix,  as  long  as.  he  fliould 

think 
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tliink  their  fervices  could  be  ufeful 
to  him.  The  remainder  of  the  ar- 
my marched  between  the  Broad- 
river  and  Catawbavv.  As  general 
Green  had  quitted  Mecklenburgh 
county,  and  crofled  the  Pedee,  I 
made  not  the  Icafl  doubt  that  ge- 
neral Morgan  would  retire  on  our 
advancing. 

The  progrefs  of  the  army  was 
greatly  impeded  by  heavy  rains, 
which  fwelled  the  river  and  creeks ; 
yet  lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton 
condufted  his  march  fo  well,  and 
got  fo  near  to  general  Morgan, 
who  was  retreating  before  him,  as 
to  make  it  dangerous  for  him  to 
pafs  the  Broad-river,  and  came  up 
with  him  at  eight  o'clock  A.  M. 
on  the  17  th  cur.  Every  thing  now 
bore  the  moft  promifing  afpedl ; 
the  enemy  were  drawn  up  in  an 
open  wood,  and,  having  been  late- 
ly joined  by  fome  militia,  were 
more  numerous  ;  but  the  different 
quality  of  the  corps  under  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Tarleton's  com- 
mand, and  his  great  fuperiority  in 
cavalry,  left  him  no  room  todoubt  of 
the  moft  brilliant  fuccefs.  The  at- 
tack was  begun  by  the  firft  line  of 
infantry,  confifting  of  the  7th  re- 
giment, the  infantry  of  the  legion, 
and  corps  of  light-infantry  annexed 
to  it  :  a  troop  of  cavalry  was  placed 
on  each  flank  ;  the  ift  battalion  of 
the  71ft,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
cavalry,  formed  the  referve.  The 
enemy's  line  foon  gave  way,  and 
their  militia  quitted  the  field  ;  but 
our  troops  having  been  thrown  into 
fome  diforder  by  the  purfait,  ge- 
neral Morgan's  corps  faced  about, 
and  gave  them  a  heavy  fire  :  this 
unexpedted  event  occafioned  the  ut- 
moftconfufion  in  the  firft  line. 

The  two  three-pounders  were 
taken,  and  I  fear  the  colours  of  the 
7th  reigiment  fnared  fhe  fame  fate. 


In  juftice  to  the  detachment  of  royal 
artillery  I  muft  here  obferve,  that 
no  terrours  could  induce  them  to 
abandon  their  guns,  and  they  were 
all  either  killed  or  wounded  in  de- 
fence of  them.  Lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton  aflembled  fii'ty  of  his  ca- 
valry, who,  being  animated  by  the 
bravery  of  the  officer  who  had  fo 
often  led  them  to  viftory,  charged 
and  repulfed  colonel  Walhington's 
horfe,  retook  the  baggage  of  the 
corps,  and  cut  to  pieces  the  de- 
tachment of  the  enemy  that  had 
taken  pofleflion  of  it,  and,  after 
deftroying  what  they  could  not  con- 
veniently bring  off,  retired  with 
the  remainder  unmolefted  to  Ha- 
milton's ford,  near  the  mouth  of 
Bullock's  Creek. 

The  lofs  of  our  cavalry  is  incon- 
fiderable,  but  1  fear  about  400  of 
the  infantry  are  either  killed, 
wounded,  or  taken.  I  will  tranfmic 
the  particular  account  of  the  lofs  as 
foon  as  it  can  be  afcertalned. 

I  fliall  direct  lleittenant-colonel 
Balfour  to  tranfmit  a  copy  of  this 
letter,  by  the  firft  opportunity,  to 
the  fecretary  of  ftate. 
Extra^  of  a  letter  from  licutenatit-co- 

lonel  Balfour  to  lord  George  Ger- 

?nnin^    dated  Charles-ToxKmy    Feb, 

18,    T781. 

By  the  letter  in  which  I  had  the 
honour  to  addrefs  your  lordlhip  on 
the  i6th  of  January  laft,  you  wiil 
have  been  informed  of  the  fituatioti 
of  aft^'airs  here  to  that  period,  and  by 
lord  Cornvvallis's  defpatch,  dated 
the  1 8th  of  the  fame  month,  of 
lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton's  un- 
fortunate adlion  on  the  preceding 
day.  i  am  now  to  give  your  lord- 
fhip  fuch  farther  informations  as 
have  been  received  fince,  either 
immediately  from  earl  Cornwallis, 
lord  Rawdon,  or  major  Craig,  or  by 
iatelligence  through  the  country. 

(C   3)  Not- 
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.  Notvvithftanding  the  unexpqfted 
and  untoward  event  of  the  17th 
ult.  lord  Cornvvallis  Hill  continued 
his  movements,  and  prefTed  hard 
on  ccneral  Morgan,  without  being 
able  to  come  up  with  him,  who, 
ivith  his  prifoners,  pulbed  for  the 
Catawbaw,  and  by  eroding  that  ri- 
vev  high  up,  there  is  caufe  to  be- 
lieve accompliflifcdhis  junftion  with 
general  Green's  army.  It  was  not 
till  the  ift  curt,  that  lord  Corn- 
wallis  could  pafs  it  :  this  he  then 
did  at  a  private  ford,  four  miles 
below  Bracty's,  though  ftrongly  op- 
pofed  by  a  body  of  militia,  who 
were  routed,  and  general  David- 
fon,  who  commanded  them,  killed. 
On  this  occafion,  his  lordlhip  ob- 
ferves,  *'  the  guards  behaved  gal- 
lantly, croffing  the  river  under  a 
heavy  fire,  without  returning  a  fhot 
till  they  were  over  and  formed." 

On  the  fame  day,  colonel  Tarle- 
ton  had  the  good  fortune  to  defeat 
another  corps  of  the  enemy's  mi- 
litia, that  had  affembled  under  co- 
lonel Pickings,  killing  and  taking 
many,  and  entirely  difperfing  the 
Tell. 

In  relating  thefe  circumftances  to 
your  lordfhip,  it  is  no  fmalJ  fatis- 
faftion  to  add,  that  on  both  occa- 
fions  the  lofs  fullained  by  the  king's 
troops  is  inconfiderable  ;  and  that, 
except  colonel  Hall  of  the  guards, 
who  is  killed,  no  oflicer  was  hurt. 

After  gaining  thefe  advantages, 
lord  Cornwallis  proceeded  to  Salii- 
bury,  of  which  town  he  poflefled 
hinifclf  on  the  4th  curt. 

Hitherto  general  Green  had  re- 
mained in  his  pofition  on  the  eall- 
ern  banks  of  the  Pedce  ;  and  by 
thus  hanging  on  the  frontiers  of 
the  province,  and  having  with  him 
a  force  in  cavalry,  was  enabled  to 
make  inroads  into  the  heart  of  it, 
which  were  greatly  diiheffing  to  the 


inhabitants,  and  obliged  me  to  de- 
tach, to  cover  the  communications 
between  this  and  Camden,  prevent 
the  enemy's  taking  poft  on  this  fide 
the  Santee,  and  hinder  infults  in 
our  vicinities  ;  but  on  the  news  of 
lord  Cornwallis's  late  fucceffes,  he 
called  in  his  out-parties,  and  by  a 
precipitate  movement  reached  the 
Moravian  fettlements  in  North- Ca- 
rolina, where,  by  the  lafl:  accounts, 
he  has  taken  a  liation  to  cover  the 
paflage  of  the  Yadkin. 

By  my  laft  letter  your  lordlhip 
was  informed  of  an  expedition  be- 
ing then  to  fail  undef  major  Craig, 
of  the  8 2d  regiment  :  the  force 
employed  on  that  fervice,  and  the 
objefts  of  it,  I  have  now  the  ho- 
nour to  communicate  to  your  lord- 
fhip :  he  had  taken  polTeflion  of 
Wilmington  without  oppofition  on 
the  zgth  ult.  But  finding  that  a 
body  of  the  enemy  had  polled  them- 
felves  at  Heron's  bridge,  about 
twelve  miles  from  that  town,  to  co- 
ver as  well  this  pafs  as  the  fhipping 
in  the  river,  and  to  Ihow  a  force 
for  the  militia  to  form  on,  major 
Craig,  by  an  immediate  and  well- 
timed  exertion,  furprifed  the  rebels 
in  this  very  firong  pofition,  and  by 
diflodging  them  from  it,  has  clear- 
ed that  part  of  the  country  ;  gain- 
ed, in  co-operation  with  his  ma- 
jelly's  fliips  of  v/ar,  pofleffion  of 
their  veffels ;  and  taken  on  board 
them  and  in  their  camp  feveral  mi- 
litary ftores,  the  want  of  which  may 
be  much  felt,  Ihould  they  attempt 
again  to  raife  any  force  in  thefe 
parts. 

Major  Craig  farther  informs  me, 
that  he  is  exerting  every  means  to 
put  the  very  effential  poft  of  Wil- 
mington into  a  ftate  of  defence,  and 
eventually  to  communicate  with  the 
army  under  lord  Cornwallis. 
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ExtraB  of  a  Letter  fro?n  licutenant- 
cnlonel  Balfour,  to  lord  George 
Germain, dated  Cbarles-Toivii,  Feb, 
2$,    I781. 

Since  the  date  of  my  defpatch. 
No.  2,  captain  Barclay,  with  the 
Blonde,  arrived  here  from  Cape 
Fear,  where  he  left  every  thing  in 
a  ftate  of  feciirity,  and  the  works 
for  the  proteftion  of  Wilmington 
nearly  perfeifted. 

No  accounts  fince  my  lart  have 
been  received  immediately  from 
lord  Cornwallis ;  but  lord  Ravvdon 
has  favoured  me  with  fome  farther 
intelligence  refpefting  the  opera- 
tions of  the  army,  which  his  lord- 
fhip  derived  from  a  man  who  quit- 
ted it  on  ih;  9th  current,  and  who 
is  come  into  Camden. 

At  that  period  it  appears,  lord 
Cornwallis  was  advanced  fix  miles 
beyond  Salem,  the  farthell  of  the 
Moravian  fettlements  in  North  Ca- 
rolina, and  to  the  eaftward  of  the 
Yadkin,  which  points  out  by  what 
uncommon  exertion  and  "-apid  move- 
ments his  lordlhip  muft  have  reach- 
ed that  diftance,  in  fo  fmall  a  fpace 
''  of  time,  through  a  llrong  and  in- 
tricate country. 

By  crofiing  the  Yadkin  fo  high 
up,  the  army  has  got  above  Green, 
who,  by  this  intelligence,  was  ad- 
vancing on  Deep  River,  and  fome 
way  removed  to  the  rear  of  lord 
Cornwallis's  right  ;  general  Mor- 
gan, with  his  corps,  being  advan- 
ced, and  on  the  left.  With  this 
lad  there  were  fome  hopes  lord 
Cornwallis  would  foon  be  able  to 
come  up  ;  and,  on  the  whole,  it 
will  be  clear  to  your  lordlhip,  that, 
by  this  movement,  the  jundion  of 
the  enemy's  force,  of  which  in  my 
laft  1  was  apprehenfive,  is  for  the 
prefent  fruftrated. 

Admiralty 'Office,  March  31,  1 78  I . 
F.xtracl  of  a  Letter  from  capt.  Bar- 


clay, com7}iand&r  of  bh  nta'iefy^iJJnp 

Blo?idc,    to    Mr,    Stephens,     dated 

Charles  Toivfi,  South  Carolina,  Fsb, 

24,    17S1. 

In  the  letter  I  wrote  to  you,  dated 
the  ijth  of  January  laft,  by  the 
Antelope  packet,  I  mentioned  I 
was  preparing  to  proceed  to  Cape 
Fear,  upon  an  expedition,  at  the 
requifition  of  lord  Cornwallis. 

I  think  I  (hould  be  remii's  in  my 
duty  if  I  did  not  remit,  for  their 
lordfliips  information,  by  this  op- 
portunity of  the  packet's  failing, 
the  events  that  have  taken  place 
there  ;  as  their  lordfliips  will  re- 
ceive it  much  fooper  than  by  the 
reports  I  have  fent  to  vice-admiral 
Arbuthnot,  at  New  York. 

A  body  of  troops  being  embark- 
ed, confilting  of  about  two  or  three 
hundred  men,  under  the  command 
of  major  Craig,  of  the  8 2d  regi- 
ment, 1  got  over  the  bar  of  Charles- 
Town  the  21ft  of  January,  and  ar- 
rived in  Cape  Fear  river  the  2qth  : 
contrary  winds,  and  the  intricate 
navigation  of  the  river,  prevented 
us  getting  to  the  place  where  the 
landing  was  determined  upon,  till 
the  28th. 

Colonel  Balfour,  commandant  of 
Charles-Town,  not  being  able  to 
fpare  more  troops  from  the  defence 
of  Charles-Town,  induced  me  to 
land  the  marines  of  the  Blonde, 
Delight,  and  Otter,  confiding  of 
81  men,  under  the  command  of 
lieutenant  Griffiths,  of  the  Blonde, 
with  orders  for  him  to  join  major 
Craig. 

On  the  evening  of  the  27th,  de- 
putations came  from  Wilmington, 
with  propofals  for  delivering  up  the 
town  :  I  herewith  inclofe  a  copy  of 
their  propofition  with  major  Craig's 
and  my  anf.ver. 

The    next    morning    the  troops 

landed    at   Ellis's  plantation,  nine 

(C  4)  miles 
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miles  below  the  town  :  at  the  fame 
time  I  puflied  iip  the  river  with  the 
gallies  and  gun-boats.  In  the  af- 
ternoon of  the  fame  day  we  took 
pofTefllon  of  the  town  of  Wilming- 
ton, without  the  leaffc  oppofition  ; 
the  rebels  who  were  in  arms,  con- 
fining of  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  men,  marched  out  early  in  the 
r.iorning  of  the  fame  day. 

We  found  two  batteries  eredled 
towards  the  river  ;  one  of  ten  guns, 
twelve  and  nine-pounders ;  the  other 
of  feven  twelve-pounders,  moll  of 
them  fpiked.  Vv'e  having  received  ■ 
information  of  feveral  velTels  being 
fent  up  the  N.  E,  river  with  pro- 
vifions,  ammunition,  and  the  ef- 
fefts  of  the  rebels  in  arms,  and  like- 
wife  the  elfeds  of  fome  Spaniards 
and  Frencli  who  had  fettled  at  Cape 
Fear,  major  Craig  marched  out 
with  a  detachment  of  the  troops : 
at  the  fame  time  I  fent  one  of  the 
gallies,  with  two  gun-boats,  up  the 
river  ;  they  were  fortunate  to  get 
poireffion  of  thcfe  vellels  the  next 
jnorning,  which  they  brought  down 
with  them,  except  a  fchooner  and 
a  floop,  laden  entirely  with  pro- 
viilons  and  ammunition,  which  they 
were  obliged  to  burn. 

The  inhabitants  reniaining  in 
town,  and  in  the  neighbouring 
polls,  have  delivered  up  their  arms, 
and  have  given  their  paroles.  They 
moll  ardently  wifh  once  niore  to 
enjoy  the  bleffings  of  peace,  and  a 
re-union  with  the  mother  country. 

The  having  poffeflion  of  Wil- 
mington and  Cape  Fear  river,  is  of 
the  utniofl  importance  to  lord  Corn- 
wallis's  army.  The  works  being 
pll  clofed  in,  and  the  different  bat- 
teries completed,  I  proceeded  to 
this  port  to  put  the  admiral's  or- 
ders in  execution. 

APRIL. 

3.  YefterdayCapt.DonelIan,con- 


vided  of  the  murder  of  Sir  Theo- 
dofius  Boughton,  about  feven  in 
the  morning,  was  carried  in  a, 
mourning  coach  from  Warwick 
gaol  to  the  place  of  execution,  and 
hanged  according  to  his  fentence  ; 
after  which  his  body  was  given  to 
the  furgeons,  to  be  diffedled.  Be- 
fore lie  was  turned  off  he  addrtfled 
the  fpedators,  and  faid,  "  That 
as  he  was  then  going  to  appear 
before  God,  to  whom  all  deceit  was 
known,  he  folemnly  declared,  that 
he  was  innocent  of  the  crime  for 
which  he  was  to  fuffer." 

Conftantinopk,  February  16.  The 
plague  fliows  itfelf  from  time  t« 
time  in  every  part  of  this  refidence, 
and  its  environs  :  it  ftill  exifts  at 
Smyrna,  Salonica,  Adrianople,  and 
in  fome  of  the  iflands  of  the  Ar- 
chipelago. 

4.  An  account  of  coals  importe4 

into    the  port    of  London    in  ten 

years,  ending  at  Chriflmas,  1779 

Chaldrons.  " 

1770  -  615,330 

1771  -  694,003 


1772  -  725,008 

1773  -  624,781 

1774  -  623,727 


Chaldrons. 

1775  -  672,785 

1776  -  700,207 

1777  -  694,4^7 

1778  -  647,361 

1779  -  s^7^^9S 


Utrecht,  April  2 .  The  following 
aft  of  generonty  of  the  E  nglilh  Eaft- 
India  company,  deferves  notice. 
They  having  been  informed  that  M. 
Van  Rayen,  the  pallor  of  Noord- 
wyk,  at  the  hazard  of  his  own  life, 
faved  the  pilot  of  the  general  Bar- 
ker, wrecked  on  that  coall,  that 
company  ordered  Meff.  Clifford  and 
Teylfett,  their  agents  at  Amfler- 
dam,  to  prefent  that  pallor  with 
200  guineas,  and  to  dillribute  100 
more  among  the  men  who  faved  the 
crew  of  that  fhip. 

5.  Men  raifed  in  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  for  his  mnjelly's  land 
forces  on  the  Britifh  elbtbliniment, 
militia  and  fenfiblcs  not  included  ; 
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as  delivered  by  the  fecretary  at  war 
to  the  HoLife  of  Commons : 
Sept. 


1774  to  Sept.  1775 

3575 

1775  to 1776 

11,063 

1770  to 1777 

6,882 

177710            1778 

23,978 

1778  to 1779 

16,1,-4 

1779  to 1780 

15*233 

76,885 

Men  raifed  for  the 

n^vy. 

jfrom  29  th 

Sept. 

1774 

—      345 

1775 

—     4735 

1776 

—    21,565 

1777 

—    37'^75 

J778 

—  41^847 

1779 

—  41,831 

. 

J780 

—  28,210 

176,008 

Killed  in  the  navy,  from  7 

1776  to  1780      —       3  ^^ 

Ditto,  died  — — •  18,545 

Ditto,  deferted  —         42,069 

Delivered  by  the  navy  board. 

6.  Wm.  Meyer,  Efq;  convided 
at  York  aflizes  of  the  wilful  murder 
of  Jofeph  Spinke,  bailiff's  follower, 
to  whofe  cullody  he  was  entrulled, 
was  executed  according  to  his  fen- 
tence.  He  complained  of  the  hard- 
fhip  of  his  fentence,  declaring  he 
had  no  intention  of  murdering  the 
man,  who  had  been  an  old  fervant 
in  his  father's  family.  It  ihould 
feem,  that  the  judge  thought  fa- 
vourably of  his  cafe,  as  he  had  all 
poUible  ind;ilgence  granted  him  ; 
for  though  he  was  convided  on  the 
20th  of  March,  he  was  not  exe- 
cuted (though  a  muiderer)  till  the 
6th  of  April. 

JLaft-Indla  Intclllgetice. 
From  the  Bengal  Gazette  of 
Oei.  7,    1780,   by  Letters  from 
Madras, 


Friday^  September  22,    1780. 

10.  By  the  Nymph  floop  of  war, 
which  arrived  in  the  river  this  day 
from  Madras,  we  had  the  follow- 
ing dilagreeable  advice  from  that 
prefidency. 

That  lieut.  colonel  Baillie,  re- 
turning from  the  northward,  with 
intention  to  join  the  grand  army 
under  major  general  Sir  He6lor 
Munro,  had  been  attacked  by  the 
fon  of  Hyder  Ali,  whom  he  de- 
feated. His  detachment  confilled. 
of  300  European  infantry,  fome  ar- 
tillery, three  battalions  of  feapoys, 
and  ten  pieces  of  cannon  :  but 
hearing  afterwards  that  Hyder  in 
perfon,  with  the  main  body  of  his 
forces,  had  got  between  him  and 
Sir  Heftor  Munro,  he  thought  pro- 
per to  halt  where  he  was,  and  im- 
mediately difpatched  feveral  letters 
by  different  routes  to  that  general, 
acquainting  him  of  his  fituation, 
and  begging  that  he  would  make 
a  motion  with  the  army  under  his 
command,  to  favour  his  junction, 
Notwithflanding  this  interefting- 
news,  and  the  repeated  intreaty  of 
lord  M'Leod,  and  the  refl  of  the 
principal  officers,  no  notice  was 
taken  until  an  elapfe  of  three  davs, 
when  inflead  of  making  a  move- 
ment with  the  grand  army,  a  de- 
tachment was  formed  under  lieute- 
nant colonel  Fletcher.  It  confilled 
of  the  company  of  gentlemen  ca- 
dets, the  grenadiers  and  light  in- 
fantry companies  of  the  Highland 
regiment,  under  the  orders  of  ma- 
jor Eiphinftone,  two  companies  of 
grenadiers,  and  ten  companies  of 
grenadier  feapoys.  This  detach- 
ment, by  making  a  circular  route 
and  a  forced  march,  joined  colonel 
Baillie,  who  next  day  marched  on 
with  the  two  detachments,  in  hopes 
of  completing  his  junftion  with  the 
grand  army.     His  difpofition   was 

excel- 
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excellent :  he  formed  the  troops  in 
a  kind  of  oblong  fquare,  the  gre- 
nadiers leading,  and  the  baggage 
3n  the  centre  ;  and  ahhough  the 
enemy's  cavalry  hovered  round 
them  in  the  whole  march,  no  im- 
preflion  could  be  made. 

About  noon,  when  the  troops 
were  much  fatigued  with  their 
inarch,  they  arrived  at  a  tape,  which 
they  were  necc/larily  obliged,  from 
the  fituation  of  the  country,  to  pafs 
through.  Here  Hyder  had  laid  an 
ambuOi,  which  fucceeded  to  his 
wifh.  The  troops,  not  fufpe^fling 
any  thing,  entered  the  grove,  but 
were  very  foon  convinced  of  their 
error  ;  for  they  were  faluted  fhortly 
after  by  a  very  heavy  fire  from  three 
mafked  batteries,  one  in  front,  and 
one  on  each  flank,  which  played 
furioufly  upon  them  ;  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  a  prodigious  number 
of  rockets  being  thrown  amongft 
them,  fet  fire  to  one  of  the  tum- 
brils, and  the  flames  communicat- 
ing to  three  others,  the  whole  blew 
up.  This  threw  the  feapoys  into  the 
utmcft  diforder  :  however,  the  Eu- 
ropeans moved  brifkly  on,  and  at- 
tacked and  carried  one  of  the  bat- 
teries with  great  bravery  ;  but  the 
fire  from  the  other  two  was  lb  hot, 
that  they  were  obliged  to  abandon 
it.  They  then  formed  themfelves 
into  a  compaft  body,  and  main- 
tained their  grourd  with  great  gal- 
]antry  and  refolution,  until  their 
ammunition  was  expended,  when 
they  were  foon  broken,  and  the 
greateft  part,  fome  fay  the  whole, 
vvere  put  to  the  fword. 

General  Munro,  it  is  faid,  was 
within  feven  miles  of  the  fcene  of 
aclion  ;  and,  as  foon  as  he  was  cer- 
tified of  the  fate  of  the  day,  he  re- 
treateii  with  great  precipitation  to 
Chinglepar,  being  26  miles,  leav- 
ing his  baggage,  fome  fay  his  ar- 


tillery, behind  him,  which  confc- 
quently  mufl:  have  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  The  council 
at  Madras  have  written  for  fuc- 
cours  of  every  kind,  men,  money, 
ftores,  and  provifions. 

Saturciaj,  Sept.  23.  Orders  v/ere 
fent  to  capt.  Nutt,  commander  of 
the  Kingfton  Indiaman,  to  have  his 
fliip  ready  to  fail  in  five  days  for 
the  GoaJl  of  Coromandel ;  and  fif- 
teen lacks  of  rupees  were  packed 
up  by  the  treafury  ready  for  em- 
barkation. An  embargo,  at  the  fame 
time,  was  laid  on  all  the  Ihips  in  the 
river. 

Monday,  Sept.  25.  The  council 
met  on  Madras  affairs,  but  came  to 
no  determination.  Captain  Nutt 
having  informed  the  board,  that 
his  ihip  could  not  pofTibly  be  got 
ready  before  the  8th  of  Oftober, 
all  the  captains  of  the  other  India- 
men,  viz.  Abercrombie,  of  the 
Walpole  ;  Blackburn,  of  the  Fox  ; 
and  Timbrell,  of  the  True  Briton, 
were  ordered  to  attend  the  council, 
to  give  their  opinion  if  there  was 
any  juft  caufe,  why  captain  Nutt 
could  not  coiDply  with  his  orders. 
They  all  declared  that  he  could  not 
poffibly  be  ready  before  the  8th  of 
next  month,  as  the  fhip  was  un- 
rigged, and  fcarcely  any  water  on 
board. 

The  following  particulars,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  foregoing,  are  given 
in  feveral  letters  received  from 
Madias. 

The  7>yal  packet,  capt.  Demp- 
fler,  left  Madras  on  the  4th  of  De- 
cember lall  ;  but  Hyder  AH  had 
entered  the  Carnatick  near  fix 
months  before.  The  Nabob  had 
given  the  government  at  Madras  re- 
peated intelligence  of  this  invafica 
from  the  beginning  ;  but  no  re- 
gard was  paid  to  his  reprefcntation 
till  Hyder's  horfe  appeared  within 

fight 


1781.] 


OCCURRENCES. 


(43) 


fight  of  the  flag-ftafFof  Fort  George. 
General  Munro,  at  length,  took 
the  field,  and  encamped  at  Con- 
javerain  ;  but  colonels  Baillie  and 
Fletcher,  who  were  on  their  way  to 
join  with  550  Europeans  and  3000 
Icapoys,  were  attacked  on  their 
march  within  about  fix  miles  of  his 
camp.  The  aftion  lafted  feveral 
hours  :  at  length  they  were  over- 
powered by  numbers  ;  Hyder's  ca- 
valry having  broken  in  upon  their 
3ine,  when  a  great  flaughter  en- 
fued.  All  the  Europeans  were  ei- 
ther cut  to  pieces  or  taken  ;  and 
about  2000  feapoys  lay  dead  on  the 
fpot.  Hyder,  however,  loft  more 
than  double  that  nifmber.  After 
this  fatal  event,  general  Munro  re- 
treated immediately  towards  Ma- 
dras, near  which  place  he  remain- 
ed when  the  packet  fet  fail  for  Eu- 
rope. In  the  mean  time  Hyder 
took  Arcot,  the  capital  of  the  pro- 
'  vince,  after  an  obftinate  fiege  of  75 
days  ;  and  foon  after  he  was  in  pof- 
feliion  of  all  the  open  country  for 
many  miles  round. 

But,  notwithftanding  thefe  dif- 
aflers,  a  change  for  the  better  was 
daily  expecled.  General  Coote  had 
arrived  with  1500  Europeans ;  and 
12,000  more  troops  were  foon  ex- 
peded  by  land,  through  the  north- 
ern circars.  In  confequence  of  thefe 
arrangements,  it  was  fuppofed  that 
general  Coote  would  take  the  field, 
with  a  great  army,  by  the  begin- 
ning of  February.  And,  as  gene- 
ral Goddard  was  ordered  to  attack 
Mangalore,  on  the  Malabar  coad, 
v-zith  the  Bombay  forces,  fo  as  to 
place  Hyder  between  two  fires,  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that,  long  before 
this  time,  he  is  not  only  expelled 
from  the  Carnatick,  but  even  dif- 
poffelTed  of  the  greateft  part  of  his 
own  country. 

We  are  forry  to  add  to  the  above. 


that  the  devaftations  of  foreign  ene- 
mies are  not  more  likely  to  prove 
ruinous  to  the  company's  fettle- 
ments  in  India,  than  the  internal 
diflenllons  amongll  their  own  fer- 
vants. 

We  are  informed,  through  the 
fame  channel,  that  Mr.  Whitehill, 
governor  of  Madras,  has  been  de- 
pofed  by  the  fupreme  council ;  and 
that  Mr.  Francis  had  challenged 
Mr.  HalHngs,  and  is  (hot  through 
the  body,  but  is  in  a  fair  way  of 
recovery. 

Hyder  Ali  took  Arcot  by  affault 
the  31ft  of  Odlober  ;  the  fort  ca- 
pitulated on  the  3d  of  November, 
1780. 

Hague,  April  4.  The  following 
is  the  anfwerof  the  court  of  juftice, 
to  the  province  of  Holland,  con- 
cerning the  affair  of  Van  Berkel, 
and  bears  date  the  27th  ult. 
"  Noble,  great,  and  mighty  lords, 

"  As  we  continued  our  delibera- 
tions on  the  quefrion,  propofed  in 
the  refolves  of  your  noble  and  great 
mightinefles,  dated  the  21ft  of  De- 
cember, 1780,  it  appeared  unto  us, 
on  the  one  hand,  from  the  memo- 
rials of  the  Chevalier  Yorke,  then 
amba/Tlidor  from  the  Britifn  court, 
as  alfo  from  the  general  tenor  of 
the  faid  queftion,  that  the  occafion 
of  propofing  it  is  (as  it  feems)  the 
punifhment  infifted  upon  in  the  faid 
memorials,  in  the  name  of  his  Bri- 
tannick  majelly  ;  and  that  of  courfe, 
in  order  to  comply  with  the  faid  re- 
quifition  of  your  N.  and  G.  M.  it 
was  our  duty  to  enquire  whether, 
in  confequence  of  the  rights  fub- 
filling  between  his  majefty  and  the 
republic,  that  is,  according  to  the 
rights  of  nature  and  nations,  and 
the  refpedive  duties  then  incum- 
bent on  both  countries  (which  are 
hinted  at  in  the  faid  memorials)  as 
well  as  in  conformity  to  our  con- 
'  ftitution 
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ftitation  and  the  placards  of  this 
country  (which  conftitution  is  alfo 
appealed  to  in  the  faid  memorials, 
though  upon  an  afiertion  which 
fecms  to  us  erroneous,  namely,  that 
"  the  aforefaid  king  is  the  guaran- 
tee of  our  conftitution  ;")  whether, 
we  fay^  in  confequence  of  the  faid 
conftitution,  &c.  applied  to  fa£ls  on 
which  the  faid  king  grounds  his 
complaints,  and  which  placards,  &c. 
as  the  burgomafters  and  regents  of 
Amfterdam  maintain,  in  their  me- 
morials fent  to  us  alfo  by  your  no- 
ble and  great  mightinefles,  do  con- 
tain nothing  illegal,  it  were  expe- 
dient or  not  to  enter  into  a  crimi- 
Bal  profecution  ? 

*'  The  matter  appeared  to  us  in 
the  cleareft  light,  noble,  great,  and 
mighty  lords,  when  in  the  contra- 
manifefto  publiftied  during  our  fef- 
iion,  and  approved  of  on  the  12th 
turrent  (March)  by  their  high 
roightineiTes  the  States-General  of 
the  United  Provinces,  no  doubt 
with  the  confent  of  your  noble  and 
great  mightineffes,  we  obferved, 
that  the  faid  requifition  was  there- 
in prefented,  under  the  fame  point 
of  view  ;  fince  it  was  faid  or  im- 
plied in  fubftance,  as  follows :  that 
the  aforefaid  queftion  propounded 
ro  us  by  your  noble  and  great 
jnightineiTes  was  a  means  adopted 
by  you,  to  fet  on  foot  a  preli- 
minary inqueft,  before  fatisfadion 
ftould  be  granted  (faving  the  con- 
ilitution  and  privileges  of  the 
burghers)  to  the  demands  of  his 
Bricaniiiic  majefty,  concerning  the 
puniftiment  by  him  infifted  upon. 

"But,  on  the  other  hand,  we 
took  into  our  conllderation,  that 
by  attacking  this  republic  in  an 
hoftile  manner,  fince  your  faid  re- 
folution  of  the  20th  of  December 
lad,  the  requifition  for  a  punilh- 
pient,  and  of  course  the  apparent 


caufe  of  the  faid  queftion  feems  to 
be  at  an  end,  and  that  therefore, 
the  following  law-maxim  is  appli- 
cable to  the  prefent  cafe,  *'  that 
where  no  one  impeaches  there  can. 
be  no  judge  to  pronounce,"  whilfl: 
farthermore,  in  our  opinion  (with 
due  refpesft  be  it  faid)  it  would  ap- 
pear rather  ftrange  and  ill-timed, 
now  that  the  Republic  is  at  war 
with  Great  Britain,  to  examine, 
out  of  mere  compliment  to  an 
enemy^  whether,  in  confequence  of 
rights  and  obligations,  for  which 
the  faid  enemy  has  no  farther  re- 
gard, a  profecution  ftiould  have 
been  entered  into,  and  whether  the 
conftitutional  laws  of  the  Republic 
would  have  authorifed  it  ? 

*'  This  difficulty  has  appeared  to 
us  in  fo  important  a  light,  that  we 
thought  it  our  duty  to  acquaint  you 
with  it  ;  moft  refpedfully  praying 
to  be  farther  informed  of  the  in- 
tentions of  your  noble,  and  great 
mightineffes,  in  regard  to  this  af- 
fair. 

"  Upon  which,  noble,  great,  and 
mighty  lords,  we  pray  God  to  con- 
tinue you  in  a  long  and  profperous 
government." 
Given  at  the  Hague,  March  27. 

Bengal,  Sept.  30.  We  have  the 
following  account  of  the  \^k  of  the 
Royal  Admiral,  captain  Munro, 
when  (he  failed  from  Bombay.  By 
the  new  deck  which  they  laid  on 
her,  and  the  great  quantity  of  cot- 
ton they  had  ftowed  on  the  faid 
deck,  the  veffel  became  fo  very 
crank,  that  it  alarmed  all  the  of- 
ficers, the  ports  not  being  caulked 
in,  by  which  fhe  ihipped  a  great 
quantity  of  water ;  but  they  freed 
her,  and  got  her  down  fo  as  to 
carry  her  fafe  oft*  Catwar-Head, 
near  which  place,  we  are  informed, 
fhe  met  with  a  hard  fquall  of  wind 
a:  about   nine   o'clock    at   night, 

which 
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which  laid  her  down  on  her  beam- 
ends.  The  captain  and  officers  who 
were  in  the  cabin  ran  out,  but  too 
late,  the  fhip  was  then  Imking  ;  on 
which  they  returned  to  the  cabin, 
and  the  vefl'el  funk  almoft  inftantly. 
The  captain's  butler  and  two  Laf- 
cars,  jumped  out  of  the  cabin  win- 
dows, and  were  faved  by  the  boat, 
which  had  been  call  loofe,  and 
which  they  found  full  of  water  af- 
ter the  fliip  went  down. 

Midnaporc^  May  3.    The  follow- 
ing extraordinary  accident  happen- 
ed here  fome  days  ago  :  its  authen- 
ticity may  be  depended  upon  :    a 
poor  woman  carrying  dinner  to  her 
hulband,    who  was  employed  cut- 
ting woad  in  a  tape  about  a  mile 
from  Mr.  Pearce's  houfe,  was  feized 
on  the  way  by  a  tiger.     Her  cries 
were  heard  by  the  hulband,    who 
flew  immediately   to  her  afiiftance  : 
upon  approaching  the  place,  he  be- 
held his  wife  in  the  clutches  of  the 
dreadful  animal,  who  had  her  head 
in   his  mouth,    and  was  dragging 
her  into  the  jungle.     Almoft  fran- 
tic at  feeing  her  in   fo  alarming  a 
fituation,  the  honeft  native,  regard- 
k'fs    of  danger,    rulhed    upon    the 
monfter  with  his  hatchet,  and  ilruck 
him  twice.     The   beafl:  quitted  his 
intended  prey,  and  retired  growl- 
ing into  the  woods.     The  woman 
was  brought  in  ;  her  head  was  hurt, 
but  not  dangeroufly  ;  fhe  received 
every  affillance  from  the  gentlemen 
here,    and  is   now  perfedly  reco- 
vered. 

ExtraB  of  a  Letter,  dated  Vienna^ 
April  12. 
"  His  Imperial  majefty  has  if- 
fued  out  two  ordinances,  the  firft 
dated  March  24,  fl;ridl)tforbidding 
all  religious  orders  within  his  do- 
minions, keeping  up  any  corre- 
fpondence  in  fpiritual  or  temporal 
matters,  wiih  their  chiefsjV.hcn  re- 


fid  ing  in  any  foreign  part?,  order- 
ing that  they  fhall  be  governed 
folely  by  their  provincial  fuperiors, 
fubjedl  to  the  authority  of  archbi- 
fhops,  bilhops,  and  even  the  tem- 
poral governors  of  provinces. 

"  The  fecond  ordinance  bears 
date,  March  26,  and  enads,  that 
no  bull,  brief,  &c.  ifTued  out  by 
the  apoftolic  fee,  Ihall  be  of  anv 
force  within  the  dominions  of  his 
Imperial  majefty,  unlefs  they  have 
received  the  regiufn  exfcquatur,''' 

Canterbury,  April  18.  Yellerday 
morning,  about  a  quarter  before 
ten  o'clock,  the  corning-mill  and 
dufting-houfe,  belonging  to  the 
royal  powder-mills  at  Feverfhara, 
con  taining, as  fuppofed, about  ninety 
barrels  ot  gunpowder,  by  fome  un- 
known accident,  fuddenly  blew  np. 
The  fragments  were  fcattered  round 
with  great  violence  in  every  direc- 
tion, and  three  men,  who  were  at 
work  in  them,  loft  their  lives.  Two 
only  of  the  bodies  have  as  yet  beea 
found  :  one  of  them  was  taken  up 
about  forty  rods  from  the  mill,  with- 
out a  head,  legs,  or  arms. 

By  the  explofion,  all  the  fur- 
rounding  mills,  working-houfes, 
and  buildings,  were  either  wholly, 
or  in  part,  unroofed  :  in  fome  the  ^ 
floors  and  chimnies  were  entirely 
broken  down  ;  in  others  the  win- 
dow-frames were  forced  out  ;  and 
in  all  the  glafs  was  ihivered  tf> 
pieces.  Some  houfes  near  the  mill 
are  totally  deftroyed,  and  all  the 
furniture  and  effects  of  the  inhabi- 
tants rendered  ufelefs.  In  one  of 
them,whichftands  about  twentyrods 
from  the  fpot  where  the  mill  blew 
up,  a  man,  his  wife,  and  two  chil- 
dren, luckily  efcaped  unhurt,  tho' 
the  windows,  with  their  frames,  and 
all  the  houfhold  furniture,  were 
broken  in  pieces,  the  doors  forced 
off  the  hinges,  and  part  of  the 
chimney 
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chimney  beaten  down.  Another 
perfon,  an  attendant  upon  a  mill 
then  at  work,  who  was  writing  up- 
on a  bench  on  the  outfide,  was  in- 
llantly  covered  with  the  ruins  ; 
which,  however,  being  all  large 
pieces  of  timber,  fell  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  do  him  no  injury,  ex- 
cept his  being  rendered  fenfelefs 
for  a  fhort  time  after  :  the  bottle 
which  contained  the  ink,  was  fhi- 
vered  in  pieces.  We  do  not  learn 
that  any  other  perfons,  except  the 
above,  were  either  wounded  or 
bruifed,  though  bricks,  tiles,  mor- 
tar, &c.  fell  in  almoll  every  direc- 
tion. 

Mod  of  the  houfes  in  Weft-ftrefet, 
and  the  adjoining  parifh  of  Da- 
vington  (the  church  of  which  is  un- 
roofed) are  greatly  damaged,  and 
fome  fo  Ihattered,  as  to  require  a 
repair  little  fhort  of  rebuilding. 
The  windows  in  the  weftern  part 
of  the  town  of  Feverfliam,  are  molt- 
ly  broken,  and  the  glafs  forced  in- 
to the  llreet  :  the  other  parts  have 
fuffered,  but  not  very  materially. 

EAST-INDIAHOUSE, 
April  19,    1 781. 

The  24th  of  July,  17S0,  advice 
was  received  at  Fort  St.  George, 
that  Hyder  All's  cavalry  had  en- 
tered the  Carnatic  in  different 
places,  whereupon  the  troops  in 
cantonments  were  ordered  to  af- 
femble  at  St.  Thomas's  Mount  ; 
and  a  ftrong  detachment  under  co- 
lonel Baillie,  who  commanded  in 
the  Guntoor  Circar,  was  ordered 
to  the  prefidency.  In  the  mean 
time  Hyder  himfelf,  with  the  main 
body  oi  his  army,  entered  by  the 
pafs  of  Changamah,  reduced  Pol- 
lour,  Chittspet,  and  Arnee,  and 
on  the  2 2d  of  Auguft  fat  down  be- 
fore A  root. 

'I'he  2&th  of  Auguft,  Sir  Heilor 
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Munro  took  the  field,  and  moved 
towards  Conjeveram. 

The  6th  of  September,  the  ge- 
neral was  informed,  that  a  large 
detachment  from  Hyder'sarmy  had 
attacked  colonel  Baillie  at  Peram- 
bancum,  and  been  repulfed  ;  but  as 
colonel  Baillie  was  thereby  weak- 
ened, he  found  it  not  in  his  power 
to  join  the  general  :  it  was  there- 
fore refolved  to  reinforce  colonel 
Baillie  with  a  ftrong  detachment, 
and  colonel  Fletcher  was  ordered 
on  that  fervice. 

The  loth  of  September,  the  ge- 
neral was  informed,  that  colonel 
Baillie  had  been  attacked  and  en- 
tirely defeated  ;  whereupon  it  was 
refolved  to  fall  back  to  Chingleput, 
and  afterwards  to  St.  Thomas's 
Mount,  where  general  Munro  ar- 
rived the  14th  of  September. 

The  lofs  fuflained  by  the  unfor- 
tunate defeat  of  lieutenant-colonel 
Baillie's  detachment,  amounts,  in 
killed,  wounded,  and  prifoners,  to 
about  508  Europeans,  3300  fea- 
poys. 

As  foon  as  intelligence  of  the 
above  difaller  reached  Madras,  re- 
quifition  was  made  to  Bengal  for  a 
fuitable  reinforcement  to  be  fent 
from  thence  with  all  expedition  ; 
whereupon  it  was  refolved,  that  a 
fupply  of  money  fhould  be  fent  to 
the  relief  of  Fort  St.  George,  and 
that  a  large  detachment  of  Euro- 
pean infantry  and  artillery  fhould 
alfo  proceed  thither  immediately  ; 
and  likcvvife  that  lieutenant-gene- 
ral Sir  Eyre  Coote  fiiould  fail  di- 
rectly to  take  upon  himfelf  the  com- 
mand of  the  army  on   the  coaft. 

It  was  alfo  refoved  to  detach  a 
large  body  of  feapoys,  for  the  far- 
ther protedlion  and  defence  of  the 
country,  as  foon  as  the  feafon  lliould 
permit  of  their  inarching  bv  land. 

In 


1781.] 


OCCURRENCES. 


(47) 


In  confequence  of  the  above  re- 
folutions,  general  Coote  left  Cal- 
cutta the  13th  of  Oaober,  1783, 
and  arrived  at  Fort  St.  George  the 
cth  of  November  following,  with 
two  companies  of  European  artil- 
lery, 660  Lafcars,  fix  companies  of 
European  infantry,  and  one  com- 
pany of  volunteers  ;  but  Arcot  had 
unfortunately  furrendered  to  Hyder 
two  days  before  the  arrival  of  ge- 
neral Coote  at  Madras. 

The  army  under  general  Coote 
was  formed  into  three  grand  di- 
vifions,  on  Choultry  Plain,  between 
three  and  four  miles  fouthward  of 
Madras,  during  the  north-eaitmon- 
foon.  The  general  took  up  his 
refidence  with  one  of  them,  in  or- 
der to  be  in  readinefs  to  embrace 
the  firfl:  opportunity  that  fhould  of- 
fer of  gaining  advantage  over  the 
enemy,  and  has  given  the  ftrongell 
affurance  that  his  utmoft  endea- 
vours fhall  be  ufed  to  re-eftab!ilh 
the  intereft  of  the  company,  and  to 
fupport  the  honour  of  the  Britiih 
arms  on  the  coail,  and  he  hopes  by 
the  next  opportunity  to  be  able  to 
tranfrait  more  agreeable  accounts. 
Extra5l  of  a  Letter  from  Madras^ 
051.  24,    1780. 

*'  After  the  late  fatal  adlion  with 
Hyder  Ali,  lord  M'Leod  fent  him 
a  letter  by  a  flag  of  truce,  recom- 
mending, ia  the  name  of  the  king 
of  Great  Britain,  humanity  to  the 
prifoners  ;  expreffing,  at  the  fame 
time,  a  wifh  to  know  their  num- 
bers, and  particularly  the  names  of 
the  officers,  and  concluding  with  a 
requell  that  fome  papers  might  be 
returned  which  his  lordfhip  had 
loil,  but  which  could  be  of  no  con- 
fequence only  to  himfelf.  To  this 
Hyder  returned,  verbatim,  the  fol- 
lowing haughty  anfvver  : 

"  Colonel  Baillie  and  officers,  are 
anve,  excepting  colonel  Fletcher, 


who  was  flain  in  battle.  They  will 
be  treated  accordingly  well.  Had 
I  an  army  confilHng  of  a  few,  I 
might  find  your  papers ;  but  with 
an  army  amounting  to  100,000 
horfe,  how  can  you  think  I  am  able 
to  get  them  for  you  ?  What  can  I 
fay  more  ?" 
Admiralty-Office,  April  23,  1 7  8 1 . 
Captain  Douglas,  of  his  majeA 
ty's  fhip  the  Venus,  arrived  at  this 
office  yeflerday  afternoon  from  St. 
Euftatius,  with  defpatches  from  ad- 
miral Sir  George  Bridges  Rodney, 
baronet,  knight  of  the  Bath,  and 
commander  in  chief  of  his  majef. 
ty's  fhips  at  the  Leeward  Iflands, 
to  Mr.  Stephens,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing are  extracts  and  copies. 
ExtraH  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  George 
BryJc^es  Rodney  hart,  to  Mr.  Ste- 
phens, dated  Sand-zvich,  at  Eufla- 
tlus,  March  17,  1 781. 
I  am  happy  in  congratulating 
their  lordlhips,  that  in  addition  to 
the  iflands  of  St.  Euftatius,  St. 
Martin's,  Saba,  and  the  French, 
ifland  of  St.  Bartholomew  (whicli 
furrendered  yeflerday)  has  been  ad- 
ded to  his  majefty's  dominions  the 
very  valuable  acquifition  of  the  two 
Dutch  colonies  of  Demerary  and 
Iflequibo,  upon  the  Spaniih  main  ; 
and  although  thofe  colonies  had 
furrendered  upon  thefuppcfe  Jterma 
given  to  St.  Euftatius,  yet  general 
Vaughan  and  myfelf  thought  they 
ought  to  be  put  quite  on  a  different 
footing,  and  not  treated  as  an  ifland, 
whofe  inhabitants,  though  belong- 
ing to  a  ftace,  who  by  public  treaty 
was  bound  to  alfift  Great  Britain 
againfi:  her  avowed  enemies,  had 
ncverchelefs  openly  aflifted  her  pub- 
lic enemy,  and  the  rebels  to  her 
Itate,  with  every  neceffary  and  im- 
plement of  war  and  provifions,  per- 
fidioufly  breaking  the  treaties  they 
had  fwcrn  to  maintain. 
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We,  therefore,  to  eafe  the  minds 
of  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  colonies, 
and  to  enable  them  to  experience 
the  happinefs  and  fecurity  of  Bri- 
tifh  government,  difpatched  their 
deputies  back  with  the  enclofed 
terms,  which  we  flatter  ourfelves 
will  meet  with  his  majefty's  royal 
approbation. 

Great  merit  is  due  to  general 
Cunningham,  governor  of  Barba- 
does,  who  fent  a  fummons  by  cap- 
tain Pender,  of  his  majefty's  floop 
Barbuda,  and  the  Surprife,  captain 
Day,  whom  1  had  ordered  to  be 
flationed  off  that  coaft,  in  order  to 
blockade  thofe  rivers. 

Enclofed  I  have  the  honour  to 
fend  their  lordlhips  an  account  of 
the  prefent  infant  produce  of  the 
colonies  of  Demerary  and  Iffequi- 
tq,  as  given  me  by  the  gentlemen 
fent  as  deputies  to  general  Vaughan 
and  myfelf. 

Thefe  colonies,  in  the  hands  of 
Great  Britain,  if  properly  encou- 
raged, in  a  few  years  will  employ 
more  fhips,  and  produce  more  re- 
venue to  the  crown,  than  all  the 
Fritifh  Well  India  iflands  united. 

P.S.  The  Dutch  (hips  feized  by 
the  privateers  at  Demerary,  are 
droits  to  the  admiralty,  the  priva- 
teers having  no  commiflion  to  take 
them. 

Extradl    of  another   Letter  from   Sir 

George   BryJges  Rodney,   hart,  to 

Mr.  Stcphcfis,  dated  Sand'i.v'uh,  at 

St.  Eultatii/s,  March  17,    1781. 

The   furrender   of  the  ifland  of 

St.  Barcholomew,  will  prevent  the 

French   privateers   from   fhcltering 

themfclves  under  it,  and  diftreffing 

the  trade  of  his  majefty's  fubjedls. 

The  capture  of  St.  K.uftatiu&  has 
diftrcffed  the  French  iflands  beyond 
conception  :  they  are  greatly  in 
want  of  every  fpecies  of  provifions 
a.nd  ftores ;  I  will  ufo  my  beft  en- 


deavours to  blockade  them  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  I  hope  will  prevent 
their  receiving  any.  The  only  dan- 
ger is  from  I'he  Britiih  iflands, 
vvhofe  merchants,  regardlefs  of  the 
duty  they  owe  their  country,  have 
already  contracted  with  the  enemy 
to  fupply  them  with  provifions  and 
naval  ftores*  My  utmoft  attention 
fhall  be  ufed  to  prevent  their  trea- 
fon  taking  place. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  frtim  his  excellency 
(jrovernor  Cunningham,  to  his  ex- 
cellency P.  Vanfchulknhurgh^  De* 
jnerary. 

Sir,  Barhadoes,  Fch.  18,  1781^ 
Having  received  information  from 
Mr.  Clark,  who  lately  arrived  from 
Demerary,  that,  upon  the  fuppo- 
fltion  that  hoftilities  were  likely  to 
commence  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  States  General  of  the  Unit- 
ed Provinces,  your  excellency  was 
apprehenfive  that  the  fettlement 
under  your  government  might  pof- 
fibly  fall  a  prey  to  privateers,  as 
you  were  in  no  condition  to  refift  ; 
and  that,  to  avoid  the  confequences 
of  their  irregularity,  you  are  will- 
ing to  furrender  to  one  of  his  ma-* 
jefty's  fiiips  of  war  ;  I  therefore^  to 
comply  with  your  wiflies,  have  fent 
lieutenant  Forreft,  an  officer  of  the 
90th  regiment,  with  a  flag  of  truce* 
which  flag  the  commander  of  the 
king's  ftiip  will  convey  to  you,  and 
afibrd  you  an  opportunity  of  fur- 
rendering  the  government  under 
your  command  to  the  king  of  Great 
Britain,  which  will  entitle  you  to 
the  fame  terms  as  thofe  granted  by 
admiral  Sir  George  Brydges  Rod- 
ney, and  general  Vaughan,  to  St. 
Euftatia,  Saba,  and  St.  Martin's. 

Captain  Pender,  of  his  majefty's 
fliip  Barbuda,  I  flatter  myfelf  will 
be  able  to  accomplilh  this  objeft, 
who  will  acquaint  me  with  your 
refolution  :    when  a   proper   force 
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fhall  be  fent  to  keep  pofTeffion  for 
the  king  my  mafter. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Ja.  Cunningham. 
His  excellency  P.  Vanfchuy- 

lenburgh,  Demerary. 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  go'vernor 

and  council  of  Demerary^  to  his  cx^ 

celleyicy  Sir  George  Brydges  Rodney. 
Sir, 

We  having  furrendered  our  co- 
lony to  the  captains  G.  Day  and 
F.  Pender,  commanding  his  majef- 
ty's  Ihips  the  Surprize  and  Barbu- 
da, and  likewife  having  received  a 
letter  from  general  Cunningham, 
offering,  in  cafe  we  would  give  our 
colony  up  to  his  Britannic  majef- 
ty,  the  fame  terms  to  us  as  your 
excellency  has  granted  to  St.  Eu- 
llatius,  to  which  letter  and  our  an- 
fwer  we  take  the  liberty  to  refer  ; 
which  gentlemen  have  taken  the 
fame  in  name  of  his  Britannic 
majefty  :  but  as  they  could  not  fliow 
us  thofe  terms,  we  have  taken  the 
liberty  to  commit  two  gentlemen 
of  this  river,  being  Jofeph  Bourda, 
efq.  member  of  the  council,  and 
J.  Haflin,  efq.  one  of  the  principal 
inhabitants,  with  direftions  to  pro- 
ceed to  your  excellency  with  cap- 
tain Pender,  who  offered  a  paffage 
to  them  ;  and  although  the  time 
©f  his  departure  was  very  fhort  at 
hand,  we  have  gladly  embraced  this 
opportunity,  as  the  firlt  to  inform 
your  excellency  of  the  real  fitua- 
tion  of  this  colony,  and  propofe 
your  excellency  to  grant  in  fome 
article  for  the  benefit  of  the  fame, 
which  we  have  reafon  to  expeft 
from  your  excellency's  known  hu- 
manity and  univerfal  benevolent 
charafter. 

We  hope  that  your  excellency 
will  approve  of  this  proceeding, 
and  allow  thefe  gentlemen  all  pro- 
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teftion  that  they  may  want  during 
the  time  of  their  commifTion. 

We  recommend  ourfelves  to  your 
excellency's  proteftion,  and  have 
the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your   excellency's    moft   obedi- 
ent and  very  humble  fervants. 
Commander   and    Council  of 
Demerary. 
Demerary,  P.  VanSchuylenburgh. 
March  2,  D.  Creefts. 
1781.      L.  J.D.  VanGrovellinsi 
By  order  of  the  honourable  council, 

J.  L.  C.  Van  Baerle^  fecretary. 
His  excellency  Sir  G.  B.  Rodney. 

COPY. 
By  Sir  George  Brydges  Rodney,  hart<, 
knight  of  the  Bath,  admiral  of  the 
ivhite,  and  commander  in  chief  of 
his  maje'fy'^s  JJyips  and  niejjels  em- 
ployed, and  to  he  employed,  at  Bar' 
hadoes,  the  Lee=ward  Ijlands,  and 
the  feas  adjacent  ;  and  hy  the  ho- 
nourable general    John    Faughan, 
commander  in  chief  of  bis  majefy^s 
land  forces  employed  in  the  If'^eji  hi' 
diesil^c.  I3c.   iffc.  _ 
Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  De- 
merary, and  the  river  IfTequibo,  and 
dependencies,  have  furrendered  at 
difcretion  to  the  arms  of  his  Bri- 
tannic majelty  ;   it  is  hereby  grant- 
ed to  the  inhabitants  to  remain  in 
full  poiTefiion  of  their  property,  and 
to   be   governed    by  their  preient 
laws  till  his   majefly's   pleafure  is 
known* 

All  the  property^  Ilores,  .^^c.  be-^ 
longing  to  the  Dutch  Welt  India 
company,  to  be  delivered  up  to  his 
Britannic  majefty's  ofhcers. 

The  inhabitants  to  take  the  oaths 
of  allegia.ice  to,  and  be  admitted 
under  the  proteftion  of,  the  cro\vn 
of  Great  Britain  ;  and  will  be  al- 
lowed to  export  their  produce  to 
Great  Britain,  or  the  Britilh  illands 
of  Tobago  and  Barbadoes,  in  Bri- 
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tllh  bottoms,  and  treated  in  all  re- 
fpefls  as  Biitifh  fubjedh,  till  his 
majefty's  pleafure  be  known. 

The  commandant  and  the  other 
officers  have  leave  to  go  to  Hol- 
land in  a  cartel,  taking  with  them 
all  their  efiedis  of  whatever  nature  : 
the  troops  to  have  the  fame  indul- 
gence. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  St.  Eu- 
ftatius,  this  14th  day  of  March, 
1781. 

G.  B.  RoDNF.y. 
John   Vaughan. 

The  prefent  annual  produce  of 
the  infant  colonies  of  Demerary 
and  Iffequibo  : 

Ten  thoufand  hoglheads  of  fu- 
gar;  rum  in  proportion. 

Five  million  of  pounds  of  coffee. 

Eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
of  cotton. 

Cocoa  and  indigo  not  afcertained 
as  yet. 

It  appears  by  the  letters  receiv- 
ed by  captain  Douglas,  that  feve- 
ral  Eritilh  privateers  had  entered 
the  river  Demerary  before  the  ar- 
rival of  his  majeliy's  floops  Sur- 
prize and  Barbuda,  and  taken  poi- 
feflion  of  a  large  number  of  Dutch 
merchant  Ihips  in  that  river. 
Jldmirahy-Officey  April  24,   1781. 

Capt.  Balfour  arrived  this  morn- 
ing with  defpatches  from  vice-ad- 
miral Arbuthnot,  commander  in 
chief  of  his  majefty's  fhips  in  North- 
Arrierica,  to  Mr.  Stephens,  of  whicli 
the  following  are  copy  and  extradl  : 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from   'vice- admiral 

Jrhuthnot^  to  Mr.  Stephens,  dated 

Royal  Oak,  in  Lynne  Havefi  Bay, 
'  March  20,    1781. 

My  letter  of  the  15th  ult.  by  the 
Mercury  pacquet,  will  have  ac- 
quainted their  lordfliips  with  the 
lofs  of  the  Culloden  and  difmafture 
of  the,  Bedford,  in  a  gale  of  wind, 
on  the  23d  of  January,  at  the  eaft 


end  of  Long  Iiland,  and  of  the 
abfence  of  the  America,  which  at 
that  time  was  driven  to  fea,  but  re- 
turned without  damage  on  the  8th 
ult. 

In  the  mean  while  every  poffible 
exertion  wa^n  made  to  get  the  lower 
mafts  out  of  the  Culloden  for  the 
Bedford  ;  but  the  weather  was  fo 
exceedingly  fevere  and  tcmpeftuous, 
that  it  v\'as  not  eifedled  until  the 
lit.  curt. 

The  enemy  deriving  courage  and 
confidence  from  thefe  misfortunes 
ac  one  time,  during  the  abfence  of 
the  America,  and  believing  that  the 
Bedford  alfo  was  loll,  meditated  an 
attack  upon  us,  which,  however, 
.they  laid  afide,  after  their  emifla- 
ries  had  reconnoitred  our  poiitioa 
in  Gardiner's  Bay. 

An  attempt  was  next  made  againfl 
our  naval  force  employed  to  co-ope- 
rate with  brigadier-general  Arnold 
in  Virginia.  I  received  early  in- 
timation of  their  intentions,  and 
accordingly  put  thefe  officers  upon 
their  guard.  This  was  to  hare  been 
executed  by  the  Eveille,  a  coppered 
64,  and  two  frigates,  which  failed 
from  Rhode- Iiland  on  the  8th  of 
February  ;  but  finding  it  impoflible 
to  fucceed  in  that  quarter,  left  it 
on  the  19th  following. 

I  had,  on  the  communication  of 
this  intelligence,  defpatched  the 
Charles-Town  to  Carolina,  to  order 
the  Chatham  (of  whofe  arrival  I 
had  been  informed)  v/ith  the  Roe- 
buck, Romulus,  and  fome  frigates, 
to  proceed  to  Virginia,  and  endea- 
vour to  cut  off  their  return  ;  which, 
however,  was  rendered  abortive  by 
the  Ihortnefs  of  their  flay.  I  am 
forry  to  add,  that  they  fell  in  witJi 
and  captured  the  Romulus  on  their 
pafiage  back,  olF  the  Capes  of  Vir- 
ginia, as  flie  was  proceeding  thi- 
ther from  Charles-Town,  to  relieve 
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the  Charon  ;  having  failed  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  prior  engagement  be- 
fore the  Charles-Tovvn  could  reach 
her. 

It  was  now  neceHary,  from  the 
difcontents  in  the  rebel  army,  and 
among  the  minds  of  the  people,  to 
attempt  fomething  to  revive  a  droop- 
ing caufe  The  danger  of  Virginia 
from  the  enterprifmg  fpirit  of  bri-' 
gadier-general  Arnold,  had  he  been 
llrengthened,  which  was  likely  to 
happen,  muft  become  imminent  : 
the  plan,  therefore,  adopted  by  the 
rebels  and  their  allies,  was,  by  a 
combined  operation  to  attack  him, 
and,  by  redacing  him  and  his  de- 
tachment, to  fet  at  liberty  the  whole 
force  of  the  fouthern  provinces,  to 
adt  againft  lord  Cornwallis  in  Ca- 
rolina. The  parties  from  Mr.  Wafh- 
ington's  army,  under  the  Marquis 
de  la  Fayette,  were  to  proceed  down 
the  Elk  by  the  way  of  Maryland  ; 
vvhilft  a  large  body  of  Virginian 
militia,  under  a  Mr,  Nelfon,  in  this 
colony,  were  collefting  to  attack 
him  in  concert  with  the  French 
troops,  commanded  by  the  Count 
de  Rochambeau.  I  had  the  honour 
to  give  information  of  thefe  defigns 
to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  at  New- 
York  ;  and  as  my  intelligence  from 
Rhode-liland  was  frequently  and 
accurately  repeated,  the  objects  for 
thp  fervice  of  the  fquadron  became 
clear  and  open  to  my  view. 

The  feafon  the  enemy  chofe  to 
execute  this  meafure,  was  while  the 
Bedford  was  remaining.  The  lower 
mails  of  the  Culloden  having  been 
brought  into  Gardiner's  Bay,  Ihe 
hauled  along-fide  the  London,  and 
got  them  in  on  the  5th  curt,  and 
was  completely  rigged  and  ready 
for  fea  the  9th 

The  enemy,  I  prefume,  were  very 
foon  apprifed  of  the  Bedford  be- 
ing entirely  Ilripped,  and  conceiv- 
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ing  this  work  would  take  up  a  con- 
fiderable  time,  began  to  embark 
troops  on  the  5th  :  by  the  8th,  near 
2000  of  their  troops  were  put  on 
board  the  fquadron,  which  had  beea 
previoufly  prepared  in  other  re- 
fpefts,  and  puihed  to  fea  with-a , 
ftrong  eallerly  gale  the  evening  of 
the  fame  day. 

On  the  9th,  the  whole  of  his 
majefty's  fquadron  under  my  com- 
mand, fell  down  to  the  entrance 
of  Gardiner's  Bay  ;  and  the  next 
morning,  juft  before  I  weighed j  I 
received  corroborative  information 
from  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  that  vevy 
conllderable  detachments  were  fend* 
ing  to  the  fouthward  from  Mr. 
Wafliington's  army ;  but  his  excel- 
lency did  not  appear  to  have  any 
immediate  idea  of  re-inforcing  bri- 
gadier-general Arnold  with  troops. 
Suppofing,  however,  that  he  might 
afterwards  judge  it  neceffary,  as  his 
fituation  would  become  extremely 
critical,  I  diredled  captain  Hudfoa 
of  the  Richmond,  the  fenior  of- 
ficer at  New-York,  to  take  his  ex- 
cellency's fentiments  on  the  fub- 
ject;  and,  Ihould  it  be  deemed  pro- 
per, to  take  under  his  convoy  the 
troops  that  might  be  fent  to  aid 
thofe  already  employed  in  Virginia  ; 
but,  Ihould  his  excellency  think 
fuch  relief  unneceffary,  he  was  to 
join  me  oft"  the  Chefapeak,  vyith 
the  Richmond,  Orpheus,  and  any 
others  of  his  majefty's  Ihips  that 
might  arrive  at  New-York  in  the 
interim. 

On  the  loth,  I  cleared  the  coaft 
of  Long  Ifland  with  the  fquadron, 
and  proceeded  to  the  fouthward  as 
expeditioufly  as  pofTiblcj  in  the  hope 
of  being  able  to  fight  the  enemy 
before  their  entry  into  the  Chefa. 
peak,  or,  if  prafticable,  to  attack 
them  there. 

On  the  13th,  in  lat.  39,  30  north, 
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within  a  few  leagues  of  the  coaft, 
I  fpoke  with  a  vcflel  from  London 
for  New- York,  which  had  feen  the 
French  fquadron  the  day  before  a 
degree  to  the  fouthward,  confilling 
of  eight  fail  of  large  fhips,  three 
frigates,  and  a  tender,  I  parted 
from  her  the  fame  evening,  and 
ileered  fuch  a  courfe  as  would  bell 
enable  me  to  intercept  it. 

On  the  1 6th,  at  fix,  A.  M.  the 
Iris  made  the  fignal  for  difcovering 
five  ftrange  fail  to  the  N.N.E.  and 
foon  afterwards  hailed,  that  they 
were  large  fhips  fleering  for  the 
Capes  of  Virginia,  and  fuppofed  to 
be  diftant  about  three  miles.  I 
immediately  concluded  it  mull  be 
the  enemy  I  was  in  fearch  of,  and 
accordingly  prepared  the  fquadron 
for  battle,  by  forming  the  line  a- 
head  a  cable's  length  afunder,  on 
a  wind  which  was  then  frefli,  and 
proceeding  towards  them  with  a 
prefs  of  fail  :  at  this  time  Cape 
Henry  bore  S.  W.  by  W.  diftant 
about  14  leagues,  wind  at  weft  ; 
the  French  bearing  from  us  N.N.E. 
the  weather  fo  hazy  that  the  length 
of  the  Britilh  line  could  fcarcely  be 
difcerned. 

At  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after 
eight  A.  M.  the  wind  veered  to 
N.  W.  by  W.  and  foon  after  to  N. 
by  W.  which  gave  the  enemy  the 
advantage  of  the  weather-gage. 
About  this  time  feveral  of  the  ene- 
my's ftiips  were  difcovered  to  wind- 
ward, manoeuvring  to  torm  their 
^ne. 

At  25  minutes  after  eight,  the 
Guadaloupe  ranged  up  under  our 
lee,  bringing  the  fame  intelligence 
with  that  already  given  by  the  Iris, 
and  was  ordered  to  make  fail,  and 
endeavour  to  keep  fight  of  the  ene- 
my. 

At  2S  niinutes  after  eight,  I  di- 
lefted  the  Iris,  by  figual,  to  make 


fail  a-head  and  keep  fight  of  the 
enemy,  as  the  haze  appeared  to 
thicken.  The  Britifti  line  was,  by 
this  time,  completely  formed,  and 
clofe  hauled  on  the  larboard  tack. 

At  20  minutes  after  nine,  the 
headmoft  of  the  French  ihips  tack- 
ed, as  did  the  reft  in  fucceflion,  and 
formed  the  line  on  the  llarboard 
tack. 

At  35  minutes  after  nine,  the  wea- 
ther being  very  fqually,  I  formed 
the  line  a-head  at  two  cables  length 
afunder. 

At  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  ten, 
I  made  the  fignal  for  the  fquadron 
to  tack,  the  headmoft  and  weather- 
moft  firft,  and  gain  the  wind  of  the 
enemy. 

At  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after 
eleven,  the  headmoft  of  the  French 
line  tacked  ;  but  one  of  them  hav- 
ing mifted  ftays,  the  reft  wore,  and 
formed  the  line  on  the  larboard 
tack. 

At  40  minutes  after  eleven,  t 
reformed  my  line,  at  one  cable's 
length  afunder. 

At  twelve  o'clock,  there  being 
a  profpeft  of  the  van  of  my  line 
reaching  the  enemy,  the  whole  of 
my  line  tacked  by  fignal,  the  van 
firft,  and  the  leading  ftiip  continu- 
ing to  lead  on  the  other  tack. 

At  ten  o'clock,  the  French  fqua» 
dron  having  completed  their  form 
in  a  line  a-head,  confifting  of  eight 
two-deckers,  bore  E.  by  S.  the  Bri- 
tifti line  clofe  hauled,  fleering  E.S.E. 
wind  at  N.  E. 

At  half  an  hour  after  one  o'clock, 
the  enemy  being  very  apprehenfive 
of  the  danger  and  inconvenience  of 
engaging  to  windward  from  the 
high  fea  that  was  running,  and 
fqually  weather,  wore  and  formed 
their  line  to  leeward  of  the  Britifli 
line. 

At  two  o'clock  ihe  van  of  my 
fquadroa 
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fquadron  wore  in  the  line,  and  in 
a  few  minutes  the  Robuft,  which 
led  the  fleet,  and  afterwards  behav- 
ed in  the  moft  gallant  manner,  was 
warmly  engaged  with  the  van  of 
the  enemy.  The  (hips  in  the  van 
and  centre  of  the  line  were  all 
warmly  engaged  by  half  an  hour 
pad  two,  and  by  three  o'clock  the 
French  line  was  broken  :  their 
fhips  began  foon  after  to  wear,  and 
to  form  their  line  again,  with  their 
heads  to  the  fouth-eaft  into  the 
ocean. 

At  20  minutes  after  three  I  wore 
and  flood  after  them.  I  was  forry 
to  obferve  the  Robuft,  Prudent, 
and  Europe,  which  were  the  head- 
moft  fhips,  and  received  the  whole 
of  the  enemy's  fire  at  their  rigging 
as  they  bore  down,  fo  entirely  dif- 
abled,  and  the  London's  main  top- 
fail-yard  being  carried  away,  (the 
two  firft  unmanageable  laying  with 
their  heads  from  the  enemy)  as  to 
be  incapable  of  purfuit,  and  of 
rendering  the  advantage  we  had 
gained  decifive. 

At  half  after  four  the  haze  came 
on  fo  very  thick,  as  entirely  to  in- 
tercept the  enemy  from  my  view. 
The  Medea  joined  me  foon  after, 
which  I  direded  to  follow,  and  ob- 
ferve the  route  of  the  enemy,  while 
I  proceeded  with  the  fquadron  to 
the  Chefapeak,  in  the  hope  of  in- 
tercepting them  Ihould  they  attempt 
to  get  in  there. 

At  feven  o'clock  I  brought  to 
v.'ith  the  fquadron,  to  put  the  dif- 
abled  fhips  in  a  fituation  to  execute 
thefe  intentions. 

Next  morning  I  made  fail,  and 
the  fame  evening  (the  Robuft  be- 
ing towed  by  the  America,  and  the 
Prudent  by  the  Adamant)  anchor- 
ed with  the  whole  fquadron  about 
three  leagues  to  theealhvard  of  Cape 
Charles,    within     Cape     Henry  : 


the  evening  after,  the  whole  fqua- 
dron anchored  in  Lynne-HavenBay. 

I  cannot  but  regret  that  the  early 
flight  of  the  enemy  prevented  the 
aftion  from  becoming  general. 

I  have  had  a  conference  with 
brigadier-general  Arnold,  and  find 
his  forces  began  to  be  preft  for  pro- 
vifion,  as  well  as  by  the  formidable 
combination  againft  him.  Fa- 
yette's continental  detachment  is 
blocked  up  at  Annapolis  by  his 
majelly's  floops  the  Hope  and  Ge- 
neral Monk.  The  Rebel  militia, 
difafFefted  to  the  fcrvice,  will 
fpeedily  difperfe  ;  and  the  Count 
de  Rochambeau  muft  feek  another 
opportunity  of  viflting  Virginia. 
The  plan  of  the  Rebel  campaign  is 
entirely  difconcerted  ;  and  1  flatter 
myfelf  thefe  events  will  be  pro- 
duftive  of  very  folid  advantages  to 
his  majefty's  fervice. 

I  have  detached  frigates  after  the 
enemy,  and  fhall  put  to  fea  imme- 
diately with  the  fquadron  to  follow 
their  movements,  and  bring  them, 
if  pofTible  to  a  fecond  aftion.  In 
this  firft  they  muft  have  loft  great 
numbers  of  men,  though  their 
rigging  fuffered  little  to  appear- 
ance. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclofe  a 
return  of  the  killed  and  wounded, 
lift  and  difpofition  of  the  fquadron, 
and  line  of  battle. 

Capt.  Balfour,  who  is  charged 
with  the  delivery  of  this  letter, 
ferved  as  a  volunteer  for  fix  weeks 
on  board  the  Royal  Oak,  and  was 
with  me  in  the  day  of  a61;ion. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c, 

M.  Arbuthnot. 
Extra^i  nf  a  Letter  froin  ^jice-admi' 

ral   Arhuthnot^    to    Mr,    Stephens, 

dutcd  Royal  Oak,  i7i  Lynne-tiaveii 

Bay,   March  30,    178% 

In  continuation  of  my   letter  of 

the  20th  inftant,  I  have  the  honour 
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to   acquaint  you  that  I  put  to  fea 
with  the  fquadron  under  my  com- 
mand on  the  morning  of  the  24th, 
and  fleered  a  courfe  for  the  Dela- 
war,  where  it  was  conceived  likely 
the  enemy  might  endeavour  to  take 
refuge;    but   as    the    ftate   of  the 
weather  towards  noon  appeared  to 
indicate  a  gale,  which  is  generally 
expeded  at  this  feafon,  I  judged  it 
advifeable    to   return   to    the   bay, 
where  I  anchored  the  fame  evening. 
On  the  26th  a  re-inforcement  of 
troops,    in    number    about    2Coo, 
commanded       by       major-general 
Phillips,  arrived   from  New  York, 
under  the  Elccrt  of  capt.   Hudfon, 
of  the   Richmond,  with   the  fhips 
and  veflels  named  in  the  Margin  * 
At  the  fame  time  the  Iris  and  Pearl, 
v/hich  had  been  detached  to  obferve 
tlie   route  of  the  enemy,  returned 
without  having   difcovered    them  ; 
the  former  had   fprung  her  main- 
mail  in  the  late  galg. 

The  Medea  was  imrnediately 
defpatched  to  reconnoitre  theDela- 
war. 

The  army  under  major-general 
philips  v;as  imrnediately  forwarded 
to  Portfmouth  ;  and  the  jundion 
effefted  between  the  forces  at  pre- 
fent  there  under  brigadier-general 
Arnold. 

I  wait  with  great  impatience  to 
embrace  the  firft opportunity  to  put 
to  fea,  which  I  Ihall  feize  the  mo- 
ment it  offers.  For  thefe  lail  two 
days  the  weather  has  been  fo 
fqually,  as  to  preclude  all  com- 
munication by  boats  between  the 
fhips  of  the  fquadron. 
Return  of  the  killed  and  wounded 
in  the  adtion  between  the  Britifp 
and    French    fquadrons  off    the 


*  Orphius,  Chatham,  Savage,  Hallifax, 
Sonetta,  Vulcan  lire-fhip. 


Capes  of  Virginia,  March    16, 
1781. 

Killed.  Wounded. 

Robufl      —       15  21 

Europe      —         8  19 

Prudent     —         7  .       24 

Royal  Oak           —  3 

London     —        —  3 

Adamant  —        —  — 

Bedford    —         —  — 

America   —        —  3 

Total       30  73 

OFFICER     KILLED. 

Hon.  lieutenant  Lyttelton,  of  the 
Robuft. 

OFFICER   WOUNDED. 

Mafter  of  the  America. 

Royal  Oak, 
Lyrne-Haven  Bay, 
March  28,    1781. 

M.    ARBUTHNOTt 

LINE    of    BATTLE, 

Marrlot  Aibuthnot,  Efq.  vice-admiral  of 

the  white,  commander  in  chief. 
The  America  to  lead  with  the  ftarboard, 

and  the  Robuft  to  lead  with  the  larboard 

tacks  on  board. 


Rates.  Ships.  Guns, 

3.  America       Capt.  Thompfon  64 
.     Bedford       Capt.  A^leck         74 

4.  Aaamast    Capt.  Johnfton      50 
("Rear  Ad.  Graves  7 


London 


I  Capt.  Graves      59° 


Men. 
500 
600 
359 
768 


rV     Adm.    Ar-T 

3.  Royal  Oak  }        buthnot        ^  74  624 

t.Capt.  Swiney   j 

Prudent         Capt.  Burnet        64  500 

Europe  Capt.  Child  64  509 

Robuft  Capt.  Colby         74  600 

Frigates. 

Guadaloupe,  Pearl,    to  repeat  fig- 
nals.  Iris. 

Given  on  board  his  majef- 
ty's  fhip  the  Royal  Oak,' 
in  Gardiner's  Bay,  Feb. 
13,  1781.         M.Arbuthnot. 

A  Hft 
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A  lift  of  the  French  ihlps  compof- 
int^  the  enemy's  fquadron,  on 
the  6th  of  March,   1781. 

Ships,  Guns. 

Neptune  (coppered)     —     84. 
Burgoyne  (copperedi  8^ 

Conquerant  74- 

Provence         —         —        64 
Ardent  —  —         64 

Jafon         —  —       —     64 

Eveille  (coppered)       —      64 
Romulus        —        —        40 
Frigates  :  Hermione,  Gentile,  Fan- 

tafque,  en  Flute. 
Royal  Oak, 
Lynne  Haven  Bay, 
March  28,  1781.  M.Arbuthnot. 
[This  Ga/.ette  contains  alfo  an 
additional  inftruiElion  from  his  ma- 
jefty,  dated  April  21,  inftanr,  to 
all  fhips  of  war  and  privateers,  not 
to  prevent  the  interruption  of  trade 
and  navigation  in  the  Baltic,  as 
follows  :  "  We  do  hereby  ftriftly 
charge  and  enjoin  the  commanders 
of  our  fhips  of  war,  and  the  com- 
manders of  all  fnips  and  veffcis  hav- 
ing letters  of  marque  and  reprifal, 
that  they  do  not,  by  virtue  of  their 
commiffion?,  or  under  colour  there- 
of, flop  or  detain  any  fhip  or  vef- 
fel  in  the  Bakick,  for  the  purpofe 
of  making  prize  of  the  fame  ;  but 
that  they  fuffer  all  fuch  Ihips  and 
vefl'els  as  they  Ihall  meet  in  thofe 
feas,  to  proceed  on  their  refpcdive 
voyages  without  interruption.] 

J'VhitehaU,  Jfrll  25,  1 7  8 1 . 
Defpatches  were  this  day  receiv- 
ed from  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  knight 
of  the  Bath,  to  lord  George  Ger- 
main, one  of  his  majefty's  princi- 
pal fecretaries  of  ftate,  brought  by 
the  Mercury  pacquet,  from  New- 
York  to  Falmouth,  of  which  the 
following  are  extrafts : 

Ne^jo-Tork,  March  I,    1 78 1. 
My  Lord, 
In  a  letter  of  the   24th    of  Fe- 
bruary (which  was  fent  to  England 


by  the  Adventure  brig,  and  of 
which  a  duplicate  is  tranfmitted 
herev/ith)  I  had  the  honour  of  giv- 
ing your  lordlhip  all  the  informa- 
tion 1  could  with  propriety  do,  by 
fuch  an  uncertain  conveyance.-  I 
therein  told  your  lordOiip  that  the 
pacquet  waited  only  for  the  admi- 
ral's defpatches  for  Europe-  But 
circumilances  began  to  aliume  fuch 
an  appearance  at  the  time  of  their 
arrival,  that  I  thought  it  proper  to 
detain  her  a  little  longer,  in  hopes 
of  being  able  to  give  your  lordfhip 
a  clearer  detail  of  events  (which 
feemed  to  prom.ife  the  moll:  impor- 
tant confequences)  than  was  then 
in  my  power  to  do. 

On  the  i6th  ult.  I  received  in- 
formation from  vice-admiral  Ar- 
buthnot,  that  the  French  fleet  at 
Rhode  Ifland  were  all  ready  for 
failing,  fuppofed  for  the  Chefa- 
peak  ;  and  that  a  number  of  troops 
were  embarked  in  tranfports  to  ac- 
company them.  I  immediately  up- 
on this  direfted  a  large  proportipri 
of  troops,  moil  of  them  the  elite 
of  my  army,  to  be  ready  at  a  m.o- 
ment's  warning  to  embark,  with 
major-general  Philips,  under  fuck 
convoy"  as  the  yice-admiral  fnould 
think  proper  to  appoint.  Though 
I  muft  at  the  fame  time  ccnfefs  to 
your  lordfhip,  that  I  then  imagined 
their  objeft  to  be  an  attack  of  our 
fleet  in  Gardiner's  Bay  (in  its  weak 
ftate,  from  the  entire  lofs  of  one 
74,  the  abfence  of  a  lliip  of  the  line, 
and  a  50,  and  another  of  74  be- 
ing difmafted)  and  I  was  the  more 
inclined  vo  form  this  opinion  (which 
I  had  alio  given  to  the  admiral) 
from  the  re'bels  having  made  no 
movements  whatfoever  in  _  their 
camp,  which  indicated  any  inten- 
tion of  detaching  to  the  fouth- 
ward. 

I    was,    however,  on    the    19th, 

alarmed  by  information  from  bri- 

(D  4)  gadier- 
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gadier-gencral  Arnold,  dated  the 
14th,  that  a  French  64,  and  two 
frigates,  blocked  the  Chcfapeak, 
and  had  placed  theinfelves  in  a 
-fituation  to  favour  a  co-operation 
3gainft  our  poft  at  Portfmouth.  I 
despatched  this  intelligence  to  the 
admiral  without  delay  ;  but  I  am 
apprehenfive  that  he  had  no  cer- 
tain information  of  thefe  fliipr-  be- 
ing part  of  the  Rhode-lfland  fqua- 
dron  until  the  21ft  (though  they 
failed  from  thence  the  9th)  as  he 
fuggefted  to  me  nothing  of  fuch  a 
movement  before  his  letter  of  that 
date  (which  was  only  two  days  be- 
fore their  return  thither  with  the 
Romulus  man  of  war,  which  they 
fiad  taken  at  the  entrance  of  the 
Chefapeak)  elfe  I  am  perfuaded 
the  admiral  would  have  fent  to  Vir- 
ginia an  adequate  detachment  from 
his  fleet,  which  was  now  become 
more  refpeftable  by  its  being  re- 
joijied  by  the  two  rniffing  (hips,  and 
the  Bedford's  having  got  in  her 
jury  mafts. 

March  I.  At  this  time  l  receiv- 
ed information,  that  the  rebel  ge- 
Keral  Wafhir.gton,  had  made  a  con- 
iiderable  detachment  to  the  fouth- 
ward  under  the  Marquis  de  la 
Fayette,  clearly  marking  an  inten- 
tion of  either  attempting  fomething 
againft  our  polls  on  Elizabeth  river, 
or  re-enforcing  the  army  under  the 
rebel  general  Green.  Of  this  I 
iikewife  fent  immediate  notice  to 
vice-admiral  Arbuthnot;  and  (tho' 
J  had  indeed  taken  for  granted  he 
had  already  detached  a  proper  num- 
ber of  (hips  to  clear  the  Chefapeak) 
fubmitting  to  him,  if  he  had  not 
done  it,  the  propriety  of  doing  it 
direiSly. 

March  4.  I  now  immediately  em- 
l^arked  the  troops  deftined  for  this 
fervice ;  and  1  direfted  them  to  be 
|)laced  in  a  fituation  froni  whencp 


they  might  proceed  to  fea  at  a  mo- 
ment's notice,  having  reafon  every 
hour  to  expedl  the  admiral's  ap- 
pearing with  his  fquadron  to  efcort 
them,  efpecially  as  I  had  juft  re-f 
ceived  a  letter  from  him,  dated  the 
2d,  to  that  efte£l  ;  and  acquaints 
ing  me  that  he  had  that  morning 
received  undoubtedintelligence  that 
1000  French  troops  embarked  the 
2jth,  to  which  more  were  to  be 
added,  and  thac  they  were  fuppofed 
to  have  failel  for  the  Chefapeak  on 
the  27th. 

On  the  7th,  I  received  another 
letier  from  the  admiral,  dated  the 
4th,  faying,  "  He  would  move  im- 
mediately with  the  (hips,  fending 
a  frignte  to  reconnoitre  Rhode- 
lfland  in  pafTing,  and  regulate  his 
meafures  with  refpedl  to  calling  off 
the  Hook,  by  what  is  difcovered 
there  ;  and  that  he  had  ordered  the 
Richmond,  Orpheus,  and  Savage, 
to  proceed  with  the  re-inforceraent, 
in  cafe  he  fliould  not  call  off  the 
Hook." 

From  thefe  letters  I  was  induced 
to  expeft,  that  I  Ihould  either  fee 
or  hear  from  the  admiral  before  the 
expedition  moved  from  hence:  but, 
by  his  orders  to  the  naval  com- 
manding officer  in  this  port  (of  the 
fame  date,  and  fent,  1  fuppofe,  at 
the  fame  time  with  his  letter  to  me 
of  the  4th)  *'  directing  him  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  tranfports  to  the  Che- 
fapeak, with  all  poffible  expedi- 
tion ;  and  if  1  declined  fending  any 
reinforcement  to  Virginia,  requir? 
ing  him  pofitively  to  join  the  ad- 
miral in  the  Chefapeak  with  all 
poffible  defpatch  ;"  it  feemed  to 
appear,  that  the  admiral  was  al- 
ready failed  to  that  bay.  Captain 
Hudfon,  who  commanded  the  king's 
fliip,  underftood  this  alfo  as  a  po- 
fitive  order  for  him  to  proceed  im- 
mediately. I  hov.-ever  thought  it 
ilngular, 
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Angular,  that  captain  Hudfon  fliould 
receive  from  the  admiral  fuch  po- 
iitive  orders  to  fail  immediately  to 
the  Chefapeak,  when  his  letter  to 
pie  of  the  fame  date  (recapitulat- 
ing thefe  orders)  only  fays,  that  he 
is  direded  to  do  fo,  in  cafe  the  ad- 
miral does  not  call  off  the  Hook, 
liaving  therefore  no  means  of  af- 
certaining,  whether  the  admiral  was 
gone  to  the  Chefapeak  or  no,  or 
whether  he  had  even  failed  from 
Gardiner's  Bay,  or  whether  the 
whole  or  any  part  of  the  French 
fleet  had  moved  from  Rhode-Ifland 
to  the  Chefapeak,  I  thought  it 
right  to  fubmit  to  captain  Hudfon 
the  propriety  of  flaying  a  little 
longer,  in  expedlation  of  this  mat- 
ter being  cleared  up,  either  by  the 
admiral's  appearance  oft'  the  Hook, 
or  at  leaft  a  meftage  from  him  de- 
claratory  of  his  intentions,  as,  dur- 
ing our  prefent  uncertainty,  I  did 
not  think  it  advifable  to  let  the 
troops  go  before  I  heard  again  from 
the  admiral,  with  which  he  was  fo 
obliging  as  to  acquiefce. 

I  immediately  after  this  wrote 
again  to  the  admiral,  informing 
him,  that  the  expedition  to  the 
Chefapeak  only  waited  for  his  or- 
ders ;  and  earneftly  requefting  that 
he  would,  without  lofs  of  time,  fa- 
vour me  with  his  pofitive  advice  re- 
fpeding  this  very  ferious  and  inte- 
relling  fubje£t ;  becaufe,  as  long  as 
I  had  reafon,  from  his  information, 
to  fappofe  that  part  of  the  French 
fleet  were  gone  to  the  Chefapeak, 
I  could  not  think  of  rifquing  fuch 
g  corps  of  troops  under  the  convoy 
of  only  two  frigates,  unlefs  I  was 
aflured  that  he  was  in  a  fituation 
to  cover  them. 

March  1 1 .  Soon  after  this  letter 
was  defpatched,  information  arriv- 
ed from  brigadier-general  Arnoldj 
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dated  the  8th,  that  the  Chefapeak 
was  entirely  clear  of  a  French  na- 
val force.  By  which,  being  per- 
fuaded  that  the  report  of  one  hav- 
ing failed  thither  from  Rhode- 
Kland  on  the  27th  ult.  was  not  well 
founded,  I  did  not  hefitate  a  mo- 
ment to  give  it  to  captain  Hudfon, 
as  my  opinion,  that  the  expeditioa 
Ihould  fail,  without  lofs  of  time, 
under  the  convoy  the  admiral  had 
allotted  for  it,  fuggefting  to  him, 
at  the  fame  time,  whether  he  had 
not  better  take  with  him  all  the 
king's  fliips  now  here,  or  which  he 
might  fall  in  with  on  his  pafTage, 
I  was  alio  more  ftrongly  confirmed 
in  this  opinion  by  a  letter  I  receiv- 
ed from  the  admiral,  dated  the  8th, 
informing  me,  "  That  in  confe- 
quence  of  undoubted  intelligence, 
received  at  two  o'clock  that  after- 
noon, that  the  French  fleet  and 
troops  are  evacuating  Newport  with, 
the  greatelt  expedition,  and  that 
their  dellination  is  certainly  for  Vir- 
ginia." 

March  14.  This  day  a  letter, 
dated  the  nth  at  fea,  was  brought 
to  me  from  the  admiral  by  the  Hal- 
lifax  floop  of  war,  captain  Bowers, 
who  fortunately  fell  in  with  him 
off  Montack  Point,  the  loth  curt. 
In  addition  to  what  the  admiral 
fays,  captain  Bowers  informs  me, 
that  the  whole  French  fleet  failed 
from  Newport  on  the  8th  inllanr, 
I  am  not  without  hopes,  that,  as 
the  admiral  is  clear  of  all  incum- 
brance, notwithftanding  they  had 
two  days  Hart  of  him,  he  will  over- 
take them  before  they  get  the 
length  of  the  Chefapeak,  ftiould 
that  be  really  their  dellination.  But 
ftiould  the  vjce-admiral  be  fo  for- 
tunate as  to  overtake  the  French 
fleet  before  they  reach  the  Chefar 
peak,  I  have  every  hope  of  his  fuc 
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cefs,  which  fo  fine  a  fleet,  and  the 
abilities^of  its  commander  can  give 
inc. 

From  brigadier-general  Arnold's 
letter  to  me,  vour  lordfhip  will  per- 
ceive he  is  under  no  apprehenfions 
of  any  fudden  misfortune  :  and, 
with  refpeft  to  the  rebel  troops 
marched  to  the  fouthward  under 
Fayette,  I  have  no  doubt  their  pro- 
grefs  (at  leaft  by  water)  will  be  im- 
peded, if  the  officer  commanding 
the  king's  Ihips  in  the  Chefapeak 
has  availed  himfelf  of  the  infor- 
mation I  have  fent  him  ;  nor  do  I 
think  they  can  arrive  near  our  pofts 
before  the  20th  at  fooneft.  The 
reinforcements  under  general  Phil- 
lips, wait  only  for  a  wind  to  go  to 
fea.  I  wifh  it  could  have  been 
ftronger,  but  I  have  not  another 
tranfport  left :  thofe  fent  to  Vir- 
ginia with  general  Arnold,  remain- 
ing IHII  there,  I  fuppofe  for  v/ant 
of  convoy  to  bring  them  back. 

The  belt  information  which  my 
late  letters  from  the  fouthward,  and 
intelligence  from  the  rebel  country, 
enable  me  to  give  your  lordftiip, 
refpefting  lord  Cornwallls's  fitua- 
tion,  is,  that  having  forced  the  paf- 
fage  of  the  Catawba,  and  difperfed 
the  militia  who  oppofed  him,  his 
loj-dfliip  had  penetrated  into  North- 
Carolina  as  far  as  Hilllborough, 
driving  before  him  the  rebel  gene- 
rals Green  and  Morgan,  who  fled 
towards  Virginia  with  the  utmoft 
precipitation  :  and  general  Arnold's 
late  defpatches  give  me  reafon  to 
think,  that  his  lordfliip  has  even 
reached  the  banks  of  the  Roanoke. 
TViiiJ/nr,  Jprilzb. 

Yeflerday  afternoon  an  inhuman 
affray  happened  at  an  ale-houfe  in 
this  town  :  a  foldier  drinking  in 
company  with  two  or  three  indif- 
ferent people,  and  the  man  of  the 
houfe   refufing   to  draw   him    any 


more  liquor,  he  took  and  fliot  him 
dead,  and  with  his  bayonet  fixed 
made  at  another  perfon,  who  for- 
tunately efcaped  through  the  win- 
dow, and  immediately  went  to  the 
guard  room  in  the  caftle,  and  gave 
information  :  when  a  party  came 
down,  the  foldier  had  retired  to  his 
apartment,  reloaded  .his  firelock, 
and  on  the  appearance  of  the  firit 
man  to  apprehend  him,  fliot  him 
dead.  His  comrade,  on  feeing  this, 
levelled  and  fhot  the  delinquent 
dead  on  the  fpot. 

MAY. 

1.  This  day  began  to  be  held, 
at  the  Horfe-guards,  a  court-mar- 
tial, appointed  to  examine  into  the 
condudt  of  major  Corbet,  lieute- 
nant-governor of  the  ifland  of  Jer- 
fey. 

2.  Yefterday  was  holden,  at  Sion 
College,  the  anniverfary  meeting 
of  the  London  clergy,  when  a  La- 
tin fermon  was  preached  in  St.  Al- 
phage  church,  by  their  prefident, 
the  Rev.  James  Waller,  D.D.  Af- 
ter which  the  following  gentlemen 
were  elefted  officers  for  the  year  en- 
fuing:  the  Rev.  John  Douglas, D.D. 
prefident  ;  Peter  Whalley,  LL.B. 
and  William  Romaine,  MA.  deans ; 
Thomas  Weales,  D.  D.  Samuel 
Carr,  M.A.  George  Stinton,  D.D. 
and  Henry  Whitfield,  D.  D.  aflift- 
ants. 

ExtraH  of  a  Letter  fro7n  lord  Raiv- 
dofi  to  lord  George  Germabi^  dated 
Camden^  South  Carolina,  March 
23,    1781. 

My  Lord, 
Your  lordlhip  may  probably  ex- 
pe£l,  that,  as  circumltances  have 
allowed  me  the  honour  of  writing 
to  you,  I  fliould  not  negledt  to 
mention  the  ftate  of  affairs  in  the 

diftrift 
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diflrid  which  lord  Cornwallis  has 
committed  to  my  charge.  Some 
daring  but  ill-fupported  efforts  have 
been  made  by  generals  Sumpter  and 
Martin,  to  excite  an  infurredtion  in 
this  province.  They  have  failed  in 
every  attempt,  and  have  been  re- 
peatedly routed  by  our  detach- 
ments ;  but  as  every  man  in  both 
their  corps  is  mounted  (part  being 
armed  with  fwords,  as  cavalry,  and 
part  with  firelocks)  they  quickly 
re-affemble.  The  difficulty  of  get- 
ting proper  appoi  ntmen  ts  in  Charles- 
Town,  and  the  labour  of  tranfport- 
ing  them  through  fuch  a  dirtant 
and  precarious  communication,  have 
prevented  my  being  able  to  ella- 
blifh  a  cavalry  fufficiently  numer- 
ous to  cope  of  themfelves  with  the 
force  of  either  Sumpter  or  Martin. 
As  the  enemy  have  no  baggage, 
our  infantry  can  rarely  get  up  to 
them,  and  can  never  force  them  to 
a  decifive  con  tell  in  a  country  pe- 
netrable in  every  part.  As  yet, 
therefore,  we  have  not  been  able 
to  crufli  thefe  invaders.  Their 
enterprizes,  however,  though  very 
troublefome,  are  not  very  ferious  ; 
and  as  their  profpeds  of  fupport 
mull  now  abandon  them,  I  hope 
that  this  petty  warfare  may  foon 
expire  of  itfelf. 

1 6.  A  meffenger  arrived  yefter- 
day  morning,  about  fix  o'clock,  ex- 
prefs  at  the  Admiralty,  from  the 
right  hon.  Mr.  Eden,  fecretary  to 
the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  with 
the  following  difagreeable  advice, 
viz.  that  the  French  fquadron,  con- 
fifling  of  fix  fhips  of  the  line,  and 
two  frigates,  under  the  command 
of  Monf.  de  la  Motte  Piquet,  fell 
in  with  the  St.  Euftatia  fleet,  on 
the  2d  inft.  to  the  wellward  of  Scil- 
ly ;  that  commodore  Hotham,  im- 
mediately on  defcrying  the  enemy, 
faade  a  fignal  for  the  fleet  and  con- 


voy to  difperfe ;  in  confequenceof 
which,  eight  of  the  merchantmen, 
and  fortunately  the  whole  of  the 
king's  fhips,  viz.  the  Vengeance, 
and  Prince  Edv/ard  fnen  of  war, 
Alcmena  and  Mars  frigates,  got 
fafe  into  Beer- Haven;  a  ninth  mer- 
chantman has  fince  arrived  at  Ply- 
mouth ;  but  the  remainder  have  fal- 
len into  the  enemy's  hands.  The 
captured  fpecie,  to  a  very  confider- 
able  amount,  was  fortunately  on 
board  the  Vengeance  man  of  war. 

St.  James's,  May  i8.  The  fallow- 
ing intelligence  was  this  day  re-' 
ceived  from  Bombay,  dated  Ja- 
nuary II,   1 78 1. 

That  it  having  been  refolved  tot 
lay  fiege  to  Bafnn,  on  the  coall  of 
Malabar,  general  Goddard,  with 
the  forces  under  his  command,  with 
great  difficulty  completed  his  march 
from  Surat,  fo  as  to  arrive  before 
the  place  on  the  13th  of  Novem- 
ber, where  he  was  joined  by  rein- 
forcements and  ftores  from  Bom- 
bay. The  general  finding  it  very 
ftrong,  and  defended  by  a  numer- 
ous garrifon,  under  the  command 
of  Vifagee  Punt,  determined  to 
carry  on  his  operations  with  regu- 
larity and  precaution.  On  the  28th, 
in  the  morning,  he  had  completed 
a  battery  of  fix  guns  and  fix  mor- 
tars, within  900  yards  of  the  place, 
and,  under  cover  of  the  fire,  car- 
ried on  his  approaches  to  the  fpot 
v/here  he  erefted  the  grand  battery 
of  nine  twenty-four  pounders,  which 
was  opened  the  9th  of  December 
in  the  morning,  within  500  yards 
of  the  wall  ;  befides  which,  a  bat- 
tery, of  20  mortars,  of  different 
fizes,  was  opened  upon  one  of  the 
flanks  of  the  parapet.  Thefe  were 
fcrved  with  fuch  effeft,  that  on  the 
loth,  in  the  morning,  apradlicable 
breach  being  nearly  completed,  a 
meffage  was  fent  from  the  fort,  of- 
fering 
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lering  to  furrender  ;  and,  after  fomc 
demur  on   the  part  of  the  enemy, 
which  obliged  the  general  to  re- 
new the  fire  from  the  batteries,  the 
place  furrendered  the  next  day  at 
difcretion.     The  garrifon  marched 
out,  and  laid  down  their  arms  in 
front  of  the   fort,    being   allowed 
only  to  carry  away  their  own  pri- 
vate effefts.     It  adds  greatly  to  the 
fatisfaftion   which    this    important 
acquifition  gives,  that  the  lofs  we 
iuftained  is  very  fmall,  one  officer 
©nly,  lieut.   Sir  John  James  Gor- 
don, who,  having  been   wounded, 
is  fince  dead,  and  about   iz  men 
tilled  and  wounded,  of  whom  four 
only  were  Europeans.     A  confider- 
able  quantity  of  ammunition  was 
found  in   the  fort,  220   pieces  of 
cannon,  and  ten  brafs  mortars,  of 
which    19   pieces  of  brafs  cannon, 
feveral  of  a  very  large  calibre,   128 
pieces  of  the  iron  ordnance,  and  all 
the   mortars,   have   been   reported 
ferviceable. 

Mmirahy-Office^  May  22,  1781. 
The  following  are  extrads  of 
I^etters  received  by  Mr.  Stephens, 
from  vice-admiral  Darby,  comman- 
der in  chief  of  a  fquadron  of  his 
majefty's  Ihips  employed  to  the 
weftward. 

Britan;tia,off  Scilly,  May  1 6,  1 781. 
I  have  only  juft  time  to  acquaint 
their  lordihips,  that  the  Nonfuch, 
which  parted  from  us  the  evening 
of  the  13th,  has  joined  us  fince 
dark,  having  fallen  in  that  night 
with  a  French  man  of  war  of  80 
guns,  fuppofed  to  be  the  Langue- 
doc.  She  had  27  men  killed,  and 
50  or  60  wounded,  and  is  much 
ihattered. 

Britannia,  to  the  'zcefiivarJ  of  the 

Start,  May  19,    1781. 

I  mentioned  in  my  Letter  of  the 

J 6th   curt,    the    Nonfuch's  having 

fallen  in  alou^  with  a  French  Hup  of 


warof  atleaft  80  guns.  I  now  inclofe 
a  copy  of  Sir  James  Wallace's  nar- 
rative to  me  of  that  great  and  fpi- 
rited  aftion. 

Tranfa^ions  on  hoard  the  Nonfuch,  in 
an  e)igagenient  between  the  I  ^th  and 
l^th  of  May,  1 78 1,  recei-ved  iit 
nfice-admiral  Darby^s  Letter  cf  the 
\gth. 

On  the  14th,  being  the  look-out 
{hip  from  the  van  fquadron,  at  eight 
A.  M.  faw  three  fail  in  the  N.  E. 
Made  the  fignal,  chafed  :  foon  af- 
ter we  faw  a  fail  in  the  E.  S.  E. 
which  we  took  to  be  a  French  line 
of  battle  Ihip  ;  chafed,  gained  upon 
her.     At   about   half  pad    ten    at 
night  came  along  fide  of  her  :  fha 
gave  us  her  broadfide,  we  returned 
it  ;    fhe    dropped  aftern,  we  wore 
and  raked  her  j  we  continued  the 
aftion   for   near   an   hour,    during 
fome  part  of  which    we  were    on 
board  one  another ;  Ihe  carried  a- 
way    our   fprit-fail-yard,    and   our 
anchor  hooking  her  quarter  carried 
away  the  flukes  of  them.     All  this 
time  flie  had  fo  much  the  worft  of 
the  aftion,    that  fhe  took  the  op- 
portunity of  our  heads  being  dif- 
ferent ways  to  make  all  the  fail  fhe 
could  to  get  away ;  we  wore,  and 
chafed  her  again  :  our  mizen-mafl 
being  entirely  difabled  prevented 
our  getting  up  with  her  before  five 
A.  M.  It  being  day-light,  we  could 
diftinguifh  one  another  plainly:  fhe 
appeared  to  be  aFrench  80  gun  fhip, 
in  good  order  for  battle. 

Some  people  on  board  us,  who 
pretend  to  know,  fay  flie  is  the 
Languedoc.  At  five  we  began  the 
adion  again,  and  continued  till  half 
paft  fix,  when  finding  our  fhip 
much  difabled,  the  fore-yard  com-f 
ing  down,  all  the  malls,  yards,  fails, 
and  rigging,  much  hurt,  guns  dif- 
mounted  ;  the  wreck  of  thefe,  and 
dead  and  wouqded  men  filling  the 

deck. 
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deck,  I  thought  It  proper  to  haul 
our  wind,  in  order  to  clear  it.  The 
enemy  kept  on  her  courfe  for  Breft. 

Our  lofs  in  men  is  26  killed,  and 
64  wounded  *. 

(Signed)  J.  WALLACE. 


25.  The  following  Is  an  exaft 
account  of  the  annual  fupply  of 
fugar,  which  has  been  refined  or 
confumed  raw,  in  England,  for  the 
laft  fifty  years,  diflinguilhing  each, 
year  : 


Years. 

1732 

1733 

1734 

»735 
1736 

1737 
»738 

1739 
1740 

1741 

1742 

1743 

1744 
1745 
1746 

J  747 


Cwt. 

722,445 
700,94.0 
899,510 
6;  0,747 

833>740 
819,022 
510,121 
814,815 

887,924 
639,803 
817,674 
681,179 
744,008 
666,213 
472,052 
642,523 
556,523 


Years. 
1748 

1749 
1750 
1751 

1752 

1753 
1754 

1755 
1756 

1757 
1758 

1759 
1760 

1761 
1762 
1763 
1764 


Cwt. 
866,141 

805,313 

807,471 
782,167 
789,389 

958.37* 

816,304 
1,072,305 

832,994 
1,138,423 

914,707 
1,030,065 
1,202,614 
1,128,013 
1,120,821 
1,350,456 
1,246,890 


Years. 
1765 
1766 
1767 
1768 
1769 
1770 
177T. 
1772 
^773 
1774 

J775 
1770 

1777 
1778 
1779 
1780 


Cwt. 
1,074,467 
1,372,480 

i,3'3'347 
1,382,929 
1,282,935 

1.577,171 
1,254,926 
1,569,826 
i,57i»569 

1,777,414 
1,640,698 
1,478,140 
1,207,097 
1,324,140 

», 378,337 
1,221,795 


26.  Richard  Cumberland,  efq. 
who  has  for  fome  time  refided  at 
Madrid,  arrived  in  London,  and 
has  brought  with  him  two  Spanifh 
horfes,  as  a  prefent  from  his  Ca- 
tholic to  his  Britannic  majefty. 

30.  On  Monday  laft,  a  dreadful 
£re  broke  out  at  Great  Harwood, 
in  Buckinghamfhire,  which  fpread 
with  fuch  rapidity  that  in  little 
more  than  half  an  hour,  60  houfes 
were  all  in  flames  together.  The 
dirtrefs  of  the  inhabitants  is  beyond 
defcription  deplorable.  Another 
fire  happened   the  fame  night  at 


*  Among  the  former  are  no  ofEcers ; 
but  among  the  latter  are,  Mr.  Spry  ift, 
Mr.  Falconer  3d,  Mr.  Market  4th  lieu- 
tenants, Mr.  Williams,  ailing  lieutenant ; 
Mr.  Stone,  maftsr;  Mr.  Hotham,  boat- 
fwain. 


Ramlberry,   In   Hants,  which  did 
confiderable  damage. 

31.  The  three  general  ofEcers, 
appointed  to  enquire  Into  the  con- 
dud  of  governor  Morris,  on  the  lofs 
of  the  illand  of  St.  Vincent,  have 
made  their  report,  that  the  gover- 
nor's condudl  was  not  only  irre^ 
proachable,  but  meritorious. 

JUNE. 

3.  Yefterday  the  fefTions  ended 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  when  fentence 
was  pafTed  on  fourteen  capital  con- 
vidls. 
Copy  of  the  fentence  of  a  general  ceurt- 

martial  upon  the  trial  of  lieutenant- 

governor  Corhett^  J.nne  2. 

*'  The  court  having  duly  confider- 

ed  and  weighed  the  evidence  given 

in  fupport  oi  the  charge  againft  the 

prifoner, 
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prifoner,  lieutenant  governor  Mofcs 
Corbett,  with  that  produced  by 
him  in  his  defence,  are  of  opinion, 
that  he,  the  faid  Mofes  Corbett,  is 
guilty  of  the  whole  charge  exhibit- 
ed againfl  him  ;  and  doth  adjudge, 
that  he  be  therefore  fuperfeded  in 
iis  commiffion  of  lieutenant-go- 
rernor  of  the  ifland  of  Jerfey." 
IVh  Itch  all,  J  tine  \,    1781. 

This  morning  captain  Brodefick, 
aide  du  camp  to  lieutenant-general 
Cornwallis,  arrived  from  Chavles- 
Town,  South- Carolina,  with  def- 
patches  from  his  lordihip,  and  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Balfour,  to  the  right 
honourable  lord  George  Germain, 
cne  of  his  majefty's  principal  fecre- 
taries  of  ftate,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing are  copies  and  extrads : 

Guilford^  March  17,    1 7  8 1 . 
My  Lord, 

Having  occafion  to  defpatch  my 
aide  du  camp,  captain  Broderick, 
with  the  particulars  of  the  adlion 
of  the  15th,  in  compliance  with 
general  direftions  from  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  I  Ihall  embrace  the  op- 
portunity to  give  your  lordfliip  an 
account  of  the  operations  of  the 
troops  under  my  command,  previ- 
oufly  to  that  event,  and  of  thofe 
fubfequent,  until  the  departure  of 
captain  Broderick. 

My  plan  for  the  winter's  campaign 
was  to  penetrate  into  North-Caro- 
lina, leaving  South-Carolina  in  fe- 
curity  againft  any  probable  attack 
in  my  abfence. 

Lord  Rawdon,  with  a  confidcr- 
able  body  of  troops,  had  charge  of 
the  defenfive,  and  I  proceeded 
about  the  middle  of  January  upon 
the  ofFenfive  operations.  I  decided 
to  march  up  the  upper,  in  pre- 
ference to  the  lower  roads,  leading 
into  North-Carolina,  bccaufe  fords 
being  frequent  above  the  forks  of 
the  river,  my  paflage  there  could 


not  eafily  beobfirufted  ;  and  gene- 
ral Greene  having  taken  poft  on 
the  Pedee,  and  there  being  few 
fords  in  any  of  the  great  rivers  of 
this  country  below  their  forks,  ef- 
pecially  in  the  winter,  I  appre- 
hended being  much  delayed,  if  not 
entirely  prevented  from  penetrating 
by  the  latter  route.  I  was  the 
more  induced  to  prefer  this  route, 
as  I  hoped  in  my  way  to  be  able  to 
deftroy  or  drive  out  of  South-Caro- 
lina the  corps  of  the  enemy  com- 
manded by  general  Morgan,  which 
threatened  our  valuable  diftridl  of 
Ninety-fix ;  and  I  likewife  hoped 
by  rapid  marches  to  be  between 
general  Greene,  and  Virginia,  and 
by  that  means  force  him  to  fight, 
withoutreceiving  any  reinforcement 
from  that  province,  or,  failing  of 
that,  to  oblige  him  to  quit  North- 
Carolina  with  precipitatiori,  and 
thereby  encourage  our  friends  to 
make  good  their  proniifes  of  a  ge- 
neral rifing  to  afTift  me  in  re-efta- 
blifhing  his  majefty's  government. 

The  unfortunate  affair  of  the 
17th  of  January  was  a  very  unex- 
pected and  fevere  blow  :  however, 
being  thoroughly  fenfibie  that  de- 
fenfive msafures  would  be  certain 
ruin  to  the  affairs  of  Britain  in  the 
fouthern  colonies,  this  event  did 
not  deter  me  from  profecuting  the 
original  plan. 

That  general  Greene  might  be 
uncertain  of  my  intended  route  as 
long  as  poffible,  T  had  left  general 
Leflie  at  Campden,  until  I  was 
ready  to  move  from  Wynnef- 
borough,  and  he  was  now  within  a 
march  of  me.  I  employed  the  i  Sth 
in  forming  a  junftion  with  him, 
and  in  coUefting  the  remains  of 
lieutenant  colonel  Tarleton's  corps ; 
after  which  great  exertions  were 
made  by  part  of  the  army,  without 
baggage,  to  re-take  our  prifoners, 

and 
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and  to  intercept  general  Morgan's 
Corps,  on  its  retreat  to  the  Cataw- 
ba :  but  the  celerity  of  their  move- 
ments, and  the  fwelling  of  the 
niimberlefs  creeks  ifi  our  way,  ren- 
dered all  our  efforts  fruitlefs.  I 
therefore  aflembled  the  army  on  the 
25th  at  Ramfoure's  Mill,  on  the 
fouth  fork  of  the  Catawba  ;  and  as 
the  lofs  of  my  light  troops  could 
not  be  remedied  by  the  activity  of 
the  whole  corps,  I  employed  a  halt 
of  two  days  in  collecting  feme  flour, 
and  in  deftroying  fuperfluous  bag- 
gage, and  all  my  waggons,  except 
thofe  laden  with  hofpital  ftores, 
fait,  and  ammunition,  and  four 
referved  empty  in  readinefs  for  fick 
or  wounded.  In  this  meafure, 
though  at  the  expence  of  a  great 
deal  of  the  officers  baggage,  and  of 
all  profpect  in  future  of  rum,  and 
even  a  regular  fupply  of  provifions 
to  the  foldiers,  I  muit,  in  jullice  to 
the  army,  fay,  that  there  was  the 
moll  general  and  chearful  acquief- 
cence. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  rains  had 
rendered  the  North  Catawba  im- 
pafTable,  and  general  Morgan's 
corps,  the  militia  of  the  rebellious 
counties  of  Rowan  and  Mecklen- 
burgh  under  general  Davidion,  or 
the  gang  of  plunderers  ufually  un- 
der the  command  of  general  Sump- 
ter,  not  then  recovered  from  his 
wounds,  had  occupied  all  the  fords 
in  the  fpace  of  more  than  forty 
miles  upwards  from  the  fork.  I 
approached  the  river  during  its 
height,  by  Ihort  marches,  fo  as  to 
give  the  enemy  equal  apprehenfions 
for  feveral  fords ;  and,  after  hav- 
ing procured  the  beil  information 
in  my  power,  I  refolved  to  attempt 
the  paliage  at  a  private  ford  (then 
flightly  guarded)  near  M'Cowan's 
ford,  on  the  morning  of  the  ift.of 
February. 


(63} 

Lieutenant-colonel  Webller  was 
detached  with  part  of  the  army, 
and  all  the  baggage,  to  Beatle's 
Ford,  fix  miles  above  M'Cowan's, 
where  general  Davldfon  was  fup- 
pofed  to  be  ported  with  500  militia, 
and  was  direded  to  make  every 
poinble  demonftration,  by  cannon- 
ading and  otherwife,  of  an  in- 
tention to  force  a  paflage  there; 
and  I  marched  at  one  in  the  morn- 
ing, with  the  brigade  of  guards, 
regiment  of  Bofe,  23d  regiment, 
two  hundred  cavalry,  and  two  three- 
pounders,  to  the  ford  fixed  upon 
for  the  real  attempt,  The  morning 
being  very  dark  and  rainy,  and 
part  of  our  way  through  a  wood, 
where  there  was  no  road,  one  of 
the  three-pounders,  in  front  of  the 
23d  regiment  and  the  cavalry,  over- 
fet  in  a  fwamp,  and  occafioned 
thofe  corps  to  lofe  their  line  of 
march  ;  and  fome  of  the  artillery 
men  belonging  to  the  other  gun 
(one  of  whom  had  the  match)  hav- 
ing Hopped  to  airiit,  v/ere  likewifc 
left  behind.  The  head  of  the  co- 
lumn, in  the  mean  while,  arrived 
at  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  day 
began  to  break.  I  could  make  no 
ufe  of  the  gun  that  was  up,  and  it 
was  evident,  from  the  number  of 
fires  on  the  other  fide,  that  the  op- 
pofition  would  be  greater  than  I 
had  expected .  However,  as  I 
knew  that  the  rain  then  falling 
would  foon  render  the  river  again 
impaflable,  and  I  had  received  in- 
formation the  evening  before,  that 
general  Greene  had  arrived  in  ge- 
neral Morgan's  camp,  and  that  his 
army  was  marching  after  him  with 
the  greateil  expedition,  I  deter- 
mined not  to  defift  from  the  at- 
tempt;  and  therefore,  full  of  confi- 
dence in  the  zeal  and  gallantry  of 
brigadier  general  O'Hara,  and  of 
the   brigade  of  guards   under  his 
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command,  I  ordered  them  to  march 
on;  but,  to  prevent  confufion,  not 
to  fire,  until  they  gained  the  oppo- 
£te  bank.  Their  behaviour  julHfi- 
cd  my  high  opinion  of  them  ;  for  a 
conftant  fire  from  the  enemy,  in  a 
ford  upwards  of  five  hundred  yards 
wide,  in  many  places  up  to  their 
middle,  with  a  rocky  bottom  and 
ilrong  current,  made  no  impreffion 
on  their  cool  and  determined  va- 
lour, nor  checked  their  pafTage. 
The  light  infantry,  landing  firft, 
immediately  formed,  and,  in  a  few 
minutes,  killed  or  difperfed  every 
thing  that  appeared  before  them, 
the  reft  of  the  troops  forming  and 
advancing  in  fucceflion.  We  now 
learned  that  we  had  been  oppofed 
by  about  300  militia,  that  had 
taken  poft  there,  only  the  evening 
before,  under  the  command  of  ge- 
neral Davidfon.  Their  general, 
and  two  or  three  other  officers,  were 
among  the  killed;  the  number  of 
wounded  was  uncertain,  and  a  few 
were  taken  prifoners.  On  our  fide 
lieutenant-colonel  Hall  and  three 
men  were  killed,  and  thirty-fix 
wounded,  all  of  the  light  infantry 
and  grenadiers  of  the  guards.  By 
this  time  the  rear  of  the  column  had 
joined,  and  the  whole  having  pair- 
ed with  the  greateft  defpatch,  I 
detached  lieutenant-colonel  Tarle- 
ton,  with  the  cavalry  and  23d  re- 
giment, to  purfue  the  routed  mili- 
tia: a  few  were  foon  killed  or  taken, 
and  lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton 
having  learned  that  3  or  400  of  the 
neighbouring  militia  were  to  af- 
femble  that  day  at  Tarrank's  houfe, 
about  ten  miles  from  the  ford,  leav- 
ing his  infantry,  he  went  on  with 
the  cavalry,  and  finding  the  militia 
as  expefted,  he,  with  excellent 
condui5t  and  great  fpirit,  attacked 
them  inftantly  and  totally  routed 
them,  with  little  lofs  on  his  fide, 


and  on  their's  between  40  and  50 
killed,  wounded,  or  prifoners. 
This  ftroke,  v/ith  our  paflage  of 
the  ford,  fo  efFeftually  difpirited 
the  militia,  that  we  met  with  no 
farther  oppofition  on  our  march  to 
the  Yadkin,  through  one  of  the 
moft  rebellious  trafts  in  America. 

During  this  time,  the  rebels  hav- 
ing quitted  Beattie's  Ford,  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Webfter  was  paffing 
his  detachment  and  the  baggage  of 
the  army  :  this  had  become  tedious 
and  difficult  by  the  continuance  of 
the  rain  and  the  fwelling  of  the 
river  ;  but  all  joined  us  foon  after 
dark,  about  fix  miles  from  Beattie's 
Ford.  The  other  fords  were  like- 
wife  abandoned  by  the  enemy.  The 
greateft  part  of  the  militia  difperf- 
ed ;  and  general  Morgan  with  his 
corps,  marched  all  that  afternoon, 
and  the  following  night,  towards 
Saliftjury.  We  purfued  next  morn- 
ing, in  hopes  to  intercept  him  be- 
tween the  rivers,  and  after  ftrug- 
gling  with  many  difficulties,  arifing 
from  fwelled  creeks  and  bad  roads, 
the  guards  came  up  with  his  rear, 
in  the  evening  of  the  3d,  routed  it, 
and  took  a  few  waggons,  at  the 
trading  fort  of  the  Yadkin.  He 
had  pafi^ed  the  body  of  his  infantry 
in  flats,  and  his  cavalry  and  wag- 
gons by  the  ford,  during  that  day 
and  the  preceding  night ;  but  at 
the  time  of  our  arrival  the  boats 
were  fecured  on  the  other  fide,  and 
the  ford  had  become  impafiable. 
The  river  continuing  to  rife,  and 
the  weather  appearing  anfectled,  I 
determined  to  march  to  the  upper 
fords,  after  procuring  a  fmall  fup-- 
ply  of  provifions  at  Salilbury.  This, 
and  the  height  of  the  creeks  in  our 
way,  detained  me  two  days ;  and 
in  that  time  Morgan  having  quitted 
the  banks  of  the  river,  1  had  in- 
formation  from  our   friends,  who 
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crofTed  in  canoes,  that  general 
Greene's  army  was  marching  with 
the  utmoft  defpatch  to  form  a 
jundlion  with  him  at  Guildford. 
Not  having  had  time  to  colleft  the 
North-Carolina  militia,  and  hav- 
ing received  no  reinforcement  from 
Virginia,  I  concluded  that  he  would 
do  every  thing  in  his  power  to 
avoid  an  aftion  on  the  fouth  fide  of 
the  Dan  ;  and  it  being  my  interefl 
to  force  him  to  fight,  I  made  great 
expedition,  and  got  between  him 
and  the  upper  fords ;  and  being 
alTured  that  the  lower  fords  are  fel- 
dom  pradlicable  in  winter,  and 
that  he  could  not  collect  many  flats 
at  any  of  the  ferries,  I  was  in  great 
hopes  that  he  would  not  efcape  me 
without  receiving  a  blow. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  pa- 
tience and  alacrity  of  the  officers 
and  foldiers  under  every  fpecies  of 
hardfhip  and  fatigue,  in  endea- 
vouring to  overtake  him  ;  but  oar 
intelligence  upon  this  occafion  was 
exceedingly  defedlive,  which  with 
heavy  rains,  bad  roads,  and  the 
pafTage  of  many  deep  creeks,  and 
bridges  deftroyed  by  the  enemy's 
light  troops,  rendered  all  our  ex- 
ertions vain  :  for  upon  our  arrival 
at  Boyd's  Ferry,  on  the  15th,  we 
learned  that  his  rear-guard  had  got 
over  the  night  before,  his  baggage 
and  main  body  having  pafTed  the 
preceding  day,  at  that  and  a  neigh- 
ing ferry,  where  more  flats  had  been 
collefted  than  had  been  reprefented 
to  me  as  pofiible.  My  force  being 
ill  fuited  to  enter  by  that  quarter 
fo  powerful  a  province  as  Virginia, 
and  North  Carolina  being  in  the 
utmoft  confufion,  after  giving  the 
troops  a  halt  of  one  day,  I  pro- 
ceeded by  eafy  marches  to  Hilllbo- 
rcagh,  where  I  erefted  the  King's 
ftandard,  and  invited,  by  proclama- 
tion, all  loyal  fubjeds  to  repair  to 
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it,  and  to  fland  forth  and  take  an 
aftive  part  in  afliflingme  to  reitore 
order  and  conlHtutional  govern- 
ment. As  a  confiderable  body  of 
friends  were  faid  to  refide  between 
the  Haw  and  Deep  R.ivers,  J  de- 
tached lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton. 
on  the  23d,  with  the  cavalry  and  a 
fmall  body  of  infantry,  to  prevent 
their  being  interrupted  in  afl'em- 
bling.  Unluckily  a  detachment  of 
the  rebel  light  troops  had  crofled 
the  fame  dayj  and  by  accident  fell 
in  with  about  200  of  our  friends, 
under  colonel  Pyle  on  their  way  to 
Hillfoorough,  who,  miftaking  the 
rebels  for  lieutenant-colonel  Tarle- 
ton's  corps,  allowed  themfelves  to 
be  furrounded,  and  a  number  of 
them  were  mofc  inhumanly  butch- 
ered, when  begging  for  quarter, 
without  making  the  leali:  refiftance. 
The  fame  day  I  had  certain  intelli- 
gence that  Greene,  having  been  re-* 
inforced,  had  crofTed  the  Dan, 
which  rendering  it  imprudent  to 
feparate  my  corps,  occafioned  the 
recall  of  lieutenant  colonel  Tarle- 
ton's  detachment ;  and  forage  and 
provifions  being  fcarce  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Hillfborough,  as  well 
as  the  pofition  too  dillant  (upon 
the  approach  of  the  rebel  army) 
for  the  protection  of  the  body  of 
our  friends,  I  judged  it  expedient 
to  crofs  the  Haw,  and  encamped 
near  Allemance  Creek,  detaching 
lieutenant-colonel  Tarleton,  with 
the  cavalry,  light  company  of  the 
guards,  and  1 50  men  of  lieutenant- 
colonel  Webiter's  brigade,  a  few 
miles  from  me  on  the  road  to  Deep 
River,  more  effeftually  to  cover  the 
country. 

General  Greene's  light  troops 
foon  made  their  appearance;  and 
on  the  ::d  apatrole  having  reported, 
that  they  had  feen  both  cavalry  and 
infantry  near  to  his  poll,  i  direfted 
(E)  lieutenant- 
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li:;utenant.cc!cnelTarleton  to  move 
forward,  with  proper  precautions, 
and  enucavour  to  difcover  the  de- 
iigns  of  the  enemy.  He  had  not 
advanced  far  when  he  fell  in  with 
a  confiderable  corps,  which  he  im- 
mediately attacked  and  routed  ;  but 
being  ignorant  of  their  force,  and 
whether  they  were  fupported,  with 
great  prudence  defilled  from  the 
purfuit :  he  foon  learned  fn  m  pri- 
foners, '  that  thofe  he  had  beat  were 
Lee's  legion,  3  or  400  Back  Moun- 
tain men  under  colonel  Prellon, 
with  a  number  of  militia ;  and 
that  general  Greene,  with  part  of 
his  army,  was  not  far  dillant.  fcOur 
iituation  for  the  former  few  days 
had  been  amongft  timid  friends, 
and  joining  to  inveterate  rebels: 
between  them,  I  had  been  totally 
deftituteof  information,  which  loll 
me  a  very  favourable  opportunity 
of  attacking  the  rebel  army.  Gen. 
Greene  fell  back  to  Thompfon's 
Houfe,  near  Boyd's  Ford,  on  the 
Reedy  Fork  ;  but  his  light  troops 
and  the  militia  ftill  remained  near 
us,  and  as  I  was  informed  that  they 
were  polled  carelefsly  at  feparate 
plantations,  for  the  convenience  of 
fubhlling,  I  marched  on  the  6th  to 
drive  them  in,  and  to  attack  gene- 
ral Greene,  if  an  opportuinty  offer- 
ed. I  fucceeded  completely  in  the 
Hrft,  and  at  Weizell's  Mill  on  the 
Reedy  Fork,  where  they  made  a 
liand,  the  Back  Mountain  men, 
and  fome  Virginia  militia,  fuffer- 
ed  confiderably,  vvith  little  lofs  on 
our  fide  ;  but  a  timely  and  preci- 
pitate retreat  over  the  Haw  pre- 
vented the  latter.  I  knew  that  the 
Virginia  reinforcements  v^'ere  upon 
their  march,  and  it  was  apparent 
that  the  enemy  would,  if  pofiible, 
avoid  rifquing  an  aftion  before 
their  arrival. 

The  neiirhbourhood  of  the  fords 


[May, 

of  the  Dan  in  their  rear,  and  the 
extreme  difficulty  of  fubfilling  my 
troops  in  that  exhaufted  country, 
putting  it  out  of  my  power  to 
force  them  ;  my  refolution  was  to 
give  our  friends  time  to  join  us, 
by  covering  tlteir  country  as  effec- 
tually as  poffible,  confiftently  with 
the  fubfiftence  of  the  troops,  Hill 
approaching  the  communication 
with  our  (hipping  in  Cape  Fear 
River,  which  I  faw  it  would  foon 
become  indifpenfably  neceffary  to 
open,  on  account  of  the  fufterings 
of  the  army,  from  the  want  of 
fupplies  of  every  kind.  At  the 
fame  time  I  was  determined  to 
fight  the  rebel  army,  if  it  ap- 
proached me  ;  being  convinced  that 
it  would  be  impoffible  to  fucceed  in 
that  great  objeft of  our  arduous  cam- 
paign, the  calling  forth  the  nume- 
rous loyalifts  of  North  Carolina, 
whilft  a  doubt  remained  on  their 
minds  of  the  fuperiority  of  our 
arms.  With  thefe  views  I  had 
moved  to  the  Quaker  Meeting 
Houfe,  in  the  Forks  of  Deep  Ri- 
ver, on  the  13th,  and  on  the  14th' 
I  received  the  information,  which 
occafioned  the  movements  that 
brought  on  the  aftion  at  Guildford, 
of  which  I  Ihall  give  your  lordfhip 
an  account  in  a  feparate  letter. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  See. 

(Signed)  CORNWALLIS. 

GuiUforc}^   March  I  "J,    1781. 
My  Lord, 

I  have  the  fatisfadtion  to  inform 
your  lordfhip,  that  his  majefty's 
troops  under  my  command  obtained 
a  fignal  vidory  on  the  15th  inftant, 
over  the  rebel  army,  commanded  by 
general  Greene. 

In  purfuance  of  my  intended 
plan,  communicated  to  your  lord- 
fliip  in  my  difpatch  No.  7,  I  had 
encamped  on  the  13th  inl'cant,  at 
he  Quaker  Meeting,  between  the 
I  Forks 
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Forks  of  Deep  River.    On  the  14th 
I  received  information  that  general 
Butler,  with  a  body  of  North  Ca- 
rolina militia,  and  the  expefted  re- 
inforcements  from   Virginia,    faid 
to  coniill  of  a  Virginia   ftate  regi- 
men t,  a   corps  of    Virginia  eigh- 
teen months  men,  3,000   Virginia 
militia,  and  recruits  for  the  Mary- 
land   line,     had    joined     general 
Greene  ;  and  that  tlie  whole  army, 
which  was  reported  to  amount  to  9 
or  10,000  men,   was  marching  to 
attack  the  BritiHi  troops.     During 
the     afternoon,    intelligence    was 
brought,  which  was  confirmed  in 
the  night,  that   he   had   advanced 
that   day  to    Guildford,  about   12 
miles  from  our  camp.     Being  now 
perfuaded  that  he   had   refolved  to 
hazard   an   engagement,  after  de- 
taching lieutenant-colonel  Hamil- 
ton with  our  waggons  and  baggage, 
efcorted  Ly  his  own  regiment,  a  de- 
tachment of  100  infantry,  and    20 
cavalry,     towards   Bell's    Mill     on 
Deep  River,    I   marched  with  the 
reft  of  the  corps  at  day  break,  on 
the  morning  of  the  15th,  to  meet 
the  enemy,  or  to  attack   the.ii   in 
their    encampment.       About    four 
miles  from  Guildford  our  advanced 
guard,   commanded  by  lieutenant- 
colonel    Tarleton,    fell  in   with   a 
corps   of   the   enemy   confiiling  of 
Lee's  legion,  fome  Back  Mountain 
men,  and  Virginia  militia,  which 
he    attacked  with   his    ufual  good 
condudt  and  fpirit,  and  defeated: 
and  continuing  our  march  we  found 
the   rebel   army   polled   on     riling 
ground,  about   a  mile  and  a  half 
from  the  Court  Houfe.     The  pri- 
foners  taken  by  lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton,  having  been  feveral  days 
with   the   advanced    corps,     could 
give  me  no  account  of  the  enemy's 
order  or   pofition,  and  the  country 
people   were   extremsly  inaccurate 


in  their  defcription  of  the  ground. 
Immediately  between  the  head  ot 
the  column,  and  the  enemy's  line, 
was  a  confiderable  plantation,  one 
large  field  of  which  was  on  the  left 
of  the  road,  and  two  others,  with 
a  wood  of  about  2co  yards  broad 
between  them,  on  our  right  of  it  ; 
beyond  thefe  fields,  the  wood  con- 
tinued for  feveral  miles  to  our 
right.  The  wood  beyond  the  plan- 
tation in  our  front,  in  the  fkirt  of 
which  the  enemy's  firft  line  was 
formed,  was  about  a  mile  in  depth, 
the  road  then  leading  into  an  ex- 
tenlive  fpace  of  cleared  ground 
about  Guildford  Court  Houfe,  The 
woods  on  our  right  and  left  were  re- 
ported to  be  impradticable  for 
cannon  :  but,  as  that  on  our  right 
appeared  to  be  moft  open,  I  refolv- 
ed to  attack  the  left  wing  cf  the 
enemy,  and  vvhilfv:  my  difpofition 
was  making  for  that  purpofe,  I  or- 
dered lieutenant-colonel  Macleod 
to  bring  forward  the  guns,  and 
cannonade  their  centre.  The  at- 
tack was  diredled  to  be  made  in  the 
following  order  : 

On  the  right,  the  regiment  of 
Bofe,  and  the  71ft  regiment,  led 
by  major-general  Leflle,  and  fup- 
ported  by  the  ift  battalion  of 
guards;  on  their  left  the  23d  and 
33d  regiments,  led  by  lieutenant- 
colonel  Webfter,.  and  fupported  by 
the  grenadiers  and  2d  battalion  of 
guards,  commanded  by  brigadier- 
general  O'Hara  ;  the  Yagers  and 
light  infantry  of  the  guards  re- 
mained in  the  wood  on  the  left  of 
the  guns  ;  and  the  cavalry  in  the 
road,  ready  to  aft  as  ci re um fiances 
might  require.  Our  preparations 
being  made,  the  aftion  began  about 
half  an  hour  pall  one  in  the  after- 
noon ;  m-ijor-general  Leflie,  after 
being  obliged,  by  the  great  extent 
of  the  enemy's  line,  to  bring  up 
(E  2)  the 
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the  ill  battalion  of  guards  to  the 
right  of  the  regiment  of  Bofe, 
foon  defeated  every  thing  before 
him  ;  lieutenant-colonel  Webfter 
having  joined  the  left  of  major-ge- 
neral Lellie's  divifion,  was  no  lefs 
fuccefsful  in  his  front,  when,  on 
jinding,  that  the  left  of  the  33d 
was  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire  from  the 
right  wing  of  the  enemy,  he  chang- 
ed his  front  to  the  left,  and  being 
fupported  by  the  Yagers  and  light 
infantry  of  the  guards,  attacked 
and  routed  it;  the  grenadiers  and 
3d  battalion  of  guards  moving  for- 
ward to  occupy  the  ground  left 
vacant  by  the  movement  of  lieute- 
nant colonel  Webfter. 

All  the  infantry  being  now  in  the 
line,    lieutenant-colonel    Tarleton 
had  diredions  to  keep  his  cavalry 
compaft,  and  not  to  charge  without 
pofitive  orders,    except   to  protect 
any   of  the    corps  from    the   moft 
evident  danger  of  being  defeated. 
The     exceflive    thicknefs    of    the 
woods    rendered    our    bayonets    of 
little  ufe,  and  enabled  the  broken 
enemy   to   make    frequent   ftands, 
with  an  irregular  fire,   which  occa- 
fioned  fome  lofs,  and  to  feveral  of 
the  corps  great  delay  ;  particularly 
en  our  right,  where  the  firft  bat- 
talion of  guards  and  regiment  of 
JBofe  were  warmly  engaged  in  front, 
flank,  and  rear,  with  fome  of  the 
enemy  that  had  been  routed  on  the 
iirft  attack,   and   with  part  of  the 
extremity  of  their  left  wing,  which 
by  the  clofenefs  of  the  wood  had 
been  pafied  unbroken.     The  71ft 
regiment   and  grenadiers,  and  2d 
battalions  of  guards,   not  knowing 
what  was  paffing   on   their   right, 
and  hearing   the   fire   advance   on 
their  left,  continued  to  move  for- 
ward,  the  ariillery   keeping   pace 
with  them  on  the  road,   followed 
by  the  cavalry.     The  3d  battalion 


of  the  guards  firft  gained  the  clear 
ground     near     Guildford     Court- 
Houfe,  and  found  a  corps  of  con- 
tinental infantry,  much  fuperior  in 
number,  formed  in  the  open  field 
on  the  left  of  the  road.     Glowing 
with  impatience  to  fignalize  th«m- 
ielves,  they  inftantly  attacked   and 
defeated    them,    taking    two    fix- 
pounders,    but,    purfuing  into  the 
wood  with  too  much  ardour,  were 
thrown  into  confufion  by  a  heavy 
fire,   and  immediately  charged  and 
driven  back  into  the  field,   by  co- 
lonel Wafhington's  dragoons,  with 
the   lofs   of  the   fix-pounders   they 
had    taken.     The  enemy's    caval- 
ry was  foon  repulfed  by  a  well-di- 
redled  fire  from   two  three-pound- 
ers juft  brought   up  by  lieutenant 
Macleod  ;  and   by  the  appearance 
of  the  grenadiers  of  the  guards,  and 
of  the  71ft  regiment,  which,  having 
been  impeded  by  fome  deep  ravines, 
were  now  coming  out  of  the  wood, 
on  the  right  of  the  guards,  oppofite 
to  the  Court-Houfe.    By  the  fpirit- 
ed    exertions  of  brigadier-general 
O'Hara,  though  wounded,   the  2d 
battalion  of  guards  was  foon  rallied  ; 
and,  being  fupported  by  the  grena- 
diers, returned  to  the  charge  with 
the  greateft  alacrity.     The  23d  re- 
giment arriving  at  that  inftant  from 
our    left,     and     lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton    having    advanced    with  ■ 
part  of   the   cavalry,     the    enemy 
were  foon  put  to    iiight,    and   the 
tv.o    fiX-pounders   once    more    fell 
into  our  handa ;  two  ammunition 
waggons,  and  two  other  fix-pound- 
ers, being  all  the  artillery  they  had 
in  the  field,   were  likewife  taken. 
About  this  time  the  y^d  regiment 
and  light  infantry  of  the  guards, 
after  overcoming  many  difficulties, 
completely  routed  the  corps,  which 
was  oppofed   to  them,   and  put  an 
end  to   the  adlion  in  this  quarter. 
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The  2  3c1  and  71(1  regiments,  with 
part  of  the  cavalry,  were  ordered 
to  purfue  ;  the  remainder  of  the 
cavalry  was  detached  with  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Tarleton  to  our 
right,  where  a  heavy  fire  ftill  con- 
tinued, and  where  his  appearance 
and  fpirited  attack  contributed 
much  to  a  fpeedy  termination  of 
the  aftion.  The  militia,  with 
which  our  right  had  been  engaged, 
di/perfed  in  the  woods  ;  the  con- 
tinentals went  off  by  the  Reedy 
Fork,  beyond  which  it  was  not 
in  my  power  to  follow  them,  as 
their  cavalry  had  fuffered  but  little. 
Our  troops  were  exceffively  fa- 
tigued, by  an  adlion  which  lafted 
an  hour  and  a  half;  and  our  nu- 
merous wounded,  difperfed  over 
an  extenfive  fpace  of  country,  re- 
quired immediate  attention.  The 
care  of  our  wounded,  and  the  total 
want  of  provifions  in  an  exhaufted 
country,  made  it  equally  impoffible 
for  me  to  follow  the  blow  next  day. 
The  enemy  did  not  flop  until  they 
got  to  the  iron-works  on  Trouble- 
fome  Creek,  18  miles  from  the 
lield  of  battle. 

**  From  our  ov/n  obfervation, 
and  the  bed:  accounts  we  could  pro- 
cure, we  did  not  doubt  but  the 
ftrength  of  the  enemy  exceeded 
feven  thoufand  men  ;  their  militia 
compofed  their  line,  with  parties 
advanced  to  the  rails  of  the  fields 
in  their  front  ;  the  continentals 
were  polled  obliquely  in  the  rear 
of  their  right  wing.  Their  cannon 
fired  on  us  whilftwe  were  forming, 
from  the  center  of  the  line  of  mili- 
tia, but  were  withdrawn  to  the 
continentals  before  the  attack. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  inclofe 
your  lordOiip  the  lilt  of  our  killed 
and  wounded.  Captain  Schutz's 
wound  is  fuppofed  to  be  mortal ; 
but  the  furgcons  afiiire  me,  that 
non^  of  the  other   ofScers  are  in 


danger,  and  that  a  great  number 
of  the  men  will  foon  recover.  I 
cannot  afctrtain  the  lofs  of  the 
enemy,  but  it  muft  have  been  con- 
fiderable  ;  between  two  or  three 
hundred  dead  were  left  upon  the 
field  ;  many  of  their  wounded  that 
were  able  to  move,  whilll  we  were 
employed  in  the  care  of  our  own, 
efcaped,  and  followed  the  routed 
enemy  ;  and  our  cattle-drivers 
and  foraging  parties  have  reported 
to  me,  that  the  houfes  in  a  circle 
of  fix  or  eight  miles  round  us  are 
full  of  others  ;  thofe  that  remained, 
we  have  taken  the  beft  care  of,  in 
our  power.  We  took  few  prifon- 
ers,  owing  to  the  exceffive  thicknefs 
of  the  wood  facilitating  their  ef- 
cape,  and  every  man  of  our  army 
being  repeatedly  wanted  for  ac- 
tion. 

"  The  conduct  and  aftions  of 
the  officers  and  foldiers  that  com- 
pofe  this  little  army,  will  do  more 
juftice  to  their  merit,  tliau  I  can 
by  words.  Their  perfevering  in- 
trepidity in  adlion,  their  invincible 
patience  in  the  hardlhips  and  fa- 
tigues of  a  march  of  above  fix 
hundred  miles,  in  which  they  have 
forded  feveral  large  rivers  and  num- 
berlefs  creeks,  many  of  which 
would  be  reckofted  large  rivers  in 
any  other  country  in  the  world, 
without  tents  or  covering  againft 
the  climate,  and  often  without  pro- 
vifions, will  fufiiciently  manifeft 
their  ardent  zeal  for  the  honour 
and  intereils  of  their  fovereign  and 
their  country. 

This  part  of  the  country  is  fa 
totally  deilitute  of  fubfiilence,  that 
forage  is  not  nearer  than  nine  miles, 
and  the  foldiers  have  been  two  days 
without  bread  :  I  fiiall  therefore 
leave  about  feventy  oftheworllof  the 
wounded  cafes  at  the  New  Garden 
Quaker  Meeting  Houfe,  with  pro- 
per aflillance,  and  move  the  re 
(E  3)  mainder 
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mainder  with  the  army,  to-morrow 
morning,  to  Bell's  mill.  I  hope 
our  friends  will  heartily  take  an 
adive  part  with  us,  to  which  I 
fhall  continue  to  encourage  them. 
Hill  approaching  our  ihipping  by 
eafy  marches,  that  we  may  procure 
the  neceffary  fupplies  for  farther 
operations,  and  lodge  our  fick  and 
wounded,  where  proper  attention 
can  be  paid  to  them. 

This  defpatch  will  be  delivered 
to    your  lordfhip    by    my    Aid   de 
Camp,  captain  Brodrick,  who  is  a 
very  promifing  officer,  and  whom  I 
beg  leave   to   recommend   to  your 
lordiliip's  countenance  and  favor. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
CORNWALLIS. 
Return  of  the  killed  and  wounded, 
on    the    march    through    North 
Carolina,  in  the  various  adlions 
preceding   the  battle  of  Guild- 
ford. 

1  lieutenant-colonel,  1 1  rank  and 
•file,  killed  ;  i  captain,  j  lieutenant, 
-v  ferjeants,  79  rank  and  file  wound- 
ed. 

Ofiicers  names  killed  and  wounded. 

Brigade  of  guards.  Lieuienant- 
coionel  Hall,  killed. 

Zjd  regiment.  Lieutenant  Chap- 
man wounded. 

33d ditto.  Capt.  Ingram,  wounded. 

Return  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and 
mining  of  the  troops  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant-general 
Earl  CornWallis,  in  the  aftion  at 
Guildford,  March  15,  1781. 

1  lieutenant-colonel,  2  lieutenants, 

2  enfigns,  13  ferjeants,  75  rank 
and  file  killed ;  2  brigadier- 
generals,    2  lieutenant-colonels, 

'  9  captains,  4  lieutenants,  5  en- 
iigns,  2  ftaff  officers,  15  ferjeants, 
5  drummers,  369  rank  and  file, 
wounded  ;  1  fcrjeant,  25  rank 
and  file,  miffing. 


Officers  names  killed  and  wounded. 

Royal  artillery.  Lieutenant  O'Ha- 
ra,  killed. 

Brigade  of  guards.  Honourable 
lieutenant-colonel  Stuart,  killed ; 
brigadier-generals  O'Hara  and 
Howard,  and  captain  Swanton, 
wounded  ;  captains  Schutz,  May- 
nard,  and  Goodricke,  wounded, 
and  fince  dead  ;  captains  lord 
Dunglafs  and  Maitland,  enfign  / 
Stuart  and  adjutant  Colquhoun, 
wounded. 

23d  foot.  Second  lieutenant  Ro- 
binfon,  killed ;  captain  Peter 
wounded. 

33d  foot.  Enfign  Talbot,  killed; 
lieutenant-colonel  Webller  (fince 
dead)  ;  lieutenants  Salvin,  Wyn- 
yard,  enfigns  Kelly,  Gore,  and 
Hughes,  and  adjutant  Fox, 
wounded. 

71ft  foot.     Enfign  Grant,  killed. 

Regiment  of  Boi'e.  Captains  Wil- 
mouiky  (fince  dead),  Fichen-r 
brodt,  lieutenants  Schwener  and 
Gaife,  enfign  De  Trott  (fince 
dead)  wounded. 

Britifli  legion.    Lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton  wou nded . 
J.  DESPARD,  Dep.  Adj  Gen. 
Wilmington,  April  17,  1781. 

Return  of  the  ordnance,  ammuni- 
tion, and  arms  taken  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Guildford,  March  15, 
1781. 

Brass    Ordnance. 

Mounted   on  travelling  carriages, 

with  limbers  and  boxes  complete, 

Four  fix  pounders. 

Shot.  Round  fixedwith  powder,  160 
fix  pounders.  Cafe  fixed  with 
ditto,  50  fix  pounders.  2  ammu- 
nition waggons,  1300  fi:ands  of 
arms  diltributed  among  the 
militia,  and  defrroyed  in  the  field. 
J.MACLEOD,  lieutenant,  and  ' 
commanding  officer  of  artillery. 
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Rxtradl  of  a  letter  from  Earl  Cor?i- 
ivallis,  to  Lord  George  Germain^ 
daied  IFilmiiigton,  April  1 8,  1781. 

I  marched  from  Guildford  on  the 
morning  of  the  1  th  of  March, 
and  next  day  arrived  at  Bell's  Mill, 
where  I  gave  the  troops  two  days 
reft,  and  procured  a  fmall  fupply 
of  provifions.  From  thence  1  pro- 
ceeded flowly  towards  Crofs  Creek, 
attending  to  the  convenience  of 
fubfillence,  and  the  movement  of 
our  wounded. 

From  all  my  information,  I  in- 
tended to  have  halted  at  Crofs 
Creek,  as  a  proper  place  to  refrefh 
and  refit  the  troops  ;  and  I  was 
much  difappointcd,  on  my  arrival 
there,  to  find  it  totally  impoflible. 
Provifions  were  fcarce,  not  four 
days  forage  within  twenty  miles, 
and  to  us  the  navigation  of  the 
Cape  Fear  River  to  Wilmington 
impradlicable  ;  for  the  diltance  by 
water  is  upwards  of  100  miles  : 
under  thefe  circumftances,  1  was 
obliged  to  continue  my  march  to 
this  place,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  which  I  arrived  on  the  7th  inft. 

1  have  been  bufy  fincc  my  arrival 
in  difpofing  of  our  fick  and  wound- 
ed, and  in  procuring  the  neceflary 
fupplies,  to  put  the  troops  inapro- 
per  Hate  to  take  the  field. 

Captain  Schut/,  died  a  few  days 
after  the  action,  as  we  expeded ; 
but  I  am  forry  toinformyour  lord- 
fhip,  that,  notwithftanding  the 
flattering  appearances,  and  the  af- 
furances  of  the  furgeons,  colonel 
Webfier  (whofe  lofs  is  feverely 
felt  by  me  and  the  whole  army), 
captain  Maynard  of  the  guards, 
captain  Wilmoulky  and  enfign  De 
Trott  of  the  regiment  of  Bofe,  are 
fince  dead. 
ExtraSl  of  a  letter  from  lienfenant- 

colonel  Balfour  to  lord  George  Ger- 


■    jnaifi,  dated  Charlei-%o-xn^     May 
I,    1781. 

My  Lord, 

By  lord  Cornwallis's  dcfpatches, 
v/hich  are  herewith  tranfmitted, 
your  lordfliip  will  be  informed, 
that  after  the  aftion  at  Guildford, 
general  Greene,  being  obliged  to 
retreat  from  before  the  king's  army, 
turned  his  views  towards  this  pro- 
vince, as  the  more  vulnerable  point, 
in  the  abfence  of  lord  Cornwailis, 

With  this  idea,  on  the  19th  ul- 
timo he  came  before  Camden,  hav- 
ing with  him  near  1500  continen- 
tal, and  feveral  corps  of  militia; 
lord  Rawdon  having  charge  of  that 
poll,  and  about  800  Britifh  and  Pro- 
vincial troops  to  fuftain  it. 

For  iome  days  general  Greene 
kept  varying  his  polition,  waiting, 
as  is  fiippofed,  to  be  reinforced  bj 
the  corps  under  brigadier  Marrian 
and  colonel  Lee,  which  were  oa 
their  way,  being  ordered  to  join 
him. 

Judi;ing  it  nccefiiiry  to  ilrike  a 
blow  before  this  junction  could  take 
place,  and  learning  that  general 
Greene  had  detached  to  bring  up  his 
baggage  and  provifions,  lord  Raw- 
don, with  the  moil:  marked  decilion, 
on  th6  morning  of  the  25th,  march- 
ed with  the  greater  part  of  his  force 
to  meet  him,  and  about  ten  o'clock 
attacked  the  rebels  in  their  camp  at 
Hobklrk's  with,  that  fpirit,  which 
prevailing  over  fuperior  numbers, 
and  an  obftinate  reliilancc,  compel- 
led them  to  to  give  way;  and  the 
purfuit  was  continued  for  three 
miles.  To  accident  only,  they 
were  indebted  for  faving  their  guns, 
which  being  drawo  into  a  hollow^ 
out  of  the  road,  were  overlooked 
by  our  troops  in  the  flnfli  of  vit%ry 
and  purfuit,  fo  that  their  cavalry, 
in  which  they  greatly  exceeded  us, 
(E  4)  had 
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had  an  opportunity  of  taking  them 
oft". 

My  lord  Rawdon  dates  the  lofs  of 
the  enemy  on  this  occafion,  as  up- 
wards of  I  GO  made  prifoners,  and 
400  killed  and  wounded,  his  own 
not  exceeding  100,  in  which  are  in- 
cluded one  officer  killed,  and  11 
wounded. 

After  this  defeat  general  Greene 
retired  to  Rugeley's  Mills,  (twelve 
miles  from  Camden)  in  order  to  call 
in  his  troops,  and  receive  the  rein- 
forcements ;  but  as  lieutenant-colonel 
Watfon,  of  the  guards,  who  had 
been  for  fome  time  detached  by 
lord  Rawdon,  with  a  corps  of  500 
men,  to  cover  the  eaftern  frontiers 
of  the  province,  is  direAed,  by 
me,  CO  join  his  lordfhip,  I  am  in 
hopes  he  will  be  able  fpeedily  to 
ac'oniplilli  this. 

JUNE. 

Admiralty -Office^  'June  5.  By  a 
letter  from  fir  George  Collier,  of 
his  majefty's  (hip  Canada,  there 
is  advice  of  his  having  taken,  after 
achaceof  full  70  leagues,  the  Leo- 
cadia  Spaniih  frigate,  coppered, 
fuppofed  to  be  bound  exprefs  to  the 
South  Seas.  She  has  ports  for  xo 
guns,  yet  mounts  only  34.  She 
was  commanded  by  Don  Francifco 
de  Wenthuifen,  Knt.  of  St»  Jago, 
who  loll  his  life  in  the  adion. 

6.  This  day  the  following  male- 
fai!'tors  were  executed  at  Tyburn, 
viz.  Jane  Vincent  William  Rqlfell, 
William  Archer,  Peter  Boys,  Rich- 
fird  Sheering,  and  John  King,  alias 
Reed. 

St.  James's,  June  S^  1781. 
^xfraSi  of  a  letter  fro?/!  commodore 
George ,  Johtifione  to  the  earl  of 
H'lljborough,  one  of  his  ?najefly^s 
■principal fecretaries  of  fate,  dated 
F^oruney^  lu  Port  Praya  Road,  in 


the  if  and  of  Si-  Jago^  April  30, 
1781,  brought  by  captain  Lindfey, 
of  the  Porto  floop  of  vjar. 

My  Lord, 

On  the  16th  of  April,  at  half 
pail:  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
being  at  anchor  in  Port  Praya,  in 
the  ifland  of  St.  Jago,  with  the 
fquadron  of  his  majefty's  ihips  un- 
der my  command  %  together  with 
the  Eail-India  fhips,  tranfports, 
and  vidtuallers,  who  failed  with  us 
from  England,  the  Ifis  (which  (hip 
lay  the  fartheft  to  leeward)  made 
the  fignal  for  feeing  eleven  fail  in 
the  Offing,  towards  the  N.  E. 

I  was  then  abfent  in  a  boat,  giv- 
ing direftions  for  moving  fome 
Ihips  which  had  been  driven  too 
near  each  other. 

As  foon  as  I  faw  the  fignal  for  fo 
many  ftrange  fnips,  I  inftantly  re- 
turned on  board  the  Romney,  and 
made  the  fignal  for  all  the  perfons 
to  come  from  the  fhore,  and  to  re- 
pair on  board  their  refueftive  fhips, 
having  at  that  time  not  lefs  than 
1 500  perfons  abfent  from  the  fleet, 
who  were  employed  in  watering, 
fiihing,  and  embarking  live  cattle, 
with  other  occupations  neceflary  to 
the  difpatch  in  refitting  fo  many 
fhips,  befides  a  number  of  the 
officers  and  troops  who  were  taking 
the  recreation  of  the  fhore. 

As  foon  as  the  fignal  was  made, 
and  enforced  by  the  repeated  firing 
of  guns,  and  after  a  boat  had  been 
difpatched  to  the  fhore,  to  give 
more  expedition  and  effedt  to  the 
embarkation,  a  fignal  was  made  to 
unmoor,  and  another  to  prepare  for 
battle. 


*  Romney,  jc ;  Hero,  74;  Mon-. 
mouth,  64;  Jupiter,  50;  andlfis,  Gf50 
gi2ns;  Terror  homb  veiTel;  Infernal  fire^ 
Ihij),  and  Rattle-Snake  cutter. 

I  went 
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I  went  on  board  the  Ifis,  to  make 
my  obfervations  on  the  ftrange 
fliips,  as  they  could  only  be  feen 
from  that  fhip,  on  account  of  the 
eafl  point  of  land  which  intervened. 

From  the  liis  I  plainly  difcovered 
five  large  Ihips  of  the  line,  and 
feveralfmaller  fhips.  Handing  in  for 
the  land  j  the  large  (hips  being  fe- 
parated  from  the  convoy,  and  mak- 
ing lignals  by  fuperior  and  inferior 
flags  which  plainly  denoted  that 
they  were  French. 

Upon  this  1  returned  on  board  the 
Romney,  calling  to  the  Kail- India 
fliips,  as  I  pafl^ed  and  re-palTed,  to 
prepare  for  battle  ;  for  molt  of 
them  were  yet  heedlefs  of  the  fig- 
nals  which  had  been  made. 

At  a  quarter  before  eleven  o'clock 
the  ftrange  fliips  appeared,  coming 
round  the  eall  point  of  land,  drawn 
up  in  a  line,  and  leading  into  the 
bay.  His  majefly's  fliips  of  war 
(excepting  as  to  the  people  who 
were  ablent  on  fliore)  were  by  this 
time  prepared  to  receive  the  enemy, 
if  they  fliould  ofter  any  infult. 

We  plainly  perceived  they  intend- 
ed an  attack,  by  the  fprings  which 
were  pafled  to  their  cables  along 
the  outfide  of  the  fliips  ;•  and  ws 
knew  the  fmall  regard  which  the 
French  ufually  pay  to  the  law  of 
nations,  when  they  are  poflefl^ed  of 
a  fuperior  force  ;  or  find  it  conve- 
nient to  difpenfe  with  fuch  obliga- 
tions ;  and  in  this  our  expeftations 
we  were  not  difappointed  :  for  with 
much  courage  and  feeming  deter- 
mination the  French  commodore 
led  on  within  two  cables  length  of 
the  Monmouth,  Jupiter,  and  Hero, 
pafling  the  Diana,  Terror  bomb, 
^nd  Infernal  hre-fliip,  who  lay 
without  the  reft  of  the  fliips :  here 
he  hoifled  his  broad  pendant,  and 
difplayed  the  French  colours;  he 
then    hauled   up  his  courfes,    and 


fired  two  fliot  at  the  Ifis  from  his 
larboard  bow  as  he  lufi^ed  up,  and 
immediately  after,  permitting  his 
fliipto  flioot  up  in  the  wind,  as  fat- 
as  the  force  with  which  the  ftiip  was 
failing  enabled  her,  he  dropped  his 
anchor  a-breall  of  the  Monmouth, 
and  began  to  fire  away  among  the 
fliips  as  fait  as  he  could  difcharge 
and  load.  His  fails,  however, 
were  fl:ill  flying  about  in  great  con- 
fufion,  fo  that  the  fpring  on  the 
cable  did  not  hold  when  the  fliip 
was  checked  to  bring  up,  and  he 
drove  a-breait  of  the  Hero. 

After  the  two  guns  mentioned 
above  had  been  difcharged  with 
fliot,  the  fire  from  his  Majefly's 
fliips  opened  upon  the  enemy  with 
great  power  and  effect. 

The  next  French  fliip  which  fol- 
lowed their  commodore  anchored 
a-head  of  him  ;  the  third  endea- 
voured to  pafs  through  for  the 
Romney ;  but  being  unable  to  wea- 
ther the  different  Ihips,  ha  anchor- 
ed a-ftern  of  his  commodore,  and 
continued  there  for  a  Ihort  fpace, 
driving  about  with  his  fails  loofe, 
untii  he  boarded  the  Fortitude  and 
Hinchinbroke  Ealt-India  /hips,  and 
then  went  to  fea.  The  fourth  fliip 
ran  on  different  lines,  luffing  and 
bearing  up  as  he  pafled  among  the 
fkirt  of  our  fliips,  and  firing  and  re- 
ceiving fire  as  he  failed  along,  but 
feemingly  in  great  confufion  alfo, 
and  at  lafl,  with  much  difficulty, 
he  wore  clear  of  the  reef  on  the 
welt  point  without  us. 

The  fifth  Ihip  ran  among  the 
merchant  vefTels  alio,  firing  at  all, 
and  attempting  to  board  two  or 
three  as  (he  palfed  along,  without 
fuccefs. 

In  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  the 

firll  gun,  feveral  of  our  Eafl-India 

Ihips  had  recovered  the  alarm,  and 

were  firing  at  the  enemy,  and  fome 

2  of 
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of  them  in  well  direfted  lines  : 
two  or  three  however  had  ftruck 
their  colours,  and  thrown  the  Com- 
pany's packets  overboard,  and 
others  prudently  put  to  fea. 

The  Romney  could  only  fire  in 
two  ope'nings,  and  this  under  a 
precilion  which  was  cautioufly  ob- 
served ;  neither  could  flie  veer  away 
cable  to  open  a  larger  fpace,  as  the 
Jafon  lay  right  a-ftern  of  her.  See- 
ing the  Romney  was  like  to  have 
Jittle  ihare  in  the  a«n;ion,  after  the 
fourth  (hip  had  pafled  her,  I  order- 
ed the  ba)-ge  to  be  manned,  to  go 
on  board  the  Hero.  General  Mea- 
dows and  captain  Saltern  infilled 
they  (hould  accompany  me,  with  a 
degree  of  generofity  and  good  hu- 
mour which  I  could  not  refill.  It 
is  pleafant  to  be  near  the  general 
at  all  times,  but  on  the  day  of  bat- 
tle that  fatisfadtion  is  felt  in  a  pe- 
culiar degree.  We  were  received 
by  captain  Havvker  with  as  chear- 
ful  and  affable  civility  as  if  we  had 
come  to  dinner,  while  the  Hero 
kept  up  a  conftant,  aweful,  heavy 
difcharge  of  artillery. 

The  aftion  bordered  upon  a  fur- 
prize,  and  the  nature  of  the  fervice 
in  which  we  were  engaged,  render- 
ed us  liable  to  much  confufion  ;  yet 
upon  the  whole,  until  the  enemy 
were  beat  off,  I  faw  nothing  on  our 
part  but  Iteady,  cool,  determined 
valour. 

Captain  Alms,  of  the  Monmouth, 
kept  up  a  well-direfted  fire. 

Captain  Pailley  had  worked  hard 
from  the  beginning  of  the  bufinefs, 
and  had  got  a  fpring  on  his  cable, 
by  which  effort  every  (hot  told  from 
the  Jupiter. 

The  French  commodore  now 
found  his  litiiation  too  hot,  and  he 
cut  his  cable  in  three  quarters  of 
an  hour,  and  went  away  through 
the  fhips,  as  his  fecond  a-Hern  had 
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done  before  him  ;  the  other  a-head 
was  now  left  behind,  an  objeft 
to  be  fired  at  by  all  the  fhips  in  our 
fleet,  who  could  get  guns  to  bear 
upon  him.  In  this  fituation  he  re- 
mained for  fifteen  minutes,  hardly 
firing  a  gun  during  the  whole  time  : 
fuch  a  fpeftacle  of  diflrefs  I  never 
before  beheld. 

I  am  fatisfied  myfelf  he  flruck 
his  colours,  and  that  they  were  not 
merely  fhot  away,  as  fome  alledge ; 
and  this  I  believe,  becaufe  different 
(liips  thought  he  ftruck  at  the  fame 
time  ;  but  it  was  impoflible  to  get 
all  the  fliips  toceafe  firing  at  once  ; 
and  one  gun  being  afterwards  dif- 
charged  from  the  enemy's  Ihip, 
the  firing  began  again  even  from 
fuch  of  our  fhips  as  had  left  off. 

Whether  his  cable  was  fhot  away, 
or  he  cut  the  cable,  I  cannot  fay  ; 
but  off  the  fhip  went  round  upon 
the  heel,  her  ftern  falling  clofe  to 
the  broadfide  of  the  Ifis  ;  her  malls 
were  tottering ;  her  yards  were 
hanging  different  ways  ;  her  fails 
were  flying  about  in  rags,  and  full 
of  holes.  Firit  fell  the  mizen  maft, 
next  went  the  main-maft,  and  laft.» 
ly  the  fore  maft  and  the  outer  end 
of  the  bowfprit  tumbled  into  the 
water. 

I  in!'antiy  returned  to  the  Rom- 
ney, and  made  the  fignalfor  all  the 
captains,  and  after  hearing  the 
condition  of  every  fhip,  I  direfted 
the  men  of  war  to  cut  and  flip  as 
faft  as  they  could  get  to  fea,  to  fol- 
low up  the  viftory,  with  orders  to 
make  any  India  fhips  which  lay  in 
their  way,  to  cut  their  cables  alfo, 
that  they  might  not  be  impeded. 

1  ordered  the  merchant  (hips  to 
lie  faft  and  repair  tlieir  damages, 
until  we  joined  them  again. 

As  foon  as  the  Jafon  v/as  out  of 
the  way,  the  Romney  v/as  caft  by 
a  fpring  on  the  cable,  and  fhe  went 
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out  to  fea  under  the  acclamations 
of  the  whole  fleet. 

The  Jupiter  inllantly  followed, 
and  we  ran  between  our  fcattered 
Ihips  and  the  enemy.  Perceiving 
neither  the  liis  nor  Diana  making 
any  figns  to  follow,  though  both  of 
them  lay  in  clear  births  for  fo  do- 
ing, their  feveral  fignals  were 
made.  The  Diana  anfwered,  and 
foon  after  followed  ;  but  although 
gun  after  gun  was  fired  to  enforce 
the  fignal  to  call  out  the  Ifis,  (he 
Hill  remained  without  any  figns  of 
obedience  to  my  fignals  then  abroad. 
At  laft  the  Hero  came  under  our  ftern, 
with  a  melTage  from  captain  Sutton, 
fa)ing  that  his  malts  and  yards, 
and  fails  and  rigging,  were  fo 
wounded,  that  he  could  not  come 
out  without  repairing  them,  but 
that  he  would  follow  as  fall  as  he 
could. 

My  anfwer  was,  all  this  is  no 
excufe  for  difobeying  my  pofitive 
orders  :  befides,  I  think  his  da- 
mages immaterial  to  a  man  of  any 
refources. 

Captain  Sutton'sfignal  was  there- 
fore again  enforced  by  another  gun; 
he  then  hoiiled  his  anfwering  flag, 
and  came  out,  after  three  hours 
delay. 

All  the  fhips  being  now  come 
out,  the  fignal  was  made  to  form 
the  line  a-head  on  the  larboard 
tack.  The  French  fhips  had  before 
this  collefted  and  taken  thedifabled 
Ihip  in  tow,  and  they  had  raifed 
a  ftump  forward,  and  fixed  a  fail 
upon  it,  with  which  they  had  wore 
the  hulk,  and  put  before  the  wind 
in  a  line  of  battle  a-breaft,  and 
fent  oit  their  convoy  under  ail  the 
fail  they  could  fet. 

When  the  Ifis  joined  us  file  ran 
under  our  ilern,  and  repeated  an 
account  of  her  diflrefs  and  her  da- 
mages, particularly  the  want  of  a 


mizen-topfail-yard,  which  I  told 
the  captain  was  nothing  at  all. 

The  fignal  was  now  made  to 
bear  up  in  a  line  of  battle  a-breaft. 
At  that  inllant  the  Ifis  loft  her  fore- 
top-maft  above  the  top-fail-yard, 
which  yard  was  not  injured  by  the 
fall,  nor  was  the  fail  hurt,  or  any 
other  damage  fuftained,  to  prevent 
the  fhip  from  working,  the  fore- 
top-fail  being  clofe  reefed  and  fet. 

1  immediately  fliortened  fail  to 
give  time  to  the  Ifis  to  clear  the 
wreck,  which  was  done  in  half  an 
hour  or  forty  minutes. 

This  increafed  our  diftance  from 
the  enemy.  As  foon  as  I  faw  the 
Ifis  could  make  fail,  I  bore  up  and 
fet  the  fore-fail,  and  made  the  fig- 
nal for  the  line  a-brealh  When  we 
came  near  the  enemy,  I  found  the 
Jfis  and  Monmouth  had  dropped 
a-ftern  between  two  and  three 
miles,  though  both  of  them  failed 
much  better  than  the  Romney : 
their  fignals  were  therefore  made  ta 
call  them  to  their  ftations  ;  the 
Monmouth  immediately  anfwered, 
and  made  iail  accordingly,  but  the 
Ifis  fl:ill  kept  behind. 

By  thefe  various  obflrudlions  and 
delays,  added  to  a  flrong  lee  cur- 
rent, the  enemy  had  drawn  us  far 
to  leeward  of  St.  Jago.  The  fun 
was  fet ;  the  fea  had  increafed  ;  [ 
could  not  propofe  a  decifive  adion 
in  the  night.  It'  1  followed  until 
day-light,  my  profpedls  were  great 
and  tempting  ;  bat  1  muft  then  de- 
termine to  leave  my  convoy  in  di- 
firefs,  and  feparate  from  the  troop.--, 
without,  any  fixed  determination 
concerning  them  or  their  deftina- 
tion  ;  and  I  mull  alfo  have  relin- 
quifhed  the  objeft  of  the  prefent 
expedition;  bccaufe,  after  getting 
lo  far  to  leeward  that  we  could  not 
fetch  the  i Hands  of  Bravo  or  Fogo, 
it  is  a  wj'i  knowa  fact  that  no  fli'p 
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can  be.ir  up  againft  the  N.  E. 
winds  and  theS.  W.  currs^nts  which 
alwavs  prevail  here,  much  lefs  af- 
ter fuch  an  adion  as  muft  be 
expeded. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the  prin- 
cipal force  of  the  enemy  (hould  ar- 
rive before  us  at  the  place  of  our 
deilination,  it  might  prove  equally 
fatal  to  theobjeft  of  the  expedition. 
The  dilemma  was  great  indeed, 
and  I  felt  the  cruel   fituation  with 
an  anguifh   which  I  never  before 
experienced ;    but    after  maturely 
weighing  the  fubje6i  in  all  its  con- 
sequences with    thofe    perfons    on 
whofe  judgement  I  have  moll  con- 
fidence, I  thought  myfelf  bound  to 
return  to  join  the  fhips  under  my 
protedion,  and  to  purfue  theobjeft 
ef  the    expedition,    it  being  moft 
probable  that  the  enemy  mull  either 
fend  off  two  of  their  difabled  fhips 
of  war  to  the  Weft-Indies,  in  which 
cafe   I  fhall  have  a  fuperior  naval 
force,  or  they  muft   touch  at  the 
Brazils  for  water  and  repairs ;  and 
perhaps  they  will  be  obliged  to  do 
both  ;  in  either  of  which  cafes  we 
fhall  have   a  great    advantage  by 
the  preceding  adtion. 

Next  day  we  retook  the  Hinchin- 

broke    Eafl  -India    fiiip,     with    25 

Frenchmen  on  board  ;  and  I  learn 

from   them  that  the  fquadron  who 

attacked  us  was  compofed  of 

L'Heros,  74,    M.    de    Suffrein, 

brigadier    des    armes,    grand 

commandant  de  Make. 

L' Annibal,  74,  M.  de  Tremigon, 

capitaine  de  vaiffeau. 
L'Artefien,  64,  M.  de  Cardaillac, 

chevalier  de  Make, 
Le  bpnynx,  64,  M.  de  Duchillon, 

capitane  de  vaifieau. 
Le  Vengeur,  64,  M.  le  chevalier 
de  Forbin,  capitaine  de  vaif- 
feau. 
La  Fortune,   16.  Corvette, 


M.  de  Caftries,  commandant  de 

I'armee  de  terre. 
Regiment  de  Pondicherry,  deux 

battalions. 
Detachment    du     Regiment    d* 

Auftrafie. 

4  vaifTeaux  des  Indes,  viz. 

1.  Lc  Brifon,  !«*  ^inq  vaiifeaux 

2.  LeTroisAmis,        ^^    ,t«-anrport 
T  ,Tn    J    T-  )     armeeenflute; 

3- L'Iflede  France,      3,,       ^^^^^^^ 

4.  Pondicherry,      j     ^jth  copper. 

The  Hannibal  was  the  fhip 
which  was  difraafted,  and  the  Hero 
led  in,  and  fufFered  damages  next 
in  proportion  to  the  Hannibal  ;  the 
Artefien,  Sphynx,  and  Vengeur 
came  in  according  as  they  are 
named,  but  the  laft  three  did  not 
receive  much  injury.  The  captain 
of  the  Arcefien,  to  which  fliip  the 
prifoners  belong,  was  killeJ.  by  a 
grape  Ihot  on  the  fhoulder. 

They  informed  me  that  they  fail- 
ed from  Breft  the  2 2d  of  March, 
with  Monf.  le  GrafTe  and  20  fail  of 
the  line,  three  of  which  are  of  three 
decks,  bound  to  Martinique,  be- 
fides  the  Sagittaire  frigate  of  fifty 
guns,  bound  to  North  America. 

That  they  feparated  oiF  Madeira, 
and  their  purpofe  was  to  attack  the 
fquadron  under  my  command, 
wherever  they  could  find  it,  of 
which  they  had  received  a  corre<5l 
lift  at  Brell :  that  the  Artefien  firft 
difcovercd  us  lying  in  the  road, 
and  tacked  towards  Monf  SufFreia 
to  acquaint  him  of  it ;  that  he  in- 
ftantly  ordered  them  to  prepare  for 
the  attack ;  and  being  aflced  by 
Monf.  Cardilliac,  the  captain  of 
the  Artefien,  what  they  Ihould  dp 
if  the  Portuguefe  forts  (hould  fire 
upon  them  ?  he  defired  them  to 
fire  at  the  Portuguefe  forts  alfo. 

After  an  aflion  of  fuch  a  length, 
in  fuch  a  fituation,  in  fmooth  wa-^ 
ter,  with  large  ihips  fo  near  each 
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other,  it  is  furprifmg  to  find  how 
few  men  have  been  killed,  and 
what  flight  damages  his  Majefty's 
fliips  have  received. 

The  Monmouth  lying  within  a 
cable's  length,  had  not  a  man 
killed,  and  only  fix  wounded. 
The  Jupiter  had  two  wounded. 
The  liis  had  four  killed  and  five 

wounded. 
The  Romney  had  feven  wound- 
ed ;    and  the  other   (hips   ac- 
cording to  the  lilt  enclofed. 
The  Jafon  and  Latham  Eaft-India 
fliips,  which  lay  at  the  fartheft  di- 
ftance   from  the  enemy,  had  four 
killed  and  14  wounded  ;  among  the 
number  of  the  killed  is  lieutenant 
Keith  of  the  Jafon,  a  brave  and 
worthy  officer. 

Several  0/  the  laft  India  fhips 
have  fuffered  in  their  mails,  yards, 
and  rigging,  but  nothing  that  will 
impede  the  voyage,  or  which  can- 
not be  repaired  even  here  with 
fecurity. 

The  fate  of  the  Infernal  fireihip, 
and  Terror  bomb,  deferves  to  be 
particularly  related  :  they  had  come 
from  the  Ifle  of  May  two  days  be- 
fore, and  lay  to  the  eaflward,  with- 
out all  the  fhips,  notwithftanding 
my  orders  in  writing  had  been 
llriftly  given,  and  punctually  com- 
municated, for  all  the  fmall  fhips 
to  anchor  within  the  reft.  The 
Terror  had  fprung  her  bowfprit, 
and  was  fifhing  it,  with  her  rigging 
loofe,  when  the  enemy  appeared, 
and  one  of  the  fixty-four  gun  Ihips 
had  her  on  board. 

The  Terror  catched  fire,  and  the 
enemy  durit  not  take  pofleflion  of 
her,  though  often  invited  to  do  fo 
by  captain  Wood.  She  then  cut 
her  cable,  and  drove  to  fea,  where 
Cie  loft  her  bowfprit  and  ioremaft. 
One  of  the  French  Ihips  again 
followed  her  in  this  miferable  con- 


dition, and  fired  feveral  fliot  at  the 
Terror  ;  yet  captain  Wood,  feeing 
us  preparing  to  come  out,  would 
not  ftrike  his  colours,  but  bravely- 
contrived  to  fetfome  llay-fails,  and 
Aide  off  in  that  fhattered  condition. 
The  firefhip  went  to  fea,  and 
was  taken  by  the  enemy,  by  what 
means  1  cannot  relate;  but  I  have 
good  reafon  to  believe  flie  was  af- 
terwards abandoned  by  the  enemy, 
or  retaken  by  the  crew,  as  the  Ju- 
piter faw  her  the  next  day  to  lee- 
ward, and  Handing  towards  us, 
with  her  diftinguifhing  vanes  and 
anfwering-flag  abroad. 

The  Fortitude  India  Ihip  behaved 
with  uncommon  bravery.  She  was 
boarded  by  the  Artefien,  who  fired 
many  guns  into  her;  feveral  of"  the 
enemy's  crew  jumped  on  board  the 
Fortitude  ;  yet  in  this  fituation 
captain  Jenkinfon,  of  the  98  th  re- 
giment, kept  up  a  conftant  fire 
with  fmall  arms  ;  feveral  of  the 
enemy  were  (hot  on  the  flirouds, 
and  two  were  forced  overboard, 
and  taken  up  again  into  the  For- 
titude, after  the  two  fhips  had 
feparated. 

The  Hinchinbroke  was  alfo  ml- 
ferably  cut  and  mangled  by  die 
Artefien,  before  fhe  was  taken. 

Many  of  the  other  India  fnips 
fuifered  confiderable  damages,  par- 
ticularly the  Lord  North,  Ofterly, 
and  Afia  ;  and  the  Edward  visual- 
ler  was  nearly  funk  and  carried  out 
to  fea,  though  afterwards  aban- 
doned. 

Wich  great  difficulty,  after  turn- 
ing many  days,  we  recovered   this 
bay    with    the    Fortitude,  and  we 
towed   in    the   Hinchinbroke   and' 
Edward. 

Every  polfible  exertion  has  been 
ufed  fince  to  repair  the  various  da- 
mages which  the  fhips  had  fuftain- 
ed,  and  the  whole  convoy  are  new 
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as  completely  refitted  as  circum- 
llances  will  allow  ;  in  the  execution 
of  which  fervice  I  am  chiefly  in- 
debted to  the  indefatigable  atten- 
tion of  captain  Paifley,  whofe  zeal 
on  this,  and  every  other  occafion,  I 
willi  may  be  reprefented  to  his 
majefty. 

To  add  to  our  embarraflment, 
the  Porto  floop,  who  joined  us  the 
day  we  got  back,  ran  foul  of  the 
Hero,  and  loft  her  foremaft  and 
Bovvfprit. 

I  have  judged  it  proper  to  put 
captain  Sutton,  of  the  Ifis,  under 
an  arreft. 

Since  writing  the  above  account, 
the  Infernal  firefhip  has  joined  us. 
The  enemy  had  abandoned  her  on 
our  approach,  having  taken  away 
captain  Darby  and  five  feamen ,  and 
nine  foldiers  of  the  98th  regiment. 
Lieutenant  Hamilton  has  been 
ever  fince  turning  up  to  gain  this 
port,  which  fhews  the  impoffibility 
of  joining  the  convoy  if  I  had  fol- 
lowed the  enemy. 

TJie  firefliip  has  fuflained  little 
or  no  damages.  ' 

We  fhall  fail  from  this  ifland  to- 
morrow ;  and  .the  Porto  lloop  will 
be  ready    to  proceed    for    England 
the  day  after  with  thefe  defpatches. 
I  am,  with  the  greatefl  refpeft, 
My  lord. 
Your  Lordfliip's  moll:  obedient 
And  jnoft  humble  fervant, 
GEO.  JOHNSTONE. 
Total  of  the  killed  ami  ivomnlcd  in  the 
Jlrips  and  'vejjels  under  the  commaiid 
of   cotnmodore    J-ohnjlo/ie^     in   an 
/i  Ft  ion    ivitb    a     Fi'ench  fquadro7i 
cojn-manded  ly  Monfctir  dc  Si<f'rein^ 
en  the   1 6th  tf   Jpril,    178 1,    in 
Port  Praya  Road  in  the  ifland  of 
St,  J^go. 
16  Seamen  or  petty  cfRcers  killed  ; 
77  ditto  wounded  ;  4  ditto  fince 
dead  of  their  wounds  ;   I  i    ditto 
taken  prifcners. 


20  Soldiers  or  marine*  killed  ;  63 

ditto   wounded ;    4    ditto   fince 

dead  of  their  wounds  ;    9   ditto 

taken  prifoners. 

OFFICERS  killed. 
George   Keith,  firfl   lieutenant  of 

the  Jafon. 
Captain    Crawford,  of   the    icoth 

regiment,  on  board   the  Ofterly 

EalT;  Indiaman. 
Lieutenant  M'Donald,  of  ditto,  on 

board  ditto. 
Lieutenant    Griffin,    of    the   98th 

regiment,    on   board  the  Pondi- 

cherry  armed  tranfport. 
Lieutenant  Morris   of  ditto,  in   a 

boat  coming  from  the  fhore. 
Henry  Roach,  mafter  of  the  Por- 

poife  armed  tranfport. 
The   furgeon   of   the   Ofterly  Eafl 

India  flr.ip. 
OFFICERS    wounded. 
Lieutenant    Donald    Campbell    of 

the  Terror  bomb  vefTel. 
Lieutenant  Hind  of  the  98th  regi- 
ment. 
Enfign  Scott  of  ditto,  on  board  the 

Fortitude  Eaft  Indiaman. 
PRISONER. 
Captain    Henry  D'Eflerre  Darby, 

commander  of  his  majefly's  fire- 

ihip  Infernal,  taken  prifoner  by 

the  French. 

GEO.  JOHNSTONE. 

16.  On  the  3d  inil.  the  town  of 
Cagli,  in  the  Pope's  dominions, 
was  almoft  buried  in  ruins  by  an 
earthquake,  in  which  more  than 
8ro  inhabitants  perifhed,  among 
whom  was  the  billiop  of  Berlozzi, 
as  he  was  employed  in  the  duties  of 
his  facred  function. 

18.  On  the  I  ith  infl.  the  empe- 
ror oi  Germany  arrived  at  Oilend 
in  the  evening  ;  and  in  three  hours 
after  arrived  in  the  fame  city  the 
duke  of  Gloucefter.  Next  day  his 
highnefs  fet  out  for  Bruges,  where 
he  had  an  interview  with  his  impe- 
rial majeliy,  and  returned  the  fame 
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day.  This  interview  has  occafion- 
ed  much  fpeculation. 

I^.  ExtraH  of  a  letter  from  Paris. 

"  The  great  Theatre  of  the 
Opera,  built  by  the  famous  Ser- 
vandoni,  has  been  entirely  reduced 
to  aflies.  It  was  accidentally  fet  on 
£re  after  the  reprefentation,  the 
moment  the  curtain  was  dropped. 
The  audience  had  all  time  toefcape, 
but  forty  people  behind  the  fcenes 
perifhed  in  the  flames.  Some  of 
the  bodies  have  been  taken  out  fo 
disfigured  and  miferably  burnt,  that 
it  is  impoffible  to  afcertain  whether 
they  are  men  or  women.  The  ce- 
lebrated Daubbervault,  who  dan- 
ced at  the  King's  Theatre  in  the 
year  1764,  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  one  of  the  unfortunate  vic- 
tims, having  fuddenly  difappeared 
after  this  terrible  difafter.  The 
lofs  is  faid  to  amount  to  four  milli- 
ons of  livres  and  upwards." 

Admiralty- Office,  June  l^,    I  7 8 1 . 

Ext^aH  of  aleitcr^  received  the  izth 
curt,  from  njicc-admiral  Sir  Ed- 
ivard  Hughes,  K.  B.  and  comman- 
der in  chief  of  his  majefy's  Jhips 
and  vejjels  in  the  Eaf -Indies,  to 
Mr.  Stephens,  dated  at  Bombay, 
Jan.  z,    1781. 

On  the  17th  of  Odiober  I  failed 
from  Madrafs  Road,  intending  to 
proceed  to  the  relief  of  Tellicherry 
on  this_  coaft  (clofely  invefted  by 
the  Nairs,  and  a  detachment  of 
Hyder  Ali's  troops)  and  from 
thence  to  this  port,  to  clean  and 
refit  the  fliips. 

I  arrived  in  Tellicherry  Road  on 
the  27th  of  November,  where  I 
found  two  of  the  company's  armed 
ihows,  and  a  tranfport  fhip,  v/hich 
had  brought  ftores  and  ammunition 
to  the  garrifon  a  few  days  before  : 
in  the  mean  time,  the  armed  boats 
of  the  Ihips  in   Calicut   Road  cut 


out  and  brought  away  one  of  Hy- 
der Ali's  fliips,  and  forced  the  other 
on  fliore  :  but,  in  the  courfe  of 
their  operation  the  Sartine  frigate, 
being  warped  into  fhoal  water  to 
cannonade  the  enemy's  fhips, 
ftruck  on  the  rocks  at  low  water, 
aftd  filled,  fo  that  fhe  was  totally 
loft  ;  a  part  of  her  fails,  top-malb', 
booms,  and  fome  other  ftores,  be- 
ing all  that  could  be  faved  out  of 
her. 

After  having  left  a  captain  of 
marines,  with  four  officers,  and 
108  rank  and  file,  with  icoo  bar- 
rels of  powder,  at  Tillicherry,  for 
its  defence,  until  a  reinforcement 
fhould  arrive  from  Bombay,  I  fail- 
ed with  all  the  fquadron  towards 
Bombay  on  the  cth  of  December 
laft. 

On  the  8th  of  December,  being 
off  Mangulore,  the  principal  fea- 
port  of  Hyder  Ali,  on  the  Malabar- 
Coaft,  I  faw  two  fliips,  a  large 
fnow,  three  ketches  and  many 
fmaller  vefTels,  at  an  anchor  in  the 
road,  with  Hyder  Ali's  colours 
flying  on  board  them  ,•  and  ftanding 
with  the  fquadron  clofe  into  the 
road,  found  them  to  be  vefTels  of 
force,  and  all  armed  for  war;  on 
which  I  anchored  as  clofe  to  the 
enemy's  veffels  as  pofTible,  with 
fafety  to  the  fhips,  and  ordered  the 
armed  boats  of  the  fquadron  to  atv 
tack  and  deftroy  them,  under  cover 
of  the  fire  of  the  company's  two 
armed  inows,  and  of  the  prize  fhip 
cut  out  of  Calicut-road,  which 
were  anchored  in  ftioal  water,  and 
clofe  to  the  enemy's  fhips.  This 
fervice  was  conduced,  on  the  part 
of  _  our  boats,  with  a  fpirit  and 
aftivity  that  do  much  honour  to  the 
ofiicers  and  men  employed  in  them  - 
and  in  two  hours  they  took  and 
burnt  the  two  fhips,  one  of  2ri, 
the  other  of  26  guns ;  one  ketch  of 
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12  guns  was  blown  up  by  tbe  enemy 
at  the  inftant  our  boats  were 
boarding  her;  another  ketch  of  lo 
guns,  which  cut  her  cables,  and 
endeavoured  to  put  to  fea,  was 
taken  ;  and  the  third  ketch  with 
the  fmaller  veflels,  were  forced  on 
ihore,  the  fnow  only  efcaping  into 
the  harbour,  after  haviug  thrown 
every  thing  overboard  to  lighten 
her.  On  this  fervice  the  fquadron 
loft  lieutenant  Gomm,  of  the 
Burford,  and  ten  men  killed  ;  lieu- 
tenant Sutton,  of  the  Superb  ; 
lieutenant  Maclellan,  of  the  Ea- 
gle, and  51  men  wounded,  many 
of  them  fince  dead. 

On  the  20th  of  December  I  arri- 
ved with  the  fquadron  in  this  har- 
bour, and  immediately  fet  about 
the  docking  and  refitting  the  fhips 
for  fervice,  which  I  hope  to  accom- 
plifh  all  in  the  month  of  March. 

Fienna,  March  26.  A  little  be- 
fore his  departure  the  Emperor 
granted  to  the  Jewilh  nation,  fet- 
tled in  his  eftates,  among  other 
privileges  which  they  have  not  hi- 
therto enjoyed,  that  of  exercifing 
all  kinds  of  arts  and  trades,  of 
applying  themfelves  to  agriculture, 
of  reforting  to  the  univerfities,  and 
of  enjoying  in  general  all  the  ad- 
vantages cf  other  citizens. 

BruJTch,  Jime  14.  The  Empe- 
ror arrived  here  about  eleven 
o'clock  on  Thurfday  night,  and 
fince  that  time  has  been  almcft 
continually  employed  in  attending 
to  the  petitions  and  requefts  of  his 
people.  On  Frid:iy  he  faw  only 
two  or  three  of  the  principal  minif- 
ters.  On  Saturday  he  received  the 
public  bodies  ;  and  yeHerday  and 
this  day  he  has  given  audience  to 
every  one  who  demanded  it.  It  is 
not  merelv  the  rich  and  noble  who 
£nd  admittance  to  the  imperial 
prefence  ;  the  poor  of  every  deno- 


mination are  received  with  equal 
grace  and  favour;  every  claimant 
has  the  privilege  of  telling  his  own 
ftory  in  his  own  way  to  the  father 
of  his  people,  who  receives  them 
all  unattended  by  a  fingle  perfon, 
and  lays  afide  every  form  which 
might  awe  the  modeft  and -the  hum- 
ble from  making  their  wants  or 
dillreffes  known  to  him. 

23.  Advices  were  this  day  recei- 
ved from  fir  Henry  Clinton,  by 
lord  George  Germ.ain,  that  major- 
general  Philips,  and  brigadier-ge- 
neral Arnold  had  deftroyed  in  Vir- 
ginia, during  the  month  of  April, 
a  confiderable  number  of  armed 
vefiels  belonging  to  the  Americans, 
a  range  of  barracks  for  two  thou- 
fand  men,  feveral  ware-houfes  and 
magazines,  fome  hundred  barrels 
of  flour,  and  .many  thoufand  hogf- 
heads  of  tobacco. 

JULY. 

5.  Yellerday  the  late  printers  of 
the  London  Courant  and  Noon  Ga- 
zette, and  the  publiflier  of  the 
Morning  Herald,  with  the  printer 
of  the  Gazetteer,  received  fentence 
in  the  court  of  King's  Bench,  for 
having  publiflied  a  libel  againft  the 
Ruffian  ambafTador :  viz.  the  late 
printer  of  the  London  Courant,  as 
the  original  publilher,  to  be  im- 
prifoned  a  year,  and  to  ftand  in 
the  pillory  for  one  hour  at  the  Roy- 
al Exchange  ;  the  late  printer  of 
the  Noon  Gazette,  to  pay  a  fine  of 
lool.  and  to  be  imprifoned  a  year, 
and,  for  an  aggravating  paragraph, 
to  be  imprifoned  for  an  additional 
fix  months,  and  pay  a  fine  of  lool. 
'I'he  publifher  of  the  Morning  He- 
rald was  fined  icol.  and  imprifoned 
for  a  year  ;  and  the  printer  of  the 
Gazetteer  (being  a  female)  was 
fined  50!.  and  imprifoned  for  fix 
months. 

6.  Yefterday 
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6.  Yefterday  the  printers  of  the 
Whitehall  Evening  Poft,  Middle- 
fex  Journal,  and  St.  James's  Chro- 
nicle, received  fentence  for  the  fame 
offence;  when  each  was  fined  lool. 
and  the  two  former  were  imprifoned 
for  a  year. 

ExtraHs  of  a  letter  from  the  right 
hou.  gen.  Elliot,  governor  of  Gi- 
braltar, t9  the  earl  of  Hilljhorough, 
one  of  his  MajeJIy^s  principal  fe- 
cretaries  of  ft  ate,  dated  Gibraltar, 
June    II,   1781. 

I  have  no  new  occurrences  to 
report  to  your  lordlhip,  only  that 
on  the  gth  the  enemy's  laboratory 
took  fire,  with  firft  a  great  explo- 
fion,  fucceeded  by  the  burfting  of 
ihells,  refembling  a  clofe  running 
fire  of  muficetry,  intermixed  with 
different  blafts,  for  near  twenty 
minutes,  and  followed  by  a  confla- 
gration, which  lailed  near  three 
hours.  We  fuppofe  the  damage  to 
have  been  very  confiderable,  pro- 
bably a  thoufand  fixed  fhells,  be- 
fides  powder,  implements,  and 
ftores. 

When  it  is  calm,  the  gun  and 
mortar  boats  repeat  their  nightly 
vifits,  doing  us  no  great  harm,  only 
depriving  the  troops  fometimes  of 
their  natural  reft,  which  is  no  great 
evil  in  this  climate,  as  evidently 
appears  by  the  health  of  the  gar- 
rifon. 

14.  This  day  the  feffions  at  the 
Old  Bailey,  which  began  on  the 
iith,  ended,  when  fixteen  con- 
vidls  received  fentence  of  death. 

At  this  feffions,  M  de  la  Motte 
was  tried  and  convidled  for  carry- 
ing on  a  treafonable  correfpondence 
with  the  enemies  of  this  country. 
The  fentence  paffed  upon  him  was, 
**  To  be  hanged  by  the  neck  but 
not  till  dead,  then  to  be  cut  down, 
and  his  bowels  taken  out  and  burnt 
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before  his  face,  his  head  to  be  taken 
off,  his  body  cut  into  four  quarters, 
and  to  be  at  his  Majclly's  difpofal," 
The  Prifoner  received  the  aweful 
doom  with  great  compofure,  bac 
inveighed  againll  Mr.  Lutterloh  in 
warm  terms. 

M,  de  la  Motte  is  about  five  feet 
ten  inches  in  height,  and  of  a 
comely  countenance  :  his  deport- 
ment is  exceedingly  genteel,  and 
his  eye  isexpreffive  of  ftrong  pene- 
tration. He  wore  a  white  cloth 
coat  and  a  linen  waiftcoat,  worked 
in  tambour.  After  fentence  Mr. 
Akerman's  fervants  prepared  to  re- 
condudl  him  to  prifon,  but  being 
ignorant  of  their  defign,  he  fat  ia 
the  chair  in  which  he  had  fat  during 
almoll  the  whole  of  the  trial  ;  but 
upon  the  matter  being  explained  to 
him,  he  rofe,  made  a  polite  bow  to 
the  court,  and  retired- 

28.  YefterdayM.  Francis  Henry 
De  la  Motte  was,  by  an  order  from 
lord  Hill/borough,  delivered  into 
the  cuftody  of  the  flieriffs  of  Lon- 
don and  Middlefex,  who  conveyed 
him  from  the  Tower  to  Newgate, 
from  whence,  about  a  quarter  after 
nine,  he  fee  out  for  the  place  of 
execution,  being  preceded  by  the 
city  marfhal,  the  two  flieriffs  in 
their  carriages,  attended  by  their 
ofiicers,  and  a  prodigious  number 
of  conftables. — M.  De  la  Motte 
was  dreffed  in  a  fuit  of  black.  His 
deportment  was  manly  andferious: 
he  feemed  to  have  fixed  his  atten- 
tion on  the  aweful  fcene  beforehim, 
and  to  be  totally  ;ibftraded  from, 
furrounding  objedts,  as  he  fcarcely 
ever  took  his  eyes  from  a  devotion- 
al book  he  held  in  his  hinds.  Up- 
on his  arrival  at  the  place  of  exe- 
cution, he  was  immediately  remov- 
ed from  the  fledge  into  a  car?-, 
which  was  drawn  under  the  gailows.. 
He  continued  therein  about  two 
(F)  niinutci, 
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minutes,  which  he  feemed  to  em- 
ploy in  fervent  devotion ;  when 
bowing  refpeftfully  twice  to  the 
ftierifrs,  he  turned  to  the  executi- 
oner, and  defired  him  to  perform 
his  oiSce  immediately.  After  hang- 
ing 57  minutes,  the  body  was  cut 
down,  and  laid  on  a  block,  when 
(the  fire  being  previoufiy  kindled) 
the  executioner  fevered  the  head 
from  the  trui)k,  andmakinganinci- 
fion  from  his  breall,  took  out  the 
heart,  which  after  a  flight  expofure, 
was  committed  to  the  flames.  The 
body  was  after  this,  being  iirfl:  nightly 
Icoied,  together  with  the  head,  put 
into  a  very  handfome  cofiin,  and 
delivered  to  an  attendant  underta- 
ker for  interment. 

30.  The  two  following  letters 
were  publiflred  as  authentic  at  Paris 
about  ten  days  ago  : 

cir  Gccvge  R.oJney  to  the  Marquis  de 

Bouilh. 

I  have  received  the  letters  which 
your  excellency  did  me  the  honour 
to  .write  to  me ;  and  I  am 
hurt  that  a  perfon  of  fo  dilHnguifh- 
ea  a  rank  .  and  charafter  ,  as  the 
marquis  de  Bouille,  fhould,  in  con- 
fequence  of  information,  which 
be  ccnfefles  he  received  through 
indireft  channels,  demean  himself 
fo  far  as  to  defcend  to  menaces  : 
Britifn  admirals  are  unacquainted 
with  fear !  and  knov/  not  v/hat  it  is 
to  threaten  :  they  are  refponfible 
for  their  condudl  to  none  but  their 
king  and  their  country  :  they  never 
look  for  glory  in  infuiting  their 
enemies  :  they  have  always  treated 
them  with  refped  and  humanity. 
But  a  perfidious  people,  wearing 
the  mafque  of  friendfhip,  trai- 
tors to  their  country,  and  rebels 
to  their  king,  are  not  entitled  to 
tndulgencies  or  refped ;  and  fhall 


never    meet    vrith     either   at   my 
hands. 

I  am,  &c. 
'J  be  Marquis  de  BouilU  to  Admiral 
Rodney, 

I  am  fatisiied  that  a  Britilh  ad- 
miral and  a  French  general  ought 
to  be  refponfible  only  to  their  king 
and  their  country.  To  both  I  owe 
reprifals ;  and  cruel  as  it  may  be  to 
have  recourfe  to  them,  you  fet  the 
example  at  St.  Euftatius,  and  I 
muft  purfue  it.  You  laid  down  the 
law,  and  I  fhall  ftriftly  adhere  to 
it.  Your  excellency,  no  doubt, 
forgot  that  you  were  writing  to  a 
French  general,  who,  from  the 
events  of  war,  has  been  for  fome 
time  in  the  habit  of  dei'pifing  Bri- 
tilh infolence.  I  had  the  honour 
to  write  to  your  excellency  that  I 
would  net  exchange  any  more  pri~ 
foners  :  they  fliall  all,  without  ex- 
ception, be  fent  to  France.  I  re- 
peat once  more,  that  you  may  adt 
as  you  pleafe  towards  oar  flags  of 
truce  ;  to  quiet  your  apprehenij-. 
ons  on  that  head  I  fhall  fend  no 
more.  In  future,  the  interpreter* 
of  our  fentiments  Avail  be  our  can- 
non :  by  thofe  means  we  fhry* 
avoid  all  political  difputes,  fo  fafr- 
tidious,  and  difguiiing  in  then^- 
felves,  and  which  are  more  in  thj? 
department  of  ambafladors  than  of 
foldiers.  I  am,  &£. 

■\  1 .  On  Thurfday  evening  M eflfs. 
Gouvernevir  and  Curfoii,  partner:. 
and  late  merchants  in  the  ifland  of 
St.  Euftatius,  were  brought  in  cuf- 
tody  of  two  of  his  majefty's  mef- 
fengers  from  on  board  the  Venge- 
ance man  of  war  at  Spithead,  to 
the  earl  of  Hilifljorough's  office  ia 
Cleveland-Row  j  where,  after  un- 
dergoingan  examination,  they  were 
ordered  into  the  cuilody  of  Mr, 
Mann,  the  ineflenger;  and  on  Fri- 
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d;\y  night  at  ten  o'clock  they  were 
broiiofit  to  the  American  depart- 
ment at  Whitehall,  where  their 
condufl  underwent  a  more  fevers 
and  regular  enquiry  before  the  at- 
torney and  folicitor -generals, 
Meffrs.  Chamberlayne  and  White, 
foH'citors,  and  Mr.  Sampfon 
Wright,  the  prcfiding  magiitrate 
at  Bow  ftreet.  This  examination 
lafted  a  confiderable  time,  and  fe- 
veral  papers  were  produced  and 
tead ;  after  which  Mr.  Gouver- 
iieur  was  com  mil  red  to  New 
Prifon,  charged  with  high-treafon, 
in  carrying  on  a  correfpondence 
with  the  American  agent,  Adams, 
at  Amfterdam,  and  with  furnifhing 
the  colonifts  with  ammunition  and 
every  other  fpecies  of  military 
ftores  for  the  fppport  of  the  war. 
He  was  condu6i-ed  to  the  pJace  of 
his  confinement  by  two  of  the  mef- 
fers,  under  a  warrant  figned  by 
Mr.  Wright ;  but  his  colleague, 
Mr.  Curfon,  being  very  much  in- 
difpofed,  was  indulged  with  the 
liberty  of  remaining  in  the  cullody 
of  Mr.  Mann,  the  meffenger. 
They  are  both  young  men,  about 
30  years  of  age,  Curfon  tall  and 
flender,  Gouverneur  about  five 
feet  eight  inches,  and  ftout  made. 
They  were  dreffed  plainly,  but  had 
the  entire  appearance  of  gentle- 
men, in  light  brown  cloaths  and 
Avhite  hats.  The  houfe,  of  v/hich 
they  were  the  heads,  was  deemed 
the  firfl  in  the  ifland  of  St.  Eufta- 
tius,  and  the  firm  of  the  partner- 
Ihip  was  eftimated  at  no  lefs  a 
fum  than  three  hundred  thoufand 
pounds. 

The  unfortunate  t)e  la  Motte 
was  burled  at  feven  o'clock  on  Fri- 
day evening,  in  the  church-yard 
of  St.  Pancras.  A  very  handfome 
plate  was  on  his  colfin,  which  ex- 
prelTed  his  age  to  be  55. 
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IVhltehalU  ^^"gtiji  7 ,    1 7 8 1 . 
ExtraB  of  a  letter  from  major-gene' 

ral  Fazighan  to  lord   George    Gcr- 

ma'in,  dated  Barbadoes,  June  1 6, 

I  7  'J  I .     Received  by    the  Chilkrs 
Jloop. 

My  Lord, 

On  the  loth  of  May  the  French 
fleet,  confifting  of  24.  fliips  of  the 
line  and  frigate?,  landed  troops  at 
St.  Lucia,  and  fummoned  Pigeon- 
Ifland  to  furrender;  but  upon 
viewing  theVigieand  Morne,  with 
the  other  parts  of  that  ifland  under 
military  government,  they  judged 
it  prudent  to  re-embark  their 
troopsj  and  qtiitted  St.  Lucia  very 
quickly. 

G.n  this  occafion  I  beg  leave  to 
obferve,  fcir  your  lordfliip's  kind 
reprefen ration  to  his  majelly,  the 
very  great  exertions  and  attention 
fnown  by  brigadier-genera!  St.  Le- 
ger,  who  commands  in  that  ifland, 
to  its  ftrength  and  fecurity,  and 
the  great  ardour  and  cheai-fulnefs 
with  which  the  troops  in  that  im- 
portant poft  have  executed  their 
duty  ;  and  permit  me,  my  lord,  to 
add,  that  1  conflder  myfelf  and  the 
fervicc  much  indebted  to  the  ala- 
crity and  aid  given  by  captain 
Robert  Linzee  and  captain  Rod- 
ney, and  the  other  officers  and  fea- 
men  of  his  majefiy's  f-igates,  poll- 
ed at  the  Vigie  and  Pigeon  lOand 
at  the  time  the  enemy  made  their 
landing. 

Nor  can  I  omit  taking  notice  of 
the  very  fpirited  and  meritorious 
part  of  the  merchants,  who  em- 
bodied themfeives  for  the  defence 
of  his  majelly's  ifland. 

On  this  expedition  of  the  enemy 

to  St.  Lucia,  the  only  lofs  on  our 

part,  that  I   have  heard,  is   a  few 

fick  men   of    the  46th   regiment, 

(F  2}  which. 
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which,    with    their   comforts    and 
nccellUrics,  they  carried  oft". 

Upon  the  27th,  hearing  that  a 
flying  fquadron  of  the  enemy  had 
appeared  near  Tobago,  fir  George 
Rodney  difpatched  rear-admiral 
Drake,  with  fix  fail  of  tlie  line  and 
fome  frigates,  in  which  I  had  the 
69th  regiment,  a  flank  company 
of  the  60th,  and  a  volunteer  com- 
pany under  the  command  of  bri- 
gadier-general Skeene,  to  fuccour 
and  relieve  that  illand.  On  the 
rear-admiral's  approach,  finding 
the  whole  French  fleet  had  invell- 
ed  the  ifland^  he  apprifed  fir  Geo. 
Rodney  of  it,  and  returned  with 
hisfquadron  to  form  a  junftion  with 
the  reft  of  the  fleet :  en  receiving 
this  information  the  2d  curt.  I  im- 
mediately embarked  with  admiral 
Rodney,  who  failed  on  the  3d, 
with  the  whole  fleet,  to  the  relief 
of  Tobago.  Arriving  en  the  4th 
near  the  iiland,  we  fent  on  Ihore  an 
officer  to  procure  the  necellary  in- 
telligence, and  guides  to  condud 
the  troops  to  relieve  the  garrifon. 
On  his  return  I  was  informed  that 
the  ifland  had  capitulated,  a  cir- 
cumflance  I  learned  with  concern. 

Admiralty-Office^   Augiijl  ^,    1781. 

Lieutenant  Rivett,  of  his  ma- 
jefty's  cutter  the  Surprize,  arrived 
here  this  afternoon,  with  a  letter 
from  vice-admiral  Parker  to  Mr. 
Stephens,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  copy  : 

Fortitude  atfea^  Jugvjl  6,   i  7  8 1 . 
S  I  R, 

Yefterday  morning  we  fell  in 
with  the  Dutch  fquadron,  with  a 
large  convoy,  on  the  Dogger  Bank. 
I  was  happy  to  find  I  had  the  wind 
of  them,  as  the  great  number  of 
their  large  frigates  might  otherwife 
have  endangered  my  convoy.  Hav- 
ing feparatcd  the  men  of  war  from 
the  mercnant  fhjps,  and  made  a 
fignal  to  the  iall  to  keep  their  wind. 


I  bore  away  with  a  general  fignal 
to  chafe,  i  he  enemy  formed  their 
line,  confiding  of  eight  two-deck- 
ed fliips,  on  the  flarboard  tack; 
cur's,  including  the  Dolphin,  con- 
firting  of  feven.  Not  a  gun  was 
fired  on  either  fide,  until  v.'tthin  the 
diftance  of  half  mufquet  Ihot.  The 
Fortitude  being  then  a-breaft  of 
the  Dutch  admiral,  the  aftion  be- 
gan and  continued,  with  an  un- 
ceafing  fire,  for  three  hours  and 
forty  minutes  :  by  this  time  our 
fliips  were  unmanageable.  I  made 
an  effort  to  form  the  line,  in  order 
to  renew  the  adlion,  but  found  it 
imprafticable.  The  Bienfaifant  had 
loft  his  main-top-maft,  and  the  Buf- 
falo his  fore-yard  ;  the  reft  of  the 
fliips  were  not  lefs  fliattered  in  their 
mails,  rigging  and  fails ;  the  ene- 
my appeared  to  be  in  as  bad  con- 
dition. Both  fquadrons  lay  to  a 
confiderable  time  near  each  other, 
when  the  Dutch,  with  their  con- 
voy, bore  away  for  the  7  exel  :  we 
were  not  in  a  condition  to  follow 
them. 

His  majefty's  officers  and  men 
behaved  with  great  bravery,  nor 
did  the  enemy  Ihov/  lefs  gallantry. 
The  Fortitude  was  extremely  well 
feconded  by  captain  Macartney  in 
the  Princels  Amelia,  but  he  was 
unfortunately  killed  early  in  the 
aftion  :  lieutenant  Hill  has  great 
merit  in  fo  well  fupporting  the 
ccnduft  of  his  brave  captain. 

As  there  was  great  probability 
of  our  coming  into  adtion  again, 
captain  Macbride  very  readily  ob- 
liged me  by  taking  the  command 
of  that  fliip  J  and  1  have  appointed 
Mr.  Waghorne,  my  tirft  lieutenant, 
to  the  command  of  the  Artois. 
This  gentleman  although  much 
hurt  in  the  aclion,  refufed  to  leave 
my  fide  while  it  lafted.  Captain 
Grsme,  of  the  Prellen,  has  loft 
an  arm. 

Enclofed 
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Enclofed  I  tranfmit  a  return  of 
the  killed  and  wounded,  and  an 
account  of  the  damages  fultained  by 
the  (hips. 

The  enemy's  force  was,  I  believe, 
much  fu  peri  or  to  what  their  lord- 
fhips  apprehended.  I  flatter  myfelf 
they  will  be  fatisfied  that  we  have 
done  all  that  was  pofTible  with 
our's. 

I  am  Sir,  your  moft  obedient, 
And  moll  humble  fervant, 
H.  PARKER. 

P.  S.  The  frigates  this  morning 
difcovered  one  of  the  Dutch  men  of 
war  funk  in  twenty-two  fathom  wa- 
ter; her  top-gallant  malts  were  above 
the  furface,  and  her  pendant  ftill 
flying,  which  capt.  Patton  has 
ftruck,  and  brought  to  me  on 
board.  I  believe  fhe  was  the  fecond 
ftiip  in  the  line  of  74  guns. 
A  return  of  the  killed  and  vjounded  in 
the  aHion  on  the  5  th  of  Augnjiy  1781. 

Nmnber  of  Men. 
Ships  name!,  kilh'd,      zvoundcd.       total. 

Fortitude,  20  67  87 

Bienfaifant,  6  21  27 

Berwick,  18  58  76 

Princefs  Amelia,  19  56  75 

Prellon,  10  40  50 

Buffalo,  20  64  F4 

Dolphin,  li  33  44 

104       339       443 

OFFICERS. 

Fortitude.  Lieutenants  Waghorne, 
Harrington,  Hinckley,  the  boat- 
fwain,  and  pilot,  wounded. 

Bienfaifant.     Gunner  wounded. 

Berwick.  Lieutenants  Skipfey  and 
Maxwell,  Captain  Campbell,  and 
lieutenant  Stewart,  of  marines, 
and  fix  raidfliipmen,  wounded  ; 
pilot  and  two  midlhipmen,  killed. 

Princefs  Amelia.  Captain  Macart- 
ney and  gunner,  killed  ;  lieute- 
nants Hiil,  Smith,  and  Legget, 
wounded. 


Prellon.     Capt.  Gra;me,  and  third 

lieutenant,  wounded. 
Buffalo.    Firll  lieutenant  and  boat- 

fwain,  wounded. 
Dolphin.  Lieutenant Dalby,  killed; 

boatlU'ain  wounded. 

N.  B.  Lieutenant  Rivett  relates, 
that  the  homeward  bound  trade 
from  the  Baltick,  confifling  of  up- 
wards of  100  fail,  proceeded  on 
their  way  to  England,  under  proper 
convoy,  before  the  aftion  began, 
and  may  be  hourly  expedted.  Ad- 
miral Parker's  fquadron,  at  the  time 
of  adlion,  confilted  of  the  under- 
mentioned (hips  and  frigates,  viz. 

Guns.     Ships.  Commanders. 

-     T7    ..•►  J  5  Vice-Ad. Parker 

74  Fortitude       •<  ^     .   d   u    .r 
'^  i  Capt.  Robertfon 

80  Princefs  Amelia  Macartney 

74  Berwick  Fergufon 

<)\  Bienfaifant  Braithwaite 

60  Buffalo  Trufcott 

50  Preflon  Grxme 

44  Dolphin  Blair 

40  Artois  M'Bride 

38  Latona  Sir  H.Parker 

36  Belle  Poule  Batton 

32  Cleopatra  Murray 

10  Surprize  (cutter)  Lient.  Rivett 

WlntehalU  Aug.  10,  1 7  8  r . 
Copy  of  a  letter  fro?n  Peter  Cbefter^ 
Efq.  late  Governor  of  Ifeji  Florida^ 
to  Lord  George  Ger?nain,  one  of  his 
Majeftys  principal  Secretaries  of 
State f  dated  Charles-To^vn^  July  2 , 
1781. 

My  Lord, 
I  had  not  an  opportunity,  before 
I  left  Penfacola,  of  writing  to  your 
lordlhip,  to  acquaint  you  of  the  en- 
tire furrender  of  Weft-Florida  to 
the  arms  of  Spain.  The  enemy  ap- 
peared the  9th  of  March,  and  in  a 
few  days  after  entered  the  harbour 
of  Penfacola.  The  whole  particulars 
of  the  fiege  I  muft  beg  leave  to  de- 
fer till  my  arrival  in  England, 
which  I  hope  will  be  foon,  as  I  (hall 
F  3  embrace 
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embrace  the  next  opportunity  of 
i'ail'mg,  either  in  the  flag  of  truce 
that  I  came  in  from  Penfacola, 
which  is  very  leaky,  and  muft  be 
repaired  before  fhe  can  proceed  to 
fea,  or  in  the  next  packet,  which 
ever  is  firft  ready.  We  were  obliged 
to  capitulate  the  8th  of  May; 
the  articles  v/ere  figned  the  9th. 
The  capitulation  v.'ould  not  have 
taken  place  fo  foon,  had  it  not  been 
from  a  very  fatal  accident  on  the 
morning  of  the  Mh,  by  having  our 
principal  advanced  work  blown  up 
by  a  Ihell  which  entered  the  maga- 
zine ;  many  lives  were  loft ;  the 
few  that  remained  unhurt  fpiked 
up  the  guns,  and  retreated  to  the 
fort.  General  Campbell  thinking 
(as  I  imagine)  that  the  reft  of  the 
works  v/ere  not  tenable  againft  fuch 
a  luperior  force,  with  fo  large  a  train 
of  artillery,  hoifted  the  white  flag, 
and  fent  one  of  his  aid-de-camps  to 
the  Spanifti  general  to  treat  upon 
terms  of  capitulation,  which  I  hope 
your  lordihip  will  think  are  as  fa- 
vourable as  could  be  obtained  in 
cur  diftrefied  fituation.  Gen.  Camp- 
bell, with  capt.in  Deans,  of  the 
navy,  are  fent  to  the  Havannah  ; 
and  major  of  brigade  Campbell  is 
ordered  to  New  Orleans,  The  reft 
of  the  prifoners.  of  war  are  gone  for 
New-Yo  k,  but  were  flrft  to  go  to 
the  Havannah  for  provifions. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

PETER  CHESTER. 

^xtraB  cf  a  letter  from  JLieutenant- 

Colonel   Balfour^    commandant    of 

ChcDki  I  oven    in   South  Carolina, 

to    Lord    George   Germain,     dated 

Charles-Town,  June  ij,  I  7.8 1 . 

After  the  advantage  gained   by 

lord  K'awdon,  on  the  25th  of  April, 

over  Gen.  Greene's  army,  of  which 

your  lordihip  was  informed  by  my 

4ifpatcJ>  of  jhe  ift  alt.  the  general 


ftate  of  this  province  rendering  i^ 
expedient  to  relincjuiOi  the  poft  at 
Camden,  lord  Ravvdon  therefore 
quitted  that  place,  after  ha,ving 
again  offered  battle  to  general 
Greene,  who,  fecured  in  a  ftrqng 
polition,  behind  Sawney  Creek, 
could  by  no  eitorts  be  induced  from 
it. 

On  the  corps  under  lord  Rawdon 
falling  back  towards  this  town,  the 
enemy,  by  detachments,  inverted 
the  pofts  at  Motte's-Houfe,  Conga- 
rees,  and  Augufta,  having  previ- 
oully  tuken  that  at  Wright's  Bluff, 
Thefe  pofts,  my  lord,  had  been 
eftabliihed.  for  controlling  the 
country,  and  preferving  its  com- 
munications. Unfortunately,  from 
the  fuperiority  of  the  enem.y,  and 
the  impolTibility  of  immediate  re-s 
lief,  as  affairs  v/ere  then  circum- 
ftanced,  thefe  garrifons  were  obliged 
to  furrender,  though  gallantly  de- 
fended :  however,  I  have  the  fatif- 
faftion,  to  inform  your  lordfhip, 
that  the  ftores  in  them  were  but  in- 
confiderable,  and  the  troops  have 
fince  been  exchanged,  under  a  car-; 
tel  which  has  lately  taken  place  be- 
tween lord  Cornvvallis  and  m-ijor-, 
general  Greene,  for  the  releaie  of 
all  prifoners  of  war  in  the  louthern 
dixftria. 

Having accomplifhed  thefe  fmaller 
purpofes,  general  Greene  combined 
his  force,  and  laid  clofe  fiege  to 
Ninety-fix,  the  mcft  commanding 
and  important  of  all  the  pofts  in  the 
back  country,  and  which  was  there- 
fore maintained  by  about  three 
hundred  and  fifty  men,  exc'iufivelyof 
militia,  and  put  under  the  charge 
of  lieutenant-colonel  Cruger,  an 
rible  and  zealous  ofScer. 

Thus  circumllanced  was  this 
province,    when    a.    reinforcement 
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arrived ;  and,  as  foon  as  the  ne- 
ceflury  arrangements  could  be 
made,  lord  Rawdon,  having  under 
him  a  corps  of  near  two  thoufand 
men,  proceeded  to  the  relief  of 
Ninety-fix  :  an  undertaking,  from 
the  unfavourablenefs  of  the  climate 
at  this  feafon,  which  your  lordHiip 
knows  muft  have  been  attended 
with  many  difficulties,  and  much 
fatigue  ;  but  which  the  zeal  and 
exertion  of  the  troops  enabled  them 
to  furmount. 

General  Greene,  on  finding  this 
corps  approaching  him,  took  the 
refolution  of  attempting  to  ftorm 
the  garrifon,  as  an  expedient  lefs 
dangerous  and  deciiive  than  com- 
ing to  adlion  with  lord  R.a\vdon. 
On  the  morning  of  the  19th  inlbint 
he  therefore  made  the  experiment ; 
but  by  the  gallantry  of  the  troops 
was  repulfed,  having,  as  acknow- 
ledged by  the  enemy,  at  leall:  feven- 
ty-five  killed,  and  one  hundred  and 
fifty  wounded.  On  this  cccafion, 
and  during  the  fiege,  our  lofs  v/as 
truly  inconfiderable,  though,  at 
prefent,  I  am  unable  to  fpecify 
to  your  lordlhip  the  particulars  of 
it. ' 

Thus  difappointed  in  his  views, 
general  Greene  the  enfulng  day, 
raifed  the  fiege,  and  retired  with 
his  army  behind  the  Saluda,  to  a 
ftrong  iltuation,  within  fixteen  miles 
of  Ninecy-fix,  at  which  poft  lord 
Rawdon  arrived  on  the  3 ill. 

The  efiential  fervice  done  by  the 
troops  under  colonel  Cruger,  in  his 
gallant  defence  of  the  poii,  which 
was  clofely  prefled  by  the  enemy, 
and  the  noble  fpirit  with  which  they 
repelled  the  alTault  of  all  Greene's 
army,  is  much  too  obvious  to  re- 
quire any  tribute  I  could  pay  to 
fpch  dillinguifhed  merit. 

Aug.  II.  This  day  an  account 
was  received  at  the  admiralty,  con- 


tained in  a  letter  -from  Sir  Samuel 
Hood  to  admiral  Rodney,  of  an 
engagement  between  the  fleet  un- 
der the  command  of  the  former, 
and  the  French  fleet  under  the 
command  of  Monfieur  de  GraHe, 
on  the  2Sth  of  April,  1781.  Ad- 
miral Hood's  fquadron  confliled  of 
eighteen  fliips  of  the  line,  and  the 
French  of  twenty-one.  It  was  a 
kind  of  drawn  battle,  no  fiiip  being 
taken  on  either  fide.  On  board  the 
EngliiU  fleet  36  were  killed,  and 
161  wounded. 

24.  On  the  20th  infl.  the  So- 
phia Albertina,  a  Swediih  man  of 
war  of  72  guns,  Johm  Guftaaf 
Schiold,  commander,  convoy  to  a 
fleet  of  feven  merchantmen  bound 
to  Cadiz,  was  wrecked  on  thcHaaks 
on  the  coaft  of  Holland,  and  of  5  54 
men,  of  whom  the  crew  confiiced, 
only  26  were  faved  on  pieces  of  the 
wreck. 

The  violence  of  the  florin  in 
which  this  fliip  perifned  was  irre- 
fiftible,  ~  and  feveral  Portuguefe 
fliips,  as  well  as  thofe  of  Holland 
and  other  nations,  which  happened 
to  be  on  the  coaft  at  the  fame  time, 
fliared  the  fame  fate. 

30.  Yefterday  a  young  grampus 
was  caught  in.  the  Thames  near 
London  bridge. 

SEPTEMBER. 
4  Yefterday  a  defperate  attempt 
was  made  by  che  prifoners  in  Nevv 
Prifon  Clerkenwell,  to  overpower 
the  keepers,  ar.d  to  make  their  ef- 
cape.  By  means  of  notching  knives 
one  againft  another,  they  had  made 
inftruments  with  which  they  had 
favved  off^  their  irons  ;  and  being 
furniihed  with  hangers  and  clubs, 
they  made  an  open  attack  upon 
the  turnkey,  wounded  him,  and 
v/ould  foon  have  difpatched  him, 
had  not  the  ferjean:  of  the  guards 
F  4  U^,;ii 
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that  attends  for  the  prote£lIon  of 
the  prifon  taken  the  alarm,  and  run 
to  h;s  affiftance  :  three  of  the  ring- 
leaders were  fhot  dead  upon  the 
fpot,  and  12  others  were  wounded 
before  the  infurgents  were  fubdued, 
wlio  have  been  fjnce  more  clofely 
coiiuned. 

Eajl  Ind'.aHoufe,  Sept.  17,  1781. 

By  accounts  received  over  land 
from  Bombay,  dated  the  3111  of 
March  and  30th  of  April,  1781,  the 
Ilafl  India  Company  are  informed, 
that  the  terms  offered  to  the  Ma- 
rattab  for  peace  had  not  been  ac- 
cepted : 

That  e\^ery  acquifition  propofed 
by  the  government  of  Bombay  to 
be  made  in  the  courfe  of  the  war 
having  been  accomplilhed,  they 
had  taken  meafures,  in  concert 
with  general  Goddard,  to  confine 
their  future  operations  to  a  mere 
plan  of  defence ;  to  the  fecurity 
and  prefervation  of  thofe  acqui- 
iitions,  and  of  the  company's  other 
pofleffions  J  to  the  fafety  of  Bom- 
bay ;  to  the  redudlion  of  their  ex- 
traordinary military  charges  ;  to 
rendering  affiftance,  fo  far  as  in  their 
power,  to  the  Prefidency  of  Fort 
St.  George;  for  which  purpofe  pre- 
parations was  making  to  fend  back 
3.11  the  troops  of  that  Prefidency  ; 
and  by  which  meafure  the  army 
under  general  Coote  would  be  con- 
fiderably  lltengthened. 

The  laft  advices  relative  to  the 
affairs  of  Fort  St.  George  are  alfo 
contained  in  the  above  letters  from 
Bombay  ;  and  confirm  accounts, 
that  the  French  fleet  left  the  ccalt 
of  Coromande]  in  February,  with- 
out landing  anyaffiftance  for  Hyder 
Ali,  or  doing  any  material  damage. 
The  pofition  of  general  Coote's  ar- 
my, and  his  having  burnt  all  the 
boats  at  Pondicherry,  prevented  the 
J-'reiich  from  getting  any  Aipply  ,of 


provifions  from  the  (hore,  for  which 
they  feemed  much  diilreffed. 

The  letter  of  the  3111  of  March 
Hates,  that  general  Coote  had  re- 
taken Carangoly,  and  the  enemy 
withdrawn  the  troops,  with  which 
for  many  weeks  they  had  been  be« 
fieging  Velore,  Permacoil,  and 
Wandiwafh  :  that  Hyder  was  alfo 
employed  in  removing  his  heavy 
cannon  and  ftores  from  Arcot  ;  but 
it  then  feemed  to  be  the  general 
opinion  he  would  not  withdraw 
his  army  without  hazarding  a  bat- 
tle. 

The  letter  of  the  30th  of  April 
ftates,  that  country  intelligence, 
coUedled  by  Mr.  Stewart  at  Goa, 
mentions  Hyder  having  quitted  the 
Carnatic. 

The  letter  of  the  30th  of  April 
concludes  with  an  account  of  colo- 
nel Camac  having  gained  a  very 
complete  vidlory  over  Mhadage 
Scindia.  The  colonel  had  been 
obliged  to  retreat,  and  was  haralTed 
for  four  days  together  by  a  very 
powerful  army.  After  the  fourth 
day's  retreat,  the  colonel  counter- 
marched a  detachment  from  his  ar- 
my in  the  night,  with  which  he  got 
in  the  rear  of  the  em'my,  and  at- 
tacked their  camp,  wi.ich  was  forced 
and  plundered,  and  two  guns,  four 
elephants,  and  a  large  booty  fell  in- 
to Ills  Ijaads.  Several  accounts 
concur,  that  the  enemy's  lofs  a- 
mouuted  to  ;"o:;o  men,  and  Scindia 
himfelf  efcaptd  with  difficulty  to 
Seronge,  attended  by  only  a  few 
horfemen. 

20.  Yellerday  the  feflions  ended 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  when  feven  pri- 
foners  u'cre  trie'd,  four  of  whom  were 
convifled  of  larceny,  and  three  ac- 
quitted. 

The  trials  being  ended,  22  capi- 
tal convicts  received  judgment  of 
death, 

27.  Yef- 
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2c.  Yellerday  there  was  a  quar- 
terly general  court  of  proprietors  of 
Eail  India  ftock,  at  their  houfe  in 
Leadenhall-ltreet,  purfuant  to  their 
charter  for  calling  quarterly  courts. 

As  foon  as  the  clerk  had  read 
over  the  minutes  of  the  laft  meet- 
ing, the  chairman  acquainted  the 
court  that  the  quarterly  accounts 
were  prepared  to  be  read  to  them, 
which  the  clerk  accordingly  read, 
and  which  ftated  all  the  feveral 
items  of  debtor  and  creditor  of  the 
company  from  the  ift  of  March  to 
the  ill  of  September,  1781  ;  when 
there  appeared  a  balance  in  favour 
of  the  company  of  above  700,000!. 
befides  nearly  as  much  more  in 
cafh,  which,  by  their  late  agree- 
ment with  government,  was  to  be 
referved  in  the  hands  of  the  com- 
pany for  extraordinary  exigencies. 

OCTOBER. 

10.  Laft  right  a  dreadful  fire 
broke  out  at  Mr.  Ballard's,  hatter, 
near  the  New  Church  in  the  Strand, 
which  burnt  with  the  greateft  fury, 
and  fpeedily  communicated  to  feve- 
ral other  houfes  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, which,  confifting  for  the  moft 
part  of  lath,  plaifter,  and  timber, 
i'pread  to  Holywell-ilreet,  and  burnt 
on,  through  the  Five-Bells  tavern, 
up  to  Wych-ftreet.  Notwithftand- 
ing  the  moll  indefatigable  labour  of 
feveral  engines,  and  a  great  num- 
ber of  very  aftive  firemen,  upwards 
of  30  houfes  were  burnt.  The  iron- 
railing  of  the  New  Church  in  the 
Strand  was  broken  down  in  feveral 
places  by  the  fall  of  two  of  the 
houfes. 

15.  This  day  capt.  Duncan,  of 
his  majefly's  frigate  Medea,  arrived 
at  the  Admiralty- office,  from  North- 
America,  with  an  account  of  an 
fti"tion   between  the    Er.glilh   fleet 


under  the  command  of  rear-admiral 
Graves,  and  the  French  fleet  under 
Monf,  du  Barras,  off  Cape  Henry, 
on  the  6th  of  September,  in  which 
the  Terrible,  an  Englifh  man  of  war 
of  74  guns,  was  fo  much  damaged, 
that  it  was  found  necellary  to  dellroy 
her  The  Englifli  had  90  men  killed 
in  the  aftion,  and  246  wounded. 
The  Englifh  fleet  retired  to  New- 
York,  and  the  French  fleet  anchored, 
in  the  Chefapeak. 

St.  James's,  OB.  15,  1 78 1. 

Capt.  Home,  late  captain  of  his 
majefly's  fhip  Romney,  difpatchcd. 
from  commodore  Johnflone  in  the 
Lark  floop,  arrived  at  the  earl 
of  Hillfljorough's  office,  yeilerday 
morning,  with  difpatches  from  the 
commodore,  dated  the  2 1  ft  of  A u- 
guft  laft,  of  which  the  following  is 
an  extradl : 

On  the  1 2th  of  June  we  were  ia 
the  latitude  of  26  :  9  S.  and  longi- 
tude 20  :  24  deg.  W.  and  here  I 
detached  the  Jafon,  Active,  Rat- 
tlefnake,  and  Lark,  to  precede  the 
fleet,  in  order  to  gain  intelligence. 

On  the  gth  of  July  in  the  even- 
ing, being  in  the  rendezvous  given 
to  the  above-named  (hips,  they 
joined  us,  together  with  the  prize 
Heldwoltemade,  aDutch  Eaft-India 
fhip,  lately  commanded  by  captaia 
Vrolyk,  bound  to  Ceylon,  laden 
with  ftores  and  provifions,  and  a- 
bou.t  forty  thoufand  pounds  in  bul- 
lion. 

Tnis  prize,  Heldwoltemade,  had 
come  laft  from  Saldanha  bay  ;  llie 
failed  the  28th  of  June  :  fhe  Ilrack 
to  the  Aftive  on  the  ift  of  July. 

From  Capt.  Pigot  I  received  a 
body  of  intelligence,  digefted  by 
lieutenant  d'Auvergne,  a  very  pro- 
mifing  young  officer  ;  it  contained, 
as  vour  lordlhip  will  obferve,  a  cer- 
tain account,  that  Monf.  SufFrein 
had  arrived  in  Falfc  Bay,  on  the  21ft 
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of  June,  with  his  five  fliips  of  the 
line,  and  the  greateft  part  of  his 
tranfports,  and  that  there  were  five 
Dutch  Eaft-lndia  Ihips  at   anchor 
in   the  bay  of  Saldanha  :  I  there- 
fore refolved   to  enter  that  bay ;  I 
fleered  to  the  north  of  the  harbour 
towards  St.  Martin's  Point,  other- 
wife  called  the  bay  of  St.  Helen's. 
I  took  the  charge  of  pilotage  on 
myfelf,  and  ran  in  Ihore  under  co- 
ver of  the  night,  judging  my  di- 
ftance  by  the  lead  ;  the  weather  was 
very  foggy,  and  continued  (o  till 
the  morning  of  the  21ft  of  July  ; 
the   wind   was   at   north-eafc.     At 
eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  we 
had  a  clear  fight  of  the  land,  di- 
llance  about  four  miles,  and  bore 
up   for  Saldanha  Bay.     We  were 
forced  to  turn  by  traverfes  into  the 
bay ;  neverthelcfs  our  arrival  was 
fo  unexpeiled,  and  our  movements 
fo  rapid,  by  carrying  every  fail  we 
could  bear,  that  the  Dutch  had  juft 
time   to  cut  their  cables,  to  loofe 
their   fore- top -fails,     which    were 
kept  bent  for  this  purpofe,  and  to 
run   their    fhips  on  fliore,  and  fet 
them  on  fire,  as  the  Romney  dropt 
anchor  ;  but  our  boats  boarded  them 
fo  quickly,  and  our  people  behaved 
fo  gallantly,  that  the  flames  in  all 
of  them   were    foon    extinguiflicd, 
except   in   the    Middleburg  ;    Ihe 
burnt  with  incredible   fury,    and, 
becoming   light  as   fiie  confumcd, 
ihe  got  a- float  when  her  mails  tum- 
bled,   and   had  nearly   drifted   on 
board    two   of  the   other   prizes  : 
however,    by   an    exertion    of   the 
boats   of    the    fquadron,    flie    was 
towed  off,  ftern  foremoft,  in  which 
the  general  in  perfon  aflilted.    The 
boats  had  not  left  the  Middleburg 
ten  minutes  when  fiie^blew  up  ciofe 
by  the  fouth  point  of  Hotties  Bay. 

At  this  time  alio  a  boat  was  feen 
rowing  to  our  Ihi]:^,  filled  wi:h  people 


in  the  eaftern  garb,  making  hum- 
ble figns  of  fubmifiion  :  they  prov- 
ed to  be  the  kings  of  Ternate  and 
Tidore,  with  the  princes  of  their 
refpedtive  families,  whom  the  Dutch 
Eaft-lndia  company  had  long  con- 
fined on  Ifle  Robin,  with  different 
malefaftors,  but  had  lately  removed 
them  from  that  ifland  to  Saldanha, 

Before  midnight  we  had  got  all 
the  prizes  afloat,  and  next  day  we 
got  them  rigged  and  ready  for  fea, 
having  got  the  principal  fails  from 
the  hooker,  which  lay  concealed 
under  Schapin  Ifland,  where  the 
fails  had  been  lodged,  in  hopes  we 
never  fliould  have  difcovered  them. 

This  hooker  had  been  feized  by 
the  Rattlefnake  in  furprize,  accord- 
ing to  my  order  in  the  difpofition 
of  attack. 

The  names  of  the  prizes  are  : 

Guns.  Tons. 
The    Dankbaarheyt,    captain  \ 

Steetfel,  from  Bengal,  p^ 

The  Paerl,    captain   Plokkel,  1  . 

trom  China,       —      —        J 

The  Hoocoop,  captahi  Laud,  1 

r    ^  J-..  I '      r  '  I.  JO     1000 

from  ditto,  J 

The  Hoogcarfpel,  captain  Har-  1    ^     ^  ^^^ 
meyer,  from  ditto,  j 

The  Middleburg,  captain  Van  5 

Geunip,  which  was  burnt,  v  24     iic» 
came  alfo  from  China,         j 

There  were  alfo  two  large  hook- 
ers, which  I  could  not  convenient- 
ly bring  away  ;  and,  to  avoid  leav- 
ing any  marks  of  barbarity  towards 
a  fettlement  where  our  wants  had 
been  fo  often  relieved,  I  would  not 
permit  them  to  be  burnt  or  de- 
Itroyed. 

16.  Pragtic,  Aug.  29.  Ten  days 
ago  this  city  was  vifited  by  the  moft 
dreadful  ftorm  in  the  memory  of 
the  oldeft  inhabitant.  Incefiant 
peals  of  thunder,  accompanied  by 
a  heavy  Ihower  of  hail,  occafioned 
very  confiderable  damage,  feveral 
houfes  having   been  confumed  ''K>y 
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the  city,  whilft  the  country  round 
about  was  laid  under  water  by  the 
rain,  which  larted  about  five  hours, 
dedroyed  fix  houfes,  and  carried 
off  men,  cattle,  and  three  bridges ; 
and  the  wacer,  being  at  lall;  drained 
off,  above  2  o  dead  bodies  were 
found  in  and  about  the  deltroyed 
vilJages. 

Aiiother  ftorm,  no  lefs  tremend- 
ous aitd  dellrudlive,  has  laid  wafte 
feveral  villages  in  Hungaria,  efpe- 
cially  that  of  Szeno  Gratz,  where 
above  80  houfes  were  deftroyed  by 
lightning. 

18.  This  morning  the  follow 
ing  maiefadors  were  conveyed  from 
Newgate  to  I  y burn,  and  executed 
there  puriuant  to  their  fentence, 
viz.  Elizabeth  Hatchet,  Jane  Ful- 
ler, and  Mary  Bond,  for  highway 
robberies,  in  the  firll  cart  ;  Henry 
Jones,  John  Buliiley,  and  Thomas 
Shenton,  for  highway  robberies,  in 
the  fecond  cart ;  Francis  Waters, 
James,  alias  IVIouldy  Cloak,  and 
John  White,  for  highway  robberies, 
in  the  third  cart  ;  John  Stewart, 
and  Charles  Atkins,  for  the  like 
offence,  in  the  fourth  cart  ;  and 
John  Burrows,  for  colouring  bafe 
metal,  fo  as  to  refemble  Ihillings 
and  fix-pences,  on  a  fledge  ;  John 
Shepherd,  for  forgery,  was  indulg- 
ed with  a  mourning  coach,  and  was 
reprieved  juft  as  the  executioner 
wag  about  to  tie  the  rope  round  his 
neck. 

23.  Yefterday  the  feffions  ended 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  when  feven  con- 
vidts  received  fentence  of  death. 

27.  On  Thurfday  laH  a  very 
alarming  fire  broke  out  at  Fal- 
mouth, by  which  25  families  were 
in  a  few  hours  reduced  to  the 
greatell  diflrefs.  It  began  in  a 
ilable,  in  which  five  horfes  were 
burnt  to  death, 

3g.  On  the  22d  inil.  the  young 


Dauphin  of  France  was  baptized 
by  the  name  of  Louis  Jofeph  Xa- 
vier  Francois.  The  fponfors  were 
the  emperor  and  the  princefs  of 
Piedmont,  reprefented  by  the  Count 
de  Provence,  and  Madame  Eliza- 
beth. 

31.  Yefterday  the  commillion  for 
holding  the  Admiralty  feflions  at 
the  Old  Bailey,  was  opened  and 
read,  and  William  Payne  and  Wil- 
liam Strange,  were  put  upon  their 
trial  for  piracy,  being,  as  it  was 
fuppofed,  born  in  England,  and 
found  in  arms  againft  their  country  ; 
and  the  fa6l  being  proved  againft 
Payne,  he  was  found  guilty,  but 
Strange  was  acquitted  for  want  of 
evidence.— Bills  were,  the  fame  day, 
found  againft  Luke  Ryan  and  John 
Coppinger,^  for  the  like  offence, 
but  their  trials  were  put  off". 

James  Sweetman  and  Matthew- 
Knight,  were  likewife  tried  for 
fighting  againft  their  country.  They 
pleaded  that  they  were  compelled 
to  enter,  by  the  owners  of  a  Dun- 
kirk privateer,  to  whom  they  were 
indebted  for  large  fums  of  money. 
They  were,  however,  both  found 
guilty. 

NOVEMBER. 

3.  Yefterday,  fix  prifoners  were 
tried  at  the  Admiralty  SelJions  in 
the  Old  Bailey;  George  Hunter, 
late  captain,  and  William  Townf- 
end,  firft  lieutenant  of  the  Rover 
privateer,  were  tried  for  robbin"- 
the  Vidoria,  a  Venetian  merchant'- 
fhip,  en  the  High  Seas,  about  fe- 
venty  leagues  from  Cape  St.  Vin- 
cent, of  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
goods.  They  were  both  acquitted  : 
but  were  afterwards  both  tried  for 
the  murder  of  Girardo  Silveftrini, 
the  fnafter  of  the  faid  Venetian 
ihip,  who  was  killed  by  a  ihot  from 

the 
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the  privateer  as  fhe  was  making  fail 
from  tliem,  after  having  been  de- 
tained by  the  privateer  for  feveral 
hours.  William  Townfend  was 
found  guilty  of  the  murder,  and 
received  fentence  to  be  executed, 
and  his  body  to  be  afterwards  dif- 
fefted. 

4.  On  the  I  ft  inft  an  exprefs  ar- 
rived from  Briitol,  with  advice  of 
the  Vigilant  packet,  capt.  Drake, 
being  arrived  there  from  Jamaica, 
which  place  (lie  left  the  6th  of  Sep- 
tember. She  brings  intelligence 
of  the  homeward-bound  fleet  fail- 
ing from  Port-Royal  on  the  20th, 
2 1  It,  and  2  2d  of  Augull,  in  three 
divifions,  under  the  convoy  of  the 
following  Ihips  :  Princefs  Royal  of 
9c  guns  ;  Albion,  Torbay,  and  Ra- 
milies,  of  74  ;  Ruby  and  Prince 
William,  of  64  ;  and  Janus  of  44 
guns,  with  feveral  frigates. 

The  above  packet  brings  the  fol- 
lowing relation  of  another  violent 
hurricane,  which  came  on  there  on 
the  hrll  of  Augalt  laft,  from  the 
fouthward,  but  loon  after  veered  to 
different  points  of  the  compafs  : 
before  nine  it  increafed  to  a  per- 
feft  hurricane,  and  continued  to 
rage,  with  unabating  fury,  till  near 
eleven,  great  part  of  the  time  blow- 
ing from  the  S.  E.  accompanied  by 
a  heavy  and  inceflant  rain  ;  nor  did 
the  fury  of  the  itorm  altogether  fuh- 
fide  till  about  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  The  diilreffed  fituation 
of  the  fhipping  in  the  harbour  may 
be  better  conceived  than  defcribed : 
73  fail  of  veffels,  including  floops, 
ichooners,  and  ihallops,  v!.ere  on 
'  Ihore  between  RufTel's  hulks  and 
the  wharf  of  John  Vernon,  £fq. 
and  00.  and  feveral  otners  to  the 
wcilward  of  the  town,  but  being 
moflly  light  veffels,  the  greateit 
part  of-  them  either  have  been,  or 
will  be  got  off,  though  not  wlth- 
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out  confiderable  damage.  The  wa- 
ter in  the  harbour  is  fuppofed  to 
have  rifen  between  four  and  five 
feet  perpendicular,  the  plankings 
of  the  wharfs,  in  general,  being 
torn  up,  and  many  heavy  articles 
that  were  upon  them  entirely  car- 
ried away  ;  of  Mefl".  Law  and  Har- 
greave's  wharf,  fcarcely  the  veftiges 
remain.  The  greatell  part  of  the 
returned  fleet  being  at  Port-Royal, 
the  account  from  thence  is  ilill 
more  deplorable  ;  two  loaded  lliips 
being  euher  funk  or  overfet,  and 
24  run  afhore  between  Salt-ponds 
and  Mufquito  point. 

Many  houfes  and  piazzas  in  this 
town  were  blown  down,  and  two 
negroes  found  drowned  in  the 
ftreets,  in  which  torrents  of  water 
for  feveral  hours  ran  down  with 
great  rapidity. 

His  majeily's  fliip  Pelican  was 
driven  upon  Morant  key,  and  fup- 
pofed to  be  totally  loll  ;  the  fliip's 
company,  excepting  four,  were  pro- 
videntially faved ;  fhe  parted  with 
the  Comet  packet  to  the  north- 
ward of  the  NavaflTa  the  preceding 
day. 

His  majefty's  fiilp  Southampton, 
after  having  had  an  engagement 
with  a  French  frigate  off  Cape 
Fran9ois,  was,  by  the  late  ftorm, 
difmafted,  and  driven  to  Wreck 
Riff,  to  the  leeward  of  Port  Royal, 
where  fhe  now  remains  ;  the 
Vaughan,  and  feveral  other  vef- 
fels, are  gone  to  her  affiflance. 

The  ftorm  very  unfortunately 
proves  tohave  been  general  through- 
out the  ifland,  though  not  equally 
violent :  inWeftmoreland, St.  Ann's, 
and  St.  Mary's,  the  canes  have  re- 
ceived confiderable  damage,  and 
the  plantane  v;alks,  which  were 
expofed  to  the  fbuth-eaft,  have 
almoftuniverfally  been  blown  down, 
from  which  it  is  evident  the  wind 
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raged  with  the  greateft  fury  from 
that  point  of  the  compafs. 

JVhitchall,   No-v.e,   1 78 1. 
Lieutenant- coloneJ  Conway,  who 
failed  from   New-Yorl^   the 'i  ft  of 
la/l  month,  in  the  Duke  of  Cum- 
berland packet,  arrived  at  this  of- 
fice on  the  evening  of  the  3d  curt, 
with    difpatches    from    Sir   Henrv 
Clinton,   to  the  right  honourable 
lord  George  Germain,  one  of  his 
majefty's   principal    fecretaries    of 
itate,  of  which  the   following  are 
extracts  : 

Ejrtraa  of  a   Letter  from  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  to  lord  George  Germain, 
dated    NeivTori,    September     7 
1781.  ^  '' 

In  my  difpatch  of  the  20th  of 
Auguft,  I  had  the  honour  to  in- 
form your  lordfliip,  that  general 
Wafhington  had  fuddenly  quitted 
his  camp  at  White-Plains  ;  I  have 
now  that  of  communicating  to  you 
his  fubfequent  movements. 

He   pafled   the    Groton  on    the 
i9tli  ult.  taking  a  llaiion  within  a 
few  miles  of  it.     On   the  23d  and 
2^th,    he  crofl-ed   the  north  river, 
and,  by  thepolition  he  took,  feem- 
ed  to  threaten  Staten  Ifland,  until 
the  29th,  when  he  fuddenly  moved 
towards  the  Delaware.     At  iir/t  I 
judged  this  to  be  a  feint ;  but  find- 
ing  that  he  pafled  that  river  with 
ome  of  his  avant  guard,  and  pub- 
licly   talked    of    the     Comte     de 
Graffe  s   being  every  moment  ex- 
peded  in  the  Chefapeak  to  co-ope- 
rate with  him,  I  immediately  en- 
deavoured, both  by  land  and  wa- 
ter   to  communicate  my  fufpicions 
to  lord    Cornwallis;    at  the  fame 
time  aflunng  his  lordlhip,  that  I 
would  either  reinforce  him    by  e- 
very  pofiible  means  in  my  power 
or  make  the  belt  diver/ion  1  could 
in  his  favour. 

As   rear-admiral    Graves  failed 
Ironi  hence  with  hii  own  and  Sir 
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Samuel  Hood's  fquadron,  the.ift 
"It  in  confequence  of  the  intel- 
Df"/%n^'^^''^^  refpedinj.  the 
Rhode  Ifland   fleet,  af  mentioned 

toyour  ordlh,pin  my  laft  difpatch; 
and  as  lord  Cornwallis,  in  his  let! 
ters   ofthe   31ft   ,J,.   and  2d  curt 
which  I  received  on  the  4rh    and 
yeiterday,    informs   me,    tha't    the 
Count  de  GralTe  was  in  the  Che 
fapeak   with   a  confiderable  arma 
meiu,  I   am  in  hourly  expedation 
of  neanng  that  rear-admiral  Graves 
has   either  intercepted  Barras,    or 
attacked   the  fleet  in    the   bay    or 
perhaps  both      In   the  meantime 

Kur'^^n'^'^  4000  troops,  with 
vvhich  I  fhallinftantly  proceed  my- 
Telf  to  relieve  lord  Cornwallis,  L 
foon  as  I  know  the  pafl-age  to  him 
IS  open. 

E^rtraa  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Herry 
Chnton  to  lord  George  Germain, 
^l^^^e~rv^rori,Se/>t.26,i78x/ 
The   day  after  I  had  clofed  my 

difpatch    of   the    12th  curt.   I  re 

dated  the  9th,   to  inform  me  that 
the  enemy  bemg  abfolutelv  mailers 
of  the   navigation    of   the    Chcfa 
peak,   tnere  was  little  probability 
of  any  thing  getting  into  York  Ri- 
ver but   by   niohf    -,„,}  o.,  •   r    • 
y\nr  ^         •'r    '',   '     ""  ^"  infinite 
nik  to  any  fupphes  fent  by  water  - 
at  the  fame  time  acquainting  me' 
that  he  .had   on    the  ^h  a  pl^A 
ac'tion  with  the  French  fleet  of  24. 
fail  of  the  line,  and   that  the  twj 
fleets   had    been  m    fight    of  each 
other  ever  fince;   which   makina  it 
inexpedient  to  lend   olf  the   rdn 
forcement  immediately,  under  fuch 
dangerous  circumllances,  I  thought 

n  right  to  call  a  council  of  the  fe. 
neral_  officers  on  the  fubiea,  wlio 
unanimoufly  concurred  with  me  in 
opinion,  that  it  was  moft  advife- 
abie  to  wait  until  more  favoura^^le 
accounts  from  rear-admiral  Graves 
or  the  arrival  of  admiral  Digby^ 

ren- 
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rendering  the  Hilling  of  the  rein- 
forement  lefs  hazardous  :  but  our 
fleet  having  arrived  at  the  Hook 
on  the  jgtli,  a  council  of  war, 
compofed  of  the  flag  and  general 
ofHcers,  was  afiembled  as  foon  as 
poffible,  the  minutes  of  which  will 
inform  your  lordfliip  that  the  exer- 
tions of  both  fleet  and  army  fhall 
be  made  to  form  a  junftion  with 
the  fquadron  and  army  in  Virginia. 
Rear-admiral  Digby  arrived  off  the 
Hook  the  24th. 

19.  On  Saturday  laft,  William 
Townfliend,  late  lieutenant  of  the 
Rover  privateer  of  Brlftol,  was  ex- 
ecuted at  Execution  Dock  for   the 
wilful    murder  of    capt.    Giralmo 
Silveftini,  of  the  Viftoria,  a  Ve- 
netian flilp,  by  ordering  a  gun  to 
be  fired  into  the  vefibl,  which  kill- 
ed the  captain.     He  acknowledged 
the  gun  to   be  fired  by   his  oroer, 
but  without  the  leaft  intention   to 
kill  any  body.     He  behaved  with 
oreat  penitence. 

*  Hague,  No-j.  24.  The  empe- 
ror's acceffion  to  the  armed  neutra- 
lity was  figned  at  Peterfburgh  the 
^ift  of  Oaober  by  the  mlnifter 
plenipotentiary  ofhls  imperial  and 
royal  npoftolic  majefty. 

DECEMBER. 

4.  This  day  William  Payne, 
]ames  Svveetman,  and  Matthew 
knight,  were  caried  In  a  cart  from 
Newgate,  and  hanged  at  Execu- 
ricn-Dock,  for  robberies  and  pira- 
cies committed  by  them  on  the  high 
ieas. 

St.  James's,  Dec.  4.  By  letters 
from  the  hon.  lieutenant-general 
Murray,  dated  St.  Philip's  Caftle, 
the  I2th  and  13th  of  November, 
information  is  received,  that  the 
iluke  de  Crillon  took  poft  at  Cape 
Mole  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  put  It 


in    the  power   of   the   garrlfon  to 
chace   him  from    thence :  and  al- 
though his  whole  army  advanced  to 
dlflodge  the  troops,  they  were  able 
to   maintain    their     ground;    and 
when  the   enemy  faw  their  difpofi- 
tlon,  they   were  contented  not  to 
attack   them.,  fo   that  they  retired 
quietly  into  the  fort,  with  100  prl- 
foners.  Including   a  lieutenant-co- 
lonel,   three    captains,    and     five 
fubrdtern  officers,  having   fufFered 
no  other  lofs  than  one  man  killed 
upon  the  fpot,  and  two  who  are  fince 
dead  of  their  wounds  ; — that   the 
enemy   opened  their  mortar  batte- 
ries on  the  nth  of  November,  and 
on    the    13th  had  not   damaged  a 
Angle  article,  one  carriage  of  a  fix 
pounder  excepted  -.—that  the  ene- 
my's   powder    magazine,     behind 
Turk's  Mount,  had  been  blown  up 
by  one  of  the  Hiells  from  the  caftle, 
by  which  the  mortar  battery  of  the 
enemy  was  deftroyed  ;  and  it   was 
prefumed,    tha\:  their  lofs  of  men 
muft  be  confiderable,  as   a  great 
many  were  blown  up,  and  a   great 
number  of  fliells  burft  at  the  lam.e 
time  :  and  that  the  artillery  of  the 
caftle,    which    Is   excellent,     had 
fometlme  before  funk,  at  the  quay 
of    George-Town    a   veftel   laden 
with  ammunition  and  ftores  for  the 
enemy's  batteries,  which  muft  be  a 
o-reat  lofs  and  retardment  to  them, 
'^    II.  Yefterday  the  feffions  at  the 
Old  Bailey,  which  began  on  WVd- 
nefday  the  5th,  ended,  when  Geo. 
Townfliend,     for     horfe-fteahng ; 
Hannah    Brown,  for  robbing    the 
houfe   where  ftie  was  fervant,    ot 
laces  and  other  effect  to  a  coniide- 
rable  amount  ;  and  Charles  Pratt, 
for  a  highway  robbery,    received 
fentence  of  death.     At  this  feffions 
Mr.  William  Moore  was  tried  tor 
publlftilng   a   certain    inflammato- 
ry paper,    intituled  '  England  ni 
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Blood,'  and  recommending  a  cer- 
tain paper  then  (horcly  to  be  print- 
ed, intitled  '  The  Thunderer,' 
tending  to  inflame  his  majelty's 
fubjefts  againft  the  peace  and  good 
government  of  the  kingdom,  and 
difperfed  on  the  memorable  night 
of  the  6th  of  June,  when  the  rio- 
ters were  proceeding  to  deftroy  the 
gaol  of  Mewgate,  and  fined  5s.  and 
fentenced  to  fuiFer  twelve  months 
imprifonment  in   Newgate. 

19.  Yefterday  difpatches  arrived 
from  rear-admiral  Kempenfelt,  in- 
forming the  lords  of  the  admiralty, 
that  he  had  met  with  a  large  French 
fleet,  confifting.of  nineteeea  fhips 
of  the  line,  befides  frigates,  and 
having  a  number  of  veffels,  laden 
with  troops  and  ftores,  under  their 
convoy,  on  the  12th  of  December, 
Ulhant  then  bearing  north  61  eaft, 
diftant  35  leagues.  The  Englilh 
fleet,  confifting  only  of  1 2  fail  of 
the  line  and  fome  frigates,  admiral 
Kempenfelt  did  not  think  it  ad- 
vifeable  to  hazard  an  adlion,  but 
took  fourteen  of  the  French  tranf- 
ports,  laden  with  artillery  and 
ordnance  ftores,  and  which  had  on 
board  upwards  of  1000  troops. 

Eaft-India  Tioufe,  Dec.   17. 

Yefterday  the  following  advices 
were    received  over  land  from  the 
Eaft-Indies : 
Extradl  of  a  letter  from  the  chief  and 

faSlors  at  Anjengo,  to  the  Court  of 

DireSlors  of  the  Kajl-hidia   Coni' 

panyy     dated    the    6th    of    Aug. 

1781. 

"  This  morning  the  Star  Cruifer, 
from  Bombay,  having  called  here 
on  her  way  to  Bafforah,  we  embrace 
the  opportunity  of  communicating 
to  your  honours  the  pleafing  intel- 
ligence of  Sir  Eyre  Coote  having 
entirely  defeated  the  army  of  Hy- 
der  Ali  Cawn,  in  a  general  en- 
gagement between  Porto  Novo  and 


MooteapoUam,  on  the  ift  day  of 
laft  month,  the  particulars  of  which 
your  honours  will  be  fully  inform- 
ed of  by  the  accompanying  extract 
of  a  letter  from  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  to 
colonel  Braithwaite,  at  Tanjore, 
dated  the  6th  ult. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Eyre  Coote, 
to  colonel  Bratth-zvaitc,  dated  the 
bth  of  July^  1781,  rf erred  to  in 
the  above  letter. 

"  The  3d  curt.  I  had  the  plea- 
fure  to  acquaint  you  of  the  fuccefs 
of  our  little  army  in  a  general  ac- 
tion on  the  ift  curt,  with  Hyder 
Ali,  between  Porto  Novo  and 
Mooteapollam  :  it  lafted  eight 
hours,  and  was  a  hard  fought  day 
on  both  fides.  The  enemy's  force 
confifted  of  twenty-five  battalions 
of  infantry,  400  Europeans,  from 
40  to  50,000  horfe,  and  above 
100,'' 00  matchlock  men,  Peons, 
and  Polygars,  with  47  pieces  of 
cannon,  well  ferved.  Our  fecond 
line  having  occupied  fome  heights, 
by  which  our  rear  was  fccured,  I 
advanced  with  the  firft  towards  the 
enemy's  guns,  many  of  which,  had 
we  had  a  body  of  cavalry,  muft 
have  fallen  into  our  hands.  They 
made  repeated  attempts  to  force  us 
with  their  horfe,  and  kept  up  a. 
brifk  cannonade,  which  for  a  long 
time  our  heavy  fire  could  not  filence. 
Yielding  at  length  to  the  fteadinefs, 
fpirit,  and  bravery  of  our  compa- 
ratively fmaii  number  of  troops, 
they  retreated  precipitately,  and  - 
left  us  mafters  of  the  field.  Meer 
Saib  received  a  mortal  v/ound  ;  and 
among  4000  killed  are  many  of 
the  principal  officers.  On  our  fide 
we  1oi"l  very  few  officers,  and  only 
three  or  four  hundred  killed  and 
wounded.  You  v/ili  be  pleafed  to 
communicate  this  fortunate  event 
to  all  the  fouthern  garrifons." 

£.^tra^ 
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ExtraSi  of  a  letter  from  the  SekH 
Committee  at  Bombay y  dated  Ju- 
ly 28,    1781. 

*'  We  have  given  orders  for  dif- 
pofleffing  the  Dutch  of  their  fafto- 
ries  at  Broach  in  Surar.  We  have 
had  advice  of  the  latter  being  ef- 
fedted,  and  have  reafou  to  believe 
a  confiderable  property  will  be 
found  belonging  to  the  Dutch  Eaft- 
India  Company,  which  fnall  be 
fecured  for  the  benefit  of  the  Eng- 
liOa  Eaft-India  Company." 

Whitehall,  December  18,  178 1. 
ExtraSi  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  to  the  right  ho?i.  lord  Geo. 
Germain,  one  of  his  fnajefy's prin- 
cipal fecretaries  of  fate  ;  recei'ved, 
on  the  I  tth  ijifant,  by  lord  Dai- 
ry mple,  vjho  arrived  in  the  Sivalloiv 
packet,  nvhich  left  Nezv-Tork  the 
I'jth  of  November, 

Ne-iv-Tork,  Nov.   1 3,    1781. 
My  Lord, 
In  my  lall   difpatch  I  had   the 
honour  to   acquaint  your  lordfhip 
with  my  fears  refpecling  the  fate  of 
the  army  in  Virginia. 

It  now  gives  me  the  deepeft  con- 
cern to  inform  you  that  they  were 
too  well  founded,  as  your  lordfliip 
will  perceive  by  lord  Cornwallis's 
letter  to  me  of  the  20th  ult.  a  copy 
of  which,  and  the  papers  accom- 
panying it,  being  inclofed  for  your 
information. 

Had  it  been  pofiible  for  the  fleet 
to  have  failed  from  hence  at  the 
lime  it  was  firft  imagined  they 
would  have  been  able  to  do,  I  have 
not  the  leail  doubt  that  lord  Corn- 
wallis  would  have  been  relieved, 
by  the  joint  exertions  of  the  navy 
and  army  ;  and  1  therefore  cannot 
fufficiently  lament  that  they  could 
not  have  been  made  fooner. 

Your  lordrtiip  will  be  informed 
by  lord  Cornxwiilis's  letter  to  me  (a 
copy   of   which   accoiiipanies    the 


difpatch)  of  the  force  that  was  op- 
pofed  to  his  lurdfhip  in  Virginia  j 
befides  which,  by  rebel  accounts, 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  inclofe 
for  your  lordlhip's  information, 
general  Greene  feems  ftill  to  have 
an  army  afting  in  that  quarter ; 
and  there  are  at  this  inllant  above 
3000  continental  troops  at  Weil- 
Point  and  its  vicinity. 

My  difpatches  will  be  delivered 
to  your  lordlhip  by  lord  Dalrymple : 
and  I  cannot  part  with  his  lordlliip 
without  teflifying  to  you  the  high 
opinion  I  have  of  his  merit,  and 
my  entire  approbation  of  his  con- 
duft  fince  he  has  been  on  this  fer- 
vice,  afting  as  one  of  my  aids- de- 
camp, having  always  fhewn  the 
greatell  attention  to  me,  and  high- 
ly diilinguilhed  his  fpirit  by  atten- 
ding as  a  volunteer  upon  every  ex- 
pedition and  excurfion  which  have 
taken  place  lince  his  being  here. 
Copy  of  a  letter  from  lieutenant-gene- 
ral earl  Cornvjallis,  to  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  dated  Tork-ToivHy  in 
Firginia.,   Od.  20^    1781. 

S  I  R, 

I  have  the  mortification  to  in- 
form your  excellency,  that  I  have 
been  forced  to  give  up  the  pofts  of 
York  and  Gloucefter,  and  to  fur- 
render  the  troops  under  my  com- 
mand, by  capitulation,  on  the 
19th,  as  prifoners  of  war,  to  the 
combined  forces  of  America  and 
France. 

I  never  faw  this  poll  in  a  very 
favourable  light ;  but  when  I  found 
I  was  to  be  attacked  in  it,  in  fo 
unprepared  a  Itate,  by  fo  powerful 
an  army  and  artillery,  nothing  but 
the  hopes  of  relief  would  have  in- 
duced me  to  attempt  its  defence  : 
for  I  would  either  have  endeavour- 
ed to  efcape  to  New- York,  by  rapid 
marches,  trom  the  Glouceiler  fide, 
immediately  on  the  arrival  of  ge- 
neral 


lyii.] 


OCCURRENCES. 


(97) 


neral  Wafhington's  troops  at  Wil- 
llamfburgh,  or  I  would,  notwith- 
llanding  the  difparity  of  numbers, 
have  attacked  them  in  the  open 
field,  where  it  might  have  been 
juil  poifi'ole,  that  fortune  would 
have  favoured  the  gallantry  of  the 
handful  of  troops  under  my  com- 
mand :  but  being  afTured  by  your 
excellency's  letters,  that  every  pof- 
fibie  means  would  be  tried  by  the 
navy  and  army  to  relieve  u?,  I 
could  not  think  myfelf  at  liberty  to 
venture  on  either  of  thofe  defpe- 
rate  atte.npts  :  therefore,  after  re- 
maining two  days  in  a  ftrong  pofi- 
tion  in  front  of  this  place,  in  hopes 
of  being  attacked,  upon  obferving 
that  the  enemy  were  taking  mea- 
fures  which  could  not  fail  of  turn- 
ing my  left  flank  in  a  fhort  time, 
and  receiving  on  the  fecond  evening 
your  letter  of  the  24th  of  Septem- 
ber, informing  me  thai  the  relief 
would  fail  about  the  5th  of  O6I0- 
ber,  I  withdrew  within  the  works 
on  the  night  of  the  29rh  of  Sep- 
tember, hoping  by  the  labour  and 
firmnefs  of  the  foldiers,  to  protrad 
the  defence  until  you  could  arrive. 
Every  thing  was  to  be  expefted 
from  the  fpirit  of  the  troops,  but 
every  difadvantage  attended  their 
labour,  as  the  works  were  to  be 
continued  under  the  enemy's  fire, 
and  our  ftock  of  intrenching  tools 
which  did  not  much  exceed  400, 
when  we  began  to  work  in  the  lat- 
ter end  of  Auguft,  was  now  much 
diminifhed. 

The  enemy  broke  ground  on  the 
night  of  the  30th,  andconftrufted, 
on  that  night  and  the  two  follow- 
ing days  and  nights,  two  redoubts, 
which,  with  fome  works  that  had 
belonged  to  our  outward  pofition, 
occupied  a  gorge  between  two 
creeks  or  ravines,  which  come  from 
the  river  on  each  fide  of  the  town. 
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On  the  night  of  the  6th  of  O£lo- 
ber  they  made  their  firft  parallel, 
extending   from   its   right   on   the 
river,  to  a  deep  ravine  on  the  left, 
nearly  oppofite   to    the   center   of 
this    place,     and    embracing   our 
whole  left,  at   the  diilance  of  600 
yards,     Having  pcrfedled  this   pa- 
rallel, their  batteries  opened  on  the 
evening    of    the   9th   againft   our 
left,  and    other    batteries  fired   at 
the  fame  time  againft  a  redoubt  ad- 
vanced over   the   creek    upon   our 
right,  and  defended  by  about  120 
men  of  the  23d  regiment,  and  ma- 
rines,   who   maintained   that   poll 
with  uncommon   gallantry.      The 
fire  continued  inceffant  from  heavy 
cannon,    and     from    mortars    and 
howitzers,    throwing    fliells    from 
eight   to   fixteen  inches,  until    all 
our  guns  on  the  left  were  filenced, 
our  works  much  damaged,  and  our 
lofs  of  men  confiderable.     On  the 
night  of  the  nth  they  began  their 
fecond   parallel,  about  300    yards 
nearer  to  us.       The  troops  beino- 
much  weakened  by  ficknefs,  as  well 
as  by  the  fire  of  the  befiegers,  and 
obferving  that  the  enemy  had  not 
only  fecured   their  flanks,  but  pro- 
ceeded in  every  refped  with  the  ut- 
moft    regularity    and    caution,    I 
could  not  venture  fo  large  forties  as 
to   hope  from  them  any  conlidera- 
ble  efFeft  ;  but  otherwife  I  did  eve-" 
ry  thing  in  my  power  to  interrupt 
this  work,   by  opening  new  embra- 
fures  for  guns,   and    keeping  up  a 
conftant  fire  with  all  the  howitzers 
and   fmall  mortars   that  we  could 
man.     On  the  evening  of  the  14th 
they  affauited  and  carried  two  re- 
doubts   that    had    been    advanced 
about   300  yards,  for  the  purpofe 
of  delaying  their  approaches,  and 
covering  our   left  flaiik,  and,  du- 
ring  the     night,    included     themi 
in    their  fecond  parallel,  on  which 
(G)  they 
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they    continued    to    work      with 
the  utmort  exertion.      Being  per- 
feftly  fenfible  that  our  works  could 
not    iland    many  hours    after   the 
opening  of    the  batteries  of   that 
parallel,  we  not  only  continued  a 
conftant  fire  with  all  our  mortars, 
and  every  gun  that  could  be  brought 
to  bear  upon  it,  but  a  little  before 
day-break   on  the  morning  of  the 
1 6th,  I  ordered   a  fortie  of  about 
350    men   under  the  direftion    of 
lieutenant-colonel  Abercromby,  to 
attack  two  batteries  which  appear- 
ed to  be  in  the  greatefl:  forwardnefs, 
and  to  fpike  the  guns.     A   detach- 
ment of  guards  with  the  80th  com- 
pany of  grenadiers,  under  the  com- 
mand   of  lieutenant-colonel  Lake, 
attacked    the   one ;    and     one   of 
light  infantry,  under  the  command 
of  major  Armftrong,  attacked  the 
other ;    and    both   fucceeded,    by 
forcing  the    redoubts  that   covered 
them,   fpiking  i  1    guns,   and  kill- 
ing or  wounding  about  ico  of  the 
French   troops    who  had  the  guard 
of  that  part  of  the  trenches,  and 
with    little  lofs  on  our  fide.     This 
aftion,   though  extremely  honoura- 
ble to  the  officers  and'fcldiers  v/ho 
executed  it,   proved  of  little  pub- 
lic advantage  ;  for  the  cannon  hav- 
ing been  fpiked  in   a    hurry,  were 
foon  rendered   fit  for  fervice  again, 
and  before  dark  the  whole  parallel 
and   batteries  appeared  to  be  near- 
ly  complete.       At    this   time    we 
knew  that  there  was  no  part  of  the 
whole  front  attacked,  in  which  we 
could  fliew    a  fingle  gun,  and  our 
fhells    were    nearly    expended.       I 
had  therefore  only  to  chufe  between 
preparing  to  furrender  next  day,  or 
endeavouring    to   get  off  with  the 
^reatell   part  of  the  troops ;  and  I 
determined  to  attempt  the  latter, 
reflei^ing    that    though    it    flrould 
prove  unfuccelsfBi  iu  its  immedi- 


ate  objeft,  it  might  at  leaft  delay  the 
enemy   in   the  profecution  of  far- 
ther   enterprizes.       Sixteen    large 
boats    were   prepared,    and    upon 
other    pretexts    were   ordered    to 
be  in    readinefs  to  receive  troops 
percifely  at  ten  o'clock  :  with  thefe 
I  hoped  to  pafs  the  infantry  during 
the    night,     abandoning   our  bag- 
gage, and  leaving  a  detachment  to 
capitulate  for  the  town's  people  and 
for  the  fick  and  wounded  ;  on  which 
fubjedl  a  letter  was  ready  to  be  de- 
livered    to    general    Wafhington. 
After   making    my    arrangements 
with  the  utmoll   fecrecy,  the  light 
infantry,  the  greateft  part  of  the 
guards,  and  part  of  the  23d  regi- 
ment, embarked  at  the   hour  ap- 
pointed, and  moft  of  them  landed 
at  Gloucefler  ;  but  at   this  critical 
moment,  the  weather,  from  being 
moderate  and    calm,  changed  to  a 
moft   violent   ftorm    of   wind  and 
rain,  and  drove  all  the  boats,  fome 
of    which    had   troops   on    board, 
down  the  river.     It  was  foon  evi- 
dent that  the  intended  pafiage  was 
impradlicable,  and   the   abfence  of 
the  boats  rendered  it   equally   im- 
pofiible  to  bring    back  the   troops 
that  had  pafTed,  which  I  had  order- 
ed about  two  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing.     In   this  fituation,  with   my 
little    force  divided,    the  enemy's 
batteries  opened  at  day-break.  The 
pafiage    between    this    place    and 
Gloucefter  was  muchexpofed  ;  but 
the    boats     having  now   returned, 
they  were   ordered    to  bring  back 
the  troops   that  had  pafied  during 
the  night,  and  they  joined  us  in  the 
forenoon  without  much  lofs.     Our 
works  in  the  mean  time  were  going 
to  ruin  ;  and  not  having  been  able 
to  firengthen  them  by  abbatis,  nor 
in    any    other   manner  than   by  a  - 
flight  fraizing,  which  the  enemy's 
artillery  were  demolilhing  wherever 
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they  fired,  my  opinion  entirely 
coincided  with  that  of  the  engineer 
and  principal  officers  of  the  army, 
that  they  were  in  many  parts  very 
aflailable  in  the  forenoon,  and 
that  by  the  continunnce  of  the  fame 
fire  for  a  few  hours  longer,  they 
would  be  in  fuch  a  (late  as  to  ren- 
der it  defperate,  with  our  numbers, 
to  attempt  to  maintain  them.  "We 
at  that  time  could  not  fire  a  fingle 
gun  ;  only  one  eight  inch,  and  lit- 
tle more  than  one  hundred  cohorn 
fhells  remained :  a  diverfion  by 
the  French  fhips  of  war,  that  lay  at 
the  mouth  of  North  River  was  to 
be  expedled  ;  our  numbers  had 
been  diminifhed  by  the  enemy's 
fire,  but  particularly  by  ficknels  ; 
and  the  llrength  and  fpirits  of 
thofe  in  the  works  were  much  ex- 
haurted  by  the  fatigue  of  conrtant 
watching  and  unremitting  duty. 
Under  all  thefe  circumrtances,  1 
thought  it  would  have  been  wanton 
and  inhuman  to  the  laft  degree  to 
facrifice  the  lives  of  this  fmall  bo- 
dy of  gallant  foldicrs,  who  had 
ever  behaved  with  fo  much  fidelity 
and  courage,  by  expofing  them  to 
an  afiault,  v/hich  from  the  numbers 
and  precautions  of  the  enemy, 
could  not  fail  to  fucceed,  I  there- 
fore propofed  to  capitulate  ;  and  I 
have  the  honour  to  inclofe  to  your 
excellency  the  copy  of  the  corref- 
pondence  between  general  Wafli- 
ington  and  me  on  that  fubjed,  and 
the  terms  of  capitulation  agreed 
upon.  I  fmcerely  lament  that  bet- 
ter could  not  be  obtained  ;  but  I 
have  negleded  nothing  to  alleviate 
the  misfortunes  and  dillrefs  of  both 
officers  and  foldiers.  The  men  are 
well  cloathed  and  provided  with 
necefiaries,  and  I  truft;  will  be  re- 
gularly fupplieu,  by  the  means  of 
the  officers  that  are  permitted  to 
remain  with  them.     The  treatment 


in  general  that  we  have  received 
from  the  enemy,  fince  our  furren- 
der,  has  been  perfeftly  good  and 
proper;  but  the  kindnefs  and  at- 
tention that  has  been  (hewn  to  us 
by  the  French  officers  in  particular, 
their  delicate  ftnfibility  of  our 
fituation,  their  generous  and  pref.« 
fitig  offers  of  money,  both  public 
and  private,  to  any  amount,  has 
really  gone  beyond  what  I  can  pof- 
fibly  defcribe,  and  will,  I  hope, 
make  an  impreflion  on  the  breaft 
of  every  Britifh  officer,  whenever 
the  fortune  cf  war  (hall  put  any  of 
them  into  our  power. 

Although  the  event  has  been  fo 
unfortunate,  the  patience  of  the 
foldiers  in  bearing  the  greateft  fa- 
tigues, and  their  firmnefs  and  in- 
trepidity under  a  perfevering  fire 
of  ihot  and  fliells  that  I  believe  has 
not  often  been  exceeded,  deferved 
the  highell  commendation  and 
praife. 

A  fuccefsful  defence,  however,  ia 
our  fituation  was  perhaps  impoffi- 
ble  ;  for  the  place  could  only  be 
reckoned  an  entrenched  camp,  fub- 
je(Sl  in  mofl:  places  to  enfilade,  and 
the  ground  in  general  fo  difadvan- 
tageoas  that  nothing  but  the  ne- 
ceinty  of  fortifying  it  as  a  poll  to 
proteft  the  navy  could  have  induced 
any  perfon  to  eredt  works  upon  it : 
our  force  diminifhed  daily  by  fick- 
nefs,  and  other  lofTes,  and  vvas  re- 
duced, when  we  offered  to  capitu- 
late, on  this  fide,  to  little  more 
than  3,200  rank  and  file  fit  for  du- 
ty, including  officers,  fervants  and 
artificers ;  and  at  Glouceller  about 
600,  including  cavalry.  The  ene- 
my's army  co;  filled  of  upwards  of 
8000  French,  nearly  as  many  con- 
tinentals, and  5000  militia.  They 
brought  an  immenfe  train  of  hea- 
vy artillery,  moll  amply  furnifhed 
with  ammunition, and  perfeftly  vvell 
^G  2)  manned. 
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manned.     The  conftant  and    uni- 
verfalchearfulnefs  and  fpiritof  the 
officers,  in  all  hardlhip  and  danger, 
deferve   my  warmell   acknowledg- 
ments; and    I    have  been  particu- 
larly indebted  to  brigadier-general 
O'Hara  and    to  lieutenant-colonel 
Abercromby,  the  former  command- 
ing on  the  right,  and  the  latter  on 
the    left,    for    their  attention    and 
exertion  on  every  occafion.     The 
detachment    of  the    23d    regiment 
and  marines, :in  the  redoubt  on  the 
right,  commanded  by  captain  Ap- 
thorpe,  and  the  fubfequent  detach- 
ments  commanded   by   lieutenant- 
colonel  Johnfon,  deferve  particular 
commendation.      Capt.    Rochfort, 
who  commanded  the  artillery,  and 
indeed  every  officer  and   foldier   of 
that  diftinguifhed  corps,  and  lieu- 
tenant Sutherland,  the  command- 
ing   engineer,    have    merited,    in 
every  refpeft,  my  higheft  approba- 
tion ;  and   I  cannot  fufficiently  ac- 
knowledge my  obligations  to  capt. 
Symonds,    who    commanded     his 
majefty's  fliips,    and   to   the  other 
officers  and   feamen  of   the   navy, 
for  their  zealous  and  a£live  co-ope- 

^^^^°"-  .  r  1  Ml    ;i 

I    tranfmit  returns  of  our  killed 

and  wounded  :  the  lofs  of  feamen 
and  town's  people  was  likewife  con- 
fiderable. 

I  truft  that  your  Excellency  will 
pleafe  to  haften  the  return  of  the 
Bonetta,  after  landing  her  pafien- 
gers,  in  compliance  Vv'ith  the  arn- 
cle  of  capitulation. 

Lieutenat-colonel  Abercromby 
will  have  the  honour  to  deliver  this 
diipatch,  and  is  well  qualified  to 
explain  to  your  excellency  every 
particular  relating  to  our  paft  and 
preient  fituation 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  CORNWALLIS. 


Total  of   the   killed,    "Mounded,    and 
mijjiug    of    the    follo^ving    corpSy 
from  the'z'^th  of  Scptetnher    to  the 
\(^th  of  OBolcr,    1781. 
2  Captains,  4  lieutenants,    13  fer- 
jeants,  4   drummers,     133   rank 
and  file  killed.— 5   Lieutenants, 
I  Enfign,  24ferjeants,  i  i  drum- 
mers, 285  rank  and  file,  wound- 
ed.—i  major,   l  captain,   i  fub- 
altern,  3   ferjeants,  63  rank  and 
file,  miffing. 

Officers  killed  and^Momded. 
Hon.   major    Cochrane,    afting 
aid  de  camp   to  lord  Cornwallis, 
killed. 

Light    infantry. Lieutenant 

Campbell,  74th  company,  killed. 
Lieut.  Lyiler,  65d  ditto,  wound- 
ed, fince  dead.  Lieut.  Dunn, 
63d  ditto,  wounded,  fince  dead. 
Lieut.  Lightburne,  37th  ditto, 
wounded. 

23d   Regiment.— Lieuts.    Mair 
and  Guyon  killed. 

33d   Regiment.  — Captain   Kerr 
killed  ;  fieut.  Curfon,  wounded. 
71ft   Regiment.— Lieut.    Frafer 

killed . 

76th  Regiment.— Lieut.  Robert- 

fon  wounded. 

Captain  Rail  killed. Enfign 

Sprangenberg  wounded.    Comniif- 
fary  Perkins  killed. 

(Signed) 

J.  DESPARD,  dep.  adj. gen. 

Letters  from  general  Elliot,  go- 
vernor'of  Gibraltar,  dated  Nov. 
28,  and  received  Dec.  27,  advife, 
that  an  attempt  to  ftorm  and  deilroy 
the  whole  of  the  enemy's  advan- 
ced works,  which  were  arrived  at 
the  higheft  ftate  of  perfeftion  after 
immenfe  labour  and  expence,  ap- 
pearing probable,  it  was  judged 
expedient  to  carry  the  fame  into 
immediate  execution.  A  confide- 
rable   detachment  was  accordingly 
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formed  in  three  columns,  and 
marched  from  the  garrifon  upon  the 
fetting  of  the  moon,  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  morning  on  the  27th. 
The  columns  were  feverally  compo- 
fed  of  an  a'Jvanced  corps,  a  body 
of  pioneers,  artillery  men  carrying 
combullibles,  and  a  fuftaining 
corps,  with  a  referve  in  the  rear. 
The  pioneers  of  the  left  column 
were  feamen. 

The  vigorous  efforts  of  his  ma- 
jefty's  troops  on  every  part  of  the 
exterior  front  were  irrefilHble  ;  and 
the  enemy,  after  a  fcattering  fire 
of  (hort  duration,  gave  way  on  all 
fides,  and  abandoned  their  ftupen- 
dous  works  with  great  precipita- 
tion. The  pioneers  and  artillerifts 
made  wonderful  exertions,  and 
fpread  their  fire  with  fuch  amazing 
rapidity,  that  in  half  an  hour  two 
mortar  batteries  of  ten  thirteen- 
inch  mortars,  and  three  batteries  of 
fix  guns  each,  with  all  the  lines  of 
approach,  communication,  traverfe, 
&c.  were  in  flames,  and  are  redu- 
ced to  afhes.  The  mortars  and 
cannon  werefpiked,  and  their  beds, 
carriages,  and  platforms  deltrpyed. 
Their  magazines  blew  up,  one 
after  another,  as  the  fire  approach, 
edthem. 

The  enemy,  feeing  all  oppofiti- 
on  to  be  ineffectual,  offered  no  other 
refiftance  than  an  ill-dired\ed  fire  of 
round  and  grape  fhop  from  the  forts 
of  St.  Barbara  and  St.  Philipe,  and 
the  batteries  on  the  lines,  and  re- 
mained in  their  camp  fpeftators  of 
the  conflagration. 

The  whole  detachment  was  in 
the  garrifon  again  by  five  o'clock, 
juft  before  break  of  day,  and  the 
lofs  which  they  had  fuflained  in  this 
fpirited  and  fuccefsful  exertion 
againft  the  enemy  was  very  incon- 
fidcrable. 


OCCURRENCES.  (,oi) 

B IRTHS  for  the  Year  1 7  S  i . 


Jan.  14.  The  lady  of  fir  J.  Tho- 
rokl,  bart.  was  brought  to  bed  of  a 
fon. 

The  queen  of  France,  of  a 
daupnin. 

31.  The  lady  of  the  right  hon. 
the  earl  of  Traquair,  of  a  fon  and 
heir. 

Feb.  22.  The  lady  of  William 
Praed,  efq;  of  twins. 

26.  The  lady  of  lord  Carlow,  of 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  of  a  fon. 

March  6.  The  lady  of  fir  And. 
Hammond,  of  a  daughter. 

Jprilg.  Lady  Abingdon,  of  a  fon 
and  heir. 

13.  Lady  Hope,  of  a  fon,  at 
Pinky-houfe,  Scotland. 

May  —  The  confori  n  the  arch- 
duke Ferdinand,  of  a  Ion,  at  Mi- 
Ian. 

The  lady  of  fir  Edward  Aftley, 
of  a  fon. 

July  12.  Lady  Cadogan,  of  a 
daughter. 

Augujl  4.  The  lady  of  the  right 
hon.  fir  Richard  Worfley,  bart.  of 
a  daughter. 

5.  The  lady  of  the  earl  of  Rad-   ' 
nor,  of  a  fon. 

22.  The  lady  of  lord  Stormont, 
of  a  fon. 

Sept.  22.  Lady  Bagot,  of  a  fon. 

Otl.  —  The  lady  of  lord  Wey- 
mouth, of  a  daughter. 

Lady  Paget,  of  a  daughter. 

The  lady  of  fir  Harbord  Har- 
bord,  bart.  of  a  fon. 

'Nov.  26.  Countefs  of  Harring- 
ton,  of  a  fon. 

Dec.  8.  Countefs  of  Shelburne, 
of  a  daughter. 

10.  Lady  Grantham,  of  a  fon 
and  heir. 

25.  Countefs  of  Percy,  of  a 
daughter. 
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Countefs    of  Carlifle,  of  a  fon, 
atDublin-Cafde. 


MARRIAGES  >;•  the  year  1781. 

Jan.  17.  The  rev.  Dr.  Jofiah 
Tucher,  dean  of  Gloucefter,  to 
Mis.  Crowe,  of  Glouceiler. 

25.  Sir  Jas.  Hereford,  of  Sufton- 
Court,  CO.  Hereford,  to  Mrs.  Fra. 
Hopton,  of  Worceller. 

31.  At  Lambeth-chapel,  Geo. 
Ward,  efq;  nephew  of  general 
Ward,  and  captain  in  lord  Am- 
herft's  troop  of  horfe-grenadier 
guards,  to  Mifs  Madan,  daughter 
of  the  rev.  Dr.  Madan  and  niece 
of  earl  Cornwaills. 

According  to  the  Jewl(h  rites  and 
cuftoms,  Wolf  Jofeph,  efq;  an 
eminent  Jew  merchant,  of  George- 
ftreet,  to  Mifs  Hannah  Turk, 
daughter  of  Ifaac  Turk,  efq.  On 
this  oc:alion  above  4C0  invitation 
cards  were  fent  for  dinner,  and 
jnore  than  ■  50  carriages  attended 
to  the  fynagogue. 

In  Dublin,  the  right  hon.  the 
earl  of  Lanelborough,  to  Mil's  La- 
;ouche. 

March  6.  The  hon.  lord  AI- 
thorpe,  fon  of  earl  Spencer,  to 
Mifs  Bingham,  daughter  of  lord 
Lucan, 

Sir  Thomas  Jones,  knt.  to  Mifs 
Fitzgerald,  daughter  of  lady  Fitz- 
gerald. 

10.  Lord  Mahon  to  Mifs  Gren- 
ville,  daughter  to  the  right  hon. 
George  Grenville,  and  filler  to  the 
prefent  earl  Temple. 

John  Warde,  elq;  of  Squirries, 
in  Kent,  to  the  hon.  Mifs  Grim- 
flon,  iUter  to  the  right  hon.  lord 
vifcount  Grimfton. 

27.  At  Canterbury,  the  rev. 
B-icnard  Sandys,  vicar  of  Reculver, 
^  the  fight  hon.  lady  Ffances  Ali- 


cia Aflong,  relift  of  William  Af- 
long,  efq.  and  youngefl:  filler  to  the 
earl  of  Tankerville. 

Jpril  7.  Major  Arch.  Erikine,  to 
Mrs.  Ogilvy,  widow  of  the  late 
Charles  Ogilvy,  efq;  and  niece  to 
the  earl  of  Lauderdale. 

9.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Richardfon, 
one  of  the  minor  canons  of  Dur- 
ham Cathedral,  to  mifs  Eden, 
youngeft  fifter  to  fir  John  Eden, 
bart. 

10.  Andrew  Drummond,  efq; 
to  lady  Mary  Percival,  eldelldaugh 
ter  of  lady  Egmont. 

12.  Captain  Rodney,  of  the 
guards,  fon  of  fir  G.  B.  Rodney, 
to  Mifs  Harley,  daughter  of  the 
right  hon.  I'homas  Harley. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Waddilove,  refi- 
dentiary  of  Ripon,  and  redlor  of 
Cherry  burton,  Yorkfhire,  to  Mifs 
Hope  Grant,  filler  to  fir  James 
Grant,  bart. 

May  19.  John  Edward  Mad- 
docks,  efq;  to  Mifs  Francis  Per- 
ryn,  youngell  daughter  of  Mr.  ba,- 
ron  Perry n. 

20  1  he  right  hon.  lord  Audley, 
to  Mifs  Delaval. 

25.  Mr.  Croft,  fon  of  Richard 
Croft,  efq;  of  Pali-Mall,  to  Mifs 
Smythfon,  daughter  of  fir  J.  Smyth- 
fon,  bart. 

26.  John  Henderfon,  efq;  M.  P. 
fon  of  lir  Robert  Henderfon,  bart. 
to  Mifs  Robertfon,  daughter  of 
general  Robertfon,  governor  of 
New-York, 

June  2.  Rev.  Henry  Jenkin,  rec- 
tor of  Ufford,  CO.  iMorthampton, 
to  the  hoTi.  Mifs  Aug   Evelyn, 

14.  John  Turner,  Efq;  youngeft 
fon  of  the  late  hr  Edward  Tmntr, 
bart.  to  Mil's  Dryden,  niece  of  the 
late  hr  John  Dryden,   bart. 

16.  John  Vaughan,  efq;  knight 
of  the  ihire  for  the  co.   Caermar- 

then. 
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tlion,  to  Mifs  Maude,  daughter  of 
fir  Cornvvallis  Maude,  bart. 

The  hen.  captain  Shirley,  fon  of 
lord  Ferrers,  to  Mifs  Ward,  niece 
to  lord  vifcount  Dudley. 

23.  Arthur  Knox,  ef'q;  to  lady 
Mary  Brabazon,  cldelt  daughter  of 
the  earl  of  Meath, 

July  12.  William  Lovvther,  efq.; 
eldcil  fon  of  fir  William  Lovvther, 
bart.  of  Svvillington,  in  YcrkfhirCj 
to-Iady  Augulla  Fane,  daughter  of 
the  late  earl  of  Weltmoreland, 

13.  James  Croxton,  efq;  of 
Chefter,  to  Mifs  Emma  Warbur- 
ton,  youngelt  filler  of  fir  Peter 
Warburton,  of  Arley,   bart. 

Thomas  Bond,  efq;  of  Wimble- 
don, Surrey,  to  Mifs  Bewicke, 
daughter  of  the  late  fir  Robert  Be- 
v/icke. 

July  25.  Sir  George  Collier, 
bart.  to  Mifs  Fryer,  daughter  of 
William  Fryer,  efq;  and  niece  to 
Mr.  Baring. 

27.  The  hon.  Horatio  Walpole, 
eldell  fon  of  lord  Walpole,  to  Mifs 
Churchill,  daughter  of  Charles 
Churchill,  efq;  of  Grofvenor- 
llreet. 

Aug,  II.  Strickland  Freeman, 
efq;  fon  of  John  Freeman,  Efq;  of 
Chute  Lodge,  to  iVIifs  Strickland, 
daughter  of  fir  George  Strickland, 
bart.  of  Boy r. ton,  in  the  co.  York. 
15.  Sir  Peter  Warburton,  hurt. 
to  Mifs  Alice  Parker,  iecond 
daughter  of  the  Rev,  Mr.  Parker. 

27.  The  hon.  Geo.  Napier,  to 
the  right  hon.  lady  Sarah  Lenox. 

28.  Signer  Zucchi,  to  Mrs.  An- 
gelica KaufFman,  the  celebrated 
paintrefs. 

Sept.  —  Sir  Fofter  Cunliffe,  of 
Saighton,  bart.  to  Mifs  Harriot 
Kinloch,  daughter  of  fir  jDavid, 
Kinloch,  of  Gilmerton,  bart. 

Ocl.  3.  The  hon  Henry  Neville, 
eldelt  fon  of  the  right  hon.  George, 


lord  Abergavenny,  to  Mifs  Robin- 
fon,  only  daughter  of  John  Robin- 
fon  of  Sion  Hill,  in  the  co.  Mid- 
dlefex,  efq; 

8.  Mr.  George  Burfey,  of  Ba- 
finghall-flreet,  attorney-at-law,  to 
Mifs  Bewicke,  of  Boxley-Abbey, 
daughter  of  the  late  fir  Robert 
Bewicke,  of  Clofehoufe,  in  the 
CO.  Northumberland. 

12.  Sir  Frederick  Reynolds,  knt. 
of  Hatfield  in  Herfordfture,  to  Mifs 
Maria  Townfhend,  of  Hatton  Gar- 
den, 

14,  At  Aberdeen,  Mr.  William 
Lumfden,  clerk  of  the  fignet,  to 
Mifs  Anne  Gordon,  eldell:  daugh- 
ter of  fir  Alexander  Gordon,  of 
Leffmore,  bart. 

18.  Sir  '  Jenkinfon  Gordon,  of 
Hertford-ftreet,  to  Mifs  Hatton,  of 
Northamptonfhire. 

John  Drew,  efq;  banker,  at  Chi- 
cheller,  to  lady  Frankland,  of  that 
city. 

2^.  Cul.  Herbert,  of  Killarney,- 
in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  to  the 
hon.  Mifs  Sackville,  fecond  daugh- 
ter of  lord  George  Germain.- 

25.  The  hon.  Mr.  Irby,  brother 
X.0  lord  Bofton,  to  Mifs  Gladman, 
01  S  a  vile-row. 

30.  N.  Vincent,  efq;  of  Berk- 
ley-fquare,  to  Mifs  Mary  Clarges, 
lifter  to  fir  Thomas  Clarges,  bart. 

Lord  vifcount  Turnour,  fon  of 
the  earl  of  Winterton,  to  Mifs 
Chapman,  daughter  of  Richard 
Chapman,  efq; 

]>lo'v.  8.  vice-admiral  Dufl",  of 
Logic,  to  Mrs.  Morifou,  of  Had- 
do,  daughter  of  the  la:e  general 
Abercromby. 

9.  Sir  Thomas  Turner  Sllngfby, 
bare,  to  Mifs  Mary  Slingfby. 

Dec.  i.  The  right  hon.  the  earl 
of  Aylesford,  to  Mifs  Louifa 
Thynne,  eldeft  daughter  of  lord 
vifcount  Weymouth, 
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In  Ireland,  Thomas  Hughes, 
efq;  of  Tipperary,  to  Mifs  Doro- 
thea Ne^venham,  daughter  of  fir 
fldvvard  Newenham,   bart. 


PROMOTIONS  in  the  Tear  1781. 

Jan.  9.  John  Macpherfon,  efq 
to  be  one  of  the  counfellors  of  the 
governor  general  and  council  of 
the  prefidency  of  Fort  William  in 
iSengt],  vice  Richard  Barvvell,  efq. 
io.  Admiral  Sir  Hyde  Parker, 
promoted  from  being  rta. -admiral 
cf  the  red,  to  be  vice-admiral  of 
the  blue  ;  and  admiral  Kempenfelt, 
rear-admiral  of  the  blue. 

20.  Dr.  Richard  Woodward, 
dean  of  St.  Macartin  Clogher,  to 
the  biihoprick  of  Cloyne. 

Rev.  William  Cecil  Perry,  M.  A. 
dean  of  Derry,  to  the  united 
biihopricks  of  Killala  and  Achonry. 
William  Dean  Poyntz,  efq.  pay- 
mafter  of  the  Britifti  forces  in  Ame- 
rica. 

John  Bell,  efq.  under  fecretary 
of  flate  to  the  earl  of  Hilliborough. 
Walter  Farquharfon,  efq.  lirft 
commifiioner  of  the  office  for  fick 
and  wounded  fe^^men,  and  exchange 
of  prifoners. 

Marquis  of  Graham,  chancellor 
of  the  Univerfity  of  Glafgow. 

Captain  Wallis,  a  commiilioner 
of  the  navy. 

Henry  Partridge,  judge  of  the 
ifle  of  Ely. 

Herbert  Lloyd,  efq.  his  ma- 
jefty's  chamberlain  and  chancellor 
in  the  counties  of  Carmarthen, 
Pembroke,  and  Cardigan,  and  of 
the  towns  and  boroughs  of  Car- 
marthen and  Haverford  Weft. 

Rev.  Thomas  Ireland,  D.  D.  to 
a  prebend  in  the  cathedral  church 
pf  Wells,  vice  Mr.  Archdeacon 
Walker,  deccafed. 


Rev.  Dr,  George  Jubb,  regius 
profeflbr  of  Hebrew,  and  Canon  of 
Chrift  church,  Oxford,  chancellor 
of  the  church  of  York. 

Feb.  17I  Tlie  dignity  of  a  vif- 
count  of  the  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  unto  the  right  hon.  George 
lord  Edgecumbe,  and  his  heirs 
male,  by  the  name,  ftile  and  title, 
of  vifcount  Mount  Edgecumbe  and 
Valletort. 

The  rev.  John  Hailam,  do6lor 
in  divinity,  one  of  his  majefty's 
chaplains  in  ordinary,  dean  of  the 
cathedral  church  of  Briftol,  vice 
Dr.  Cutts  Barton,  deceafed. 

Montagu  Burgoyne,  efq.  to  be 
a  commiffioner  for  vidtualling  his 
majeily's  navy,  vice  his  father,  Sir 
Roger  Burgoyne,  bart.  deceafed. 

Captaiq'  John  Gore  (the  gentle- 
man whd  went  out  with  captain 
Clerk  in  the  Refolution  man  of 
war,  on  a  voyage  round  the  world, 
and  on  whom  the  command  of  the 
Refolution  devolved  on  the  death 
of  Mr.  Clerk)  to  be  a  captain  in 
Greenwich  hofpital. 

March  3.  Ralph  Heaihcote,  efq. 
to  be  his  majefty's  minifter  pleni- 
potentiary at  the  court  of  the 
eledilor  of  Cologne,  in  the  room  of 
George  Creftengaer,  efq.  deceafed. 
William  Browne,  efq.  to  be  go- 
vernor of  the  Bermuda  or  Summer 
iflands  in  America,  in  the  room  of 
J.  G.  Bruere,  efu.  deceafed. 

24.  The  dignity  of  a  baronet  of 
the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  unto 
the  following  gentlemen,  and  their 
heirs,  viz.  Sir  Robert  Barker,  knt. 
of  Buftjridge,  in  the  county  of 
Surry  ;  Jofeph  Banks,  efq.  of  Re- 
vefby- Abbey,  in  the  county  of  Lin- 
coln ;  John  Ingiiby,  efq  of  Ripley, 
in  the  Weft-Riding  of  the  county 
of  York ;  Alexander  Crauford, 
efq.  of  Kilburney,  irj,  North  Bri- 
tain ;     Valentine    Richard    Quin, 

efq. 
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efq.  of  Adair,  county  of  Limerick, 
in  Ireland;  William  Lewis  Andre,  ♦^ 
efq.  (captain  in  his  majefty's  6th 
re?,  of  foot)  of  Southampton,  coun- 
ty of  Southampton  ;  Francis  Sykes, 
efq.  of  Bal'ldon,  county  of  Berks; 
Jonn  Coghill,  efq.  of  Richings, 
county  of  Buckingham;  and  John 
Mo/ley  efq.  of  Ancoats,  county  of 
Lancaller. 

Jpril  12.  Thomas  Shirley,  efq, 
to  be  captain  general  and  governor 
in  chief  of  che  Leeward  Caribbee 
iflands  in  America,  in  the  room  of 
William  Matthew  Burt,  efq.  de- 
ceafed. 

The  rev.  Edward  Emily,  A.  M. 
to  be  dean  of  Derry,  vacant  by  the 
promotion  of  the  right  rev.  Dr. 
William  Perry  to  the  bifhoprick  of 
Killala. 

Admiral  Marlow,  to  be  rear-ad- 
miral of  the  white. — General  Clarke 
to  be  lieutenart-governor  of  Quie- 
bec. — Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Pye, 
lieutenant-general  of  the  marines, 
in  the  room  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer. 

May  .  The  earl  of  Dalhoufie,  to 
behis  majefty's  high  commiffioner  to 
the  general  ailembly  of  the  church 
of  Scotland. 

Rev.  Dr.  Hurd,  bifliop  of  Litch- 
field and  Coventry,  to  be  clerk  of 
the  clofet  to  his  majeftv. 

12.  Rev.  father  in  God  Bruwn- 
low  North,  bilhop  of  Worcefter, 
to  be  bifhop  of  Winchefter,  vice 
Dr.  Thomas,  deceafed. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Mufgrave,  of 
the  40th  reg.  of  foot,  lieutenant- 
governor  of  Stirling-Caftle. 

Sir  Chalcner  Ogle,  to  be  a  rear- 
admiral  of  the  blue. 

John  Topham,  efq.  of  Gray's- 
Inn,  to  be  one  of  the  deputy- 
keepers  of  the  ftate  papers,  in  the 
room  of  Sir  Jofeph  AylofFe,  bart. 
deceafed. 

June  9,     The  rev.  Dr.  Richard 


Hurd,  bilhopof  Litchfield  and  Co- 
ventry, to  the  fee  of  Worcefter. 

12.  John  Ingilby,  of  Ripley,  in 
the  Weft  Riding  of  the  county  of 
York,  raifed  to  the  dignity  of  a 
baronet 

26.  The  rev.  Dr.  Jofeph  Mac 
Cormick,  to  be  principal  of  the 
united  college  of  St.  Saivator  and 
St.  Leonard,  in  the  Univerfity  of 
St.  Andrews,  vacant  by  the  death, 
of  the  rev.  Dr.  Robert  Watfon. 

July2\.  The  right  rev.  father  ia 
God  Dr.  James  Yorke,  now  biftiop 
of  Gloucefter,  to  be  biftiop  of  Ely, 
vice  Dr   Edmund  Keene,  deceafed. 

The  hon.  James  Cornwallis, 
dodor  of  laws,  to  be  bilhop  of 
Litchfield  and  Coventry,  vice  Dr. 
Hurd,   tranflated. 

The  rev  George  Home,  D.  D. 
to  be  dean  of  Canterbury,  vice  Dr, 
James  Cornwallis. 

24.  The  rev.  James  Hallifax, 
L  L.  D.  to  the  biflioprick  of 
Gloucefter. 

31.  David  Stewart  MontcriefFe, 
efq.  to  be  one  of  the  barons  of  his 
majefty's  court  of  Exchequer  in 
Scotland,  in  the  room  of  Joha 
Maule,  efq.  deceafed 

Aug.  1 4.  The  king  approved  of 
the  appointment  of  Sir  Peter  Bur- 
rell,  knt.  to  exercife  the  office  of 
lord  great  chamberlain  of  England, 
as  deputy  to  therighthon.  Prifcilla 
Barbara  Elizabeth  Baronefs  Wil- 
loughby  of  Ereft)y,  and  lady  Geor- 
gina  Charlotte  Bertie,  fifters  and 
coheirs  of  his  grace  Robert,  late 
D.  of  Ancafter  and  Kefteven,  here- 
ditary lord  great  chamberlain  of 
England,  deceafed. 

OB.  20.  Thomas  Lock,  efq, 
Lancafter Herald,  appointed Norroy 
king  of  arms,  and  principal  herald 
of  the  north  parts  of  England,  vice. 
Peter  Dore,  efq.  deceafed 

AW,  6.  Sir  George  Brydgea 
Rodney^ 
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Rodney,  bart.  anc^  K.  B  appoint- 
ed vice-admiral  of  Great  Britain, 
and  lieutenant  oi  the  Admiralty 
thereof,  and  alfo  lieutenant  of  the 
r.ayies  and  feas  of  Great  Britain, 
xice  lord  Hawke. 

George  Darby,  efq.  rear-admiral 
of  Great  Britain,  &c.  vice  Sir 
George  Brydges  Rodney. 

Dec.  22.  The  rev.  PJchard  Cull:, 
D.  D.  to  the  deanery  of  the  ca- 
thedral church  of  Lincoln,  void  by 
the  refignation  of  the  right  rev. 
and  hon.  Dr.  James  Yorke  late 
dean  thereof,  now  bifhop  of  Ely. — 
The  rev.  William  Hayward  Ro- 
berts, D.  D.  to  the  provoftfliip  of 
the  college  of  Eton,  void  by  the 
death  of  the  rev.  Dr.  Edward  Bar- 
nard.  -The  right  hon.  Thomas 

lord  Grantham,  the  right  hon. 
William  Eden,  Andrew  Stuart, 
Edward  Gibbon,  and  Hans  Sloane, 
efqrs.  Sir  Adam  Fergufon,  bart. 
Anthony  Storer,  and  John  Chet- 
wynd  Talbot,  efqrs.  to  be  his  ma- 
jefty's  commiffioners  for  trade  and 
plantations. — ~The  right  hon. 
Robert  earl  Nugent,  the  right  hon. 
Charles  Townfhend,  and  the  right 
hon.  Richard  earl  of  Shannon,  to 
l)ejoint  vice-treafurers  of  Ireland. — 
Th-e  right  hon.  Philip  earl  of 
Chefterneld  to  be  lord  lieutenant 
of  the  county  of  Bucks. 


DEATHS,     1781. 

jfa?!.  I.  Sir  7'homas  Stapleton, 
bart.  of  Gray's  Court,  in  Cxford- 
Ihire. 

Right  hon,  Henrietta  lady  Foley. 

3.  James  Poller,  efq;  one  of  the 
four  king's  ferjeants,  and  chief  ju- 
llice  of  the  ifle  of  Ely. 

The  rev.  dr.  Lloyd,  chancellor 
of  York,  and  portionilt  of  Wad- 
^.icfdon,  Bucks. 


Elizabeth,  couHtefs  of  Aihburn- 
ham. 

13.  In  Italy,  the  countefs  dow- 
ager  of  Or  ford. 

15.  The  queen  dowager  of  Por- 
tugal and  Alvarez. 

Lady  Brydges,  aunt  to  the  duke 
of  Chandos. 

29.  Sir  John  Chapman,   bart. 

Fei>.  g.   Lady  Ranelagh. 

J  2.  In  Scotland,  John  earl  of 
Hopton,  aged  yy . 

13.  General  (ir  Richard  Pear- 
fon,  knight  of  the  Bath. 

15.  The  lady  of  the  right  hon. 
lord  Loughborough,  lord  chief  ju- 
ftice  of  his  majefty's  court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas. 

16.  Sir  John  Major,   bart. 

24.  Edward  Capel,  efq.  deputy 
infpeclor  of  plays.  He  devoted  the 
laft  37  years  of  his  life  to  the  fludy 
of  Siiakefpeare's  plays,  of  which  he 
publiflied  an  edition  in  the  year 
1768. 

March  I.  Prince  Eugene  of  Def- 
fau,  field-marlhal  of  the  Saxon  ar.. 
rny,  in  the  76th  year  of  his  age, 
at  his  palace  at  DefTau. 

7.  Lord  Polwarth,  only  fon  of 
the  earl  of  Pv/Iarchmont,  and  fcJn-in- 
law  to  the  earl  of  Hardvvicke.  Dy- 
ing without  ilTue,  the  Englifh  ba- 
rony of  Hume,  created  in  1776,  is 
ex  tin  ft. 

15.  Lady  Mary  Douglas,  daugh- 
ter of  William,  firll  earl  of  March. 

29.   Sir  John  Giblbn,   bart. 

Jpril  T,.  The  right  hon.  Henry, 
earl  Conyngham,  vifcount  Conyng- 
ham,  and  baron  Mount  Charles, 
of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  al- 
fo a  privy  counfellor  and  lord  lieu- 
tenant of  the  county  and  city  oi 
Londonderry,  in  that  kingdom. 

7.  Rev.  Robert  Watfon,  D.  D. 
principal  of  the  univerfity  of  St. 
Andrews,  author  of  the  Hiftory  of 
Philip  11. 

I  8.  R£. 
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8.  Rt.  hon.  lady  Barbara  Gould, 
daughter  to  the  earl  of  SufTex. 

The  rev.  Richard  Jago,  M.  A. 
vicar  of  Snitterfield,  Warvvickfhire  : 
he  was  the  intimate  friend  and  cor- 
refpondent  of  Mr.  Shenftone,  con- 
temporary with  him  at  Oxford,  and 
author  of  feveral  poems. 

ir.  Lady  Mary  Carr,  filler  of 
lord  Darlington 

The  right  hon.  William  Crofbie, 
earl  of  Glandore,  vifcount  Crolbie, 
of  Ardfert,  and  baron  ofBranden. 

16.  Sir  Joteph  Copley,  bart.  of 
Sprotbrough.in  the  county  of  York. 

Admiral  Thomas  Lynn. 

18.  Lady  Margaret  Dalziel,  only 
daughter  of  the  late  earl  of  Carn- 
warth. 

19.  Sir  Jofeph  AylofFe,  bart.  vice- 
prefident  of  the  Society  of  Anti- 
quaries, and  F.R.S.  a  gentleman 
eminent  for  his  Ikill  in  Englifh  an- 
tiquities. 

21.  The  right  hon.  the  countefs 
of  Wandesford. 

28.  At  Bath,  the  right  hon.  lady 
Lucy  Sherrard,  filler  of  the  earl  of 
Har  borough. 

29.  AtBath,  the  right  hon.  lord 
Teynham,  baron  Teynham,  of  the 
county  of  Kent. 

May  1.  At  the  epifcopal  palace 
at  Chelfea,  in  the  85th  year  of  his 
age,  the  right  rev.  dr.  John  Tho- 
mas, lord  bifliop  of  Wincheller, 
clerk  of  the  clofet  to  the  king,  and 
prelate  of  the  moll  noble  order  of 
the  garter. 

3.  Lady  Charlotte  Percy,  only 
daughter  of  earl  Percy. 

7.   Sir  William  Owen.  bart. 

9.  The  right  hon.  William  de 
Grey,  baron  WaUingham,  of  Wal- 
fingham,  in  Norfolk.  He  was  made 
folicitor  to  the  queen  in  the  year 
1761  ;  folicitor  general  in  1763  ; 
attorney  general  in  1766;  member 
|of  Newport  in  1 761,  17683  mem- 


ber for  Cambridge  Univerfity  in 
1770  ;  chief  juilice  of  the  Common 
Pleas  in  1771,  which  he  refigncd 
in  1780  ;  and  baron  V/alfingham 
in  1780. 

13.  Lieutenant  general  William 
Amherfl;  (brother  to  lord  Amherll) 
adjutant-general  of  his  majedy's 
forces,  colonel  of  the  3 2d  reg.  of 
foot,  and  governor  of  St.  John's, 
Newfoundland. 

The  hon  and  rev.  John  Stan- 
ley, D  D  aged  90,  reiSlor  of  Win- 
wick,  in  the  county  of  Lancafter, 
and  brother  to  the  late  earl  of 
Derby. 

?v'Iay  20.  At  his  feat  at  Caftle- 
vvard,  in  Ireland,  the  right  hon. 
Bernard  Ward,  lord  baron  of  Ban- 
gor. 

20.  Lady  Montague  Bertie,  re- 
lift  of  lord  Mountague  Bertie,  2d 
fon  of  Robert,  the  firll  duke  of 
Ancafler  and  Kelleven,  by  his  fe- 
cond  wife  Albina,  daughter  of  ge- 
neral Farrington. 

At  Stettin,  in  Germany,  in  the 
66th  year  of  his  age,  his  ferene 
highnefs  prince  Augullus  William, 
of  Brunfvvick  Bevern,  general  of 
infantry  in  the  Prufiian  fervice,  and 
eovernor  of  Stettin. 

o 

22.  At  Kenfington,  right  hon. 
the  earl  of  Mornington,  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland. 

June  i^.  Right  hon.  John  lord 
baron  Lifle,  aged  79. 

25.  vSuddenly,  at  Briilol  Hot 
Well.s,  lady  Miller,  authorof  "  Let- 
ters from  Italy,  by  an  Englifhwo- 
man." 

At  Sidcup,  the  hon.  Thomas 
Arundel,  count  of  the  Sacred  Ro- 
man Empire,  brother  to  lord  Arun- 
del of  Wardour. 

At  Crawfurd  Lodge,  near  Edin- 
burgh, the  right  hon.  George  earl 
of  Crawfurd  and  Lindfay,  vi^cyunt 
Granock,  kc.  &c. 

27.  At 
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27.  At  Hampftead,  Sir  John  Mo- 
ne3nvood,    bart. 

At  Envil,  Staffoidihire,  the  right 
ton.  lady  Dorothy  Grey,  aunt  to 
the  earl  of  Stamford. 

At  St.  Ciitharine's,  Dublin,  Sir 
Richard  V/oolfley,  bart. 

July  4.  At  Braehoufe,  near  Edin- 
burgh, the  hon.  Chariotte  Elphin- 
ilon,  fourth  daughter  of  the  right 
hon,  lord  Elphinllon. 

6.  AtEly  HoufeinDover-ilreef, 
of  a  dropfy  in  the  brcall,  in  the 
68th  year  of  his  age,  the  right  rev. 
dr.  Edmuad  Keene,  lord  bifjiop  of 
Ely. 

18.  Right  hon.  James,  earl  of 
Perth. 

At  Philorth,  aged  61,  the  right 
Jion.  George  lord  Saltoun. 

29.  Suddenly,  at  his  feat  at  Dod- 
derfhull,  in  Bucks,  the  right  hon. 
Richard  Fienes,  vifcount  and  baron 
Say  aifid  Sele. 

51.  At  his  feat  at  Cobham  Hall, 
near  Rochefter,  the  right  hon.  John 
Bligh,  earl  of  Darnley. 

Aug.  2.  At  his  feat  at  Heytef- 
bury,  aged  72,  William  A'Court 
Afhe,  efq.  one  of  the  reprefenta- 
tives  in  parliament  for  that  bo- 
rough, a  general  in  the  army,  and 
colonel  of  the  1 1  th  regiment  of  in- 
fantry. 

27.   Sir  Thomas  Gooch,    bart. 

At  Eyre-Court,  in  Ireland,  the 
right  hon.  John  lord  Eyre. 

S(pt.  I.  At  Drefden,  his  ferene 
highnefs  prince  Charles,  brother  to 
the  elector  of  Saxony,  in  the  30th 
year  of  his  age. 

2.  Sir  Thomas  Mannoch,  bart. 

10.  Sir  Thomas  Gooch,  bart.  of 
Benacre-Hall,  in  the  county  of  Suf- 
folk. 

12.  At  Naples,  aged  30,  of  a 
dyfentery,  lord  Richard  Cavendifl:, 
zie;^t   brother   to  the   di;ke  of  De- 


vonniire,and  brother  to  the  dutchefs 
of  Portland. 

The  rev.  fir  Robert  Pynfent,  bart. 

16.  At  Briftol,  the  right  hon. 
Dorothy  cjuntefs  of  Harborough, 
lady  of  the  right  hon.  the  earl  of 
Harborough,  of  Stapleford,  Lei- 
ceilerfhire. 

21.  Sir  Laurence  Dundas,  bart. 

24.  Sir  Henry  Lawfon,   bart. 

The  right  hon.  lord  John  Pel- 
ham  Clinton,  2d  fon  of  the  duke 
of  Nevvcaftle,  member  for  Eaft  Ret- 
ford. 

28.  At  his  feat  at  St.  Ofyth,  in 
Eflex,  aged  64,  the  right  hon.  Wil- 
liam Henry  Nafl'au  de  Zuleitein, 
earl  of  Rochford,  vifcount  Tun- 
bridge,  knight  of  the  Garter,  one 
of  his  majefty's  privy  council. 

OB.  I.  Lord  Vera  Beauclerk. 

Right  hon.  lord  Chedworth. 

3.  The  right  hon.  William  lord 
Stourton. 

14.  Sir  Piercy  Brett,  knight,  ad- 
miral of  the  blue. 

15.  The  right  hon.  the  earl  of 
Kelly. 

16.  The  right  hon.  lord  Hawke, 
vice-admiral  of  Great  Britain,  and 
admiral  of  the  fleet. 

25.  Right  hon.  lady  Gray,  dow- 
ager countefs  of  Stamford. 

Nov.  ^.  At  Stapleford,  in  lei- 
cefterlhire,  the  right  hon.  lady  Do- 
rothy Sherrard,  only  daughterof  the 
earl  of  Harborough,  by  Dorothy, 
the  late  countefs. 

10.  Lieutenant  general  William- 
fon. 

Dec.  II.  The  right  hon.  Francis 
Dailiwood,  lord  LeDtfpencer,  pre- 
mier baron  of  England,  a  privy- 
counfellor,  lord  lieutenant  and  cu- 
ilus  rotulorum  of  Buckinghamfliire, 
joint  polthi after-general. 

22.  Righthon.ladyFrancesCon- 
inglby. 

The 
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Christenings  and  Burials,    from  December   10,    1780,    to  December  11,  17S1. 


Chriftened  /  ^^'"     ^774  \  ^j.^ied  4"  ^^'^'     ^°499  \  Tncreafed  in  the  Burials 


1,  Females  8252  J 

Died  under  a  Years  7083 

Between  2  and  5      2369 

5  and  10      882 

10  and  %o      725 


Male 
\  Females  10a  I 


20  and  30  -  15  8 1 
30  and  40  -  1640 
40  and  50  -  2021 
50  and  60  -  1649 


60  and  70  -  T391 
70  and  80  -  950 
80  and  90  -  394 
90  and  100  -     51 


this  Year  192. 


100  -  -  a 
102  -  -  I 
105  -  -  r 
ic'8  -  -  z 


A^s  of  Parliament pajjed  from  Nov. 
I,   1780,  to  July  18,    1781. 

An  a6V  for  farther  continuing  an 
aft,  made  in  the  17  th  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  prefent  majefty,  in- 
tituled, "  An  aft  to  impower  his 
majefty  tofecureand  detain  perfons 
charged  with,  or  fufpefted  of,  the 
■crime  of  high  treafon,  committed 
in  any  of  his  majefty's  colonies  or 
plantations  in  America,  or  on  the 
high  fe as,  or  the  crime  of  piracy." 

An  z.i\  to  extend  the  provilions 
contained  in  an  adl,  pafled  in  the 
laft  feffion  of  parliament,  intituled, 
*'  An  aft  to  prevent  any  mifchief  or 
inconvenience  which  may  arife  to 
flieriffs,  gaolers,  fuitors,  prifoners, 
or  others,  by  the  prifoners  in  feve- 
ral  gaols  in  the  counties  of  Mid- 
dlefex  and  Surrey,  and  the  city  of 
London,  having  been  fet  at  liberty 
during  the  late  tumults  and  infur- 
reftions,  to  perfons  arrefted  and 
bailed  fmce  the  deftruftion  of  the 
faid  gaols,  and  before  the  fame 
fhall  be  repaired,  or  other  prifons 
fubft;ituted  in  lieu  thereof." 

An  aft  for  the  better  fupply  of 
n.ariners  and  feamen,  to  ferve  in 
his  majefty's  fhips  of  war,  and  on 
board  merchant-fhips,  and  other 
trading  fhips  and  veflels. 

An  aft  for  extending  the  provi- 
fions  of  three  afts  made  in  the  18th, 
19th,  and  2Cth  years  of  his  pre- 
fent majefty's  reign,  with   refpeiS 


to  bringing  prize  goods  into  this 
kingdom,  to  prizes  taken  from  the 
States-general  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces ;  for  declaring  what  goods 
fhall  be  deemed  railitary  or  fhip 
fiores  ;  for  regulatingthe  fale  of,  and 
afcertaining  the  duties  upon  Eaft- 
India  goods,  condemned  as  prize 
in  the  port  of  London  ;  for  per- 
mitting the  purchafers  of  prize 
goods,  condemned  abroad,  to  im- 
port fuch  goods  into  this  kingdom,' 
under  the  like  regulations  and  ad- 
vantages as  are  granted  by  law  to  the 
captors  themfelves ;  and  for  redu- 
cing the  duties  on  foreign  prize  to- 
bacco. 

An  aft  for  farther  continuing  an 
a6t,  made  in  the  19th  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  prefent  majefty,  for 
allowing  the  importation  of  fine  or- 
ganzined  Italian  thrown  filk,  in  any 
Ihips,  or  veilels,  for  a  limited 
time. 

An  aft  for  raifing  a  certain  fum, 
by  way  of  annuities,  and  a  lot- 
tery; and  for  confolidating  certain 
annuities,  which  were  made  one 
joint  ftock,  by  an  aft  made  in  the 
fecond  year  of  the  reign  of  his  pre- 
fent majefty,  with  certain  annuitits 
confolidated  by  feveral  afts  made 
in  the  25th  and  26th  years  of  the 
reign  of  king  George  the  fecond, 
and  in  the  fifth  year  of  the  reign 
of  his  prefent  majefty. 

An  aft  for  the  encouragement  of 
feamen,  and  for  the  more  fpeedy 

and 
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and  efFedlual  manning  of  his  ma- 
jefty's  navy. 

An  aft  for  repealing  thedifcounts 
and  abatements  upon  certain  fo- 
reign goods,  and  for  granting  ad- 
ditional duties  upon  tobacco  and 
fugar,  imported  into  Great  Bri- 
tain. 

An  aft  for  granting  to  his  ma- 
jefty  an  additional  duty  upon  the 
produce  of  the  feveral  duties  un- 
der the  management  of  the  refpec- 
tive  commiflioners  of  the  excife  in 
Great  Britain. 

An  aft  for  keeping  the  militia 
forces  of  this  kingdom  complete, 
during  the  time  therein  mentioned  ; 
and  for  regulating  the  admiffidn  of 
fubftitutes  to  ferve  in  the  militia. 

An  aft  to  permit  the  importa- 
tion of  flax,  and  flax  feed,  into 
this  kingdom,  or  Ireland,  in  any 
Ihip  or  veflTel  belonging  to  any  king- 
dom or  flate  in  amity  with  his  ma- 
jefty,  navigated  with  foreign  ma- 
riners, during  the  prefent'  hofti- 
lities. 

An  aft  for  repealing  the  prefent 
duties  upon  paper,  pafteboards, 
millboards,  and  fcaleboards,  made 
in  Great  Britain  ;  and  for  grant- 
ing other  duties  in  lieu  thereof. 

An  aft  for  the  better  manage- 
ment and  coUeftion  of  the  duties 
upon  male  fervants,  granted  by  an 
aft  made  in  the  17th  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  prefent  majelty. 

An  aft  to  indemnify  fuch  per- 
fons  as  have  omitted  to  qualify 
themfelves  for  offices  and  employ- 
ments ;  and  to  indemnify  juftices 
of  the  peace,  or  others,  who  have 
omitted  to  regifter  or  deliver  in 
their  qualifications  within  the  time 
limited  by  law,  and  for  giving 
farther  time  for  thofe  purpofes,  &c. 
An  aft  to  permit  goods,  the  pro- 
duft  or  manufafture  of  certain  pla- 
ce* within  the  Levant,  or  Medi- 
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terranean  feas,  to  be  imported  into 
Great  Britain,  or  Ireland,  in  Bri- 
tifh  or  foreign  veflels,  from  any 
place  whatfoever,  and  for  laying 
a  duty  on  cotton,  and  cotton  wool, 
imported  into  this  kingdom,  in  fo- 
reign fliips  or  vefTels,  during  the 
prefent  hofliiities. 

An  aft  to  permit,  during  the  pre- 
fent hoftilities,  the  importation  of 
goods,  the  produce  of  the  planta- 
tions of  the  crown  of  Portugal,  in- 
to Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in 
Portuguefe  vefiels,  and  the  impor- 
tation of  certain  other  goods  there- 
in mentioned,  in  any  neutral  (hips 
and  veflels. 

An  aft  to  continue  feveral  laws 
relating  to  the  opening  and  efta- 
blifliing  certain  free  ports  in  the 
ifland  of  Jamaica;  to  the  allow- 
ing the  free  importation  of  fago- 
powder,  and  vermicelli,  from  his 
majefty's  colonies  in  North  Ame- 
rica ;  to  the  free  importation  of 
raw  hides  and  feins,  from  Ireland, 
and  the  Britifli  plantations  in  Ame- 
rica ;  to  the  allowing  the  exporta- 
tion of  provifions,  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandize,  to  certain  places 
in  North  America,  which  are,  or 
may,  be  under  the  proteftion  of 
his  majefty's  arms,  and  from  fuch 
places  to  Great  Britain,  and  other 
parts  of  his  majeiiy's  dominions, 
&c. 

An  aft  for  preventing  certain 
abufes  and  profanations  on  the 
Lord's  day,    called  Sunday. 

An  aft  for  continuing  and  amend- 
ing an  aft,  made  in  the  laft  feilion 
of  parliament,  intituled,  "  An  aft 
for  appointing  and  enabling  com- 
milfioners  to  examine,  take,  and 
flate  the  public  accounts  of  the 
kingdom  ;  and  to  report  what  ba- 
lances are  in  the  hands  of  account- 
ants which  may  be  applied  to  the 
public   fervice,    and  what  defefts 
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there  are  in  the  prefent  mode  of 
reviewing,  colledting,  ifTuing,  and 
accounting  for  public  money,  and 
in  what  more  expeditious  and  ef- 
feftual,  and  lefs  expenfive  manner, 
the  faid  fervice  ean,  in  future,  be 
regulated  and  carried  on  for  the 
benefit  of  the  public." 

An  aft  to  direft  the  payment  in- 
to the  Exchequer,  of  the  refpec- 
tive  balances  remaining  in  the 
hands  of  the  feveral  perfons  there- 
in named,  for  the  ufe  and  benefit 
of  the  public,  and  for  indemnify- 
ing the  faid  refpedive  perfons  and 
their  reprefentatives,  in  refpeft  of 
fuch  payments,  and  againfl:  all  fu- 
ture claims  relating  thereto,  and 
for  other  purpofes  therein  men- 
tioned. 

An  aft  for  granting  to  his  ma- 
jefty  an  additional  duty  upon  al- 
manacks, printed  on  one  fide,  of 
any  one  llieet,  or  piece  of  pa- 
per ;  and  for  allowing  a  certain 
annual  fum  out  of  the  faid  duty  to 
each  of  the  Univerfities  of  Oxford 
and  Cambridge,  in  lieu  of  the 
money  heretofore  paid  to  the  faid 
Univerfities  by  the  company  of 
ftationers  of  the  city  of  London, 
for  the  privilege  of  printing  al- 
manacks. 

An  aft  for  continuing  the  en- 
couragement and  reward  of  perfons 
making  certain  difcoveries  for  find- 
ing the  longitude  at  fea,  or  making 
other  ufeful  difcoveries  and  im- 
provements in  navigation,  and  for 
making  experiments  relating  there- 
to. 

An  aft  to  render  valid,  certain 
marriages  folemnized  in  certain 
churches  and  public  chapels,  in 
irt'hich  banns  had  not  ufually  been 


publifhed  before,  or  at  the  time 
of  pafTing  an  aft,  made  in  the  26th 
year  of  king  George  the  Second,  in- 
tituled, "  An  aft  for  the  better 
preventing  of  clandeftine  marri- 
ages." 

An  aft  for  eftablifhing  an  agree- 
ment with  the  united  company  of 
merchants  trading  to  the  Eaft  Indies, 
for  the  payment  of  the  fum  of  four 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  public,  in  full  difcharge 
and  fatisfaftion  of  all  claims  and 
demands  of  the  public,  &c.  and 
for  granting  to  the  faid  company, 
for  a  farther  term,  the  fole  and  ex- 
clufive  trade  to  and  from  the  Eaft 
Indies  ;  and  for  eflablifhing  cer- 
tain regulations  for  the  better  ma- 
nagement of  the  affairs  of  the  faid 
company,  as  well  in  India  as  ire 
Europe,  and  the  recruiting  the  mi- 
litary forces  of  the  faid  company. 

An  aft  for  the  difcharge  of  cer- 
tain infolvent  debtors. 

An  aft  to  explain  and  amend  fo 
much  of  an  aft,  made  in  the  13th 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent 
majefly,  intituled,  "  An  aft  for 
eflablifhing  certain  regulations  for 
the  better  management  of  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Eafl  India  company, 
as  well  in  India  as  in  Europe,  as 
relates  to  the  adminifiration  of  ju- 
ftice  in  Bengal,  and  for  the  relief 
of  certain  perfons  imprifoned  at 
Calcutta,  in  Bengal,  under  a  judg- 
ment of  the  fupreme  court  of  judi- 
cature ;  and  alfo  for  indemnifying 
the  governor-general  and  council 
of  Bengal,  and  all  ofHcers  who  have 
afted  under  tlieir  orders  or  autho- 
rity, in  the  refiftance  made  to  the 
procefs  of  the  fupreme  court,'* 
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His  Majejys  Speech  to  hoth  Houfes  of  Parliameut,  Nov.  1,   1780. 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

IT  is  with  more  than  ordinary 
fatisfadlion  that  I  meet  you  in 
parliament,  at  a  time  when  the  late 
eleftions  may  afFord  me  an  oppor- 
tunity of  receiving  the  moft  cer- 
tain information  of  the  difpofition 
and  the  wifhes  of  my  people,  to 
which  I  am  always  inclined  to  pay 
the  utmoft  attention  and  regard. 

The  prefent  arduous  fituation  of 
public  affairs  is  well  known  :  the 
whole  force  and  faculties  of  the  mo- 
narchies of  France  and  Spain  are 
drawn  forth,  and  exerted  to  the 
utmoft,  to  fupport  the  rebellion  of 
my  colonies  in  l-^'orth  America, 
and,  without  the  leaft  provocation 
or  caufe  of  complaint,  to  attack 
mv  dominions ;  and  the  undifguifed 
objeft  of  this  confederacy  manifell- 
ly  is  to  gratify  boundlefs  ambition, 
by  deftroying  the  commerce,  and 
giving  a  fatal  blow  to  the  power  of 
Great  Britain. 

By  the  force  which  the  late  par- 
liament put  into  my  hands,  and  by 
the  bleffing  of  Divine  Providence 
on  the  bravery  of  my  fleets  and  ar- 
mies, 1  have  been  enabled  to  with- 
ftand  the  formidable  attempts  of 
my  enemies,  and  to  fruftrate  the 
great  expedations  they  had  form- 
ed ;  and  the  fignal  fuccefles  which 
have  attended  the  progrefs  of  my 
arms  in  the  provinces  of  Georgia 


and  Carolina,  gained  with  fo  much 
honour  to  the  condufl  and  courage 
of  my  officers,  and  to  the  valour 
and  intrepidity  of  my  troops,  which 
have  equalled  their  higheft  cha- 
racter in  any  age,  will,  I  truft, 
have  important  confequences  in 
bringing  the  war  to  a  happy  con- 
clufion  It  is  my  moil  earneft  de- 
fire  to  fee  this  great  end  accom- 
plifhed  ;  but  I  am  confident  you 
will  agree  with  me  in  opinion,  that 
we  can  only  fecure  fafe  and  honour- 
able terms  of  peace  by  fuch  power- 
ful and  refpectable  preparations,  as 
fhall  convince  our  enemies  that  we 
will  not  fubmit  to  receive  the  law 
from  any  powers  whatfbever ;  and 
that  we  are  united  in  a  firm  refo- 
lution  to  decline  no  difficulty  or 
hazard,  in  the  defence  of  our  coun- 
try, and  for  the  prefervation  of  our 
cfiential  interefts. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, 
I  have  ordered  the  eftimates  for 
the  enfuing  year  to  be  laid  before 
you.  I  fee,  and  feel,  with  great 
anxiety  and  concern,  that  the  va- 
rious fervices  of  the  war  muft,  un- 
avoidably, be  attended  with  great 
and  heavy  expences  ;  but  I  defire 
you  to  grant  me  fuch  fupplies  only, 
as  your  own  fecurity  and  lalling 
welfare,  and  the  exigency  of  affairs 
ihall  be  found  to  require. 

My 
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My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
1  repofe  an  entire  confidence  in 
the  zeal  and  affeftions  of  this  par- 
liament, confcious  that,  during  the 
whole  courfe  of  my  reign,  it  has 
been  the  conflant  object  of  my  care, 
and  the  wifh  of  my  heart,  to  pro- 
mote the  true  interefts  and  happi- 
nefs  of  all  my  fubjeifts,  and  to  pre- 
ferve  inviolate  our  excellent  conlli- 
tution  in  church  and  ftate. 


The  Addrrfs  of  the  Lords  Spiritual 
and  Temporal^  in  Parliament  af- 
fembled,  to  his  Majejty, 

Die  Mercurii,   \'^  Novemhris,   17 So. 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

WE  your  majefty's  moft  du- 
tiful and  loyal  fubjefts,  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  in 
parliament  alTembled,  beg  leave  to 
return  your  Majelly  our  moft  hum- 
ble thanks  for  your  moft  gracious 
fpeech  from  the  throne. 

Permit  us  to  offer  to  your  Ma- 
jefty  our  moft  dutiful  congratula- 
tions on  the  birth  of  another  prince, 
and  the  happy  recovery  of  the 
Queen,  and  to  affure  your  Majefty, 
that  every  addition  to  your  Maje- 
fty's domeftic  happinefs  muft  al- 
ways afford  the  higheft  fatisfadion 
to  your  faithful  fubjefts. 

In  the  prefent  arduous  fituation 
of  public  affairs,  we  think  it  an 
indifpenfable  part  of  our  duty  to 
make  thofe  fpirited  and  vigorous 
exertions  which  fuch  a  conjunfture 
demands ;  and  we  beg  leave  to  af- 
fure your  Majefty,  that  we  are 
united  in  a  firm  refolution  to  de- 
cline no  difficulty  or  hazard,  in  the 
defence  of  our  country,  and  for  the 
prefervation  of  our  eftential  inte- 
refts. 

1781* 


It  is  with  jnft  and  heart  felt  in- 
dignation, that  we  fee  the  monar" 
chies  of  France  and  Spain  leagued 
in  confederacy  to  fupport  the  re- 
bellion in  your  Majefty's  colonies 
in  North  America,  and  employing 
the  whole  force  of  thofe  kingdoms 
in  the  profecution  of  a  war  waged 
in  violation  of  all  public  faith,  and 
for  the  fole  purpofe  of  gratifying 
boundlefs  ambition,  by  deftroying 
the  commerce,  and  giving  a  fatal 
blow  to  the  power  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. 

We  have  feen  with  great  fatls- 
fadion,  that  the  force  which  with 
juft  confidence  was  entrull:cd  to 
your  Majefty  by  Parliament,  has, 
by  the  blefling  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence on  the  bravery  of  your  fleets 
and  armies,  enabled  your  Majefty 
to  withftand  the  formidable  at- 
tempts of  your  enemies,  and  to 
fruftrate  the  great  expeftations  they 
had  conceived  ;  and  we  hope  and 
truft  that  the  fuccefs  of  your  Ma- 
jefty's arms  in  Georgia  and  Caro- 
lina, gained  with  fo  much  honour 
to  the  condudt  and  courage  of  your 
Majefty's  oflicers,  and  to  the  va- 
lour and  intrepidity  of  your  troops, 
will  have  the  moft  important  con- 
fequences  ;  and  that  fuch  fignal 
events,  followed  by  thofe  vigorous 
meafures  which  your  Majelty  re- 
commends, and  in  which  we  are 
determined  to  concur,  will  difap- 
point  all  the  views  of  our  enemies, 
and  reftore  the  bleflings  of  a  faf* 
and  honourable  peace. 

We  are  fatisfied  that  thd  only 
way  to  accomplifti  this  great  end 
which  your  Majefty  fo  earneftly  de- 
fires,  is  to  make  fuch  powerful  and 
refpeftable  preparation?,  as  ftiall 
convince  our  enemies  that  we  wilj 
not  fubmit  to  receive  the  law  from 
any  powers  whatever  ;  but  with 
(H)  that 
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that  fpirit  and  refolution  which  be- 
come us,  will  maintain  the  cfTential 
rights,  honour,  and  dignity  of  Great 
Britain. 

We  have  a  deep  and  moft  grate- 
ful fenfe  of  the  conftant  folicitude 
your  Majelty  (hews  to  promote  the 
true  interefts  and  happinefs  of  all 
your  fubje(!l?,  and  to  preferve  in- 
violate our  excellent  conllitution  in 
church  and  Hate,  And  we  beg 
leave  humbly  to  affure  your  IVIa- 
jeily,  that  it  fhall  be  our  earneft 
endeavour  to  juftify  and  deferve  the 
confidence  which  your  Majelty  fo 
gracioufiy  places  in  our  affedion, 
duty,  and  zeal. 


His  MajeJJys  A-nf-Mcr, 

My  Lords, 

I  Thank  you  heartily  for  this  very 
loyal  and  dutiful  addrefs. 

The  joy  you  exprefs  in  the  in- 
creafe  of  my  family,  and  in  the 
happy  recovery  of  the  Queen,  is 
extremely  agreeable  to  me. 

Your  wife  and  fpirited  refolu- 
tlons  to  profecute  the  war  with  vi- 
gour, and  to  maintain,  at  every 
hazard,  the  effential  intercfcs,  dig- 
nity, and  honour  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, give  me  the  highell  fatisfac- 
tion,  and  muft  be  produdlive  of  the 
moft  falutary  eftefts  both  at  home 
and  abroad. 


Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Coimno'iis  to 
his  Majejty. 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

'E  your  Majefty's  moft  du- 
tiful and  loyal  fubjefts,  the 
Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  Par- 
liament flilcmbled,  return  your  Ma- 
jefiy  the  thanks  of  this  houfe,   for 


your  moft  gracious  fpecch  from  the 
throne. 

We  beg  leave  to  congratulate 
your  Majefty  upon  the  fafe  delivery 
of  the  Qneen,  and  the  birth  of  an- 
other prince  ; .  and  to  affure  your 
Majefty,  that  we  take  a  fincere 
part  in  every  event  that  contributes 
to  your  Majefly's  domellic  happi- 
nefs. 

We  acknowledge,  with  the  ut- 
moft  gratitude,  your  Majefty's  con- 
defcending  goodnefs,  in  your  defire 
to  meet  your  Parliament  at  this 
time,  and  your  gracious  expreffions 
of  attention  and  regard  to  the  difpo- 
fttion  and  wnfnes  of  your  people. 

We  are  impreffed  with  a  due 
fenfe  of  the  difticulties  of  the  prefent 
arduous  conjuncture, when  the  whole 
force  bf  France  and  Spain  is  com- 
bined and  exerted  to  fupport  the  re- 
bellion in  your  Majefty's  colonies, 
and  to  attack  all  the  dominions  ot 
your  crown  ;  and  when  it  is  but  too 
manifeft  to  all  the  world,  that  the 
real  views  of  this  moft  unjuft  con- 
federacy are  to  give  a  fatal  blow  to 
the  commerce  and  power  of  Great 
Britain,  in  refentment  for  the  fuc- 
cefsful  efforts  vv'hich  this  nation  has 
fo  often  made,  to  fave  the  liberties 
of  Europe  from  the  ambition  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon. 

We  have  obferved  with  great  and 
juft  fatisfadion,  that  your  Majefty, 
by  the  fupport  of  your  Parliament, 
and  the  fpirit  and  bravery  of  your 
fleets  and  armies,  has,  under  the 
divine  protecStion,  been  enabled  to 
withftand  the  formidable  attempts  of 
your  enem.ies ;  and  we  offer  our 
m.oft  cordial  congratulations  to  your 
Majefty  on  the  fignal  fuccefies  which 
have  attended  the  progrefs  of  your 
Ivlajefty's  arms  in  the  provinces  of 
Georgia  and  Carolina,  and  in 
which  the  conduct  and  courage  of 
your  Majefty's  ofHccrs,  and  the  va- 
lour 
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lour  and  intrepidity  of  your  troops, 
have  been  fo  eminently  diftinguifli- 
ed. 

We  confider  your  Majelly's  ear- 
ned dclire  and  folicitude  to  fee  the 
war  brought  to  a  happy  conclulion, 
as  the  llrongcll:  proof  of  your  pa- 
ternal regard  for  your  people  :  but 
we  entirely  agree  with  your  Majefty, 
that  fafe  and  honourable  terms  of 
peace  can  only  be  fee u red  by  fuch 
powerful  preparations  and  vigorous 
exertions  as  fliall  convince  our 
enemies,  that  your  Majelly  and  your 
Parliament  are  united  in  a  firm  and 
fledfall  refolution  to  decline  no  dif- 
ficulty or  danger  in  the  defence  of 
their  country,  and  for  the  main- 
tenance of  their  eflential  intereib. 

We  are  thoroughly  fenhblc  that 
thefe  ends  cannot  be  effected  with- 
out great  and  heavy  expences  ;  and 
we  will  grant  your  Majefty  fuch 
fupplies  as  the  lafting  fecurity  and 
welfare  of  your  kingdoms,  and  the 
exigency  of  affairs,  fliall  be  found 
to  require. 

Your  Majefty  may  rely,  with  en- 
tire confidence,  on  the  moft  zealous 
and  affectionate  attachment  of  your 
faithful  Commons  to  your  perfon, 
family,  and  government  ;  and  we 
acknowledge,  with  the  livelieft  fen- 
timents  of  reverence  and  gratitude, 
that  the  conftant  tenor  of  your  Ma- 
jefty's  conduft  ihcw^s,  that  the  fole 
obiefts  of  your  royal  care  and  con- 
cern are  to  promote  the  happinefs 
of  your  people,  and  to  preferve  in- 
violate our  excellent  conftitution  in 
church  and  ftate. 


His  Mnjcjly's  Anfvjcr. 

Gentlemen, 

I  Thank  you  for  this  very  dutiful 
addrefs. 


V  I  receive  your  congratulations  on 
the  increafe  of  my  family,  and  on 
the  happy  recovery  of  the.  Queen, 
as  a  mark  of  your  loyalty  and  af- 
fection. 

I  have  a  firm  confidence  that  the 
fupport  of  my  faithful  Commons, 
and  the  fpirit  of  my  brave  people, 
engaged  in  a  jull  caufe,  and 
fighting  for  their  country  and  their 
eilential  interefts,  will,  in  the  end, 
enable  me  to  furmount  all  diilicul- 
ties,  and  to  attain  the  object  of  all 
ray  meafures  and  all  my  exertions, 
a  fafe  and  honourable  peace. 


Addrefs  of  the  Archbljhop^  BifJjops^ 
and  Clergy  of  the  Province  of  Can- 
terbury^  in  convocation  ajfcmhlcdt 
pre  fen  ted  to  his  Ma'jejly  on  the  i^^tb 
of  November^  1780. 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

W'E  your  Majefty's  moft  du- 
tiful and  loyal  fubjeds,  the 
Archbilhop,  Bifhops,  and  Clergy  of 
the  Province  of  Canterbury,  in 
convocation  alTembled,  humbly  beg 
leave  to  approach  your  throne,  and 
with  the  deepelt  fenfe  of  gratitude 
for  the  protection  we  continue  to 
enjoy  under  your  Majeity's  reign, 
to  ofter  our  unfeigned  congratula- 
tions on  the  farther  fecurity  of  your 
Majefty's  iiluftrious  houfe,  by  the 
birth  of  another  prince,  and  on  the 
happy  recovery  of  our  gracious 
Queen,  the  patronefs  of  religion  and 
virtue. 

We  are,  on  this  occafion,  par- 
ticularly obliged  to  acknowledge  and 
admire  a  late  i^ftance  of  your 
Majefty's  attention  to  the  interefts 
of  Chriftianity,  in  your  royal  muni- 
ficence to  the  pious  defigns  ot  the 
Society  for  the  Propagation  of  th© 
Gofpcl  in  Foreign  Parts,  erefted  by 
(H  2)  a  char- 
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a  charter  of  your  glorious  prcde- 
ceiFor  Kino;  VVillium,  and  now  re- 
ftored  to  its  former  adivity,  by  the 
liberal  contributions  of  your  fub- 
jefts,  encouraged  by  your  Majefty's 
example. 

Atnidft  all  the  proteflion  and  fa- 
V'our  we  derive  from  the  goodnefs 
cf  your  Majefty's  heart,  we  lament 
the  neceffity  of  confefling,  that  the 
licentioufnefs  of  the  times  conti- 
nues t)  counteraft  your  paternal 
care  for  the  ftate  of  national  reli- 
gion. Bad  men  and  bad  books  are 
the  produce  of  all  times  ;  but  we 
obferve  with  particular  regret,  that 
the  wickednefs  of  the  age  hath  of 
late  been  direftly  pointed  at  the 
fences  of  piety  and  virtue,  efla- 
bliftied  by  God  himfelf,  and  appa- 
rently fecured  by  law. 

The  open  violation  of  the  Lord's 
Day,  and  the  invitations  of  men 
to  defert  the  religious  duties  of  that 
day  for  amufements,  frivolous  at 
bell,  appears  to  call  for  the  aid  of 
the  civil  magiftrate,  to  check  the 
progrefs  of  an  evil  fo  dangerous 
both  to  church  and  ftate,  by  fup- 
preffing,  on  the  Lord's  Day,  places 
of  refort  for  pleafure,  where  the 
interpofition  of  the  minifters  of  re- 
ligion is  impradlicable.  We  hum- 
bly afTure  your  Majefty,  that  fo  far 
as  any  exertions  of  our's  can  reach, 
we  fhall  not  fail  to  admonifh  and 
rebuke,  both  by  word  and  ex- 
ample. 

We  have  the  comfortable  hope, 
Sir,  that  it  will  appear  to  your  Ma- 
jefty, that  Popery  is  lefs  prevalent 
than  it  has  been  in  this  part  of  your 
dominions.  -  We  are  too  zealoufly 
attached  to  Proteftantifm  not  to  op- 
pofe  fhe  errors  of  the  church  of 
Kome,  as  well  in  controverfial  at- 
iacks,   as   in   the  more  fuccefsful 


way  of  teaching  the  doctrines  of 
our  apoftolical  church  ;  adhering, 
at  the  fame  time,  invariably  to  the 
principles  of  the  Reformation,which 
direft  us  to  oppofe  error  of  every 
kind,  by  argument  and  perfualion, 
and  to  difevow  all  violence  in  the 
caufe  of  religion. 

May  Almighty  God,  who,  for 
our  fins,  hath  permitted  your  Ma- 
jelly  to  be  involved  in  a  war,  juft, 
indeed,  and  necefl'ary,  but,  in  its 
own  nature,  produftive  of  much  ca- 
lamity, blefs  your  Majefty's  efforts 
with  decifive  fuccefs ! 

It  becomes  us,  as  minifters  of  the 
Gofpel,  to  praife  God  for  every 
vidlory  which  has  a  tendency  to  the 
blefiings  of  peace  ;  and  whenever 
it  fhall  pleafe  his  infinite  wifdom 
to  reftore  them  to  this  nation,  we 
fhall  farther  befeech  him  to  grant 
to  your  Majefty  the  full  enjoyment 
of  thofe  bleffings  for  many  years, 
in  the  profperity  and  unanimous 
loyalty  of  your  fubjedts. 


His  Majefty's  Anfwer. 

Thank  you  for  your  congratula- 
tions on  the  increafe  of  my  fa- 
mily, and  the  happy  recovery  of 
the  Queen. 

I  hear  with  pleafure  the  zeal  you 
exprefs  for  the  interefts  of  our  holy 
religion  ;  and  1  fliall  continue  to 
make  it  my  conftant  endeavour  to 
fupport  them  upon  the  principles 
of  the  Reformation,  againft  the  in- 
croachments  of  licentioufnefs  or  fu- 
perftition. 

Trufting  to  the  juftice  of  my 
caufe,  I  rely  on  the  continuance  of 
the  blelTings  of  Providence  on  my 
endeavours  to  reftore  to  my  people 
a  fafe  and  honourable  peace. 

L  O  R  D  S* 
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LORDS'  PROTEST. 

pie  Jovis  2  5  «  Jarmarii,   1 7  8 1 . 

It  was  moved,  that  the  motion 
for  an  adJrefs  be  poftponed,  in  or- 
der that  the  houib  may  take  into 
conhileration  another  motion  '  for 
an  addrefs  to  his  majefty,  that  he 
would  be  j^racioully  pleafed  to  give 
orders,  that  there  be  forthwith  laid 
before  this  houfe,  copies  of  all  the 
treaties  lately  fubfifting  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  ftates  of  the 
Seven  United  Provinces,  andalfo  of 
the  correfpondcnce  between  his 
majef^y's  minifters  and  his  late  am- 
balfador  at  the  Hague,  and  of  all 
memorials,  requiluions,  manifeftos, 
anfwers,  and  other  papers  which 
have  paffed  between  the  two  courts, 
as  far  as  they  relate  in  any  refpe6l 
to  the  prefent  rupture,  or  to  any 
mifunderflanding  or  complaints 
which  have  exifted  between  the  two 
nations  fmce  the  commencement  of 
hoftiliries  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  provinces  of  North  America. 

Which  being  objefted  to,  after 
\ong  debate,  the  queltion  was  put, 
whether  to  agree  to  the  faid  mo- 
tion ? 

It  was  refolved  in  the  negative. 
Contents  19  ? 

Proxies  o  )      ^ 

Non-contents     68  }    o 

Proxies  16  C    ''t 

4 
Diffentient, 

1  ft.  Becaufe  we  cannot  confent  to 
involve  this  and  other  nations  in  all 
the  horrors  of  war,  but  upon  the 
clcareft  proofs  both  of  juftice  and 
neceflity  ;  and  it  would  be  peculi- 
arly inconfiftent  with  our  public 
trull,  without  fuch  evidcn-ce,  to 
give  a  parliamentary  fanftion  to  a 
war  againil:  the  ancient  and  natural 
allies  oi  this  nation. 

It  is  on  the  juftice  of  our  caufe, 
and  on  the  abfolute  Beceifuy  of  pro- 


ceeding tofuch  extremities,  that  we 
mil  ft  be  anfwerable  to  God  and  our 
confciences  for  a  meafure,  which  ne- 
cefTarily  plunges  millions  ot  inno- 
,  cent  people  in  the  utmoft  diftrefs 
and  mifery.  It  is  on  this  founda- 
tion alone  that  we  can  with  confi- 
dence pray  for  fuccefs,  or  hope  for 
the  protctStionof  Providence. 

We  conceive  that  a  careiul,  and 
above  all,  an  impartial  examination 
of  the  correfpondence  between  his 
majefty's  minifters  and  his  late  am- 
baffador  at  the  Hague,  and  of  ail 
the  memorials,  complainrs,  requi- 
fitions,  manifeftos,  anfwers,  and 
other  papers  Vv'hich  have  paflcd  be- 
tween the  two  courts,  as  far  as  they 
relate  in  any  refpeft  to  the  prefent 
rupture,  is  indifpenfable  to  warrant 
parliament  in  pronouncuig  whether 
the  hoftilities  which  his  Majefty  has 
authorifed  his  fubjefts  to  commence 
againft  thofe  of  the  Seven  United 
Provinces  are,  or  are  not,  founded 
in  julHce,  and  confequently  before 
they  can  with  propriety  offer  to  his 
majefty  any  advice,  or  promife  him 
any  affiftance,  in  the  prefent  con- 
junAure. 

The  fudden  attack  which  the  mi» 
nifters  have  advifed  his  Majefty  to^ 
begin  againft  the  property  of  our 
neighbours,  failing  in  full  confidence 
of  peace  and  of  their  alliance  with 
this  nation,  made  without  allowing 
the  ufual  time  ftipulated  by  treaties, 
even  between  enemies,  forfecuring 
the  property  of  unfufpeiSting  indi- 
viduals in  cafe  of  a  fudden  rupture, 
is  a  proceeding  which,  till  explain- 
ed, muft  appear  unwarranted  by 
the  law  of  nations,  and  contrary  to 
good  faith  ;  nor  can  we,  upon  the 
bare  recommendation  of  minifters, 
approve  of  fuch  a  conduft,  or  de- 
termine upon  the  nice  conftru^lion 
of  treaties  and  reciprocal  cbliga» 
tions,  without  fo  much  as  hearini^ 
(H  3)  wha; 
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what  our  late  allies  and  friends  have 
on  their  fide  to  allege. 

But  the  influence  of  his  Majefty's 
minillers  in  parliament  his  been 
fuch,  as  to  obtain  not  only  the  re- 
jedion  of  a  motion  which  has  been 
made  for  this  necefiary  information, 
but  alfo  to  induce  this  great  coun- 
cil of  the  nation,  on  a  matter  deep- 
ly afFedling  their  moil:  important  in- 
terefts,  to  give  a  folemn  opinion, 
without  any  knowledge  of  the  fafts 
on  which  they  have  pronounced, 
with  fo  blindfold  a  compliance  to 
the  will  of  the  court. 

2dly,  Eecaufe,  however  fufficient 
the  reafon  of  juftice  ought  to  be, 
that  of  expediency  may  perhaps  be 
more  prevalent,  and  is  not  wanting 
on  this  occafion. 

It  has  been  the  uniform  and  ap- 
proved policy  of  our  ablell  ftatef- 
men,  for  near  a  century,  to  form 
alliances,  and  to  unite  with  the 
powers  on  the  continent  to  refiii  the 
ambitious  attempts  of  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon.  The  Proteftant  republic 
of  Holland,  from  the  freedom  of 
its  conllitution  and  fentiment,  as 
well  as  from  its  religion,  has  ever 
b'een  deemed  a  valuable  fupport  of 
the  liberties  of  Europe.  Twice  have 
they  been  on  the  very  verge  of  fall- 
ing a  facri.fice  to  France  in  this 
caufe,  and  v^^e  can  never  believe 
that  their  old  affeftion  to  Great 
Britain  can  have  been  alienated, 
much  lefs  that  a  direct  rupture  with 
them  can  have  become  necefiary  on 
our  part,  without  grofs  mifmanage- 
ment  in  our  councils.  We  cannot 
but  form  the  moft  ferious  appre- 
henfions  at  feeing  the  three  great 
Proteftant  and  i'ree  countries  of 
Great  Britain,  North  America,  and 
Holland,  fo  weakening  each  other 
by  war,  as  to  become  an  eafy  prey 
\o  the  ancient  enemy  of  them  all, 
whenever  flie  fhall  pkafe  to  turn 
her  arms  againll  thtm. 


We  are  not  infenfible  of  the  dl- 
Hrefsful  fituation,  with  refpeft  to 
the  armed  neutral  powers,  into 
which  we  have  been  led,  ftep  by 
flep,  by  the  unfortunate  American 
war  ;  but  as  we  are  convinced  that 
wicked  and  weak  councils  have 
been  the  fole  caufe  of  that  unhappy 
contell,  fo  we  are  perfuaded  that 
honeil  and  able  miniftcrs  might 
have  prevented  this,  amongft  fome 
of  its  wretched  confequences. 

But  whilll  the  fame  meafures, 
which  have  caufed  our  unexampled 
calamities,  continue  to  be  purfued 
and  cheriflied ;  whilft  a  fyflem  of 
corruption  prevails,  which  muft  ex- 
clude both  ability  and  integrity 
from  our  councils  ;  whilft  every  in- 
tercft  of  the  ilate  is  facrinced  to  its 
fupport,  and  every  attempt  at  re- 
formation rejedled,  our  condition 
can  change  but  from  bad  to  worfe. 

It  is  not  for  us  to  pretend  to  fore- 
tell events,  which  are  in  the  hands 
of  Providence  ;  but  if  caufes  are 
fufFered  to  produce  their  natural 
confequences,  we  cannot  but  ap- 
prehend, from  the  prefent  condud: 
of  our  afrairs,  every  danger  to  this 
country,  both  foreign  and  domeftic, 
to  which  a  nation  can  be  expofed. 
Richmond,  Rockingham, 
Portland,  Devonshire, 

FiTzwiLLiAM,     Pembroke, 
Har||dut,  Coventry, 

FtKRERS. 

SECOND  PROTEST. 
DifTentient, 
For  the  above  reafons,  and  for 
th.-it,  inftead  of  being  convinced  of 
the  juftice,  neceflity,  or  policy,  of 
a  war  with  HoUa.-id,  as  we  ought 
to  be,  before  we  give  our  fitnction 
to  that  meafure,  it  appears  to  us, 
as  far  as  the  information  we  -poffefi 
enables  us,  to  be  equally  contrary 
to  the  interefts  of  both  countries, 
and  to  the  inclinations  of  all  whofe 
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inclinations  ought  to  influence  the 
councils  of  either.  Of  fuch  incli- 
nations, in  many  refpedablc  mem- 
bers of  the  Dutch  government,  we 
thought  we  faw,  and  we  faw  it  with 
pleafure,  a  fufficient  indication  to 
encourage  us  to  hope,  that  it  is  not 
yet  too  late  to  open  a  negociation, 
by  which,  if  conduced  with  the 
temper,  and  in  the  language  of 
conciliation,  we  may  avert  the  evils 
which  the  continuance  of  this  un- 
natural war  cannot  fail  to  produce. 

With  this  view,  it  was  recom- 
mended in  the  debates,  with  the 
earneftnefs  and  feiioufnefs  fuitable 
to  the  occafion,  not  to  Icfe  an  hour 
in  propofing  a  cefTation  of  holti- 
lities  with  Holland,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  meeting  and  cultivating  a 
friendly  difpofition,  of  reconciling 
commercial  differences,  and  for  re- 
Itoring  that  union  of  political  in- 
terefls  which  has  been  hitherto 
thought  fundamentally  neccffary  to 
the  prefervation  of  the  Proteliant 
religion,  and  of  the  liberties  of  Eu- 
rope. The  inattention  of  his  Ma- 
jelly's  minillers  to  fuch  a  propofi- 
lion,  in  the  actual  circumftances  of 
this  country,  their  difinclination  to 
the  objects  of  it,  fo  plainly  mani- 
felled  by  the  unprecedented  coniif- 
cations  intended  by  their  procla- 
mation of  the  20th  of  December 
laft,  the  lofs  of  fo  valuable  an  ally, 
the  acceliion  of  fo  coniiderable  a 
force  to  the  formidable  powers  an- 
tecedently combined  againft  us,  and 
the  juil  grounds  it  affords  to  appre- 
hend the  accefiion  of  other  powers 
to  that  combination,  leave  us  no 
other  part  to  take,  as  members  of 
this  houfe,  after  having  Hated  our 
ideas  of  the  extent  of  lue  danger, 
and  fuggefled  what  v/e  conceive  to 
be  the  beil  and  only  remedy,  than 
to  enter  ou^  folemn  proteft  to  ex- 
culpate ourfelves  from  being  accef- 


fary  to  that  accumulation  of  evils, 
which  we  forefee,   and  think  might 
be,  but  will  not  be  prevented, 
Wycombe,        Portland, 
Camden,  Rockincham, 

Richmond,      Fit/.v/illi  a  m, 
Fekrers,  Pembroke*. 

LORDS  PROTEST,  March  zi . 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read 
for  the  third  reading  of  the  bill, 
entitled,  "  An  aft  forraifing  a  cer, 
tain  fum  of  money  by  way  of  an- 
nuities, and  a  lottery  ;  andforcon- 
folidating  certain  annuities  which 
were  made  one  joint  flock,  by  an 
acl  made  in  the  fecond  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  with 
certain  annuities  confoJidated  by 
feveral  afts  made  in  the  twenty-fifth 
and  twenty-fixth  years  of  the  reign 
of  king  George  \l.  and  in  the  fifth 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent 
Majelly." 

Moved,  "  That  the  faid  bill  be 
now  read  a  third  time."  Which 
being  objefted  to,  after  debate  the 
queftion  was  put  thereupon  ;  and  it 
was  refo'ved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  faid  bill  was  then  accord- 
ingly read  a  third  time.  Theque- 
llion  was  put,  that  the  faid  bill  do 
now  pafs :  it  was  refolved  ia  the 
afiinnative. 

Diffentient, 

"  Becaufe  when  a  bargain  im- 
provident in  its  terms,  corrupt  in 
its  operation,  and  partial  in  its  di- 
Jlributions,  is  negociated  by  a  mi  • 
niiler  acting  for  the  public,  its  hav- 
ing paffed  through  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  can  be  no  reafon  for  its 
pafling  without  obfervation  through 
the  Houfe  of  Lords.  Without  wav- 
ing our  undoubted  right  of  giving 

*  The  divifion  did  not  take  phice  till 
Iv-ilf  after  one  in  the  morning,  nor  did  the 
houfe  rife  till  pr.fl  two. 

(H  4)  a  ne* 
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a  negative  to  this  or  any  other  bill, 
we  refpcft  the  principle  of  public 
credit  too  fn.uch  to  attempt,  at  this 
junfture,  to  exercife  that  right, 
though  if  we  looked  only  at  the 
jenormity  of  the  abufe,  the  moll  di- 
reO.  oppofition  never  could  be  more 
properly  called  for. 

f"  Tvventy-one  millions  are  added 
to  the  capital  of  the  debt  for  a  loan 
of  twelve  ;  five  and  a  half  per  cent, 
perpetual  annuity  is  granted  ;  fix 
hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds 
are  to  be  levied  in  the  yearly  taxes 
upon  the  people.  In  fuch  a  fitua- 
tion  the  moll  rigid  csconomy  ought 
to  have  been  ufed,  and  the  pre- 
mium on  the  loan  ought  tq  have 
been  reduced  in  proportion  to  the 
fexorbitance  of  the  iniereft  to  be 
paid.  Several  circumllances  appear- 
ed favourable  to  the  minifter,  if  his 
objefc  haa  been  to  lerve  his  com; try, 
rather  than  to  raife  a  faftion  for  his 
own  fupport.  Beiides  the  profpedl 
derived  from  the  beginning  of  a  ne- 
gociation  for  peace,  it  is  allowed 
fhat  treble  the  fum  fubfcribed  had 
been  offered,  and  a  very  large  part 
of  that  fiirplus  by  perfons  more  re- 
fponfible  than  very  many  of  thofe 
vvho  v;ere  admitted.  In  that  fitua- 
tion,  fo  favourable  to  the  borrower, 
where  the  being  permitted  to  lend 
was  fought  with  emulation,  the  firll 
CommilHoners  of  the  Treafury  chofe 
to  make  a  bargain,  opened  at  ten 
per  cpnt.  premium  the  day  after  the 
loan. 

"  This  price  was  not  the  effeft 
of  mere  popular  opinion,  or  of  art- 
•iul  management,  but  was  grounded 
pn  the  real  value  of  the  great  body 
of  tiie  other  flocks  at  the  time,  and 
was  no  more  than  what  arofe  from 
a  juft  relation  to  the  rell.  We  are 
the  more  difiatisfied  with  this  Ihame- 
Jul  prodigality  of  public  money,  by 


comparing  it  with  the  period  when 
a  flridl  and  confcientious  manage^t 
mentof  the  public  treafure  at  home 
became  a  foundation  for  the  glory 
of  our  arms  abroad.  During  the 
duke  of  Newcaftle's  adminiilration, 
the  feveral  fucceffive  loans  from 
the  year  1758  inclufive,  to  the  time 
of  his  removal  from  office,  never  ex- 
ceeded one  and  a  half  per  cent,  at  the 
opening  ;  they  were  generally  iefs, 
and  fometimes  at  difcount.  Yet  the 
national  credit  was  in  vigour.  Dur- 
ing that  time  forty-three  millions 
were  borrowed.  In  thofe  happy 
days,  the  jninillers  Handing  on  na- 
tional ground,  were  not  in  a  ilate 
of  fervitude  to  any  fet  of  men,  nor 
led,  through  a  falfe  fyllem  of  po- 
litics, to  aggravate  the  dillrelTes  of 
their  country,  by  hiring  a  venal  cry 
to  perfonate  the  voice  of  the  pub, 
lie,  and  to  give  fupport  to  the  mea- 
fures  which  had  occafioned  fuch  di- 
ftrefTes. 

"  It  is  not  a  matter  of  furprize 
to  us,  at  a  time  when  fuch  things 
can  be  done  with  impunity,  that 
lords  of  the  greatell  honour  and  a- 
bility  have  wholly  difcontiuued  their 
attendance.  But  it  is  not  improper 
that  thofe  lords  vvho  do  fpmetimes 
attend,  ihould  record  their  names 
in  teflimony  of  their  ilrong  con- 
demnation of  the  terms  of  this  loan, 
and  of  the  motives,  which,  they  con? 
ceive,  dictated  terms  fo  very  difad- 
vantageous  to  the  crown  and  thq 
nation. 

Rockingham, 

Portland, 

Osborne, 

J.  St.  Asaph, 

De  Ferrers, 

FiTZWILLlAM, 

Bolton, 

f'p.NSONSy." 
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,'ff!fiver  of  the  States-General  to  the 
Manifcjto  of  the  King  of  Great- 
Britain> 

IF  ever  the  annals  of  the  world 
have  fiirnifhed  an  inftance  of  a 
hee  and  independent  ftate   being 
attacked  by  an  enemy,  in  the  molt 
unjullifiable  manner,  and  without 
the  leail   appearance   of  right    or 
equity,  by  a  neighbouring  power 
allied  for  a  long  time,    and  bound 
by    ties  founded   on    the   bafis  of 
common    intereft,    it    is    without 
doubt,  the  Republic  of  the  United 
States  of  the   Netherlands,  which 
£nds  itfelf  in   that  cafe,  with  his 
majelty  the  king  of  Great  Britain, 
and  his  minilters.     From   the  be- 
ginning of  the  difputes,  which  had 
arifen   between    that  kingdom  and 
its  American  colonies,  their  High 
IVlighcineffes,  no  wife  obliged  to  in- 
terfere, had  taken  the  firm  and  de- 
termined refolution   to  adopt   and 
ilridl'.y  to  adhere  to  the  moll  exadl 
neutrality  :  and  when  the  faid  dif- 
putes had   kindled  the  flames  of  a 
war   which  hath   embroiled   more 
powers  than  one,  and  fpread  in  fe- 
veral  parts  of  the  world,  their  High 
Mightinelfes   have    conltantly    ob- 
ferved  and  maintained  the  fame  line 
of  conduct;  whilfl,    in    the    mean 
time,  they  have  taken  care  to  give 
on  many  occaiions,  and  in  fome  in- 
flances   of  a  very  effential   nature, 
the  mod  convincing  proofs  of  their 
fincere  inclination  to  conform  to  the 
wi/hes  of  his  majefly  :  fo  far  as  they 
could  do  it  without  going  againlt 
the  rules  of  impartiality,  or  bring- 
ing in   qufilion   their  rights  of  fo- 
vereignty. 

It  was  with  this  view,  and  for 
this  purpofc,  that  their  High 
JVIightinefles  from  the  beginning, 
and  at  the  requifition,  of  his  Bri- 
tannic  Majeily,    caufed   ni«ll  ex- 


prefs  inhibitions  to  be  publifhed 
againft  the  exportation  of  all  war- 
like llores  to  the  colonics  of  his 
Britannic  Majefty  in  America;  and 
againft  all  fraudulent  trade  with 
the  faid  colonies ;  and  in  order  that 
the  faid  prohibitions  fhould  be  more 
eifeiflually  carried  into  execution, 
their  High  Mightinefles  made  no 
difficulty  to  take  fuch  farther  fteps 
as  greatly  circumfcribed  their  own 
navigation,  and  the  trade  of  their 
fubjedls  with  the  Dutch  colonies  in 
the  Weft-Indies. 

It  was  to  further  the  above  pur- 
pofes,  that  their  High  MightinefTes 
fent  the  moft  exaft  orders  to  all 
commanders,  and  governors  of  their 
colonies,  and  fettlements,  as  well 
as  to  the  commanders  of  their  {hips 
of  war,  carefully  to  abftain  from 
doing,  in  regard  to  the  American 
flag,  any  thing  from  which  could 
bejuftly  inferred  or  deduced  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  independency 
of  the  faid  colonies  :  and  it  is  alfo, 
efpecially  to  the  above  intent,  that 
their  High  IVUghtinefles  having  re- 
ceived a  memorial  prefented  to 
them  by  the  Englifti  Ambaflador, 
full  of  the  heavieft  complaints 
againft  the  governor  of  St.  Euftatia, 
condefcended  to  deliberate  on  the 
faid  memorial ;  though  couched  in 
terms  little  confonant  with  the  re- 
gard which  fovereign  powers  owe  to 
each  other  :  the  confequence  of  the 
faid  deliberation  was  the  immedi- 
ate recall  of  the  faid  governor, 
whom  their  High  Mightinelfes 
called  to  an  account  for  his  con- 
duft,  and  who  was  not  permitted 
to  return  to  his  refidence  till  he 
had  cleared  himfelf  of  all  the 
charges  brought  againft  him,  before 
a  court  of  iulHce;  a  copy  of  whofe 
proceedings  was  loon  after  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  minifter  of  his  Bri- 
tannic Ma'efty. 
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By  fiich  meafures  as  thefe,  their 
High  Mightineffes,  who  always  ear- 
neftly  wifhed  to  avoid  giving  the 
fmalleft  caufe  of  difcontent  to  his 
Eritannic  Majelly,  have  conltantly 
endeavoured  to  promote  and  culti- 
vate perfedt  harmony  ;  but  his  Bri- 
tannic Majelly's  condudl  towards 
the  Republic  has  been  diametri- 
cally oppofite. 

The  differences  between  the 
courts  of  London  and  Verfailles 
had  fcarcely  broke  out,  when  they 
beheld  the  ports  of  England  filled 
with  Dutch  vefTels,  which  were 
unjuftly  feized  and  detained  :  thele 
velTels  navigated  upon  the  f;iith  of 
the  treaties,  and  were  not  laden 
with  any  other  merchandife  than 
what  the  exprefs  tenor  of  the  treaties 
had  declared  free  and  legal.  They 
beheld  thofe  free  cargoes  forced  to 
fubmit  to  an  arbitrary  and  defpotic 
authority.  The  cabinet  at  St. 
James's  knowing  no  other  rule  than 
an  afFumed  right  of  temporary  con- 
'venience,  thought  proper  to  appro- 
priate thofe  cargoes  to  the  ule  of 
the  crown  by  a  forcible  purchiife, 
and  to  employ  them  in  the  fervice 
cfthe  king's  navy.  The  moftearnell 
and  ferious  reprefentations  on  the 
part  of  their  High  Mightineiles 
againfl  thefe  proceedings  were  in- 
effedlual,  and  it  was  in  vain  that 
they  urged,  in  the  Itrongeft  manner 
poflible,  the  treaty  fubfiiling  be- 
tween England  and  the  Republic. 
By  this  treaty,  the  rights  and  liber- 
ties of  the  neutral  flag  are  decifively 
and  clearly  ftated.  The  fubjeds  of 
Great  Britain  had  fully  enjoyed  the 
advantages  of  this  treaty,  in  the 
firft  and  only  cafe,  wherein  it 
pleafed  the  court  of  London  to  re- 
main neuter,  whilft  the  Republic 
was  engaged  in  a  war.  Certainly 
then  in  a  reciprocal  cafe  that  court 
could  not,  without  the  greateft  in- 
juHice,  rcfufe  the  enjoyment  of  the 


fame  advantages  to  the  Republic  ; 
and  as  little  right  as  his  Britannic 
Majefty  had  to  withhold  the  advan- 
tageous efrefts  of  this  treaty  from 
their  High  MightinefTes,  he  had  as 
little  foundation  for  attempting  to 
make  them  ouit  the  neutrality  they 
had  embraced,  and  to  force  them 
to  plunge  into  a  war,  the  caufe  of 
which  related  immediately  to  the 
rights  and  pofTeifions  of  his  Britan- 
nic Majefty  lying  beyond  the  limits 
of  defenfive  treaties. — And,  not- 
withftanding,  this  treaty,  his  ma- 
jefty, from  the  commencement  of 
the  difference  with  the  crown  of 
France,  has  made  no  fcruple  of  in- 
fringing and  violating  it.  The  tref- 
pafles  and  infradlions  made  on  this 
treaty  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain, 
and  the  arbitrary  decifions  of  the 
courts  of  jullice  in  that  kingdom, 
diredtly  contrary  to  the  exprefs 
fanftion  of  the  fame  treaty,  multi- 
plied daily.  The  merchant  vefl'els 
became  the  innocent  viflims  of  the 
exactions  and  accumulated  violences 
of  the  Englifh  men  of  war  and 
privateers.  They  did  not,  how- 
ever reli  there. — The  very  flag  of 
the  ftates  was  not  fparcd,  but  open- 
ly and  outrageoufly  infulted  by  a 
hoftile  attack  upon  the  convoy, 
under  the  care  of  the  rear-admi- 
ral Comte  de  Byland.  The  flrongeffc 
reprcfentation  from  the  ftates  to 
his  Britannic  Majefty  were  dif- 
regarded,  the  fhips  taken  from 
the  convoy  were  declared  good 
prizes,  and  this  infult  on  the  flag 
of  the  Republic  was  very  foon  fol- 
lowed by  an  open  violation  of  their 
neutral  territory,  as  v\'ell  in  Europe 
as  America.  They  will  content 
themlelves,  however,  with  reciting 
two  examples. 

At  the  ifland  of  St  Martin  his 
Britannic  Majefty  attacked,  and 
carried  away  by  force  feveral  vef^els 
that^|av  at  anchor  under  the  cannon 
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of  the  fort,  where,  according  to 
the  inviolable  rights  of  mankind, 
the  veflels  ought  to  have  found  a 
fecure  afylum.  The  infults  com- 
mitted by  an  armed  Englifh  veffcl 
on  the  coaft  of  the  republic,  near 
Gccdcreede,  furnilh  a  fecond  example 
of  thefe  violations.  Thefe  infults 
were  carried  fo  far,  that  many  in- 
habitants of  the  ifland,  who  dwelt 
on  the  fhore,  where  they  ought  to 
have  fuppofed  themfelves  fecure 
from  any  difturbance,  were  expof- 
ed,  by  the  violence  of  the  fire  from 
the  fhips,  to  fuch  imminent  danger, 
that  they  were  forced  to  retire  to 
the  interio*-  part  of  the  ifland. 
Yet,  for  thefe  unheard  of  proceed- 
ings, the  republic,  notwithftanding 
the  itrongelt  and  bell  founded  re- 
prefeniaticns,  has  not  obtained  the 
fmalleft  fatisfatlion. 

Affairs  being  thus  fituated,  fo 
that  tlieir  High  Mightineffes  had 
no  other  alternative  left  them,  but 
to  fee  the  navigation  and  commerce 
of  their  fubjcols,  on  which  the 
ruin  or  profperity  of  their  republic 
alone  depends,  totally  annihilated, 
or  elfe  to  adopt  meafures  hollile  to 
their  old  friend  and  ally  ;  at  this 
period  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia,  urg- 
ed by  a  generous  magnanimity  of 
difpofition,  thought  proper  to  in- 
terfere, and  with  as  much  affeflion 
as  humanity  invited  ihc  republic 
to  take  the  juileft  meafures,  and 
fuch  too  as  were  entirely  confiUent 
with  the  treaty  fubfifting  betv/een 
the  Hates  and  other  powers,  for  the 
defending  and  maintaining,  in 
conjundtion  with  her  Imperial 
Majeily,  and  the  other  northern 
powers,  thofe  privileges  and  im- 
munities which  the  rights  of  na- 
tions, and  the  mofl  folcmn  treaties 
allowed  to  neutral  flags. 

This  invitation  could  not  but  be 
iniinitely  agreeable   to  their  High 


MightinefTes,  fmce  they  confidered 
it  as  a  means  of  fecuring  the  undif- 
turbed  commerce  of  their  fubjefts 
upon  the  moll  folid  bafis,  and  as 
holding  our  a  method  of  protefting 
their  independence  againft  every  in- 
fradlion,  at  the  fame  time  that  it 
propofed  nothing  at  all  derogatory 
to  the  alliance  contrafted  between 
them  and  his  Britannic  Majeily,  or 
the  other  belligerent  powers.  But 
this  was  a  meafure  of  which  the 
court  of  London  endeavoured  to 
deprive  the  Republic,  by  proceeding 
with  precipitation  to  the  mofl  def- 
perate  extremities,  by  recalling 
their  ambaffador,  by  the  publica- 
tion of  a  JVIanifefto,  containing  a 
lift  of  fiditious  grievances,  and  by 
granting  letters  of  marque  and  pre- 
tended reprifal  againft  the  ftates, 
their  fubjedls,  and  their  property, 
by  which  violence  indeed  this  court 
did  nothing  more  than  clearly  carrv 
into  proof  and  praclice  the  defigns 
which  they  have  for  a  long  time 
foRered,  of  difregarding  the  true 
and  effential  interells  which  con- 
ned the  two  nations,  and  of  de- 
flioying  the  bonds  of  their  ancient 
amity  by  an  attack  fo  replete  with 
injuilice. 

it  will  not  be  at  all  nece/Tary  to 
enter  into  an  elaborate  refutation  of 
the  reafons,  and  pretended  griefs 
which  were  alledged  in  the  mani- 
fefto,  to  convince  every  impartial 
man  of  their  entire  want  of  folidity. 
It  will  be  fufficient  to  obferve,  in 
few  words,  with  refpeft  to  the  offer 
Vv'hich  was  made  by  his  Britannic 
Majeily  for  opening  an  amicable 
conference,  that  the  fole  object  of 
thefe  conferences  could  only  be 
this,  to  take  into  confideration  the 
naval  treaty  fpoken  of  above  ;  that 
the  conllrudion  of  this  treaty,  con- 
ceived as  it  is,  in  terms  the  mofl 
clear  and  exprefs,  could  not  be  a 
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fubjefl  of  any  doubt  or  equivoca- 
tion ;  that  it  gives  the  neutral 
powers  a  free  right  of  conveying  to 
the  belligerent  powers  all  kinds  of 
naval  ftores ;  that  tiie  Republic, 
neither  propofing  any  thing  elfe  to 
theinfelves,  nor  denring  any  thing 
more  of  his  Britannic  Majefly, 
dian  the  quiet,  undillurbed  enjoy- 
ment of  rights,  Itipulated  in  this 
treaty,  a  point  (o  manifeft,  and  in- 
controvertibly  equitable,  could  not 
perceive  any  reafon  or  motive  for  a 
negociation,  or  any  other  new  con- 
vention, which  mull  have  been  de- 
rogatory to  the  treaty  in  queHion, 
particularly  as  their  High  Mighti- 
nefles  could  not  prevail  upon  them- 
felves,  nor  experience  the  leaft  dif- 
pofitioa  to  renounce,  voluntarily, 
rights  juftly  acquired,  nor  to  defift 
from  their  rights  by  a  regard  for  the 
court  of  England  ;  a  renunciation, 
which  though  advantageous  to  one 
of  the  belligerent  powers,  would  be 
totally  incompatible  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  neutrality,  and  by  which 
their  High  Mightineifes  would, 
from  another  quarter,  have  fub- 
jefted  the  ftate  to  dangers,  which 
they  think  it  is  their  duty  moft 
folemnly  to  avert.  A  renunciation 
alfo  which  would  have  carried  with 
it  a  moit  irreparable  injury  to  their 
commerce  and  navigation,  which 
is  the  principal  fupport  of  the  Re- 
public, and  the  fource  of  all  their 
profperity  ;  for  the  different 
branches  of  their  commerce  are  fe- 
verally  fo  intimately  connefted  with 
each  other,  fo  as  to  form  one 
whole,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  fe- 
parate  one  part  of  fo  principal  a 
nature  as  was  expcfted  by  the  court 
of  London,  vviLhoutthe  entire  ruin 
and  deftrudlion  of  the  general  body  : 
not  to  mention  that  at  this  time, 
■wlien  their  High  MightinefTos  made 
a  rcafonable  difficulty  of  acceding 


to  the  propofed  conference,  they 
yet  qualified  and  tempered  this  ef- 
fedlual  exercife  of  their  rights  by  a 
provlfional  refolution. 

As  for  the  fuccours  required, 
their  High  Mightincffes  cannot 
diffemble  that  they  never  could 
conceive  how  his  Britannic  Majelty 
thought  himfelf  jullified  to  infill, 
under  the  moft  diftant  appearance 
of  right  or  equity,  for  the  affilj- 
ance  Itipulated  by  the  treaties,  at 
the  time  when  he  had  already  fore- 
gone the  obligation  which  they  im- 
pofed  on  him  towards  the  Repub- 
lic. Their  High  Mightineffes 
were  not  lefs  furprifed  to  fee  that, 
whilft  the  diilurbances  in  America 
and  their  diredt  confequences,  could 
not  affeil  the  Republic  by  virtue  of 
any  treaty,  and  that  the  affillance 
had  not  been  required  before  the 
declaration  of  the  court  of  Spain 
had  increafed  the  number  of  the 
belligerent  powers ;  his  Britannic 
Majelly  had  neverthelefs  taken  oc- 
cafion,  from  this  event,  to  infill  on 
his  demand  with  fo  much  ardour 
and  earneltnefs,  as  if  h's  majefty 
had  a  right  to  pretend  and  main- 
tain, that,  a  v/ar  being  once  kindled 
between  him  and  fome  other  power, 
was  alone  fufficient  to  compel  the 
Hates  to  grant  diredly,  and  with-- 
out  any  previous  examination,  the 
faid  ftipulated  afljllance. 

The  Republic,  it  is  true,  had 
bound  itfelf  by  treaties  to  aid  and 
affift  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain, 
whenever  that  power  (hould  be  at- 
tacked or  threatened  with  an  unjuft 
war :  the  Republic  was  moreover 
to  declare  war  in  fuch  a  cafe, 
againft  the  aggreflbr ;  but  their 
High  Mightineifes  never  intended 
to  give  up  that  right  which  is  the 
nature  of  a  defenfive  alliance,  and 
which  cannot  be  difputed  to  the 
allied  powers^  to  examine  firft,  and 
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tefore  they  grant  the  required 
afliilance,  or  take  part  in  the  war, 
the  principles  of  the  diffentions 
which  have  prevailed  ;  the  nature 
of  the  differences  from  which  they 
fprang ;  as  alfo  to  inveftigate  and 
maturely  weigh  the  reafons  and 
motives  which  may  inforce  the 
Cafus  Faderis,  and  whicii  are  to 
form  the  bafis  of  the  equity  and 
lawfulnefs  of  the  war,  on  the  part 
of  that  confederate  flate  claiming 
the  aforefaid  affiftance.  There  is 
not  a  treaty  extant,  by  wliich  their 
High  Mightinefies  have  foregone 
the  independence  of  the  ftates,  or 
facrificed  their  interefts  to  thofe  of 
Great  Britain,  fo  far  as  to  deprive 
themfelves  of  the  right  of  fo  ne- 
cefTary  and  indifpenfible  an  exami- 
nation ;  by  taking  fuch  fteps  as 
might  infinuate,  that  they  fliould 
be  looked  upon  as  compelled  to 
fubmit  to  the  pleafure  of  Great 
Britain,  by  granting  the  required 
affiftance ;  even  when  the  above 
court,  being  at  variance  with  an- 
other power,  thinks  proper  to  pre- 
fer a  war  to  an  amicable  accommo- 
dation on  well  fupported  com- 
plaints. 

It  is  not  therefore  through  fpirit 
of  party,  or  the  fcheme  of  a  predo- 
minant fpbal,  but  after  a  mature 
deliberation,  and  by  a  defire  of 
fupporting  the  dearell  interelts  of 
the  Republic,  that  all  the  provin- 
cial ftates  refpeftively  have,  with 
one  voice,  teftified  they  were  of 
opinion,  that  the  affiftance  required 
fhould  be  politely  refufed ;  and 
their  High  Mightineffes  would  not 
have  failed  to  communicate  to  his 
Britannic  Majefty,  in  confequence 
of  thofe  refolutions,  an  anfwer  to 
the  repeated  requefts  for  affiftance, 
had  they  not  been  prevented  from 
fo  doing,  by  the  violent  and  un- 
precedented infuit  offered    to  the 


Dutch  flag,  under  the  command  of 
rear-admiral  Byland  ;  by  th.^ir  be- 
ing refufed  redrefs  on  fo  ferious  a 
matter,  and  by  his  majefty's  de- 
claration, no  lefs  ftrange  than  un- 
juft,  in  regard  to  the  fufpenfion  of 
the  treaties  which  fubfifted  between 
him  and  the  Republic.  Thefe 
were  fo  many  events,  which,  as 
they  required  deliberations  of  a 
different  kind,  put  an  end  to  thofe 
which  were  held  in  confequence  of 
the  aforefaid  requifitions.  It  is  in 
vain,  and  in  oppofition  to  all  truth, 
that  endeavours  have  been  ufed  to 
multiply  the  number  of  grievances, 
by  alledging  the  fuppreffion  of 
duties  on  exports,  as  a  meafnre 
calculated  to  facilitate  the  carrying 
of  naval  ftores  over  to  France  :  for, 
befides,  that  the  faid  fuppreffion  is 
an  objeft  which  refpefts  the  interior 
regulation  of  commerce,  to  wliich 
all  fovereigns  have  an  uncoatrovert- 
ed  right,  and  for  which  they  are 
accountable  to  no  one,  the  matter 
has  been  put  in  deliberation,  but 
never  finally  refolved  upon ;  fo 
that  thofe  duties  are  ftill  on  the  for- 
mer footing  ;  and  what  is  fet  forth 
refpefting  this  matter  in  the  mani- 
fefto,  is  totally  groundlefs,  though 
it  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  con- 
duft  of  his  Britannic  Majefty  to- 
wards the  Republic,  furnifhed  their 
High  Mightineffes  with  but  too 
many  motives  to  juftify  fuch  a  mea- 
I'ure  on  their  part. 

The  difpleafure  cf  his  Britannic 
Majefty,  in  regard  to  what  has  been 
done  for  Paul  Jones,  is  equally 
groundlefs.  Their  High  Mighti- 
neffes had  for  many  years  before 
given  general  and  pofitive  orders 
for  the  admiflion  into  their  port?, 
of  all  privateers  and  armed  fhips, 
with  their  prizes  ;  orders  which 
have  been  obferved  and  executed 
without  the  leaft  exception  ;  in  thh 
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cafe  their  High  Mightlneffes  could 
not  defill:  from  fuch  orders,  in  re- 
gard to  an  armed  fhip,  which,  pro- 
vided with  a  commiffion   from  the 
American    Congrefs,    was   in    the 
Texel,  together   with   the   frigates 
of  a  fovereign  power,  without  af- 
fuming    the  part  of  judges,    and 
giving  a  decifion  in  a  matter  which 
their  High  Mightineffes  were  not 
obliged  to  take  any  cognizance  of, 
and  in  which  it  feemed  to  them  con- 
trary to  the  intereft  of  the  Republic 
to  interfere  :  their  High    Mighti- 
neffes,   therefore,    thought   it    beft 
not  to  fwerve  from  the  rules  efta- 
blifhed  for  fo  long  a  time,   but  re- 
folved  to   lay  the  ftrongell  injunc- 
tions, left  the  faid  privateers  and 
armed  fliips  fhould  take  in  any  war- 
like ftores,  and  defired  triem  to  quit 
the  road  as  foon  as  poflible,  with- 
out  being    permitted    to    fojourn, 
but  jull  as  long  as  would  prove  ab- 
folutely  neceffary  to  repair  the  da- 
mages  fuffered   at   fea ;    declaring 
formally  at  the  fame  time,  that  m 
cafe  of  a  longer  delay,  their  depar- 
ture  {hould    be    pofitively   infilled 
»pon.     To   this  purpofe,  the  com- 
manding  officer  in    the  faid   road 
took  care  to  make  every  requifite 
difpofition,    the   effedls   of    which 
the  privateer  of   Paul    Jones   had 
hardly  time  to  prevent.     In  regard 
to  what  has  happened  in  other  parts 
of    the    world,     the    informations 
tranfmitted  to  their  High  Mighti- 
neffes, from  time  to  time,  from  the 
Eall  Indies,  are  in  direfl  oppolition 
to  thofe  which  feem  to  have  been 
laid  before  his  Britannic  Majefty, 
The  frequent   complaints    of   the 
Eaft  India  direction,  addreffed  to 
them,  and  which  the  love  of  peace 
had  obliged  the  latter  to  fmother, 
as  it  were,  in  their  breafts,  are  fo 
many  incontrovertible  proofs  of  the 
aflertion.     The  mcafures  taken  in 


regard  to  the  Weft  Indies,  before 
mentioned,  will  ferve  at  all  times 
for  an  unqueftionable  proof  of  the 
fincerity  of  the  zeal,  and  of  the  at- 
tention with  which  their  High 
Mightineffes  have  affiduoufly  endea- 
voured to  obferve,  in  thefe  countries, 
the  moft  exaft  and  ftrift  neutrali- 
ty ;  nor  could  their  High  Mighti- 
neffes find  out  the  leaft  legal  proof 
of  any  infraftion  of  their  orders  in 
this  refped. 

"  As  for  v/hat  concerns  the  pro- 
jedl  of  an  eventual  treaty  of  com- 
merce with  North  America,  framed 
by  a  member  of  the  government  of 
the  province  of  Holland,  without 
the  fandtion  of  any  public  authority  ; 
and  the  memorials  prefented  on  this 
matter  by  the  chevalier  Yorke,  the 
matter  happened  as  follows  : 

"  As  foon  as  this  ambaffador  had 
prefented  a  memorial,  dated  Nov. 
lo,  1780,  their  High  Mightineffes, 
without  noticing  the  expreffions,  ra- 
ther unbecoraing  between  fovereigns, 
with  which  this  memorial  abounded, 
did  not  delay  entering  into  the  moft 
ferious  deliberation  on  that  matter; 
and  by  their  refolution  of  the  27th 
of  the  fame  month,  they  did  not 
hefitate  to  difclaim  and  difapprove 
publicly  wha'.ever  had  been  done  in 
this  affair. 

*'  After  this  they  had  every  reafon 
to  expeft  that  his  Britannic  Majefty 
would  have  acceded  to  this  decla- 
ration, fince  he  could  not  be  igno- 
rant that  their  High  Mightineffes 
have  no  jurifdiflion  over  the  refpec- 
tive  provinces,  and  that  it  was  to 
the  States  of  Holland  to  whom,  as 
being  inverted  as  the  States  of  the 
other  provinces  u^lth  a  fovereign  and 
exclufive  authority  over  their  fub- 
jefts,  was  to  be  fubmitted,  an  af- 
fair which  their  High  Mightineffes 
had  no  reafon  to  doubt  but  the  other 
States  of  the  faid  provinces  would 
1  regulate 
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regulate  according  to  the  exigency 
of  the  cafe,  and  conformably  to  the 
laws  of  the  ftate,  and  the  principles 
of  equity.  The  eagernefs  with  which 
the  chevalier  Yorke,  by  his  fecond 
memorial,    infifled  on    th;.-  puniih- 
ment,  could  not,  of  courfe,  but  ap- 
pear  very    ftrange     to    their    High 
MightiDeffes,  that  if  he  did  not  re- 
ceive the  very  fame  day  an  anfwer 
to  his  memorial  in  every  refpeft  fa- 
tisfaftory,    he    fliould    find  himfelf 
obliged  to  acquaint  his  court  there- 
of by  an  extraordinary  courier.  Their 
High  Mightineffes,  informed  of  this 
declaration,  foon  perceived  its  im- 
portance, as  a  manifeftation  of  the 
meafures  already  determined  on  in 
the  king's  council  ;    and   although 
according  to  the  ellabliftied  cuflom, 
fuch   verbal   declarations    from   fo- 
reii'-n  minifters  admit  of  no  delibe- 
ration,   they   neverthelefs    thought 
proper  to  fet  it   afide  on  this  occa- 
fion,  and  to  defire  their  recorder  to 
wait  on  the  chevalier,  and  inform 
him,  that  his   memorial   had   been 
taken  ad  refere7idufn,    by  the  depu- 
ties of  the  refpeftive  provinces,  ac- 
cording to  the  received  cuilom  and 
conltitution  of  government ;  adding, 
at  the  fame  time,  what  feemed  de- 
fignedly  omitted  in   the  manifeilo, 
that  they  would  endeavour  to  frame 
an  anfwer  to  his  memorial  as  foon 
as  poflible,  and  the  conftitution  of 
orovernment  would  permit.     In  con- 
fequence  thereof,  a  few  days  after, 
the  deputies  of  the  province  of  Hol- 
land gave  notice  to  the  affembly  of 
rheir  High   Mightineffes,   that  the 
ilates  of  their  province  had  una  njoce, 
refolved   to   require   the   advice    of 
their   court  of  jultice  in  regard  to 
the    requifition    of  punifhment,  re- 
querting  the  faid  court  to  give  their 
opinion  as  foon  as  poffible,  forego- 
ing all  other  affairs.     Their  High 
.vlightinefTes  did  not  fail  to  acquaint 


the  chevalier  Yorke  with  the  above 
rcfolve  ;  but  what  was  their  furprize 
and  aftonilliment,  when  they  under- 
ftood  that  the  faid  ambaflador,  after 
having  read  his  inil:ruftions,  had 
fent  a  note  to  the  recorder,  where- 
in he  called  the  above  faid  re- 
folve  illufive,  and  flatly  refufed  to 
tranfmit  it  to  his  court  !  This  oblig- 
ed their  High  Mightineffes  to  fend 
it  to  count  Welderen,  their  minifter 
at  London,  with  orders  to  lay  it  im- 
mediately before  the  miniiler  of  his 
Britannic  Majefly  ;  but  the  refufal 
of  the  latter  created  an  obttacle  to 
the  execution  of  thofe  orders. 

All  the  circumftances  of  this  af- 
fair being  thus  expofed,  the  impar- 
tial public  will  be  enabled  to  ap- 
preciate the  principal  motive,  or  ra- 
ther pretence,  to  which  his  Britan- 
nic Majefly  has  had  recourfe,  in  or- 
der to  give,  a  fcope  to  his  defigns 
againfl  the  Repubiic.  To  this  we 
may  reduce  the  whole  matter:  his 
Majefty  was  informed  of  a  nego- 
ciation  .which  would  have  taken 
place  between  a  member  of  the  go- 
vernment of  one  of  the  provinces, 
and  a  reprefentative  of  the  Ameri- 
can congrefs ;  which  negociation  in- 
tended to  lay  the  plan  of  a  treaty 
of  commerce  to  be  concluded  be- 
tween the  Republic  and  the  faid  co- 
lonies, cafii  qiiOy  that  is  to  fay,  that 
in  cafe  the  independency  of  thofe 
colonies  fhould  be  acknowledged  by 
the  crown  of  England  ;  this  nego- 
ciation, although  conditional,  and 
holding  by  a  claufe  which  depend- 
ed on  the  anterior  ad:  of  his  Ma- 
jelty,  this  negociation,  which  with- 
out the  faid  ad,  or  anterior  decla- 
ration could  not  have  the  leall  ef- 
feiSt,  was  fo  mifconflrued  by  his  Ma- 
jelly,  and  excited  his  difpleafure  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  he  thought  pro- 
per to  require  from  the  States  a 
public  difavowal  and  difapprobation, 
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as  well  as  a  complete  punifliment 
and  fatisfaftion  :  it  was  in  confe- 
quence,  and  without  the  leaft  de- 
lay, tliat  their  High  MightinefTes 
acceded  to  the  firft  part  of  his  re- 
quifition  ;  but  the  punifhment  in- 
filled upon  was  not  within  their 
power,  and  they  could  not  a/Tent  to 
it,  without  llriking  at  the  root  of 
the  fundamental  conftitution  of  the 
Hate.  The  States  of  the  province 
of  Holland  were  the  only  oiles  to 
which  it  pertained  lawfully  to  take 
cognizance  of  it,  and  to  provide 
thereto  by  the  ordinary  means,  and 
the  authority  of  the  laws.  This 
Ibvereign  ftate  adhering  to  the 
maxims  which  oblige  them  to  re- 
fpedl  the  authority  of  the  laws,  and 
fully  convinced  that  the  maintain- 
ing that  department  in  all  the  inte- 
grity and  impartiality  which  are  in- 
feparable  from  it,  is  the  firmed  ba- 
fjs  of  the  fupreme  power  ;  that  fove- 
reign  ftate,  obliged  by  what  is  held 
moll  facred,  to  defend  and  protcfl 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  its  fub- 
jefts,  could  not  forget  itfelf  fo  far 
as  to  fubmit  to  the  will  of  his  Bri- 
tannic Majefty,  by  attempting  to 
overturn  thofe  rights  and  privileges, 
and  exceeding  the  limits  prefcribed 
by  the  fundamental  laws  of  its  go- 
vernment :  thefe  laws  required  the 
intervention  of  the  judicial  depart- 
Dienr,  and  thofe  were  the  means 
which  the  above  ftates  refolved  to 
life,  by  requiring  on  this  objeft,  the 
advice  of  the  court  of  jufiice,  ella- 
blilhed  in  their  province. 

By  an  adherence  to  this  method 
it  was,  that,  before  the  eyes  of  his 
Britannic  Majefty,  the  Englifti  na- 
tion, and  all  Europe,  were  dif- 
played  the  unalterable  principles  of 
that  juftice  and  equity  which  form 
the  leading  feature  of  the  Dutch 
conftitution,  and  which,  in  fo  im- 
portant a  part  of  public  adminiftra- 


tion,  we  mean  that  which  concerns 
the  exercife  of  the  jufticiary  power, 
will  for  ever  ferve  as  a  bulwark  a- 
gainft  whatever  could  militate  with 
the  fecurity  and  independence  of  a 
free  nation.  It  was  alfo  by  thefe 
means,  and  by  following  this  road, 
that,  far  from  precluding  juftice,  or 
evading  the  puniftiment  required,  a 
free  courfe,  on  the  contrary,  has 
been  laid  open  to  a  regular  procefs, 
conformably  to  the  conftitutional 
principles  of  the  Republic  ;  and  by 
the  fame  reafon,  in  ftiort,  depriv- 
ing the  court  of  London  of  any  pre- 
tence to  complaint  of  a  denial  of 
juftice,  care  has  been  taken  to  an- 
ticipate the  leaft  ftiadow,  or  appear- 
ance of  reafon,  which  might  have 
authorifed  that  court  to  make  re- 
prifals  ;  to  which,  neverthelefs,  it 
has  had  recourfe  without  fcruple,  in 
a  manner  equally  odious  and  un- 
juft. 

To  thefe  ends,  and  fince,  after 
the  repeated  outrages  and  heavy 
lofles  which  the  fubjedls  of  this  Re- 
public muft  have  experienced  from, 
his  Britannic  Majefty,  their  High 
Mightinefles  find  themfelves  far- 
thermore  provoked,  and  affailed  by 
his  aforefaid  Majefty,  and  compell- 
ed to  ufe  thofe  means  which  they 
have  in  hand,  in  order  to  defend 
the  precious  rights  of  their  liberty 
and  independence  ;  they  entertain 
the  firmeft  hope  that  the  Lord  of 
Hofts,  the  God  of  their  fathers, 
who,  by  the  palpable  direftion  of 
Providence,  fupported  and  carried 
this  Republic  through  the  greateft 
dangers,  will  blefs  the  means  which 
they  have  determined  to  employ, 
by  crowning  the  juftice  of  their 
arms,  with  the  ever  triumphant  af-, 
fiftance  of  his  omnipotent  protec- 
tion ;  whilft  their  High  Mighti- 
nefles will  ardently  figh  after  the 
inftant,  when  they  fhall  fee  their 
neiirhbour 
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neighbour  and  old  ally,  but  now 
their  enemy,  recalled  to  fentiments 
more  moderate  and  equitable.  And 
it  is  at  that  period,  where  their  High 
Mit^htinefTes  will  improve  all  the 
opportunities  which,  conlbnant  with 
the  honour  and  independence  of  a 
free  Hate,  mny  tend  to  a  reconci- 
liation between  them  and  their  old 
/riend  and  ally. 

Thus  given  and  fettled  in  the  af- 
fembly  of  their  High  MightinefTes, 
our  lords  the  States  General  of  the 
United  Provinces,  at  the  Hague,  the 
loth  day  cf  March,    1781. 

Signed,  Cocq^  Haaf tan,  Vt. 
By  command,  H.  Fagel. 


Memorial  of  the  States  General^  to  the 
Court  of  Stockholm. 

Stockholm,  March  6. 
Baron  Kan  Lynden,  Envoy  extraordi- 
nary from  the  States  General  of  the 
United  Provinces  at  this  court,  has 
lately  held  a  conference  voith  cotmt 
Ulrich  Schieffer,  minijler  andfecre- 
tary  of  fate  for  the  foreign  depart- 
ment, to  ivhom  he  delivered  the  fol" 
lovjing^Me.r.orial : 

THE  underwritten  envoy  ex- 
traordinary from  their  High 
MightinejTcs  the  States  General  of 
the  United  Provinces,  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  the  King  of  Sweden,  irr  pur- 
fuance  of  an  exprefs  order  from  his 
maftcrs,  has  the  honour  to  propofe 
to  his  Svvedifh  Majefly, 

That  their  High  Mightinefles 
having  acceded,  by  their  refolution 
of  the  20th  of  November,  1780,  to 
the  treaty  of  arm.ed  neutrality,  in 
conformity  to  the  invitation  of  the 
northern  powers ;  and  placing  the 
moft  perfeft  confidence  in  the  power, 
magnanimity,  and  fidelity  of  their 
imperial  and  royal  Majefties,  for  the 
fulfilling  of  their  engagements,  and 
the  maintaining  of  their  dignitv,  by 
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accomplifliing  a  work  {0  glorioufly 
undertaken,  namely,  the  liberty  of 
the  feas,  and  freedom  of  naviga- 
tion for  all  neutral  nations,  were  not 
deterred  by  the  confideration  of  the 
confsquences,  which  that  acceffioa 
and  declaration  might  be  produc- 
tive of  to  the  Republic, from  the  parC 
of  the  belligerent  powers.  But  their 
High  MightinefTes  have  declared  in 
favour  of  this  acceflion  and  decla- 
ration, In  relying  implicitly  on  the 
fentiments  of  their  imperial  and 
royal  Majefties,  whom  they  alfo 
acquainted  in  due  time,  of  the  mea- 
fures  taken  in  confequence  thereof. 
That  the  event  has  alfo  juuified 
their  requifitlon,  in  regard  to  the 
Britifh  court  ;  fince  the  minifter  of 
the  latter,  after  his  fruitlefs  endea- 
vours to  thwart  the  accefiion  to  the 
alliance,  took  the  refolution,  on  the 
firft  notice  he  had  of  it,  to  fpeak  ia 
a  flraln  truly  unprecedented,  and 
ill  fuited  to  the  mutual  regard  whicli 
the  refpedllve  fovereigns  owe  to  eacH 
other:  without  fo  much  as  grant- 
ing to  the  P.epublic  a  fufEcient  time 
to  confider  on  the  matter,  accord- 
ing to  the  political  fyftem  of  the 
Republic,  which  his  Britannic  Ma~ 
jelly  is  fully  acquainted  with  ;  the 
Englifh  miniiler  infilled,  neverthe- 
lefs,  upon  an  immediate  and  fpeedy 
fatlsfatlion,  and  the  puni/hment  of 
a  pretended  offence,  occafioned  by 
the  difcovery  of  a  negoclation  with. 
North  America,  without  receiving, 
as  an  ample  fatlsfadion,  the  pro- 
vifional  anfwer,  nor  the  formal  dif- 
avowal  of  their  High  Mightinefles 
of  a  negoclation,  of  which  (as  ac- 
knowledged even  by  his  Britannic 
Majefty)  they  had  not  the  leaft 
fhare,  or  knowledge  :  of  a  nego- 
clation, relating  to  a  pretended 
treaty,  which,  in  itfelf,  fufficlently 
denotes,  from  its  terms,  only  the 
Iketch  of  an  eventual  treaty  enter- 
ed  into  by  private  perfons,  with- 

(I)  OliC 


('3^) 


PUBLIC 


P     A     P     E     R 


out  being  formally  authorif(icl  there- 
to by  the  body  of  the  magilhates 
of  Amfterdam,  or  by  the  Itates  of 
the  province  of  Holland,  and  much 
Ifcfs  by  the  States  General,  vvhofe 
members  are  alone  authorifcd  to 
enter  into  engagements  in  the  name 
of  the  Republic. 

The  Britifh  miniller  went  even 
fo  far  as  to  refufe  noticing  the  re- 
folution,  bv  which  the  province  of 
Holland  {the  only  one  concerned) 
was  required  to  deliberate,  how  far 
the  laws  of  the  country  might  give 
authority  to  profecute  the  perfons 
accufed,  and  punilh  them  ;  a  for- 
mality, without  which  no  punilli 
ment  can  be  in  Aided,  neither  in 
England  nor  in  this  Republic,  or  any 
other  country.  Nay,  the  faid  mi- 
nifter  went  fo  far  as  to  threaten,  that 
in  cafe  of  a  refufal,  his  fovereign 
would  adopt  fuch  means,  as  to  pro- 
cure himfelf  that  fatisfaclion.  It 
was,  at  the  fame  time,  refolved  to 
attack  the  Republic  by  furprize,  and 
fo  far  hailen  the  meaiures  taken  to 
begin  hoililities,  that  lord  Stormont, 
making  ufe  of  vain  pretences,  would 
not  fo  much  as  accept  from  count 
Welderen,  the  afoiefaid declaration'; 
and  anfvvered,  under  his  hand, 
*'  That  he  (Stormont)  could  no 
longer  look  upon  him  ns  the  miniilcr 
of  a  friendly  power,  after  having  of- 
ficially acquainted  him  of  his  king's 
raanifelto  :  whilft  this  very  mani- 
fello  (and  this  Ihould  be  noted)  was 
delivered  into  the  hands  of  count 
Welderen,  only  an  hour  before  the 
time  appointed  by  lord  Stormont, 
the  preceding  day,  for  giving  him 
audience.  That,  moreover,  altho' 
no  mention  is  made  in  the  mani- 
fefto  alluded  to,  of  the  Republic 
acteding  to  the  treaty  of  the  armed 
neutrality  (which  it  was  of  the  ut? 
moil;  importance  to  pafs  over  in 
ii  encc;  it  ueverthelefs  appears  clear- 


ly, to  the  penetrating  eye  of  your 
Majefty,  as  well  as  to  all  Europe, 
if  the  ilvhole  proceedings  are  at- 
tended to,  and  the  time  and  man- 
ner in  which  the  Manifclto  was  pub- 
lifhed,  that  the  hatred,  occafioned 
by  the  Republic  acceding  to  the 
confederation  of  armed  neutrality, 
is  the  true  motive  of  his  Britifli 
Majefty's  refentment,  and  the  only 
one  that  could  excite  him  to  an 
open  attack  againfl  the  Republic, 
by  feizing,  at  once,  upon  a  great 
number  of  Dutch  merchantment, 
and  fome  fliips  of  war.  BefideF, 
that  the  aforefaid  Manifefto,  known 
to  your  Majefty,  fufEciently  dif- 
plays  the  caufe  of  England's  dif- 
pleafure  ;  the  more  fo  as  amongll 
the  pretences  made  ufe  of  to  var- 
nifh  over  the  hofiilities  againft  the 
Republic,  it  is  faid,  that  it  had 
taken  a  neutral  part :  without  the 
cabinet  of  St.  James's  deigning  to 
obferve,  that  fuch  anfwer  was  in- 
fulting  to  the  neutral  powers,  who 
areperfedly  acquainted  with  the 
treaties  now  in  force  between  Eng- 
land and  the  Republic  ;  and  that 
the  latter  could  not  be  charged  with 
an  intention  of  entering  into  an 
alliance  v/ith  a  power  not  lawfully 
neuter  in  the  prefent  contell,  and 
without  obferving  that  this  liberty 
of  negociating  had  been  put  be- 
yond all  doubt,  by  England  itfelf ; 
iince,  by  fufpending  in  April  1780, 
the  effects  of  the  treaty  pafled  in 
1674,  the  Englifii  have  manifefted 
their  intent  of  looking  henceforth 
upon  the  Republic  as  a  neutral 
power,  no  ways  privileged  by  any 
treaty. 

That  for  the  reafons  here  a- 
bove  mentioned,  the  animofity  of 
Great  Britian  appears  ftill  more  con- 
fpicuous,  from  the  ill-grounded  re- 
proach contained  in  the  faid  Mani- 
leiloagainlt  this  Republic,  that  their 

High 
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High  Mightinefles    had  encouratrcd 
the   exportation    ot-  naval  ftores  tor 
France,  by  lufpending  the  ullial  du- 
ties on  thole  commodities,  whilft  it 
is  known  to  all  the  woi  Id,  that  fuch  a 
fiifpenlion    has   never   taken    place, 
and  that  the  Republic  had  a  right  to 
export  thole  commodities,  not  only 
agreeably  to  the  treaty  in  1674,  but 
alio  in  conformity  to  the  principles 
laid  down  by  the  neutral  powers   in 
the  convention  of  armed  neutrality. 
That  conlequently  it  would  be  need- 
lefs  to  enter  anv  tarther  into  the  me- 
rits   of  the    laid   Maiiifello  ;   as  his 
Svvedifh  IMajeify  has  it  in  his  power 
to  appreciate  hinuelf  its  value,  and 
muli,  moreover,  be  fully  perfuadcd 
thnt  the  line  of  conduft  purfued  by 
their  High  Mightinelles  lince  the  be- 
ginuingot  thetroubleswith  America, 
is  an  evident  proof,  that  they  have 
never  favoured  or  countenanced  the 
revolted  colonies  ;  vvitnefs  the  many 
partial  condcfcenlions   in   favour  of 
England,    which  were  merely  gra- 
tuuous  on    the  part  of  their  High 
Mightinefles,  by  circumfcribing  the 
trade  within  their  own  colonies  ;   by 
refuiing  to  grant  the  protedion   of 
their  convoys  to  veflels   laden  with 
fliip  timber  ;  and   by  recalling   the 
governor  of   St.  Eultatia  on    fome 
ill-grounded  complaints  of  theBritifli 
miniftry  :  condcfcenlions  which  have 
been  rewarded  by  the  attack  and  fei- 
7Aircof  the  convoy  of  count  Byland  ; 
by  a  violation  of  the  territories  of  this 
Republic,     and   by    the    taking    by 
force    fome    American  veifels    from 
unier  the  very  batteries  of  the  ifiand 
of  St.  Martin. 

1  hat  their  High  Mightinefles 
having  thus  faithfully  adhered  to  the 
fyftem  oi  moderation,  it  is  evident 
that  the  refentment  of  his  Britannic 
Majeiiy  arifes  merely  from  their  ac- 
ceffion  to  the  treaty  of  armed  neu- 
trality ;  and  that  confequently,  their 


High  Mightinefles  are  fully  autho- 
riled  to  claim  the  performance  of  the 
conditions  flipulated  in  the  anicles 
VII.  VIII.  and  IX.  of  the  treaty  of 
armed  neutrality,  which  form  the 
bafis  of  that  union  and  alliance 
contracted  between  their  imperial 
and  royal  Majefties  and  the  Repub- 
lic. 1  hat  therefore  no  obilacles  can 
hinder  or  delay  the  fulfilling  of  the 
engagements  contradled  by  virtue  of 
the  faid  conledcration,  of  which  the 
Republic  ought  to  be  confidcrcd  as  a 
member  from  the  very  moment  ia 
which  their  High  Mightinefles  ac- 
ceded to  the  fame  refolution  at  the 
Hague  ;  and  difpatched  their  de. 
claration,  in  conformity  to  the  faid 
acceffion  and  convention,  to  the  bel- 
ligerent powers. 

That  if  their  High  MightinefTes 
had  to  complain  only  of  a  Angle  att 
of  ofience,  or  an  attack  committed 
again II  them,  which  was  likely  to  be 
redrelFed  by  the  friendly  intcrpofitiou 
ot  their  allies,  they  would  have 
cLaimcd  theirlntervention  rather  than 
have  recourfe  to  arms  ;  but  as  their 
High  Mightinefles  find  themfelves 
aftually  and  fuddenly  attacked  in  an 
hoftile  manner  by  his  Britannic  ma- 
jefly,  in  conlequence  of,  and  from 
mere  refentment  of  the  above  men- 
tioned alliance,  they  find  themfelves 
under  the  neceffity  of  repelling  force 
by  force,  and  to  return  holiilities 
for  holiilities  ;  being  fully  perfuaded 
that  the  allied  jjowers  will  not 
hefitate  to  make  this  their  common 
caufe,  and  to  procure  to  the  Repub- 
lic due  latlsfu'-tion  and  indemnityfor 
the  lofies  occalioned  by  an  attrck 
equally  unjuil:  and  violent ;  and  that 
the  laid  powers  will  moreover,  in 
conjunftion  with  the  States  General, 
take  I'uch  farther  meafures,  as  the 
exigencies  of  the  prefent  circum- 
flancea  may  require.  This  their 
High  Mightinefles  folicit  with  great 
(I  :)  earneilnsfS} 
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cavneftnefs,  nnd  rely  upcn  it  with  fo 
much  more  conhdeuce,  as  they  are 
firmiy  perluaded,  that  the  generous 
and  equitable  fentiments,  which  ac- 
tuate their  imperial  and  royal  Ma- 
jeilies,  will  not  I'uiVcr  them  to  let  the 
Republic  tall  a  viv-lim  to  a  fyftem  of 
politics,  not  leis  glorious  than  tound- 
ed  in  equity,  and  cftablifhed  lor  the 
I'ecuiity  of  the  rights  of  neutral  na- 
tions ;  and  elpccially  as  the  Repub- 
lic, if  left  fingly  expofed  to  the  ini- 
quitous and  violent  attr.cks  ot  Eng- 
land, would  hardly  be  able  to  cope 
^vith  that  overbearing  power,  and 
thus  run  the  hazard  of  becoming  to- 
tally ufelefs  to  the  faid  confederation. 
For  thefe  re:ifons,  the  under-wrlt- 
ten  envoy  extraordinary,  infifiiijg 
on  the  motives  urged  here  above, 
and  fully  perkiadcd  that  the  ratifica- 
tions of  the  treaty  figned  at  Peters- 
burgh,  will  take  place  as  foon  as 
poilible,  has  the  honour,  in  the  name 
and  by  exprefs  order  of  his  mafters, 
to  claim  the  performance  of  the  en- 
gagements llipulated  in  the  Articles 
Vil.  VIII.  and  iX.  of  the  faid 
treaty,  and  to  require,  in  virtue 
thereof,  a  fpeedy  and  adequate  af- 
liftaiice  from  his  Swcdiih  Majeily, 
whofe  noble  and  equitable  fenti- 
jnents,  acknowledged  by  all  Europe, 
will  not  permit  hirn  to  abandon  the 
complete  cllablidiment  of  a  fyflem 
worthy  the  hiuhell  praife. 

The  friendfliip  and  affedion  of 
your  Majeily  towards  their  high 
ivjightinefles,  leave  them  no  doubt 
of  your  Majefty's  willingly  granting 
the  alfiftance  which  they  now  claim, 
andalfo  promifeto  the  underwritten 
envoy  a  fpeedy  and  f.itisfatStory  an- 
Iwer,  which  he  folrcits  the  more 
anxioufly,  as  every  moment's  delay 
tnay  be  attended  with  heavy  and  ir- 
J-eparjble  loifes  to  the  Republic. 
(Signed ) 

i).  W.  Van  LYnd£n. 


From  the   Cari  bbi  an  Gazette, 
of  March  i6,    17M. 

To  their  Excellencies  Sir  George 
Bridges  Roi^neY,  Baronet,  and 
Knight  of  the  Mofi  Honourable  Or- 
der of  the  Bath  ;  and  the  Houourablt 
General  John  V  a  u  g  h  a  n  ,  Com  - 
maiulers  in  Cbief  of  bis  Majcfy  i 
Fleets  and  Ar?nics  in  the  Wejilndiei^ 

The  Memorial  and  Remon- 
strance of  the  Merchants  of 
Saint  Christopher,  /ir //jf/w- 
fclves,  and,  as  Agents  and  Favors., 
for  maiiy  of  the  mofi  commercial 
Houfes  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland. 

YOUR  Excellencies  having  re- 
fufed  the  reqiieftof  our  former 
memorial,  we  have  thought  it  nc- 
ceffary  to  intrude  upon  you  with  a 
fecond  appUc;ition,  that  we  may  not 
be  wanting  in  all  due  rcfpeft  to  your 
excellencies  characters  ;  that  our 
proceedings  may  be  conducted  with 
that  caution  and  deliberation  which 
is  confident  with  the  equity  ot  our 
deinands  ;  and  that  your  excellen- 
cies may  be  made  acquainted  with 
our  farther  determination,  in  cafv: 
thofc  demands  continue  to  be  refufed. 
We  have  already  reprefented,  that 
our  property,  and  that  of  our  con- 
It  ituents,  fairly  bought,  under  the 
fanftion  of  atts  of  parliament,  with 
their  and  our  money,  has  been  forci- 
bly taken  from  us,  without  our  being 
allowed  to  mark  or  number  the  pack- 
ages, and  without  knowing  on  what 
fliips  they  were  to  be  loaded.  We 
have  now  to  add  to  that  information, 
that  infurances  for  fome  of  thofe  very 
goods  have  been  ordered  to  be  made 
in  England,  before  the  capture  of 
the  ifland,  on  fliips  engaged  for  the 
parpofe  of  carrying  them  to  Great 
Britanij 
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Britain,  and  now  a<5lLially  in  this 
port.  As  by  thefe  means  our  pro- 
perty is  wretled  out  of  our  hands, 
.  and  the  infurers  abfolvcd  trom  their 
engiigements,  we  conlider  your  ex- 
cellencies, and  thofe  employed  under 
you,  as  anfvverable  for  ail  rifques 
whatever  of  Tea,  as  well  as  the  ene- 
my, until  the  delivery  of  our  goods 
into  the  hands  of  our  refpcftivc  cor- 
refpondentb  in  England;  and  y  >ur 
excellencies  will  not  be  llirpnzcd  at 
our  uli.ig  all  the  means  which  the 
laws  of  our  country  have  provided 

tor  us  to  feek  redrefs. This  is  a 

duty  we  owe  to  ourlelves,  our  fami- 
lies, our  creditors,  and  ourconilitu- 
ents,  however  diiagreeable  it  niutl: 
be  to  have  any  diiputes  with  gentle- 
men, whom  we  have  always  conlider- 
ed  as  the  protestors  of  our  perlbns 
and  fortunes.  In  this  application 
lorourfelves,  we  wifh  it  to  be  under- 
ftood,  that  the  property  cf  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  captured  ifiands  is 
included,  that  may  have  been  forci- 
bly taken  oft"  from  St.  Eulfatius,  in 
the  fame  manner  that  our's  have  been. 
Their  produce  was  brouglK  and  our's 
purchafed  there,  under  the  fanftlon 
of  a6t3  of  parliament  ;  and  in  what- 
ever light  men  of  your  high  rank 
and  elevated  Nations  may  conlider 
fuch  authorities,  we  have  been  taught 
to  look  up  to  them  with  reverence 
and  veneration,  and  have  always  un- 
derllood,  that  even  his  Majeily  can- 
not dilpenfe  with  them  ;  confequent- 
\y  cannot  delegate  fuch  a  power  to 
others. 

In  regard  to  the  European  goods, 
now  in  our  llores,  and  in  the  hands 
of  our  fadors  at  St.  Euifatius,  we 
intreat  your  exceller>cies  to  deter- 
mine their  fate  as  foon  as  poffible  ; 
and,  fhould  there  be  a  general  con- 
fifcation,  and  the  proceeds  to  remain 
in  agents  hands,    or  the  goods  de- 
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tained  from  us,  till  his  Majeify's 
pleafure  is  known  ;  —  we  beg  leave  to 
reprefent,  that  we  conlider  ourfchcs 
as  no  ways  obliged  to  reil  faiisfied 
with  fuch  fales  or  detention,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  will  feek  all  lawful  re- 
drefs, in  this  country  and  in  Eng- 
land, againft  your  excellencies,  and 
all  employed  to  take  them  out  of  our 
poiretlion,  or  w'ho  prevent  our  re- 
moving or  dirpoling  of  them  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  they  may  fell  ibr 
their  full  v:Jue. 

As  it  is  not  only  neceflary  to  the 
fecurity  of  our  rights,  but  alfo  in 
conformity  with  your  excellencies 
delire,  that  we  fliould  produce  inven- 
tories of  all  our  cfte6ts  at  St.  Eufla- 
tius,  we  doubt  not  but  your  excel- 
lencies will  readily  furnlfii  us  with 
the  means  of  procuring  them.  We 
have  therefore  to  requell  of  your 
excellencies,  that,  in  order  to 
enable  us,  and  our  partners  and 
fadors  at  St.  Euftatius,  to  afcertain 
the  amount  of  the  goods  already 
fliipped  offby  authority  of  your  ex- 
cellencies, and  ot  what  may  here- 
after be  taken  from  us,  you  would 
be  pleafed  to  permit  fuch  an  inter- 
courfe  perfonal,  and  by  correfpon 
dence  between  us  and  them,  as  may 
facilitate  a  meafure  fo  neceflary  to 
give  the  laws  ot  our  country  their 
proper  courfe  ;  and  as  your  ex- 
cellencies, in  reply  to  our  tormer 
memorial,  were  pleafed  to  refer 
us  to  that  channel,  we  have 
IHII  an  additional  reafon  to  ex- 
pcft  that  this  requell:  will  be  com  • 
plied  with. 

And  as  the  inhabitants  of  the 
captured  ifiands,  in  vvhofe  behalf  W'e 
alfoclaim,  have  confiderable property 
on  board  of  Dutch  veflels,  now  in 
St.  Euftatius  road,  which  we  are  in- 
formed, are  under  your  excellencies 
orders  for  England  ; — we  think  it 
(1  3)  highly 
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highly  proper  we  iliould  here  requefl 
your  excellencies  to  direct  that  all 
papers,  particularly  the  certificates 
relating  to  fuch  property,  be  tranf- 
mitted  to  England,  by  each  veflbl, 
and  that  the  principal  officers  of 
each  fliip  be  llkevvife  fent  home,  to 
prove  the  flupnient  and  property  ot 
fuch  goods,  in  compliance  with  his 
Mnjeliy's  inflruttions. 

We  Ihall  farther  ufe  the  freedom 
to  reprelent  to  your  exxellencies  one 
ferious  bad  confequence  that  mny 
arife  to  Britiih  fubjeiSfs,  from  the 
iTieafures  threatened  by  your  excel- 
lencies, if  put  in  execution.  It  is 
impofiible  for  many  ot  us  to  be  more 
efteftually  ruined  by  future  events 
than  by  the  prefent  ;  but  our  more 
wealthy  conftituents,  and  the  nation 
•at  hu'ge,  may  fufter  from  the  exainple 
let  by  your  excellencies  to  other 
powers  :  if  by  the  fate  of  war  thefe 
iflands  ihould  fall  into  the  hands  of 
an  enraged  enemy,  there  will  be  a 
pretext  for  them  to  retaliate,  andcon- 
fifcate  private  property  ; — Inch  il:cps 
will  totally  deprive  us  ot  the  means 
of  paying  our  generous  creditors  in 
England,  and  be  the  caufe  of  nu- 
merous bankruptcies  there.  Thus 
there  will  be  ruin  inflicted  on  the 
very  people  in  the  mother  country, 
who  are,  with  unparalleled  liberali- 
ty, fubfcribing  to  fupport  the  war, 
and  the  principal  pillars  of  the  ftate 
will  fall  to  the  ground.  The  con- 
queroi's  of  all  civilized  nations  have 
ever  h.\d  an  eye  to  this,  and  both 
motives  of  h  umanity  and  policy,  pre- 
fcrved  the  property  of  individuals. 
One  inll:ance  lately  happened  to  the 
contrary  :  Grenada  having  been 
taken  by  ftorm,  without  capitulation, 
was  at  the  mercy  of  the  conquerors. 
Though  the  count  d'Eftaign  did  not 
feize  the  property  of  individuals, 
yet  he  ifuicd  edifts  to  prevent  pay- 
ment of  debts  du?:  in  Great  Britain, 


and  difplaced  agents  of  abfentees,  by 
appointing  truliees  to  receive  the  pro- 
duce ot  the  eilates.  Thofe  meafures 
occafioned  an  univerlal  clamour 
among  the  enlightened  part  of  the 
French  nation,  who  carried  remon- 
flrances  to  the  throne  of  an  abfolute 
Monarch,  and  count  d'iiftaign's 
conduct  was  feverely  reprobated, 
his  edi£ts  refcinded,  and  the 
inhabitants  put  upon  the  fame 
footing  with  French  fubjeCts  in  that 
iiland. 

It  is  fo  far  from  our  Inclination  to 
give  any  trouble  to  your  excellen- 
cies, that  it  is  with  reiucfance  we 
have  once  more  trefpalled  upon  vour 
attention ;  but  as  we  were  alking  for 
a  right,  and  not  folicitlng  a  favour, 
and  as  that  right  is  of  the  greateft 
importance  to  us,  we  not  only  hope 
that  we  fliall  fland  excufed  to  your 
excellencies,  but  that  you  will,  upon 
farther  refleClion,  comply  vvirh  our 
juif  rcqueft. 

The  above  Memorial  and  Remon- 
ftrance  was  prefentcd  to  their 
excellencies  Admiral  Rodney  and 
General  Vaughan,  by  John 
Glanville,  Efq.  his  IVJaiefty's  So- 
licitor-eeneral. 


Adm'n-al    Rodney's    /n/kver    fo     the 
Merchants  of  St.  Chrijlopher. 

SI  R  George  Brydges  Rodney 
piefents  his  compliments  to 
Mr.  Glanville,  and  as  his  whole 
time  has  been  lb  fully  einployed  on 
his  Majcily's  and  the  public's  fer- 
vice,  as  not  to  allow  him  as  yet, 
leifure  to  perufe  the  memorial  he 
delivered  to  him,  he  mull:  excufe 
him,  if  till  he  has  perufed  it,  and 
conlidered  it  attentively,  he  cannot 
give  an  anfwer  thereto  ;  but  owns 
himfclf  furp'.ifed  that  gentlemen, 
who  call  themfelves  fubjetls  and 
merchants 
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nierclmnts  of  Great  Britain,  (Inould, 
when  it  was  in  their  power  to  lodge 
their  eSeds  in  the  Biitilh  iilands  to 
windward,  where  they  were  under 
protection  of  the  Britifli  laws  and 
the  Britifh  flag,  fend  them  to  lee- 
ward, to  the  illand  of  St.  Euftatius, 
where,  in  the  eye  of  common  reafon 
and  common  fenfe,  they  could  only 
be  lodged  as  a  depofit  to  fupply  the 
neceffities  of  their  King  and  their 
country's  enemies. 

The  illand  of  St.  Euftatius  was 
Dutch,  evervthing  in  it  was  Dutch, 
every  thing  was  under  the  proteci^ion 
of  the  Dutch  flag,  and  that,  as  Dutch 
it  fliall  be  treated,  is  the  firm  rcfo- 
lution  of  a  Brltifli  Admiral,  who 
has  no  view  whatever,  but  to  do  the 
duty  he  owes  his  king  and  country  I" 


To  the  Kings M»fi  Excellent  Majejiy. 
The  Petition  of  the  Wejl  India  Planters 
and  Merchnntu 
Moji  humbly  Jhe-ivcth, 

THAT  your  petitioners  have 
very  conliderahle  property, 
and  debts  due  to  them,  in  ine  feveral 
iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies,  ilibjeft  to 
the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  as  alio 
in  the  iflands  of  Grenada,  the  Gre- 
nadines, Dominica,  and  St.  Vin- 
cent, which  have,  in  the  courfe  ot 
the  prefent  hoftilities,  hillen  under 
the  dominion  of  France. 

That  they  have  always  conceived 
it  to  be  a  maxim  among  civilized 
nations,  eftablillied  in  humanity  and 
found  policy,  "  that  war  fliould  be 
♦'  carried  on  with  the  Icaft  poifible 
♦'  injury  to  private  property,  found 
*'  in  anv  countries  or  towns,  which 
"  may  be  Invaded  or  conquered  :" 
the  happy  eftefls  of  which  wile  prin- 
eiple  your  petitioners  have  hitherto 
experienced  in  the  fecurity  of  their 
eftates  and  effefts  from  rapine  and 
plunder,  which  have  been  recipro- 


cally difcouiitenanced  by  the  gover- 
nors in  the  Weft  indies,  as  ruinous 
to  individuals,  and  produftive  of  no 
decifive  advantage  to  any  of  the  fo- 
vercign  ftates  concerned. 

Your  petitioners  are  therefore  fe- 
rioufly  alarmed  at  the  general  fcizure 
made  by  the  commanders  of  your 
Majefly's  fca  and  land  forces,  of 
goods,  merchandize,  and  fpecic, 
found  in  tlie  iilands  of  St.  Euftatius 
and  St.  Martin,  on  their  furrender- 
ing,  without  refiftance,  and  at  dif- 
cretion,  to  the  laid  commanders  ; 
humbly  conceiving,  that  the  inha- 
bitants of  places,  which  fubmit  to 
the  will,  and  furrender  themfelves 
to  the  difcretlon  of  an  invading  ene- 
my, immediately  upon  fuch  fub- 
million,  become  the  fubjecfls  of  that 
foverelgn,  or  ftate,  to  whom  the 
victorious  army  belongs  ;  and,  con- 
fequently,  by  their  allegiance,  are 
entitled  to  fecurity  in  their  perfons 
and  property  ;  it  being  as  repug- 
nant to  policy  as  humanity,  to  per- 
mit one  clafs  of  fubjec^ts  to  plunder 
another,  the  trader  having  an  equal 
claim  with  the  foldier  to  the  protec- 
tion of  government. 

Your  petitioners  humbly  beg  leave 
to  reprefent  to  j'our  Majefty,  that 
thofe  Dutch  iflands  did  belong  to  a 
foverelgn  ftate,  by  whofe  authority 
and  permiliion  the\'  were  made,  and 
have  ever  iince  been,  free  ports  ;  and 
that  they  have  been  recognized  as 
fjch  by  Great  Britain,  and  all  the 
other  maritime  powers  of  Europe, 
who  have  poifelfions  in  the  Weft 
Indies. 

That  Great  Britain,  in  particular, 
h;is  never  interdidcd,  or  prohibited, 
to  her  fubjefts,  the  trade  of  thofe 
Dutch  iflands,  but  has,  on  the  con- 
trary, permitted  the  exportation  of 
great  quantities  of  various  articles  of 
goods  of  the  growth,  produce,  aad 
manufacture  of  this  country,  whicli 
(I  4)  havQ 
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have  been  regularly  and  openly  en- 
tered out,  at  the  feveral  ports  ia 
this  kingdom,  for  the  laid  Dutch 
illands. 

That  an  aft  was  pafTed  laft  feffion 
of  parliament,  for  removing  any  le- 
gal doubts  arifing  out  of  the  Naviga- 
pon  A&,  refpefting  the  imporraticn 
of  tobacco  of  the  growth  oF  the  co- 
lonies in  North  America,  which, 
having  cfcaped  Britifli  capture,  had 
been  Imported  from  the  colonics  in 
rebellion,  into  thofe  Dutch  illands, 
declaring  and  enafting,  "  that  fuch 
*'  tobacco  might  be  legallv  imported 
*'  from  thofe,  or  any  oiher  neutral 
*'  illands,  into  any  Eritifli  ifland, 
*'  and  Irom  thence  into  Great  Bri- 
*'  tain  :"  by  which  aft,  the  trade 
to  the  faid  illands  of  St.  Euftatlus 
and  St.  Martin,  which  had  always 
been  in  many  refpefts  legal,,  became 
an  objeft  of  public  encouragement, 
by  being  extended  beyond  what  the 
ilrift  confirutftion  of  law  fecmed  for- 
merly to  authorize. 

That  lince  the  pafflngthe  f.dd  aft, 
and  even  before,  during  the  prefent 
rebellion,  a  great  part  of  the  to- 
bacco, abfolutcly  necefTary  for  the 
confumption  and  revenue  of  Great 
Britain,  has  been  imported  through 
that  channel,  to  the  manii'eil;  benefit 
Oi  the  navigation  of  this  kingdom  ; 
for,  if  the  market  had  not  been  fup- 
plied  by  thofe  means,  there  would 
have  been  an  indifpenfablc  neceffity 
for  admitting  tobacco  Irom  Holland, 
after  having  been  carried  thither 
from  thofe  ifl'.inds  in  Dutch  veffcls ; 
and  Great  Britain  would,  confe- 
fjuently,  have  been  deprived  of  the 
profit  arilin;;:  from  the  lung;  naviua- 
tion  01  that  bulky  commodity. 

That  fince  the  commencement  of 
the  American  rebelUorj,  the  faid 
illands  of  St.  Eufiiatius  and  St.  Mar- 
tin have  been  frequently  of  the  moil: 
cflential   fervice  to  the  Britiih  lee- 


ward illands,  particularly  ia  tha 
years  1777  and  1778,  when  the 
illands  of  Antigua  and  St.  Chrifio- 
pher  would  have  fulFered  all  the  mi- 
I'erles  of  aftual  famine,  hadnotthey 
drawn  from  St.  Euftatius  thofe  fup- 
plies  which  they  formerly  received 
from  North  America. 

That,  hnce  the  capture  of  Gre- 
nada, the  Grenadines,  Dominica, 
and  St.  Vincent,  thole  iflands  have 
been  principally  fupphed  with  the 
feveral  necellaries  for  their  confump- 
tion, and  for  the  cultivation  of  their 
plantations,  through  the  medium  of 
fcit.  Eufiatius,  and  that  many  Britiih 
lubjefts,  having  property  in  thofe 
captured  illands,  have  been  obliged 
to  eilablilli  houfes  of  trade  in  the 
faid  ifland  of  St.  Euilatius,  for  the 
exprefs  purpofe  ot  fupplying  thofe 
illands,  and  have  ordered  various 
articles  to  be  fliipped  for  bt.  Eijfta- 
tlus  from  Great  Britain  as  well  as 
from  Holland. 

■"I  hat  the  great  want  of  plantation 
llores,  and  other  neceifaries,  in  thole 
captured  iflands,  has  alio  obliged 
many  of  the  planters  to  Ihip,  from 
time  to  time,  a  great  part  of  the 
produce  of  their  plantations  to  St. 
Eufiatius,  for  the  purpole  ol  pur- 
chaiing  fuch  plantation  (lores  and 
neceiiariet. 

That  many  of  your  Majeily's 
faithful  and  loyal  fubjefts,  on  thQ 
faith  of  Great  Britain  having  re- 
cognized the  trade,  have  fettled  as 
general  traders  in  thofe  Dutch  illands, 
and  have  confiderable  property  iia 
goods,  merchandize,  and  money,  in 
the  faid  illands  ;  and  that  others  of 
your  Majeily's  mod:  faithful  and 
loyal  fubje£ts,  as  agents  for  the 
Dutch  as  well  as  Britiih  merchants 
in  thofe  illands,  have  ihipped  conli- 
derable  quantities  of  goods  and  mer- 
chandize on  account  of  the  laid  mer- 
chants. 

?hat 
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That  thofe  Dutch  iflands,  parti- 
cularly St.  Eiiftatiiis,  have  therefore 
been,  and  ought  to  be  conlidered 
as  tree  ports,  open  to  all  the  world, 
where  the  lubjetts  of  all  llates  iu 
amity  vv^ith  Holland  were  equally 
welcome,  where  the  goods  imported 
by  the  hand  of  commerce  were  at 
open  marker,  ready  to  be  fold  to 
the  bell  bidder,  without  favour  and 
aftetlion,  without  any  partial  or  po- 
litical  attachment  or  predilection  to 
any  ot  the  powers  at  war,  without 
regard  to  any  other  objec^t  than  that 
of  mercantile  profit,  which  is  the 
jpring  and  foul  of  all  commerce 
whatever  ;  and  that  the  value  of 
the  fald  illands  to  that  fovereign 
power  to  which  they  belonged,  as 
well  as  to  your  Ma;cily's  fubjefts 
and  other  nations,  confuted  in  their 
being  univerfal  open  marts,  and  not 
in  the  inconliderable  production  of 
their  foil. 

Yourpetiiioners  humbly  beg  leave 
to  reprcfent  to  your  Majefty,  that, 
as  a  very  coniiderable  p;irt  of  the 
property  found  in  thofe  Dutch  iflands 
inult  necelfarily  belong  to  many  of 
your  Majeily's  moft  faithful  and 
loyal  fubjects,  from  the  caufes  above 
flatcd,  fo  there  are  likewife  others 
of  your  Majcily's  fubjecls  refiding 
in  Great  Britain,  and  the  Britifli 
Leeward  lilands,  who  are  large  cre- 
ditors of  the  Dutch  and  Britifli  mer- 
chants in  thofe  Dutch  illands,  not 
only  on  account  of  goods  and  mer- 
chandize, openly  and  avowedly 
dipped  by  them,  as  the  agents  of 
the  faid  merchants,  but  alio  in  re- 
fpe6f  ol  dealings  and  engagements, 
antecedent  to,  and  unconnefted 
with,  the  trade  carried  on  by  fuch 
their  debtors  in  thofe  iflands. 

With  refpfCttothe  property  found 

in  the  faid  iflands,  belonging  to  the 

fubje6fs  of  the  ftatcs  of  Holland,  or 

any  other  of   your  Majeiiy's  ene- 
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mies,  your  petitioners  having  alrea- 
dy llated  what  they  humbly  conceive 
to  be  the  humane  and  policical  prac- 
tice of  war,  feel  themlelvcs  im- 
pelled, by  the  principle  of  gratitude, 
to  prefent  to  your  royal  view  the 
condudt  of  the  commanders  of  the 
French  King's  forces,  and  of  the 
court  of  France,  in  the  cafe  of  the 
conquefi  of  the  iflands  of  Grenada 
and  the  Grenadines. 

When  the  ifland  of  Grenada,  af- 
ter having  made  a  zealous  but  uti- 
fuccefstul  defence  againft  the  ene- 
my's force,  furrendered  at  difcre- 
tion,  there  was  no  plunder  allowed, 
except  on  the  Hofpital  Hill,  which, 
was  taken  by  florm,  and  where  the 
fmall  effedts  that  were  lodged  necef- 
farily  fell,  in  furore  bell:-,  tothefirft 
of  the  affailants  who  could  lay  their 
hands  upon  them.  The  goods  and 
merchandize  in  the  town  of  St. 
George,  in  that  ifland,  to  a  very- 
large  amount,  not  merely  intended 
for  the  ufe  and  confumption  of  the 
ifland,  but  for  the  general  market 
of  the  Weft  Indies,  remained  un- 
touched, and  every  fpecies  of  pro- 
perty whatever  was  left  inviolate, 
even  the  goods  upon  the  kevs  and 
beach  in  various  parts  of  the  ifland. 

There  were  indeed  certain  ordi- 
nances iflued  by  the  French  gover- 
nor, on  taking  pofleflion  of  the  faid 
ifland,  by  which  the  produce  of  all 
plantations  belonging  to  abfentees 
was  to  be  fequeftered  until  a  peace, 
and  the  payment  of  all  debts  due  to 
your  Majeiiy's  fubjefts,  refiding  in 
any  part  of  your  Majefty's  domi- 
nions, was  prohibited  under  pain  of 
military  execution.  But,  on  the 
application  of  the  parties  interefted 
to  the  court  of  France,  thofe  ordi- 
nances were  immediately  revoked  by 
his  Moft  Chriflian  Majefty,  and  all, 
perfons  whatever,  whether  prefent 
or  abfent,  were  fecured  in  the  full 
pofleflioa 
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pofTeffion  of  their  eftates  and  ef- 
feds  ;  his  mofl.  Chriilian  Majefty 
having  been  pleafed,  at  the  fame 
time,  to  exprefs  his  difapprobation 
of  thofe  ordinances,  "  as  tending 
*'  to  injure  civil  contradls,  which 
*'  arc  founded  on  the  law  of  na- 
*'  ture,  and  which  form  the  moft 
•*  facred  bond  of  fociety,  being  the 
"  principal  fource  of  that  recipro- 
•*  cal  communication  and  inter- 
*'  courfe  fubfiRing between  thefub- 
•*  jeds  of  all  nations  ;  to  which 
"  contracts,  and  to  private  proper- 
"  ty  in  general,  the  pradlice  of 
**  war,  among  civilized  ftates,  has 
*'  ever  had  the  moll:  tender  re- 
*'  gard." 

Your  petitioners  llkewife,  with 
pleafure  refled,  that  your  Majefty, 
in  the  very  beginning  of  your  reign, 
gave  a  ftriking  example  of  cle- 
mency upon  the  capture  of  Domi- 
nica, the  inhabitants  of  which  ifland 
were  fettled  there,  againll  exprefs 
treaties,  unacknowledged  by  any 
fovereign,  profeffing  neutrality,  yet 
exercifing  hoftilities  againll  your 
Majefty's  fubjefls  ;  and,  v/hen  fum- 
moned  to  fubmit  to  your  Majefty's 
arms,  not  only  refufed  to  furrender, 
but,  provoking  an  aflault,  were  re- 
duced fvvord  in  hand. — Yet,  by  your 
Majefty's  wifdom  and  generofity, 
the  inhabltar.ts  of  that  i/land  were 
preferved  in  the  pofleffion  of  all 
their  property. 

Your  petitioners  do  not  conceive, 
that  thofe  defencelefs  Dutch  illands 
were  furprifed,  and  taken  pofTeffion 
of,  by  your  Majefty's  arms  for  the 
fake  of  inglorious  fpoil,  but  merely 
with  a  view  to  great  political  ob- 
jefts  in  conducing  the  prefent  ho- 
llilities  againft  the  combined  ene- 
mies of  Britain,  by  depriving  them, 
an  future,  of  the  convenience  and 
ivdvantage  of  thofe  marts.     They 


have  ever  confidered  Great  Britain 
as  priding  herfelf  in  adts  of  gene- 
rofity and  humanity,  not  lefs  than 
in  brilliant  atchievements  of  valour 
in  war  :  and  they  are  confident, 
that  your  Majefty  will  not  permit 
the  Britifh  name  to  be  ftained  by 
a  departure  from  that  line  of  con- 
duft,  which  has  hitherto  fo  pecu- 
liarly chara<Slerifed  this  nation,  and 
her  facred  regard  to  the  rights  of 
mankind. 

They  beg  leave  to  repeat  to  your 
Majefty,  that  the  confifcation  of 
private  property  in  thofe  Dutch 
iflands  would  grievoufly  alFeft  many 
of  your  Majefty's  moft  faithful  and 
loyal  fubjeds,  who  have  traded 
there  under  the  fanftion  of  our 
laws,  or  who  arc  creditors  of  mer- 
chants in  the  faid  iflands  ;  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  to  ftate  to  your  Ma- 
jefty their  apprehenlions,  that  fuch 
a  meafure,  fo  far  as  it  would  injure 
the  property  of  the  fubje£ls  of  the 
enemy,  muft  neceffarily  tend  to  in- 
creafe  the  calamities  of  war,  by  ex- 
citing defperate  refiftance,  by  ex- 
afperating  our  foes  againft  the  trad-  i^ 
ing  inhabitants  of  thofe  iflands 
which  may  hereafter  be  obliged  to 
fubmit  to  their  arms,  and  by  efta- 
blilhing  a  predatory  fyftem,  de- 
fbudlive  and  ruinous  in  its  confe- 
quences  to  individuals,  and  of  no 
folid  benefit  to  the  feveral  flates 
concerned. 

Your  petitioners,  therefore,  do 
moft  humbly,  but  fervently, 
pray,  that  your  Majefty  will 
be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  take 
the  premifes  into  your  ferious 
confideration,  and  remove  the 
apprehenfions  of  your  peti- 
tioners, by  adopting  fuch  mea- 
fures,  on  the  prefent  occafion, 
as  to  your  Majefty,  in  your 
great 
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great  wifdom,  juftice,  and  cle- 
mency, ihall  leem  meet. 

Signed  by  order,  and  in  the  name, 
and  on  the  behalf  of  the  Welt 
India  planters  and  merchants, 

William  Crichton, 
Chairman  of  the   general  meeting 
on  this  fpecial  bufinefs. 

London^    April  6,    1 7  8 1 . 


j/in  Account  of  the  Su?>is  expended  In  Se- 
cret Service  during  the  Tears  1778, 
1779,  a7td  ly'So. 

'    £• 

1778  Secretaries  of  ftate  27,500 
Firll  lord  of  treafury  3,200 
Commander  in  chief      4,800 


Admiralty         —  2,000 

1779  Secretaries  —  21,000 
Treafury  —  1,000 
Commander  in  chief  500 
Admiralty           —           1,000 

1780  Secretaries  —        23,000 

Treafury  800 

Admiralty  —  1.300 

Commander  in  chief         850 

The  following  is  a  ftate  of  the 
improvement  made  in  fome  of  the 
new  taxes,  with  the  receipt  of  1780, 
being  greater  than  that  of  1770, 

by  ^. 

Servants  tax  —  26,000 

Houfe  duty  —  29,500 

5  cent.  Cullom  and  Excife  78,000 
Stamps  new  —  11,100 

Polting         —        —        29,000 


Jn  Jccount  of  the  Perpetual  Taxes  laid  on  fince  the  Co??mencement  of  the  War 

ivitb  .America. 
Computed  Produce /rr  Annum. 
1776. 

Stamps  on  deeds,  —  

Ditto  on  newfpapers,  — — 

Ditto  on  cards. 


Additional  duty  on  coaches,  


1777. 
Tax  on  fervants, 
Stamps, 


Additional  duty  on  glafs  

Duty  on  fales  by  auftion,  ■  

^778. 

Tax  upon  houfe  rents,  — —           ■ 264,000 

Additional  duty  on  wines,  •  72,000 

A  tax  upon  taxes,  viz.  an  additionnl   furcharge  of 

5  per  cent,  on  cuftoms  and  excife,  —  314,000 

A  tax  upon  poll-horfes,         • ■                     164,000 


17S0. 
An  additional  tax  upon  malt,  — 

An  additional  duty  on  Britifh  low  wines, 
Ditto  on  Britilh  fpirits         — 


310,000 

-*,6i7 

4'557 


73,000 


105,300 
55,000 
45,oco 
37,000 


242,000 


336,000 


478,000 


Carried  ^65,174 
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An  additional  duty  on  brandy, 
Ditto  en  rum, 


Brought  over  365,174 

—      •      3S'3'o 

70,9,-8 

• •  72,000 

12,899 
46,139 
69,000 
21,000 
9,08: 


Second  additional  duty  on  wines,  • 

Additional  duty  on  coals  exported,  —  , 

Additional  5  per  cent,  on  the  above  laid  taxes, 

Additional  duty  upon  fait,  . 

Additional  ftamp  duties,  — .  

I)uty  on  licences  to  fell  tea,  -    —  ■ 

1781. 
Five  per  cent    on  excife,  except  malt,  foap,  can- 
dles, and  hides,  • 

Dlfcount  of  the  culloms,  

Tobacco,    id.  three  farthings  per  pound,        

Sugar,  halfpenny  per  pound,       •—■ ■  ■  

Since  laid,  '«- —  ■   ■  '  »— — . 

Duty  on  paper,  • 

Duty  on  almanacks  *-■ — 


-=-  701,616 


150,000 

167,000 

61,000 

326,000 

100,060 
10,000 


704,000 


I  I  ■^,0"0 


The  exafl  national  debt  up  to  July  5,   !7'8i, 
'     The  annual  intereft  raifed  on  the  public  is  6 
So  far  the  funded  debt,  and  the  taxes  laid, 

intereft  to  the  public  creditors.     The  deb 

puted  as  here  under  : 
Navy  debt  on  the  ill  of  January,  1782,  abou 

Army  extraordinaries,  — —  

Vote  of  credit  of  lalt  feflion,     

Ordnance  debt,  

Money  to  be  voted  for  Navy  extras,  — 
Exchequer  i)ills  in  circulation,  about  — 
Borrowed  from  the  Bank  of  England,         — 

Suppofe,  when  this  fum  comes  to  be  funded, 
that  the  loan  or  bargain  with  the  public,  may, 
as  it  has  for  the  two  or  three  laft  years,  be  nego- 
ciated  at  c;  i-half  per  cent,  the  annual  intereft 
to  be  paid  on  twentv-one  millions  will  be     — 

RECAPli'ULATION. 
J'rincipal  funded  on  the  5th  of  July,   1781,       i 
principal  which  will  remain  unfunded  on  the 

firft  of  January,    1782,  -— ^ 

Total  of  the  national  debt  on  faid  laft  men- 
tioned day,  — 

]ntereft   paid,    for  which    provifions   have 

been  made  by  taxes,   5th  July,    1781, 
Intereft  to  be  paid  for  the  debts  not  yet  funded, 
;^hich  will -land  due  on  the  ill  of  January,  1782, 


2,644,616 
is  177,206,000!. 
,8i2,oool. 

in  order  to  difcharge  th« 
t  unfunded  may  be  cora- 

t    9,000,000 

3,000,000 

1^000,000 

1 ,000,000 

I, coo, 000 

4,0  o,cco 
•     z,co^,ooo 


1,155,000 
77,206,000 
21,000,000 


21,000,000 


6,889,000 
1,155,000 


•  198,206,000 


8,044,000 
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So  that  on  the  firft  of  January,  people,  in  taxes,  previouflv  to  the 

«^- rhe  national  debt,  funded  and  breaking  out  of  the  prefent  war, 

sd    will  amount  to  ofie  hun-  the  annual  intercft,  on   the  firll  of 

"di-cd  and  ninety-eight  tnillions^  and  a  January,    1776,  being  in  or  about 

confiderable  fraction,  and  the  inte-  four  milliom  three  hundred  thoufand 

reft  to  eight  miUions^  which  is  nearly  pounds. 

double  to  what  was  paid  by  the 


Whitehall,  Sept.  22,   178 1. 

Capitulation  of  the  IJland  of  Tobago, 
received  from  Lieutenant-governor 
Fergufoji . 

[Translation.] 

Capitulation  of  the  Ijland  of  Tohags, 
betivecn  the  Comte  de  GraJJe,  com- 
manding the  naval  forces  of  his  mcjl 
Chriflian  Majefty,  and  the  Mar- 
quis de  Bouille,  commandant-gene- 
ral of  the  French  Windv:ard  Jflands 
in  America^  on  the  one  part ;  aiid 
the  ho7iourahle  George  Fergufon, 
£fq.  co?nmander  in  chief  of  the 
ijland  of  Tobago  ;  and  the  honour- 
able jna'jor  Stanhope,  commanding 
his  Britannic  Majcffs  forces  in  the 
f aid  ijland,  on  the  other  part. 

Art.  I.  -nr^HE  goreroor,  ftafF 
X  and  other  officers, 
of  the  troops,  and  foldiers,  of  the 
garrifon  of  the  ifland  of  Tobago, 
Ihall  march  out  of  the  redoubt  and 
forts,  with  the  honours  of  war,  and 
Ihall  afterwards  lay  down  their  arms, 
the  officers  excepted. 

II.  The  officers  and  troops  fhall 
be  afterwards  fent  to  France,  ex- 
cept fuch  officers  as  (hall  have  per- 
miffion  from  the  French  general  to 
remain  in  the  Windward  Iflands  of 
America,  on  parole. 

The  wives  and  children  of  the 
troops  Ihall  follow  the  fame  delii- 
nation. 

III.  The  inhabitants  of  the  ifland 
fliall  prefcrve  their  civil  govern- 
jnsnc,  laws,  cultoms,  and  ordinan- 


ces ;  and  the  fame  perfons  who  now 

adminiller  juftice,  ihall  be  conti- 
nued in  their  funftions  until  the 
peace,  as  long  as  they  conduft  them- 
felves  properly. 

The  court  of  Chancery  {hall  be 
held  by  the  members  of  the  coun- 
cil, in  the  form  eltablifhed  by  the 
laws,  cuftoms,  and  ordinances,  un- 
der which  the  ifland  is  governed, 
until  the  peace  ;  but  the  appeals 
from  the  faid  court  ihall  be  made 
to  the  council  of  his  moil  Chriftian 
Majefty. 

IV.  The  inhabitants,  in  general, 
of  the  faid  ifland,  and  the  clergy, 
ihall  be  protefted  in  the  enjoyment 
of  their  eftates,  and  of  every  thing 
in  their  pofTeffion  of  vvhatfoever  na- 
ture it  may  be,  as  well  as  of  their 
privileges,  rights,  honours,  and  ex- 
emptions. They  ihall  have  the  free 
exercii'e  of  their  religion,  and  the 
clergy  ihall  enjoy  their  benefices. 

The  free  negroes  and  mulattoes, 
fliall  be  maintained  in  their  liberty, 
but  no  flave  Ihall  be  franchifed,  in 
future,  without  permiflion  from  the 
governor-general,  conformably  to 
the  cuftoms  eftabliihedin  the  French 
colonies. 

V.  The  inhabitants  fliall  pay  no 
other  taxes  to  his  nioft  Chriftiart 
Majefty  than  they  paid  to  his  Bri- 
tannic Majefty* 

The  expences  attending  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  juftice,  the  allow- 
ances to  the  clergy,  and  other  or- 
dinary charges,  to  be  defrayed  by 
the  colony^ 

Mer- 
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Merchandizes  exported  from  the 
colony,  fhall  pay  the  fame  duties 
to  the  revenue,  as  are  paid  in  the 
French  colonies.  The  duties,  on 
entry,  fhall  be  the  fame. 

The  inhabitants  fhall  enjoy  all 
the  commercial  privileges  granted 
by  his  moll  Chrillian  Majefty  in  his 
Windward  1  (lands  in  America. 

VI.  The  inhabitants  fhall  not  be 
liable  to  pay  the  contribution  of 
12CO  half-johannes  required  and 
agreed  to  be,  by  the  provifional  ca- 
pitulation ;  but  the  colony  fhall  be 
attheexpence  of  re-conltrudling  the 
buildings  which  were  burnt  during 
the  fiege,  fo  that  the  inhabitants  to 
whom  they  belonged  will  only  con- 
tribute their  quota  of  the  faid  re- 
conftruftion,  fo  that  the  whole  do 
not  exceed  1200  half-joes. 

VII.  The  effeds,  and  particu- 
larly the  flaves,  belonging  to  the 
inhabitants  of  this  colony,  which 
may  have  been  taken  during  the 
fiege,  and  which  can  be  recovered, 
ftiall  be  reftored.  Thofe  which  have 
been  carried  on  board  any  of  the 
fhips  belonging  to  the  French  fqua- 
dron,  fhall  be  landed  and  delivered 
into  the  handsof  theprovollmarOial. 

N.  B.  The  vefl'els  and  effects  on 
board  of  them,  which  were 
taken  before  the  iiland  furren- 
dered,or  after,  are  not  compre- 
hended in  this  article. 

VIII.  ThefhipSjVeffels,  and  dro- 
ghers, belonging  to  the  inhabitants 
of  this  ifland,  fliall  remain  their  pri- 
vate properly  ;  but  Engli/h  velTels, 
owned  by  perfons  in  Europe,  or  in 
the  Engliih  illands,  fhall  be  faith- 
fully given  up,  and  furrendered  to 
the  French  governor. 

IX.  The  inhabitants  who  are  ab- 
fent,  even  thofe  in  the  fervicc  of 
his  Britannic  Majefty,  fhall  be  main- 
tained in  the  pofTefTion  and  enjoy- 
ment    of    their    property,    which 


maybe  managed  by  their  attornies» 

X.  The  inhabitants  fliall  be  ob- 
liged to  provide  lodgings  for  the 
troops,  only  in  cafes  of  indifpen- 
fable  neceflity,  as  is  the  cuftom  in 
the  French  iilands,  the  King  lodg- 
ing them  in  general  at  his  own  ex- 
pence,  or  in  buildings  that  belong 
to  him. 

XI.  They  fhall  be  obliged  to 
furnifh  negroes  to  work  upon  the 
fortifications,  or  in  any  other  work 
relative  to  the  King's  fervice,  to  the 
amount  of  400  ;  and  the  faid  ne- 
groes fhall  be  maintained  at  the 
King's  expence,  while  they  are  fo 
employed. 

XI!.  The  inhabitants  fhall  take 
the  oath  of  fidelity  to  his  moll 
Chrillian  Majelly,  before  the  French 
governor  of  the  ifland  of  Tobago, 
within  the  fpace  of  two  days,  un- 
der the  penalty  of  forfeiting  their 
property. 

But  thofe  inhabitants,  and  par- 
ticularly widows,  who  on  account 
of  ficknefs,  abfence,  or  any  other 
impediment,  cannot  do  fo  within 
the  time  limited,  fliall  have  a  day 
allowed  them,  which  fhall  be  fig- 
niiied  to  them. 

XIII.  The  inhabitants  fhall  ob- 
ferve  a  flridt  neutrality,  and  fhall 
not  be  forced  to  take  up  arms  a- 
gainll  any  other  power. 

In  confequence  of  which,  they 
fhall  carry  s.11  their  arms  to  the 
chief  refidence,  where  they  fliall  be 
depofited  in  the  King's  magazines, 
except  fuch  as  the  juftice  of  the 
peace  fhall  think  neceflary  on  each 
eftate,  to  prelerve  order  among  the 
negroes  ;  but  the  juflice  of  the 
peace  fhall  anfwer  in  perfon  for  an 
improper  ufe  that  may  be  made  of 
them,  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  this 
capitulation  ;  and  they  fhall  tranf- 
mit  to  the  French  governor,  with- 
in a  certain  time,  which  fhall  be 
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prefcribed  to  them,  a  lill,  under 
cheir  own  fignatures,  of  the  arms 
which  fhall  have  been  Icfc  with  the 
inhabitants  in  their  refpeftive  di- 
ihias. 

XIV.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
ifland  which  were  not  adually,  by 
their  employments,  in  the  fervice 
of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  (hall  not 
be  reputed  prifoners  of  war. 

XV.  Merchant-flilpscomingfrom 
England,  or  from  any  other  ftate 
whatfoever,  belonging  to  the  inha- 
bitants or  merchants  of  the  iiland 
of  Tobago,  fiiali  be  received  into 
the  ports  of  the  faid  colony,  dur- 
ing the  {pace  of  fix  months,  Vv'ith- 
out  being  confifcated,  and  (hall  be 
reputed  the  property  of  the  faid 
inhabitants  or  merchants. 

Referving,  after  that  time,  to  the 
French  governor  the  right  of  judg- 
ing of  the  property  of  the  faid  vef- 
fels,  in  confideration  of  the  dillant 
places  from  whence  they  fhall  come. 
But  the  faid  inhabitants  or  mer- 
chants fhall  have  a  declaration  to 
the  director  of  the  revenue,  of  the 
vefTels  which  may  be  or  are  con- 
figned  to  them,  either  fingly  or  in 
partnerfhip,  within  the  fpace  of  one 
month. 

N.  B.  ExteRded  to  two  months. 

XVf.  The  inhabitants  in  general 
fhall  be  allowed  to  difpofe  freely  of 
their  eltates  perfonal  or  real,  in  the 
enjoyment  of  which  they  are  main- 
tained, and  confequently  to  fell  or 
alienate  them,  as  they  fhall  think 
fit. 

They  may  difpofe  equally  of  their 
revenues,  and  may  fend  their  chil- 
dren to  England,  or  elfewhere,  to 
be  educated,  and  receive  them  back 
again. 

XVir.  All  the  artillery,  the  im- 
plements, and  things  thereto  be- 
longing, all  the  arms  in  general, 
gun-powder,  provifions,  and  gene- 


rally all  elFcfts  whatfoever,  build- 
ings, moveables  and  immoveables, 
belonging  to  the  king  of  lingland, 
fliall  be  given  up  to  the  general  of 
the  troops  of  his  mofl  Chriftian  Ma- 
jerty  :  inventories  fhall  be  taken 
thereof,  and  the  delivery  lliall  be 
made  with  as  little  delay  as  pof- 
fible. 

Individuals,  who  fliall  vvith-hold 
any  of  the  efFedls  above  mentioned, 
or  any  part  thereof,  or  who  fhall 
not  give  in  an  account  of  them 
within  the  fpace  of  fifteen  days, 
fliall  be  proceeded  againfl  with  fe- 
verity. 

X V'ill.  The  inhabitants  u'ho  fhali 
have  any  Engli(h  foldiers  or  failors 
in  their  houies,  (liall  be  obliged  to 
give  information  of  them  in  the 
fpace  of  four  days,  under  the  pe- 
nalty of  one  hundred  half-johannes; 
and  thofe  who  fhall  favour  their 
efcape  fhall  be  proceeded  againit 
with  feverity. 

At  Tobago,  the  fecond  of  June, 
1781. 

Le  Marquis  de  Bouille. 

Le  Comte  de  Grasse. 

George  Ferguson. 

H.  F.  R.  Stanhope, 

Major  86th  regiment,  to 
what  relates  to  the  troops 
only. 


Addrep  of  Go'vernor  Fergufon  to  the 
Puhl'u,  relative  to  the  Capture  of 
7  oh  ago, 

THE  capitulation  of  Tobago 
having  been  publifhed  in  the 
laft  Gazette,  vv  thout  any  part  of 
my  difpatch  to  the  fecretary  of  flate, 
which  accompanied  it,  it  may  be 
expefted,  that  I  fhould  give  the 
public  fome  account  of  the  fiege 
and  capture  of  that  ifland  ;  and  it 
r.iay  perhaps  be  thouglit  the  more 
I  incum- 
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incumbent  upon  me  to  do  fo,  as 
Sir  George  ilodney,  in  his  letter 
of  the  29th  of  June,  to  the  Admi- 
ralty, has  miilated  feveral  fads 
refpefling  that  event,  and  infinuat- 
ed  that  it  had  furrendercd  without 
making  any  defence. 

Early  on  the  moining  of  the  23d 
of  May,  I  received  information  that 
the  enemies  fquadron  hud  been  feen 
to  windward  the  evening  before, 
and  tliat  it  wab  then  approaching 
the  ifland.  I  inllautiy  difpatched 
capt.  Barnes,  of  the  Rattlefnake, 
with  the  intelligence,  to  Sir  George 
Rodney  :  capt.  Barnes  was  fortu- 
nate enough  to  find  the  fleet  at  Bar- 
badoes,  and  he  delivered  my  dif- 
patch,  on  board  the  Sandwich,  at 
twelve  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the 
26th  of  May. 

Abont  ten  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  23d,  the  fquadronbrought 
toofi'Miniiier  Point,  hoi  lied  French 
colours,  and  immediately  got  their 
troops  into  boats,  with  an  intention 
to  land  at  Miniller  Bay  ;  but  find- 
ing the  fea  very  high,  and  receiv- 
ing fome  fhot  from  a  gun  at  Mi- 
niller Point,  which  v/ould  have  an- 
noyed them  in  landing,  they  re- 
turned on  board.  —  They  then  en- 
deavoured to  get  into  Rockly  Bay  ; 
but  the  current  carrying  them  to 
leeward,  they  went  round  the  welt 
end  of  the  ifland.  This  fquadron 
confifled  of  the  Pluton,  of  74  guns ; 
the  Experiment  of  50  ;  the  Rai- 
lieufe,  cf  32  ;  the  Senfible,  a  fiute, 
of  32  ;  the  Eagle,  of  14  ;  and  four 
Hoops,  under  the  command  of  the 
Chevalier  d'Albert  de  Rious. 

Next  morning  (the  24th)  the  ene- 
my effefted  a  landing  at  Great  Cour- 
land  Bay,  with  very  little  lofs ;  the 
temporary  battery  there,  of  three 
eighteen  pounders,  was  almoft  en- 
tirely witho-at  cover,  and  (o  injudi- 


cioufly  fituated,  that  fhips  could  fire 
upon  the  back  part  of  it,   before  a 
gun  from  it  could  bear  upon  them. 
The  Pluton  brought  to,  within  four 
hundred  yards  of  this  battery,  and 
kept  up  fo  conftant  a  fire,  that  in 
a  very   fhort   time    the    party   was 
driven  from  it,  having  been  fcarce- 
ly  able  to  bring  a  gun  to  bear  upon 
her.     But  a  gun  at  Black-rock,  un- 
der the  direction  of  major  Hamil- 
ton,   of    the    militia,    being    at    a 
greater  dilfance,  continued  to  lire 
upon  the  Pluton  for  a  confiderable 
time,  and  killed  many  of  her  men. 
Upon  quitting  the  battery,  our 
troops   were  polled  on  the  heights, 
upon  each  fide  of  the  road  leading 
from  Courland  to  Scarborough,  to 
harafs  the  enemy  in  their  march  ; 
but  the  French  general,  with  great 
judgment,  avoided  the  defile,  and 
leaving    the     road,    afcended    the 
height  upon  his  right.     lie  there 
kept  his   men  partly  concealed  be- 
hind a  wood,  and   lent  a  party  to 
gain  fome  heights,  which  were  fiill 
above  him.     This  advanced  party 
exchanged  a  few  Ihot  with  fome  of 
our  regulars ;   but  as  they  were  at 
a   confiderable  diftance  from   each 
other,  there  were  only  two  of  our 
people  killed.     Upon  thi^occafion 
Mr.  Collovv  offered  to  fet  fire  to  his 
canes,  to  diftrefs   the  enemy  :   but  • 
fome  rain  which  had  fallen  in  the 
night  unfortunately  prevented  their 
burning  fo  rapidly  as  to  have  that 
effect.    Mr.  CoUow's  magnanimity, 
however,  is   not  the  lefs  deferving 
of  praife.   As  the  troops  were  much 
fatigued  with   the  hard  duty  they 
had  undergone,  that  and  the  pre- 
ceding day,   and  as  there  was  like- 
wife   reafon    to    believe,    that   the 
enemy  would  attempt  to  cut  off  our. 
retreat  to  Concordia,  the  place  of 
our  rendezvous,   by  detaching  part 
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of  their  army  round  by  Mother 
road,  it  was  judged  proper  to  carry 
the  troops  thither  in  the  evening. 

General  Blanchelande,  governor 
of  St.  Vincent's,  who  commanded 
the  French  troops,  in  the  mean 
time  difperfed  papers  amongft  the 
planters,  expreffing  furprize  at  their 
deferring  their  houfes,  and  inform- 
ed them,  that  their  plantations 
would  be  plundered  and  confifcated 
if  they  did  not  return  to  them  in 
twenty-four  hours.  Thefe,  how- 
ever, had  no  effedl  upon  the  inha- 
bitants, who  were  determined  to 
retire  with  me  to  Concordia.  The 
general,  at  the  fame  time,  fent  a  flag 
of  truce  to  inform  me,  that  he  had 
landed  with  3000  men  to  conquer 
the  ifland ;  and  he  offered  to  give 
any  terms  if  I  would  capitulate  ; 
but  his  offer  was  rejedted,  and  his 
excellency  was  requefted  not  to 
trouble  me  again  upon  that  fubjeft. 
In  confequence  of  which  he  dif- 
patched  a  cutter  that  night  (the 
24th)  to  Martinique,  for  a  rein- 
forcement. 

Upon  the  25th,  the  enemy  took 
port  upon  the  different  heights  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Concordia ; 
and  on  the  26th  they  took  poffef- 
fion  of  the  town  of  Scarborough, 
and  the  hill. 

On  the  27th,  the  enemy  feemed 
inclined  to  attack  us.  Mr.  Charles 
Low,  underftanding  that  I  was  un- 
willing to  deftroy  his  dwelling- 
houfe,  and  other  buildings,  altho' 
they  afforded  fome  fhelter  to  the 
enemy,  came  himfelf,  and  propofed 
to  burn  them,  which  he  inftantly 
put  in  execution. 

The  28th,  the  French  fquadron 
came  into  Rockly  Bay,  having  left 
Courland  the  day  before.  A  party 
of  twenty  negroes,  who  were  fent 
this  day  under  the  command  of 
Meff.  Hamilton,  Mackellar,  and  Ir- 
vine, to  burn  the  remainder  of  Mr. 
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Low's  houfes,  very  bravely  efi-efted 
that  bufinefs,  notwithflanding  the 
oppofition  made  by  a  large  body  of 
the  enemy.  Meffrs.  Mackellar  and 
Irvine,  and  nine  of  the  negroes, 
weie  unfortunately  wounded. 

The  -gth,  as  well  as  the  two  pre- 
ceding days,  the  enemy  endeavour- 
ed, without  effeft,  to  draw  us  from 
our  port,  by  expoling  fmall  parties 
in  marching  them  from  one  place 
to  another. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the 
30th,  I  received  a  letter  from  rear 
admiral  Drake,  acquainting  me  that 
he  was  coming  with  fix  fail  of  the 
line  and  three  frigates,  to  relieve 
the  ifland,  and  that  general  Skene 
was  on  board  with  528  men.  The 
joy  occafioned  by  the  expefted  ar- 
rival of  this  long-looked-for  fuc- 
cour,  did  not  laft,  as  we  were  foon 
afterward  informed  that  the  whole 
French  fleet  had  arrived  from  Mar- 
tinique in  confequence  of  general 
Blanchelande's  letter  difpatched  the 
24th,  at  night,  and  had  fallen  in 
with  Mr.  Drake,  who  was  thereby 
prevented  from  landing  the  troops, 
and  it  was  fuppofed  his  fquadron 
was  taken. 

This  day  the  enemy  took  pof- 
feflion  of  Mr.  Cotton's  houfe,  fro.m 
whence  they  could  fee  every  thing 
thatpaffed  at  Concordia  ;  they  pro- 
pofed that  night  to  make  a  vigor- 
ous attack,  and  the  garrifon,  as 
ufual,  was  ready  to  receive  them  ; 
but  their  guides  having  miflakea 
the  path  in  the  dark,  they  returned 
next  morning  to  their  quarters 
much  fatigued,  and  refolved  not  to 
make  another  attempt,  until  their 
reinforcement  from  Martinique 
fliould  arrive. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31ft:,  we 
received  intelligence,  that  the  ene- 
my's fleet  was  again  feen  to  wind- 
ward, having  returned  from  chafing 
admiral  Drake  ;  and  at  fun-fet  that 
(K)  even- 
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evening,  we  faw  two  French  fri- 
gates and  three  cutters,  full  of 
troops,  go  into  Courland  Bay. 

The  ground  at  Concordia  is 
ftrong,  and  there  is  a  view  from  it 
of  both  fides  of  the  ifland,  which 
made  it  a  defirable  poft  for  us  to 
pofTefs  ;  but  the  trench  which  had 
been  dug  there  Tome  years,  was  al- 
moft  entirely  filled  up,  and  if  it 
had  been  cleared  out,  would  have 
required  above  2000  men  to  de- 
fend it.  The  engineers  being  for 
thefe  and  other  reafons  of  opinion, 
that  it  was  no  longer  tenable  againfl; 
fo  fuperior  a  force,  it  was  unani- 
moufly  refolved,  in  a  council  of 
war,  to  retreat  direftly  to  the  main 
ridge,  where  a  few  huts  had  been 
built,  and  fome  provifions  and  am- 
munition previoufly  lodged  :  in  con- 
fequence  of  this  reiblution,  the  gar- 
rifon  began  to  march  at  one  in  the 
morning  of  the  ill:  of  June,  and 
before  eight,  they  efi^ected  their  re- 
treat to  Caledonia,  without  the  lofs 
cf  a  man. 

Caledonia  is  near  the  centre  of 
the  ifland,  and  from  thence  to  the 
north  fide  acrofs  the  main  ridge, 
there  is  a  road  fix  miles  in  length, 
and  fo  narrow  that  two  men  can- 
not walk  abrealt.  Upon  each  fide 
there  is  an  impenetrable  foreft, 
v/hich  extends  fome  miles — a  hand- 
ful of  men  could  undoubtedly  de- 
fend this  road  againll  a  powerful 
arfny.  Pvcjoiced  that  the  troops 
had  get  to  this  place,  and  believ- 
ing they  could  hold  out  whilft  the 
provifions  lafted,  (of  which  there 
were  a  few  days)  I  went  on  with 
the  engineers  to  get  every  thing 
ready  for  their  reception  at  the  huts. 

The  Marquis  de  Bouille,  who 
had  arrived  at  Courland  the  even- 
ing before;  with  the  reinforcement, 
having  bt::;n  deceived  by  the  filence 
of  cur  march,  and  by  centries  be- 


ing left  after  the  garrifon  went  a- 
way,  fent  a  flag  at  day-break  to 
Concordia,  believing  the  troops 
were  Itill  there,  but  being  difap- 
pointed,  he  immediately  fent  or- 
ders to  the  Marquis  de  Chilieu, 
governor  of  Dominique,  to  land  at 
Man  of  War  Bay,  with  three  or 
four  hundred  men,  and  he  follow- 
ed us  direftly  himfelf  as  far  as 
Brotherfield.  Being  ftill  more  dif- 
appointed  when  he  got  there,  to 
learn  that  we  were  four  miles  be- 
fore him  in  a  ftrong  country,  he 
inftantly  ordered  the  adjoining  plan- 
tations of  Nutmeg-Grove  and  Bel- 
mont, to  be  reduced  to  aflics,  v/hich 
v*'as  done  accordingly,  in  hopes  of 
making  the  inhabitants  furrender. 
An  order  was  then  iflTued  to  burn 
four  plantations  more  in  four  hours, 
which  was  to  be  repeated  at  the 
like  interval,  till  the  ifland  ftiould 
either  be  furrendered  or  laid  vvafi:e. 

At  this  time  the  enemy  required 
Mr.  Orr  to  ft-iOW  them  the  road  to 
our  camp,  which  he  pofitively  re- 
fufed.  He  offered  to  go  with  an 
officer  and  a  flag,  but  he  would  not 
conduft  their  army.  Threats  of 
burning  his  houfe,  and  of  putting 
him  to  death,  had  no  effeft  upon 
Mr.  Orr,  although  at  that  very  in- 
ftant,  the  plantations  of  his  neigh- 
bours were  in  flames.  Mr.  Turner, 
a  capitulent  of  St.  Vincent's,  was 
then  applied  to  ;  but,  although 
that  gentleman's  whole  property 
was  under  the  French  government, 
he  peremptorily  refufed  to  fliew 
them  the  road,  upon  their  attempt- 
ing to  pufli  on  a  body  of  men  un- 
der proteftion  of  the  flag  of  truce. 
The  Marquis  de  Bouille  was  there- 
fore obliged  to  fend  the  flag  with- 
out the  troops. 

Upon  being  informed  of  fome 
of  thofe  circumftances,  I  hafl:ened 
back  to   Caledonia,  when,  to  my 
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very  great  mortification,  the  militia 
refufed  to  hold  out  any  longer.  My 
duty  to  his  Majefly,  and  my  re- 
gard for  the  inhabitants,  concurred 
in  making  me  urge  them  earneftly 
to  defend  the  ifland  to  the  laft  ex- 
tremity, but  in  vain  ;  for  exhaufted 
with  fatigue ;  in  defpair  at  not  hav- 
ing been  relieved  in  the  courfe  of 
ten  days,  and  feeing  at  the  fame 
inrtant  their  eftates  in  flames,  they 
no  longer  paid  attention  to  my  re- 
monltrances.  Thus  circumltanced, 
I  defired  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  regulars  to  take  pofTeifion 
of  the  road  before-mentioned  with 
his  troops,  whilft  I  I'hould  renew 
my  endeavours  to  prevail  upon  the 
militia  to  alter  their  fentiments  ; 
but  that  gentleman  refufed  to  obey 
my  orders,  and  confulting  his  of- 
ficers, he  determined  to  capitu- 
late. 

Being  unable  to  prevent  it,  I  left 
the  regulars  and  militia  to  make 
terms  for  themfelves,  as  capitulat- 
ing at  that  time  was  perfectly  a- 
gainft  my  opinion  :  but  afterwards 
feeing  it  was  impoffible  to  get  them 
to  hold  out  longer,  and  the  inha- 
bitants having  already  agreed  to 
fome  articles  which  1  difapproved 
of,  I  interpofed,  and  protelled  a- 
gainll  any  capitulation  but  upon 
the  terms  of  Dominique, —  Count 
Dillon,  who  was  empowered  by  the 
Marquis  de  Bouille  to  treat,  for 
fome  time  infilled  that  their  de- 
ferters,  and  the  negroes  we  had 
armed,  (hould  be  delivered  up  to 
be  puniflied  ;  but  finding  thefe  ar- 
ticles would  never  be  complied 
with,  he  gave  them  up,  and  on  the 
evening  of  the  firfl:  of  June,  I  con- 
fented  to  furrender  the  ifland  upon 
the  terms  given  toDominique.  The 
officer  commanding  the  troops  made 
terms  for  the  regulars  without  con- 
fulting me,  and  he  fent  the  offictr 


next  in  command  that  evening,  as 
a  hoftage  for  his  performance  of 
them. 

The  Marquis  de  Bouille  after^ 
wards  drew  out  articles  very  diffe- 
rent from  thofe  at  Dominique, 
which  I  refufed  to  fign  ;  but  upon 
fome  of  them  being  altered, •-and 
the  inhabitants  reprefenting  to  me, 
that  they  were,  upon  the  whole, 
better  than  thofe  of  Dominique,  I 
appointed  three  gentlemen  to  exa- 
mine and  compare  them  ;  and  as 
they  unanimoufly  recommended  to 
me  to  fign  them,  as  being  more 
favourable  than  thofe  alluded  to,  1 
complied  with  their  requeH.  The 
1 200  half  Johannes's,  and  the  fur- 
nilhing  400  negroes  to  the  French 
king's  works,  (which  are  not  in 
the  Dominique  capitulation)  wer© 
agreed  to  by  fome  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, before  I  had  confented  to 
capitulate ;  but  as  the  planters  at 
large  were  refolved  to  pay  their 
quota  of  thofe  articles,  and  not  to 
allow  the  few  individuals  who  had 
fubfcribed  them  to  bear  the  whole 
lofs,  and  as  the  Marquis  de  Bou- 
ille had  agreed  to  allow  the  1200 
half  Johannes's  to  be  expended  in 
re-conftru(fling  the  houfes  which  had 
been  burnt,  I  admitted  them  into 
the  capitulation. 

It  is,  perhaps,  impoffible  to  af- 
certain  the  number  of  an  enemy's 
army,  as  they  generally  exaggerate 
their  force  before  a  fiege,  and  di- 
minifh  it  after.  The  French,  how- 
ever, upon  this  occafion,  advanced 
lefs  than  is  ufual ;  for  general  Blan- 
chelande  upon  his  landing,  faid  he 
had  3000  men,  and  I  have  been 
informed  fince  the  capitulation,  by 
Mr.  Fitzmaurice,  the  fecond  in 
command,  and  Mr.  Walfh,  the  ma- 
jor-general (adjutant-general)  of  his 
army,  that  general  Blanchelande 
brought  with  him  between  two  and 
(K  2)  three 
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three  thoufand  men.  The  rein- 
forcement landed  by  the  Marquis 
de  Boujlle,  was  fuppofcd  to  be 
about  half  that  number. 

Our  number,  under  arms,  never 
exceeded  427  men,  exclufive  of  40 
armed  negroes,  viz.  four  gunners 
of  the  royal  artillery,  207  rank  and 
file,  of  the  86th  regiment,  15  ma- 
troffes  of  the  ifland  artillery,  181 
rank  and  file,  of  the  militia,  and 
20  feamen. 

Sir  George  Rodney,  in  his  ac- 
count, generoufiy  gave  us  40  of 
the  train,  300  regulars  capable  of 
doing  duty,  and  500  militia,  and 
to  make  the  contcll  nearly  equal, 
he  funk  in  the  fame  account  all  our 
enemies,  except  goo. 

SirGeorgecbferves,  *'  that  fome- 
*'  thing  extraordinary  muil  have 
**  happened  to  have  induced  go- 
**  vernor  Fergufon  to  capitulate." 
But  1  apprehend  the  world  will 
think  it  more  extraordinary,  that 
a  Britifti  admiral,  with  21  (hips  of 
the  line  under  his  command,  fhouid 
allow  an  enemy's  fquadron,  of  four 
fhips  and  frigates,  and  a  few  floops, 
to  befiege  for  ten  days  together  a 
Britifli  colony,  within  twenty-four 
hours  fail  of  him,  without  either 
relieving  the  iiland,  or  endeavour- 
ing to  dcftroy  the  fquadron',  than, 
that  an  ifland,  without  any  fortifi- 
cation whatever,  defended  by  only 
427  men,  without  even  covering 
fufficient  to  (helter  them  from  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather,  Diould 
be  unable  to  hold  out  longer  than 
ten  days,  againlt  an  army  of  vete- 
ran troops  above  five  times  their 
number. 

And  it  will  perhaps  appear  e- 
quaily  extraordinary,  that  the  whole 
French  fleet  and  army  fhouid  ar- 
rive at  Tobago  from  Martinique 
before  the  fquadron  from  Barba- 
does,   although  my  exprefs  to  Sir 


George  Rodney  failed  36  hours  be- 
fore general  Blanchelande  difpatch- 
ed  tiie  cutter  for  his  reinforcement, 
when  it  is  well  known  that  the 
voyage  from  Tobago  to  Martinique, 
going  and  returning,  is  more  than 
double  the  voyage  from  Tobago  to 
Barbadoes  and  back. 

Jertnyn-  Geo.  Ferguson. 

Jlrccf,   No    -3. 
Sept.  24,   1 78  I. 


Letter  from  General  Green,  to  the  Pre- 
JiJent  of  the  Co}igrefs^  containing 
an  Account  of  the  /t^ion  at  Guild- 

ford. 

Camp,  at  the  Iron-nvorks,  fen 
tnilesfrom  Guildford  Courl- 
houff,  March  16,    1 78 1. 

S  I  R, 

jN  the  loth,  I  wrote  to  his 
_  excellency  general  Walhing- 
ton,  from  the  High  Rock  Ford,  on 
the  Haw  River,  a  copy  of  which 
1  inclofcd  your  excellency,  that  I 
had  effefted  a  jundtion  with  a  con- 
tinental regiment  of  18  months 
men,  and  two  confiderable  bodies 
of  militia,  belonging  to  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina.  After  this 
juniflion,  I  took  the  refolution  of 
attacking  the  enemy,  without  lofs 
of  time,  and  made  the  neceffary 
difpofition  accordingly,  being  per- 
fuaded,  that  if  we  were  fuccefsful, 
it  would  prove  ruinous  to  the  ene- 
my, and,  if  otherwife,  it  would 
only  prove  a  partial  evil  to  us. 

I'he  army  marched  from  the  High 
Rock  Ford  on  the  12th,  and  on  the 
14th  arrived  at  Guildford.  The 
enemy  lay  at  the  Quaker  meeting- 
houfe,  on  Deep  River,  eight  miles 
from  our  camp.  On  the  morning 
of  the  15  th,  our  reconnoitering 
party  reported  the  enemy  advanc- 
ing 


PUBLIC        PAPERS. 


ing  on    the  great   Salifbury  road. 
The  army  was  drawn   up  in  three 
lines  :  the  front  line  was  compofed 
of  the  North  Carolina  militia,   un- 
der the  command  of  generals  But- 
ler and  Eaton  ;  the   lecond  line  of 
Virginia    militia,    commanded    by 
generals    Stephens    and     Lawfon, 
forming   two  brigades  ;    the  third 
line,  conliiling  of  two  brigades,  one 
of  Virginia  and  one  of  Maryland, 
continental  troops,   commanded  by 
general  Huger   and   colonel    Wil- 
liams.    Lieutenant-colonel    Wafli- 
ington,  with  the  dragoons  of  the 
firlt  and  third  regiments,  a  detach- 
ment of  light   infantry,  compofed 
of  continental   troops,  and  a  regi- 
ment  of   riflemen,    under    colonel 
Lynch,  formed  a  corps  of  obferva- 
tion  for   the   fecurity  of  our  right 
flank.  Lieutenant-colonelLee,  with 
his  legion,  a  detachment  of  light 
infantry,  and   a  corps  of  riflemen, 
under  colonel  Campbell,   formed  a 
corps   of  obfervation   for  the  fecu- 
rity of  our  left  flank. 

The  greater  part  of  this  country 
is  a  wildernefs,  with  a  few  cleared 
fields  interfperfed  here  and  there. 
The  army  was  drawn  up  en  a  large 
hill  of  ground,  furrounded  by  other 
hills,  the  greater  part  of  which  was 
covered  with  timber  and  thick  un- 
derbrufli.  The  front  line  was  poll- 
ed with  two  field-pieces,  jufton  the 
edge  of  the  woods,  and  the  back 
of  a  fence  which  ran  parallel  with 
the  line,  with  an  open  field  diredtly 
in  their  front.  The  fecond  line 
was  in  the  woods,  about  three  hun- 
dred yards  in  the  rear  of  the  firft, 
and  the  continental  troops  about 
300  yards  in  the  rear  of  the  fe- 
cond, with  a  double  front,  as  the 
hill  drew  to  a  point  where  they 
were  ported  ;  and  on  the  right  and 
left  were  two  old  fields.  In  this 
pofition  we  waited  the  approach  of 
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the  enemy,  having  previoufly  fent 
ofi^  the  baggage  to  this  place,  ap- 
pointed to  rendezvous  at,  in  cafe 
of  a  defeat.  Lieutenant-colonel 
Lee,  with  his  legion,  his  infantry, 
and  part  of  his  riflemen,  met  the 
enemy  on  their  advance,  and  had 
a  fevere  flvirmifh  with  lieutenant- 
colonel  Tarleton,  in  which  the  ene- 
my fufFered  greatly.  Captain  Arm- 
ftrong  charged  the  Britilh  legion, 
and  cut  down  nearly  thirty  of  their 
dragoons ;  but  as  the  enemy  rein- 
forced their  advanced  party,  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Lee  was  obliged  to 
retire,  and  take  his  pofition  in  the 
line. 

The  aftion  commenced  by  a  can- 
nonade, which  lalled  about  twenty 
minutes,  when  the  enemy  advanced 
in  three  columns,  the  Heflians  on 
the  right,  the  guards  in  the  centre, 
and  lieutenant-colonel  Webfter's 
brigade  on  the  left.  The  whole 
moved  through  the  old  fields  to  at- 
tack the  North  Carolina  brigades, 
who  waited  the  attack  until  the 
enemy  got  within  140  yards,  when 
part  of  them  began  to  fire,  but  a 
confiderable  part  left  the  ground 
without  firing  at  all.  The  general 
and  field-officers  did  all  they  could 
to  induce  the  men  to  Itand  their 
ground,  but  neither  the  advantages 
of  the  pofition,  nor  any  other  con- 
fideration,  could  induce  them  to 
flay.  General  Stephens  and  gene- 
ral Lawfon,  and  the  field-oflicers 
of  thofe  brigades,  were  more  fuc- 
cefsful  in  their  exertions.  The  Vir- 
ginia militia  gave  the  enemy  a 
warm  reception,  and  kept  up  a 
heavy  fire  for  a  long  time  ;  but  be- 
ing beat  back,  the  action  became 
general  almofl:  every  where.  The 
corps  of  obfervation  under  Wafli- 
ington  and  Lee,  were  warmly  en- 
gaged, and  did  great  execution. 
In  a  word,  the  conflift  was  long 
(K  3)  f.nd 


(15°) 


PUBLIC        PAPERS. 


and  fevere,  and  the  enemy  only 
gained  their  point  by  fuperior  dif- 
cipHne. 

They  having  broken  the  fgcond 
Maryland  regimept,  and  turned  our 
Jeft  flank,  got  into  the  rear  of  the 
Virginia  brigade,  and  appearing  to 
be  gaining  our  right,  which  would 
have  encircled  the  whole  of  the 
continental  troops,  I  thought  it 
jnoll  advifable  to  order  a  retreat. 
About>-this  time,  lieutenjnt-colo- 
Del  Walhington  made  charge  with 
the  horfe  upon  a  part  of  the  bri- 
gade of  guard.,  ;  and  the  firft  regi- 
ment of  Marylanders,  commanded 
by  colonel  Gunby,  and  feconded 
by  lieutenant-colonel  Howard,  fol- 
lowed the  horfe  with  their  bayonets : 
near  the  whole  of  this  party  fell  a 
i'acrifice.  General  Huger  was  the 
lall  that  was  engaged,  and  gave  the 
enemy  a  check.  We  retreated  in 
good  order  to  the  Reedy  Fork  ri- 
ver, and  crofied  at  the  ford,  about 
three  miles  from  the  field  of  aftion, 
and  there  halted,  and  drew  up  the 
troops,  tintil  we  collefted  moft  of 
the  Itragglers.  We  loll:  our  artil- 
lery and  two  ammunition  waggons, 
the  greater  part  of  the  horfes  be- 
ing killed  before  the  retreat  began, 
^nd  it  being  impoffible  to  move  the 
pieces  but  along  the  great  road. 
After  coUedlng  our  ftragglers,  we 
retired  to  this  camp,  ten  miles  di- 
ftant  from  Guildtordo 

From  the  bell  information  I  can 
get,  the  enemy's  lofs  is  very  great, 
not  lefs  in  {billed  and  wounded  than 
fix  hundred  men,  befides  fome  few 
prifoners  that  Vv'e  brought  off. 

Inclofed  I  fend  your  excellency 
a  return  of  our  killed,  wounded, 
and  miffing.  Moll  of  the  latter 
|iave  gone  home,  as  is  but  too  cu- 
itomary  with  the  militia  after  an 
fl,j^ion.  I  cannot  learn  that  the 
en^r'my  has  got    any   confiderable 


number  of  prifoners.  Our  men  arc 
all  in  good  fpirits,  and  in  perfeiEl 
readinefs  for  another  field-day. 

I  only  lament  the  lofs  of  feveral 
valuable  ofiicers  who  are  killed  and 
wounded  in  the  aftion.  Among 
the  latter  are  general  Stephens,  (hot 
through  the  thigh,  and  general 
Huger  in  the  hand  ;  and  among 
the  former  is  major  Anderfon,  of 
the  Maryland  line. 

The  firmnefs  of  the  officers  and 
foldiers,  during  the  whole  cam- 
paign, has  been  moll  unparalleled. 
Amidltinnumcrable  difficultiesthey 
have  difcovered  a  degree  of  mag- 
nanimity and  fortitude  that  will  for 
ever  add  a  lullre  to  their  military 
reputation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
very  great  refpetl  and  eiWem,  your 
excellency's  mod  obedient,  and  moft 
humble  fervant, 

Nathaniel  Greene. 

His  excellency  Samuel  Hmithig- 
tOH,  Ejq.  Prefident  of  Congrefs. 

Continentals  killed.  —  One  ma- 
jor, one  captain,  three  fubalterns, 
five  ferjeants,  47  rank  and  file. — • 
Wounded,  three  captains,  four  fub- 
alterns, fix  ferjeants,  93  rank  and 
file  — Miffing,  three  ferjeants,  eight 
drummers,  150  rank  and  file.  To- 
tal, one  major,  nine  captains,  /e- 
ven  fubalterns,  ^4  ferjeants,  eight 
drummers,  290  rank  and  file. 
Publjlhed  by  order  of  congrefs, 
Charles  Thompson,  fee. 


His  Majejly's  Speech  on  clojing  the  Sef- 
fou  of  Parliament,  jfuly  jS,  1781. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

ALTHOUGH  the  bufinefs  of 
this  feffion  has  required  q 
longer  attendance  than  may  have 
been  ccnfiftent  with  your  private 
convenience,  yet  I  am  perfuaded 

that 
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that  you  look  back  with  fatisfac- 
tion  on  the  time  you  have  employ- 
ed in  a  faithful  difcharge  of  your 
duty  to  your  country,  in  the  pre- 
fent  arduous  and  critical  ftate  of 
public  affairs. 

,  I  cannot  let  you  depart  into  your 
refpedlivb  counties,  without  afl'ur- 
ing  you  of  my  entire  approbation 
of  your  condutl,  and  of  my  per- 
fedl  confidence  in  the  loyalty  and 
good  afFefiions  of  this  Parliament. 

The  zeal  and  ardour  which  you 
have  fhown  for  the  honour  of  my 
crown  ;  your  firm  and  Heady  fup- 
port  of  a  juft  caufe,  and  the  great 
efforts  you  have  made  to  enable  me 
to*furmount  all  the  difHculties  of 
this  extenfive  and  complicated  war, 
mull  convince  the  world  that  the 
ancient  fpiric  of  the  Britifh  nation 
is  not  abated  or  diminifhed. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  difHculties, 
you  have  formed  regulations  for  the 
better  management  and  improve- 
ment of  the  revenue  ;  you  have 
given  additional  ftrength  and  lia- 
bility to  public  credit ;  and  your 
deliberations  on  the  affairs  of  the 
Eafl  India  Company,  have  termi- 
nated in  fuch  meafures  as  will,  I 
trull,  produce  great  and  effential 
advantages  to  my  kingdoms. 

I  have  obferved,  with  much  fa- 
tisfaftion,  that  during  the  courfe 
of  that  important  bufinefs,  your 
attention  was  not  more  anxioufly 
directed  to  the  benefits  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  territorial  acqui- 
fitions,  than  to  the  happinefs  and 
comfort  of  the  inhabitants  of  thofe 
rem.ote  provinces. 

Whatever  may  remain  to  be  done 
for  fecuring  thofe  valuable  pofTef- 
fions,  and  for  reftraining  the  abufes 
to  which  they  are  peculiarly  liable, 
you  will,  I  doubt  not,  proceed  to 
provide  for  at  your  next  meeting, 
with  the  fame  wif^om  and  temcer 


that  have  governed  your  late  pro- 
ceedings and  enquiries. 

Gentlemen  of  the   Houfe  of 
Commons, 

My  particular  thanks  are  due  to 
you  for  the  ample  provifion  you 
have  made  for  the  fervice  of  the 
current  year.  I  fee  with  great  plea- 
fure,  that  you  have  had  it  in  yout 
power  to  apply  fo  large  a  fum  to 
the  difcharge  of  the  debt  of  the 
navy,  and  that  the  fupplies  which 
you  have  granted  have  been  raifed 
in  a  manner  the  leail  burthenfome 
to  the  property  and  indufiry  of  my 
faithful  people. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

While  I  lament  the  continuance 
of  the  prefent  troubles,  and  the 
extenfion  of  the  war,  I  have  the 
coni'cious  fatisfadion  to  refleJl,  that 
the  conllant  aim  of  all  my  councils 
has  been  to  bring  back  my  deluded 
fubjefls  in  America,  to  the  happi- 
nefs and  liberty  they  formerly  en- 
joyed, and  to  fee  the  tranquillity 
of  Europe  rellored. 

To  defend  the  dominions,  and 
to  maintain  the  rights  of  this  coun- 
try, was,  on  my  part,  the  fo!e  caufe, 
and  is  the  only  objedt  of  the  war. 
Peace  is  the  earnell  wifli  of  my 
heart ;  but  I  have  too  firm  a  re- 
liance on  the  I'pirit  and  refources 
of  the  nation,  and  the  powerful 
afTillance  of  my  Parliament,  and  the 
protedion  of  a  juil  and  all-ruling 
Providence,  to  accept  it  upon  any 
terms  or  conditions  than  fuch  as 
may  confill  with  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  my  crown,  and  the  per- 
manent interefl  and  fecurity  of  my 
people. 

Then  the  lord  chancellor,  by  his 
majefly's  command,    faid. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  his  majeily's   royal  will  and 

pleafure,  that  this   Parliament   be 

prorogued  to  Thurfday,  the  thir- 
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teenth  day  of  Septeruber  next,  to  be 
then  here  holden ;  and  this  Parlia- 
ment is  accordingly  prorogued  to 
Thurfday,  the  thirteenth  day  of 
Septcmberncxt." 


uinpiver  given  hy  L  or^  S  t  o  r  m  o  N  T 
to  Monf.  SiMOLiN,  the  Ruffian 
Minijhry  ivifh  rcfj>eB  to  the  Medi- 
ation offered  hy  the  Emprefs  between 
Great-Britain  and  the  United  Pro- 


THE  alliance  which  has  fubfift- 
ed  fo  many  years  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  States  General, 
has  always  been  conlidered  by  his 
Majefty  as  a  tie,  formed  by  the  moil 
natural  caufes,  and  not  only  agree- 
able to  the  intereft  of  both  nations, 
but  abfolutely  eflential  to  their  mu- 
tual welfare. 

The  King  has  done  every  thing  in 
his  power  to  preferve  this  tie  un- 
broken, and  even  to  ftrengthen  it  ; 
and  if  the  condu6l  of  their  High 
Mightineffes  had  at  all  anfvvered  to 
that  of  his  Majefty,  they  would  ftill 
have  remained  in  their  utmoft  force. 
Biit  fuice  the  com.mencement  of  the 
prefent  troubles,  the  only  return 
made  by  the  republic  to  this  conftant 
friendfliip,  has  been  the  total  relin- 
quilhment  of  the  principles  of  an  al- 
liance, the  prime  objeci:  of  which 
was  the  mutual  defence  of  the  two 
nations ;  an  obftinate  refufal  to  ful- 
fil the  moft  facred  obligations;  a 
daily  violation  of  the  moft  folemn 
treaties;  an  affiftance  given  to  the 
very  enemy,  againft  whom  he  had 
aright  to  demand  fuccour;  an  afy- 
lum  granted  to  the  American  pirates 
in  the  Dutch  ports,  in  open  viola- 
tion of  the  cleareft  ftipulations ;  and 
to  complete  the  whole,  a  denial  of 
juftice  and  fatisfaftion  for  the  affront 
given  to  the  dignity  of  the  King,  by 


a  fecret  league  with  his  rebellioua 
fubjefts. 

All  thefe  accumulated  injuries 
rendered  it  impolTible  for  the  King 
to  take  any  other  part  than  that 
which  he  has  done. 

When  the  motives  which  rendered 
this  rupture  inevitable  were  explain- 
ed to  the  public,  the  King  afcribed 
the  condu£f  of  the  republic  to  the 
truecaufe;  -that  is  to  fay,  to  the 
vmhappy  influence  of  a  faftion, 
which  facrificed  the  intereft  of  the 
nation  to  their  own  private  views. 
But  the  King,  at  the  fame  time, 
manitefted  the  moft  fincere  delire  to 
bring  back  the  i-cpublic  to  that  fyf- 
tem  of  ftrict  union,  efficacious  alli- 
ance, and  reciprocal  protetfion, 
which  has  fo  much  contributed  to 
the  weltare  and  glory  of  the  two  ftates. 

When  the  Emprefs  offered  her 
good  offices  to  effec't  a  reconciliation 
by  a  particular  peace,  the  King  tef- 
tified  his  gratitude  to  her  for  that 
frefti  proof  of  a  friendfliip  which  he 
values  fo  highly,  and  avoided  ex- 
pofing  the  mediation  of  her  M  ijefty 
to  the  danger  of  a  truitlefs  negoci- 
ation.  Ke  explained  his  reafons, 
which  perfuaded  him,  that  in  the 
prefent  difpolition  of  the  republic, 
governed  by  a  fiiCfion,  all  reconciii- 
tion,  during  the  war  with  France, 
would  be  merely  fuperficial,  and 
would  aftbrd  an  opportunity  to  the 
party  which  fways  the  republic,  to 
aft  as  fecret  auxiliaries  of  all  the 
King's  enemies,  under  the  mafk  of 
a  pretended  alliance  with  Great  Bri- 
tain. 

But  if  there  are  any  indications  of 
change  in  this  difpofition,  if  the 
powerful  intervention  of  her  Impe- 
perial  Majefty  lliould  be  able  to  efFeft 
any  alteration,  and  induce  the  re- 
public to  return  to  thofe  principles 
which  the  m:)ft  difcerning  part  of 
the  nation  have  never  forfaken,  his 
Majefty 
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Majcfly  will  be  ready  to  treat  with 
their  Hii;;h  MightinclTes  on  the  lub- 
ject  of  a  fepanite  peace ;  and  it  is  his 
willi,  that  the  Emprels  of  all  the 
Ruirias  may  be  the  fole  mediatrefs  of 
this  peace.  She  has  been  thefirft  to 
offer  her  good  offices,  and  fo  power- 
ful an  intervention  as  her?,  cannot 
gain  any  thing  either  in  weight  or 
influence  by  the  acceffion  of  the  moil 
refpedtable  allies. 

The  friendfliip  of  the  Emprefs  to 
both  nations,  the  intereft  which  her 
empire  has  in  their  reciprocal  wel- 
fare, her  known  impartiality,  and 
elevated  views,  are  fufficient  pledges 
of  the  manner  in  which  flie  v/illcon- 
duft  this  falutary  work :  and  in  a  ne- 
gociation,  the  whole  object  of  which 
is  to  terminate  a  war,  caufed  by  a 
violation  of  the  treaties,  and  by  an 
affront  offered  to  his  crown,  his 
Majefty  relies,  with  the  utmoft  con- 
fidence and  latisfaftion,  upon  the 
mediation  of  a  fovereign,  who  holds 
facred  the  faith  of  treaties,  who 
knows  fo  well  how  to  eilimate  the 
dignity  of  fovereigns,  and  who  has 
maintained  her  own,  during  her  glo- 
rious reign,  with  fo  much  greatnefs 
and  refolution. 

(Signed)  Stormoxt. 


Sfate  I' aper prefctitedhy  Baron  I^OL- 
KEN,  the  S-vjcJiJh  Mi>iifter,  Reji- 
dcnt  in  London^  cencertiing  the  In- 
termediation of  that  Court  httvceen 
this  Country  and  the  Dutch. 

I'' HE  King  does  not  imagine  it 
neceflary  at  this  time,  for  him 
to  enter  into  an  explanation  of  the 
principles  which  have  governed  his 
condud  ever  lincc  he  afcended  the 
throne  of  his  anceftors.  He  has 
been  guided  by  the  love  of  peace, 
and  he  could  have  wiftied  to  have 
leen  all  the  other  European  powers 
enjoy  that  bleffing,  as  uninterruptedly 


as  hinifelf.  Thcfe  defires,  dictated 
by  his  natural  fentiments  of  huma- 
nity, have  not  been  fuliilled. — The 
llamc  of  war,  kindled  in  another 
hemifphere,  has  communicated  to 
Europe;  but  the  King  IHU  flattered 
himfelf,  that  this  conflagration 
would  not  extend  beyond  its  firfl 
bounds,  and  particularly  that  a  na- 
tion, entirely  commercial,  which  had 
made  neutrality  the  invariable  foun- 
dation of  its  condu6t,  would  not 
have  been  enveloped  in  it ;  and  yet, 
neverthelefs,  this  has  happened,  al- 
moft  in  the  very  moment  when  that 
power  had  entered  into  the  mofl;  in- 
offenfive  engagements  with  the  King 
and  his  two  northern  allies.  If  the 
moll  exaft  impartiality  that  was  ever 
obferved,  could  not  exempt  the 
King  from  immediately  feeling  the 
inconveniencies  of  war,  by  the  con- 
liderable  loflrs  fullained  by  his  com- 
mercial fubjefts,  he  had  much  great- 
er reafon  to  apprehend  the  confe- 
quences,  wlien  thofe  troubles  were 
going  to  be  extended  ;  when  an  open 
war  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
republic  of  Holland  multiplied  them  ; 
and,  to  conclude,  when  neutral 
commerce  was  about  to  endure  new 
fliackles  by  the  hoftilities  committed 
between  thofe  two  powers.  The 
King  could  not  fail  to  perceive  thefe 
evils,  and  to  wifh  fincerely  that  the 
meafures  taken  by  the  Emprefs  of 
Ruffia,  for  extinguifliing  this  new 
war,  in  its  beginning,  might  be 
crowned  with  the  moft  perfeft  fuc- 
cefs ;  but  as  this  falutary  work  has 
not  been  brought  to  perfedlion,  the 
King  has  refolved  to  join  with  his 
allies,  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia,  and 
the  King  of  Denmark,  in  endea- 
vouring to  difpofe  his  Britannic 
Majefty  toliften  to  the  pacific  fenti- 
ments which  their  High  Mightinef- 
fes  the  States  General  have  already 
made  known,  by  their  confentingto 
open  a  negociation  for  peace. 
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If  fuch  are  the  inclinations  of 
"that  Monarch,  which  ought  not  to 
be  doubted,  it  appears  that  a  fuf- 
penfion  of  hollilitics  would  be  the 
molt  cficntial  prelude  to  their  accom- 
plilliments,  as  military  operations 
accompanying"  a  negociation  of  that 
nature,  can  only  fcrve  to  embarrafs 
and  retard  the  matter,  whilftthe  al- 
lied courts  wifli  for  nothing  more 
than  to  be  able  to  accelerate  it  by 
every  method  that  may  tend  to  the 
advantage  and  fatibfadion  of  the  two 
belligerent  powers. 

In  the  lincerity  and  reftitude 
which  animate  his  Majelly  and  his 
two  allies,  he  cannot  conceal  the  ap- 
preheniion  which  he  ieels  from  the 
report  of  the  continuation  of  the 
war,  which  may  be  productive  of 
the  moil:  fatal  confequence,  and  may 
revive  a  variety  of  contron^erfies  and 
difputes.  This  motive,  and  more 
particularly  a  deiire  to  prevent  a  far- 
ther effuhon  of  blood,  are  confider- 
ations  which  ought  to  operate  on  the 
mind  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain ; 
and  in  the  entire  confidence  which 
his  Majefty  places  in  thofe  circum- 
ftances^  he  would  receive  the  truell: 
latisfaftion,  if,  by  his  interpofuion 
and  mediation,  joined  to  that  ol  his 
allies,  he  fliould  fuccecd  in  termina- 
ting the  differences  which  have  tak- 
en place  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  Provinces. 
(Signed) 

The  BARoxdeNoLKEN. 


Copy  of  the  Jnfvjer  given  hy  Lord 
Stormont,  on  the  iSfh  of  Sep- 
tember, to  the  Bar 071  di  NoLKlTN, 
the  Sived'Jh  Efivoy,  to  fiotify  the 
King's  Acceptatior.  of  the  Emprcfs 
of  Rujfias  Mediation,  audio  refufe 
that  of  the  Court  of  Siveden. 

THE    prpfervation    of    public 
tranquility  has  been  the  firft 
iBbjeft  of  hii  Miijelty'scare,  during 


the  whole  courfe  of  his  reign;  the 
commencement  of  that  reign  was 
iignalized  by  the  refloration  of 
peace. 

The  King  made  very  great  fa- 
crifices  to  humanity,  to  procure  that 
bicffing,  and  he  had  reafon  to  flatter 
himfelf  that,  by  fuch  moderation, 
in  the  midif  of  viftory,  he  fhould 
fecure  the  public  quiet,  upon  the 
moft  folid  and  durable  foundations  ; 
but  thofe  hopes  have  all  proved  fal- 
lacious, and  thofe  foundations  have 
been  ftaken  by  the  ambitious  poli- 
tics of  the  Court  of  Verfailles. 
This  Court,  after  having  fecretly 
fupported  the  rebellion  kindled  in 
America,  openly  joined  hisMajefty's 
rebellious  fubje^fs;  and,  on  account 
of  this  violation  of  public  faith,  and 
this  direct  a6l  of  hoftility,  he  com- 
menced the  prefent  war. 

The  conduft  ot  the  Republic  of 
Holland,  through  the  whole  courfe 
of  the  prefent  war,  has  excited  a 
general  indignation. — This  nation 
prefcnts  itfelf  under  a  very  different 
afpeft  from  that  of  a  nation  merely- 
commercial;  it  is  a  refpeftable  pow- 
er, for  a  long  time  bound  to  Great- 
Britain  by  the  clofefl  alliance.  The 
principal  objeft  of  that  alliance  was 
their  common  fatety,  and  exprefsly 
the  mutual  protec'tion  of  each  other 
againit  the  ambitious  deiigns  of  a 
dangerous  neighbour,  which  their 
united  efforts  have  fo  often  defeated, 
to  their  reciprocal  advantage,  and 
to  that  of  all  Europe. 

The  defertion  of  all  thefe  princi- 
ples ot  alliance,  which  the  King,  on 
his  part,  conihmtly  adhered  to;  an 
obftinate  refufal  to  fulfil  the  moll 
facred  engagements ;  a  daily  infrac- 
tion of  the  moft  foleinn  treaties ; 
affiftance  given  to  thofe  very  ene- 
mies, againft  whom  he  had  a  right 
to  demand  fuccour;  an  afylum  and 
protection  granted  in  the  Dutch 
ports  to  the  American  pirates,  in 
diredt  violation  of  the  moft  clear  and 
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prcchc  ftipuhtions;  and,  to  com- 
plete the  whole,  a  denial  ol  julHce 
and  ratisfartion  for  the  .ittront  ottered 
to  his  IViH)>lty's  Cru-./n,  by  a  clan- 
deiline  lea>^ue  entered  into  with  his 
rebellious  "i'ubjefts;  thele  accumu- 
lated cau'.es  of  complaint,  made  it 
impoirible  for  the  King  to  take  any 
other  n,ea!u-c*sthan  thofe  which  he 
has  doofc,  di  jugh  with  the  moll:  iln- 
cere  regret,  lii  explaining  to  the 
public  the  reafons  which  rendered 
this  ruptui'e  inevitable,  lie  afcribed 
the  coudaft  of  tb.e  republic  to  the 
true  caufe,  njmcly,  to  the  fatal  in- 
fluci^icf  oi  a  iai'.tion,  who  facrificed 
the  national  interell  to  their  own 
priviiie  views;  tut  the  King  expref- 
led,  at  .he  fi  me  time,  the  moftearn- 
eif  defire  to  br  ng  back  the  republic 
to  that  lyftem  or  dole  union,  eflica- 
cioubiUiance,  and  mutual  protedtion, 
which  has  fo  much  contributed  to 
the  profperity  and  glory  of  the  two 
flates. 

When  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia  ten- 
dered her  good  offices,  to  effefta  re- 
conciliation by  a  fepuate  peace,  the 
K.ng,  in  exprelling  the  gratitude 
which  that  trcili  proof  of  a  friend - 
fllip  which  ever  appeared  to  him  fo 
valuable,  juftly  merited,  declined 
expohng  her  Imperial  Majefty  to  a 
fruitlel's  negociaticn :  but  now  that 
there  are  fome  marks  of  a  change  in 
the  difpofition  of  the  Republic,  ibrne 
indications  of  a  delign  to  return  to 
thofe  principles,  which  the  wifeft 
part  of  the  Batavian  nation  have 
never  deferted,  a  negociation  tor  a 
feparate  peace  between  the  King  and 
their  High  MightinetTes  maybe  ope- 
ned with  fome  hopes  of  fuccefs,  un- 
der the  mediation  of  the  Emprefs  of 
all  the  Rullia's,  who  has  been  the 
firil  to  propofe  her  good  ofHces  in 
this  falutary  work. — If , his  Majefty 
did  not  immediately  avail  himfelf  of 
Jhat  offer,  it  was   becaufe   he  had 


every  reafon  to  believe  that  the  Re- 
public only  fought  at  that  time  to 
amufe  him  by  an  infidious  negotia- 
ticm  ;  but  the  King  would  think  that 
he  made  an  ill  return  to  the  fenti- 
ments  which  prompted  thole  tirit 
offers,  and  would  be  wanting  in  the 
regard  fo  juifly  due  to  her  imperial 
Majeily,  and  to  the  confiderxe  which 
file  infnires,  if  he  aflLciated  to  her 
mediati.;nany  other,  even  that  of  ati 
ally  the  mo*!  refpedtable,  and  for 
whom  the  Kuig  entertains  the  molt 
lincere  friendfliip. 

(Signed)  Stormont, 


Correfpo7iJe7ice  heKvcett  Earl  Corn- 
WALLis,  and  General  Washing- 
ton, 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutcnant-Gc' 
jieral  Earl  CoRNWALhis,  to  Gene- 
ral Washington,  dated  Tork^ 
in  F'irginia,   QBoher  x'jy   1781. 

Sir, 
Propufe  a  cefTation  of  hollilities 
for  twenty-four  hours;  and  that 
tw'o  officers  may  be  appointed  by 
each  lide,  to  meet  at  Mr.  Moore's 
houfe,  to  fettle  terms  for  the  fur- 
render  of  the  polls  of  York  and 
Glouceiler. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)  Cornwallis. 


Copy  of  a  Letterfrom  GeneralW  ash- 
I N  G  TO  N  to  Lieutenant-general  Earl 
Cor  N  w  A  L  Li  s,  dated  Camp  before 
Tork^  Oa,   ij^   1 78 1. 

My  Lord, 

I  Have  had  the  honor  of  receiving 
your  Lordlhlp's    letter  of  this 
date. 

An  ardent  defire  to  fpare  the  far- 
ther effufion  of  blood  will  readily  in- 
cline 
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cline  me  to  llften  to  fuch  terms  for 
the  furrender  of  your  poib,  as  are 
admiinble. 

I  wifli,  previous  to  the  meeting  of 
Commiffioners,  that  your  Lordlliip's 
propofals,  ill  writing,  may  be  fent 
to  the  American  lines;  for  which 
purpofe  a  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities 
during  two  hours  from  the  delivery 
ot  this  letter,  will  be  granted. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)     Geo.  Washington. 


Cofy  of  a  Letter  from  Earl  Corn- 
wall is  to  General  Washing- 
ton, dated  Tork^  Virginia.^  05i. 
17,   1 78 1.  Half faji four^  P,M. 

Sir, 

I  Have  this  moment  been  honour- 
ed with  your  Excellency's  letter 
dated  this  day.  The  time  limited 
for  fending  my  anfwer  will  not  ad- 
mit of  entering  into  the  detail  of 
articles  ;  but  the  bafis  of  my  propo- 
fals will  be,  that  the  garrifons  of 
York  and  Gloucefter  (hall  be  prifon- 
ers  of  war  with  the  cuftomary  ho- 
nours ;  and  for  the  convenience  of 
the  individuals  wb.ich  I  have  the 
honor  to  command,  that  the  Brltifh 
ihall  be  fent  to  Britain,  and  the  Ger- 
mans to  Germany,  under  engage- 
ment not  to  ferve  againft  France, 
America,  or  their  allies,  until  ic- 
leafed,  or  regularly  exchanged ;  that 
all  arms  and  public  llores  fliall  be  de- 
livered up  to  you ;  but  that  the  ufual 
indulgence  of  lide-arms  to  officers, 
and  of  retaining  private  property, 
Ihall  be  granted  to  officers  and  foldi- 
ers ;  and  that  the  Interells  of  feveral 
individuals  in  civil  capacities,  and 
conneded  with  us,  fliall  be  attend- 
ed to. 

If  your  Excellency  thinks  that  a 
continuance  of  the  fufpenfion  0I  hof- 
tilities will  be  necelfary  to  tranfmit 


your  anfwer,  I  fliall  have  no  objec 
tion  to  the  hour  that  you  may  pro- 
pofe. 

I   have    the   honour  to  be,    Sir, 

your  moii  obedient  and   mofl 

humble  fervant, 

(Signed)  Cornwallis. 


Cofy  of  a  Letter  from  Gcfieral  Wash- 
ington to  Lieutenant-general  Ean 
Cornwallis,    dated  Camp^    be- 
fore Tork,  oa.  18,  1 78 1. 

My  Lord, 

TO  avoid  unnecefl'ary  difcuffions 
and  delays,  I  fliall  at  once, 
in  anfwer  to  your  Lordfliip^  let- 
ter of  yefterday,  declare  the  general 
bafis  upon  which  a  definitive  treaty 
ol  capitulation  may  take  place. 

The  garrifons  of  York  and  Glou- 
cefter,  including  the  ft- amen  as  you 
propofe,  fliall  be  received  prifoners 
of  war.  The  condition  annexed  of 
fending  the  Britilh  and  German 
troops  to  the  parts  of  Europe  to  which 
they  refpeftively  belong,  is  inadmif- 
fible:  infread  of  this,  they  will  be 
marched  to  fuch  parts  of  the  coun- 
try as  can  moft  conveniently  provide 
lor  their  fubfillence ;  and  the  bene- 
volent treatment  of  prifoners,  which 
is  invariably  obferved  by  the  Ame- 
ricans, will  be  extended  to  them. 
The  fame  honours  will  be  granted 
to  the  furrcndering  army,  as  were 
granted  to  the  garrifon  of  Charles- 
Town. 

The  fliipping  and  boats  in  the 
two  harbours,  with  all  their  guns, 
ftores,  tackling,  furniture  and  appa- 
rel, fliall  be  delivered  in  their  pre- 
fent  ftate  to  an  officer  of  the  navy 
appointed  to  takepolTeffion  ot  them. 

The  artillery,  arms,  accoutre- 
ments, military  cheft,  and  public 
fl:ores  of  every  denomination,  fliall 
be   delivered    unimpaired,    to  the 
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heads  of  the  departments   to  which 
rliey  refpeftively  belong. 

The  officers  fliall  be  indulged  in 
retaining  their  fide  arms;  and  the 
oJHcers  and  foldiers  may  preferve 
their  baggage  and  effetls ;  with  this 
rcferve,  that  property  taken  in  the 
country  will  be  reclaimed. 

U'^ith  regard  to  the  individuals  in 

civil  capacities,  whofe  interefts  your 

Lordfliip  wiflies  may  be  attended  to, 

until  they  are  more  particularly  de- 

ibed,  nothing   definitive  can    be 

:iied. 

I  have  to  add,  that  I  expeft  the 
fick  and  wounded  wdll  be  iuppiied 
u  ith  their  own  hofpital  ftores,  and 
b:-  attended  by  Britifli  furgeons,  par- 
r  Lilarly  charged  with  the  care  of 
tiiem. 

Your  Lordfhip  will  be  pleafed  to 
tignify  your  determination  either  to 
Accept  or  rejeft  the  propofals  now 
offered,  in  the  courfe  of  two  hours 
rroin  the  delivery  of  this  letter,  that 
-  .mmiffioners  may  be  appointed  to 
.-.igeft  the  articles  of  capitulation, 
or  a  renewal  of  hoftilities  may  take 
place, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)     Geo.  Washington. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lietitcnant-vc 
neral  Earl  Cornwallis  to   Ge- 
neral Washington,  dated  Tor  k^ 
in  Firghiia,    Q^.  18,    1781. 

Sir, 

I  Agree  to  open  a  treaty  of  capitu- 
latinn  upon  the  bafis  of  the  gar- 
rifons  of  York  and  Gloucefter,"  in- 
cluding fcamen,  being  prifoners  of 
war,  vyithour  annexing  tl^e  condition 
of  their  being  fenr  to  F.urope;  but  I 
exped^  to  receive  a  compenf.ition  in 
arranging  the  articles  of  the  capiru- 
lajion  for  the  ftirrenderof  Gl  -wc^i- 
terjn  its  preCent  ftate  of  defence.    1 


fliall  in  particular  defire,  that  the 
Bonetta  floop  of  war  may  be  left  en- 
tirely at  my  diipofil,  from  the  hour 
that  the  capitulation  is  figned,  to  re- 
ceive an  Aid  de  Camp  to  carry  my 
difpatches  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
fuch  foldiers  as  I  may  think  proper 
to  fend  paffengers  in  her,  to  be  man- 
ned with  50  men  of  her  own  crew, 
and  to  be  permitted  to  fail  without 
examination,  when  my  difpatches 
are  ready,  engaging  on  n^y  part  that 
the  ftiip  fliall  be  brought  back  and 
delivered  to  you,  if  fhe  efcapes  the 
dangers  of  the  fea;  that  the  crow 
and  foldiers  fhall  be  accounted  for  in 
future  exchanges;  that  flic  fliall 
carry  off  no  officer  without  your 
confent,  nor  public  property  of  any- 
kind  ;  and  I  fliall  likewife  defire, 
that  the  traders  and  inhabitants 
may  preferve  their  property,  and 
that  no  perfon  may  be  puniihed  or 
molelled  for  having  joined  the  Bn- 
tifli  troops. 

If  you  chufe  to  proceed  to  negoci- 
ation  on  thefe  grounds,  I  fliall  ap- 
point two  Field  Officers  of  my  army 
to  meet  two  officers  from  you,  at 
any  time  and  place  that  you  think 
proper,  todigell  the  articles  of  capi- 
tulation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)  Cornwallis. 


Articleso/Capitulation,  fet- 
tled between  bh  Excellency  General 
Washington,  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  Combined  Forces  of 
America  and  France  ;  bis  Excellency 
the  Count  d'n?  R  o  c  H a  M  B  E  a  u,  Liew 
tenait-general of  tbe  Arrniesof  the 
King  of  France^  Great  Crofs  of  the 
Royal  and  Military  Order  of  St. 
Loiiii,  commanding  the  auxiliary 
T  oop  ■  of  his  Mcjl  Chriffian  Majefy 
in  America  ;  and  his  Excellency  the 
Count  de  GrassE,  Licuicnant-ge- 
I  iitral 
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fteral  of  the  Naval  Annies  of  his 
Ahjl  ChriJIian  Maie/y,  Commander 
cf  the  OriierofSt.  Louis,  Comtnand' 
er  in  Chief  of  the  Naval  Army  of 
France  in  the  Chefapeak^  on  the  one 
part:  And  the  K'ght  Honourahle 
Marl  CoRNWALLis,  Lieutenant- 
general  of  his  Britannic  Majeffs 
Forces,  commandi ng  the  Garr  fans  of 
OTorkandGlotccefer;  and  !  HOMAS 
Symonds,  Efq.  commanding  his 
JBritannic  Majrfys  Na'val  Forces 
in  Tor k  River  in  fiiginia,  on  the 
other  part. 

Art.  I.  ^TT^HEgarrifonsofYork 
J^  and  Gloiicefter,  in- 
cluding the  officers  and  feamen  of 
his  Britannic  Majelly's  fliips,  as 
well  as  other  mariners,  to  furrender 
themfelves  prifoners  of  war  to  the 
combined  forces  of  America  and 
France;  the  land  troops  to  remain 
prifoners  to  the  United  States,  the 
navy  to  the  naval  army  of  his  Moil 
Chriftian  Majefty. 

Art.  I.     Granted. 

Art.  II.  The  artillery,  arftas, 
accoutrements,  military  cheft,  and 
puV)lic  ftoresof  every  denomination, 
Hiall  be  delivered,  unimpaired,  to 
the  heads  of  dep^irtments  appointed 
to  receive  them. 

Art.  II.    Granted. 

Art.  III.  At  twelve  o'clock  this 
day  the  two  redoubts  on  the  left 
flank  of  York  to  be  delivered,  the 
one  to  a  detachment  of  American 
infantry ;  the  other  to  a  detachment 
of  French  grenadiers.  The  garii- 
fon  of  York  will  march  out  to  a 
place  to  be  appointed,  in  front  of 
the  polls,  at  two  o'clock  precifely, 
with  ihoulderedarms,  colours  cafed, 
and  drums  bcatitag  a  Britiili  or 
German  march ;  they  are  then  to 
ground  their  arms,  and  return  to 
their  encampment,  where  they  will 


remain,  until  they  are  difpatched 
to  the  places  of  their  deilination. 
Two  works  on  the  Gloucelier  fide 
will  be  delivered  at  one  o'clock  to 
detachments  of  French  and  Ameri- 
can troops  appointed  topofiefs  them ; 
the  t;arri.on  will  march  out  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  ;  the  caval- 
ry with  their  fwords  drawn,  trum- 
pets founding;  and  the  infantry  in 
the  manner  prefaibed  for  the  gar- 
rifonof  York:  They  are  likevviie  to 
return  to  their  encampment,  until 
they  can  be  finally  marched  off. 

Art.  III.    Granted. 

Art.  IV.  Officei-s  to  retain  their 
fide  arms :  both  officers  and  foldiers 
to  keep  their  private  property  of 
every  kind  ;  and  no  part  of  their 
baggage  or  papers  to  be  at  any  time 
fubjed  to  fcarch  or  infpeftion;  the 
baggage  and  papers  of  officers  and 
foldieis  taken  during  the  fiegetobe 
likevviie  preferved  for  them.  It  is 
Tnideriiood,  that  any  property  obvi- 
oufly  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of 
thefe  States,  in  the  pofleffion  of  the 
garrifon,  fliall  be  fubjeft  to  be  i^e- 
claimed. 

Art.  IV.    Granted. 

Art.  V.  The  foldiers  to  be  kept 
in  Virginia,  Maryland,  or  Penfyl- 
vania,  and  as  much  by  regiments  as 
polfible,  and  fupplied  with  the  fame 
rations  of  provllions  as  are  allowed 
to  foldiers  in  the  fcrvice  of  America^ 
a  field  officer  froin  each  nation,  to 
wit,  Britiili,  Anfpach  and  Heffian, 
and  other  officers  on  parole,  in  the 
proportion  of  one  to  fifty  men,  to 
be  allowed  to  refide  near  the  refpec- 
tive  regiments,  to  vifit  them  fre- 
quently, and  to  be  witnefles  of  their 
treatment  ;  and  that  thefe  officers 
may  receive  and  deliver  cloaihing 
and  other  neceflarics ;  for  which  pafs- 
ports  are  to  be  granted  when  applied 
for. 


Art. 
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Art.  V.    Granted. 

Art.  V[.  The  general,  lliifF, 
and  other  officers  not  employed  as 
mentioned  in  the  above  article,  and 
whochufe  it,  to  be  permitted  to  s;o 
on  parole  to  Europe,  to  New  York, 
or  to  any  other  American  maritime 
pofts,  at  prelent  in  the  pofleffion  of 
the  Britifh  forces,  at  their  own  op- 
tion, and  proper  veflels  to  be  grant- 
ed by  the  Count  de  Grafle  to  carry 
them  under  fl;igs  of  truce  to  New- 
York,  within  ten  days  from  this 
date,  if  poffible;  and  they  to  refide 
in  a  diil:ri£t,  to  be  agreed  upon  here- 
after, until  they  embark.  The  offi- 
cers of  the  civil  departments  of  the 
army  and  navy  to  be  included  in 
this  article ;  palTports  to  go  by  land 
to  be  granted  to  thofe  to  whom  vef- 
fels  cannot  be  furniflied. 

Art.  VI.    Granted. 

Art.  VII.  Officers  to  be  allowed 
to  keep  foldiers  as  fervants,  accord- 
ing toi  the  common  praftice  of  the 
fervlce.  Servants,  not  foldiers,  are 
not  to  be  confidered  as  prlfoncrs ; 
and  are  to  be  allowed  to  attend  their 
mailers. 

Art.  VII.    Granted. 

Art.  VIII.  The  Bonetta  floop 
of  war,  to  be  equipped  and  naviga- 
ted by  its  prefent  captain  and  crew, 
and  left  entirely  at  the  difpofal  of 
Lord  Cornvvallis  from  the  hour  that 
the  capitulation  is  figned,  to  receive 
an  Aid  de  Camp  to  carry  difpatches 
to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  fuch  fol- 
diers as  he  may  think  proper  to  be 
permitted  tofail without  examination 
when  his  difpatches  are  ready;  his 
Lordfliip  engaging  on  his  part,  that 
thefhip  fliallbe  delivered  to  the  or- 
der of  the  Count  de  Gralfe,  ifflie 
efcapes  the  dangers  of  the  feas ;  and 
that  fliefliall  not  carry  offany  public 
ftores.  Any  part  of  the  crew  that 
may  be  deficient  on  her  return,  and 
the  foldiers  palTengers,  to  be  ac- 
counted for  on  her  delivery. 


Art.  VIII.    Granted. 

Art.  IX.  The  traders  are  to 
preferve  their  property,  and  to  be 
allowed  three  months  to  difpofc  of 
or  remove  them  ;  and  thofe  traders 
are  not  to  be  confidered  as  prifoners 
of  war. 

Art.  IX.  _  The  traders  will  be 
allowed  to  difpofe  of  their  effeds, 
the  allied  army  having  the  right 
of  pre-emption.  The  traders  to  be 
confidered  as  prifoners  of  war  on 
parole. 

Ar  t.  X.  Natives  or  Inhabitants 
of  different  parts  of  this  country,  at 
prefent  in  York  or  Gloucefter,  are 
not  to  be  puniflied  on  account  of  hav- 
ing joined  the  Brltifli  army. 

Ar  t.  X.  This  article  cannot  be 
alfented  to,  being  altogether  of  civil 
refort. 

Ar  t.  XI.  Proper  hofpltals  to  be 
furniflied  for  the  lick  and  wounded; 
they  are  to  be  attended  by  their  own 
furgeons  on  parole ;  and  they  are  to 
be  furniflied  with  medicines  and 
flores  from  the  American  hofpltals. 

Art.  XI.  The  hofpital  ftores  now 
in  York  and  Gloucefter  fhall  be  de- 
livered for  the  ufe  of  the  Britifh  fick 
and  wounded;  pafTports  will  be 
granted  for  procuring  them  farther 
f^upplies  from  New  York,  asoccafion 
may  require  ;  and  proper  hofpltals 
will  be  furniflied  for  the  reception 
of  the  fick  and  wounded  of  the  two 
divifions. 

Art.  XII.  Waggons  to  be  fur- 
niflied to  carry  the  baggage  of  the 
officers  attending  the  foldiers,  and 
to  furgeons,  when  travelling  on  ac- 
count of  the  fick,  attending  the  hof- 
pltals, at  public  expence. 

Art.  XII.  They  will  be  fur- 
niflied if  poffible. 

Art.  Xlir.  The  flilpplng  and 
boats  in  the  two  harbours,  with  all 
their  ftores,  guns,  tackling  and  ap- 
parel, fliall  be  delivered  up  in  their 
prefent  ftate   to    an  officer  of  the 

navy 


PUBLIC        PAPERS. 


ri6o) 

navy  appointed  to  take  pofTeflion 
of  them,  previoufly  unloading  the 
private  property,  part  of  which  had 
been  on  board  for  fecurity  during 
the  fiege. 

Art  Xin.  Granted. 
Art.  XIV.  No  article  of  the  ca- 
pitulation to  be  infringed  on  pre- 
text of  reprifal  ;  and  if  there  be 
any  doubtful  expreflions  in  it,  they 
are  to  be  interpreted  according  to 
the  common  meaning  and  accepta- 
tions of  the  words. 

Art.  XIV.  Granted. 
Done  in  the  trenches  before  York, 
Oftober  19,   1781. 
(Signed) 
G.  Washington, 
Le  Cte.  de  Rochambeau, 
Le  Cte.  de  Barras,  en  n'on 
nom,   et  celui  du  Cte.  de 
Grasse, 
cornwallis, 
Tho.  Svmonds. 


Letter  from  General  Wajljingtoyi  to  the 
Prejident  of  the  Congrefs. 

Head  garters,  near  Tork,   OBoher 
19,    1781. 

SIR, 

I  Have  the  honour  to  inform  con- 
grefs, that  a  redudlion  of  the 
Britifli  army,  under  the  command 
of  lord  Cornwallis,  is  moft  happily 
efFeded.  The  unremitted  ardor 
which  aftuated  every  officer  and 
foldier  in  the  combined  army  on 
this  occafion,  has  principally  led  to 
this  important  event,  at  an  earlier 
period  than  my  moft  fanguine  hopes 
had  induced  me  to  expert. 

The  Angular  fpirit  of  emulation 
which  animated  the  whole  army, 
from  the  firft  commencement  of  our 
operations,  has  filled  my  mind  with 
the  higheft  pleafure  and  fatisfac- 


tion,  and  had  given  me  the  hap- 
pieft  prefages  of  fuccefs. 

On  the  i7thinllant,  a  letter  was 
received  from  lord  Cornwallis,  pro- 
pofing  a  meeting  of  commiffioners 
to  confiilt  on  terms  for  the  furren- 
der  of  the  pofts  of  York  and  Glou- 
cefter.  This  letter  (the  firft  that 
had  pafled  between  us)  opened  a 
correfpondence,  a  copy  of  which  I 
do  myfelf  the  honour  to  enclofe  : 
that  correfpondence  was  followed 
by  the  definitive  capitulation,  which 
was  agreed  to  and  figned  on  the 
19th,  a  copy  of  which  I  herewith 
tranfmit  ;  and  which,  I  hope,  will 
meet  with  the  approbation  of  con- 
grefs. 

I  fhould  be  wanting  in  the  feel- 
ings of  gratitude,  did  I  not  men- 
tion, on  this  occafion,  with  the 
warmeft  fenfe  of  acknowledgments, 
the  very  chearful  and  able  aflift- 
ance  which  I  have  received  in  the 
courfe  of  our  operations,  from  his 
excellency  the  Count  de  Rocham- 
beau.—  Nothing  could  equal  this 
zeal  of  our  allies,  but  the  imitat- 
ing fpirit  of  the  American  officers, 
whofe  ardour  would  not  fulFer  their 
exertions  to  be  exceeded. 

The  very  uncommon  degree  of 
duty  and  fatigue,  which  the  na- 
ture of  the  fervice  required  from 
the  officers  of  engineers  and  artil- 
lery of  both  armies,  obliges  me  par- 
ticularly to  mention  the  obligations 
I  am  under  to  the  commanding  and 
other  officers  of  thofe  corps. 

I  wilh  it  was  in  my  power  to  ex- 
prefs  to  congrefs,  how  much  I  feel 
myfelf  indebted  to  the  Count  de 
GrafTe  and  the  officers  of  the  fleet 
under  his  command,  for  the  di- 
ftinguilhed  aid  and  fupport  which 
has  been  affbrded  by  them,  between 
whom  and  the  army,  the  moll  happy 
concurrence  of  fentiments  and  views 

have 
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have  fubfifted,  and  from  whom  e- 
very  pofTible  co-operation  has  been 
experienced,  which  che  molt  har- 
monious intercourfe  could  afford. 

Returns  of  the  prifoners,  mili- 
tary llore;,  ordnance,  flapping,  and 
other  matters,  I  (hall  do  myfelf  the 
honour  to  tranfmit  to  congrefs,  as 
foon  as  they  can  be  colleded  by 
the  heads  of  the  departments  to 
which  they  belong. 

Colonel  Laurens,  and  the  vif- 
count  de  Noailles,  on  the  part  of 
the  combined  army,  were  the  gen- 
tlemen who  a£led  as  commiflloners 
for  forming  and  fettling  the  terms 
of  capitulation  and  furrender,  here- 
with tranfmitted,  to  whom  I  am 
particularly  obliged  for  their  rea- 
dinefs  and  attention  exhibited  on 
the  occafion. 

Colonel  Tighman,  one  of  my 
aids  de  camp,  will  have  the  ho- 
nour to  deliver  thefe  difpatches  to 
your  excellency  ;  he  will  be  able 
to  is  form  you  of  every  minute  cir- 
cumltance  which  is  not  particularly 
mentioned  in  my  letter.  His  me- 
rits, which  are  too  well  known  to 
need  any  obfervations  at  this  time, 
have  gained  my  particular  atten- 
tion, and  I  could  wifii  that  they 
may  be  honoured  by  the  notice  of 
your  excellency  and  congrefs. 

Your  excellency  and  congrefs, 
will  be  pleafed  to  accept  my  con- 
gratulations on  this  happy  event, 
and  believe  me  to  be,  with  the 
higheft  rcfpedl  and  efteem,  Sir,  your 
excellency's  moft  obedient,  and 
humble  fervant, 

Geo.  Washington. 
P.  S.  Though  I  am  not  poffelTed 
■of  the  particular  returns,  yet  I  have 
reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  the  number 
of  prifoners  will  be  between  5  and 
6coo,  exclufive  of  feamen  and  o- 
thers. 

1781. 


Petition  of  the  Je-Ms  at  St,  EuJIalius 
to  Admiral  Rodney  and  Kjencral 
Vauvhan, 

To  their  Excellencies^  the  Command'.ng 
Officers  in  Chief  of  his  Britannic 
Majefy^s  Army  and  Navy  in  the 
IVeJl  Indies. 

Mayitpleafe  your  Excellencies, 

TO  permit  us,  in  the  name  and 
on  the  behalf  ot  ourleives  and 
others  of  the  people  of  the  Hebrew 
nation,     relidents  in    the    Lland  of 
Saint  Eui'atius,  humbly  to  approach 
your  excellencies,  and  with  heart- 
felt anguifli,  to   lay  our  grievances 
before  you,  and  fay  :    that    it  was 
with  the  utmoft  concern   and  allo- 
nifhment,  we  have  already,  not  only- 
received  your  Excellencies  affliding 
order  and  fentence,  to  give  up   the 
keys  of  our  ftores  with  an  inventory 
thereof,  and  of  our  houfchold  plate 
and  furniture,  and  to  hold  ourfelves 
in  readlnefs    to   depart  this    ifland, 
ignorant    of    our    delHnation,    and 
leaving  our  beloved  wives  and  help- 
Icfs  children  behind  us,  andourpro- 
perty  and  eifeds  liable  to  feizure  and 
confifcation  ;    but    alfo    find,     that 
thefe  orders  are  for  the  major  part 
carried  into  execution,   a  number  ot 
our  brethren  havintr,  on  Tucfday  the 
thirteenth  iuftant,  \fzt\\  fenton  board 
a  (hip,  and  have  not  lince  been  heard. 
of.     Such  unexpefted  orders  as  thefe 
from    Britiili    commanders,     whofe 
principal  charaifteriilic  is    "  mercy 
and  humanity,"  have  not  only  been 
productive  of  the  moft  hoi  rid  and 
melancholy    fcenes   of  diflrefs  and 
confufion,     that    ever    Britilh   eyes 
beheld  under  the  fatal  confcquences 
of  a  rigid  war,  but  numbers  of  fa- 
milies are  now  helplefs,  difconfolate, 
and  in  an  abiolute  ftate  of  indigence 
and  defprJ!". 

Unconfcious  of\deferving  fo  fevers 

a   treatment,    we   flatter  ourfelves, 

(L)  that 
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that  your  Excellencies  will  be  pleafed 
to  hear  this  our  humble  petition, 
and  not  involve  in  one  compli- 
cated fcene  of  didrefs  and  mifery, 
our  helplefs  women  and  innocent 
babes  ;  confidently  relying  upon, 
and  earneftly  hoping  that,  through 
your  Excellencies  julHce  and  hu- 
manity, we  fliall  not  lupplicate  in 
vain. 

It  is  the  peculiar  happinefs  of 
thofe  who  live  under  a  Britifh  con- 
llitution,  to  be  indulged  with  their 
own  fentiments  in  matters  of  reli- 
gion, when  thefe  principles  of  re- 
ligion ate  not  incompatible  with,  or 
fubverfive  of  the  conftitution  in 
church  or  ftate  ;  and  it  is  the  pe- 
culiar happinefs  of  the  Hebrew  na- 
tion to  fay,  that  their  religion  teaches 
peace  and  obedience  to  the  govern- 
ment under  which  they  live  :  and 
when  civil  dilTenlions  have  threat- 
ened to  fubvert  the  conftitution,  the 
Hebrew  nation  have  ever  preferved 
a  peaceful  demeanour,  with  true 
loyalty  to  the  King,  and  a  firm  and 
Heady  attachment  to  the  laws  and 
conftitution. 

For  what  reafon,  or  from  what 
motive  vi'e  are  to  be  baniflicd  this 
ifland,  we  arc  at  a  lofs  to  account^ — 
If  any  among  us  have  committed  a 
crime  for  which  they  are  punifliable, 
we  huinbly  beg  thofe  crimes  may  be 
pointed  our,   and  that  fuch  perfons 

may  be  purged  from  among  us. 

But  if  nothing  canbe  alledged  againft 
tis  but  the  religion  of  our  forefathers, 
we  hope  that  will  not  be  conlidered 
a  crime  ;  or  that  a  religion,  which 
preaches  peace  and  recommends  obe- 
dience to  government,  fliould  point 
out  its  feftaries  as  obje61s  of  your 
Excellercies  rigour,  and  merit  ex- 
cluiion  from  a  Britifli  illand,  by  the 
exprefs  ojders  of  Britifh  command- 
ers.    A  moment's  reflcftion  mull 


difcountcnance  the  idea,  and  lea-?e 
us  in  perfcft  confidence  of  your  Ex- 
cellencies favourable  anfwer. 

Permit  us  then  to  aifure  your  Ex- 
cellenciiJs,  that  we  ever  have,  and 
ftill  are  willing,  to  give  every  con- 
fcientious  teftimony  of  obedience  to 
government ;  and  thofeof  us  in  par- 
ticular, who  claim  to  be  natural  born 
fubjefts  of  Great-Britain,  moft  hum- 
bly intreat  your  Excellencies  to  order 
us  before  you,  or  before  fuch  per- 
fon  or  perfons  as  your  Excellencies 
fliall  pleafe  to  appoint,  there  to 
prove  our  loyalty  and  fidelity,  and 
to  repeat  and  take  our  oaths  of  al- 
legiance. 

May  the  God  of  all  mercies  in- 
cline your  hearts  to  iiften  to  the 
prayers  and  fupplications  of  your 
petitioners,  and  in  this  confidence, 
we  humbly  fubmit  ourfclves  to  your 
Excellencies  determination,  hoping 
that  you  will  pardon  us  for  the  in- 
"trufion  of  this  addrefs  ;  and  that 
through  your  Excellencies  4eaity 
and  humanity,  your  Excellencies 
will  be  pleafed  to  grant  us  fuch  fa- 
vourable terms,  as  you  in  yourjudg- 
ment  and  wifdom  fliall  think  mofl 
advantageous  to  his  Majefty's  inter- 
eft,  and  the  honour  and  glory  of  his 
fuccefsful  arms. 

And  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty 
bound,  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

Saint  Enjiatitis^   Fcl/,  l6,    ijSl, 


Petition  cf  the  West -India 
Planters  and  Merchants  to 
the  King. 

To  the  King's  Mojl  Excellent  Majefy. 

The  Huftible  Addrefs  and  Petition  ef 
fundry  Weft-India  Planters  and  Mer- 
chants', 071  behalf  of  themfclves^  and 

others 
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others  inter ejicd  in  the  Britijb  Wejl 
India  IJlands. 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

WE  your  Majcfty's  moft  duti- 
ful and  loyal  fubjedts,  the 
Planters  and  Merchants  intereftcd 
in  the  Britilh  W'efl-India  Illunds, 
beg-  leave  to  approach  your  Royal 
prefencc,  with  hearts  full  of  the 
warmcft  attachment  to  your  Ma- 
jelly's  perfon  and  fiimily,  and  to 
the  happy  conftitution  of  this  king- 
dom. 

The  unhappy  breach  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  Colonics  of 
North  America,  had  no  Iboner  tak- 
en place,  than  the  Weit  India  plant- 
ers and  merchants  humbly  repre- 
fented  toyour  Majefty,  and  to  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  their  appre- 
henjions  of  the  diltrefs  and  danger, 
that  would  probably  enfue  there- 
from. 

''Vhen  the  colonies  of  North 
America  formed  an  alliance  with  the 
ancient  enemies  of  this  kingdom, 
thole  apprehenfious  of  your  Majefty's 
petitioners  were  greatly  increafed  ; 
and  they  fliould  have  confidered 
themfelves  as  deficient  in  every  duty 
to  your  Majcftyj  as  well  as  regard 
to  the  great  interelb  of  this  king- 
dom, had  they  not  repreicnted  to 
your  Majeiiy's  miniflers,  the  ad- 
ditional danger  to  which  all  the 
Britifh  Weft  India  Iflands,  were  ex- 
pofed,  from  fo  powerful  a  combi- 
nation. 

Every  eftbrt  was,  therefore,  early 
made,  and  invariably  continued,  by 
your  petitioners,  to  urge  your  Ma- 
jelly's  minlfters,  to  provide  effec- 
tual reinforcements  for  their  pro- 
tedlion,  and  particularly  to  induce 
them,  to  keep  a  permanent  fuperi- 
ority  of  naval  force  in  the  Weft  In- 
dies, as  being  the  natural,  and  only 


certain  fecurity  of  thofe  poffeirions. 
The  lofs  of  feveral  of  thofe  iflands 
has  afforded  a  melancholy  proof  of 
thofe  timely  and  unremitted  appli- 
cations. 

Confident,  however,  that  the  re- 
maining iflands  muft  be  confidered 
as  objetfs  deferving  the  moft  ferious 
attention,  your  petitioners  did  not 
yield  to  defpair,  but  trufted,  that 
the  unhappy  experience  of  paft  loffes 
would  excite  your  Majcfty's  mi- 
nifters,  to  adopt  fuch  meafures,  as 
might  effeclually  fecure  thofe  iflands, 
which  ftill  remained. 

But  it  is  with  the  utmoft  concern, 
that  your  petitioners  are  compelled 
to  declare.^  that  the  remaining  iflands 
are  ftill  fo  unhappily  deft'itute  of 
proteftion,  that  at  no  moment  of  the 
war  have  they  been  expofed  to  more 
imminent  danger,  than  in  the  pre- 
fent  awful  conjundurc. 

Your  petitioners,  therefore  alarm- 
ed by  the  inefficacy  of  their  former 
applications  to  your  Majefty's  mi- 
nifters,  humbly  implore  your  Ma- 
jefty  to  enforce  and  extend  the  pre- 
fent  alfurances  they  have  given  us, 
and  to  dlreft,  that  without  delays 
reinforcements,  naval  and  military, 
adequate  to  the  permanent  defence 
of  your  Majefty's  Weft  India 
iflands,  may  be  fent  out,  fo  that, 
by  the  bleffing  of  Providence, 
thofe  moft  valuable  pofleflions  may 
ftill  be  preferved  to  the  Britifli 
empire. 

And  your  petitioners   fliall  ever 
pray,  &:c.  See* 


To  the  KING'S  Mojl  Excellent 
MAJESTY. 

The  hunille  Jddrcfs,  Remonjlrancc^ 
and  Petition^  of  the  Lord  May  or  ^ 
Aldermen^  and  Livery .^  of  the  City 
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of   London^    in   Common-Hall    af- 
J'emhlctl. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 

IMPRESSED  with  an  avvfiil 
fenfe  of  the  dangers  which 
furround  us,  feeling  for  ourfelves 
and  our  polkrity,  s'lxious  tor  the 
glory  of  a  country  hitherto  as  much 
renowned  for  the  virtues  of  juftice 
and  humanity,  as  for  the  fplendour 
of  its  arms,  we  approach  your  throne 
with  fentimcnts  becoming  citizens  at 
foal  arming  an  hour;  at  the  fame  time 
with  that  refpeif  which  is  due  to  the 
monarch  of  a  free  people,  and  a 
prince  of  the  illuftrious  houfe  of 
Brunfwick,  to  which  we  feel  our- 
felves in  a  peculiar  manner  attached, 
by  all  the  ties  of  gratitude  and  affec- 
tion. 

It  is  with  inexpreffible  concern 
that  we  have  heard  your  Majefty  de- 
clare, in  your  fpeech  to  both  houfes 
of  Parliament,  your  intention  of  per- 
fevering  in  a  fyftem  of  meafures 
which  has  proved  fo  difaltrous  to  this 
country,  buch  a  declaration  calls 
for  the  voice  of  a  free  £)nd  injured 
people.  We  feel  the  refpeft  due  to 
majeftv  :  hut  in  this  critical  and  aw- 
ful moment,  to  flatter  is  to  betray. 
Your  Majefty's  minillers  have,  by 
falle  affertions  and  fallacious  fuggef- 
lions,  deluded  your  Majefty  and  the 
nation  into  the  prefent  unnatural  and 
unfortunate  war.  The  confcquences 
of  this  dclufion  ha\'e  been,  that  the 
trade  of  this  country  has  fuftercd  ir- 
reparable loffes,  and  is  threatened 
with  final  extinftion. 

The  manufadfures  in  many  va- 
luable brunches  are  declining,  and 
their  fupply  of  materials  rendered 
precarious,  by  the  inferiority  of  youv 
Majefty's  fieet  to  that  of  the  enemy 
in  almoft  eveiy  part  of  the  globe. 

The    lauded    property     through- 


out the  kingdom  has  been  depreci- 
ated to  the  moft  alarming  degree. 

The  property  of  your  Majefty's 
fubjefts  veiled  in  the  public  tunds, 
has  loft  above  one  third  of  its  value. 

Private  credit  has  been  almoft 
wholly  annihilated  by  the  enormous 
intereft  given  in  the  public  loans, 
fuperior  to  that  which  is  allowed  by 
law  in  any  private  coutracl.  Such 
of  our  brethren  in  America  as  were 
deluded  by  the  promifes  of  your 
Majefty's  minlfters,  and  the  procla- 
mations of  your  generals  to  join 
your  Majefty's  ftandard,  have  been 
furrendered  by  your  Majefty's  ar- 
mies to  the  mercy  of  their  vidorious 
countrymen. 

Your  Majefty's  fleets  have  loft 
their  wonted  fuperiority, 

Your  armies  have  been  cap- 
tured, 

Your  dominions  have  been  loft, 

And  your  Majefty's  faithful 
fubjefts  have  been  loaded  wUh  a 
burthen  of  taxes,  which,  even  if  our 
victories  had  been  as  fplendid  as  our 
defeats  have  been  difgraceful,  if  our 
acceffion  of  dominion  had  been  as 
fortunate  as  the  difmemberment  of 
the  empire  has  been  cruel  and  dif- 
aftrous,  could  not  in  itfelf  be  conii  • 
dcred  but  as  a  great  and  giievous. 
calamity. 

We  do,  therefore,  moft  humbly 
and  earneftly  Implore  your  Msjcfty 
to  take  all  thefe  clrcumftances  into; 
your  royal  confideration,  and  to 
compare  the  prcfeht  fituation  of  your 
dominions  with  that  uncommon  ftate 
of  profperity  to  v/hich  the  wlfdom  ef 
your  royal  anceftors,  the  fpirit  and 
bravery  of  the  Brltiih  people,  and 
the  favour  oi  divine  Providence, 
which  attends  upon  principles  of  ju- 
ftice and  humanity,  hud  once  raifed 
this  happy  country,  the  pride  and 
envy  of  ail  the  civilized  world  ! 

Wc    befeech    your    Majcfty     iio 
loii?er 
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oncer  to  continue  in  a  delufion  from 
wiiich  the  nation  has  awakened ;  and 
that  your  R-Iajefty  will  be  gracioiilly 
plcal'ed  to  relinquifli  entirely,  and 
tor  ever,  the  plan  ot  reducing  our 
brethren  in  America  to  obedience  by 
force ;  a  plan  which  the  fatal  expe- 
rience of  pail  lofl'es  has  convinced  us 
cannot  be  profecutcd  without  mani- 
feft  and  imminent  danger  to  all  your 
Majedy's  remaining  poUcflions  in  the 
weftern  world. 

We  with  to  declare  to  your  Ma- 
jefty,  to  Europe,  to  America  itfelt, 
our  abhorrence  of  the  continuation 
of  this  unnatural  and  unfortunate 
war,  which  can  tend  to  no  other  pur- 
pole  than  that  of  alienating  and  ren- 
dering irrecoverable  the  confidence 
of  our  American  brethren,  with 
whom  we  llill  hope  to  live  upon  the 
terins  of  intcrcourfe  and  friendfliip, 
fo  neceflavy  to  the  commercial  pro- 
fperity  of  this  kingdom.  We  do, 
therefore,  farther  humbly  implore 
your  Majefty,  that  your  Maieity  will 
be  graciouily  plcafed  to  difmifs  from 
your  prefcnce  and  councils  all  the 
advifers,  both  public  and  fecrer,  of 
the  meafures  we  lament,  as  a  pledge 
to  the  world  of  your  Majeity's  fixed 
determination  to  abandon  a  fyllem 
incompatible  with  the  interefc  of 
your  crown,  and  the  happinefs  ot 
your  people. 

Signed  by  order, 

WILLIAM  RIX. 


Petitio?!  of  Henry  Laurens,  Efq.  to  the 
Honfe  of  Commom. 

To  the  Right  Hon.  Charlis  Wolfran 
Com-ivall,  Speaker,  and  the  Hou, 
the  Houfc  of  Commons, 


HE  reprefcntation  and  prayer 
X      of  Henry  Laurens,  a   native 

of  South  Carolina,  fome  time  recog- 


nized by  the  Britifli  CommilfioncrS 
in  America  by  the  llylc  of  his  Ex- 
cellency Henry  Laurens,  Prcfident 
of  Congrefs,  now  a  clofe  prilbner 
in  the  Tower  of  London, 

Moft  refpeftfuUy  flieweth.  That 
your  reprefenter  for  many  years,at  the 
peril  of  his  life  and  fortune,  evidently 
laboured  to  prcfcrve  and  ifrcngthen 
the  ancient  friendfnip  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  colonies ;  and  that 
in  no  inftance  he  ever  excited  on 
either  fide  the  diffenfions  which  fe- 
paratedthem. 

That  the  commencement  of  the 
prefent  war  was  a  fubjec't  of  great 
grief  to  him,  inafmuch  as  he  fore- 
faw  and  foretold,  in  letters  now  ex-  ' 
tanr,  the  diirrelTes  which  both  coun- 
tries experience  at  this  day. 

That  in  the  rife  and  progrefs  of 
the  war,  he  extended  every  a61:  of 
kindnefs  in  his  power  to  perfons 
called  Loyalifts  and  Quietifts,  as 
well  as  to  Britiflr  prifoners  of  war ; 
very  ample  proofs  of  which  he  can 
produce. 

That  he  was  captured  on  the  Ame- 
rican coaft,  fir  ft  landed  upon  Ame- 
rican ground,  where  he  faw  ex- 
changes of  Britilh  and  American 
prifoners  in  a  courfe  of  negotiation ; 
and  that  fuch  exchanges  and  enlarge- 
ments upon  parole  are  mutu;illy  and 
daily  praftifedin  America. 

That  he  was  committed  to  the 
Tower  on  the  6th  of  October,  1780, 
being  then  dangeroufly  ill ;  that  in 
the  mean  time  he  has,  in  many  ref- 
peds,  particularly  by  being  depriv- 
ed (with  very  little  exception)  of 
the  vilits  and  confultations  of  his 
children  and  other  relations  and 
friends,  ftjffered  under  a  degree  of 
rigour  altnoft,  if  not  altogether, 
unexampled  in  modern  Britifh  hif- 
tory. 

That  from  long  confinement,  and 

the  want  of  proper  exercife,    and 

other    obvious    eaufes,    his    bodily 
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health  is  o;re;uly  impaired,  and  that 
he  is  now  in  a  languiihing  Hate  : 
And, 

Therefore  your  reprefenter  hum- 
bly prays  your  Honours  will  con- 
defcend  to  take  his  cafe  into  conlider- 
ation;  and,  under  proper  condi- 
tions and  reftriftions,  grant  him  en- 
largement, or  fuch  other  relief  as  to 
the  wifdom  and  benignity  of  your 
Honours  fnall  fecm  litting. 

He>;ry  Lauren's. 

Tower  of  London, 
Dec.  I,  1 78 1. 


The  Report  of  the  Co77im'i[p,oncri  for 
exaiuinhig,  taking,  andjiatbig  the 
Public  Accounts  of  this  -'Kingdom^ 
to  the  Honourable  the  Houfe  of 
Commons^  in  Purfuance  of  an  Or- 
der dated  the  loth  of  November, 
178c. 

To  the  honourable  theJCnights,  Ci- 
tizens, and  Burgeffes  in  Parlia- 
ment aflembled. 

IN  obedience  to  an  order  of  this 
honourable  houfe,  bearing  date 
the  iGth  November inftant,  "That 
the  commiilioncrs  appointed  by  an 
aft,  palled  in  the  laft  feffion  of  par- 
liament, for  examining,  taking,  and 
liating  the  public  accounts  of  this 
kingdom,  do  forthwith  report  to  this 
houfe  what  progrefs  they  have  made 
therein:" 

We  report,  That  as  foon  as  the 
iif\,  by  which  we  were  conflituted, 
was  paiTed,  and  a  proper  place  for 
pur  reception  could  be  provided, 
we  entered  upon  the  execution  of 
the  aft;  and  after  the  necelTary  ar- 
rangemcius  of  oflice,  and  forms  of 
proceeding  were  fettled,  we  in  the 
firif  place,  in  obedience  to  the  ex- 
prefs  diredVions  of  thp  aft,  made  ufc 


of  all  the  hcceffary  means  for  com- 
ing at  a  knowledge  of  the  names  of 
all  perfons  in  the  receipt  of  public 
money,  or  to  whom  public  moi>ey 
unaccounted  for  had  been  iflued, 
that  we  might  direft  precepts  tor  an 
account  of  the  balances  in  their 
hands,  in  order  to  examine  what 
part  thereof  might  be  applied  to  the 
public  fervice. 

From  time  to  time,  as  fuch  in- 
formation (not  procured  without  dif- 
ficulty, nor  without  delay)  has  been 
obtained,  we  have  iffaed  precepts  in 
confequence  thereof,  to  which,  for 
the  moft  part,  returns  have  been 
made.  We  have  received  accounts 
of  the  balances  in  the  hands  of  the 
receivers  general  of  the  land  tax, 
and  of  the  reprefentatives  of  thofe 
who  are  dead  ;  of  the  different  trea- 
furers,  and  reprefentatives  of  trea- 
furers  of  the  navy,  whofe  accounts 
are  unfettled ;  of  the  different  pay- 
mafters,  and  reprefentatives  of  pay* 
mafters,  of  his  majefty's  forces, 
whofe  accounts  are  unfettled  ;  and 
of  various  other  claffes  of  public  ac- 
countants :  reports  of  which  will  be 
made  to  his  Majefty,  and  to  both 
houfes  of  Parliament,  in  purfuance 
of  the  direftions  of  the  aft,  as  foon 
as  fuch  examinations  have  been  ta- 
ken as  are  neceiTary  to  enable  us  to 
judge,  what  part  of  thofe  balances 
may  be  immediately  taken  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  public  accountants, 
and  applied  to  the  public  fervice. 

We  began  thefe  enquiries  with 
the  receivers  general  of  the  Innd- 
tax,  of  whom  we  have  examined  us 
many  as  we  thought  neceffary,  not 
only  as  to  the  public  money  in  their 
hands,  but  alio  as  to  the  mode  of 
coUefting,  receiving,  paying  in,  and 
accounting  for,  the  taxes  received 
by  them.  Upon  the  firft  part  of 
this  enquiry,  namely,  as  to  the  pub- 
lic money  in  their  hands,  we  are 
preparitnc 
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prcpniintra  report,  which  we  hope 
will  be  loon  rciidy  to  be  prefented. 

As' the  exciic  is  one  of  the  moll; 
confidcrable  branches  of  the  public 
revenue,  we  have  examined  feveral 
of  the  othcei's  in  its  ditiercnt  de- 
purnnents,  as  wt:ll  to  be  informed 
of  the  mode  and  manner  in  which 
it  is  coUedcd  and  paid  in,  as  to  en- 
able us  to  judge  with  what  compa- 
rative expence,  efficacy,  and  dif- 
patcb,  the  Lind-tax  is  collected  and 
paid  into  the  Exchequer. 

The  returns  of  balances  from  the 
treafurers  of  the  navy,  whofe  names 
as  public  accountants  lland  firll  in 
the  general  certificate  of  accounts 
depending  in  the  office  of  the  audi- 
tors of  the  impreil:,  are  now  under 
our  confideration.  We  have  exa- 
mined the  right  honourable  earl 
Temple,  reprefentative  of  the  late 
George  GrenvlUe,  lifq.  the  right 
hon.  lord  vifcount  Harrington  ;  the 
right  hon  lord  vifcount  Howe;  Sir 
Gilbert  Elliot,  baronet,  reprefenta- 
tive of  the  late  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot, 
baronet ;  and  the  right  hon.  Wel- 
bore  Ellis;  and  wc  are  now  colledt- 
ing  fuch  other  information  as  may 
enable  us  to  report  upon  the  balances 
rcfpe6tively  in  their  hands. 

In  the  execution  of  the  truil  vert- 
ed in  us,  we  have  proceeded  with 
as  much  expedition  as  we  found  con-r 
fillent  with  the  difficulty  and  im- 
portancie  of  the  objefts  before  us, 
and  an  exact  and  impartial  attention 
to  the  int&^-elfs  of  the  public,  and 
the  rights  of  individuals. 

A  commiffion  of  accounts,  to  the 
extent  and  for  the  purpafes  exprelT- 
ed  in  the  aft,  is  not  an  ordinary  in- 
flitution ;  and  we  have  been  oblig- 
ed to  content  ourfelves  with  the  fug- 
geftions  of  our  own  underftandings, 
unaliifled  either  by  the  lights  of  our 
g^nceilors,  or  the  experience  of  co- 
temporaries.      A  ^'eference   to   the 


minutes  of  our  proceedings,  will,  if 
called  for,  Iliew  that  we  have  at 
leaft  been  diligent  and  perfever- 
ing. 

Guy  Carleton,  (L.S.) 

T.  AxGUisH,  (L.S.) 

A.  PlGGOTT,  (L.S.) 

Richard  Neave,  (L.S.) 
Samuei-  Beachcroft,  (L.S.) 
George  Drummond,  (L.S.) 


The  Second  Report  of  the  Cormnlfjioners 
appointed  to  examine,,  take,  and 
JtatCy  the  Puhlic  Accounts  of  the 
Kingdom, 

PURSUING  the  line  of  in- 
quiry marked  out  in  our  firll 
report  to  the  legiflature,  namely,  an 
examination  of  the  balances  in  the 
hands  of  thofe  accountants  who  re- 
ceive money  from  the  fubjeft  to  be 
paid  into  the  exchequer;  that  we 
might  omit  no  office  of  receipt,  and 
no  receiver  of  the  public  revenue 
under  that  defcription,  we  obtained 
from  the  office  of  the  aud'tor  of  the 
exchequer,  "A  lift  of  all  the  pub- 
lic offices  where  money  is  received 
for  taxes  or  duties,  and  of  the  names 
of  all  perfons  v\mo  aie  receivers  of 
public  money  railed  upon  the  fub- 
je6f  by  taxes  or  duties,  and  who  pay 
the  fame  into  the  Exchequer." 

We  have  exananecl  irto  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  public  revenue  is 
colle-^ed,  receivea,  and  p,.id  into 
the  Exchequer,  in  all  theie  offices, 
and  by  all  ihefe  receivers 

in  the  cuftoms,  the  receiver  ge- 
neral, William  IM-  lli'h,  eU|u;iv,  cer- 
tified to  us,  chac  upon  the  loth  of  Sep- 
tember laft,  therv  v.a,  in  his  h.mds, 
exclufively  of  the  current  week- 
ly receipt  of  the  duties  Ot  the  cuf- 
toms,  the  fum  of  four  thouland  four 
hundred  and  -twelve  pounds  thiec 
iliillings  and  ten  pence  j  which  fuin 
(L  4)  was 
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was  the  amount  of  certain  collec- 
tions tranfmitted  to  him,  either  from 
the  plantations,  or  particular  out- 
ports  ;  and  was  to  continue  in  his 
hands  no  longer  than  until  the 
comptroller-general,  as  to  fome 
parts  of  it,  and  the  commiflioners, 
as  to  other  parts,  fliould  direil  un- 
der what  heads  of  duties  the  feveral 
items,  ot  which  this  fum  was  com- 
pounded, fliould  be  arranged,  and 
paid  into  the  Exchequer,  or  other- 
wife  difpofed  of.  Mr.  Mellifh  has 
informed  us,  that  part  of  this  fum  has 
been  paid  by  him,  according  to  or- 
ders of  the  commiffioners  and  comp- 
troller-general; and  that  the  other 
part  thereof,  amoui:iting  to  three 
thoufand  two  hundred  eighty-eight 
pounds  fourteen  fliillings  and  eleven 
pence  farthing,  v/as  remaining  in 
liis  hands  the  20th  inftant:  this  re- 
mainder, we  are  of  opinion,  the  com- 
miffioners and  comptroller-general 
fhould  in  their  feveral  departments 
r.rrange,  and  the  receiver-general 
faould  pay  according  to  fuch  ar- 
rangement as  Ipeedily  as  pofiible. 

By  the  examinations  of  Jofhua 
Powell,  efquire,  chief  clerk  to  the 
comptroller-general;  and  of  Mr. 
Anthony  Blinkhorn,  alliftant  to  the 
receiver-general,  it  appears  that  the 
duties  of  the  cuftoms  are  colietted 
by  officers,  either  in  London  or  at 
the  out-ports  :  in  London,  the  chief 
teller  every  day  receives  them  from 
the  colleftors,  and  pays  them  into 
the  office  of  the  receiver-general ; 
«t  the  out-ports,  the  colleftors  re- 
mit their  receipt  by  bills  to  the  re- 
ceiver-general, and  are  not  permit- 
ted to  retain  in  their  hands  above 
one  hurdred  pounds,  unlcfs  for 
fpec'al  reafons,  allovved  of  by  the 
contimiffioners,  and  by  the  lords 
of  the  treafury.  The  nett  produce 
of  every  duty  received  in  each 
week,  is  paid  by  the  reciiver-gene- 


ral  in  the  following  week  into  the 
Exchequer, 

Jn  the  cxcife,  we  find,  from  the 
examinations  of  George  Lewis  Scott, 
efquire,  one  of  the  commiffioners, 
and  of  Richard  Paton,  efquire,  fe- 
cond  general-accountant  (both  an- 
nexed to  our  firft  report)  that  the 
cotleclors  retain  in  their  hands  no 
part  of  the  duties  they  receive ; 
and  that  the  receive r-geaeraLevery 
week  pays  into  the  Exchequer  the 
nett  produce  of  this  revenue,  unlefs 
fome  torefeen  demands  in  the  fol- 
lowing week  make  a  refervation  of 
any  part  of  it  neceffary. 

in  the  ftamp-office,  we  examined 
Mr. James  Dugdale,  deputy  receiver- 
general;  and  Mr.  John  Lloyd,  firft 
clerk  to  the  comptroller  and  ac- 
countant-general; from  whom  we 
coUecl:,  that  the  whole  produce  of 
thefe  duties,  arifing  either  from  the 
receipt  at  the  office  in  London,  or 
irom  bills  remitted  from  the  diftri- 
butors  in  the  country,  is  paid  every 
week  into  the  Exchequer. 

In  the  falt-officc,  Milvvard  Rowe» 
efquire,  one  of  the  commiffioners, 
and  Mr  John  Elliot,  corrcfpon- 
dent,  were  examined:  the  collect- 
ors of  thefe  duties  are  continually 
remitting'  their  receipt  to  the  office 
in  bills ;  every  week  the  account  is 
made  up,  and  the  whole  balance 
paid  into  the  Exchequer,  rcferving 
always,  in  the  hands  of  the  cnlhier, 
a  fum  not  exceeding  five  hundred 
pounds,  for  the  purpofe  of  defray- 
ing the  incidental  expences  of  the 
office. 

Jn  the  office  for licenfmg  hawkers 
and  pedkrs,  we  learn  from  Mr. 
James  Turner,  one  of  the  commif- 
lioners, that  the  riding  furveyors 
keep  remitting  to  this  office,  in  bills, 
the  duties  they  receive  in  the  coun- 
try ;  which  the  calhier  pays,  toge- 
ther with  what  he  receives  in  Lon- 
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don,  weekly,  into  the  Exchequer, 
purfuant  to  the  aft  of  the  9th  and 
lOth  of  king  William  the  l  hird, 
provided  his  whole  receipt  amounts 
to  more  than  two  hundred  pounds ; 
referving  in  his  hands  fuch  a  fum 
as  may  be  fufncienc  for  the  payment 
of  falaries,  incidents,  and  current 
expences. 

Jn  the  office  for  recrnlating  hack- 
ney coaches  and  chairs,  we  colle6t 
from  the  examination  of  Mr.  Jol'eph 
Marlhall,  clerk  to  the  receiver-ge- 
neral, that  the  duties  or  rents  ol  the 
hackney  coaches  becoiriC  due  every 
lunar  month,  and  of  the  hackney 
chairs  every  quarter;  and  thefe  rents 
being  ufually  paid  within  a  certain 
time  after  they  become  due,  the  re- 
ceiver-general makes  a  payment  of 
one  thoufand  pounds  into  the  Ex- 
chequer every  twenty- eight  days, 
except  that  each  of  his  quarterly 
payments  amounts  to  five  hundred 
pounds  only,  as  he  then  referves  in 
his  hands  a  fum  for  the  payment  of 
falaries,  and  the  incidental  expences 
of  the  office. 

The  punftuality  and  expedition 
with  which  the  duties  coUet^ed  in 
thefe  offices  pafs  from  the  pocket  of 
the  fubje£l  into  the  Exchequer,leave 
us  no  room  to  fugged  any  alteration 
in  the  time  or  manner  of  paying  in 
the  fame. 

In  the  poft  office,  Robert  Trevor, 
cfq.  the  receiver-general,  in  anfwer 
to  our  precept,  returned  a  balance 
of  nine  thoufand  three  hundred  fifty 
eight  pounds  two  (hillings,  in  his 
hands  upon  the  5th  of  September 
laft.  From  his  examination,  and 
from  thofe  of  William  Fauquier,  efq. 
accountant-general  in  this  office,  and 
of  Mr.  William  Ward,  colledor  of 
the  bye  and  crofs  road  office,  it  ap- 
pears, that  this  revenue  is  paid  info 
the  office  of  thereceivcr-generrd,  ci- 
cher  by  certain  officers  or  colledors 


in  London  (fome  paying  every  other 
day,  fome  weekly,  and  fome  quar- 
terly, or  by  remittances  in  bills 
from  the  poft-maiiers  in  the  coun- 
try) who  do  not  keep  the  money  they 
receive  any  confideiable  time  in  their 
hands.  The  collector  of  the  bye 
and  crofs-road  office  makes  his  pay- 
ments to  the  receiver-general  quar- 
terly, and  to  the  amount  of  about 
fifteen  thoufand  pounds  each  quar- 
ter. The  receiver-general  pays  in- 
to the  exchequer  feven  hundred 
pounds  every  week,  purfuant  to  the 
aft  of  the  9th  and  lOth  of  queen 
Anne,  chapter  the  loth,  and  the 
balance  in  his  hands  he  pays  in  every 
quarter,  referving  about  five  thou- 
fand pounds  to  anfwer  incidental 
warrants  from  the  board,  to  pay  fa- 
laries and  other  expences  of  the 
office. 

There  are  four  branches  of  the 
revenue  v/hich  are  collected  not  un- 
der the  direfdon  of  commiffioners, 
but  by  fingle  perfons  only  :  thefe  are 
the  firft  fruits  and  the  tenths  of  the 
clergy ;  and  the  dedurtions  of  fix 
pence,  and  of  one  Ihilling,  in  the 
pound,  out  of  penfions,  falaries,  fees, 
and  wages. 

We  examined  Edward  Mulfo, 
efquire,  the  receiver,  and  John  Ba- 
con, efquire,  the  deputy  receiver, 
of  the  firrt  fruits;  whointonned  us, 
that  this  i-evenue  is  received  from 
the  clergy,  at  the  office  in  London  ; 
that  at  the  end  of  Oftober,  or  the 
beginning  of  November,  in  every 
year,  this  receiver  pays  into  the  Ex- 
chequer the  net  receipt  of  the  pre- 
ceding year,  ending  31ft  of  De- 
cember ;  and  that  the  balance  of 
this  duty,  in  his  hands,  upon  the 
30th  ot  November  laft,  was  four 
thoufand  three  hundred  thirty-two 
pounds  eight  fhillings  and  eleven 
pence  three  farthings? 

Robert  Chefter,  efquiie,  the  re- 
ceiver 
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ceiver  cf  the  tenths,  being  examin- 
ed, we  find  that  thefe  payments  be- 
come due  from  the  clergy  every 
Chriftmas,  that  they  ought  to  be 
made  before  the  lail  day  of  April 
following,  nnd  if  they  are  not  made 
before  the  31  it  of  May,  he  delivers 
an  accoimt  of  the  defaulters  into  the 
Exchequer;  that  he  receives  thefe 
payments,  together  with  the  arrears 
of  tormer  years,  during  the  follow- 
ing year,  ending  at  Chriftmas,  to 
which  time  he  makes  up  his  yearly 
account,  and  in  the  month  of  June 
or  July  after,  he  has,  for  the  lail 
three  years, paid  into  the  Exchequer 
the  net  receipt  of  the  preceding 
year;  and  it  appears,  that,  upon 
the  20th  of  December  lall,  the  fum 
in  his  hands  was  nine  thoufand  eight 
hundred  and  ninety  pounds  and  two 
pence  halfpenny. 

Both  thefe  dues  from  the  clergy 
arc  granted  in  purfuance  of  the  2d 
and  3d  of  queen  Anne,  chapter  i  ith, 
to  the  corporation  called  The_  Go- 
vernors of  the  Bounty  of  Queen, 
Anne,  for  the  augmentation  of  the 
maintenance  of  the  poor  clergy. 
Thefe  governors  ufually  hold  their 
firft  meeting  fome  time  in  Novem- 
ber every  year,  a  fliort  time  before 
•which  it  has  been  cuflomary  for 
thefe  receivers  to  make  their  pay- 
ments into  the  Excheqvier. 

Thomas  Allle,efquire,  receiver  of 
the  iixpenny  duty,  collefts  it  from 
the  offices  and  perfons  charged, either 
quarterly,  half-yearly,  or  yearly, 
according  to  the  practiice  of  the  of- 
fice or  perfon  he  receives  it  from  : 
he  has  no  ilated  times  for  his  payr 
ments  into  the  Exchequer,  excepf 
that  in  March  or  April,  every  year, 
he  pays  in  the  balance  then  in  his 
hands,  of  his  lalt  year's  colledtion. 
By  his  return  to  us,  upon  the  i6th 
of  Decetiiber  iaft,  the  fum  of  fix 
lihpufand  eight  hundred  eighty -one 


pounds  feven  fhillings  and  eleven 
pence  was  then  remaining  in  his 
hands ;  but  this  fum,  as  he  has 
fince  informed  us,  he  has  paid  into 
the  Exchtjquer,  together  with  the 
balance  of  his  year's  account,  end- 
ing the  -jth  infcant. 

Richard  Carter,  efquire,  receiver 
of  the  one  Ihilling  duty,  coUefls  it 
from  different  oihces,  at  different 
times  :  he  ufually  makes  payments 
every  quarter  into  the  Kxcheqiier, 
and  once  a  yer.r  pays  in  the  balance. 
The  fum  in  his  hands,  upon  the 
20th  Oftober  lall,  was  tvv;  thou- 
fand  and  fifty  pounds  fifteen  iidllings 
and  feven  pence;  and  he  has  fince 
fignified  to  us,  that,  he  has  paid  the 
fame  into  the  Exchequer. 

The  intention  of  that  claufe  m 
the  act,  which  direfts  our  firft  in- 
quiries to  the  public  money  in  the 
hands  of  accountants,  is,  that  the 
public  may  the  fooner  avail  them- 
fclves  of  the  ufe  of  their  own  mo- 
ney:  one  of  the  indifpenhble  means 
of  obtaining  this  end  is,  to  accele- 
rate the  payment  of  the  revenue  in- 
to the  Exchequer. 

<3)ut  of  the  revenue  of  the  pofl 
office,  the  ait  of  queen  Anne  or- 
ders a  payment  of  feven  hundred 
pounds  every  week  into  the  Ex- 
chequer, and  affigns  as  a  reafon, 
"  the  raifing  a  prefent  fupply  of 
monies  for  carrying  on  the  war,  and 
other  her  majelly's  moft  neceflliry 
occafions."  The  necefilny  occa- 
lions  of  thefe  times,  require  pay- 
ments as  large  and  as  irequent  as 
can  be  made.  It  appears  from  an 
account  of  the  net  produce  of  the 
revenues  of  the  poll  office  at  the 
time  the  act  of  queen  Anne  pafTed, 
and  from  the  accounts  of  the  pre- 
fent weekly  receipts  of  thefe  re- 
venues, and  of  the  balances  paid 
quarterly  into  the  Exchequer,  tranf- 
mitted  to  us  from  the  receiver-gene- 
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lal,  that  the  revenues  of  this  office 
are  much  increafcd,  and  that  the 
current  weekly  receipt  will  fupply  a 
much  larger  payment  than  leven 
hundred  pounds.  We  are  therefore 
of  opinion,  that  the  method  of  pay- 
ing the  balance  every  week  into  the 
Exchequer,  ellablillied  in  the  cuf- 
toms,  excife,  and  other  offices  a- 
bove  mentioned,  Qiould  be  adopted 
in  the  port  office  -^  and  that  the  re- 
ceiver general  fhould  every  week  pay 
the  net  balance  of  his  receipt  into 
theExchequer,referving  in  his  hands 
no  more  than  is  necefiary  to  anfwer 
the  current  payments  and  expences 
X)f  the  office-. 

It  appears  to  becuftomary  fpr  the 
receiver  of  the  firll  fruits,  to  detain 
in  his  hands  the  produce  of  the 
whole  year,  until  eight  or  nine 
months  after  that  year  is  ended,  be- 
sides receiving  the  current  produce 
of  thofe  months ;  and  for  the  re- 
ceiver of  the  tenths  to  detain  in  his 
hands,  for  at  leaft  a  year,  the  whole 
of  this  duty,  received  by  him  be- 
fore the  3  I  it  of  May  in  each  year 
(at  which  time  he  delivers  a  lift  of 
the  defaulters  into  the  Exchequer), 
be  fides  receiving  the  current  pro- 
duce of  that  year.  It  appears  like- 
wife,  that  the  receivers  of  the  lix- 
penny  and  {lulling  duties,  do  not 
pay  into  the  Exchequer  the  whole 
produce  of  thefe  duties  as  they  re- 
ceive them.  All  fuch  detentions 
are,  in  our  opinion,  a  difadvantage 
to  the  public,  and  liable  to  abufe. 
There  exills  no  reafon  why  the  pub- 
lic lliould  not  have  the  cuftody  and 
ufe  of  public  money,  rather  than 
an  individual,  until  the  fervice  to 
which  it  is  appropriated,  of  \yhat- 
ever  nature  that  fervice  maybe,  calls 
for  its  application :  the  public  cof- 
fers are  the  fafcfi  repoiltory  for  pub- 
lic money. 

Oi^e  purpofe  among  others,  ex- 


preffed  in  the  aft  that  appoints  us, 
is,  that  any  defeft  in  the  prefent 
method  of  coUefting  the  duties  may 
becorredled,  and  that  a  lefs  expcn- 
llvc  one  may  be  eftabllflied ;  and  we 
are  exprelly  direfted  to  report  fuch 
regulations,  as  in  our  judgment  (hall 
appear  expedient  to  be  eftabliflied, 
in  order  that  the  duties  may  here- 
after be  received  in  the  manner  the 
moft  advantageous  to  the  public. 

We  therefore,  in  obedience  there- 
to, think  it  our  duty  to  fubjoin  one 
obfervation,  that  has  occurred  to  us 
during  the  progrefs  of  our  inqui- 
ries. 

The  land  tax,  and  the  duties  a- 
rifing  from  llamps,  fait,  licences  to 
hawkers  and  pedlars,  and  from 
hackney  coaches  and  chairs,  are  un- 
der the  management  of  five  feparate 
and  diilinft  boards  of  commiffioners, 
confifting  of  twenty-five  in  num- 
ber: the  amount  of  the  grofs  pro- 
duce of  fhe  laft  four  of  thefe  duties, 
by  the  returns  made  to  our  pre- 
cepts, is  eight  hundred  thirty- one 
thoufand  one  hundred  twenty-fix 
pounds  three  Ihillings  and  one  penny 
three  farthings;  of  the  nctt  produce, 
feven  hundred  fixty  thoufand  five 
hundred  forty-eight  pounds  fifteen 
fliillings  and  fix  pence.  The  time 
in  which  the  commiffioners  are  ufu- 
ally  engaged  in  tranfafting  the  bufi- 
neis  of  their  feveral  oflices  is  as  fol- 
lows ;  the  attendance  of  the  com- 
miffioners of  the  land  tax,  at  their 
office,  is  thrice  a  week ;  of  the  ftamp 
office,  thrice  a  week  ;  of  the  fait  of- 
fice, twice  a  week  ;  of  hawkers  and 
pedlars,  once  a  week;  of  hackney 
coaches  and  chairs,  once  a  week. 

We  arc  aware,  that  the  compara- 
tive produce  of  different  duties,  is 
not  alone  a  criterion  by  which  we 
may  judge  with  precifion  and  cer- 
tainty of  the  time,  trouble,  expence, 
and  number  of  officers  neceffury  to 

be 
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be  employed  in  the  management  of 
them  :  to  have  formed  an  accurate 
and  decifive  opinion  upon  this  point, 
it  would  have  been  neceflary  to  have 
entered  into  an  examination,  which 
would  have  earned  us  too  far  from 
the  objed  of  our  prefent  enquiry ; 
but  we  are  of  opinion,  that  the  fmall 
produce  of  fomc  of  thefe  duties,  and 
the  Ihort  time  in  which  each  of  thefe 
five  boards  are  able  to  tranfa6l  their 
bulinefs,  are  circumlhuiccs  which 
induce  a  ftrong  prefumption,  that  fo 
many  eilablifhments  are  not  necelfa- 
ry  for  the  management  of  thefe 
branches  of  the  revenue;  and  which 
lay  a  reafonable  foundation  for  an 
enquiry,  whether  there  may  not  be 
formed  a  confolidation  of  offices,  be- 
neficial to  the  public.  This  fuggef- 
tion  we  fubmit  to  the  wifdom  of  the 
legiflature. 

Officio  of  Accounts,  Bell-Yard, 

31ft  of  January,   1 7  8 1 . 
Guy  Carletok,  (L.  S.) 

T.  Anguish,  (L.  S.) 

A.  PiGGOTT,  (L.S.) 

Rich.Neave,  (L.S.) 

Sam.  Beachcroft,        (L.S.) 
Geo.  Drummond.  (L.  S.) 


T/jc  t/jh-if  Report  of  the  Cov!m>JJio7icrs 
appointed  to  cxa?Jibie,  take,  and  Ji ate 
the  public  Accounts  of  the  Kingdom. 

'AVING  finiflied  our  exami- 
__^  _  nations  of  all  thofe  public  ac- 
countants that  came  to  our  knowledge 
in  the  firil  clafs,  as  far  as  relates  to 
the  balances  of  public  money  in  their 
hands,  we,  in  the  next  place,  di- 
re(5ted  our  attention  to  thofe  account- 
ants who  receive  public  money  out 
of  the  Exchequer,  by  v/ay  of  imprefl, 
and  upon  account. 

The  certificate  of  the  accounts 
^.-pending  in  the  office  of  the  audi. 


tors  of  the  impreft,  tranfmitted  to  u 
purfuant  to  our  precept,  furilifhed 
us  with  a  lift  of  thefe  accountants  : 
we  took  them  into  our  confideration 
in  the  order  in  which  they  fland  upon 
that  certificate  ;  a  rule  ue  purfue  in 
regard  to  all  lilts  of  accountants,  un- 
lefs  there  are  fome  fpeclal  reafons 
for  departing  from  it. 

The  fet  of  accountants  therein 
firll  m.entioned,  are  the  treafurers  of 
the  navy  ;  and  of  thefe,  the  names 
that  ffand  firll  are  the  executors  of 
Anthony  vifcount  Faulkland,  vvhofe 
final  account  is  dated  the  4th  of 
April,  1689,  and  from  whom  a  bal- 
ance of  twenty-feven  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  eleven  pounds,  fix  fhil- 
lings  and  five  pence  farthing,  is  de- 
clared to  be  then  due.  We  did  not 
mifpend  our  time  in  a  purfuit  where 
there  was  fo  little  probability  of  be- 
nefit to  the  public:  a  debt  that  has 
fubfilfed  for  nearly  a  century,  may  be 
prefumed  defperate.  PalTmg  over 
therefore  this  article,  we  ilTued  our 
precepts  to  earl  Temple,  as  repre- 
fentative  of  the  late  George  Greij- 
ville,  Efq.  to  lord  vifcount  Har- 
rington, lord  vifcount  Howe,  and 
to  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  baronet,  as 
reprefentative  of  the  late  Sir  Gilbert 
Elliot,  for  an  account  of  the  public 
money  in  their  hands,  cuftody,  or 
power,  as  late  treafurers  of  the  na- 
vy. The  returns  made  to  our  pre- 
cepts are  fet  forth  in  the  appendix  ; 
from  which  it  appears,  that  the  ba- 
lances of  public  money  remaining  in 
their  refpeflive  hands,  upon  the  days 
therein  mentioned,  amounted  toge- 
ther to  the  fum  of  feventy-fix  thou- 
fand, feven  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  pounds,  eighteen  fliillings,  and 
one  penny  farthing.  ■ 

1  hat  we  might  learn  for  what  rea-. 
fons,  fervices,  or  purpofes,  thefe 
funis  are  permitted  to  remain  in  the 
hands  of  ircafuiers  of  the  navy,   fo 
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long  after  they  are  out  of  office,  we 
examined  fcveral  of  the  officers  la  this 
depaiimcnf,  namely,  George  Swaf- 
ficld,  eiq.  cafiuer  of  the  viftual- 
ling  ;  Andrew  Douglas,  efq.  pay- 
mafter ;  Mr.  Adam  Jellicoe,  chief 
clerk  to  the  pay-mailer,  and  Mr. 
Francis  Cook,  ledger-writer.  By 
them  we  are  fupplied  with  the  fol- 
lowing information. 

The  office  of  the  treafurer  of  the 
navy  is  divided  into  three  branches, 
the  pay-mafter's,  the  cafhier's,  and 
the  viLtiuiUing  branch.  All  the  mo- 
ney he  receives  is  for  the  navy  fer- 
T'ices,  and  placed  under,  or  carried 
over,  to  one  of  thefe  branches  ;  the 
mone)^  in  each  branch  is  fubdivided, 
arranged,  and  kept  under  various 
different  heads  of  fervices ;  thewhole 
balance,  at  the  time  he  leaves  the 
office,  continues  to  be  liable,  whe- 
ther it  be  in  his  hands,  or  in  the 
hands  of  his  reprefentatives,  in  cafe 
of  his  death,  to  the  fame'  fervices 
for  which  its  feveral  parts  were  ori- 
ginally deftined ;  and  the  commif- 
fioners  of  the  navy,  vidualling,  and 
fick  and  hurt  offices,  each  in  their 
feveral  departments,  continue  to  af- 
lign  bills  upon  him  for  payment, 
until  they  have  reduced  his  balance 
to  fuch  a  fum  as,  in  their  opinions, 
will  not  be  more  than  fufficienttoan- 
fwer  purpofes  for  which  it  has  been 
ufual  to  leave  money  with  him,  un- 
til his  final  account  is  paficd.  Tl;«jfe 
purpofes  are,  firft,  to  carry  on  the 
recals  upon  thofe  fliips  books  which 
were  open  in  his  trcafurerfliip,  and 
the  payment  of  the  half-pay  lifts, 
and  bounties  to  chaplains.  Thefiiips 
books  are  ufually  kept  open  for  re- 
calls, for  fevcn  or  eight  years  after 
the  expiration  of  the  treafurerfliip, 
in  order  to  give  thofe  feamen  who, 
by  being  either  turned  over  to  other 
fliips,  or  employed  in  other  places, 
could  not  attend  at  the  time  the  fliip 
I 


was  paid,  an  opportunity  of  receiv- 
ing their  wages  when  it  is  in  their 
power  to  apply  for  them.  The  on- 
ly fund  applicable  to  this  fervice  is, 
the  money  in  the  pay  branch,  placed 
under  the  head  of  ".  To  pay  fliips, 
and  carry  on  recalls."  This  fer- 
vice is  at  an  end  when  the  fliips  books 
are  made  up.  They  are  made  up 
as  they  come  in  courfe,  in  order  of 
time ;  and  after  the  laft  is  doled, 
the  half-pay  lifts  are  alfo  clofed,  and 
the  payment  of  the  bounty  to  chap- 
lains ceafes. 

The  other  purpofe  is  to  pay  the 
fees  and  cxpences  of  carrying  on, 
making  up,  and  palling  his  accounts. 
Upon  paffing  every  annual  account, 
fees  are  paid  to  the  auditors  of  the 
impreft,  out  of  the  money  in  his 
hands,  under  the  head  of  *'  To  pay 
Exchequer  fees,  and  other  contin- 
gent expences  of  the  pay-office;" 
but  upon  paffing  his  final  account, 
there  is  a  gratuity  alfo  paid  in  the 
following  manner  : — The  officers 
and  clerks  who  tranfadl  the  bufinefs 
.of  the  treafurer -in  office,  carry  on 
alfo  at  the  fame  time,  and  finally 
make  up,  the  accounts  of  the  trea- 
furers  out  of  office  ;  for  which  extrn 
work  they  have  no  falary  or  recom- 
pence  whatever,  until  the  final  ac- 
count is  read}'  to  be  palled,  at  which 
time  it  has  been  ufual  for  them,  by 
petition  to  the  lords  of  the  treafupy, 
to  obtain  a  reafonable  allowance  for 
their  trouble,  which  has  been  paid 
them,  by  virtue  of  a  treafury  war- 
rant, out  ol  any  money  remaining 
in  the  hands  of  that  treafurer,  under 
whatever  heads  of  fervice  it  may  be 
placed.  This  gratuity,  togctl-er 
with  the  fees  of  paffing  the /annual 
accounts,  and  for  the  quietus,  it  is 
imagined  will  exhaull:  the  whole  ba- 
lance now  remaining  in  the  hands  of 
lord  Temple. 

All  the  fliips  books   which  were 

paid 
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pafti  by  Mr,  Grenville,  lord  Barrins;- 
ton,  and  lord  Howe,  are  made  up, 
and  confequently  the  balances  which 
the  three  boards  have  left  ia  the 
hands  ot  thefe  trealurers  muftbe  for 
the  purpoi'c  of  paying  the  fees  and 
expenccs  of  carrying  on,  making  up, 
and  palling"  their  accounts.  Ot  bir 
Gilbert  Elliot's  fhips  books,  five 
hvmdred  and  fix  are  ftill  open  for  re- 
calls ;  and  payments,  if  applied  tor, 
are  made  upon  them  once  a  week  ; 
and  therefore,  whatever  fums  iland 
upon  his  account,  in  his  paymailer's 
branch,  under  the  heads  of  vva5;es, 
half-pay,  and  bounties  to  chaplains, 
are  ftill  applicable  to  thofe  ferviccs ; 
and  the  relidue  of  the  money  permit- 
ted to  remain  with  him  is  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  paving  the  fees  and  expen- 
ces  of  carrying  on,  making  up,  and 
paffing  his  accounts. 

How  foon  then  will  thefe  fevcval 
fums  be  wanted  for  this  purpofe  ? 
The  accounts  of  the  trealurers  of 
the  navy  are  made  up  and  p.tffed  as 
they  come  in  courfe,  vin  order  of 
time  ;  the  ofiicers  muft  finifli  one 
year  before  they  begin  upon  an- 
other ;  and  a  fubfequent  treafurer's 
account  is  never  finifl^ed  till  his  pre- 
deceffor's  is  finally  clofed.  The  ftatc 
in  which  their  accounts  are,  in  the 
office  of  the  auditors  of  the  impreil: 
is  this: — The  lall  which  is  declared 
is  Mr.  Grenville's  account  for  the 
year  1758:  of  all  the  fubfequent  ac- 
counts, only  foine  fedlions  of  their 
rcfpeftive  navy  and  vidualling  ledg- 
ers are  delivered  into  this  office ; 
which  parts  of  a  trenfurer's  accounts 
are  ufually  fent  thither  as  fpeedily 
as  they  can  be  made  up  after  the 
year  expires. 

From  an  account  of  the  balances 
remaining  in  the  hands  of  thefe  trea- 
furers,  at  the  times  they  reipe6tively 
ceafcd  to  be  treafurers  ;  and  an  ac- 
count of  the   times  when  their  laft 


flups  books  were  made  up ;  and  a 
Ihite  of  Mr.  Grenville's  balances, 
and  of  the  balances  of  lord  Barring- 
ton,  lord  Howe,  and  Sir  Gilbert 
Elliot,  every  year  fince  they  feverally 
went  outof  office,  all  tranfmitted  to  us 
from  the  pay  office  of  the  navy,  pur- 
fuant  to  our  requifitions,  we  find 
that  Mr.  Grenville  rcfigned  this  of- 
fice in  1762,  and  his  lall:  (hip's  book 
was  made  up  in  1 77 1  ;  thnt  lord  Bar- 
lingcon  reugned  this  office  in  1765, 
and  his  lafl:  Ihip's  book  was  made  up 
in  1775;  tliat  lord  Howe  refigned 
this  office  in  1770,  and  his  laft  Ihip's 
book  was  inade  up  in  1778;  and 
that  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  died  in  1777: 
hence  it  appears,  that  for  nineteen 
years  there  has  been  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Grenville,  or  of  his  repre'enta- 
tives,  and  for  fifteen  years  in  the 
hands  of  lord  Harrington,  and  for  ten 
years  in  the  hands  of  lord  Howe, 
and  for  three  years  in  the  hands  of 
the  reprefentarivcs  of  Sir  Gi'bert  El- 
liot, confiderable  fums  of  public 
money  (exclufively  of  fums  en  the 
heads  of  wages,  half-pay,  and  boun- 
ty to  chaplains)  dcftined  to  purpo- 
fes  which  (except  the  palling  three 
years  of  Mr.  Grenville's  accounts) 
have  not  yet  exifted,  and  which,  if 
we  may  judge  from  the  progrefs  hi- 
therto made  in  paffing  thefe  accounts, 
are  not  likely  foon  to  exift. 

Where  public  money  is  ap- 
pointed for  a  fervlce  or  purpofe;  to 
arife  at  a  future  tiine,  we  are  of  opi- 
nion, the  public  alone  ought  to  have 
the  cuftody  and  ufe  of  that  money, 
in  the  mean  time,  and  until  the  fer- 
vice  or  purpofe  calls  for  its  applica- 
tion. 

When  the  fees  and  gratuity  be- 
come payable,  we  fee  no  reafoti 
why  the  treafurer  in  office  ffiould 
not  pay  them,  in  like  manner  as 
the  treafurers  out  of  office  pay  them 
now. 

Wc 
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We  did  not  form  our  opinion 
upon  thefe  balances  without  tirrt 
hearing  chelate trealurers  themfclves, 
or  the  reprefentatives  of  thoi'e  who 
aredead;  and  therefore  we  examined 
earl  Temple,  lord  vifcount  Barring- 
ton,  lord  vii'cour.t  Howe,  and  Sir 
Gilbert  Elliot,  baronet;  not  one  of 
whom  made  any  objeftion  to  paying 
their  balances  into  the  Exchequer, 
upon  condition,  fome  of  receiving 
their  quietus,  others  of  being  made 
fecuie  in  fuch  payments.  We  do 
therefore  conceive,  that  the  balan- 
ces of  public  money  now  remaining 
in  the  hands  of  earl  Temple,  as  re- 
prefentative  of  the  late  George 
Grenville,  efquire,  and  in  the  hands 
of  lord  vifcount  Barrington,  and  of 
lord  vifcount  Howe,  and  ot  Sir  Gil- 
bert Elliot,  baronet,  as  reprefenta- 
tive  of  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  late  trea- 
furers  of  the  nayy,  ought  to  be  paid 
into  the  Exchequer,  for  the  public 
fervice,  leaving  in  the  hands  of  Sir 
Gilbert  Elliot  the  fum=  in  his  ac- 
count placed  under  the  heads  or  wa- 
ges, half-pay,  and  bounties  to  chap- 
lains, to  carry  on  the  fervices  to 
which  the  fame  arc  applicable  :  that 
fuch  payments  ftiould  be  without 
prejudice,  and  a  proper  fecurity  and 
indemnification  be  given  to  each  of 
them,  againil  any  lofs  or  detriment 
that  may  accrue  to  them,  in  confe- 
quence  of  fuch  payments. 

The  Right  Hon.  Welbore  Ellis, 
the  prcfenttreafurer  of  the  navy,  re- 
turned to  our  requifition,  a  balance 
in  his  hands  upon  the  31ft  of  Auguft 
lalT:,  of  three  hundred  forty-eight 
thoufand,  nine  hundred  forty -one 
pounds,  eleven  fliillings  and  nine- 
pence.  The  a£l  directs  us  to  exa- 
mine into  all  balances  in  the  hands 
of  public  accountants,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  confidering  what  fum  may 
be  taken  out  of  their  hands,  to  be 
applied  to  the  public  fervice.     It  is 

3 


obvious,  we  could  not  examine  the 
balmce  in  the  hands  of  the  trcafu- 
rer  in  office  with  this  view  ;  it  could 
not  be  in  our  power  to  fay,  that  any 
part  of  it  ought  to  be  paid  back  into 
the  Exchequer,  becaufe,  in  an  office 
ot  fo  conftant  and  large  an  expendi- 
turi?,  this  fum  muft  probably  be  ex'- 
haulied,  even  while  it  was  under  our 
confidcration  :  but  it  was  competent 
to  us,  and  we  thought  it  our  duty,  to 
exam.ine  whether  this  was  a  larger 
fum  than  the  current  bufmeis  of  the 
office  required  Ihould  at  that  time  be 
cntrulkd  to  the  treafarcr  of  the  na- 
vy. A  comparifon  between  the 
quantum  of  the  fum,  and  the  de- 
mands upon  it,  would  enable  us  to 
form  fome  judgment  upon  this  point: 
with  this  view  we  examined  the  pre- 
fent  treafurer  himfelf,  Timothy- 
Brett,  efquire,  commillioner  of  the 
navy,  and  comptroller  of  the  trea- 
furer's  accounts,  JohnSlade,  efquire, 
commiffioner  of  the  vidtualling,  and 
John  Bell,  efquire,  commiffioner  of 
the  lick  and  hurt ;  from  whom  we 
coUeft  the  following  information: 

All  the  money  received  bv  the 
treafurer,  for  the  fervices  of  the  navy, 
is  either  iffued  to  him  out  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, or  paid  to  him  by  fundry 
perfons,  in  purfuance  of  the  direfti- 
ons  of  the  navy,  vidualling,  or  fick 
and  hurt  boards.  The  money  from 
the  Exchequer  is  iffued  to  him,  and 
atranged  in  his  accounts  under  vari- 
ous heads  of  fervices  ;  thefe  heads 
are  kept  di(lin6t ;  and  he  cannot  place 
or  transfer  a  fum  iffued  to  him  under 
one  head,  to  any  other  head  of  fer- 
vice. All  bills  affigned  upon  him 
for  payment  by  thefe  boards,  fpe- 
cify  the  correfpondent  head  of  fer- 
vice out  of  which  that  bill  is  to  be 
paid,  and  he  mull:  not  pay  it  out  of 
money  placed  under  any  other  head 
of  fervice,  than  that  fo  fpecilied  on 
the  bill. 

When 
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When  money  is  wanted,  the  ap- 
plication fur  it  never  originally  moves 
from  the  treafurer,  except  in  the  fm- 
gle  Inilance  of  money  to  pay  fees,  and 
■other  contingent  expences  :  this  he 
craves  of  lilmfelf,  when  that  fund  is 
nearly  exhaufted  :  in  all  other  cafes, 
the  board,  in  whofe  department  it  is, 
by  letter,  delire  him  to  prefent  a 
memorial  to  the  lords  of  the  treafury, 
fpecifying  the  fum  wanted,  and  for 
what  particular  fervice  ;  the  memo- 
rial purfues  the  letter,  and  the  ilRie 
is  direfted  from  the  Exchequer  in 
the  terms  of  the  memorial.  The 
treafurer  immediately  certifies  to  the 
navy  board  the  whole  fum  he  re- 
ceives, and  to  the  other  boards  fo 
much  of  that  fum  as  concerns  them  : 
he  alfo  tranfmits  to  the  navy-board 
an  account  of  ail  his  receipts  and 
payments  in  the  cafliier's  and  vidu- 
alling  branch  every  fortnight,  and 
in  the  pay  branch  every  uionth  :  by 
thefe  means  they  have  an  exa£l  know- 
ledge of  the  ftate  of  his  balance  un- 
der each  head  of  fervice.  Each  of 
thefe  boards  enter  in  their  books  all 
the  afhgnments  they  malie^uponhim 
for  payment;  of  which  they  tranf- 
mit  to  him  a  lift  :  hence  they  know 
what  the  aftual  demands  upon  him 
amount  to  ;  and,  from  their  expe- 
rience in  the  courfe  of  the  navy  bu- 
lioefs,  they  can  form  fome  conjec- 
ture relative  to  the  probable  ap- 
proaching demands  that  may  be 
made  upon  him  in  the  various  branch- 
es of  the  fervice.  By  fuch  know- 
ledge and  conic(fture  thefe  boards 
are  guided  in  their  dire^lions  to  the 
treafurer,  as  to  the  time  when  the 
quantum  of  the  fum,  and  the  fervice 
for  which  every  application  for  a 
fupply  is  to  be  made  |to  the  trea- 
fury. 

At  the  end  of  every  month  the 
navy-board  tranfmit  to  the  treafury 
a  certificate^    containing   an   €xa(ft 


ftate  of  all  the  receipts  and  payments 
made  by  the  treafurer  during  that 
month,  as  they  appear  from  their 
books ;  hence  the  lords  of  the  trea- 
fury have  full  knowledge  of  the  fiate 
of  his  balance  every  mop.th.  This 
certificate  for  the  month  of  Augull 
laft  we  procured  from  the  navy-of- 
fice, on  which  the  balance  in  the 
hands  of  the  treafurer  appears  to  be 
two  hundred  fixty  thoufand,  feven 
hundred  and  fixteen  pounds,  one 
{hilling  and  eight-pence  farthing. 

Being  made  acquainted  thus  fa' 
with  the  courfe  of  bufinefs  in  this 
office,  our  next  ftep  v.-as  to  refolve 
this  balance  of  three  hundred  forty- 
eight  thoufand,  nine  hundred  and 
forty-one  pounds,  eleven  fliillings 
and  sine  pence  into  its  conftitucnt 
parts,  and  compare  the  quantum  of 
each  part,  as  far  as  we  could,  with 
the  adual  and  probable  demands  of 
fervice  upon  it  on  the  3 1  ft  of  Augufi", 
the  date  of  his  return. 

The  urll  circumftance  that  engag- 
ed our  attention,  was  a  difference 
between  the  treafurer's  balance  and 
the  navy  balance,  upon  the  fame 
day,  the  3 1  ft  of  Auguft,  the  former 
exceeding  the  latter  by  the  fum  of 
eighty-eight  thoufand,  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-live  pounds  tea 
fliillings  and  three  farthings :  this 
difference  lies  in  the  cafnier's  and 
vicTiualling  branches,  and  atifes  from 
the  following  caufe  : — -when  the 
three  boards  aflign  bills  upon  the 
treafurer  for  paj-ment,  they  imme- 
diately give  him  credit  for  thofe 
bills,  in  his  account  kept  at  their 
offices ;  hut  the  treafurer  does  not 
himfelf  take  credit  for  any  bills  in 
his  own  account  till  he  a(5lually  pays 
them.  The  perfons  who  receive 
thefe  bills  do  not  always  immediately 
prefent  them  to  the  treafurer  for 
payment,  but  frequently  keep  them 
in  their  potfelliou  for  a  conliderable 
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time.  The  treafurei  's  balance  mull: 
therefore  exceed  the  mval  balance  as 
much  as  the  Turn  tf  the  bills  adually 
paid  by  him.  We  conceive  this  ex- 
cels is  not  money  for  which  the 
treafurer  is  accountable  to  the  pub- 
lic, but  belongs  to  the  proprietors  of 
thofc  bills,  and  remains  in  his  hands, 
at  their  rifk,  until  they  apply  to  him 
for  payment.  i  his  fum,  therefore, 
^ve  think,  fliould  be  dedutled  from 
his  balance. 

We,  in  the  next  place,  obferved 
that  feveral  funis  in  e.ich  branch 
were  not  acftually  in  the  hands  of  the 
treafurer,  but  of  his  ofhcers  and  clerks, 
either  carryino;  on  fervices  in  Lon- 
don, or  atthcdilfant  ports,  whither 
thefe  fums  were  directed  to  be  fent 
by  the  navy  board,  to  carry  on  the 
i'ervices  at  thofe ports.  It  may  rea- 
fonably  be  prefumed,  that  tKe  boards 
would  not  have  direfted  into  the 
hands  of  the  officers,  nor  the  treafu- 
rer have  entrudcd  them  u'ith,  larger 
fums  than  were  wanted;  and -there- 
fore thefe  fums  too,  may  be  deduced 
from  the  treafurer's  balance  ;  which 
will  reduce  the  public  money  aftu- 
ally  in  his  hands  to  the  fum  of  one 
hundred,  tVv^enty- eight  thoufand, 
eighty-three  pounds,  fixteen  fliil- 
lings,  and  ten  pence  farthing,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  ftate  inferred  in  the  ap- 
pendix. The  conilituent  parts  of 
this  balance,  under  their  feveral  heads 
ot  fervice,  confiding  of  a  variety  of 
articles,  are  Hated  in  the  navy  certi- 
ficate :  fome  of  them  carry  the  ap- 
pearance of  having  been  applied  for 
looher  than  the  fervices  feem  to  have 
required  :  but,  upon  examination, 
we  find  that  the  boards  do  not  direft 
an  application  for  a  fupply  to  any 
fund,  until  they  know  that  fund  is 
nearly,  or  likely  foon  to  be  exhauft- 
ed.  The  treaiury  are  fometimes 
prevented  from  granting  the  ilTue  un- 
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til  many  days  after  it  is  craved  ;  and 
therefore  the  boards  are  careful  to 
apply  early  enough,  to  guard  againil 
the  hazard  ot  a  demand  upon  an  ex- 
haulted   fund.     To  fearch  into   the 
adual  and  probable  demands,  at  that 
time,  upon  each  of  thefe  fums,  was 
hardly  practicable  :  onecircumftance 
alone  might  enable  us  to  judge  with 
I'ufficient  accuracy,  whether  the  fum 
total  was  too  large  or  rot ;  that  is, 
in  what  time  this  balance  was  in  fact 
paid  away  by  the  treafurer.     It  ap- 
pears from  his  accounts  for  the  inonth. 
of  Augufl:,  that  this  whole  balance, 
and   much   more,    was  received  by 
him  during  that  month  ;  and  by  his 
accounts  for  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber, tranfmitted   to  us   purfuant   to 
our  requifition,  it  appears  that  not 
only    the  balance  remaining  on  the 
31ft  of  Auguft,  but  a  much  largeL 
fum,   was  in  faft  paid  away  by  him 
during  the  fucceeding  month.    Con- 
fidering,  therefore,  this  fum  by  it- 
felf,    independent  of,    and    uncon- 
ne61ed   with  his   othen  receipts  and 
pa;,  ments,  prior  and  fubfequent  to 
the  date  of  this  balance,  we  have  no 
grounds  to  fay  that  this  individual 
fum,  received    in    one   month,  and 
paid   away   in   the    next,  was  more 
than  the  fervice  required  fliould  be  in 
the  hands    of    the  treafurer  of  the 
navy  upon  the  3  ill:  of  Auguft  laft. 

But  it  was  necelfary  to  extend  our 
enquiry  Hill  farther.  What  is  the 
amount  of  the  fum  that  hae  been  con- 
tinually in  the  hands  of  the  treafu- 
rer of  the  navy  ;  and  has  that  fum 
been  more  than  the  current  fervices 
required  ?  To  come  at  this  know- 
ledge, we  obtained  from  the  navy 
office  an  account  of  the  total  fum'3 
received  and  paid  by  the  treafurer  of 
the  navy,  for  every  month  from  the 
I  ft  of  January  1779,  ^^  the  31ft  of 
Auguil  lall:,  with  the  total  of  the 
(B'l)  baU 
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balances  remaining  in  his  hands  at 
the  end  of  each  month,  as  they  ap- 
pear in  the  monthly  certificates  to 
the  treafiiry. 

As     the    public     money     ftould 
pafs  without  delay  from   the  pocket 
of  the  fubjedt  into  the  exchequer, 
fo  it  OLighc  not  to  ill'ue  out  of  the 
exchequer,  either  before  it  is  want- 
ed, or  in  larger  fums  than  the  fer- 
vice  for  which   it  is  iflued  requires. 
By  this  Lift  account,  a  very  large 
fum  has  been  conftantly  in  his  hands, 
during  the  period  therein  mention- 
ed, excltifive  of  the  amount  of  bills 
affigned  upon  him,  but  not  prefent- 
ed  to  him  for  payment.      The  prin- 
cipal caufe  of  the  magnitude  of  this 
balance,  is  the  prae'tice,  in  this   of- 
fice, of  not  applying  money  ilfued 
under  one  head,  towards  fatisfying 
a  demand  upon  any  other  head  of 
fervice  ;   the  confequencc  ot  which 
IS,  when  the  money  upon  the  ac- 
count of  any  head  of  fervice  is  near- 
ly exhaufled,  a  fupply  muft  be  pro- 
cured  for  that  fervice,  how   abun- 
dant  foever  the   fums   upon  other 
heads  of  accounts,  or  the  fum  total 
of  his  cafli,  may  be.      Were  all  the 
fums  he  receives  to  conftitute  and  be 
confidered  as  one  common  general 
cafli,  and  be  applied  indifcrlminate- 
ly  to  every  fervice,  a  much  lefs  fum 
than  the  loweft  of  the  balances  in 
the   account   laft-mcntioned  would, 
in  our  opinion,  fuffice  to  carry  on 
the  current  fervices    of  the    navy, 
even  various  and  extenfive  as  they 
now  are.      It  would  create  no  con- 
fufion  in   the  accounts ;  for  the  re- 
ceipts and  payments  under  each  head 
of  fervice    might    ftill  be  kept  di- 
llinft ;     and    though   the  payments 
might  frequently  exceed  the  receipts 
on  fome  heads  of  accounts,  yet  the 
treafurer  would  not  be  without  fur- 
ficlent  cafh,  and  the  ne:!:t  iflue  from 
the  frxchequer  weuld  reftore  the  ba- 


lances. What  the  fum  ireccffary 
for  carrying  on  the  fervice  fliould 
be,  mufi:  depend  upon  circujn- 
flances :  it  will  be  different  at  dif- 
ferent times,  and  muft  be  left  prin- 
cipally to  the  dlfcretion  of  thofc 
commlffioners,  from  whom  the  di- 
reffions  for  fupplies  move,  who,  be- 
ing converfant  in  the  bufinefs,  caa 
beft  determine.  But,  to  enable  the 
lords  of  the  treafury  likcwife  to 
judge  of  the  propriety  of,  and  be 
a  check  and  controul  upon,  the  re- 
quifition,  we  are  of  opinion,  that, 
belides  the  certificate  fent  every 
month  from  the  navy  board,  an  ac- 
count of  the  fum  total  of  the  ba- 
lance in  the  hands  of  the  treafurer 
of  the  navy  fliould  be  infertcd  in 
every  application  for  a  fupply  to  the 
treafury. 

We  have  not  been  Inattentive  to 
defe(!;^s ;  we  have  obferved  in  this 
office  during  the  courfe  of  our  in- 
quiries, defefts  which  concern  the 
officer,  the  office,  and  the  public. 

The  treafurer  finds  his  bufinefs 
does  not  end  with  his  office ;  his 
accounts  are  ftill  open  :  he  goes  on, 
receiving  and  paying,  until  he  feels 
himfelf,  his  family,  and  his  fortune, 
fubjedt  to  all  the  evils  of  long  pub- 
lic accounts  far  in  arrear,  and  the 
difficulties  of  rendering  an  account 
increafing  daily  :  he  continues  re- 
fponfible  for  millions,  without  an 
expectation  of  obtaining  his  final 
dlfcharge  daring  his  life. 

The  office  is  perplexed  with  the 
multiplicity  of  thefe  accounts. — 
There  are  four  diftinft  accounts,  of 
tour  treafuries  of  the  navy,  at  this 
time  open  at  the  pay-office,  and  bu- 
finefs is  carried  on  upon  every  one 
of  them  at  the  fame  time,  by  the 
fame  officers,  when  the  currein  bu- 
finefs of  the  prefent  treafurer  alone 
would  find  employment  enough  for 
them  all. 

There 
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There  have  been  ifllied  to  three 
of  thefe  treafurcrs,  for  the  navy 
fervice,  upwards  of  thirty-three  mil- 
lions, the  accounts  of  which  are  not 
palled  ;  exclufive  of  above  twenty- 
five  millions  to  the  late  Mr.  Gren- 
ville,  whofe  final  account  is  not  yet 
fettled  ;  and  of  fixteen  millions  to 
the  prelent  treafurer,  none  of  whole 
accounts  could  as  yet  be  fettled. 

The  navy  accounts  in  July  laft, 
when  the  impreif  certificate  was 
tranfmitted  to  us,  were  in  arrear  in 
the  office  of  the  auditor  of  the  im- 
preft  twenty-two  years.  This  delay 
is  occafioned  by  the  accounts  of  the 
fubfequent  years  not  being  made  up 
at  the  pay-office  of  the  navy,  where 
there  is  a  want  of  officers  and  clerks 
for  this  department.  A  fufficient 
number  of  perfons,  intelligent  in 
this  branch,  fhould  forthwith  be 
provided  by  the  proper  authority, 
with  adequate  falaries,  for  the  fole 
purpofe  of  proceeding  upon,  bring- 
ing forward,  and  making  up  thefe 
accounts,  with  as  much  difpatch  as 
the  nature  of  the  bufinefs  will  ad- 
mit. 

By  this  delay  in  making  up  the 
accounts,  the  public  lofes  the  ufe, 
at  leaft,  of  confiderable  fums  of  their 
own  money ;  not  that  the  principal 
itfelf  has  always  been  fafe.  A  de- 
faulter of  above  twenty-feven  tholi- 
fand  pounds  Hands  at  the  head  of 
the  liil  of  treafurers  of  the  navy 
upon  the  impreft  certificate. 

We  enquired  why  a  treafurer, 
vmder  the  prefent  conllltution  of  the 
office,  might  not,  upon  his  refigna- 
tion,  immediately  pay  over  his  ba- 
lance to  the  fuccelTor,  or  into  the 
exchequer,  and  all  the  fubfequent 
tran factions  of  office  be  carried  on 
by  the  treafurer  tor  the  time  be- 
ing ?•— -Two  reafons  were  alligned  tor 
the  neceffity  of  keeping  open  his  ac- 
counts, though  out  ot  office. 


id.  That  fufficient  time  may  be 
given  to  his  fub-accountants  to  clear 
their  impreils. 

1  he  fub-accountants  are  certainly 
very  numerous  ;  and  as,  according 
to  the  prefent  mode  of  paffing  theie 
accounts,  they  mulf  all  be  let  /«- 
/i^per  upon  the  final  account,  were 
that  account  to  be  made  up  foon  af- 
ter the  expiration  of  the  treafurer- 
fl)ip,  it  would  be  very  voluminous 
and  troublefome  to  the  office.  But, 
fince  the  treafurer  in  office  does  now- 
clear  the  imprefls  of  fome  of  his 
predecelfors,  and  can  clear  the  im* 
preiis  of  all,  and  the  three  boards 
can,  at  their  pleafure,  call  upon  the 
fub-accoun^'ants  to  clear  their  im- 
prefls, we  do  not  think  this  realoii 
conclufive. 

2d.  That  the  payment  of  his  fhips 
books  may  be  completed. 

A  ffiip's  book  is  the  voucher  for 
the  treafurer  who  pays  it :  two  can- 
not pay  upon  the  fame  book  ;  it 
would  create  confufion,  as  the  pay- 
ments of  the  one  could  not,  without: 
great  trouble  and  difficulty,  be.dif- 
tinguilhed  from  thofe  of  the  other  ; 
it  could  not  therefore  be  made  a 
voucher  for  two  treafurers.  To 
enable  a  treafurer  in  office  to  carry- 
on  the  payment  of  a  fhip's  book  opeu 
in  the  time  of  his  prcdecefTor,  the 
names  of  all  the  feamen  not  paid 
m u ft  be  abfl rafted,  and  entered  in  a 
new  book  ;  a  work  of  great  labour 
and  length  of  time,  where  the 
books  are  fo  numerous ;  and  during 
all  that  time,  no  payment  of  wages 
could  be  made  to  the  feamen  unpaid 
upon  thofe  books. 

Upon  the  examination  of  a  fliip's 
book,  there  appears  a  foundation  for 
this  ob)e6fion,  which  opens  a  door 
for  a  poflible  mifchief,  worthy  con- 
fideration.  It  is  in  the  power  of  a 
treafurer  of  the  navy,  retiring  in 
difguff,  to  refufe  carrying  on   any 
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more  payments,  and  by  that  means 
to  put  a  rtop,  for  eight  months  or 
more,  to  the  p.iyment  of  all  the 
feamcn  on  the  numerous  volumes 
of  fliips  books  open  at  the  feveral 
ports  in  his  treafurerfliip.  Mr._ 
Grenville  left  open  above  thirteen 
hundred.  llus  evil  does  not  retl 
in  fpeculation  ;  we  have  an  inftance 
of  it  in  evidence.  The  office  that 
does  not  guard  againft  the  poiTibility 
ot  fuch  an  evil,  is  fundamentally  dc- 
ictVwe. 

Thefe  defects  fliould  be  fpeedily 
eorreded.  To  alter  the  conftitution 
of  the  office  ;  to  aboli(h  the  fubordi- 
nate  treafury  ;  to  render  a  treafurer 
the  mere  accountant ;  and  to  vary 
the  mode  of  accounting,  carry 
with  them  a  flrong  appearance  of 
an  etfeiftual  remedy  :  but  were  we, 
in  the  prefent  (hue  of  our  inquiries, 
to  come  to  decifions  of  fuch  moment, 
we  fliould  be  premature,  perhaps 
rafli.  It  is  eafier  to  fee  the  defefts 
than  to  fupply  the  regulation. 
The  pay  of  the  navy  is  an  import- 
ant objeft,  and  any  alteration  in 
the  mode  fliould  be  well  weighed 
before  it  is  adopted  ;  it  fhould  be 
traced  through  all  its  effeds,  and 
perfeiSfly  afcertained  to  be  asfeafible 
in  pradice,  as  it  is  fpecious  in  the- 
ory. To  diflurb,  to  confound,  or 
to  delay  (efFetls  not  unlrequent, 
when  novelty  of  form  is  introduced, 
and  new  principles  applied  to  an  old 
office)  might  be  attended  with  vety 
ferious  confequences. 

The  defefts,  to  which  we  have 
alluded,  prefented  them.felves  in  the 
eourie  of  an  examination  made,  in 
obedience  to  the  ad,  for  a  more  li- 
mited purpofe.  Coming  however, 
before  us,  they  are,  in  our  opinion, 
too  important  to  be  pafTed  over  in 
filcnce ;  we  thought  it  our  duty  to 
point  them  out,  that,  fhould  they 
/be  deemed  a  proper  fubjedl  for  the 


exercife  of  the  wifdom  ofthelegif- 
lature,  the  folid  advantages,  which 
would  refult  to  the  public  from  their 
corredion,  might  not  be  delayed. 
Had  we  piotraded  this  report  until 
we  were  pofTeired  of  mateiials  for  a 
well-grounded  opinion  upon  thefe 
points,  wc  mufi:  have  difobeyed  the 
ad,  that  enjoins  us  to  report,  in  the 
tirlf  place,  upon  the  balances  in  the 
hands  of  accountants  in  this  feffion 
of  parliament,  to  the  end  that  the 
public  money,  long  ago  ilTued,  and 
iHU  remaining  in  their  hands,  may, 
with  all  convenient  fpeed,  be  reftor- 
ed  to  the  protedion  of  the  public. 
Guy  Carleton,  (L.S.) 

T.  Anguish,  (L.S.) 

A.  PiGOTT.  (L.S.) 

Richard  Neave,  (L.S.) 

Sam.  Beachcroft,  (L.S.) 

Geo.  Drummond,  (L.S.) 

Office  of  Accounts,  Bell-Yard, 
March  6,   1781. 


T/jc  Fourth  Report  of  the  CommiJJion- 
crs  appointed  to  examine,  take,  and 
Jlatc  the  Public  Jccounts  of  the 
Kifigdom. 

ROC EE DING  in  our  in- 
^  quiiies  into  balances  in  the 
hands  of  thofc  accountants  who  ap- 
pear upon  the  certificate  of  accounts 
depending  in  the  office  of  the  audi- 
tor oftheimpreft,  we  find  therein, 
next  to  the  treafurers  of  the  navy, 
the  names  of  feveral  perfons  whofe 
accounts  have  not  been  profecuted 
for  upwards  of  feventy  years.  We 
could  have  no  expedation  of  profit- 
ing by  a  purfuit  of  claims  arifing  at 
fo  remote  a  period ;  and  therefore 
palling  on  to  the  next  clafs",  name- 
i\-,  the  payma'lers  of  the  forces,  we 
fee  ftanding  hi  ff  in  that  clafs  the 
name   of  Henry  earl  of  Lincoln ; 

whofe 
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tthofe  final  account  of  the  forces  for 
lix  months,  to  the  24th  of  June 
1720,  is  therein  dclcribed  "  to  have 
been  delivered  into  auditor  Aiilabie's 
office,  but,  being  very  imperfed, 
to  ha\'e  been  long  fince  withdrawn, 
and  not  returned."  We  iffued  our 
precept  to  his  grace  the  duke  of 
Newcaftle,  for  an  account  of  the 
public  money  in  his  hands,  cuftody, 
or  power,  as  reprefentative  of  Hen- 
ry earl  of  Lincoln,  late  paymafter- 
general  of  the  forces.  The  duke  of 
Newcaille,  in  a  letter  dated  the  24th 
of  Auguli  lad,  informed  us,  that 
*'  he  never  had  in  his  hands,  cuf- 
tody,  or  power,  any  of  the  public 
money  which  was  poffeffed  by  his 
late  father  as  paymaller  of  the  forces, 
nor  any  of  his  accounts  or  vouchers 
relative  thereto;  nor  could  he  in- 
form us  what  balance,  if  any,  was 
due  from  him  on  that  account;  that 
his  late  father  died  intetlate,  leav- 
ing him,  and  feveral  other  children, 
then  infants,  and  that  Lucy,  coun- 
tefs  of  Lincoln,  his  widow,  admi- 
nifteied  to  him,  and  poffeffed  what 
effe6ts  he  left,  which  flie  applied 
towards  the  difcharge  of  his  debts  :" 
and  in  a  fubfequent  letter,  dated  the 
23d  of  November  laft,  the  duke  in- 
formed us,  that  he  took  adminiftra- 
tion  tie  bonis  non  to  his  late  father, 
in  May  1748.  In  confequence  of 
thefe  letters  from  the  duke  of  New- 
cafile,  we  proceeded  no  farther  in 
this  inquiry. 

Having  iffued  our  precepts  to 
John  rowell,  cfq.  the  only  acting 
executor  of  Henry  lord  Holland ; 
to  lady  Greenwich,  adminiitratrix 
to  the  right  hon.  Charles  Town- 
fhend,  late  paymafler  ot  the  forces, 
to  lord  North,  and  to  the  right  ho- 
nourable Thomas  Fownfliend,  late 
payniarter  of  the  forces,  each  joint- 
ly with  George  Cook,  Efq.  deceaf- 
|sd,  for  an   account  of  the  public 


money  in  their  refpedlve  hands, 
cuftody,  or  power;  we  received  re- 
turns thereto,  the  total  of  which 
amounts  to  377,7881.  5s.  7d. 

Having  thus  obtained  a  know- 
ledge ot  the  balances,  our  next  llep 
was  to  examine  whether  they  were 
liable  to  any  fuch  fervices,  or  fub- 
jecff  to  any  fuch  payments,  in  the 
hand^  of  thefe  accountants,  as  ren- 
dered it  neceffary  to  permit  them, 
of-  any  part  of  them,  to  remain 
longer  in  their  poffeffion  For  this 
purpofe  we  examined  John  Powell, 
efq.  the  rafliier,  and  Charles  Bem- 
bridge,  efq.  the  accountant  to  the 
paymafter-general  of  the  forces ;  by 
whom  we  are  informed  that  the  mo- 
ney in  the  hands  of  the  paymafters"* 
general  of  the  forces,  after  they  are 
out  of  office,  continues,  as  long  as 
their  accounts  are  kept  open,  liable 
to  the  payment  of  any  claims  oi  the 
ffaffor  hofpital  officers,  or  of  any 
warrants  for  contingencies  and  ex- 
traordinaries,  which  were  voted  dur- 
ing the  time  they  were  refpeilively 
in  office,  and  have  not  been  claimed: 
alter  the  final  accounts  are  clofed, 
fuch  claimanti  mull  apply  for  pay- 
ment, either  to  the  treafury  or  the 
war  office,  according  to  the  nature 
of  the  claim.  Thefe  fums  remain- 
ing in  their  hands  are  likewife  fub- 
jeft  to  the  payment  of  fees  ot  divers 
natures,  and  of  fees  for  paffmg  their 
accounts  and  obtaining  theirquietus, 
together  with  the  payment  of  a  gra- 
tuity to  the  officers  and  clerks  of 
the  pay-office;  who,  at  the  fame 
time  that  they  tranfacl  the  bufincfs 
of  the  paymatl:er  in  office,  carry  on 
alfo,  make  up,  and  finally  clofe, 
the  accounts  of  the  paymallers  after 
they  are  out  of  office  ;  but,  having 
no  falary  or  reward  whatever  for 
this  extra  bufinefs,  it  has  been  cuf- 
tomary  for  them,  when  the  final  ac- 
count is  ready  to  be  paffed,  to  pre- 
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fent  a  memorial  to  the  lords  of  the 
treafury,  praying  them  to  procure 
the  king's  warrant  to  the  auditors 
of  the  impreft,  to  allow  them  a  cer- 
tain fum  for  their  trouble,  payable 
out  of  the  balance  remaining  in  the 
hands  oFthat  paymafter. 

The  funis  now  in  the  hands  of 
thefe  late  paymafters  of  the  forces, 
or  of  the  reprefentatives  of  thofe 
who  are  dead,  are  IHU  liable  to 
claims  that  maybe  made  upon  them 
under  various  heads  of  fervices,  and 
fubjcft  likewife  to  the  payment  of 
fundry  fees,  and  of  the  cullomary 
gratuities  ;  but  neither  thefe  claims, 
fees,  or  gratuities,  do,  in  our  ojii- 
nion,  furnifh  any  objeftion  to  the 
payment  of  thefe  balances  into  the 
exchequer. 

Lord  Holland  refigned  this  office 
in  1765;  Mr.  Charles  Townfliend 
in  1766  ;  Lord  North  and  Mr. 
Cooke  in  1767;  Mr.  Cooke  and 
Mr.  Thomas  Townlhend  in  1768; 
lince  which,  fufficicnt  time  has  elapf- 
ed  for  all  the  claimants  upon  thefe 
paymafters  to  have  made  their  ap- 
plications for  payment.  The  pub- 
lic are  not  to  be  kept  out  ofpofleffion 
of  large  fums  of  their  own  money, 
nor  public  accounts  to  be  kept  open, 
becaufe  peribns  may  have  for  folong 
a  time  neglefted  their  own  bufinefs: 
rot  that  thefe  claimants  are  without 
remedy  after  thefe  accounts  are  clof- 
ed :  by  applying  either  to  the  trea- 
fury, or  to  the  war-office,  as  the 
cafe  may  require,  their  demands 
\  may  be  enquired  into  and  fatistied, 
by  proper  warrants  upon  the  pay- 
jTiaflcr  in  office. 

The  fees  and  gratuities  beeome 
payable  when  the  final  accounts  are 
ready  to  be  paffed  in  the  office  of  the 
?i»ditor  of  the  imprell:  how  long  it 
will  be  before  the  final  accounts  of 
thefe  late  paymafters  will  be  in  that 
Jiiuation,  it  is  not  cafy  to  afccrtain. 


John  Lloyd,  efq.  deputy  auditor 
of  the  impreft  to  lord  Sondes,  in- 
formed us,  that  the  final  account  of 
lord  Holland  was  delivered  into  that 
office  in  January,  1772;  the  final 
account  of  Mr.  Charles  Townfhend 
in  July,  1777  ;  the  final  account  of 
lord  North  and  Mr.  Cooke  in  06to- 
ber,  1779.  John  Bray,  efq.  de- 
puty auditor  to  William  Aiflabie, 
efq.  informed  us,  that  the  final  and 
only  account  of  Mr.  Cooke  and  Mr. 
Thomas  Townfhend  was  delivered 
into  that  office  in  Novenjiber,  1779. 
From  an  objection  herein-after  men- 
tioned, made  by  the  afting  executor 
of  lord  Holland,  to  the  final  clofing 
of  that  account,  and  from  the  re- 
prefentation  given  to  us  by  thefe 
officers,  of  the  fituation  in  which 
the  other  accounts  now  are  in  the 
impreft  office,  none  of  them  appear 
to  be  in  fo  advanced  and  perfeft  a 
ftate  as  to  give  us  reafon  to  expe6t 
their  fpeedy  completion ;  and  there- 
fore we  do  not  think  the  payment  of 
thefe  balances  into  the  exchequer 
ought  to  be  delayed  until  the  ac- 
counts are  fettled,  efpecially  as  we 
fee  no  reafon  why  the  paymafter  in 
office  may  not  be  authorized  to  pay, 
out  of  the  public  money  in  his 
hands,  all  the  fees  and  gratuities, 
whenever  they  become  payable. 

Seeing,  therefore,  no  obje£tion 
to  arife,  from  the  fervices  or  pur- 
pofes  to  which  thefe  balances  are 
ftill  applicable,  to  the  payment  of 
them  into  the  exchequer,  we  ad- 
verted to  fuch  reafons  as  might  be 
fuggcfted  to  us  by  the  accountants 
themfelves,  or  by  thofe  who  have 
an  intereft  or  trult  in  the  funds  out 
of  which  thefe  balances  muft  be  paid. 
To  this  end  we  examined  the  ho- 
nourable Charles  James  Fox,  efq. 
and  John  Powell,  efq.  executors  of 
the  late  lord  Holland;  lady  Green- 
wich, adminiftiaiiix  to  Mr.  Charles 
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Towndiend ;  lord  North,  Mr.  Tho- 
mas Tovvnfliend,  eolonel  George 
Cooke,  and  Mr.  Charles  Mol- 
loy,  devifees  of  the  ellates  of  Mr. 
John  Cooke,  late  paymafters-gene- 
ral  of  the  forces. 

Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Powell  objefted 
to  the  payment  into  the  exchequer 
ef  fo  much  of  the  fum  of  256,456!. 
8s,  2d.  (being  the  balance  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Powell  as  executor  of 
the  late  lord  Holland)  as  may  be  af- 
fefted  by  thedecifion  of  certain  fuits 
depending  in  the  court  of  chancery. 
The  fum  that  may  be  fo  afFe(5ted, 
according  to  Mr.  Powell's  account, 
amounts  to  73,149!.  los.  yd. 

The  ftate  of  the  proceedings  in 
thefe  fuits  is  fet  forth  in  Mr.  Pow- 
ell's information  to  be  as  follows :  — 
The  accounts  of  Mr.  Robert  Paris 
Taylor,  one  of  the  deputy  paymaf- 
ters  to  lord  Holland,  in  Germany, 
during  the  late  war,  were  examined 
in  the  office  of  the  auditors  of  the  im- 
preft,  where  he  is  furcharged  with 
the  fum  of  12,052!.  13s.  lod.  half- 
penny, which  furcharge  he  contro- 
verts. In  the  beginning  of  laft  year, 
the  executors  of  lord  Holland  com- 
menced two  actions  in  the  court  of 
king's-bench  againft  Mr.  Taylor, 
and  the  executors  and  devifees  of 
Peter  Taylor,  his  father,  who  was 
his  furety,  to  recover  the  fum  of 
28,185!.  gs.  5d.^  being  the  balance 
fuppofed  to  be  due  from  him  upon 
thefe  accounts,  in  which  fum  the 
furcharge  is  included.  As  the  quef- 
tion  in  thefe  caufes  appears  to  be, 
whether  Mr.  Taylor  was  indebted  to 
the  executors  of  lord  Holland  in 
this  fum,  or  any  part  of  it,  the  ba- 
lance of  public  money  in  Mr.  Pow- 
ell's hands  might  be  increafed, 
but  could  not  be  diminifhcd  by  the 
event  ot  thefe  aftions ;  and  tliere- 
fore  Mr.  Powell  does  not  inlift  upon 
retaining  any  part  of  this  balance  to 


fecure  him  againft  fuch  event;  but 
Mr.  Taylor,  and  the  devifees  of 
Peter  Taylor,  foon  after  filed  two 
bills  in  the  court  of  Chancery  a- 
gainft  the  executors  of  lord  Holland, 
luggelling  errors,  and  praying  that 
thefe  accounts  may  be  taken  in  that 
court.  Thefe  caufes  have  not  yet 
come  to  a  hearing;  but  the  ground 
of  Mr.  Powell's  claim  to  the  deten- 
non  of  this  fum  of  73,149!.  los.  7d. 
as  colleded  fi-om  his  information, 
and  the  letter  of  his  folicitor,  appears 
to  be  this ;  that  fhould  an  account 
be  decreed,  every  item  in  Mr.  Tay- 
lor's accounts  will  be  open  to  litiga- 
tion ;  and  Mr.  Taylor  iiaving  charg- 
ed himfelf,  before  the  auditors  of 
the  impreft,  with  the  fum  of  7 86,357 
guilders,  and  9  ftivers,  which  is 
73,149!.  los.  7d.  fterling,  as  a  pro- 
fit to  the  public  arifing  on  monev*" 
tranfa6Hons  in  his  department  as  de- 
puty paymafter,  may  fuggeft,  in 
the  progrefs  of  thefe  caufes,  that  he 
has  erroneoufly  charged  himfelTwith 
this  fum;  and  therefore  Mr.  Powell 
claims  to  retain  it  in  his  hands,  to 
guard  againft  the  confequences  of  a 
poffible  decifion  upon  this  fum  in 
Mr.  Taylor's  favour. 

Subjeds  under  litigation  in  a  court 
of  juftice  fliould  not  be  examincxl 
elfewhere  without  an  abfolute  ne- 
ceffity,  and  not  even  then  but 
with  great  caution.  This  point 
coming  thus  incidentally  before  us, 
in  the  progrefs  of  an  inquiry  within 
our  province,  we  may,  without  im- 
propriety, venture  to  fay,  that  in 
our  opinion,  the  bare  polTibility  that 
Mr.  Taylor  may,  in  the  court  of 
Chancery,  objec't  to,  and  be  dil- 
charged  of  a  fum  he  has  charged 
himfelf  with  before  the  auditors  of 
the  impreft,  and  which  he  was 
bound  by  his  inftrudions  to  charge 
himfelf  with,  as  a  profit  to  the  pub- 
lic, and  to  which,  for  aught  that  ap- 
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pears  to  ys,  he  has  never  yetobjecSl:- 
ed,  but  has,  on  the  contrary,  in 
part  applied  to  the  ufe  of  the  pubUc, 
is  not  a  lufficient  reafon  for  permit- 
ting the  fumof  73,149!.  los.  yd.  to 
continue  in  the  hands  of  the  execut- 
ors of  lord  Holland,  until  two  fuits 
in  chancery,  not  yet  heard,  praying 
an  account  may  be  taken  of  the  re- 
ceipt ot  913,^0(51.  6s.  zA\  and  of 
the  expenditure  of  878,008!.  i8s. 
id^.  during  upwards  of  four  years 
of  the  late  war  in  Germany,  fliall 
be  finally  determined  in  the  court. 

Lady  Greenwich,  lord  North, 
Mr.  Thomas  Townfliend,  colonel 
Cooke,  and  Mr.  MoUoy,  do  not  ob- 
jeft  to  the  payment  into  the  ex- 
chequer of  their  balances;  nor  do 
Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Powell,  as  to  the 
relidue  of  lord  Holland's  balance,  up- 
on federally  receiving  their  quietus, 
or  a  fecurity  equivalent  thereto. 

Where  accounts  mull:  be  pafled 
by  the  auditors  of  the  impreft,  the 
payments  into  the  Exchequer,  made 
by  the  accountants,  before  the  final 
adiutiment,  are  payments  upon  ac- 
count only;  but  fliould  thefe  ac- 
countants be  directed  to  pay  in  their 
full  balances,  they  will  be  entitled 
to,  and  ought  in  juftice  to  receive, 
a  fecurity  and  indemnificaiion  againfi: 
all  claims  and  payments  whatever, 
to  which  the  balances  were  in  their 
hands  fubjed  :  the  fund  poirefTed  by 
the  paymaitcr  in  office  being  fubfli- 
tutcd  in  the  place  of  thefe  balances, 
to  anfiv'er  fuch  future  claims  and  de- 
3nands,  the  accountant  himrelfwill 
ftand  liible  only  to  the  errors  and 
omiilions  that  may  be  difcovered  in 
the  examinaticn  of  his  accounts,  in 
the  office  appointed  for  auditing 
them :  '  fhould  there  be  errors, 
he  may  either  ]:ay  the  balance 
to,  or  receive  it  from,  the  pay- 
mafter  in  office,  according  as  it 
may  be  determined:  then,  and   not 


before,  he  will  be  entitled  to  hi^ 
quietus,  which  being  the  formal  of- 
ficial difcharge  of  every  public  ac- 
countant, cannot  but  be  fubfequcnt 
to  the  complete  examination,  and 
the  payment  of  the  balance,  if  any, 
according  to  the  final  adjuflment  of 
his  accounts. 

Having,  therefore,  not  heard, 
either  from  the  accountanfs  thcm- 
felves,  or  from  thofe  who  may  be 
interelted  in  our  decifions,  any  rea- 
fons  to  alter  our  opfiTion,  we  con- 
ceive that  the  balance  of  public  mo- 
ney now  remaining  in  the  hands  of 
John  Powell-  efq.  as  the  only  act- 
ing executor  of  lord  Holland,  and 
in  the  hands  of  lady  Greenwich,  as 
adminiftratrix  10  Mr.  Charles  Town- 
fiiend,  late  paymaller  of  the  forces ; 
and  in  the  hands  of  lord  North,  and 
of  Mr.  Thomas  Townfhend,  as  late 
paymafters  cf  the  forces,  eych  joint- 
ly with  Mr.  George  Cooke,  deceaf-  '  ^ 
ed,  ought  to  be  paid  into  the  ex- 
chequer, to  be  applied  to  the  publlp 
fervice;  and  that  fuch  paym.ents 
fliould  be  without  prejudice,  and  a 
proper  fecurity  and  indemnification 
be  given  to  each  of  them  againft 
any  lofs  or  detriment  that  may  ac- 
crue to  them  in  confequence  of  fuch 
payment. 

During  the  courfe  of  this  inqui- 
ry, two  circumllances  engaged  our 
obfervation. 

Firfi,  the  injury  fuftained  bv  the 
public  froni  not  having  the  ufe  of 
the  money  remaining  in  the  hands 
ot  the  paymalters  of  the  forces  after 
they  have  quitted  the  office.  We  ' 
pt^ocured  from  the  pay-office,  ac- 
counts of  the  balances  and  fums  re- 
ceived and  paid  every  year,  by  each 
of  thefe  paymafters,  fince  they  fc- 
verally  \vent  out  of  ofl^ce.  A  com- 
putation of  intereft,  at  four  per 
cent,  per  annum,  upon  thefe  ba- 
lances every  year,  from  fix  month? 
'  •  aftqr 


PUBLIC        PAPERS. 


(X85) 


after  they  feverally  rcfigned  the  of- 
licc,  proves  that  the  lols  by  the 
money  left  in  the  hands  ot  lord 
1-iolLnd  amounts,  at  limple  intc- 
rell,  to  :4&,394l  13s.  of  Mr. 
Charles  Townfliend,  to  24,2471. 
3s.  of  lord  North  and  Mr.  i^ooke, 
to  18,7751.  3s.  of  Mr.  Cooke  and 
Mr.  Thoniao  fownfbend,  to  3,4191. 
j^s.  total,   294,836!.  14s. 

Such  has  been  the  lofs  fuftained 
by  the  public.  IViuch  does  it  be- 
hove them  to  guard  againil:  the  pof- 
fibility  of  the  like  evil  for  the  fu- 
ture. If  there  exills  in  government 
no  power  to  compel  an  accountant 
to  difclnfe  his  balance,  and  to  deli- 
ver back  to  the  public  what  their 
fervice  does  not  requu'c  he  fliould 
detain,  n  is  rime  fuclva  power  was 
created  if  it  does  e.'iill',  the  pub- 
lic gcoJ  requires  it  ll.ould  be  con- 
flantly  exerted,  within  a  reafonable 
limited  time  after  an  accountant  has 
quitted  his  office 

Secondly,  The  other  circiim- 
ifance  that  claimed  our  attention  is, 
the  delay  in  paffing  the  accounts  of 
the  paymaUcrs  of  the  forces. 

The  making  up  and  palling  thefe 
accounts  is  the  concern  of  three  dif- 
ferent parties;  thepaymafter,  whofe 
accounts  they  are  ;  the  pay-office, 
where  they  are  made  up ;  and  the 
auditors  office,  where  they  are  pafs- 
ed.  The  firil  ftep  mull  be  taken  by 
the  pay-office  ;  there  the  accounts 
rnufl  be  m'ade  up,  and  from  thence 
fent  with  the  vouchers  to  the  audi- 
tors office,  before  they  can  be  ex- 
amined. Near  forty-fix  millions 
were  ilfued  to  lord  Holland  ;  his 
final  account  was  not  delivered  into 
the  auditors  office  until  feven  years 
after  his  refignation.  Above  two 
millions  were  ifllied  to  Mr.  Charles 
Townfiiend  ;  his  final  account  was 
not  delivered  until  eleven  years  after 
nis  refignation.     Near  two  miliions 


were  iffiied  to  lord  North  and  Mr, 
Cooke  ;  their  final  account  was  not 
delivered  until  twelve  years  after 
their  refignation.  Five  hundred 
and  feventy  thoufand  pounds  were 
ilfued  to  Mr.  Cooke  and  Mr.  Tho- 
mas Townfhend  ;  their  only  account 
was  not  delivered  until  eleven  years 
after  their  refignation. 

In  the  office  of  the  auditors  of  the 
impreft,  the  cuflom  of  not  paffing 
the  accounts  of  a  fucceflbr,  until 
the  predeceflbrs  are  completed,  is  a 
caufe  of  delay.  A  difpute  with  a 
deputy  flops  lord  Holland's  ac- 
counts ;  but  that  can  be  no  reafoa 
for  delaying  one  moment  the  ac- 
counts of  his  fucceflbrs ;  they  de- 
pend not  upon,  nor  are  connefted 
with  each  other.  Jt  is  regular  to 
examine  and  pafs  accounts  in  order 
of  time  ;  but  in  the  cafe  of  the  pay- 
mafter's  accounts,  convenience,  both 
public  and  private,  will  warrant  a 
deviation  from  this  rule.  Every 
accountant  has  a  material  interelt 
that  his  accounts  fliould  be  pafled 
with  difpatch  ;  the  quiet  of  himfelf, 
his  family,  and  fortune.  Jt  is  not 
unreafonable  to  prefume,  that  tak- 
ing from  an  accountant  hi?  balance, 
may  be  a  means  of  expediting  the 
paffing  of  his  accounts  :  whilil:  he 
holds  a  large  fum  in  his  hands,  he 
may  be  lefs  anxious  to  come  to  a 
final  adjuftment,  lefs  eager  to  pro- 
cure a  quietus,  the  condition  of 
which  is  the  depriving'  himfelf  of 
that  balance. 

We  are  proceeding  to  examine  ' 
the  fum  in  the  hands  of  the  pay- 
mafter-general  of  the  forces  in  of- 
fice ;  but  finding,  froin  the  variety 
and  extent  of  his  tranfaftions,  it 
will  require  a  confiderable  time  be- 
fore we  can  obtain  the  knowledge 
neceffiuy  for  forming  a  report,  we 
judged  it  moft  confonant  to  the  fpi- 
rif  and  intention  of  the  adl  that  re- 
gulates 
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gulatcs  our  conduct,  to  fybmit  with 
all  the  difpatch  in  our  power,  to 
the  wifdom  of  the  legiflature,  the 
confideration  of  a  fum  of  public  mo- 
ney of  fuch  magnitude  as  that  now 
remaining  in  the  pollelfion  of  the 
paymafters-general  of  the  forces  out 
of  office. 

Guy  Carleton,         (L.  S.) 
T.  Anguish,  (L.  S.) 

A.  PiGGOTT,  (L.  S.) 

Richard  Neave,         (L.  S.) 
Sam.  Beachcroft,       (L.S.) 
Geo.  Drummond,         (L.S.) 
Office  of  Accounts,  Bell-yard, 
April  9th,  1 78 1. 


The  Fifth  Report  of  the  CommiJJioners 
appointed  to  examine^  take,  and 
Jlate  the  Public  Accounts  of  the 
Kingdom. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Knight?, 
Citizens,  and  Burgefles  in  Par- 
liament affembled. 

UPON  the  certificate  of  ac- 
counts depending  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  auditors  ot  the  imprefl, 
next  to  the  paymafters-general  of 
the  forces  out  of  office,  ftands  the 
name  of  the  right  honourable 
Richard  Rigby,  the  prefent  pay- 
mafter-general  of  the  forces.  In  re- 
turn to  our  precept,  he  rtated  to  be 
in  his  hands,  upon  the  28th  of 
November  laft,  a  balance  of  four 
hundred  forty-feven  thoufand,  one 
hundred  fifty-three  pounds,  eleven 
fhillings,  and  three  pence  three  far- 
things. 

The  aft  direfts,  that  in  taking  an 
account  of  the  public  money  in  the 
hands  of  an  accountant,  "  we  fhall 
confider  what  lum  may  be  taken  out 
of  his  hands,  to  be  difpofed  of  by 


parliament  for  the  public  fervice." 
But  in  an  office  of  fo  large  a  receipt 
and  expenditure  as  that  of  the  pay- 
office,  through  which  many  milli- 
ons pafs  in  the  year,  it  was  not  to 
be  imagined,  that  a  fum  in  the 
hands  of  the  paymafter-gcneral  upon 
any  given  day,  could  poffibly  re- 
main long  enough  in  his  pofleffion 
to  become  a  fubje£t  capable  of  fuch 
difcuffion  :  he  mufl:  have  iffued  the 
whole  of  it  long  before  we  could,  in 
the  courfe  of  our  proceedings,  have 
an  opportunity  of  examining  it  ; 
and  therefore  we  confidered  this  ba- 
lance, not  with  a  view  to  the  taking 
any  part  of  that  individual  fum  out 
of  his  hands,  but  to  compare  the 
quantum  of  that  balance  with  the 
demands  upon  it  on  the  day  of  its 
date,  and  to  fee  whether  it  was  not 
more  than  was  necelTiiry  to  anfwer 
the  then  exifting  or  approaching 
claims  upon  the  paymailer-general 
of  the  forces,  for  the  fervices  of  the 
army. 

That  we  might  be  able  to  form 
an  opinion  upon  this  fubjeft,  we 
proceeded  to  enquire  of  what  parts 
this  balance  was  compounded,  at 
what  time  each  part  was  received, 
and  for  what  fervice  intended.  An 
enquiry  that  comprehends  the  whole 
extent  of  the  bufinefs  in  this  office. 

The  public  money  in  the  hands 
of  the  paymafter-general  is  received 
by  him,  either  from  the  exchequer, 
or  from  the  treafury  of  Ireland, 
when  Irlfli  regiments  are  drawn  out 
of  that  kingdom,  and  in  part  paid 
by  Great  Britain  ;  or  from  perfons 
who,  upon  their  accounts  being  fet- 
tled, are  direded  by  the  king's 
warrant  to  pay  the  balance  into  his 
hands. 

The  prefent  paymafter-general 
has  no  money  in  his  hands  received 
from  the  treafury  of  Ireland  ;  all 
the  accounts  of  the  Irilh  regiments 
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^jeinof  made  up,  and  their  whole 
pay  now  borne  by  Great  Britain, 
The  fum  in  his  hands,  ariling  from 
balances  direfted  to  be  paid  to  him, 
was,  upon  the  ift  of  February  lail, 
eight  thoufand,  four  hundred,  fixty- 
three  pounds,  ten  Ihillings,  and 
four  pence.  The  exchequer  is  the 
great  fource  ft'om  whence  he  draws 
his  fupply. 

As  the  extenfive  tranfafHons  of 
the  laft  year  would  probably  furnifli 
us  with  inftances  of  every  Ipecies  of 
receipt  and  iffue,  we  procured  from 
the  treafury  an  account  of  the  feve- 
ral  fums  iffued  to  the  paymafter-ge- 
neral  of  the 'forces,  from  the  24th 
of  December,  1779,  to  the  25th  of 
December,  1780,  and  from  thence 
to  the  1 6th  of  May,  1781,  diftin- 
guiiliing  the  times  when  illlied,  and 
for  what  particular  fervices. 

From  the  examinations  of  Mr. 
John  Hughfon,  clerk  of  the  deben- 
tures in  the  ofhce  of  the  auditor  of 
the  exchequer;  Richard  Molef- 
worth,  efq.  late  deputy  paymader 
in  North  Aiuerica  ;  the  right  ho- 
nourable Richard  Rigby,  the  pre- 
fent  paymafter-general ;  John  Pow- 
ell, efq.  cafhier  ;  and  Charles  Bem- 
bridge,  efq.  accountant  in  the  of- 
fice of  paymafter-general ;  vve  ob- 
taiaed  the  following  account  of  the 
manner  of  tranfafting  the  bufinefs 
in  this  office,  and  of  the  balance  in 
queiHon. 

The  fupply  for  the  army  is  grant- 
en  by  parliament  to  the  king,  and 
therefore  no  part  of  this  fupply  can 
be  iflued  from  the  exchequer,  with- 
out the  royal  fign  manual  authorlf- 
ing  fuch  ilTue.  After  the  fupply  is 
granted,  there  comes  from  the  trea- 
sury to  the  pay-office  the  king's  fign 
manual,  dlrefting  the  lords  of  the 
treafury  to  iiluc  unto  the  paymaficr- 
generai  a  certain  part  of  that  fupply 
(in  time  of  way  ufually  a  million) 


by  way  of  impreft,  and  upon  ac- 
count, according  to  fuch  warrants 
and  orders  as  either  are  or  ftiall  be 
figned  by  the  king.  This  fign  ma- 
nual, with  the  treafury  warrant,  and 
order  of  the  auditor  of  the  exche- 
quer, made  in  purfuance  of  the' fign 
manual,  after  being  entered  in  the 
pay-office,  are  lodged  at  the  exche- 
quer, and  give  the  paymafter-gene- 
ral a  credit  there  for  the  fum  men- 
tioned in  thofe  inftruments.  To 
obtain  any  part  of  this  credit,  the 
paymafter-general  prefents  a  memo- 
rial to  the  treafury,  fpecifying  the 
fum  he  requires,  and  for  what  fer- 
vice.  The  treafury,  by  letter,  di- 
reft'the  auditor  of  the  exchequer  to 
ilFue  that  fum  to  the  paymafter-ge- 
neral, upon  the  unfatisfied  order 
above  mentioned.  This  letter  being 
produced,  and  paffing  through  the 
forms  of  office,  he  obtains  from 
them  the  fum  he  wants.  When  the 
fum  in  this  fign  manual  is  exhauft- 
ed,  another  fign  manual,  with  the 
confequential  warrant  and  oi'der,  is 
obtained,  and  in  like  manner,  from 
time  to  time,  renewed,  until  there 
is  occafion  for  the  laft  fum,  which 
completes  the  whole  army  fupply  of 
the  year  ;  when,  inftead  of  a  fign 
manual,  there  comes  a  privy  feal, 
diredVmg  the  iffiie  of  that  remaining 
fum,  and  including,  authorizing, 
confirming,  and  covering  the  whole 
fupply  of  that  year. 

It  was  ufual  formerly  for  the  pay- 
mafter-general to  apply  to  the  trea- 
fury every  four  months,  each  time 
for  about  a  third  part  of  the  fum 
voted  for  the  fervices  ofthearmv, 
under  the  general  head  of  fubfift- 
ence  and  pay  of- the  forces  at  home 
and  abroad  ;  but  fince  the  year 
1759,  the  praftice  has  been  to  alk 
of  the  treafury,  from  time  to  time, 
for  the  fums  voted  under  diftini^-t 
heads  of  fervice,  and  not  until  the 

time 
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time  when  the  demands  for  the  fer- 
vices  are  near  approachhig. 

The  lervices  are  arranged  under 
t\vo  'general  heads,  the  Ordinary, 
and  the  Extraordinary :  the  ordi- 
nary, are  thole  for  which  fpecific 
fums  are  annually  voted  by  parlia- 
ment ;  the  extraordinary  arp  thofe, 
which,  though  not  provided  for  by 
parliament,  are  neverthelefs  confi- 
dered  as  necefTary,  and  therefore 
paid,  In  confidence  of  their  being- 
provided  for  in  the  fucceeding  fef- 
lion. 

As  the  fervice  is  diHinguiflied,  fo 
is  the  application  for  it  to  the  trea- 
fury.  Sums  for  the  ordinary  fer- 
vices  are  obtained  upon  the  appli- 
cation of  the  paymafter-general  him- 
felf;  thofe  for  the  extraordlnarv, 
are  direfted  into  his  hands,  upon 
the  application  of  others. 

After  the  fupply  for  the  pay  of 
the  army  is  voted  by  parliament, 
the  fccretary  at  war  fends  to  the 
pay-office  the  four  eltablifliments  for 
the  year ;  which  are,  the  guards, 
garrifons^  and  huid  forces ;  the 
forces  in  the  plantations,  and  the 
garrifons  in  North  America  and  the 
Weft  Indies  ;  the  forces  in  Minorca 
and  garrifon  of  Gibraltar  ;  and  the 
nnilitia ;  with  the  feveral  regula- 
tions of  the  fubfiftencc.  The  efta- 
bliflimcnt  contains  the  diftribution 
of  the  whole  fum  voted,  amongit 
the  feveral  regiments,  corps,  gar- 
rifons, ofHcers,  and  private  men, 
by  the  day,  and  by  the  year,  and 
the  grofs  fum  allowed  for  each  re- 
giment, corps,  and  garrifon.  To 
each  eflablifhment  are  annexed  two 
warrants,  the  one  direcfting  the 
paymafter-general  to  make  a  deduc- 
tion of  twelve  pence  in  the  pound 
out  of  all  he  fliall  iffue,  called  the 
poundage,  and  fncclfying  to  what 
fervices  it  fliall  be  applied  ;  the 
other,  direding  a  deduction  of  one 


day's  pay,  out  of  the  payments  in 
the  e(l:ablif}iment,  for  the  ufe  of 
Chelfea  Hofpital. 

In  general,  the  grofs  fum  allow- 
ed for  a  regiment,  or  corps,  is  di- 
vided, in  the  cflabliHuncnt,  into 
five  parts,  under  the  defcription  of 
— the  full  pay  of  each  officer  and 
private  man — the  allowance  to  wi- 
dows— the  allowance  to  the  colonel, 
and  for  cloathing  loft  by  deferters 
— the  allowance  to  the  captain  for 
recruiting,  Bic.  and  the  allowance 
to  the  agent.  But  in  the  pay-of- 
fice this  grofs  fum  undergoes  a  dif- 
ferent divifion,  confifting  of  the 
fubfiftencc,  the  poundage,  the  hof- 
pital, the  allowance  to  widows,  the 
nett  off-reckonings,  the  clearings, 
and  fometimes  refpites. 

it  is  in  confcquence  of  thefe  de- 
duftions  from,  and  divifions  of,  the 
grofs  fums  allotted  to  diiierent  corps, 
and  of  dlftinft  fums  being  provided 
by  parliament  for  certain  fervices, 
that  the  application  by  the  paymaf- 
ter-general  to  the  treafury,  for  mo- 
ney, is  made  under  diftinft  heads  of 
fervice.  Thefe  fervices  may,  for 
the  purpofe  of  our  enquiry,  be  dif™ 
tingulflied  under  three  heads  : 

Firrt.  [  hofe  fervices  for  which 
the  whole  fum  received  by  the  pay- 
mafter-general,  at  the  exchequer, 
is  iffued  by  him  foon  after  he  re- 
ceives it. 

Secondly.  Thofe,  for  which  the 
fum  he  receives,  belonging  to  par- 
ticular perfons,  remains  in  his  pof- 
feffion,  upon  account  of  the  perfons 
entitled,  until  they,  or  their  agents, 
apply  to  him  for  payment. 

Thirdly.  Thofe,  for  which  a 
part  only  of  the  fum  he  receives,  is 
ifliied  by  him  foon  after  he  receives 
it,  and  the  remainder  continues  ia 
his  hands  for  any  indefinite  time. 

Of  the  firft  clafs,  where  he  fooa 
iffues  all  he  receives,  are,  the  re- 
turned 
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turned  poundage  ;  Chelfea  Hofpi- 
tal,  and  the  out-penfioners  ;  the 
lubfirtence  of  the  forces  in  Jamaica 
and  the  Eail  Indies,  and  of  the  non- 
commillioned  officers  and  private 
men  in  Africa  ;  the  fubliftencc  and 
clothing  of  the  militia  and  inva- 
lids ;  the  fubfiftence  iflued  upon 
account;  the  ftoppages  of  the  of- ^ 
ficers ;  fubfillence  in  the  Weft  In- 
dies, North  America,  and  garrifons 
of  Gibraltar  and  Minorca;  the  ge- 
neral and  ftaff  officers,  and  garrifons 
in  Great  Britain  ;  the  nett  off-rec- 
konings ;  the  allowances  to  the  co- 
lonel, captain,  and  agent;  the  clear- 
ings, foreign  fubfidies,  and  an"ears 
of  the  foreign  troops  ;  levy  money  ; 
and  all  the  extraordinaries.  Under 
the  head  of  fubfiftence  ot  the  forces 
at  home,  fo  much  of  the  fum  re- 
ceived, as  the  fubfiilence  aftually 
amounts  to,  is  ilTued  to  the  agents 
as  foon  as  he  receives  it. 

Of  the  fecond  clafs,  are  the  reduced 
officers,  and,  under  the  feveral 
heads  of  the  garrifons  abroad,  the 
general  and  ft:ifF  officers,  and  hofpi- 
tal  abroad  :  fo  much  of  the  fums 
■voted  for  thefe  fervices,  as  is  con- 
tained in  each  warrant  for  the  pay 
of  the  officers  named  in  the  certifi- 
cate, remains  in  his  hands  until 
thofe  officers  or  their  agents  apply 
for  it. 

Of  the  third  clafs,^  where  he  il- 
fues  a  part  only  of  the  fums  he  re- 
ceives, are,  the  fubfiftence  of  the 
forces  at  home ;  the  fubfiftence  of 
the  non-commiflioned  officers  and 
private  men  of  the  Britiih  forces  in 
the  Weft  Indies  and  North  Ame- 
rica, and  of  the  foreign  troops  ;  the 
garrifons  abroad ;  and  the  general 
and  ftaff  officers  and  hofpital  abl-oad. 
Befides  thefe,  there  are  fome  other 
heads  of  fervice,  to  fatisfy  which, 
he  docs  not  exprefsly  apply  to  the 
treafu-ry  for  money,  but  pays  the 


demands  for  them  out  of  what  he 
has  received  under  other  heads  of 
fervice  :  thefe  are,  the  allowance  to 
widows  ;  fome  fervices  to  which 
the  poundage  is  made  fubjeil  by 
the  king's  warrant,-  and  contingen- 
cies. 

Having  thus  procured  the  know- 
ledge of  the  fervices,  and  of  the 
mode  of  receiving  from  the  exche- 
quer, and  of  iiiliing  nioney  for 
each  fervice,  it  remained  in  order 
to  find  out  the  component  parts  of 
this  balance,  to  compare  the  fums 
received  for  thefe  fervices,  with 
the  fums  ilfued,  and  fee  what  re- 
mained in  the  hands  of  the  paymaf- 
ter-general  under  each  head :  but 
the  manner  in  which  the  accounts 
in  this  offixe  are  now,  and  have 
been  kept  from  time  immemorial, 
rendered  fuch  an  inveftigation  hard- 
ly pra6ticable. 

When  the  paymaftcr-generalpafTes 
an  account  before  the  auditor  of  the 
impreft,  he  charges  himfelf  therein, 
with  the  money  he  has  received  out 
of  the  exchequer,  during  the  period 
of  that  account  in  one  grofs  fum  ; 
he  verifies  the  cha'';'e  by  the  im- 
preft roll,  which  fpecifies  the  fums 
he  has  received  in  each  memorial, 
ahd  the  terms  in  which  he  has  re- 
ceived them,  bfut  not  for  what  fer- 
vices ;  all  that  is  required  of  him 
is,  to  render  an  account  for  what 
fervices  he  has  expended  the  fum 
imprelled  to  him  :  to  do  this  con- 
fiftently  with  order  and  method,  his 
payments  mull  be  arranged  under 
diftlnft  heads  of  fervice  :  but  there 
is  no  neceflity  for  making  the  like 
arrangements  of  his  receipts ;  it 
would  only  o'ccalion  the  entry  of  a 
variety  of  atticles  in  his  charge  in- 
ftead  of  one,  which  one  anfwers  full- 
as  well  all  purpofes  of  paffing  his 
accounts.  With  a  view  to  this,  is 
farmed  the   plan   upon  which  hif? 
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books  are  kept :  the  accounts  of 
his  payments  are  under  feparate  and 
diftinft  heads  of  lervice,  but  he  has 
only  one  ca(h  account :  though  in 
one  memorial  to  the  treafury,  he 
often  afks  for  feveral  fums,  under 
Tariows  dillindt  heads  of  fervice,  yet 
he  enters  the  receipt  in  his  ca{h 
book,  as  one  entire  fum  received 
that  day  at  the  exchequer,  and  car- 
ries it  as  one  fum  ^o  the  king's  ac- 
count current  in  his  ledger  :  to  have 
found  out,  therefore,  the  favings  in 
his  hands,  under  any  one  head  of 
fervice,  we  mull  have  examined 
every  memorial  prefented  by  him  to 
tlie  treafury  for  the  thirteen  years 
he  has  been  in  office,  and  have  ex- 
trafted  from  thence,  and  collected 
together,  all  the  fiims  he  has  re- 
ceived for  that  fervice,  in  order  to 
compare  them  with  the  ilfues.  And 
here  too  arofe  another  difficulry  : 
Jn  this  office,  a  payment  for  any 
fervice  made  in  a  fubfequent  year, 
is  entered  in  the  account  of  that 
year  in  which  the  fum  was  voted 
for  that  fervice,  unlefs  fuch  account 
is  made  up,  and  then  it  is  entered 
in  the  next  open  year's  account : 
hence  thefe  accounts  are  ufually 
kept  open,  until  they  are  ready  ro 
be  paited  by  the  auditors  of  the  im- 
preft  ;  which  time  not  being  yet 
come  for  the  accounts  of  the  pay- 
mafter  general  in  office,  not  one  of 
his  ledgers  is  yet  made  up  ;  he 
could  not  therefore  have  given  us 
the  iffues  for  any  one  fervice,  with- 
out making  up  the  account  of  that 
fervice,  in  every  year's  ledger,  iince 
he  ha^  been  in  offi.ce. 

Thinking  ourfelves  by  no  means 
warranted  to  take  up  the  time,  and 
perhaps  impede  the  current  bulinefs 
of  this  office,  at  (o  bufy  and  import- 
ant a  period,  by  employing  them  in 
fo  laborious,  and,  unlefs  for  this 
particular  putpofe,  fo  ufelefs  a  tafk, 


we  had  recourfe  to  fuch  other  cir- 
cumilances  in  evidence  before  us, 
as  might  lead  us  to  a  decilion  upon 
the  point  we  are  purfuing. 

From  the  arrangement  we  have 
made  of  the  fums  received  by  the 
paymafter-general  from  the  exche- 
quer, it  appears,  that  the  balance 
in  his  hands  cannot  confifl  of  any 
fums  comprehended  in  the  firft 
clafs  ;  becaufe  of  them  he  very 
foon  iffi.ies  all  he  receives  :  nor  is  it 
probable,  that  fums  in  the  fecond 
clafs  can  conftitute  any  very  conli- 
derable  part  of  it ;  becaufe  it  is 
not  to  be  prefumcd,  that  officers  of 
any  denomination  will  fufter  their 
pay  to  continue  long  without  ap- 
plying for  it,  either  by  themfclves 
or  their  agents. 

A  continual  receipt  and  iffuc  im- 
plies a  balance  continually  in  hand; 
there  mutt  be  the  like  continual  ba- 
lance where  there  are  intervals  be- 
tween the  receipt  and  ilfue,  and  a 
trelli  fupply  always  comes  in  before 
the  ilfue,  as  in  the  cafe  of  every 
bank  :  but  our  inquiry  is  after  a 
fum  more  permanent ;  a  fum  that 
remains  long  unapplied  to  any  fer- 
vice, and  which,  if  otherwife  dif- 
pofed  of,  would  occalion  no  inter- 
ruption in  the  regular  courfe  of 
paying  the  army  fervice;  for  fuch 
a  balance,  in  the  hands  of  the  pay - 
mailer-general,  we  muft  look 
amonglf  the  fums  for  the  fervices 
named  in  the  third  clafs,  where  he 
ilfues  lefs  than  he  receives. 

Under  the  denomination  of  fub- 
fiftence  for  the  forces  at  home,  he 
receives  more  than  that  fubliftence 
amounts  to,  with  an  intent  of  pro- 
curing thereby  a  fund  for  certain 
payments  not  ipecilicnlly  applied  for 
by  him,  and  therefore  otherwife 
unprovided  for  :  he  receives  fub- 
fiftence  upon  the  full  eftablilhment 
of  the  non-commiffioned  officers  and 
private 
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private  men  of  the  Briti(h  forces  in 
North  America  and  part  of  the 
Weft  Indies,  and  of  the  foreign 
troops  :  but  as  thefe  regiments  mull 
he  incomplete,  and  the  deputy  pay- 
mailers  there  ifTue  fubfiftence  ac- 
cording to  the  ftrength  only  of  the 
regiment,  he  does  not  remit  to 
them  the  whole  he  receives,  but  fo 
much  only  as,  from  the  hilt  ac- 
co.unts  they  fend  him  of  the  ftate 
of  the  balances  in  their  hands,  he 
judges  will  be  fufficient  to  enable 
them  to  carry  on  the  public  fer- 
vice.  This  unilTued  fubliftence  of 
the  Britifli  forces  in  the  Weft  In- 
dies and  North  America  continues 
in  his  hands  till  the  accounts  of 
the  feveral  regiments  are  made  up, 
when  it  falls  into  the  clearings,  and 
is  iffued  to  the  agents ;  but  this  is 
not  till  fifteen  or  fixteen  months  af- 
ter they  become  due.  The  unif- 
fued  fubliftence  of  the  foreign 
troops  remains  with  him  till  their 
arrears  are  ,paid  to  the  agents  ; 
which  time  feems,  from  the  ac- 
count of  the  ifllics  received  from 
the  treafur}',  generally  to  be  about 
two  years  after  they  are  due. 

He  receives  the  whole  fums  vot- 
ed for  garrifons,  ftaff,  and  hofpital 
abroad  ;  but  the  officers  in  thefe  de- 
partments, named  in  the  certificates 
from  the  war  office,  do  not  exhauft 
the  whole  fum  voted. 

Hence  arifes  a  fund  compofed  of 
thefe  favings,  out  of  which  he  ifTues 
for  certain  fcrvices,  and  defrays 
certain  expences,  without  making 
any  fpecific  application  for  them  to 
the  treafury  :  thefe  are,  the  allow- 
ance to  widows  ;  fome  of  the  pay- 
ments to  which  the  poundage  is 
made  applicable  by  the  king's  war- 
rants ;  and  the  mifcellaneous  head 
of  contingencies. 

To  demands  for  thefe  fervlces, 
and  to  no  other  that  we  can  difcover 


(except  fuch  claims  for  the  pay  oi 
the  general  and  llafl"  officers,  and 
officers  of  the  garrifons  and  hofpi- 
tals  abroad,  and  of  the  reduced  of- 
ficers, as  remained  vmfatisfied)  was 
this  balance  lia|)le  on  the  day  of 
its  date.  What  then  was  the 
amount  of  thefe  demands  at  that 
time  ?  Nothing  had  been  iffi.icd  for 
the  allowance  to  widows  in  the  year 
1780;  for  enough  remained  of 
former  receipts,  in  the  hands  of  the 
paymafter  of  the  widows  penfions, 
to  carry  on  that  fcrvice  ;  and  there- 
fore this  balance  was  not  liable  to 
be  reduced  by  any  iffije  under  the 
head  of  allowance  to  widows.  We 
could  not  have  the  accounts  of  the 
payments  out  of  the  poundage  and 
hofpital,  and  for  the  contingencies 
in  the  year  1780,  becaufe  fome  of 
the  warrants  had  not  been  produced 
for  payment,  and  therefore  the  acr 
counts  could  not  be  made  up  ;  but 
finding,  that  where  the  eftablilh- 
ments  are  nearly  the  fame,  there  is 
no  confiderable  difference  between 
the  payments  made,  upon  thefe  two 
heads,  in  one  year  and  another,  we 
applied  to  the  pay  office  for  an  ac- 
count of  the  payments  made  by  the 
paymafter-general,  out  of  the  de- 
dutTiion  of  twelve  pence  in  the 
pound,  and  one  day's  pay  ;  and  for 
an  account  of  the  payments  made 
by  hiin  for  the  contingent  expences 
of  his  majelly's  forces,  for  the  laft 
year,  in  which  thefe  accounts  were 
made  up  at  the  office.  The  ac- 
counts tranfmitted  to  us,  purfuant 
to  this  requifition,  are  of  the  year 
1778;  and  as  they,  probably,  do 
not  vary  much  from  thofe  of  the 
year  1780,  they  will  fliew  us,  with 
fufficient  accuracy,  the  amount  of 
the  demands  for  thefe  two  heads  of 
fervice  upon  the  balance  now  be- 
fore us.  The  payments  out  of  the 
poundage  and  one  day's  pay,  con- 
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iift  of  fiilaries  to  officers,  exchequer 
lees,  returned  poundage,  and  Lhel- 
fea  Hoipital ;  the  whole  amount  of 
which,  for  this  one  year,  is  one 
hundred,  fourteen  thoufand,  two 
hundred  iixty-five  pounds,  ten  fliil- 
lings,  and  two  pence.  The  articles 
of  exchequer  tees,  returned  pound- 
age, and  Chelfea  Hofpital,  though 
placed  to  this  account,  are  not  de- 
mands upon  this  balance.  The  ex- 
chequer tees  for  every  fum,  are  al- 
ways paid  at  the  exchequer  out  of 
the  fum,  at  the  time  it  is  received  ; 
the  paymaller-gencral  debits  his 
cafli  with  the  whole  (um  he  applies 
for,  and  credits  it  for  the  fees ;  and 
therefore  the  only  alteration  made 
in  his  cafli,  is  an  increafe  by  the 
lums  he  alks,  deducting  the  exche- 
quer fees.  The  other  two  fervices 
being  applied  for  under  their  fpeci- 
fic  heads,  he  receives  a  fum  with 
one^and,  and  iffues  it  with  the 
other;  and  therefore  thefe  three 
articles,  amounting  to  ninety-feven 
thoufand,  nine  hundred,  .,nd  twelve 
pounds,  feven  fliiUings,  and  fix 
pence,  being  dedutl-ted  from  the  to- 
tal, leaves  the  fum  of  fixtcen  thou- 
fand three  hundred  fifty-three 
pounds,  two  fhillings  and  eight 
pence  only,  as  a  charge  upon  this 
balance ;  which  fum,  confifling 
chiefly  of  falaries,  for  the  mofl  part 
paid  quarterly,  foon  after  they  be- 
come due,  leaves  claims  to  a  very 
fmall  amount  indeed  to  be  fatisfied 
out  of  this  balance. 

The  contingent  expences  confifl 
of  a  variety  of  articles,  amounting 
to  twenty-four  thoufand,  nine  hun- 
dred, and  fourteen  pounds,  nine- 
teen Ihillings  and  eight  pence  :  this 
account  never  either  much  exceeds 
or  comes  much  under  twenty-four 
thoufand  pounds  :  the  fum  voted 
for  the  contingencies  upon  the  efla- 
biilhmenr,  at  home  and  abroad,  for 


fo  ir.uch  of  thefe  payments  as  cic- 
cced  the  fum  voted,  are  carried  to 
the  account  of  extraordinary.  Thefe 
articles  being  paid,  fome  quarterly, 
fome  balf-yeariy,  and  fome  yearly, 
no  very  conlidefable  part  of  them  can 
probably  remain  unpaid  at  the  endot 
the  eleventh  month  of  that  year, and 
cannot  theretorebeacharge  upon  this 
balance  on  the  28th  of  November, 
1780:  from  hence  it  follows,  that, 
fuppofmg  the  atnount  of  the  claims 
for  thefe  fervices  in  1780,  not  to 
exceed  their  amount  in  1778,  the 
claims  for  thefe  fervices  upon  this 
balance,  upon  the  28th  of  Novem- 
ber 1780,  was  fo  much  only  of  the 
fums  of  fixteen  thoufand,  three 
hundred,  fifty-three  pounds,  two 
n-jllings,  and  eight  pence,  and  twen- 
ty-four thoufand,  nine  hundred, 
fourteen  pounds,  nineteen  fhillings 
and  eight  pence  ;  making  together 
forty-one  thoufand,  two  hundred, 
fixty-eight  pounds,  two  fliillings, 
and  four  pence ;  as  had  not  been 
applied  for,  and  fatisfied,  during 
the  firft  eleven  months  of  that  year  ; 
and  therefore,  we  think  ourfelves 
well  grounded  in  an  opinion,  that 
the  fum  of  four  hundred  forty-feveri 
thoufand,  one.  hundred,  fifty-three 
pounds,  eleven  fliillings,  and  three 
pence  three  farthings,  in  the  hands 
of  the  paymafter-general  of  the 
forces,  upon  the  28th  of  Novem- 
ber laff,  was  greatly  more  than  was 
ncccfTarv  to  anfwer  the  claims  upon 
him  at  that  time  for  the  fervice  of 
the  armv. 

But  our  inquiry  did  not  reft  here : 
it  concerns  the  public  to  know  what 
proportion  the  fum,  continually  in. 
the  hands  of  an  officer,  to  whom  fd 
much  is  entrufled,  bears  to  the  fer- 
vices of  his  department :  we  requir- 
ed, therefore,  from  the  pay-office^ 
an  account  of  the  balance  in  the 
hands  of  the  prefent  paymailcr-ge- 
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neral  of  the  forces,  on  the  31  ft  of 
December  1768,  and  at  the  end  of 
each   uiccetdino-  year,  to  the  31ft 
of  December   1780,  inclufive  ;  and 
an  account  of   che  total   funis    re- 
ceived and   paid  by  the  paymader- 
general  tv:  every  month,  from  the 
ill  01"  January  1780,    to  the   ■^•A\ 
of  May  hift,  with  the  total  of  the 
bahmce  remaining  in   his  hands  at 
theenti  of  each  month,     Thefe  ac- 
counts fliew,  that  the  average  yearly 
I    balance,  in  the  h^nd;  of  the   pre- 
1    fent  pnymafter-general,  for  twelve 
'    years,  has  been  five  hundred  eighty- 
five  thuufand  eight  hundred  ninety- 
i   eight    pounds ;     and    his    average 
;   monthly     balance     for    feventeen 
!    months,     has  been   eight  hundred 
[   lixty-nine  thoufand,    one  hundred, 
forty-eight  pounds. 

'1  he  magnitude  of  thefe  fums 
furnifhes  a  llrongprefumption,  that 
the  paymafter-general  of  the  forces 
poilbHes,  conftantly,  a  fum  much 
larger  than  is  requifite  for  the  car- 
rying on  the  army  fervices  ;  and 
we  are  confirmed  in  this  opinion, 
by  the  ftate  of  the  balances  in  the 
pofleffion  of  the  paymalter-general 
of  the  torces  after  their  refignation, 
annexed  to  our  kit  report ;  by 
which  it  appears,  that  offourpay- 
mafters-general,  each,  upon  quitting 
the  office,  took  with  him  the  fum 
then  in  his  hands :  the  balances 
they  returned  to  our  precepts, 
above  twelve  years  after  their  refig- 
nations,  were  even  then  very  large. 
Lord  Holland's  balance,  theChriil- 
mas  after  he  quitted  the  office  in 
1765,  was  four  hundred  and  fixty 
thoufand  pounds ;  in  the  year  1778, 
at  the  time  his  rcprefentatives  paid 
back  inio  the  exchequer  two  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds,  it  was  four 
hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds; 
and  upon  the  27th  of  September 
laft,  the  fum  returned  to  our  re- 
1781. 


quifition  was  two  hundred  and  fif- 
ty-fix thoufand  pounds  ;  fo  that, 
during  a  period  of  fifteen  years  at-' 
ter  he  was  out  of  office,  h  lufFercd 
very  little  diminution  from  any 
claims  whatever. 

From  thefe  fa6ls  we  may  infer, 
that  a  paymafier-general,  at  the 
time  of  f.is  refignation,  be  it  when 
it  will,  takes  with  him  a  fum  of 
public  money,  a  great  part  of 
which  remains  with  him,  unappli- 
ed to  any  public  fervice,  until  his 
accounts  are  p'alTjd  by  the  auditors 
ot  the  imprell:  ;  and  confequently, 
that  he  has  confi:antly  in  his  hands 
greatly  more  than  he  wants  for  the 
purpofes  for  which  it  was  iffued  to ' 
him. 

During  the  courfe  of  our  in- 
quiry, certain  clrcumllances  in  this 
office  attn^fted  our  attention,  as 
fubjedts  demanding  prefent  correc- 
tion, and  prevention  for  the  fu- 
ture. 

The  ufual  courfe  of  the  receiptfj 
and  ifilies  in  this  office,  for  feverai 
years,  has  conltantly  put  into  the 
hands  of  che  paymafter-general  a 
large  fum  of  public  money  not  em- 
ployed in  the  public  fervice,  ex- 
prefsly  contrary  to  that  found  max- 
iin  of  prudence  and  ceconomv,  that 
more  ftiould  not  be  iifued  from  the 
exchequer  for  any  fervice,  than  that 
fervice  wants.  He  alks  fums  of  the 
treafury  under  fpecific  heads  of  fer- 
vice, and  ill  the  form,  of  a  compu- 
tation ;  the  treafury  direct  the  tifue 
in  the  tenns  he  afks  it,  without 
knowing  v/hether  the  fervice  is 
adequate  to  the  requifitioii,  whe- 
ther the  computaliou  be  juft,  and 
whether  he  has  not  already  in  his 
har.ds  full  as  much  as  he  wants  : 
there  is  no  control  upon  him  in  the 
exchequer;  the  only  attention  of 
that  office  is,  to  fee  that  the  iilue 
does  not  exceed  his  credit,  and  that 
(N;  his 
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his  credit  does  not  exceed  the  fupply  hundred,  thiity-five  pounds.  The 
for  the  army  fervices,  voted  by  average  ot  the  balance  ot  the  pre- 
parli:uTient  that  year.      Suppoling    fent    paymafter- general,    from   the 

year  1768,    when  he  came  into  of- 


the  conilitutlon  of  this  office  to 
continue  in  its  prefent  form,  we 
think  the  interpoiition  of  fome  check 
neceffary  to  reduce  and  confine  this 
balance  within  its  due  bounds.  The 
paymaftei-general  can  receive  no- 
thing from  the  exchequer,  but  by 
direction  of  the  treafury  :  the  trea- 
fury,  therefore,  Ihould  have  the 
means  of  judging  upon  the  propri- 


fice,  to  the  fame  time  1778,  was 
four  hundred,  fitty-three  thoufand, 
one  hundred,  and  eighty  pounds  ; 
making  together  nine  hundred  and 
eight  thoufand,  nine  hundred,  and 
fifteen  pounds  ;  a  fum  belonging  to 
the  public,  in  the  pofleffion  ot  on- 
ly two  of  their  officers,  for  nine 
years,    and   the  public  reaping  no 


ety  and  neceflity  of  the  requifition;     benefit  from  it  whatever 

to  which  a  frequent  knowledge  of        The  public  good  calls  for  fo  ef- 


his  balance  is  elfential ;  and  there- 
fore we  are  of  opinion,  that  in  the 
firil  memorial  prefented  every 
month,  by  the  paymafter-general 
of  the  forces  to  the  lords  of  the 
treafury,  tor  a  fupply  for  the  army 
fervices,  he  fiiould  always  infert 
the  fum  total  of  the  balance  of  pub- 
lic money,  for  the  fervice  of  the 
?.rmy,  at  that  time  in  his  hands, 
cuftody,  or  power.  What  thofe 
due  bounds  are,  within  which  this 
balance  ought  to  be  circumfcribed, 
depends  upon  a  variety  of  circum- 
ilances,  of  which  the  treafury  may, 
upon  examination,  obtain  knowledge 
fufficient  to  direct  their  judgment. 

But  this  ufage  of  office  operates 
flill  farther  ;  it  u  not  confined  to 
the  paymafter-general  in  being  on- 
ly, but  he  has  been  permitted  after 
liis  refignation,  and  his  reprefenta- 
tives,  in  cafe  of  his  death,  to  re- 
tain the  money  of  the  public  until 
the  final  adjuftment  of  his  accounts 
by  the  auditors  of  the  impreft. 
The  average  of  lord  Holland's  ba- 
lance, from  his  refignation  in  the 
year  1765,  to  the  year  1778,  when 
the  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
were  paid  into  the  exchequer,  by 
his  reprefentativcs,  was  four  hun- 
dred,   fifty-fiye    thoufimd,     feven 


feftual  a  correction  of  this  evil,  as 
to  prevent  it  from  ever  happening 
for  the  future.     As  there  fbould  be 
a  ch'eck  upon  the  balance  of  a  pay- 
mafter-general whilft  he  is   in  of- 
fice, it  is  equally  expedient  that  he 
fliould  retain  his  balance   as  fhort 
a  time  as  p^ffiblc   after  his  refigna- 
tion ;   that  he  fliould  pay  it  over  to 
his   f.icceflbr,    and   the  fubfequent 
bufinefs  be  carried  on  by  him,  a^ 
leaft  as  much  of  it  as  can  be  tranf- 
acfted  by  him   without  caufing  con- 
fufion  or  delay.      According  to  the 
prefent  courfe  of  bufinefs   in   this 
office,    upon    the    refignation  of  a 
paymafter-general,    his  accounts  of 
the  year's  eftablifliment  are  carried 
on  to  the  24th  of  Jiuie,  or  24th  of 
December,  preceding  or  fubfequent 
to  his  refignation,  as  is  moft  con- 
venient to  the  public  fervice  :  when 
it  is  fubfequent  he  receives  from  the 
exchequer,    though   out  of  office, 
his  proportion  of  the  fupi)ly  ot  the 
year  to  that  time,  and  applies  it  ivy 
difcharge  of  the  demands  upon  the 
fervice,    which    accrued    down    to 
that  period  ;  but  of  thefe  demands 
fome  do  not   come   in  a  courle  of 
payment,    others   are    not   applied 
for    till     fome     time     after     xhcy 
are  due;  neither  the  nett  otf-rec- 
konings 
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konings  nor  the  clearings,  which 
are  the  laft  payments  on  account 
of  a  regimenr,  iire  difcharged  till 
fifteen  or  fixteen  months  after  they 
become  due  ;  the  general,  Haft",  and 
reduced  officers,  do  not  all  apply  im- 
mediately for  their  pay  ;  warrants  for 
contingencies  are  frequently  not 
produced  until  leveral  months  after 
they  are  payable  ;  and  the  paymaf- 
ter-general  has  deputies  in  various 
parts  of  the  world,  whofe  account? 
he  mull  have  time  to  adjuft  :  it  is 
therefore  convenient,  and  prevents 
trouble  to  the  office,  that  his  buli- 
iiefs  fhould  be  carried  on,  and  fo 
much  of  the  public  money  as  is 
necefTary  for  that  purpofe,  conti- 
nue in  his  hands  for  feme  Ihort 
time  afterwards ;  and  if  the  ba- 
lance be  confined  within  its  proper 
bounds,  whilft  he  is  in  office,  the 
intereft  of  the  public  will  not  be 
materially  affefted  by  the  detention 
of  a  moderate  balance,  for  a  few 
months  after  his  refignation. 

If  claimants  for  fums  ,iire£ied, 
but  not  applied  for  in  the  time  of 
the  predeceifor,  muft,  according  to 
the  prefent  forms  of  office,  have 
recourfe  to  the  treafury  for  new 
warrants,  thofe  forms  are  inconve- 
nient, and  ftiould  be  altered  ;  the 
fuccefTor  fltould  be  empowered  to 
pay  fuch  demands,  under  the  au- 
thority given  to  the  predecefTor, 
without  putting  claimants  to  the 
trouble  and  expence  of  a  fecond 
'application. 

Were  the  paymafter-general  to  re- 
tain his  balance  until  his  accounts 
are  finally  adjuited,  the  public 
would'  be  kept  out  of  their  money 
to  a  very  diftant  and  uncertain  pe- 
riod. It  is  iixteen  years  iince  lord 
Holland  refigned,  and  his  accounts 
are  ftill  in  the  office  of  the  auditors 
of  the  impreil:  unfettled ;  the  pre- 
fent paymafter-general  has  been  in 


office  thirteen  years,  and  the  firfi: 
tliree  years  and  a  half  only  of  his 
accounts,  are  fent  into  that  office, 
and  in  their  firft  ftage.  The  pub- 
lic have  a  right  to  be  informed  how 
their  money  has  been  expended, 
and  as  fpeedily  as  poffible  after  the 
expenditure.  The  evils  attending 
delay  are  many  and  obvious,  both 
to  the  perfon  accounting,  and  to 
thole  entitled  to  call  for  the  ac- 
count. The  being  accuftomed  to  go 
in  one  track,  and  long  inattention 
to  this  point,  in  the  departments 
both  of  the  paymafter-general  and 
of  the  auditors  of  the  impreft,  ad- 
ded to  a  great  increafe  of  bufinefs, 
have  produced  long  arrears  :  it  re- 
quires, and  there  ought  to  be,  ati 
extraordinary  exertion  in  both  of- 
fices, to  bring  the  accounts  for- 
ward, and  to  introduce  and  efta- 
blifla  that  order  and  regularity  in 
making  them  up,  and  keeping  them, 
which  fliould  be  ftridly  adhered  to 
in  every  office  of  account.  To  ob- 
tain and  preferve  an  accurate  and 
competent  knowledge  of  the  flate 
rhey  are  in,  they  fliould  be  made 
up  and  balanced  once  a  year,  to  a 
certain  ftated  time,  and  as  foon  as 
m?y  be  after  that  fiated  time  is 
elapied.  But  the  time  it  takes  to 
compleat  the  payment  of  certain 
fervices,  and  the  manner  of  carry- 
ing on  fome  branches  of  the  bufi- 
nefs in  this  office,  are  impediments 
to  fuch  a  regulation,  and  feem  not 
well  calculated  either  for  perfpicu- 
ity  or  expedition.  There  are  cer- 
tain fervices,  for  which  no  fpecific 
fums  are  appropriated,  either  by 
vote  of  parliament,  or  by  the  diC- 
trlbution  in  the  eftabliffiment  •  but 
they  are  paid  out  of  futlds  com- 
pounded of  a  great  variety  and 
number  of  articles,  fubftrafted  from, 
various  different  grofs  fums,  either 
voted  or  allotted  for  certain  pur- 
(,N  2)  ^  pofes; 
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pofes  :  thefe  fervices  are,  Chelfea 
Hofpital,  the  allowance  to  widows, 
the  cloathing  of  the  regulars,  ex- 
chequer fees,  and  falaries  to  cer- 
tain officers.  One  of  thefe  funds 
is  the  poundage,  which  confills  of 
various  deductions  of  twelve  pence 
in  the  pound  upon  almoll  every  indi- 
vidual funi  (excepting  the  half  pay, 
of  which  the  deduftion  is  only  fix 
pence  in  the  pound)  voted,  or  al- 
lotted by  the  dilhibutions  in  the 
eflablifliments  for  the  army  fervi- 
ces :  out  of  this  fund  are  paid,  1 11, 
The  returned  poundage  ;  that  is, 
the  very  dedu6tion,  thus  made,  is 
paid  back  to  certain  corps ;  fo  that 
this  part  of  it  feems  to  be  dedufted 
for  no  other  purpofe  but  that  of 
returning  it  back  again,  adly,  A 
pare  of  this  poundage  is  applied  to- 
wards the  expences  of  Chelfea  Hof- 
pital. 3dly,  The  remainder  pays 
the  exchequer  fees,  and  the  fala- 
ries of  the  paymailer-general,  and 
of  other  officers. 

The  expences  attending  Chelfea 
Hofpital  are  paid  out  of  two  funds 
blended  together  :  the  one  is  part 
of  the  poundage  above-mentioned; 
the  other  is  formed  of  the  produc- 
tion of  one  day's  pay  of  every  per- 
fon  named  in  fome  of  the  eftablifli- 
ments,  and  of  fome  of  the  perfons 
named  in  other  of  the  ellablifli- 
ments.  To  form  this  fund,  and 
that  of  the  poundage,  and  to  make 
thefe  feveral  deductions,  is  the  bu- 
linefs  of  the  pay-office. 

The  allowance  to  widows  con- 
iifts  of  the  pay  of  two  private  men 
of  a  company,  and  is  a  part  of  the  ef- 
tabliihrnent  in  every  regiment  :  this 
come-,  from  the  wa:r  office,  but  the 
feveral  articles  are  coUedled  toge- 
ther from  the  regimental  diflribu- 
tions,  and  formed  into  a  fund,  in 
the  pay-office. 


The  fund  for  the  cloathing  is 
called  the  nett  ofF-reckonings,  and 
is  compofed  of  deduftions  made  in 
the  pay-office,  out  of  the  funis  al- 
lotted in  the  eftablifliment  for  the 
full  pay  of  the  non-commiffioncd 
officers  and  private  men,  in  moft  of 
the  rtrgiments  and  corps. 

Oiie  effed  of  thefe  operations  is, 
that  in  making  up  the  llate  of  every 
regiment  in  the  pay-office,  the  fum 
allotted  for  its  pay  in  the  eftablifli- 
ment muft  conlift  of  fix  parts;  the 
poundage,  the  hofpital,  the  fubfifl- 
ence,  the  allowance  to  widows,  the 
off-reckonings,  and  the  clearings, 
and  foinetimes  refpites.  This  ftate, 
bciides  the  bufmefs  it  creates  in  the 
pay-office,  muft  be  examined,  com- 
puted, and  figned,  by  the  agent ; 
for  he  receives  the  clearings,  which 
is  the  balance  due  to  the  regiment; 
the  truth  of  which  balance  depends 
upon  the  juftnefs  of  the  calculation 
of  the  other  divihons :  it  muft  be 
examined  too,  and  computed,  by 
the  auditor  of  the  impreft  ;  for  the 
paymafter-general  taking  credit  in 
his  account  for  the  whole  pay  of 
each  regiment,  and  furcharging 
himfelf  with  the  total  amount  of 
the  dedudlions  of  the  poundage, 
hofpital,  and  widows,  in  every 
year,  the  auditor  cannot  know  the 
accuracy  of  the  furcharge,  without 
an  examination  of  each  article  that, 
compofes  it. 

To  perfons  accuftomed  to  the 
courfe  of  office,  thefe  computations 
are  eafy  and  familiar ;  but  they 
certainly  muft  take  up  time ;  an 
objedf,  conlidering  the  prefent  ftate 
of  the  army  accounts,  worth  attend- 
ing to.  If,  inrtead  of  thefe  deduc- 
tions, certain  fpecific  diftin6f  funis 
were  eftimated  and  fet  apart  for 
thefe  fervices  in  the  eftablifliment  ; 
if  diftinft  accounts  were  kept  of  the 
receipts 
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receipts  and  payments,  under  each 
head  of  fervice  ;  if  the  cloathing 
of  the  regulars  was  voted  like  the 
cloathing  of  the  militia,  feparate 
from  the  eftablilhment ;  if  the  fum 
'  allotted  to  a  regiment  (hoiild  be  the 
aCfual  pay,  and  the  whole  of  it  be 
dilh'ibuted  amongft  the  officers  and 
private  men,  and  paid  to  them 
without  dedudlon,  at  fuch  times 
and  in  fuch  proportions  as  Ihall  be 
deemed  bell  for  the  fervice  ;  if 
every  dilHnd  fervice  had  its  diftind 
approbation,  which  can  be  eafily 
elli  mated  by  the  experience  of  pre- 
ceding years  ,•  it  fliould  fcem  as  if 
this  branch  ot  the  pay  of  the  army 
might  be  carried  on  in  a  more  lim- 
plc,  expeditious,  and  intelligible 
manner. 

In  public  trails,  the  poffibility 
of  a  lofs  fliouId  be  guarded  againil, 
as  much  as  the  nature  of  the  trulls 
will  admit,  without  any  refpeft  to 
perfons,  or  placing  any  more  con- 
fidence in  any  man  than  can  be 
h<flped.  The  funis  that  appear  to 
have  been  intrufted  to  pay  mailers - 
general,  are  of  a  magnitude  that 
implies  danger  to  the  public  ;  for 
who  can  give  or  find  fecurity  for 
the  payment  of  them  ?  At  the  head 
of  this  clafs  of  accountants  Hands  an 
inftance  of  an  actual  lofs  :  the  lall 
account  that  was  paffed  of  Lord 
Lincoln's,  was  on  the  i'4th  of  De- 
cember 17 1 9,  between  which  and 
the  25th  of  June  1*20,  four  hun- 
dred and  feventy-three  thoufand 
one  hundred  twenty-feven  pounds 
were  iffued  to  him  from  the  Ex- 
chequer :  of  this  fum  it  does  not 
appear  that  any  account  was  ever 
given,  nor  have  we  been  able  to 
trace,  either  in  the  pay-fjffice,  or  in 
that  of  the  auditors  of  the  imprell, 
the  expenditure  of  any  part  of  it ; 
neither  book  nor  paper,  relative  to 
this  ^ccouiitj  is  to  be  found  in  either 


of  thofe  offices.  It  has  been  the 
pra(^tice  of  the  paymafters-gencral, 
when  they  went  out  of  office,  to 
take  with  them  the  books  and  pa- 
pers that  relate  to. their  accounts,  as 
their  own  pri-  ate  property  :  but  as 
the  paymalter-gcncrai  is  an  officer 
appointed  to  a  public  truft,  his  of- 
fice created  for  the  ufe  of,  and  fup- 
ported  by,  the  public,  and  his 
books  contain  accounts  of  the  re- 
ceipt and  expenditure  of  public  mo- 
ney ;  we  are  of  opinion,  that  all 
thefe  official  books  and  papers  are, 
and  fliould  be  conlidered  as  the  pro- 
perty of  the  public,  and  as  fuch, 
lett  and  dcpolited  in  the  pay-office, 
for  the  ufe  and  information  of  po- 
ller ity. 

The  regulations  hitherto  luggefled 
are  on  a  fuppofiUon  that  the  conlli- 
tution  of  this  office  continues  in  its 
prefent  form  :  but  there  is  a  modi- 
fication, which,  if  it  can  be  adopted, 
will  effeftually  remove  the  power, 
and  therefore  the  poffibility,  of  lofs 
or  abufe ;  that  is,  by  taking  away 
from  the  paymailer-general  of  the 
forces,  the  cuilody  of  the  public 
cafli,  and  placing  it  in  the  bank  of 
England  :  this  treafury  uill  then  be 
converted  into  an  office  ot  mere  ac- 
count, and  the  paymailer-general, 
indead  of  being  the  banker  of  the 
army,  will  be  the  inilrumcnt  only 
through  whom  the  army  fervices 
are  paid,  without  having  the  power 
of  applying  the  public  money  to 
any  other  purpofes  whatever.  Some 
judgment  may  be  formed  how  far 
this  plan  is  praftieable,  by  com- 
paring the  alteration  it  will  make 
in  the  great  outlines  of  the  bufinefs 
of  this  office,  the  receipt,  the  ilRie, 
the  keeping  the  accounts,  and  the 
accounting,  with  the  forms  now  in 
ufe.  The  imprefl  mufl  be  to  the 
bank,  the  bank  mull  make  the  pay- 
ments, by  means  of  the  checque 
(N  3)      '  drafts 
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drifts  drawn  by  the  paymafter-ge- 
neral,  fpccjfying  the  warrant,  and 
the  fervice  ;  the  paymafler-general 
rnufl  keep  the  account  of  thefe  re- 
ceipts and  payments,  and  the  baiik 
a  duplicate  ;  both  muil:  join  in  paf- 
fing  the  accounts,  the  one  produce- 
ing  the  warrants  difcharged  by  his 
drafts,  the  other  producing  the 
drafts  difcharged  by  payments. 
Under  the  prefent  conftitution  of 
this  office  the  paymafler-general 
keeps  his  cafli  at  the  bank  ;  the 
bank  receives  it  at  the  exchequer 
on  his  account ;  he  never  pays  in 
cafh,  but  by  his  cafiiiers  drafts  on 
the  bank  :  he  keeps  the  account  of 
all  thefe  receipts  and  payments  as  if 
they  were  tranfafted  in  caih  :  the 
warrant  indorfcd,  or  the  warrant 
and  receipt,  or  the  warrant  and  re- 
gimental pay-book,  figned  by  the 
agent,  and  receipt  for  the  off- 
reckonings, are  his  vouchers  ;  his 
deputies  pay,  when  they  can,  by 
drafts  upon  the  agent  to  the  remit- 
ter, who  is  the  bank  abroad  and 
accountable  to  the  public. 

Such  is  the  fimllltude  between  the 
mode  propofed  and  the  mode  in 
life;  and  thus  far  this  regulation 
carries  with  it  all  the  appearance  of 
being  reduceable  to  praflice. 

We  are  well  aware  of  the  difficul- 
ties that  muft  for  ever  attend  tho 
introducing  novelty  of  form  into 
ancient  offices,  framed  by  the  wif- 
dom  of  our  anceftors,  and  efla- 
bliilied  by  the  experience  of  ages. 


They  are  confidered  as  incrvpable  of 
improvement ;  the  officers,  educated 
in,  and  accuitomed  ro  the  forms  Iri 
ufe,  are  Infenfible  of  their  defefts^ 
or,  if  they  feel  them,  have  no  lei* 
fure,  often  no  ability,  feldom  any 
inclination,  tocorreftthem;  alarmed 
at  the  idea  of  innovation,  they  re^ 
fift  the  propofal  of  a  regulation,  be-- 
caufe  it  Is  a  change,  though  from  1 
perplexed  and  intricate,  to  a  mor€ 
fimple  and  intelligible  fyfterrt. 

To  trace  this  alteration  througK 
every  branch  of  the  bufinefs,  to 
mark  all  its  effefts,  that  It  does  not 
in  any  wife  difturb  the  pay  of  th6 
army,  perplex  the  accounts,  or 
throw  difficulties  or  delay  In  the 
paffing  them  ;  to  point  out  the  fteps 
by  which  It  ought  gradually  and 
methodically  to  be  Introduced,  Is  a 
work  of  long  ferlous  attention  and 
accurate  examination  ;  but  the  ap- 
pearance this  plan  carries  with  it  of 
being  praftlcable,  and  the  advantage 
it  holds  out  to  the  public,  in  an 
office  that  certainly  ftands  In  need 
of  foine  reform,  afford  us  fufficient 
reafon  for  fubmltting  the  confidcra- 
tion  of  it  to  the  vvifdom  of  the  le- 
glflature. 

Gur  CARI,ETo^',  (L.  S.) 
T-  Anguish,  (L.  S.) 

A.  PiGGOTT,     (L.  S.) 

Rich \RD  Neave,  (L.  S.) 
Sam.  Bkachcroft,  (L.S.) 
Oeo.  Drummond,  (L.  S.) 

'Office  hf  Acco'nnfSy   Surrey-Ji'mi,  Aii' 
guji'i,   17-81, 
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raillamentary  SUPPLIES,   and  WAYS  and  MEANS  for  1781. 


No'veniher  16,   1780. 

RElblved,  That,  towards  railing 
the  fupply  granted  to  his  Ma- 
iclly,  the  fum  of  four  fliillings  in 
the  pound,  and  no  more,  be  railed 
within  the  fpace  of  one  year,  from 
the  25th  day  of  March,  1781, 
upon  lands,  tenements,  heredita- 
ments, pen  [ions,  offices  and  perfo- 
nal  eftates,  in  that  part  of  Great 
Britain  called  England,  Wales,  and 
the  town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed  ; 
and  that  a  proportionable  cefs,  ac- 
cording to  the  ninth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  union,  be  laid  upon  that 
pait  of  Great  Britain  called  Scot- 
land. 

Refolved,  That  towards  railing 
the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majelly, 
the  duties  upon  malt,  mum  ,cyder, 
and  perry,  whieh,  by  an  aftot  par- 
liament of  the  twentieth  year  ot  his 
piefent  Majelly's  reign,  have  conti- 
nuance to  the  24th  day  of  June, 
1781,  be  further  continued,  and 
charged  upon  all  malt  which  fliall 
be  made,  and  all  mum  which  (liall 
be  made  or  imported,  and  all  cyder 
and  perry  which  fhall  be  made  for 
fale,  within  the  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain,  from  the  23d  day  of  June, 
1781,  to  the  24th  day  of  June, 
1782. 

"November  28,   1780. 
Refob'ed,     That  a  fum,  not  ex- 
ceeding one  million  and  forty-nine 
thoufand   feven    hxuidred    feventy- 
four   pounds,    eight   fliilllngs,  and 
eleven   pence,    be    granted    to   his 
Majeffy,   for  defraying  the  charge 
of  thirty-nine  thoufand  fix  hundred 
and    fixty-lix    efFeftive    men,     tor 
guards,    garrifons,    and   other   his 
Majefty's  land  forces  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, Jerfey,  and  Guernfey,  for  the 


year  one  thoufand  feven   hundred 
and  eighty-one. 

Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  ex- 
ceeding one  million  four  hundred 
eighty-eight  thoufand  nine  hundred 
and  twenty-feven  pounds,  be  granted 
to  his  Majelly,  for  maintaining  his 
Majefty's  forces  and  garrifons  in  the 
plantations,  Africa,  and  the  Eall 
Indies,  including  thole  in  garrilbii 
at  Minorca  and  Gibraltar,  and  for 
provifions  for  the  forces  in  North 
America,  Nova  Scotia,  Newfound- 
land, Gibraltar,  the  Weft  Indies, 
and  Africa,  for  the  year  one  thou- 
fand feven  hundred  and  eighty-one. 

Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  ex-  ' 
ceeding  forty  -  two  thoufand  nine 
hundred  and  twenty  feven  pounds 
and  fixteen  fliillings,  be  granted  to 
his  Majefty,  for  the  pay  of  the  ge- 
neral and  general  ftaff- officers  in 
Great  Britain,  for  the  year  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty- 
one. 

Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  ex- 
ceeding fifty-fix  thoufand  and  fe- 
venty-four  pounds,  nineteen  fliil- 
lings, and  fourpence  halfpenny,  be 
granted  to  his  Majefty,  tor  defray- 
ing the  charge  of  five  Hanoverian 
battalions  of  foot  at  Gibraltar  and 
Minorca,  and  for  provifions  for  the 
three  battalions  of  the  faid  troops  at 
Gibraltar,  for  the  year  one  thou- 
fand feven  hundred  and  eighty- 
one. 

Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  ex- 
ceeding three  hundred  fixty-feven 
thoufand  two  hundred  and  thrc? 
pounds,  nine  fliillings,  and  tea 
pence,  be  granted  to  his  Majefty, 
for  defraying  the  charge  of  thirteea 
thoufand  four  hundred  and  fevcnty- 
two  men,  of  the  troops  of  the 
^N  4)  landgrave 
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landgrave  of  Heffe  Caflel,  in  the 
pay  of  Great  Britain,  together  with 
the  fublidy,  for  the  year  one  thou- 
fand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-one, 
purfuant  to  treaty. 

Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  ex- 
ceeding thivry-nine  thoufand  five 
hundred  nintty-ieven  pounds,  one 
Ihilling,  and  elevence  and  one  far- 
thing, be  gr.mtcd  to  his  Majefty, 
for  defraying  the  charge  of  two  re- 
giments of  Hanau,  in  the  pay  of 
Great  Britain,  together  with  the 
fubfidy,  purfuant  to  treary  with  the 
hereditary  prince  of  HelTe  Caflel, 
for  the  year  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  eighty-one. 

Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  ex- 
ceeding feventeen  thoufand  four 
hundred  ninety-eight  potinds,  three 
fliillings,  and  two  pence  three  far- 
things, be  granted  to  his  Majefty, 
for  defraying  the  charge  of  a  regi- 
ment of  foot  of  vValdeck,  in  the 
pav  of  Grea'-  Britain,  together  with 
the  fubhdy.  purfuant  to  treaty  with 
the  reigr.ing  prince  of  Waldeck, 
for  the  year  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  eighty-one. 

Refclved,  That  a  fum,  not  ex- 
ceeding ninety-three  thoufand  nine 
hundred  forty-feven  pounds,  fifteen 
fiiilUngs,  and  eight  pence,  he  granted 
to  his  ]Maje"y,  for  defraying  the 
charge  of  four  thoufand  three  hun- 
dred mi'H,  the  troops  of  the  reign- 
ing duke  of  Brunfwick,  in  the  pay 
of  Great  Britain,  together  with  the 
fublidy,  for  the  year  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  ar^d  eighty-one. 

Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  ex- 
ceeding thirty  -  nine  thoufand  fix 
hundred  forty-four  pounds,  four- 
teen fiiillings,  and  three  pence,  be 
granted  to  hiis  TVjajefty,  for  defray- 
ing the  charge  of  foLirteen  hundred 
and  fortv-feven  men,  the  troops  of 
the  Margrave  of  Brnndebourg  ,\n- 
fpach,  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain, 


together  with  the  fubfidy,  for  the 
year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  eighty-one,  purfuant  to  treaty. 
Reiolved,  That  a  fum,  not  ex- 
ceeding fixteen  thoufand  fix  hun- 
dred and  thirty  pounds,  eleven  fliil- 
lings,  and  nine  pence,  and  one  far- 
thing, be  grunted  to  his  Majefty, 
for  defraying  the  charge  of  a  corps 
of  foot  of  Anhalt  Zerbft,  in  the  pay 
of  Great  Britain,  together  with  the 
fubfidy,  purfuant  to  treaty  with  the 
reigning  prince  of  Anhalt  Zerbft, 
for  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-one. 

Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  ex- 
ceeding forty-nine  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  feventy-three  pounds, 
feventeen  (hillings,  and  one  penny, 
be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  for  de- 
fraying the  charge  of  provifions  for 
the  foreign  troops  ferving  in  North 
America,  in  the  pay  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, for  the  year  one  thoufand  fe- 
ven hundred  and  eighty-one. 

Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  ex- 
ceeding fix  thoufand  four  hundred 
fixty-three  pounds,  eight  fhillings, 
and  five  pence,  and  three  farthings, 
be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  to  make 
good  a  deficiency  in  the  fums  voted 
for  the  troops  of  the  hereditary 
prince  of  Hefle  CalTel,  in  the  pay 
of  Great  Britain,  being  the  charge 
of  an  augmentation  to  the  faid 
troops  trom  the  twenty-ninth  day  of 
March,  one  thoufand  feven  hun-» 
dred  and  feventy -nine,  to  the  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  December,  one  thou- 
fand feven  hundred  and  eighty. 

Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty-feven  thoufand  fix 
hundred  eighty-three  pounds,  and 
fourteen  fliilh.ngs,  be  granted  to  his 
Majefty,  for  defraying  the  charge 
of  artillery  for  the  foreign  troops  in 
the  pay  ot  Great  Britain,  purfuant 
to  treaties,  for  the  year  one  thou- 
fand feven  hundred  and  eighty-one, 
Refolvedji 
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"Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  cx- 
cecdin""  lix  hundred  fcventy-tvvo 
thoufand  four  hundred  fifty-fevcn 
pounds,  and  fifteen  fliillings,  be 
granted  to  his  Majefly,  f >  r  defray- 
ing the  charge  of  the  embodied  mi- 
litia of  the  feveral  counties  in  South 
Britain,  and  of  four  regiments  of 
fencible  men  in  North  Britain,  for 
the  year  one  thouihnd  feven  hun- 
dred and  eighty -one. 

Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  ex- 
ceeding ninety -nine  thoufand,  fix 
hundred  feventy-nine  pounds,  thir- 
teen fliillings,  and  four  pence,  be 
granted  to  his  Majefty,  for  defray- 
ing the  charge  of  the  cloathing  tor 
the  embodied  militia  in  South  Bri- 
tain, for  the  year  one  thoufand  fe- 
vca  hundred  and  eighty-one. 

Novemher  30,  17?0. 
Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  ex- 
ceeding five  hundred  and  eighty-two 
thoufand  nine  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  pounds,  eleven  fliillings,  and 
nine  pence,  be  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jefty, for  the  charge  of  the  office  of 
ordnance,  for  land  fervice,  for  the 
year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  eighty-one. 

Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  ex- 
ceeding four  hundred  and  forty- 
feven  thoufand  one  hundred  and 
eighty-two  pounds,  four  fhillings, 
and  fix  pence,  be  granted  to  his 
Majefty,  for  defraying  the  expence 
of  fervlces  performed  by  the  office 
of  ordnance  for  land  fervice,  and 
not  pjovided  for  by  parliament,  in 
qne  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
eighty. 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  one 
million  five  hundred  thoufand 
pounds,  be  granted  to  his  Majefty, 
for  paying  oft"  and  difcharging  the 
exchequer  bills,  made  out  by  vir- 
tue of  an  act  pafled  in  the  laft  fef- 
fion  of  parliament,  intituled,  *' An 


a£l  for  raifing  a  certain  fum  of 
money,  by  loans  ou  exchequer  bills, 
for  the  fervice  of  the  year  one  thou- 
fand fcvcn  hundred  and  eighty," 
and  charged  upon  the  firft  aids  to 
be  granted  in  this  felfion  of  parlia- 
ment. 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  one 
million  be  granted  to  his  Majefty, 
for  paying  oft'  and  difcharging  tlie 
exchequer  bills,  made  out  by  vir- 
tue of  an  aft  paifed  in  the  laft  feflion 
of  parliament,  intituled,  "  An  att 
for  enabling  his  Majefty  to  raife  the 
fum  of  one  million,  lor  the  ufes 
and  purpofes  therein  mentioned,** 
and  charged  upon  the  firft  aids  to 
be  granted  in  this  fefiion  of  parlia- 
ment. 

Decemler  5,    1780. 

Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  ex- 
ceeding three  hundred  and  eighty- 
fix  thoufand,  two  hundred  and  lixty- 
one  pounds,  five  fhillings,  and  eight 
pence,  be  granted  to  his  P\lajefty, 
for  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  in- 
cluding half-pay  to  fea  and  marine 
officers,  for  the  year  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  eighty-one. 

Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  ex- 
ceeding fix  hundred  feventy  thou- 
fand and  fixteen  pounds,  be  granted 
to  his  Majefty,  towards  the  build- 
ings, rebuildings,  and  repairs,  of 
fliips  of  war  in  his  Majelly's  yards, 
and  other  extra  works,  over  and 
above  what  are  propofcd  to  be  done 
upon  the  heads  of  wear  and  tear, 
and  ordinary,  tor  the  year  one  thou- 
fand feven  hundred  and  eighty-one, 

yanumy  25,  i  781. 
Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  eighty 
thoufand  pounds  be  granted  to  his 
Majefty,  to  be  applied  infuch  man- 
ner as  his  Majefty  in  his  great  wif^ 
dom  ftrall  judge  moft  proper  and 
effeftual,    for    aftbrding   immediate 
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*,fnftance  to  our  unhappy  fellow 
fabjedh  in  the  iOand  of  Barhacoes, 
and  to  relieve  and  fupport  fuch  of 
them  as  have  been  reduced  to  di- 
ffrefs  and  neceifity  by  the  dreadful 
calamity  which,  in  the  month  of 
October  laft,  ravaged  and  laid  waUe 
the  greateft  pnrt  of  that  iiland. 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  forty 
thoufand  pounds  be  giraitcd  to  his 
Majefty,  to  be  applied  in  fuch  man- 
ner as  his  Maiefty  in  his  great  wif- 
eom  fhall  judge  moft  proper  and  ef- 
feftual,  for  attording  immediate  af- 
fiilance  to  our  unhappy  fellow  fub- 
jecls  in  the  iiland  ot  Jamaica,  and 
to  relieve  and  fupport  fuch  of  them 
as  have  beeii  reduced  to  diilrefb  and 
neceffity  by  the  dreadful  calnmity 
which,  in  the  month  of  Ottober 
laft,  ravaged  and  laid  wafte  a  conli- 
^erable'part  of  thsit  iHiaid. 

B.efolved,  That  the  faid  two  fe- 
vefal  fums  of  eighty  thoufand 
pounds  and  foity  tbioufand  pounds 
be  ifllied  and  paid  without  any  tee 
or  deduction  whatfoever. 

Fehruary  6,  1 7  8 1 . 
Refolved,  That,  towards  railing 
the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty, 
there  be  ifllied  and  applied  the  fum 
of  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  forty- 
fix  pounds,  nineteen  fliil lings,  and 
eight  pence,  remaining  in  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  excheqvier  on  the  filth 
day  of  January,  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  eighty-one,  for  the 
•difpolition  of  jJarliament,  of  the 
monies  Vvhich  had  then  arifen  of 
the  furpluiles,  excelfcs,  overplus 
monies,  and  other  revenues,  com- 
pofmg  the  fund,  commonly  called 
The  Sinking  Fund. 

Fd'ruay:  8,    17S1. 
Refolved,     That  a  t"um,  not  e"^r- 
tecdi^g  fcventy-nine  thoufand  and 


fifty-nine  pounds,  be  granted  to  hia 
Majtfty  upon  account  of  the  re- 
duced officers  of  his  Majefty's  land 
forces  and  marines,  for  the  yeaf 
1781. 

Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  ex- 
ceeding five  hvrndred  ninety-fix 
pounds,  four  ftiillings,  and  two 
pence;,  be  granted  to  his  Majefty 
tor  defraying  the  charge  of  allow- 
ances to  the  feveval  officers  and  pri- 
vate gentlemen  o\  the  two  troops  of 
hoifc  guards  reduced,  and  to  the 
fuperannuatcd  gentlemen  of  the 
four  troops  of  horfe  guards,  for  the 
year  1781. 

Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  ex- 
ceeding ninety  -  one  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  four  pounds,  fevcH 
(hillings,  and  one  penny,  be  granted 
to  his  Majefty  upon  account,  to- 
wards defraying  the  charge  of  the 
out-penfioners  of  Chelfea  hofpital, 
for  the  year  1781. 

Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  ex- 
ceeding five  thoufand  and  ninety- 
nine  pounds,  ten  fnillings,  and  five 
pence,  be  granted  to  his  Majefty 
upon  account,  for  maintaining  and 
fupporting  the  civil  eftabliflunent  of 
his  Majefty's  colony  of  Nova 
Scotia,  tor  the  year  17S1. 

Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  ex- 
ceeding two  thoufand  nine  hundred 
and  eighty-fix  pounds,  be  granted 
to  his  Majefty  upon  account,  for 
defraying  the  charges  of  the  civil 
eftabliflunent  of  his  Majefty's  colony 
of  Georgia,  and  other  incidental 
cxpences  attending  the  fame,  from 
the  24th  day  of  June,  1780,  to 
the  24th  day  of  June,  1781. 

Reiblvcd,  That  a  furti,  not  ex- 
ceeding three  thouiand  nine  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds,  be  granted  to  his 
Majefty  upon  account,  for  defray- 
ing the  charges  of  the  civil  efta- 
blifl-.ment  of  his  Majefty's  colony  of 
Euft  Florida,  and  other  incidental 
cxpences 
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ekpcnces  attending  the  fame,  from 
the  24th  clay  of  June,  1780,  to  the 
;j4th  day  of  June,   1781. 

Refolved,  That  a  fu'.n,  not  ex- 
ceeding three  thoufand  nine  hun- 
dred poundc,  be  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  upon  account,  tor  detraying 
the  charges  of  the  civil  eftablitli- 
ment  of  his  Majefty's  colony  of 
Well:  Florida,  and  other  incidental 
expences  attending  the  fame,  from 
the  24th  day  of  June,  1780,  to 
the  24th  day  of  June,    1781. 

Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  ex- 
ceeding three  thoufand  one  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds,  be  granted  to  his 
Majefty  on  account,  for  defraying 
the  charges  of  the  civil  eflablifli- 
ittent  of  his  Majefty's  illand  of  St. 
John  in  America,  and  other  inci- 
dental expences  attending  the  fame, 
from  the  ili:  day  of  January,  1781, 
to  the  1  ft  day  of  January,    1782. 

Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  ex- 
ceeding two  hundred  and  feven 
pounds,  be  granted  to  his  Majefty 
upon  account,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
pences attending  general  furveys  of 
his  Majefty's  dominions  in  North 
America,  for  the  year  1781. 

Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  ex- 
ceeding eight  thoufand  pounds,  be 
granted  to  his  Majefty,  to  be  ad- 
vanced to  the  governor  and  com- 
pany of  the  merchants  of  England 
trading  into  the  Levant  feas,  to  be 
applied  in  allifting  the  laid  company 
in  carrying  on  their  trade. 

Fehruaiy  ic)^  1781. 
Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty  thoufand  fix  hun- 
dred and  feventy-one  pounds,  twelve 
fiiillings,  and  fix  pence,  be  granted 
to  his  Majefty,  to  enable  the  com- 
miftioners  appointed  by  virtue  of  an 
act,  made  in  the  laft  feffion  of  par- 
liament, intituled,  "  An  aft  to  veft 
ceitaLji  meffuages,  lands,  tenements, 


and  hereditaments,  in  truftees,  for 
better  lecuring  his  Majefty's  docks, 
fhips,  and  ftores,  at  Chatham,"  to 
make  compenfatiou  to  the  proprie- 
tors of  fuch  lands  and  hereditaments, 
at  and  near  Chatham,  as  have  been 
purchafed  for  the  purpofes  men- 
tioned in  thefaid  aft. 

Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  ex- 
ceeding thirteen  thoufand  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty-two  pounds  and  feven- 
teen  fliillings,  be  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jefty, to  enable  the  commiffioners 
appointed  by  virtue  of  an  aft,  made 
in  the  laft  fcffion  of  parliament,  in- 
tituled, "  an  aft  to  veft  certain  mef- 
fuage?,  lands,  tenements,  and  he- 
reditaments, in  truftees,  for  the  bet- 
ter lecuring  his  Majefty's  docks, 
Ihips,  atid  ftores,  at  Plymouth  and 
Sheernels,  and  tor  better  defending 
the  paliage  of  the  river  Thames  at 
Gravefend  and  Tilbury  Fort,"  to 
make  compenfation  to  the  proprie- 
tors of  fuch  lands  and  heredita- 
ments, at  and  near  Sheernefs  and 
Gravefend,  as  have  been  purchafed 
for  the  purpofes  mentioned  in  the 
faid  aft. 

Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred  and  forty- 
eight  pounds  and  eighteen  fhillings, 
be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  to  enable 
the  commiffioners  appointed  by  vir- 
tue of  an  aft,  made  in  the  laft  fef- 
fion of  parliament,  intituled,  "  an 
aft  to  veft  certain  meffuages,  lands, 
tenements,  and  hereditaments,  in 
truftees,  for  the  better  fecuring  his 
Majefty's  docks,  ftiips,  and  ftores, 
at  Plymouth  and  Sheernefs,  and  for 
better  defending  the  paffage  of  the 
river  Thames  at  Gravefend  and 
Tilbury  Fort,"  to  make  compen- 
fation to  the  proprietors  of  fuch 
lands  and  hereditaments,  at  and 
near  Tilbury  Fort,  as  have  been 
purchafed  for  the  purpofes  men- 
tioned in  the  faid  aft,  ahd  for 
damage 
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damar;;c    done    to    the    lands    ad- 
jacent» 

Fehruary  20,    i  781. 

Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  ex- 
ceeding fifteen  thoufand  four  hun- 
dred and  eighty-feven  pounds,  and 
feventeen  fhillings,  be  granted  to 
his  Majelly,  to  replace  the  I'kefum 
which  has  been  iffuen,  by  his  Ma 
jefty's  orders,  to  Mr.  Duncan  Camp- 
Dell,  for  the  expence  of  confining 
maintaining,  and  employing,  con- 
vifts  on  the  river  Thames. 

Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty-two  thoufand  two 
hundred  and  twenty-two  pounds, 
be  grantea  to  his  Majefty,  to  make 
good  to  his  Majefty  the  like  fum 
which  has  been  ifllied,  by  his  Ma- 
jefty's  orders,  in  purfuance  of  the 
addreffes  of  this  houfe. 

Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  ex- 
ceeding fifty-fcven  thoufand  nine 
hundred  and  ten  pounds,  and  twelve 
fhillings,  be  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jefty, to  make  good  the  like  fum 
\</hich  has  been  iffued,  by  his  Ma- 
jefty's  orders,  to  be  applied  for  the 
relief  and  benefit  of  fundry  Ame- 
rican civil  officers,  and  others,  who 
have  fufFered  on  account  of  their 
attachment  to  his  Majefty's  govern- 
ment. 

Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  ex- 
ceeding thirty  thoufand  nine  hun- 
dred and  ninety-nine  pounds,  eleven 
fliillings,  and  two  pence,  be  granted 
to  his  Majefty,  to  replace  to  the 
finking  fund  the  like  fum  paid  out 
of  the  fame,  to  make  good  the  de- 
ficiency on  the  5th  day  of  July, 
1780,  of  the  fund  eftabliflied  for 
paying  annuities  granted  by  an  a6t, 
made  in  the  thirty-firft  yc^ir  of  the 
reign  of  his  late  I>lajefty,  towards 
the  fupply  granted  for  the  fcrvice  of 
the  year  i  7^8. 

Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  ex- 
ceeding   one   hundred    iiinety-cne 


thoufand  fix  hundred  fixty-four 
pounds,  feven  fhillings,  and  two 
pence,  be  granted  to  his  Miijefty, 
to  replace  to  the  finking  fund  the 
like  fum  paid  out  of  the  fame,  to 
make  good  the  deficiency  on  the 
5th  day  of  July,  1 780,  of  the  fund 
eftabliflied  for  paying  annuities 
grmre  1  by  an  act,  made  in  the 
eighteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
prefent  Majefty,  towards  the  fupply 
granted  for  the  fervice  of  the  year 
1778. 

Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred  ninety-three 
thoufand  fix  himdred  lixty-three 
pounds,  and  one  penny  three  far- 
things, be  granted  to  his  Majefty, 
to  replace  to  the  finking  fund  the 
like  fum  paid  out  of  the  fame,  to 
make  good  the  deficiency  on  the 
5th  day  of  July,  1780,  of  the 
fund  eftablilhed  for  paying  annuities 
granted  by  an  aft  made  in  the  nine- 
teenth year  of  the  reign  of  his  pre- 
fent Majefty,  towards  the  fupply 
granted  for  the  fervice  of  the  year 
1779. 

Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  ex- 
ceeding two  hundred  twenty-two 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  forty- 
five  pounds,  four  fliillings,  and  fix 
pence,  be  granted  to  his  Majefty, 
to  replace  to  the  finking  fund  the 
like  fum  paid  out  of  the  fame,  to 
make  good  the  deficiency  on  the 
loth  day  of  Oftober,  1780,  of  the 
fund  eftabliflied  for  paying  annuities 
granted  by  an  aft,  made  in  the 
twentieth  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
prefent  Majefty,  towards  the  fupply 
granted  for  the  fervice  of  the  yei\r 
1780. 

Refolved,  That  provifion  be 
made  for  the  pay  and  cloathing  of 
the  militia,  and  for  their  fubfiftence 
during  the  time  they  fliall  be  abfent 
from  home,  on  account  of  the  an- 
nual exercife  for  the  year  1781. 

Mcirck 
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March  1,   1781. 

Uefolved,  That  the  charge  of 
the  pay  and  cloathincr  of  the  militia 
in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
England,  for  one  year,  beginning 
the  2Cth  day  of  iVlarch,  one  thou- 
fimd  leven  hundred  and  eighty-one, 
be  defrayed  out  ol  the  monies  arifing 
by  the  land-tax,  granted  for  the 
fervice  of  the  year  one  thoufaad 
feven  hundred  and  eighty-one. 
March  8,    1 78 1. 

Refolved,  That,  towards  raifing 
the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty, 
the  fum  of  twelve  millions  be  raifed 
by  annuities,  and  the  further  fum  of 
four  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand 
pounds  by  a  lottery,  in  manner  fol- 
lowing ;  that  is  to  fay, 

That  every  contributor  to  the  faid 
twelve  millions  fliall,  for  one  hun- 
dred pounds  contributed  and  paid, 
be  entitled  to  the  principal  lum  of 
one  hundred  pounds  in  annuities, 
after  the  rate  of  three  pounds  per 
Centum  ;  and  to  an  additional  prin- 
cipal fum  of  fifty  pounds  in  like  an- 
nuities, after  the  rate  of  three 
pounds  per  Centum,  and  alfo  to  a 
farther  principal  fum  of  twenty-five 
pounds  in  annuities,  after  the  rate 
of  four  pounds  per  Centum ;  the 
faid  feveral  annuities,  after  the  rate 
of  three  pounds  per  Centum,  and 
four  pounds  per  Centum,  refpec- 
tively,  to  commence  from  the  fifth 
day  of  January  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  eighty-one. 

That  the  fum  of  twelve  millions, 
to  be  contributed  as  ,aforefaid,  to- 
gether with  the  additional  capital  of 
fifty  pounds  to  every  one  hundred 
pounds  advanced  and  paid,  amount- 
ing to  fix  millions,  making  together 
in  the  whole  eighteen  millions  in 
annuities  after  the  rate  of  three 
pounds  per  centum,  be,  from  the 
time  of  their  commencement,  atided 
to,  and  made  oue  joint  ilock  with , 


the  three  pounds  per  cent,  annuities 
confolidated  by  the  ads  of  the 
twenty-fifth,  twenty-eighth,  twenty- 
ninth,  thirty-fecond,  and  thirty- 
third  of  George  the  Second,  and  by 
feveial  fubfcquent  afts,  and  charged 
upon  the  unking  tiuid,  and  fliall  be 
payable  and  trans  ferrable  at  the 
bank  of  England  at  the  fame  time, 
and  in  the  fame  manner,  and  fub- 
jedl:  to  the  like  redemption  by  par- 
liament, as  the  faid  three  pounds 
per  cent,  confolidated  annuities  are 
payable  and  transferrable  there,  and 
redeemable  by  parliament : 

That  the  annul ty,  In  rcfpcct  of 
the  faid  additiou  J  .um  or  capital  of 
twenty-five  pounds,  to  which  every 
contributor  of  one  hundred  pounds 
contributed  as  aforcfald  fliall  be  en- 
titled, making  to_,ether  in  the  whole 
three  milli'.ms,  to  carry  an  intereil: 
and  annuity,  after  the  rate  of  four 
per  cent,  (liall  be  paid  at  the  bank  of 
England  for  one  quarter  of  a  year, 
from  the  5th  day  of  January  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty- 
one,  to  the  fifth  day  of  April  follow- 
ing, and  from  that  time  fliall  be 
added  and  made  one  joint  ftock  with 
certain  annuities,  after  the  rate  of 
four  pounds  per  cent,  which  were 
confolidated  by  an  aft  of  the  laft 
feffion  of  parliament,  and  fljall  alfo 
be  charged  upon  the  finking  fund, 
and  lliall  he  payable  and  transfer- 
rable at  the  bank  of  England  at  the 
fame  time,  and  in  the  fame  manner, 
andfubjectto  the  like  redemption  by 
])arliament,  as  the  laid  confolidated 
four  pounds  per  cent,  annuities  are 
payable  and  transferrable  there,  and 
redeemable  by  parliament. 

That  every  contributor  towards 
raiting  the  faid  fnm  of  twelve  mil- 
lions fliall.  for  every  one  thoufand 
pounds  contributed,  be  entitled  to 
tour  tickets  in  a  lottery  to  conhll  of 
forty-eight  thoufand  tickets,  amount- 
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in^  to  four  hundrfd  and  eighty 
thoLifand  pounds,  upon  payment  of 
the  further  uiin  of  ten  pounds  ior 
each  ticket,  the  fiild  tour  hundred 
and  eighry  thoufand  pounds  to  be 
diilributed  into  prizes  for  the  benefit 
of  the  proprietors  of  the  fortunate 
tickets  in  the  faid  lottery,  which 
ihall  be  paid  in  money,  at  the  br.nk 
of  England,  to  fuch  proprietors 
itpon  demand,  as  foon  after  the  firlT: 
day  of  March  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  eighty  two  as  certi- 
ficates can  be  prepared,  without  any 
dedu(Mon  whatfoever. 

That  every  contributor  fhall,  on 
or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  this 
inftant  March,  make  a  depofit  of 
fifteen  pounds  per  cent,  on  fuch  fum 
as  he  or  fuc  ftiall  chufe  to  fublcribe, 
towards  railing  the  faid  fum  of 
twelve  millions,  with  the  chief  ca- 
lliier  or  cafhiers  ot  the  governor  and 
company  of  the  bank  of  England, 
and  alfo  a  depofit  of  fifteen  pounds 
per  cent,  with  the  faid  cafliier  or 
cafhiers,  in  part  of  the  monies  to  be 
contributed  towards  railing  the  faid 
fum  of  four  hundred  and  eighty 
thoufand  pounds  by  lottery,  as  a  fe- 
curity  for  making  the  future  pay- 
ments refpedtively,  on  or  before  the 
days  or  times  hereinafter  limited; 
that  is  to  fay. 

On  £,  1 2, 000,000, to  be  raifed  by 
annuities. 

j^.  10  per  cent,  on  or  before  the 
57th  day  of  April  next. 

£.  10  per  cent,  on  or  before  the 
18th  day  of  May  next. 

/".  10  per  cent,  on  or  before  the 
l^th  day  ot  June  next. 

£.10  per  cent,  on  or  before  the 
24th  day  of  July  next. 

/".  I  9  per  cent,  en  or  before  the 
2  ill  day  of  Augufl  next. 

/^.  10  per  cent,  on  or  before  the 
18th  day  of  September  next. 

jC'  10  per  cent,  ori  or  before  the 
23d  day  of  Oftobcr  next. 


jT.  10  per  cent,  on  or  before  the 
23d  day  of  November  next. 

On  the  lottery  for  ^.480,000 

£,  20  per  Cent,  on  or  before  ths 
1 1  th  day  of  May  next. 

£.2^  percent,  on  or  before  the 
lOth  day  of  July  next. 

£.  20  per  cent,  on  or  before  the 
I  ith  day  of  September  next. 

/ .  20  per  cent,  on  or  before  the 
9th  day  of  October  next. 

That  all  the  monies,  fo  to  be  re- 
ceived by  the  faid  chief  cafliier  or 
caQiiers  of  the  governor  and  com- 
pany of  the  bank  of  England,  fliali 
be  paid  into  the  receipt  of  the  ejx- 
chequer,  to  be  applied  from  rime  to 
time  to  fuch  fervices  as  fliall  then 
have  been  voted  by  this  houfe  in 
this  feilion  of  parliament. 

That  every  contributor,  who  fliall 
pay  in  the  whole  of  his  or  her  con- 
tribution money  towards  the  fum  of 
twelve  minions  to  be  contributed  as 
aforefaid  at  any  time  before  the 
twenty-fecond  day  of  Oftober  next, 
or  on  account  of  his  or  her  fliare  in 
the  faid  lottery  on  or  before  the 
tenth  day  of  September  next,  fliall 
be  allowed  an  interefl,  by  way  of 
dlfcount,  after  the  rate  of  three 
pounds  per  cent,  per  annum,  on  the 
fum  1()  compleating  his  or  her  con- 
tribution refpectively,  to  be  com- 
puted from  the  day  of  compleating 
the  fame,  to  the  twenty-third  day  of 
Novenibtr  next,  in  regard  to  the 
fum  to  be  paid  for  the  faid  annu- 
ities, and  to  the  eighth  day  of  Oc- 
tober next  in  refpedt  of  the  fum  to 
be  paid  on  account  of  tlie  faiJ  lot- 
tery ;  and  that  all  fuch  perfons  as 
ihall  make  their  full  payments  on 
the  faid  lottery  fliall  have  their 
tickets  delivered  to  them  as  foon  as 
they  can  conveniently  be  made  out* 

Relblved,      That    every    perfon 

v,ho  fhall  keep  any  office  or  place 

for  buying,  felling,  infuring,  regi- 

il:erjng, 
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fteiing-,  difpofing,  or  othcrvvife  deal- 
ing in,  any  tickets  or  chances,  or 
parts  thereof,  or  on  the  numbers  ot 
any  tickets  in  any  lottery  vvhatfo- 
cver,  or  fliall  by  writing  or  printing 
pLibl'fli  the  fetiing-up  or  uiing  Inch 
office  or  place,  (IkiU  firft  take  out  a 
licence  for  that  purpofe. 

Refolved,  That  there  n.all  be 
raifed,  levied,  and  paid,  unto  his 
Majeliy,  his  heirs  and  fucceiTors, 
the  fum  of  fifty  pounds,  for  every 
fuch  licence. 

Refolved,  That  the  monies,  to 
avife  b}'  the  faid  duties,  fhall  be  ap- 
plied towards  defraying  the  expences 
attending  the  commiffion  to  bc'  made 
forth,  for  managing,  directing,  and 
drawing,  fuch  lottery. 

Refolved,      That     the    fum    of 
eighteen    millions     nine     hundred 
cighty-lix  thoufand  and  three  hun- 
dred pounds,  remaining uni"iibfcribed 
of  the  fum  of  twenty  millions  two 
htmdred  and  forty  thoufand  pounds, 
in  four  pounds  per  cent,  annuities, 
made  one  joint  ftock  by  an  ae't  of  the 
fecond  year  of  his  prefent  Majefty's 
reign,  which  flood  reduced  to  three 
pounds  per  cent,  per  annum,  from 
the  fifth  day  of  January,  one  thou- 
fand feven  hundred  and  eighty-one, 
be,  with  the  confcnt  of  the  feveral 
proprietors,    from  the  fifth  day  of 
April,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  eighty-one,  added  to,  and  made 
one  joint  ftock  with,  certain  three 
pounds  per  cent,  annuities  confoli- 
dated  by  the  afts  of  the  twenty-fifth 
and  twenty-fixth  years  of  his  late 
Majefty,  and  an  ait  of  the  fifth  year 
of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty  ; 
and  that  the  charges  and  expences, 
payable  in  refpeft  of  the  fame,  fliall 
continue  to  be  paid  and  payable  out 
of  the  finking  fund,  until  redemp- 
tion  by  parliament,    in    the    fame 
manner,   and  at  the  fame  time,  as 
the  lail-raanaoned  annuities  aye  paid 


and  payable ;  and  that  fuch  perfon?, 
who  Ihall  not,  on  or  before  the 
twentieth  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
fand feven  hundred  and  eighty-one, 
fignify  their  diilent  in  books  to  bo 
opened  at  the  b.mk  for  that  purpofe, 
ii;all  be  deemed  and  taken  to  aUent 
thereto. 

March  15,  1781. 
Refolved,  That,  towards  raifit^g 
the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majeliy, 
an  additional  duty  or  charge  of  five 
pounds  per  cent,  bc  laid  upon  the 
produce  and  amount  of  the  (everal 
duties  and  revenues  under  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  refpedive  commif- 
fioners  of  excife  in  Great  Britain 
(except  on  the  produce  of  the  duties 
on  malt,  beer,  foap,  candles,  and 
leather;  the  faid  additional  dutv  of" 
five  pounds  per  cent,  to  be  charo-ed, 
coUefted,  paid,  and  drawn  back, 
under  the  fame  rules  and  regulations, 
and  in  the  fame  manner  and  form, 
as  the  prefent  duties  of  excife  are 
now  chai-ged,  collcded,  paid,  and 
drawn  back. 

Refolved,  That  all  difcounts  or 
abatements  (which,  by  virtue  of  the 
feventeenth  rule  annexed  to  the 
book  of  rates,  made  in  the  twelfth 
year  of  the  reign  of  king  Charles 
the  Second,  or  of  any  other  adi  of 
parliament,  are  made  in  the  compu- 
tation of  the  fubfidies,  impofts,  and 
other  duties  of  cuftoins  in  Great 
Britain,  or  for  prompt  payment) 
fliall  ceafe,  determine,  and  be  no 
longer  made  or  allow'ed  out  of  the 
faid  duties  on  entries,  except  the  al- 
lowances to  the  Eaft  India  com- 
pany, for  charges  of  fale  and  prompt 
payment,  provided  that  the  duties, 
on  unrated  Eaft  India  goods,  fold 
at  their  fales,  be  paid  within  three 
months  from  the  termination  of  each 
fale  rcfpedtivcly  ;  that  is  to  fay,  that 
the  duties  on  the  March  fale  fliall 
be  paid  on  or  before  the  firil  day  o£ 
December 
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December  following,  and  the  duties 
on  the  September  fale  on  or  before 
the  firll  day  of  June  following,  I'uch 
fales ;  and  except  the  ufual  di (count 
on  bonds  for  tobacco  warehoufcd, 
for  the  time  they  have  to  run  when 
they  are  paid  off  before  they  are 
duCj  and  except  the  ufual  allow- 
ances for  leakage  on  wine. 

Refolved,  That  the  five  pounds 
per  cent,  additional  duty,  or  im- 
poft,  granted  by  an  aft  of  the  nine- 
teenth of  his  prefent  Majelty,  or 
by  any  fubfequcnt  aft,  fliall  be  laid, 
computed,  and  received,  upon  the 
grofs  duties  which  fliall  accrue,  and 
become  due  and  payable,  when  fuch 
difcounts  or  abatements  fliall  ceafc, 
determine,  and  be  no  longer  al- 
lowed or  made, 

Refolved,  That  lb  much  of  the 
feveral  a6ls  of  parliament  as  relate 
to  the  importer  giving  bond,  with 
one  or  more  fecurities,  for  the  du- 
ties on  tobacco,  be  repealed  ;  and 
that,  when  the  duties  on  tobacco 
are  paid  down  at  the  time  of  entry, 
tJie  import  of  five  pounds  per  cent, 
granted  by  an  aft  of  the  nineteenth 
of  his  prefent  Majefty,  fhall  not  be 
coUefted  on  fuch  duties  fo  paid 
down  ;  but  if  the  tobacco  fhall  be 
warehoufed,  and  bond  given  for  the 
duties,  purfuant  to  an  aft  of  the 
twelfth  of  queen  Anne,  or  any 
other  aft  of  parliament,  then  there 
fhall  be  taken  ten  pounds  per  cent, 
inftead  of  five  pounds  per  cent,  for 
the  impoif,  granted  by  the  faid  aft 
of  the  nineteenth  of  his  prefent  Ma- 
jefty, on  the  grofs  duties. 

Refolved,  That,  towards  raifmg 
the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majeily, 
an  additional  duty  of  one  penny 
and  three  farthings  per  pound 
weight  be  laid  upon  all  tobacco  im- 
ported into  Great  Britain. 

Refolved,  That,  towards  railing 
^c  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty, 


an  additional  duty  of  four  fliillings 
and  eight  pence  per  hundred  weij;htj 
containing  one  hundred  aud  tvvelve 
pounds,  be  laid  upon  .dl  fugars  im- 
ported into  Great  Briram,  and  fo 
in  proportion  tor  any  gre  iter  or  lefs 
quantity. 

Refolved,  That,  towards  raifing 
the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty, 
the  faid  additional  duties  Ihall  be 
fubjeft  and  liable  to  the  payment  of 
the  duty  or  charge  ot  five  pounds 
percent,  laid  upon  the  produce  and 
amount  of  the  feveral  duties  under 
the  management  of  the  refpcftive 
commiflioners  of  the  cuftoms  and 
excife,  by  an  aft  made  in  the  nine- 
teenth year  of  the  reign  of  his  pre- 
fent Majefty. 

March  20,   1 78 1. 

Refolved,  That  the  feveral  rates 
and  duties  upon  paper,  millboards, 
pafteboards,  and  fcaleboards,  made 
in  Great  Britain  (except  fo  much 
as  are  impofed  upon  paper  to  be 
printed,  painted,  or  ftair.ed,  in 
Great  Britain,  to  ferve  for  hangings 
and  other  ufes)  do  ceafe,  determine, 
and  be  no  longer  paid,  ' 

Refolved,  That  a  duty  of  nine 
flfdlings  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all 
paper  made  in  Great  Britain  for 
writing,  called  Imperial,  of  the  va- 
lue of  two  pounds  eleven  fliillings 
per  ream  and  upwards,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding the  dimenfions  of  twenty- 
two  inches  by  thirty  inches  and  a 
quarter. 

Refolved,  That  a  duty  of  fix 
fliillings  and  nine  pence  per  ream  be 
laid  upon  all  paper  made  in  Great 
Britain  for  writing,  called  fupcr- 
royal,  of  the  value  of  one  pound 
eighteen  fliillings  per  ream  and  up- 
wards, and  not  exceeding  the  di- 
menfions of  nineteen  inches  and  a 
quarter  by  twenty-feven  inches  and 
a  half. 

Refolved, 
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Refolved,  That  a  duty  of  five 
fliillings  per  reani  be  laid  upon  all 
paper  made  in  Great  Britain  for 
writing,  calir.  .'loyal,  of  the  value 
of  one  pound  mne  ibillings  per  ream 
and  upwards,  and  not  exceeding 
the  dimenfions  of  nineteen  inches 
and  a  quarter  by  twenty-four 
inches. 

That  a  duty  of  four  fliillings  per 
ream  be  laid  upon  all  paper  made  in 
Great  Britain  for  writing^  called 
Medium,  of  the  value  of  one  pound 
two  fliillings  and  fix  pence  per  ream 
and  upwards,  and  not  exceeding 
the  dimenfions  of  feventeen  inches 
and  a  half  by  twenty -tw"o  inches  and 
a  half. 

That  a  duty  of  two  fliillings  and 
nine  pence  per  ream  be  laid  upon 
all  paper  made  in  Great  Britain  for 
writing,  called  Demy,  of  the  value 
of  fixteen  fliillings  per  ream  and  up- 
wards, and  not  exceeding  the  di- 
menfions of  fifteen  inches  and  a  half 
by  twenty  inches. 

That  a  duty  of  two  fliillings  and 
three  pence  per  ream  be  laid  upon 
all  pnper  made  in  Great  Britain  for 
writing,  called  Thick  Poll,  of  the 
value  of  thirteen  fliillings  per  ream 
and  upwards,  and  not  exceeding  the 
dimenfions  of  fifteen  inches  and  a 
quarter  by  nineteen  inches  and  a 
t     half. 

'  That  a  duty  of  one  fhilling  and. 
nine  pence  per  ream  be  laid  upon 

j  all  paper  made  in  Great  Britain  for 
writing,  called  Thin  Poll,  ol  the 
value  of  ten  fliillings  per  ream  and 
upwards,  and  not  exceeding  the  di- 
menfions of  fifteen  inches  and  a 
quarter  by  nineteen  inches  and  a 
half. 

That  a  duty  of  one  fliilling  and 
three  pence  per  ream  be  laid  upon 
all  paper  made  in  Great  Britain  for 
writing,  called  Small  Poft,  of  the 
value  of  feven  fliillings  and  fix 
1781. 


pence  per  ream  and  upwards,  and 
not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of 
thirteen  inches  and  a  half  by  fixteen 
inches  and  a  half. 

That  a  duty  of  one  fliilling  and 
fix  pence  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all 
paper  made  in  Great  Britain  for 
writing,  called  Fools  Cap,  of  the 
value  of  nine  {hillings  per  ream  and 
upwards,  and  not  exceeding  the  di- 
menfions of  thirteen  inches  and  a 
half  by  fixteen  inches  and  three 
quarters. 

That  a  duty  of  one  fhilling  per 
ream  be  laid  upon  all  paper  made  in 
Great  Britain  for  writing,  called 
Pott,  of  the  value  of  fix  fliillinga 
per  ream  and  upwards,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding the  dimenfions  of  twelve 
inches  and  a  half  by  fifteen  inches 
and  a  half. 

That  a  duty  of  one  pound  ten 
fliillings  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all 
paper  made  in  Great  Britain  for 
writing  or  copper-plate  printing, 
called  Double  Atlas,  of  the  value  of 
fifteen  pounds  per  ream  and  upwards, 
and  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  o£ 
fifty-five  inches  by  thirty-one  inches 
and  a  half. 

That  a  duty  of  one  flililing  and 
nine  pence  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all 
paper  made  in  Great  Britain  for 
writing  or  copper-plate  printing, 
called  Demy,  of  the  value  of  twelve 
fliillings  per  ream  and  upwards,  and 
not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of 
fifteen  inches  and  a  half  by  twenty 
inches. 

That  a  duty  of  one  fliilling  per 
ream  be  laid  upon  all  paper  made  in 
Great  Britain  for  writing  or  copper- 
plate printing,  called  Copy  or  Ba- 
llard, of  the  value  of  feven  fliillings 
and  fix  pence  per  ream  and  up- 
wards, and  not  exceeding  the  di- 
menfions of  fixteen  inches  by  twenty 
inches  and  a  quarter. 

That   a  duty  of  ten  pence   per 
(O)  ream 
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ream  be  laid  upon  all  paper  made  in 
Great  Britain  tor  writing  or  cojTper- 
plate  printing,  called  Fools  Cap,  of 
the  value  of  iix  fhillings  per  ream 
and  upwards,  and  not  exceeding 
the  dimcnfions  of  thirteen  inches 
and  a  half  by  lixtcen  inches  and 
three  quarters. 

That  a  duty  of  ten  pence  per 
ream  be  laid  upon  all  paper  made 
an  Great  Britain  for  writing  or 
copper-plate  printing,  called  Littris 
fools  Caj),  of  the  value  of  fix 
ftiililngs  per  ream  and  upwards, 
and  not  exceeding  the  diinenfions  of 
thirteen  inches  and  a  half  by  fcven- 
teen  inches  and  a  half. 

That  a  duty  of  eight  pence  per 
ream  be  laid  upon  all  paper  made  in 
Great  Britain  for  writing  or  coppei- 
platc  printing,  called  Pott,  of  the 
Talue  of  four  {hillings  per  ream  and 
upwards,  and  not  exceeding  the  di- 
menfions  of  twelve  inches  and  a  half 
by  fifteen  inches  and  a  half. 

That  a  duty  of  eleven  fliillings 
per  ream  be  laid  upon  all  paper  made 
in  Great  Britain  for  writing  or  cop- 
per-plate printing,  called  Grand 
Eagle  or  Double  Elephant,  of  th? 
Talue  of  four  pounds  per  ream  and 
^ipwards,  and  not  exceeding  the  di- 
mcnfions of  twenty -fix  inches  and 
three  quarters  by  forty  inches. 

That  u  duty  of  leven  fliillings 
per  ream  be  laid  upon  all  paper 
made  in  Great  Britain  for  writing  ojc 
copper-plate  printing,  called  Co- 
lombier,  of  the  value  of  two  pounds 
and  ten  fliillings  per  ream  and  up- 
wards, and  not  exceeding  the  di- 
mcnfions of  twenty-three  inches 
and  a  half  by  thirty-four  inches 
^nd  a  half. 

That  a  duty  of  ten  fliillings  per 
ream  be  laid  upon  all  paper  made 
in  Great  Britain  for  writing  or 
copper-plate  printing,  called  Atlas, 
'«t  the  value  of  three  pounds  per 
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ream  and  upwards,  and  not  ex-- 
ceeding  the  dimcnlions  of  twenty- 
fix  inches  and  a  quarter  by  thirty- 
four  inches.  '. 

That  a  duty  of  fix  fliillings  and 
fix  pence  per  ream  l>e  laid  upon  all 
paper  made  in  Great  Britain  for 
writing  or  copper -plate  printing, 
called  Atlas,  of  the  value  of  twa 
pounds  per  ream  and  upwards,  and 
not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of 
twenty-fix  inches  and  a  quarter  by 
thirty-four  inches. 

That  a  duty  of  five  fhillings  per 
ream  be  laid  upon  all  paper  made  io 
Great  Britain  tor  writing  or  copper- 
plate printing,  called  Small  Atlas, 
ot  the  value  of  one  pound  and  ten 
fhillings  per  ream  and  upwards,  a 
not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of 
twenty -five  inches  by  thirty -one 
inches, 

_  That  a  duty  of  four  fliillings  and 
nine  pence  per  ream  be  laid  upon 
all  paper  made  in  Great  Britain  for 
writing  or  copper-plate  printing, 
called  Imperial,  of  the  value  of  one 
pound  and  ten  fhillings  per  ream 
aqd  upwards,  and  not  exceeding  the 
dimenfions  of  twenty-two  inches  by 
thirty  inches  and  a  quarter. 

That  a  duty  of  three  fliillings  and 
fix  pence  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all 
paper  made  in  Great  Britain  for 
writing  or  copper -plate  printing, 
called  Super  Royal,  of  the  value  of 
one  pound  and  five  fhillings  per 
ream  and  upwards,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding the  dimenfions  of  nineteen 
inches  and  a  quarter  by  twenty- 
feven  inches  and  a  half. 

That  a  duty  of  three  fliillings  per 
ream  be  laid  upon  all  paper  made  in 
Great  Britain  for  writing  or  copper- 
plate printing,  called  Long  Royal, 
of  the  value  of  one  pound  per  ream 
aiid  upwards,  and  not  exceeding  the 
dimenfions  of  twenty  feven  inches 
and  a  halt   by  eighteen  inches. 

Thar. 
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That  a  duty  of  two  fhillings 
and  fix  pence  per  ream  be  laid 
upon  all  ptiper  made  in  Great 
Britain  for  writing  or  copper-plate 
printing,  called  Royal,  of  the  va- 
lue of  eighteen  fliillings  per  ream 
and  upwards,  and  not  exceeding  the 
dimenlions  ot  nineteen  inches  and  a 
quarter  by  twenty-four  inches. 

That  a  duty  of  one  fliilling  and 
nine  pence  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all 
paper  made  in  Great  Britain  for 
writing  or  copper -plate  printing, 
called  Demy,  of  the  value  of  thirteen 
fhillings  per  ream  and  upwards,  and 
not  exceeding  the  dimenlions  of  fe- 
venteen  inchesby  twenty-tvvoinches. 

That  a  duty  of  one  fliilling  and 
three  pence  per  ream  be  laid  upon 
all  paper  made  in  Great  Britain  for 
writing  or  copper-plate  printing, 
called  Short  Demy,  or  Crowns,  of 
the  value  of  nine  (hillings  per  ream 
and  upwards,  and  not  exceeding  the 
dimenlions  of  fourteen  inches  by 
twenty  inches  and  a  quarter,  or  of 
fifteen  inches  by  twenty  inches. 

That  a  duty  of  two  fliillings  per 
ream  be  laid  upon  all  paper  made  in 
Great  Britain  for  writing  or  copper- 
plate printing,  called  Large  Fan,  of 
the  value  of  fourteen  fhillings  per 
ream  and  upwards,  and  not  exceed- 
ing the  dimenlions  of  twenty-three 
inches  and  a  half  by  twenty  inches 
and  a  half. 

That  a  duty  of  one  fliilling  and 
fix  pence  per  ream  be  laid  vipon  all 
paper  made  in  Great  Britain  for 
writing  or  copper -plate  printing, 
called  Small  Fan,  of  the  value  of 
eleven  fhillings  per  ream  and  up- 
wards, and  not  exceeding  the  di- 
menfions  of  twenty-two  inches  and 
a  quarter  by  thirteen  inches  and  a 
quarter. 

That  a  duty  of  two  fhillings  and 
three  pence  per  ream  be  laid  upon 
all  paper  made  in  Great  Britain  for 


writing  or  copper -plate  printing, 
called  Elephant,  of  the  value  of 
fifteen  fliillings  per  ream  and  up- 
wards, and  not  exceeding  the  di- 
menfions  of  twenty-three  inches  by 
twenty-eight  inches. 

That  a  duty  of  two  fliillings  per 
ream  be  laid  upon  all  paper  made  in 
Great  Britain  for  bank  or  bankers 
bills,  or  notes,  allowing  two  bills, 
or  notes,  in  each  flieet,  and  fo  ia 
proportion  for  a  greater  or  lefs  num- 
ber of  bills,  or  notes,  in  each  flieet. 

That  a  duty  of  five  fliillings  and 
fix  pence  per  bundle  be  laid  upon  all 
paper  made  in  Great  Britain  for 
printing,  called  Double  Demy,  of 
the  value  of  one  pound  and  eighteen 
fliillings  per  bundle  and  upwards, 
and  not  exceeding  the  dimeufions  of 
twenty-fix  inches  by  thirty-eight 
inches  and  a  half. 

That  a  duty  of  three  fliillings  and 
fix  pence  per  bundle  be  laid  upon 
all  paper  made  in  Great  Britain  for 
printing,  called  Royal,  of  the  value 
of  one  pound  and  four  fliillings  per 
bundle  and  upwards,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding the  dimenfions  of  nineteen 
inches  and  a  half  by  twenty-four 
inches  and  a  quarter,  or  ot  twenty 
inches  by  twenty-fix  inches. 

That  a  duty  of  two  fhillings  per 
bundle  be  laid  upon  all  paper  made 
in  Great  Britain  for  printing,  called 
Royal  Inferior,  of  the  value  of 
fourteen  fliillings  per  bundle  and 
upwards,  and  not  exceeding  the  di- 
menfions of  nineteen  inches  and  a 
half  by  twenty-four  inches  and  a 
quarter. 

That  a  duty  of  two  fiillHngs  and 
nine  pence  per  bundle  be  laid  upon 
all  paper  made  in  Great  Britain  for 
printing,  called  Medium,  of  the 
value  of  one  pound  per  bundle  and 
upwards,  and  not  exceeding  the  di- 
menfions of  eighteen  inches  by 
twenty-three  inches, 

(O's)  That 
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That  a  duty  of  two  fluUings  and 
fix  pence  per  bundle  be  laid  upon 
all  papei'  made  in  Great  Britain  tor 
printing,  called  Demy  Single,  of 
the  value  of  leventeen  fliillings  per 
bundle  and  upwards,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding" the  dimenlions  of  fcventeen 
inches  and  a  half  by  twenty-two 
inches,  or  of  nineteen  inches  by 
twenty  inches  and  a  half. 

That  a  duty  of  one  fliilling  and 
fix  pence  per  bundle  be  laid  upon 
all  paper  made  in  Great  Britain  for 
printing,  called  Demy  Inferior,  of 
the  value  of  ten  fliillings  per  bundle 
and  upwards,  and  not  exceeding 
the  dimenlions  ot  feventeen  inches 
and  a  half  by  twenty-two  inches. 

That  a  duty  of  two  fliillings  and 
tour  pence  per  bundle  be  laid  upon 
all  paper  made  in  Great  Britain  for 
printing,  called  Double  Crown,  of 
the  value  of  leventeen  fliillings  per 
bundle  and  upwards,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding the  dimenlions  of  twenty- 
inches  by  thirty  inches. 

That  a  duty  of  one  fliilling  and 
nine  pence  per  bundle  be  laid  upon 
all  paper  made  in  Great  Britain  tor 
printing,  called  Double  Crown  In- 
ferior, of  the  value  of  twelve  fliil- 
lings per  bundle  and  upwards,  and 
not  exceeding  the  dimenlions  of 
twenty-inches  by  thirty  inches. 

That  a  duty  of  two  fliillings  per 
bundle  be  laid  upon  all  paper  made 
in  Great  Britain  f«r  printing,  called 
Single  Crown,  of  the  value  of  thir- 
teen fliillings  per  bundle  and  up- 
wards, and  not  exceeding  the  di- 
menfions  of  fifteen  inches  by  twenty 
inches. 

That  a  duty  of  one  fliilling  and 
three  pence  per  bundle  be  laid  upon 
ail  paper  made  in  Great  Britain  for 
priming,  called  Single  Crown  In- 
feiior,  of  the  value  of  eight  fliil- 
lings per  bundle  and  upwards,  and 
not  exceeding  the  dimenlions  of 
fifteen  inches  by  twenty  i;:ches. 


That  a  duty  of  one  fliilling  anfl 
three  pence  per  bundle  be  laid  upon 
all  paper  made  in  Great  Britain  for 
printing,  called  Demy  Tifliie,  of 
the  value  of  tight  fliillings  per 
bundle  and  upwards,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding the  dimenfions  of  feventeen 
inches  and  a  half  by  twenty-two 
inches. 

That  a  duty  of  ten  pence  per 
bundle  be  laid  upon  all  paper  made 
in  Great  Britain  for  printing,  called 
Crown  Tifllie,  of  the  value  of  five 
fliillings  per  bundle  and  upwards, 
and  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of 
fifteen  inches  by  twenty  inches. 

That  a  duty  of  one  fliilling  and 
fix  pence  per  bundle  be  laid  upon 
all  paper  made  in  Great  Britain  for 
printing,  called  Double  Pott,  of  the 
value  of  nine  fliillings  per  bundle 
and  vipwards,  and  not  exceeding  the 
dimenfions  of  feventeen  inches  by 
twenty-five  inches  and  a  half. 

That  a  duty  of  one  flnlling  and 
nine  pence  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all 
paper  made  in  Great  Britain,  called 
Cartridge,  not  exceeding  the  di- 
menfions of  twenty-one  inches  by 
twenty-fix  inches. 

That  a  duty  of  two  fliillings  per 
ream  be  laid  upon  all  pnper  made  in 
•Great  Britain,  called  Square  Car- 
tridge, not  exceeding  the  dimen- 
fions of  twenty-four  inches  and  a 
half  by  twenty-five  inches  and  a 
half. 

That  a  duty  of  one  fliilling  and 
fix  pence  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all 
paper  made  in  Great  Britain,  called 
Cartridge,  not  exceeding  the  di- 
menfions of  nineteen  inches  and  a 
quarter  by  twenty-four  inches. 

That  a  duty  of  one  fliilling  and 
three  pence  per  ream  be  laid  upon 
all  paper  made  in  Great  Britain, 
called  Elephant  Common,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  dimenfions  ot  twenty- 
three  inches  by  twenty-eight  inches. 

That 
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That  a  duty  of  two  fliilllngs 
per  ream  be  laid  upon  all  paper 
made  in  Great  Britain,  called  Su- 
gar Blue,  not  exceeding  the  di- 
jTienfions  of  twenty-one  inches  and 
a  half  by  thirry-three  inches. 

That  a  duty  of  one  fliilling  and 
fix  pence  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all 
paper  made  in  Great  Brirain,  called 
Sugar  Blue  Smaller  Size,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  dimenfions  of  eighteen 
inches  and  three  quarters  by  twenty- 
feven  inches. 

That  a  duty  of  one  (hilling  and 
three  pence  per  ream  be  laid  upon 
all  paper  made  in  Great  Britain, 
called  Sugar  Blue  Demy  Size,  not 
exceeding- the  dimenfions  of  feven- 
teen  inches  and  a  half  by  twenty- 
two  inches. 

That  a  duty  of  one  fliilling  and 
three  pence  per  ream  be  laid  upon 
aPl  paper  made  in  Great  Britain, 
called  Sugar  Blue  Crown  Size,  not 
exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  fifteen 
inches  by  twenty  inches. 

That  a  duty  of  one  fliilling  per 
ream  be  laid  upon  all  paper  made  in 
Great  Britain,  called  Purple  Royal, 
not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of 
nineteen  inches  and  a  half  by 
twenty-four  inches  and  a  quarter. 

'I'hat  a  duty  of  one  fliilling  and 
fix  pence  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all 
paper  made  in  Great  Britain,  called 
Blue  Elephant,  not  exceeding  the 
dimenfions  of  twenty-three  inches 
by  twenty-eight  inches. 

That  a  duty  of  two  fliillings  per 
bundle  be  laid  upon  all  paper  made 
in  Great  Britain,  called  Blue  Royal, 
not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of 
nineteen  inches  and  a  half  by 
twenty  four  inches  and  a  quarter. 

That  a  duty  of  one  fliilling  and 
three  pence  per  bundle  be  laid  upon 
all  paper  made  in  Great  Britain, 
called  Blue  Demy  and  Blolfom,  not 
exceeding    the    dimenlious   of    fe. 


venteen   inches   by   twenty-two  in 
ches. 

That  a  duty  of  nine  pence  per 
bundle  be  laid  upon  all  paper  made 
in  Great  Britain,  called  Blue  Crown 
Single,  not  exceeding  the  dimen- 
fions of  fifteen  inches  by  twenty 
inches. 

That  a  duty  of  ten  pence  per 
ream  be  laid  upon  all  whited  brown 
paper  made  in  Great  Britain,  called 
Royal  Hand  Thick,  not  exceeding 
the  dimenfions  of  twenty-four  in- 
ches by  nineteen  inches  and  a  quar- 
ter. 

That  a  duty  of  one  fliilling  per 
bundle  be  laid  upon  all  whited 
brown  paper  made  in  Great  Britain, 
called  Royal  Hand,  not  exceeding 
the  dimenfions  of  twenty-four  in- 
ches by  nineteen  inches  and  a 
quarter. 

That  a  duty  of  one  fliilling  per 
bundle  be  laid  upcjn  all  whited 
brown  paper  made  in  Great  Britain, 
called  Lumber  Hand,  not  exceeding 
the  dimenfions  of  twenty-three  in- 
ches by  eighteen  inches. 

That  a  duty  of  nine  pence  per 
bundle  be  laid  upon  all  whited 
brown  paper  made  in  Great  Britain, 
called  Double  Two  Pound,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  dimenfions  of  twenty- 
four  inches  by  fixteen  inches. 

That  a  duty  of  four  pence  per 
bundle  be  laid  upon  all  whited 
brown  paper  made  in  Great  Britain, 
called  Single  Two  Pound,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  dimenfions  of  fixteen 
inches  by  eleven  inches. 

That  a  duty  of  one  flulling  and 
fix  pence  per  bundle  be  laid  upon 
all  whited  brown  paper  made  in 
Great  Britain,  called  Middle  Hand 
Double,  not  exceeding  the  dimen- 
fions of  thirty -three  inches  by 
twenty-one  inches. 

That  a  duty  of  nine  pence  per 
bundle   be   laid    upon    all   whited 
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paper  made  in  Great  Britain,  called 
Middle  Hand,  not  exceeding  the 
dimcufions  of  twenty-two  inches  by 
fixteen  inches. 

That  a  duty  of  one  fliilling  per 
bundle  belaid  upon  all  whited brown 
paper  made  in  Great  Britain,  called 
Small  Hand  Dovible,  not  exceeding 
the  dlmenfions  of  thirty-two  inches 
by  twenty  inches. 

That  a  duty  of  fix  pence  per 
bundle  be  laid  upon  all  whited 
brown  paper  made  in  Great  Britain, 
called  Small  Hand,  not  exceeding 
the  dimenfions  of  nineteen  inches 
and  three  quarters  by  lixteen  in- 
ches. 

That  a  duty  of  four  pence  per 
bundle  be  laid  upon  all  whited 
brown  paper  made  in  Great  Britain, 
called  Couples  Pound  and  Half 
Pound,  not  exceeding  the  dimen- 
sions of  twelve  inches  by  ten  in- 
ches, and  of  nine  inches  by  feven 
inches  and  a  half. 

That  a  duty  of  one  fliilling  per 
ream  be  laid  upon  all  brown  paper 
made  in  Great  Britain,  called  Im- 
perial Cap,  not  exceeding  the  di- 
menfions of  twenty-nine  inches  by 
twenty -two  inches. 

That  a  duty  of  nine  pence  per 
ream  be  laid  upon  all  brown  paper 
made  in  Great  Britain,  called  Havon 
Cap,  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions 
of  twenty-four  inches  by  twenty 
inches. 

That  a  duty  of  eight  pence  per 
ream  be  laid  upon  all  brown  paper 
made  in  Great  Britain,  called  Bag 
Cap,  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions 
of  twenty-three  inches  and  a  half 
by  nineteen  inches. 

That  a  duty  of  fix  pence  per 
ream  be  laid  upon  all  brown  paper 
made  in  Great  Britain,  called  Ken- 
tifli  Cap,  not  exceeding  the  dimen- 
fions of  twenty -one  inches  by 
eighteen  inches. 


That  a  duty  of  fix  pence  per 
ream  be  laid  upon  all  brown  paper 
made  in  Great  Britain,  called  Four 
Pounds,  not  exceeding  the  dimen- 
fions of  twenty  inches  by  lixteen 
inches. 

That  a  duty  of  four  pence  per 
ream  be  laid  upon  all  brown  paper 
made  in  Great  Britain,  called  Small 
Cap,  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions 
of  twenty-inches  by  fitteen  inches. 

That  a  duty  of  one  fliilling  per 
ream  be  laid  upon  all  brown  paper 
made  in  Great  Britain,  called  Dou- 
ble Four  Pounds,  not  .exceeding 
the  dimenfions  of  thirty-three  in- 
ches by  twenty  inches. 

That  a  duty  of  fix  pence  per 
bundle  be  laid  upon  all  brown  pa- 
per made  in  Great  Britain,  called 
Single  Tv/o  Pounds,  not  exceeding 
the  dimenfions  of  fixteen  inches  by 
eleven  inches. 

That  a  duty  of  four  pence  per 
bundle  be  laid  upon  all  brown  pa- 
per made  in  Great  Britain,  called 
Couples  Pound  and  Half  Pound, 
not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of 
twelve  inches  by  ten  inches,  and  of 
nine  inches  by  feven  inches  and  a 
half. 

■  That  a  duty  of  four  flullings  and 
fix  pence  per  hundred  weight  be 
laid  upon  all  pafteboard,  millboard, 
Icaleboard,  and  glazed  paper,  made 
in  Great  Britain,  for  clothiers  and 
hot-prefiers. 

That  an  additional  duty,  or 
charge,  of  ten  pounds  per  cent,  be 
laid  upon  the  produce  and  amount 
of  the  faid  feveral  duties  upon  paper, 
millboards,  palteboards,  and  fcale- 
boards. 

That  the  faid  duties  upon  paper, 
millboards,  paflcboards,  and  fcale- 
boards,  made  or  imported  into 
Great  Britain,  be  applied  to  the 
fiime  ufes  and  purpofes  as  the 
former  duties  upon  paper,  mill- 
boards, 
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tK)aic]s,  pafteboards,  and  fcaleboards, 
wcie  applicable. 

Jpril  (),    1 78 1. 

Refolved,  That  an  additional 
tluty  of  two  pence  be  charged  upon 
every  ahnandck.  or  calendar  tor  one 
particular  year,  or  for  any  time  lefs 
tlum  a  year,  printed  on  one  iide 
only  of  any  one  flieet  or  piece  of 
paper. 

That,  for  every  almanack  or  ca- 
lendar made  to  ferve  for  feveral 
jears,  the  faid  additional  duty  be 
charged  for  every  fuch  year,  nojc 
exceeding  three  years. 

Jfr'd  12,   1781. 

Refolved,  That,  towards  raifing 
the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majeily, 
there  be  iffued  and  applied  ihe  fum 
of  itvtn  hundred  fifty- feven  thou- 
fand  and  eighty-feven  pounds,  fe- 
venceen  fliillings,  and  ten  pence,  re- 
jTiaining  in  the  receipt  ot  the  exchc' 
queronthe  5th  day  of  April,  1781, 
for  the  difpofition  of  parliament,  ot 
the  monies  which  had  then  arifen  of 
the  furplufles,  exceffes,  overplus  mo- 
nies, and  other  revenues,  compofing 
the  fund,  commonly  called  the 
Sinking  Fund. 

That,  towards  raifi«g  the  fupply 
granted  to  his  Majefty,  there  be  if- 
fued and  applied  the  fum  of  twenty- 
three  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
eight  pounds,  eleven  fliillings,  and 
ten  pence  halfpenny,  remaining  in 
the  receipt  of  the  exchequer  on  the 
5  th  day  of  April,  1781,  of  the 
two  fevenths  excife  granted  by  an 
adt  of  parliament  of  the  fifth  and 
iixth  years  of  the  reign  of  their  late 
majelties  king  William  and  queen 
Mary,  after  fatisfying  the  feveral 
charges  and  incumbrances  there- 
upon for  the  half  year  then  ended. 

That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply 
j;ranted  to  his  Majefty,  there  be  if- 


fued and  applied  the  fum  of  forty 
thoufand  pounds,  remaining  in  the 
receipt  of  the  exchequer  on  the  fifth 
day  of  April,  1781,  of  the  duties 
on  iwines,  granted  by  an  aft  of  the 
eighteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
late  Majeily,  for  paying  annuities 
on  fingle  lives,  purfuant  to  the  faid 
act,  alter  relerving  fufticient  to  fa- 
tisty  the  feveral  annuities  to  the 
filth  day  of  January,    17B1. 

That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply 
granted  to  his  Majefty,  there  be  if- 
fued and  applied  the  fum  of  fifty-fix 
thoufand  pounds,  remaining  in  the 
receipt  of  the  exchequer  on  the 
5th  day  of  April,  1781,  of  the  du- 
ties on  glafi,  for  paying  annuities 
on  lives,  granted  by  an  aft  of  the 
nineteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
late  Majefty,  after  referving  fuffi- 
citnt  to  fatisfy  the  feveral  annuities 
to  the  5th  day  of  January,  1781. 

That  the  fum  of  one  million 
nine  hundred  thoufand  pounds  be 
granted  to  his  Majefty,  for  paying 
oft"  and  difcharging  the  exchequer 
bills,  made  out  by  virtue  of  an 
aft,  pafl^ed  in  the  laft  feluon  of  par- 
liament, intituled,  ••'  An  aft  for 
raifing  a  farther  fum  of  money,  by 
loans  or  exchequer  bills,  for  the 
fervice  of  the  year  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  eighty,"  and 
charged  upon  the  fir  ft  aids  to  be 
granted  in  this  feffion  ot  parliament. 

That  a  lum,  not  exceeding  eight 
thoufand  five  hundred  and  fifty-one 
pounds,  eight  fliillings,  and  eight 
pence  three  farthings,  be  granted 
to  his  Majeily,  to  make  good  the 
deficiency  of  the  grants  for  the  fer- 
vice of  the  year  1780. 

May  I,   178^1. 
Refolved,  That  a  fum,  notexceed- 
ingone  hundred  and  feventeen  thou- 
fand fix  hundred  and  eight  pounds 
fix  flilUingSj   and  eight  pence,    be 
(O  4)  '  granied. 
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granted  to  his  Majefty,  for  defray- 
ing the  charge  of  eighty  indepen- 
dent companies  of  foot,  to  be  raifed 
from  the  25th  day  of  March,  1781, 
to  the  24th  day  of  December  fol- 
lowing, both  days  inclufive,  being 
275  days. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  fix 
thoufand  and  ten  pounds,  three 
fliillings,  and  nine  pence,  be 
granted  to  his  Majefty,  for  de- 
fraying the  charge  of  additional 
companies,  and  addltionals,  to  the 
embodied  militia  in  South  Britain, 
including  cloathing,  for  the  year 
1781. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  eight 
thoufand  four  hundred  and  fifty-two 
pounds,  four  fliillings,  and  eight 
pence,  be  granted  to  his  Majefty, 
to  make  good  a  deficiency  on  the 
pay  of  additional  companies,  and 
addltionals,  to  the  embodied  militia 
in  South  Britain,  including  cloath- 
ing, for  the  year  1780. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  one 
thoufand  one  hundred  and  feven 
pounds,  fixteen  (lii! lings,  and  four 
pence,  be  granted  to  his  Majefty, 
to  make  good  a  deficiency  on  the 
fums  voted  in  the  laft  felfton  of  par- 
liament, for  defraying  the  pay  of 
the  two  battalions  of  lord  John 
Murray's  regiment  of  foot,  for  the 
year  1780. 

May  9,  1780. 
Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  ex- 
ceeding three  millions  four  hundred 
and  forty-three  thoufand  two  hun- 
dred and  feventeen  pounds,  nine- 
teen fliillings,  and  eight  pence  half- 
penny, be  granted  to  his  Majefty, 
towards  defraying  the  extraordinary 
expences  of  his  iVIajefty's  land  forces 
and  other  fervices  incurred,  between 
the  31ft  day  of  January,  1780, 
and  the  ifl  day  of  February,  1781, 
and  not  provided  for  by  parlia- 
ment. 


That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  four 
thoufand  nine  hundred  ninety -four 
pounds,  feventeen  fliillings,  and  fix 
pence,  be  granted  to  his  Majefty, 
upon  account  of  the  expences  of  the 
new  roads  of  communication  and 
building  bridges  in  the  Highlands 
of  North  Britain,  in  the  year 
1781. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  thir- 
teen thoufand  pounds,  be  granted 
to  his  MajeBy,  to  be  employed  in 
repairing,  maintaining,  and  fup- 
porting,  the  Britilh  forts  and  fettle- 
ments  on  the  coaft  of  Africa. 

May  22,    1781. 

Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  ex- 
ceeding two  hundred  fifty-two  thou- 
fand one  hundred  and  four  pounds, 
three  flullings.  and  four  pence,  be 
granted  to  his  Majefty,  for  the  charge 
of  fervices  performed,  and  neceifary 
to  be  performed,  by  the  ofiice  of  ord- 
nance within  the  year  1781,  ex- 
clufive  of  thofe  fervices  which  were 
fpecified  in  the  laft  eftimate  pre- 
fented  by  the  faid  office  to  parlia- 
ment foj-  land  fervice. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  thirty- 
fix  thoufand  two  hundred  and  {even 
pounds,  four  fliillings,  and  three 
pence,  be  granted  to  his  Majefty 
upon  account,  towards  carrying  on 
the  buildings  at  Somerfet  Houfe, 
for  the  year  1781  ;  and  that  the 
faid  fum  be  iflTued  and  paid  without 
any  deduction  whatfoever. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  one 
thoufand  two  hundred  pounds,  be 
granted  to  his  Majefty,  to  be  paid 
to  William  Smith,  doctor  of  phyfic, 
of  Brook-ftreet,  in  the  parifli  of  St. 
George,  Hanover-fquare,  in  recom- 
pence  for  his  aifiduous  and  humane 
attendance  upon  the  fick  and  difeafed 
prifoners  confined  in  feveral  prifona 
within  and  near  this  metropolis,  for 
upwards  of  four  years,    from  the 

month, 
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month  ofMarch,  1776,  nnd  for  his 
trouble,  lois  of  time,  and  expences, 
ill  enquiring  into  the  Hate,  conditi- 
on, and  management  of  fuch  pri- 
fons,  and  for  making  public  the  re- 
fult  of  fach  enquiries. 

Ma^  24,  1 78 1. 
Refolved,  That,  towards  raifmg 
the  fupply  granted  to  his  majeity, 
the  farther  fum  of  one  million  nine 
hundred  thoufaiid  pounds  be  raited,, 
by  loans  or  exchequer  bills,  to  be 
charged  upon  the  firft  aids  to  be 
granted  in  the  nextfeffion  of  parlia- 
ment ;  and  fuch  exchequer  bills, 
if  not  difcharged,  with  intereft ' 
thereupon,  on  or  before  the  5;th  day 
of  April,  1782,  to  be  exchanged 
and  received  in  payment  in  fuch 
manner  as  exchequer  bills  have  ufu- 
ally  been  exchanged  and  received  in 
payment. 

May  30,    1 78 1. 

Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  ex- 
ceeding ten  thouf;ind  pounds,  be 
granted  to  his  Majefty,  towards 
re-building  his  Majelly's  gaol  of 
Newgate,  in  the  city  of  London. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  twen- 
ty-five thoufiand  pounds,  be  granted 
to  his  Majelly  upon  account, 
towards  defraying  the  expences  in- 
curred in  repairing  the  damages 
fuilained  at  theprifon  of  the  King's- 
bench,  and  the  prifon  of  the  Fleet, 
during  the  tumultuous  riots  in  the 
month  of  June,   1780. 

June  7,    1 78 1. 

Refolved,  That  a  fum  not  ex- 
ceeding three  thoufand  lix  hundred 
pounds  be  granted  to  his  Majefty, 
to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Henry  Phillips, 
on  his  making  a  proper  difcovery 
for  the  ufc  of  the  public,    of  the 


compofition  of  his    powder  for  the 
dertruAion  of  infeds. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  five 
thouf^uid  pound?,  be  applied,  out  of 
any  monies  unapplied,  to  the  uie  of 
the  navy,  in  the  hands  of  the  trea- 
furer  of  the  navy,  towards  encou- 
raging and  rewarding  fuch  perlbn, 
or  perfons,  wholliall  make  any  dif- 
coveries  tor  finding  the  longitude  at 
fea,  which  though  they  do  not  in- 
title  the  difcoverers  to  the  greater 
rewards  fpccified  in  an  aft,  made  in 
the  fourteenth  year  ot  the  reign  of 
his  prefent  Majelly,  intituled,  "  An 
aci:  for  the  repeal  of  all  former  ^Qii 
concerning  the  longitude  at  fea,  ex- 
cept fo  much  thereof  as  relates  to 
the  appointment  and  authority  of 
the  commilfioners  thereby  conftltut- 
ed  ;  and  alio  fuch  claufes  as  i-elate 
to  the  conflru6fing,  printing,  pub- 
lifhing,  vending,  and  licenfing  of 
nautical  almanacks,  and  other  ufe- 
ful  tables,  and  for  the  more  effeftual 
encouragement  and  reward  of  fuch 
perfon  and  perfons  as  fliall  difcover 
a  method  for  finding  the  fame,  or 
llrall  make  ufeful  dlfcoveries  in  na- 
vigation, and  for  the  better  making 
experiments  relating  thereto,"  yet 
may  be  adjudged  by  the  commiifi- 
oners  for  making  the  difcovery  o£ 
longitude  at  fea,  to  be  of  confider- 
able  ufe  to  the  public  ;  and  alfofuch 
perfon,  or  perfons,  as  fliall  make 
any  other  ufeful  difcoverles  and  im- 
l)n)vements  in  navigation,  and 
towards  the  better  making  of  ex- 
periments relating  thereto,  fubjeft 
to  the  fame  direftions  and  regula- 
tions as  are  for  the  likcpurpofes  con- 
tained in  the  laid  att. 

"June   14,   1781. 

Refolved,  Thar,    towards  raifing 

the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty, 

the  propofal  of  the    governor    and 

company   of  the  bank  of  England, 

for 
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for  advancing  thefum  of  two  milli- 
ons on  exchequer  bills,  upon  fuch 
terms  and  conditions  as  are  therein 
mentioned,  be  accepted. 

June  18,   1781. 

Refolved,  That,  towards  raifing 
the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty, 
there  be  applied  the  fum  of  fixteen 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  feventy- 
nine  pounds,  fix  fliillings,  and  eight- 
pence  halfpenny,  remaining  in  the 
receipt  of  the  exchequer  on  the  5th 
day  of  April,  1781,  fubjeft  to  the 
iiifpofition  of  parliament,  exclufive 
of  the  furplusthen  remaining  of  the 
linking  tund. 

That  fuch  of  the  monies  as  Ihall 
be  paid  into  the  receipt  of  the  ex- 
chequer after  the  5th  day  of  April, 
1781,  and  on  or  before  the  f;th  day 
of  April,  1782,  of  the  produce  of 
the  duties  charged  by  two  afts,  made 
In  the  fifth  and  fourteenth  years  of 
his  prefent  Majefty's  reign,  upon 
ihe  importation  and  exportation  of 
gum  fcnega  and  gum  arabic,  be 
applied  towards  making  good  the 
fupply  granted  to  his  Majelty. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  fifty- 
one  thoufand,  feven  hundred  forty- 
feven  pounds,  feventeen  fliillings, 
and  fix  pence,  out  of  the  monies  or 
favings  of  the  fums  voted  by  parlia- 
ment for  the  charge  of  feveral  aug- 
mentations to  his  Majefiy's  forces 
for  the  year  1780,  be  applied 
towards  making  good  the  lupply 
granted  to  his  Majefty,  towards  de- 
fraying the  extraordinary  expences 
of  his  Majefiy's  land  torces,  and 
other  fervices  incurred  between  the 
3 1  ft  day  of  January,  1780,  and  the 
I  ft  day  of  February,  1781,  and  not 
provided  for  by  parliament. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  twen- 
ty-five thoufand  five  hundred  and 
one  pounds,  remaining  of  the  fums 
voted  for  levy  money  for  an  aug- 


mentation to  feveral  regiments  of 
foot  for  the  year  i779>  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  faid  regiments  having 
been  reduced  to  lower  numbers  tor 
the  current  year,  be  applied  towards 
making  good  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  Majefty  towards  defraying  the 
extraordinary  expences  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  land  forces,  and  other  fer- 
vices incurred  between  the  31ft  day 
of  January,  1780,  and  the  i  ft  day 
of  February,  1781,  and  not  pro- 
vided for  by  parliament. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  four- 
teen thoufand  three  hundred  feventy- 
nine  pounds,  eight  fhillings,  and 
ten  pence,  out  of  the  monies  or 
favings  remaining  of  the  fums  voted 
by  parliament  for  the  year  1780, 
for  the  pay  of  feveral  corps  ot  in- 
fantry, be  applied  towards  making 
good  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jefty, towards  defraying  the  extra- 
ordinary expences  of  his  Majefty's 
land  forces,  and  other  fervices  in- 
curred between  the  3  i  ft  day  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1780,  and  the  ift  day  of 
February,  1781,  and  not  provided 
for  by  parliament. 

Jujte  19,   1 78 1. 

Refolved,  That  a  fum,  nc(;  ex- 
ceeding three  millions  two  hundred 
thoufand  pounds,  be  granted  to  his 
Majefty,  towards  paying  off  and 
difcharging  the  debt  of  the  navy. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  five 
thoufand  two  hundred  pounds,  be 
granted  to  his  Majefty,  to  be  paid 
to  fuch  perfons  as  have  fuftained 
loflTes  by  reafon  of  the  rebellious  in- 
furreftions  in  the  month  of  June, 
1780,  vvhofe  lolfes  amount  to  the 
fum  of  one  hundred  pounds  and  un- 
der, and  who  have  not  been  reim- 
burfed  the  fame. 

That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply 

granted    to   his  Majefty,    there  be 

ifllied  and  applied  the  fum   of  one 

million   feven  hundered  forty-two 

thoufand 
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houfand  nine  hundred  and  twelve 
pounds,  two  (hillings,  and  two 
pence,  out  of  fuch  monies  as  have 
arilen,  or  fhall  or  may  arife,  of  the 
iurplaffes,  exceires,  or  overplus  mo- 
nies, and  other  revenues,  compofing 
the  fund  commonly  called  the  link- 
ing fund. 

That,  towards  railing  the  fupply 
granted  to  his  Majelty,  there  be 
applied  a  fum,  not  exceeding  four 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  out  of 
the  balances  remaining  in  the  hands 
of  the  right  honourable  George 
Nugent  Earl  Temple,  the  perfonal 
reprefentatlve  of  the  right  honoura- 
ble George  Grenville,  deceafed,  and 
of  theright  honourable  William,  lord 
vifcount  Barrington  in  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland,  and  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable Richard  lord  vifcount 
Howe  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
and  of  fir  Gilbert  Elliot,  baronet, 
the  perfonal  reprefentatlve  of  the 
right  honourable  fir  Gilbert  Elliot, 
baronet,  deceafed,  late  treafurers 
of  his  Majeily's  navy,  and  of  John 
Powell,  efquire,  the  only  acSting  ex- 
ecutor of  the  late  right  honourable 
Henry  lord  Holland,  deceafed,  and 
ot  the  right  honourable  Caroline 
b.ironefs  Greenwich,  the  perfonal 
reprefentatlve  of  the  right  honour- 
able Charles  Townfliend,  deceafed, 
and  of  the  right  honourable  Frede- 
rick Lord  North,  and  of  George 
John  Cooke  and  Charles  MoUoy, 
efquires,  the  perfonal  reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  late  George  Cooke, 
efquire,  deceafed,  and  of  the  right 
honourable  Thomas  Townfliend, 
and  of  George  John  Cooke  and 
Charles  MoUoy,  .efquires,  the  per- 
fonal reprefentatives  of  the  late 
George  Cooke,  efquire,  deceafed, 
late  paymafters  general  of  his  Ma- 
jelly's  forces. 

That,  towards  railing  the  fupply 
granted  to  his   Majefty,    there   be 


applied  the  fum  of  eighteen  thou- 
fand feven  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  pounds,  thirteen  fhillings,  and 
eleven  pence,  remaining  in  the 
hands  of  fir  William  Howe,  late 
commander  in  chief  in  North  Ame- 
rica ;  and  the  fum  of  one  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  fifty-feven 
pounds,  fourteen  flilllings,  remain- 
ing in  the  hands  of  the  executort 
of  Zachary  Philip  Fonnereau, 
efquire,  deceafed,  and  fir  Merrick 
Barrel!,  baronet,  contradlors  for 
furnifning  the  garrifon  of  Gibraltar 
with  provilions,  from  the  12th  day 
of  May,  1777,  to  the  17th  day  of 
January,  1779  >  ^"'^  ^^'^^  ^^^^  of 
eight  thoufand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-eight  pounds,  one  fliilling, 
and  four  pence  farthing,  remain- 
ing in  the  hands  of  Thomas  Rum- 
fey,  efqulie,  atting  executor  of 
John  P.ichardfon,  efquire,  agent 
to  the  out-penhoners  of  Chelfea 
Hofpital,  from  the  25th  day  of 
December,  1773,  to  the  24th  day 
June,  1774  ;  and  the  fum  of  feven 
hundred  and  feventy-two  pounds, 
eight  fhillings,  and  fix  pence  half- 
penny, remaining  in  the  hands  of 
lir  William  Erikine,  as  quarter- 
mader-general  of  the  forces,  from 
the  25th  day  of  December,  1776, 
to  the  3Cth  day  of  June,   1779. 

That  fuch  of  the  monies  as  Ihall 
be  paid  into  the  receipt  of  the  ex- 
chequer by  the  united  company  of 
merchants  of  England  trading  to 
the  Eaft  Indies,  in  full  difcharge 
and  fatisfaftion  of  the  claims  and 
demands  of  the  public  to  the  net 
profits  which  have  accrued  to  the 
company  at  home,  before  the  ill 
day  of  March,  178;,  be  applied 
towards  making  good  the  fupply 
granted  to  his  Majetlv. 

That,  towards  raifing  the  fup- 
ply granted  to  his  Majefly,  there  be 
applied  the  fum  of  lixteen  thoufand 

eight 
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eight  hundred  fcventy-nine  pounds, 
fix  fliillings,  and  eight  pence  half- 
penny, remaining  in  the  receipt  of 
the  exchequer  on  the  5th  day  of 
April,  1 781,  fubjeft  to  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  parliament,  exclufive  of  the 
furplus  then  remaining,  of  the 
fmking  fund. 

That  fuch  of  the  monies  as 
fliall  be  paid  into  the  receipt  of 
the  exchequer  after  the  5th  day 
of  April,  1 781,  and  on  or  be- 
fore the  5th  day  of  April,  J782,  of 
the  produce  ot  the  duties  charged 
by  two  a6ts,  made  in  the  fifth  and 
fourteenth  years  of  his  prelent  Ma- 
jefty's  reign,  upon  the  importation 
and  exportation  of  gum  Senega  and 
gum  Arabic,  be  applied  towards 
making  good  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  Majeity. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding 
fifty  -  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
forty-feven  pounds,  feventeen  (hil- 
lings, and  fix  pence,  out  of  the  mo- 
nies or  favings  of  tjje  fums  voted  by 
parliament  for  the  charge  of  fe- 
veral  augmentations  to  his  Majefty's 
forces  for  the  year  1780,  be  applied 
towards  making  good  the  fupply 
granted  to  his  Majelfy,  towards  de- 
fraying the  extraordinary  expences 
of  his  Majefty's  land  forces,  and 
other  fervices  incurred  between  the 
:;ift  day  of  January,  1780,  and  the 
1  ft  day  of  February,  i  7  8 1 ,  and  not 
provided  for  by  parliament. 

That-  a  fum,  not  exceeding 
twenty-five  thoufand  five  hundred 
and  one  pounds,  remaining  ot  the 
fums  voted  for  levy  money  for  an 
augmentation  to  feveral  regiments 
of  foot  tor  the  year  1779,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  faid  regiments 
having  been  reduced  to  lower  num- 
bers for  the  current  year,  be  applied 
towards  making  good  the  fupply 
STiantcd  to  his  Majefty,  towards  de- 
fraying the  cxnaoruinary  expences 


of  his  Majefty's  land  forces,  and 
other  fervices  incurred  between  the 
31ft  day  of  January,  1780,  and  the 
I  ft  day  of  February,  1781,  and  not 
provided  for  by  parliament. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding 
fourteen  thoufand  three  hundred  fe- 
venty-nine  pounds,  eight  fhillings, 
and  ten  pence,  out  ot  the  monies 
or  favings  remaining  of  the  fums 
voted  by  parliament  for  the  vear 
1780,  for  the  pay  of  feveral  corps  of 
infantry,  be  applied  towards  making 
good  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jefly,  towards  detraying  the  extra- 
ordinary expences  of  his  Majefty's 
land  forces,  and  other  fervices  in- 
curred between  the  31ft  day  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1780,  and  the  ift  day  of 
February,  1781,  and  not  provided 
for  by  parliament. 

July   3,    1 78 1. 

Rcfolved,  That  an  humble  addrefs 
be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  that 
he  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
order  the  fum  of  feven  hundred 
pounds  to  be  advanced  to  John 
Flatfeil,  efquire,  clerk  of  this  houfe, 
towards  defraying  the  cxpence  of 
printing  the  journal  of  this  houfe, 
from  the  end  of  the  laft  lelfion  of 
parliament,  to  the  end  of  this 
prefent  felfion  ;  and  to  defray 
fuch  extraordinary  expences  as 
have  been,  or  fliall  be,  incurred 
on  account  of  the  printed  jour- 
nals and  reports  of  this  houfe ; 
and  to  aflure  his  Majefty,  that  this 
houfe  will  make  good  the  fame. 

That  an  humble  addrefs  be 
prefented  to  his  Majefty,  that  he 
will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give 
directions  for  defraying  the  expenec 
of  printing  and  delivering  the  votes 
of  this  houfe  of  this  iblfion  of  par- 
Hament  ;  and  to  affure  his  Majefty, 
that  this  houfe  will  make  good  the 
fame. 

Travflatloa 
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Tranjlation  of  a  Perfian  Petition  from 
the  native  Inhabitants  of  the  Srtbah 
Jzeetnabad,  or  Province  of  Patna^ 
to  his  Britannic  Majejty. 

WE,  the  poor  diftreffed  Inha- 
bitants of  the  Subah  Azee- 
mabad,  fubjefts  ot  the  moll  lacred 
king,  the  fliadow  of  the  Ahniohty, 
have  tlic  honour  to  reprefent  to  tiis 
exalted  Majelly, 

THAT  whereas,  for  fome  time 
paft,  by  reafon  of  the  innovations 
which  have  taken  place,  we  have 
been  feized  with  infinite  afflitlions  ; 
and  whereas,  on  account  of  the 
misfortunes  which  have  befallen  us, 
and  w'hich  are  augmented  day  by 
day,  and  aggravated  hour  by  hour, 
the  knife  has  pierced  to  the  bone, 
and  the  danger  has  come  home  to 
our  lives  ;  the  power  of  fubmilRon 
and  patience  is  exhauflcd,  and  con- 
ceiving the  reprefentation  of  our 
lituation  not  only  proper,  but  in- 
cumbent from  us : 

From  a  phyfician  how  long  can 
you  conceal  your  pain  ? 

It  is  not  the  part  of  a  wife  man 
tQ,  fccrete  his  diforder. 

We  lay  before  the  throne  of  his 
exalted  Majefty  a  fummary  of  the 
circumftances  of  our  lituation  : 

When  this  country  firft  became 
fubjeft  to  the  dominion  of  the  lords 
of  viftorious  fortune,  the  Englifli 
gentlemen,  great  fear  and  appre- 
henfion  prevailed  in  our  minds, 
from  the  diverlity  of  our  faith  and 
religion,  and  from  the  difterence  of 
cuftoms  and  ulages  ;  we  doubted 
what  conduct  thofe  gentlemen  would 
have  obferved  towards  us  ;  and  to 
what  extremity  they  might  carry 
our  affairs.  But,  after  the  eftabllQi- 
ment  of  their  power  and  authority, 
fuch  was  the  behaviour  they  ob- 
ferved, and  fuch  was  the  kindnefs, 
beneficence,  and  favour,  with  which 


they  treated  us,  that  thofe  fears  and 
alarms  vaniflied  at  once  from  our 
minds.  For  in  their  adjudications 
and  determinations  of  caules,  ia 
their  decrees  and  decifions  upon  ac- 
tions and  fails,  they  introduced  no 
change  or  alteration ;  on  the  con- 
trary, they  eftabliflied  In  the  feveral 
courts  of  jufticc,  with  the  utmoil 
attention  and  greatell  circumfpec- 
tion,  that  the  ordinances  (hould  be 
executed  conformably  to  our  books, 
and  agreeably  to  the  cuftoms  and 
ulages  of  this  country,  as  they  had 
exiited  and  prevailed  from  the  period 
of  its  population. 

This  condu61:  produced  the  ut- 
moft  fatisfadtion  and  happinefs  to 
us,  and  the  decifion  of  caufes  was 
neither  attended  with  enormous  ex- 
pence,  nor  protradted  to  a  length  of 
time,  the  fource  of  ruin  and  vexa- 
tion ;  nor  was  it  repugnant  to  our 
cuftoms  and  ufages,  which:  to  us 
would  be  fevere  and  infupportable. 
For  this  reafon  we  repofed  m  the 
cradle  of  eafe  and  fecurity,  not- 
withftanding,  on  account  of  the 
want  of  employment  from  the  lofs 
of  our  fervices  and  offices,  and  the 
deprivation  of  the  vneans  of  fub- 
liftence,  we  were  affected  with  po- 
verty and  hunger,  with  narrow  cir- 
cumftances and  diftrefs. 

But  even  however  at  that  time, 
as  the  management  of  affairs  was 
delegated,  on  the  part  of  the  En- 
glifli gentlemen,  to  the  nobles  of 
this  country,  and  trufl  repofed  in. 
them ;  if  fome  were  reduced  to  di- 
ftrefs, yet  others  had  employment 
fufhcient  for  their  maintenance,  and, 
all  circumftances  confidered,  we 
were  upon  the  whole  happy  and 
fatisfied  ;  and  all  of  us,  great  and 
fmall,  nobles  and  vulgar,  employed 
ourfelves  In  thankigivings  and 
praifes  to  his  Majefty,  and  in. 
prayers  for  the  increafe  of  his  life 

and 


(^22) 


PUBLIC        PAPERS. 


and  profperity  ;  till  at  laft  the  En- 
glifh  court  of  judicature  was  ap- 
pointed from  the  Prefence,  and 
came  into  this  country. 

We  were  informed  by  many  of 
the  Englifli  gentlemen,  that  the 
caufe  and  reafon  of  this  was,  that 
as  the  facred  mind  of  his  excellent 
Majefty  was  ftrongly  difpofed,  and 
firmly  inclined,  to  promote  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
country,  and  the  profperity  of  the 
country  itfelf,  trom  an  apprehen- 
fion  left  any  of  the  Englifli  gentle- 
men might  extend  the  hand  of  vio- 
lence and  oppreffion  on  any  of  the 
inhabitants  of  it,  and  thus  prove 
the  authors  of  vexation  and  dilhefs 
to  them,  this  Englifli  court  of  judi- 
cature was  exprelly  eftabliflied  ;  that 
no  one  might  impofe  the  hand  of 
defpotic  violence  upon  any  other 
perfon,  but  that  the  court  might  be 
a  caufctif  fecurity  and  happinefs  to 
the  people  here.  This  intormation 
produced  new  confidence  and  fatis- 
fadtion  to  us. 

But  when  the  ordinances  of  this 
court  of  judicature  were  ifllied,  as 
they  were  all  contrary  to  the  cuf- 
toms,  modes,  ufiiges,  and  inftitu- 
tions  of  this  country,  they  occa- 
fioned  terror  in  us  ;  and  day  by  day, 
as  the  powers  of  this  court  have  be- 
come more  eftablilhed,  our  ruin, 
uneafinefs,  dillionour,  and  difcre- 
dit  have  accumulated  ;  till  at  laft 
we  are  reduced  to  luch  a  iituation, 
that  we  even  contider  death  to  us 
as  infinitely  preferable  to  the  dread 
we  entertain  of  the  court  ;  for  from 
this  court  no  credit  or  charafter  is 
left  to  us,  and  we  are  now  driven  to 
the  laft  extremity.  Several,  who 
pofleiled  means  and  ability,  deem- 
ing flight  as  their  only  fecurity, 
have  banilhed  themfelves  from  the 
country  ;  but  bound  as  we  are  by 
poverty  and  inability,  and  fettered 


by  the  deareft  tics  of  confanguinitv, 
we  do  not  all  of  us  poffefs  the  means 
of  flight,  nor  have  we  power  to 
abide  the  oppreffion  of  this  court. 

We  did  till  this  time  hope,  that, 
fince  the  moft  facred  heart  of  his 
exalted  Majefty  is  fo  well  difpofed 
to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  the  profperity  and  tran- 
quillity of  this  country,  that,  as 
foon  as  the  intelligence  of  the  mi- 
ferable  ftate  of  the  natives  here 
(from  the  Englilh  court  of  judica- 
ture) fliould  reach  his  royal  ear,  he 
would  certainly  be  induced,  from 
his  wifdom  and  benevolence,  to 
commileratc  our  condition  ;  but  as, 
to  this  time,  which  is  a  long  inter- 
val, the  powers  of  this  court  have 
daily  increafed  in  feverity,  and  no 
pity  has  yet  appeared  from  that 
quarter,  being  without  remedy,  we 
have  prefumed  in  this  fltuation  of 
diftrefs  to  reprefent  our  own  griev- 
ances. 

To  lay  before  his  Majefty  a  full 
explanation  of  all  the  bad  innova- 
tions of  this  court  of  judicature, 
which  in  this  length  of  time  have 
produced  univerfal  dii'crefs,  would 
require  innumerable  books  and  vo- 
lumes without  end :  we  therefore 
content  ourfelvcs  by  giving  a  fliort 
abftraft,  as  one  handful  is  a  fample 
of  a  heap,  fo,  when  this  is  pre- 
fented  to  his  Majefty,  all  the  cir- 
cumttances  will  be  revealed  and 
laid  open  to  his  fublime  wifdom. 

Firft,  the  circumftanccs  of  war- 
rants ;  which  on  the  inftant  of  ap- 
plication from  any  low,  mean,  con- 
temptible perfon,  are  iflued  againft 
men  of  charaifer  who  have  ever 
lived  with  credit  and  reputation,  on 
any  trifling  caufe  which  even  may 
have  no  foundation;  and  without 
allowing  the  party  any  delay  or  re- 
fpite,  he  is  carried  off,  immediately 
upon  his  arrival  at  the  court ;  if  he 
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lias  means  and  ability,  at  a  very 
great  expence,  to  engage  an  attor- 
ney, and  procure  bail,  ftill  years 
are  required,  before  his  cauie  is 
brought  to  an  enquiry,  to  alcertain 
whether  he  is  amenable  to  the  jurii- 
diftion  of  the  court,  or  whether 
the  complaint  of  the  fultor  againil 
him  be  true  or  falfe.  In  this  in- 
terval he  is  ruined  ;  his  family  and 
affairs  go  to  wreck ;  wretched  and 
harralfcd,  without  credit  or  cha- 
rafter,  he  returns  to  his  home  :  fo 
that  death  itfelf,  on  every  account, 
coniidering  his  condition,  would  be 
more  eli'able  and  better  than  to  re- 
turn home  in  this  condition.  But, 
fhould  he  be  unable  to  engage  an 
attorney  and  procure  bail,  without 
farther  delay  or  refpite,  without 
any  enquiry  or  inveftigation  into 
his  cafe,  he  is  fhut  up  and  confined 
in  the  gaol  ;  and  there  remains  for 
a  length  of  time  in  prifon,  and, 
till  he  can  engage  an  attorney  and 
procure  bail,  his  caufe  does  not 
come  on  to  a  hearing.  When  af- 
terwards it  is  proved  upon  enquiry, 
that  he  is  not  amenable  to  the  court, 
or  that  the  complaint  of  the  fuitor 
againft  him  is  ill-founded,  and  his 
caufe  is  decided,  yet  from  the 
charges  of  this  long  period,  his 
wealth  and  fubilance  being  walled, 
and  being  himfclf  with- held  from 
the  puifuit  of  the  occiip:itions  by 
which  his  fubftance  was  pr'ocured, 
if  he  fliould  efcape  with  life,  and 
return  to  his  home,  it  is  worfe  than 
death  itfelf. 

And  notwlthflanding  what  is  ge- 
nerally faid,  that,  if  the  plaintiff 
fiiould  fail  in  prfoving  his  complaint, 
they  compel  him  to  pay  all  the 
charges  incurred  ;  and  though  it  is 
fo  in  faft  ;  yet  when  the  plaintiff  is 
a  low  perfon,  what  can  they  make 
him  pay  ?  But  even  when  they  do 
make   him    pay,    the   amount   re- 


ceived is  expended  in  gratifying  the 
attornics  of  the  court,  and  fome- 
thing  more  befides.  But  by  way  of 
luppofition,  if  even  a  fmall  overplus 
fliould  remain  in  the  hands  of  the 
party,  yet,  his  honour  and  credit 
being  loft,  of  what  ufe  is  life  to 
him  ? 

And  (ince  the  regulations  and  in- 
ftitutions  of  this  court  have  been 
carried  into  execution  in  this  man- 
ner, and  a  degree  of  confidence  ha» 
aril'en  from  this,  that,  if  even  the 
luit  of  the  complainant  fhould  prove 
falfe  or  dtfamatoiy,  there  is  no  call- 
ing him  to  account  for  it ;  the  traf- 
fick  of  the  vileft  and  loweft  of 
knaves  and  villains  flouriflies.  An 
additional  caufe  of  the  boldnefs  and 
confidence  of  fuch  perfons  is,  that, 
on  account  of  a  trifling  dillatisfac- 
tion  that  may  at  any  time  have  hap- 
pened to  any  perfon,  he  may  appear 
before  the  court,  and  pi-ocure  a 
warrant  ;  or  elfe,  from  a  motive 
only  of  obtaining  damages,  he  may 
make  a  complaint  of  defamatioa 
againft  another,  whether  true  or 
falfe,  alledging  that,  "  fuch  a  per- 
fon, at  fuch  a  time,  defamed  me, 
or  lifted  his  hand  up  againfl  me,'* 
and,  having  ti'ained  two  falfe  wit- 
neffes,  carries  them  to  give  evidence 
upon  oath,  induced  by  the  view  of 
I'eward  ;  and  immenfe  funis  in  this 
mode  are  by  the  court  given  to  him 
as  the  price  of  reputation,  notwith- 
ftanding  fuch  is  his  (the  plaintiff's) 
condition,  and  that  for  feventy  ge- 
nerations his  value  in  any  market, 
was  never  equal  to  five  rupees. 

And  thus  for  the  mean,  and  for 
knaves,  and  thofe  of  no  credit,  a 
comfortable  means  of  fubfiftence  13 
provided ;  whilft  men  of  repute, 
and  honourable  perlbns,  who  have 
lived  with  credit  and  reputation, 
are  debafed,  ruined,  diflionoured, 
and    difcredited   by    this   court   to 
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fuch  a  degree,  that  fome  from  the 
terror  of  it  are  fled,  and  others  have 
withdrawn  themfelvcs  to  fccrecy, 
privacy,  and  retirement. 

And  even  this  is  difficult  i  for 
every  man,  according  to  his  ability, 
has  an  eftabliflrment  of  menial  fer- 
vants,  watermen,  bearers,  and 
fweepers,  without  which  people  in 
the  country  cannot  fublrli: ;  and  the 
CLiilom  of  this  country,  from  time 
immemorial,  has  ever  been,  upon 
the  commiffion  of  a  fault  in  this 
low  tribe  of  fervants,  to  rebuke, 
threaten,  and  punifh  the  offender 
according  to  the  degree  of  his 
fault ;  and  no  perfon  under  any 
government  before  this  time  ever 
called  any  man  to  account  for  fo 
doing  ;  for,  knowing  fuch  a  perfon 
to  be  the  fervant  of  another,  he 
knew  alfo,  if  he  had  no  fear  of  his 
mailer,  he  would  not  difcharge  his 
duty  :  and  on  this  account  they  per- 
formed their  appointed  fervices  with 
induftry  and  application.  But  now 
from  this  court  aftVirs  have  come  to 
this  pafs,  that,  though  this  low 
tribe  fliould  be  guilty  of  an  enor- 
mous oftence,  no  man  of  character, 
from  an  apprehenfion  of  this  court, 
dares  to  take  notice  of  him,  uncer- 
tain, if  he  fliould  be  called  to  ac- 
count, what  may  be  the  confe- 
cjuences. 

The  whole  bafis  of  right  and 
wrong  in  this  court  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  attornies  of  it.  The  perfon 
to  whom  they  are  inclined,  and 
with  whom  they  are  fatisfied,  him 
they  conrtitute  the  mailer  of  right ; 
but  the  man  to  whom  they  are  dif- 
inclined,  and  with  whom  they  are 
difliitisfied,  they  make  him  in  the 
wrong. 

We  hear  continually,  that  the 
jurifdi6lion  of  this  court  does  not 
extend  to  thole  who  are  not  depen- 
dents on  the  company  ;  but  feveral 


perfon's,  who  could  not  dream  that 
they  were  dependents  on  the  com- 
pany, and  the  taft  of  whofe  inde- 
pendence is  cleaver  than  the  fun, 
about  which  no  doubt  or  hefitation 
was  ever  entertained,  fo  that  there 
fliould  be  any  necelfity  for  afcer- 
taining  it,  notvvithllanding  have  had 
warrants  illued  againft  them,  and 
they  are  confined  in  the  gaol.  After 
a  time,  during  which  their  families 
are  ruined,  their  characler  and  re- 
putation gone,  if  they  fliould  be  re- 
leafed,  what  advantage  is  it  ? 

In  the  fame  manner,  if  one  per- 
fon has  any  money  tranfaftions  with 
another,  and  Ihould  importune  him 
for  his  due,  the  debtor  appears  be- 
fore court,  procures  a  warrant,  and, 
reverling  the  order  of  things,  re- 
ceives thoufands  fiom  his  creditor 
on  a  plea  of  defamation. 

Thus  in  many  caufes,  which 
have  been  examined  and  decided  in 
a  diftrid  by  the  fupcrintendant  of 
the  provincial  court  of  juftice,  the 
perfon  who  has  loll  his  fuit  prefers 
his  complaint  in  this  court,  and 
procures  the  former  decree  to  be 
reverfed ;  this  is  alfo  a  fource  of 
vexation  and  diflrefs  to  great  num- 
bers ;  for  why  have  they  given  evi- 
dence before  the  fupcrintendant  6i 
another  court  ? 

Or  otherwife,  a  writ  of  fubpoena 
Is  ifllied  againil  many  perlbns  in 
order  to  procure  their  evidences, 
who  are  obliged  to  undergo  the  fa- 
tigues of  a  journey  of  one  or  two 
hundred  krores,  to  leave  their  houfe 
and  families,  to  relinquifh  their  con- 
cerns in  obedience  to  this  mandate, 
and  give  attendance  ;  and  after  ex- 
periencing an  age  of  vexation  and 
dillrefs,  if  the  thread  of  life  fliould 
remain  unbroken,  they  are  re- 
leafed  ;  or  elfe  their  life  in  thii 
manner  becomes  a  fucrifice  to  the 
court. 

As 


PUBLIC        PAPER 


(^^5) 


As  the  people  of    this   country 
have  no  knowledge  or  information 
of  the   procefs,  cuttoms,  and  infti- 
tutiona  of  this  court,  or  of  the  En- 
gliAi  Ijngua^e,  by  a  trifling  devia- 
tion, the  effeft  of  ignorance,   they 
fuffer,  and  are  perplexed,  and  are 
involved  in  a  variety  of  ruin  and 
diftrefs  ;   neither  is  any  mode  of  re- 
lief open  to  them  ;   no  man  has  the 
power  of   recommending    another, 
nor  is  there  any  other  remedy.     If 
even,    as  a  la  ft  refource,  a  perfon 
fliould  find  means  to  appear  before 
the  juftices,  and  there  explain  and 
make  cUar  to  them  that  he  is  nut 
amenable    to    their   inifltution,    or 
point  out  the  fallhood  of  the  com- 
plainant's   fait,   they   reply,    "  we 
have  no  remedy  ;   the  rules  of  the 
court  are  fo  and  fo  ;  ■  apply  to  an  at- 
torney, and  fee  if  he  can  procure 
you  relief." 

The  fum  of  what  we  have  ob- 
ferved  and  what  we  ftill  fee  is,  that, 
if  any  perfon  has  a  fufficiency  to 
pay  the  charges  of  the  attornies  of 
the  court,  and  fatisfy  them,  he  ob- 
tains his  fult  in  the  court;  or  elfe 
he  lofes  it.  IF  this  is  juftice,  then 
what  is  injuftice  ?  For  this  injullice 
is  without  bounds. 

In  the  fame  manner  as  we  expe- 
rience diftrefs,  diflionour,  and  dif- 
repute  from  this  court,  fo  it  alfo 
occafions  lofs  and  detriment  to  the 
government.  Thus  for  inftance : 
fuppofe  a  perfon  who  has  taken  a 
diftriiEl  from  the  government  in 
farm  or  contraft,  he  is  obliged  to 
collefl  the  rents  of  the  governments 
from  the  Ryots  and  Zemindars,  and 
pay  them  to  the  government :  it  is 
not  in  the  nature  of  the  tribe  of  Ze- 
mindars to  difcharge  the  amount  of 
their  rents  with  their  own  free-will ; 
but,  on  any  appearance  of  coercion, 
one  of  them  is  difpatched  without 
1781. 


lofs  of  time  to  the  court,  who  pro- 
cures a  warrant  aguinft  that  farmer 
or  contractor,  who  is  treated  with 
the  fame  contempt  and  ignominy  as 
if  he  were  a  dog,  and  is  dragged 
away  :  the  amount  of  his  engage- 
ments remains  unpaid. 

Thus  the  violence  and  oppreffion 
of  this  court,  in  an  aft  of  feverity 
and  cruelty,  were  experienced  at 
Dacca  by  m^^n  of  charafter  and  re- 
putation, and  high  nations,  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  the  tongue  is  incom- 
petent to  defcribe  it.  Mr.  William 
Boughton  Rous  was  at  that  time 
chief  at  Dacca,  and  is  fince  gone  to 
Europe  :  whenever  he  is  examined 
upon  oath  as  to  the  circumftances 
of  this  violent  and  oppreffive  tran- 
fadion,  the  whole  will  be  made 
clear  to  your  fublime  comprehen- 
fion. 

What  has  been  here  reprefented 
is  but  a  particle  ;  it  is  as  one  from 
a  thoufand,  a  little  out  of  grofs  r 
but  fince  the  facred  mind  of  his  fu- 
prcme  Majefty  (the  fliadow  of  the 
Almighty)  is  earnelUy  direded  to 
the  advancement  of  the  profperity 
of  this  country,  and  the  eafe  and 
happlnefs  of  the  people,  we  hope 
he  will,  out  of  his  compaffion  and 
love  of  juftice,  look  down  upon  the 
contents  of  this  petition  ;  and,  hav- 
ing weighed  and  confidered  them, 
take  pity  upon  the  fituation  of  us 
who  are  humble,  Infirm,  without 
help,  and  in  bondage  ;  by  removing 
the  eftabliflimcnt  of  this  court  from 
our  heads,  which  is  the  moft  abfo- 
lute  tyranny  and  oppreffion;  and 
that  he  will  out  of  his  grace  and 
benevolence  ordain,  that  the  rules 
of  juftice  fhall  be  adminiilered  to 
us  according  to  the  fixed  law  of  the 
country,  as  it  has  ever  prevailed, 
agreeable  to  our  ufages  and  cuf- 
toms  ;  that,  being  thus  placed  under 
(P)  the 
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the  (liadow  of  his  favour,  and  m 
the  drcleof  eafe  and  fccuiity  of  his 
Majefty's  benevolence,  we  may  con- 
tinually pour  forth  frefh  praifes  and 
thankfgivings  for  the  increafe  of  his 
life  and  fortune.  But  if  (which 
God  forbid)  it  {hould  fo  happen, 
that  this  our  petition  (hould  not  be 
accepted,  and  fhould  be  rejefted  at 
the  chamber  of  audience,  thofe 
amongft  us  who  have  power  and 


ability,  di  fear  ding  all  affeftion  for 
our  families,  will  fly  to  any  quartet:  ■ 
we  can  ;  whilft  the  rem.ainder,  \vho 
have  no  means  or  ability,  giving 
themfelves  up  with  pious  refigna- 
tion  to  their  fate,  will  fit  down  in 
expcdation  of  their  death.  After 
this  let  the  foil  of  this  country  re- 
main, and  the  court  of  juftice  ! 
let  the  court  of  juftice  remain  upon 
the  earth,  or  the  earth  cover  it ! 
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ANECDOTES  and  CHARACTERS. 


Some  PARTICULARS   of   the   LIFE    of    the    celebrated 
L  I  N  N  ^  U  S. 

{From  Dr.  Pulteney^s  General  View  of  the  Writings  of  Linnseus.J 


*'  /CHARLES  VON  LINNE, 
V^  the  fon  of  a  Swedilh  divine, 
was  born  May  24,  1707,  at  Roe- 
Iliult,  in  the  province  of  Smaland, 
in  Sweden  ;  of  which  place  his  fa- 
tlier  had  the  cure  when  this  fon 
was  born,  but  was  foon  after  pre- 
ferred to  the  living  of  Gtenbrihult, 
in  the  fame  province,  where  dying 
in  the  year  1748,  at  the  age  of  70, 
he  was  fucceeded  in  his  cure  by  an- 
other fon. 

*'  This  eminent  man,  whofe  ta- 
lents enabled  him  to  reform  the 
whole  fcience  of  natural  hiftory, 
accumulated,  very  early  in  life, 
Jbme  of  the  higheft  honours  that 
await  the  moft  fuccefsful  proficients 
in  medical  fcience ;  lince  we  find 
that  he  was  made  profeflbr  of  phy- 
fic  and  botany,  in  the  univcrfity  of 
Upfal,  at  the  age  of  34;  and  fix 
years  afterwards,  phj'fician  to  his 
fovereign,  the  late  king  Adolphus  ; 
who  in  the  year  1753  honoured  him 
ftill  farther,  by  creating  him  knight 
ni  the  order  of  tlie  Polar  Star.  His 
honours  did  not  terminate  here,  for 
ili  1757  ^  ^^'^^  ennobled  ;  and  in 


1776  the  prefent  king  of  Swedea 
accepted  the  refignation  of  his  of- 
fice, and  rewarded  his  declining 
years  by  doubling  his  penfion,  and 
by  a  liberal  donation  of  landed  pro- 
perty, fettled  on  him  and  his  family. 
•*  It  feems  probable,  that  his 
father's  example  firft  gave  Linn^Kus 
a  tafte  for  the  ftudy  of  nature  ;  who, 
as  he  has  hirafelf  informed  us,  culti- 
vated,  as  his  firft  amufement,  a 
garden  plentifully  ftored  with  plants. 
Young  Linnseus  foon  became  ac- 
quainted with  thefe,  as  well  as  the 
indigenous  ones  of  his  neighbour- 
hood. Yet,  from  the  ftraightnefs 
of  his  father's  income,  our  young 
naturalift  was  on  the  point  of  bein? 
deftined  to  a  mechanical  employ- 
ment: fortunately,  however,  this 
Uefign  was  over-ruled.  In  1717  he 
was  fent  to  fchool  at  Wexfir,  where, 
as  his  opportunities  were  enlarged, 
his  progrefs  in  all  his  favourite  p\n-- 
fuits  was  proportionably  extended. 
At  this  early  period  he  paid  atten- 
tion to  other  branches  of  natural 
hiftory ;  particularly  to  the  know- 
ledge of  inl'edst 

J  2  «'  The 


[43 


ANECDOTES    OF    LINN^US. 


"  The  firft  part  of  his  academi- 
cal education  Linn^us  received 
under  profefTcir  Stobaeus,  at  Lund, 
in  Scania,  who  favoured  his  incli- 
tiations  to  the  ftudy  of  natural  hif- 
tory*  After  a  refidence  of  about  a 
year,  he  removed  in  1728  foUpfal. 
Here  he  foon  contrafted  a  clofe 
iViendfliip  with  Artedi,  a  native  of 
the  province  of  Angermannia,  who 
had  already  been  four  years  a  ftu- 
dent  in  that  univerfity,  and,  like 
himfclf,  had  a  flronj;^  bent  to  the 
Itudy  of  natural  hillory  in  general, 
b.ut  particularly  to  ichthyology. 

"  Thefe  young  men  prol'ecuted 
their  ftudies  together  with  uncom- 
mon  vigour,  mutually  communi- 
cating their  obfervations,  and  lay- 
ing their  plan?,  fo  as  to  affift  each 
ether  in  every  branch  of  natural 
hiflory  and  phyfic. 

"  boon  after  his  refidence  at  Up- 
fal,  our  author  was  alfo  happy 
enough  to  obtain  the  favour  of  (e- 
Veral  gentlemen  of  eftablifbcd  cha- 
racter in  literature.  He  was  in  a 
particular  manner  encouraged  in  the 
purfuit  of  his  ftudies  by  the  pa- 
tronage of  Dr.  Olaus  Celfius,  at 
that  time  profefTor  of  divinity,  and 
the  reflorer  of  natural  hlftory  in 
Svveden  ;  fince  fo  dilliuguiflied  for 
oriental  learning,  and  more  particu- 
larly for  his  Hierobotanicon,  or 
Critical  Differtations  on  the  Plants 
mentioned  in  Scripture,  This  gen- 
tleman is  faid  to  have  given  Lin- 
naeus a  large  fliare  of  his  efleem, 
and  he  was  tortunate  enough  to  ob- 
tain it  very  early  after  his  removal 
to  Upfal.  Ke  was  at  that  time  me^ 
ditating  his  Hierobotanicon,  and 
being  llruck  vvith  the  diligence  of 
I.innreus,  in  defcribing  the  plants 
of  the  Upfal  garden,  and  his  ex- 
tenfive  knowlcge  of  their  names, 
fortunately  for  him,  at  that  time 
iavolyed  ii;   difficulties,    from    the 


narrow  circum.ftances  of  his  parents, 
Celfius  not  only  patronized  him  in 
a  general  way,  but  admitted  him  to 
his  houfe,  his  table,  and  his  libra- 
ry. Under  fuch  encouragement,  it 
is  not  llrange  that  our  author  made 
a  rapid  progrefs,  both  in  his  ftudies, 
and  the  efteem  of  the  profcflbrs  :  ia 
fa(fl,  we  have  a  very  ftriking 
proof  of  his  merit  and  attainments, 
inafmuch  as  v/e  find,  that  after  only 
tw'o  years  refidence,  he  was  thought 
fufficiently  qualified  to  give  leftures 
occalionally  from  the  botanic  chair, 
in  the  room  of  profeflbr  Rudbeck. 

"In  the  year  i  731,  the  Royal  Aca- 
deiny  of  Sciences  at  Upfal  having 
for  fome  time  meditated  the  defign 
of  improving  the  natural  hiflory  of 
Sweden,  at  the  inftance  particularly 
of  profellhrs  Celfius  and  Rudbeck, 
deputed  Linnasus  to  make  the  tour 
of  Lapland,  vvith  the  fole  view  of 
exploring  the  natural  hiflory  of  that 
ardtic  region ;  to  which  undertak- 
ing, his  reputation,  already  high  as 
a  naturalift,  and  the  flrength  of  his 
conftitution,  equally  recommended 
him. 

"  As  this  expedition  could  not 
take  place  till  the  fucceeding  fum- 
mer,  Linnceus  fpent  his  winter  vvith 
his  friends  and  relations  in  the 
fouth  ;  and  particularly  paid  a  vifit, 
in  January  1732,  to  his  former  pre- 
ceptor  Stobaeus,  at  Lund ;  whom 
he  left  in  February,  to  vifit  his  na- 
tive province  of  Smaland,  and  re- 
turned to  Upfal  about  the  middle  of 
April,  to  prepare  for  his  journey. 
He  left  Upfal  the  1 3th  of  May,  and 
took  his  route  to  Gevalia,  orGevels, 
the  principal  town  of  Geflricia,  45 
miles  diftant  from  Upfal.  Hence 
he  travelled  through  Helfingland, 
into  Medalpadia,  where  he  made  an 
ex'curfion,  and  afcended  a  reinark- 
able  mountain,  before  he  reached 
Hudrtickfwald,  the  chief  town  of 
Helfingland. 
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Hclflnghain.  From  hence  he  went 
tlirough  Angernianhmd,  to  Hcrno- 
fand,  a  fea-port  on  the  Bothnic 
gulf,  feventy  miles  dirtant  from 
Hudwickfvvald.  When  he  had  pro- 
ceeded thus  far,  he  found  it  proper 
to  retard  his  journey,  as  the  fpring 
was  not  fufticiently  advanced  ;  and 
took,  tliis  opportunity  of  vifitincj 
thofe  remarkable  taverns  on  the 
fummlt  of  mount  Skula,  though  ac 
the  hazard  of  his  life. 

"  When  Linnaeus  arrived  at  Uma, 
in  Weft  Bothnia,  about  ninety-fix 
miles  from  Kernofand,  he  quitted 
the  public  road,  and  took  his  courfe 
through  the  woods  welhyard,  in  or- 
der firftto  travcrfe  the  moft  foutherfi 
parts  of  Lapland.  Being  now  come 
to  the  country  that  was  more  par- 
ticularly the  objeft  of  his  enqui- 
ries, equally  a  ftranger  to  the  lan- 
guage and  to  the  manners  of  the 
people,  and  without  any  aflbciate, 
he  commitred  himfclf  to  the  hofpi- 
taiity  ofthe  inhabitants,  ;md  never 
failed  to  experience  it  fully.  He 
fpeaks  in  Several  places,  with  pecu- 
liar fati^tadion,  of  the  innocence 
and  limplicity  of  their  lives,  and 
their  freedom  from  difeafes.  in 
this  excurfion,  he  reached  the  moun- 
tains towards  Norway,  and,  after 
encountering  great  hard(hips,  re- 
turned into  Wert  Bothnia,  quite  ex- 
haufted  with  fatigue.  Our  traveller 
next  vlhted  Pitha  and  Lula,  upon 
the  gulf  of  Bothnia,  from  which 
latter  place  he  took  again  a  weflern 
route,  by  proceeding  up  the  river 
of  that  name,  and  vifited  the  ruins 
of  the  temple  of  Jockmock,  in  Lula 
Lapland,  or  Lap  IViark  :  thence, 
he  traverfed  what  is  called  the  Lap- 
land Defert,  deftitute  of  all  villages, 
cultivation,  roads,  or  any  conveni- 
ences ;  inhabited  only  by  a  few 
draggling  people,  criginally  de- 
ibended    from    the  Finlander^j  and 


who  fettled  in  this  country  in  rc» 
mote  .tges,  being  entirely  a  diftin^t 
people  from  the  Laplanders,  la 
this  dilfrift  he  alcended  a  noted 
mountain  called  Wallevari,  in  fpe.ilc-» 
ing  of  which  he  has  given  us  4 
plcafmt  relation  of  his  finding  a 
lingular  and  beautiful  new  plant 
( Andro?7ieda  tctravona)  when  tra*- 
veiling  within  the  ardic  circle,  with! 
the  fun  in  his  view  at  midnight, 
in  fearch  of  a  Lapland  hut.  Froni 
hence  he  crofled  the  Lapland  Alps 
into  Finmark,  and  traverfed  tue 
fliores  of  the  North  Sea  as  far  as 
Sallero. 

"  Thefe  journies  from  Lula  and 
Pitha,  on  the  Bothnian  gulf,  tQ 
the  north  Ihore,  were  made  on  foot, 
and  our  traveller  vvas  attended  by- 
two  Laplanders ;  one  his  interpreter, 
and  the  other  his  guide.  He  tells 
us,  that  the  vigour  and  firength  of 
thofe  two  men,  both  old,  and  fuf- 
ficiently  loaded  with  his  baggage,  ex- 
cited his  admiration  ;  fince  they  ap» 
peared  quite  unhurt  by  their  la? 
hour,  while  he  him'elf,  although 
young  and  robuft,  v/a,;;  irequently 
quite  exhaufted.  Li  this  journey- 
he  was  wont  to  ileep  under  the  boat 
with  which  they  forded  the  rivers, 
as  a  defence  againft  rain,  and  the 
gnats,  which  in  the  Lapland  fum- 
mer  are  not  lefs  teazing  than  in  the 
torrid  zones.  In  defcending  one  of 
thefe  rivers,  he  narrowly  efcaped 
perifliing  by  the  overfetting  of  the 
boat,  and  loft  many  of  the  natural 
produftions  which  he  had  colleded. 

LinnsEUS  thus  fpent  the  greater 
part  of  the  fummer  in  examining 
this  ardtic  region,  and  thofe  moun-? 
tains,  on  which,  four  years  after- 
wards, the  French  philofophers  fe? 
cured  immortal  fame  to  Sir  Ifaac 
Nev/ton.  At  length,  after  having 
futfered  incredible  fatigues  and  hard- 
fi)ip2,  in  cllrabing  precipices,  pafiV 
A  I  "  ing 
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ing  rivers  in   miferable  boats,  fuf- 
feiing   repeated   viciiTitudes   of  ex- 
treme heat  and  cold,  and  not  unfre- 
quently   hunger  and    thirll,  he  re- 
turned   to   Tornoa    in    September. 
He  did  nol  take  the  fame  route  from 
Tornoa  as  when  he  came  into  Lap- 
land,   having   determined   to   vifit, 
and  examine,   the  covmtry  on  the 
eallern  fide  of  the   Bothni:m   gulf: 
his    firft    ftage,    therefore,    was    to 
Ula,  in  Eaft  Bothnia  j  from  thence 
to  Old  and  New   Carleby,  eighty - 
four  miles  fouth   from   Ula.      He 
continued  his  route  through  Wafa, 
Chriftianftedt,  and  Kiorneburgh,  to 
i\bo,  a  fmall  univerfity  in  Finland. 
Winter  was  now  fetting  in  apace  : 
he  therefore  eroded  the  gulf  by  the 
iiland    of   Aland,    and    arrived    at 
Up  fa  I  in  November,  after   having 
performed,  and  that  moftly  on  foot, 
a  journey  of  ten    degrees  of  lati- 
tude in  extent,  exclufively  of  thofe 
deviations  which  fuch  a  defign  ren- 
dered necelTaiy, 

"In  1733  hevifited  and  examined 
the  fevcal  mines  in  Sweden,  and 
made  himfelf  fo  well  acquainted 
with  mineralogy,  and  the  docima- 
flic  art,  that  we  find  he  was  fuffici- 
ently  qualified  to  give  ledures  on 
thofe  fuhje^ts,  upon  his  return  to 
the  univeifity.  The  outlines  oi  his 
fyftem  on  mineralogy  appeared  in 
the  early  editiors  of  the  SyJIcma  Nn- 
tura-,  but  he  did  not  exemplify  the 
■whole  until  the  year  1768. 

"  In  the  year  1734  Linnaeus  was 
fent  by  Baron  Reuterholm,  gover- 
nor of  Dalckarlia,  with  feveral  other 
naturaliils,  into  that  province,  to 
invefligate  the  natural  produ61ions 
f)f  that  part  of  the  Swcdilli  domi- 
nions. Each  gentleman  had  his  par- 
ticular department  ailigned  ;  and 
they  noted  diiily  the  obfervations 
made  relating  to  geography,  &c. 
but  panlcularly,  and  as  their  prin- 


cipal object,  the  economical  aniJ 
natural  hiftory,  and  mineralogy. 
A  full  account  of  thefe  obfervations 
was  intended  to  have  been  publilh- 
ed  ;  but  the  drfign  was  laid  afide. 
It  was  in  this  journey  that  our  au- 
thor firft  laid  the  plan  of  an  excel- 
lent inftitution,  which  was  after- 
wards executed,  in  a  certain  degree 
at  leaft,  by  himfelf,  with  the  af- 
fiftancc  of  many  of  his  pupils,  and 
the  refult  publiflied  under  the  title 
of  Pan  Succus,  in  the  fecond  volume 
of  the  Amixnitates  Acadcmica. 

"  After  the  completion  of  this 
expedition,  it  appears  that  Linnaus 
refided  for  a  time  at  Fahlun,  the 
principal  town  in  Dalekarlia;  where, 
he  tells  us,  that  he  taught  minera- 
logy, and  the  dociinaflic  art,  and 
pradifed  phyfic  ;  and  where  he  was 
very  hofpitably  treated  by  Dr.  More, 
the  phyfician  of  the  place.  It  alfo 
appears,  that  he  contrafted  at  this 
time  an  intimacy  with  one  of  that 
gentleman's  daughters,  whom  he 
married  about  five  years  afterwards, 
upon  his  fettling  as  a  phyfician  at 
Stockholm. 

*'  In  this  journey  he  extended 
his  travels  quite  acrofs  the  Dalekar- 
lian  Alps  into  Norway ;  but  we 
have  no  particular  account  of  his 
dilcovcries  in  that  kingdom. 

"  In  the  year  175 ^,  Linnaeus 
travelled  over  many  other  parts  of 
Sweden,  fome  parts  of  Denmark 
and  Germany,  and  fixed  in  Hol- 
land, where  he  chiefly  refided  until 
his  return  to  Stockholm,  about  the 
year  1739.  ^^  \^tx&  took  his  doc- 
tor's degree  in  phyfic,   1735. 

"  In  this  year  Linnaeus  alfo  pub- 
lifhed  the  firft  fi:etch  of  his  Syjicma 
Natnra^  in  a  very  compendious 
way,  and  in  the  form  of  tables  only, 
in  twelve  pages  in  Folio.  By  this 
it  appear?,  that  he  had  at  a  xtrj 
early  period   of  his  life  (certainly 

before 
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tefore  he  was  twenty-four  years  old) 
laid  the  balis  ot  that  great  Urudure 
which  he  afterwards  railed,  not 
only  to  the  increale  oi  his  own 
fame,  but  to  that  of  natural  fci- 
ence. 

"  In  1736,  Linnaeus  came  into 
England,  and  vifited  Dr.  Dillenius, 
the  late  learned  profeflbr  at  Oxlord, 
whom  he  juiUy  conhdeied  as  one  of 
the  firll:  botanifts  in  Europe.  He 
mentions  with  particular  refpeft  the 
civilities  he  received  from  him,  and 
the  privileges  he  gave  him  of  in- 
fpeding  his  own,  and  the  Sherar- 
dian  collections  of  plants.  It  is 
needlefs  to  fay,  that  he  vifited  Dr. 
Martyn,  Mr.  Rand,  and  Mr.  Mil- 
ler, and  that  he  was  in  a  more  lin- 
gular manner  indebted  to  the  friend- 
IhipofDr.  Ifaac  Lavvfon.  He  alfo 
*'  contradled  an  intimate  friendfliip 
*'  with  Mr.  Peter  Collinfon,  which 
*'  was  reciprocally  increafed  by  a 
*'  multitude  of  good  offices,  and  con- 
•'  tinued  to  the  laft  without  any  di- 
"  minution."  Dr.  Boerhaave  had 
furnilhed  him  with  letters  to  our 
great  naturalift  Sir  Hans  Sloane  ; 
but,  it  is  with  regret  that  we  mull 
obferve,  they  did  not  procure  him 
the  reception  which  the  warmth  of 
his  recommendation  Teemed  to  claim* 

*'  One  of  the  moil:  agreeable  cir- 
cumftances  that  happened  to  Lin- 
naeus, during  his  refidence  in  Hol- 
land, arofe  from  the  patronage  of 
Mr.  Cliftbrd,  in  whofe  houle  *  he 
lived  a  confiderable  part  of  his  time, 
being  now  as  it  were  the  child  of 
fortune  : — Exivi  patrid  triginta  Jex 
■num7nii  aureis  dives — are  his  own 
words.  With  Mr.  Clifford,  how- 
ever, he  enjoyed  pleafures  and  pri- 
vileges fcarcely  at  that  time  to  be 
met  with  elfev/here  in  the  world  ; 


that  of  a  garden  excellently  flored 
with  the  tinell  exotics,  and  a  library 
furnilhed  with  almoil:  every  botanic 
author  of  note.  How  happy  he 
found  hlmfelf  in  this  htuiition,  tiiofe 
only  who  have  felt  the  fame  kind  of* 
ardour  can  conceive. 

"  Whilfc  in  Holland,  our  author 
was  recommended  by  Boerhaave 
to  fill  the  place,  then  vacant,  cjf 
phyfician  to  the  Dutch  fettlement  at 
Surinam  ;  but  he  declined  it,  on 
account  of  his  having  been  educated 
in  fo  oppofite  a  climate, 

"  Belides  being  favoured  Vv'ith  the 
particular  patronage  and  friendfliip 
of  Boerhaave  and  Mr.  Clifford,  a* 
is  above  mentioned,  our  author  had 
alfo  the  plealure  of  being  contem- 
porary with,  and  of  reckoning  a- 
mong  the  number  of  his  friends, 
many  other  learned  perfons,  vv'ho 
have  fince  proved  ornaments  to  their 
proteffion,  and  whofe  merit  has  mod 
defervedly  raifed  them  to  fame  and 
honour.  Among  thefe  we  rhay  pro* 
perly  mention  Dr.  John  Burman, 
proteffor  of  botany  at  Amflerdam, 
whofe  name  and  family  are  well 
known  in  the  republic  of  letters,  to 
whom  our  author  dedicated  his  l^il' 
liothcca  Botanica^  having  been  great- 
ly affiled  in  compiling  that  work, 
by  the  free  accefs  he  had  to  that 
gentleman's  excellent  library;  John 
Frederick  Gronovius,  of  Leyden, 
editor  of  Clayton's  Flora  Virglnka^ 
and  who  very  early  adopted  Lin- 
naeus's  fyftem  ;  Baron  ^'"an  Swietcn, 
late  phyfician  to  the  Emprets 
Queen  ;  Ifaac  Lawfon,  before 
mentioned,  afterwards  one  of  the 
phyficiansto  the  Britilh  ariny,  who 
died  much  regretted  at  Oofttrhout, 
ill  the  year  1747,  and  from  vvhoni 
Linnaeus  received  fingular  and  very 


•  The  country  feat  and  garden  of  Mr.  Clifford  was  at  Hartcanip,  about 
three  miles  from  Haerlcm. 
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important  civilities ;  Kramer,  fince 
well  known  for  an  excellent  treatifc 
on  the  docimaftic  art ;  Van  Royen, 
botanic  profeflbr  at  Leyden ;  Lie- 
berkun,  of  Berlin,  famous  for  his 
ikiil  in  microfcopical  inftruments 
and  experiments.  To  thefe  may  be 
added  alfo  the  names  of  Albinus  and 
Gavibius,  and  of  others,  were  it  re- 
qiiifite  to  fliew  that  our  author's 
talents  had  very  early  rendered  him 
confpicuous,  and  gained  him  the 
regard  of  all  thofe  who  cultivated 
and  patronized  any  branch  of  medi- 
cal fcience^  and  to  which,  doubt- 
lefs,  the  lingular  notice  with  which 
Boerhaave  honoured  him,  did  not  a 
little  contribute. 

*' Early  in  the  year  173S,  after 
Linnaeus  had  left  Mr.  Clifford,  and, 
as  it  fhould  feem,  when  he  reiided 
with  Van  Royen,  he  had  a  long 
and  dangerous  fit  of  ficknefs ;  and 
upon  his  recovery,  went  to  Paris, 
where  he  was  properly  entertained 
by  the  Juffieus,  at  that  time  the 
•firfi:  botanifts  in  France.  The  op- 
poitunity  this  gave  him  of  infpeft- 
ing  the  Herbaria  of  Surian  and 
Tournefort,  and  thofe  of  the  above 
named  gentlemen,  afforded  him 
great  fatisfa61ion.  He  had  intended 
to  have  gone  from  thence  into  Ger- 
many, to  vifit  Ludwig,  and  the  ce- 
lebrated Haller,  with  whom  he  was 
in  clofc  correfpondence  ;  but  he  was 
not  able  to  complete  this  part  of  his 
intended  route,  and  was  obliged  to 
return  without  this  gratification. 

"  Our  author  did  not  fail  to  avail 
liimfelf  of  every  advantage,  that 
accefs  to  the  feveral  mufeums  of 
this  country  afforded  him,  in  every 
branch  of  natural  hillory ;  and  the 
number  and  importance  of  his  pub- 
iications,  during  this  abfence  from 
his  native  country,  fufficiently  de- 
monftratc  that  fund  of  knowledge 
which  he  muft  have  imbibed  be. 


fore,  and  no  lefs  teftify  his  extraor- 
dinary application. 

"  About  the  latter  end  of  the  year 
1738,  or  the  beginning  ot  the  next, 
our  author  fettled  as  a  phyfician  at 
Stockholm,  where  he  feems  to  have 
met  with  confiderable  oppolition, 
and  was  opprelfed  with  many  diffi- 
culties ;  all  of  which  at  length  he 
overcame,  and  got  into  extenfive 
practice  ;  and,  foon  after  his  fettle- 
ment,  married  the  lady  beforefpoken 
of.  By  the  intereff  of  Count  Tef- 
fin,  who  was  afterwards  his  great 
patron,  and  even  procured  medals 
to  be  ftruck  in  honour  of  him,  he 
obtained  the  rank  of  phyfician  to 
the  fleet,  and  a  ftipend  from  the  ci- 
tizens for  giving  lediires  in  botany. 
And  what  at  this  time  efpecially 
was  highly  favourable  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  his  chara«5ter  and 
fame,  by  giving  him  an  opportunity 
of  difplaying  his  abilities,  was  the 
eftablifliment  of  the  Royal  Academy 
ot  Sciences  at  Stockholm  ;  of  which 
Linnasus  was  confiituted  the  firil 
prefident,  and  to  which  eftablifli- 
ment the  king  granted  feveral  pri- 
vileges, particularly  that  of  free 
poftage  to  all  papers  directed  to  the 
fecretary.  By  the  rules  of  the  aca- 
demy, the  prefident  held  his  place 
but  three  months,  at  the  expiration 
of  which,  he  made  his  Oratio  de 
7nemorahilihus  in  liifc£lis^  0£l.  ^, 
1739;  in  which  he  endeavours  to 
excite  an  attention  and  enquiry  into 
the  knowledge  of  infe6ls,  by  dif- 
playing the  many  fingular  phzeno- 
nieua  that  occur  in  contemplating 
the  nature  of  thofe  animals,  and  by 
pointing  out,  in  a  variety  of  in- 
llances,  their  ufefulnefs  to  mankind 
in  particular,  and  to  the  economy  of 
nature  in  general. 

"  During  all  this  time,  however, 
Linnaeus  appears  to  have  had  his 
eye  upon  the  botanic  and  medical 
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chair  at  Upfal,  at  this  time  occu- 
pied by  Rudbeck,  who  was  far  ad- 
vanced iu  life.  We  learn  indeed 
that  he  was  fo  intent  on  purfuing, 
and  perfe(5ting,  his  great  dcfigns  in 
the  advancement  of  his  tavourite 
Itudy  of  nature,  th:U  he  had  deter- 
mined, if  he  failed  in  procuring  the 
profelTbrfliip  at  Upfal,  to  accept  the 
offer  that  had  been  m.ide  to  him  by 
Hallcr,  of  filling  the  botanic  chair 
at  Gottingcn.  However,  in  courfe 
of  time,  he  obtained  his  vvifli.  Jii 
the  year  1741,  upon  the  refignation 
of  Roberg,  he  was  conftituted  joint 
profeflbr  of  phyfic,  and  phyhciin 
to  the  king,  with  Rofen,  who  had 
been  appointed  in  the  preceding  year 
on  the  death  of  Rudbeck.  Thefe 
two  colleagues  agreed  to  divide  the 
medical  departments  between  them  ; 
and  their  choice  was  confirmed  by 
the  univerlity.  Rofen  took  anato- 
my, phyfiology,  pathology,  and  the 
therapeutic  part.  Linnaeus,  natural 
hiftory,  botany,  materia  mcdiea,  the 
dietetic  part,  and  the  diagnofis  mor- 
borum. 

*•  During  the  interval  of  his  re- 
moval from  Stockholm  to  Upfal, 
in  confequence  of  this  appointment, 
our  profeflor  was  deputed  by  the 
flates  of  the  kingdom,  to  make  a 
tour  to  the  illands  of  Oehmd  and 
Gothland,  in  the  Baltic,  attended, 
by  fix  of  the  pupils,  commiffioned 
to  make  fuch  enquiries  as  might 
tend  to  improve  agriculture,  and 
arts,  in  the  kingdom  ;  to  which  the 
Swedifli  nation  hud  for  fome  time 
paid  a  particular  attention  ;  awak- 
ened, as  it  were,  by  the  defolating 
wars  of  Charles  the  Xllth,  to  ex- 
tend their  commerce,  and  cultivate 
the  arts  ot'  peace.  The  refult  of 
this  journey  vvas  very  fuccefsful, 
and  proved  fully  fatistaftory  to  the 
ftates,  and  was  afterwards  commu- 
nicated to  the  public. 


*'  Linnaeus,  on  his  return,  enter- 
ed upon  the  profefforfliip,  and  pro- 
nounced before  the  univerlity  his 
Oration  Je  P eregrinationiwi  intra 
Patrlam  ncccjjitate.  Oft.  17,  1741; 
in  which  he  forcibly  difplays  the 
ufefulnefs  of  fuch  excurfions,  by- 
pointing  out  to  the  Ifudents  that 
vail  field  of  objefts  which  their  coun- 
try held  out  to  their  cultivation-; 
whether  in  geography,  phyfics, 
mineralogy,  botany,  zoology,  or 
economics ;  and  by  fliewing  the  be- 
nefit that  muft  accrue  to  themfelves 
and  their  country  as  rewards  to  their 
diligence.  That  animated  fpirit 
which  runs  through  the  whole  of 
thij  compofition,  renders  it  one  of 
the  mcfc  pleafing  and  infiiatftive  of 
all  our  author's  produfHons.  That 
intimate  knowledge  which  Linnaeus 
himlclf  Iiad  acquired  of  his  owa 
country  by  his  repeated  travels 
(fraught  as  he  was  too  with  every 
requifite  for  making  ufeful  obfen^a- 
tions)  enn^-led  him  to  point  out  with 
the  utmolt  precifion,  the  molt  pro- 
per objefts  ot  iavefiigation,  in  every 
part  or  nature  ;  and  his  love  to  his 
country  gave  a  zeal  to  his  wifces, 
that  flievved  him  on  this  occafion  to 
great '  advantage  ;  not  to  add,  the 
aid  arifing  from  that  felf-congratu- 
ktion,  which  he  mufi:  feel,  havinflr 
jufl  gained,  by  bis  late  appointment, 
the  fummlt  of  his  willies. 

"  Linnaeus  ivas  now  fised  in  the 
fituation  that  was  the  befi  adapted  to 
his  cha rafter,  his  tafte,  and  abilities. 
and  which  feems  to  be  the  objeft  of 
his  ambition,  aiid  center  of  his 
hopes.  Soon  after  his  efiablifhment, 
he  laboured  to  get  the  acadeinival 
garden,  which  had  been  founded  i« 
1657,  P'-it  on  a  better  footing,  and 
very  foon  etfefted  it  ;  procurin* 
alfo  a  houfe  to  be  built  for  the  re- 
fidence  of  the  profeflbr.  The  whole 
had  been  ia  ruin  ever  fincc  the  fire  i^ 
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17c  2,  and  at  the  time  Linnxus  was 
appointed  profeflbr  of  botany,  the 
garden  did  not  contain  above  fifty 
plant's  that  were  exotic.  His  cor- 
refpondence  with  the  firll  botanifts 
in  f.urope,  foon  fupplied  him  with 
great  variety.  He  received  Jndian 
plants  from  Juffieu  of  Paris,  and 
from  Van  Royen  of  Leyden ;  Eu- 
ropean plants  from  Haller  and  Lud- 
wig ;  American  plants  from  the 
late  Mr.  CoUifon,  Mr.  Catefby,  and 
others  ;  and  variety  of  annuals 
from  Dillenius  :  in  fliort,  how  much 
the  garden  owed  to  his  diligence 
and  care,  in  a  few  years,  may  be 
feen  by  the  catalogue  publiihed  un- 
der the  title  of  Hortus  Upfalieniis 
exhibens  plantas  exoticas  horto  Up- 
falieniis academiae  a  fefe  (Linnaso) 
illatas  ab  anno  1742,  in  annum 
1748,  additis,  dlfFerentils  fynonymis, 
habitationibus,  hofpitiis,  raviorum- 
C|Ue  defcriptionibus,  in  gratiam  ftu- 
diofE  juvenrutis.  Holm.  1748,  8vo. 
pp.  306,  tab.  3.  By  this  catalogue 
It  appears  that  the  profefTor  had  in- 
troduced I  ICO  fpecies,  exclufively  of 
ail  the  Swedifh  plants,  and  of  va- 
rieties ;  which  latter,  in  ordinary 
gardens,  amount  not  unfrequently 
to  one  third  of  the  whole  number. 
The  preface  contains  a  curious 
hiftory  of  the  climate  at  Upfal,  and 
the  progrefs  of  the  feafons  through- 
out the  whole  year. 

"  From  the  time  that  Linnxus 
and  Rofen  were  appointed  pro- 
feffors  at  Upfal,  it  Ihould  feem 
that  the  credit  of  that  univerfity, 
as  a  fchool  of  phyfic,  had  been  in- 
creafing ;  and  the  fad  indeed  is 
certain,  that  numbers  of  ftudents 
reforted  thither  from  Germany,  at- 
tracfled  by  the  chara6fer  of  thefe 
two  able  men  :  and  certainly  in 
Sweden  itfelf  many  young  men 
were  invited  to  the  iKidy  of  phyfic, 
by  the  excellent  manner  in  which 


it  was  taught,  who  otherwife  would 
have  engaged  in  different  purfuits. 

"  Whilll  Linnaeus  was  meditating 
one  of  his  capital  performances* 
which  had  long  been  expected,  and 
greatly  wifhed  for,  he  was  inter- 
rupted by  a  very  long  and  painful 
fit  of  the  gout,  which  left  him  in  a 
very  weak  and  difpirited  (late  ;  and» 
according  to  the  intelligence  that 
his  friends  gave  of  him,  nothing 
was  thought  to  have  contributed 
more  to  the  reftoration  of  his  fpirits 
than  the  feafouable  acquifition,  at 
this  junfture,  of  a  coUedion  of 
rare  and  undefcrlbed  plants. 

*'  The  fame  which  our  author 
had  now  acquired  by  his  Syftema 
Naturae,  of  which  a  fixth  edition, 
much  enlarged,  had  been  publiflied 
at  Stockholm,  in  1748,  in  8vo.  pp. 
232  with  eight  tables,  explanatory 
of  the  clafles  and  orders  ;  and  which 
was  alfo  republilhed  by  Gronovius 
at  Leyden  ;  had  brought,  as  it  were, 
a  conflux  of  every  thing  rare  and 
valuable  in  every  branch  of  nature, 
from  all  parts  of  the  globe,  into 
Sweden.  The  king  and  queen  of 
Sweden  had  their  feparate  collec- 
tions of  rarieties  ;  the  former  at 
Ulrickfdahl,  the  latter,  very  rich  in 
exotic  infeits  and  fhcUs,  procured  at 
a  great  expence,  at  the  palace  of 
IDrottningholm.  Thefe  our  author 
was  employed  in  arranging  and  de- 
fcribing.  Befides  thefe,  the  mufeum 
of  the  royal  academy  of  Upfal,  had 
been  augmented  by  a  confiderable 
donation  from  the  king,  whilft  he- 
reditary prince,  in  1746;  by  an- 
other, from  count  Gyllenborg,  the 
year  before  ;  by  a  third,  from  M. 
Grill,  an  opulent  citizen  of  Stock- 
holm. 

"  From  this  time  we  fee  the  pro- 
feflbr in  a  more  elevated  rank  and 
fituation  in  life.  His  reputation 
had  already  procured  him  honours 
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froiu  almoft  all  the  Royal  Societies 
in  Europe.  Into  the  Imperial 
Academy,  he  had  been  very  early 
received,  and  diftin?ji.iifhed,  accord- 
ing to  the  cuflom  ot  that  inflitution, 
with  a  claffic  name,  having  moft 
aptly  been  called  Dlofcorides  Secun- 
dus  :  and  in  the  ytar  1753  he  re- 
ceived this  honour  from  the  Royal 
Society  of  London  :  and  his  own 
fovereign,  truly  fenlible  of  his  merit, 
and  gi'eatly  cfteeming  his  charafter 
nnd  abilities,  favoured  him  with  a 
mark  of  his  diftiniSion  and  regard, 
by  creating  him  a  knight  of  the  po- 
lar itar.  It  was  no  longer,  laudatur 
et  alget.  His  emoluments  kept 
pace  wkh  his  fame  and  honours : 
his  practice  in  his  profeffion  became 
lucrative,  and  we  find  him  foon  after 
poflefled  of  his  country  houfe  and 
gardens  at  Hammarby,  about  five 
miles  from  Upfal.  He  had  more- 
over received  one  of  the  moll  flat- 
tering teftimonies  of  the  extent  and 
magnitude  of  his  fame,  that  perhaps 
was  ever  (liewn  to  any  literary  cha- 
rafter,  the  fiatc  of  the  nation  which 
conferred  it,  with  all  its  circum- 
l^ances,  duly  confidercd.  This  was 
an  invitation  to  Madrid,  from  the 
king  of  Spain,  there  to  prefide  as 
a  naturalift,  with  the  offer  of  an 
annual  penfion  for  life  of  2000 
pilloles,  letters  of  nobility,  and 
the  perfe£t  free  exercife  of  his  own 
religion.  An  offer  not  readily  pa- 
ralleled in  the  hillory  of  modern 
times  !  That  he  did  not  accept  of  it 
is  certain,  having,  after  the  moil: 
perfeft  acknowledgements  of  the 
lingular  honour  done  him,  returned 
for  anfvver,  "  that,  if  he  had  any 
merits,  they  were  due  to  his  own 
country." 

"  In  the  year  1755,  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Sciences  at  Stockholm, 
honoured  our  profeflbr  with  one  of 
the  firft  premiums,  agreeably  to  the 


will  of  count  Sparree  ;  who  hajd 
decreed  two  gold  medals,  of  ten  du- 
cats value  each,  to  be  annually 
given  by  the  academy,  to  the  au- 
thors of  fuch  papers,  in  the  pre- 
ceding year's  Stockholm  Ads,  as 
fliould  be  adjudged  moft  ufeful  in 
prom()ting  agriculture  particularly, 
and  all  branches  .vf  rural  occonomy. 
This  metial  bore  on  one  fide,  the 
arms  of  the  count,  with  this  motto, 
Superjlei  in  fcientiis  amor  Fredcrici 
Sparre.  Linnceus  obtained  it  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  paper  ({e  Planth  qua 
Jllpiuv!  Suecicarum  indigcna^  mag7io 
ret  cecono77i'ica  et  tjiedica  etnohimcnto 
fieri  pojjitit^  and  the  ultimate  inten- 
tion was  to  recommend  rhefe  plants, 
as  adapted  to  culture  in  Lapland. 
This  paper  was  inferted  in  the 
Stockholm  A(fls  for  1754,  vol.  xv. 

"  Linnaeus  alfo  obtained  thcj*;-^- 
mlum  centum  aureoruJii^  propofed  by 
the  Imperial  Academy  of  Sciences 
at  Pcterlburgh,  for  the  beft  paper 
written  to  eftablifli,  or  difprove,  by 
new  arguments,  the  dodfrine  of  the 
fexes  of  plants. 

"  It  was,  if  poifible,  an  aduitionc*! 
glory  to  Linnajus  to  have  merited 
this  premium  from  the  Peterlburgh 
academy;  inafiiiuch  as  a  profeflbr 
of  that  fociety,  a  few  years  before, 
had  with  more  than  common  zeal, 
although  with  a  futility  like  that  of 
the  other  antagonills  of  our  author, 
endeavoured  to  overturn  the  whole 
Linnjean  fyllem  of  botany,  by  at- 
tempting to  Ihew  that  the  doctrine 
of  the  fexes  of  plants,  had  no 
foundation  in  nature,  and  was  un- 
fupported  by  fafts  and  experiments. 

In  the  fpring  of  the  year  1772, 
Dr.  jVIurray,  profeflbr  of  phyfic  and 
botany  at  Gotringen,  a  Swede  by 
birth,  who  had  been  educated  under 
Linnsuf,  and  had  long  enjoyed  a 
great  Iharc  of  his  confidence  and 
cfteem,  paid  his  preceptor  a  vifit :  he 
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found  his  faculties  unimpaired,  and 
his  ardor  for  the  improvement  of 
fcience  as  flrong  and  vigorous  as 
ever.  He  fpeaks  with  great  de- 
light of  the  latisfaftion  he  received 
from  his  company,  and  in  the  con- 
templation and  infpedion  of  his  mu- 
feum  at  Hammarby  ;  but  regretted 
much  to  find,  that  Linnaeus  had  no 
farther  thoughts  of  publifliing  a 
new  edition  of  his  Syftem  of  Na- 
ture ;  purpofing  only  to  give  a  fup- 
piement. 

"  It  appears  that  Linnsus,  upon 
the  whole,  enjoyed  a  good  conrtitu- 
tion.  At  times,  hovv'ever,  he  had 
been»  feverely  aflBifted  with  an  he- 
micrania  ;  and  had  not  been  ex- 
empted from  the  gout.  And  not- 
with Handing  the  found  ftate  in  which 
Dr.  Murray  left  him,  we  find,  that 
very  foon  after,  his  memory  became 
fomewhat  impaired.  The  confci- 
oufnefs  of  this  defe6l  was  fald  to 
have  induced  him  to  decline  all 
thoughts  of  farther  publications, 
and  to  tranfmit  to  Dr.  Murray  fuch 
materials  as  were  in  readinefs  to 
complete  future  editions  of  his  Syf- 
tem. 

"  In  the  fummer  of  1776,  it  was 
known  here  that  his  ftrength  was 
declining  apace,  and  his  infirmities 
in  general  much  increafed,  he  being 
unable  to  take  his  ulual  walks  in  his 
garden  without  aiTiftance.  At  the 
latter  end  of  the  year  he  was  feized 
v/ith  an  apoplexy,  which  left  him 
paralytic ;  and  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1777  he  faffered  an- 
other flroke,  which  very  much 
impaired  his  mental  powci"s.  Thefe 
attacks,  at  his  advanced  ftage  of 
}ife,  (hewed  that  diflblution  was  not 
far  off.  But  the  difeafe,  which  was 
faid  to  have  been  the  more  imme- 
diate caufe  of  his  death,  was  an  ul- 
ceration of  the  urinary  bladder. 
Neverthelefs,  he  ianguifhed  through 


the  year,  and  died  on  the  nth  of 
January,  1778,  aged  70  years  and  8 
months. 

"  To  the  lovers  of  fcience  it  will 
not  appear  ftrange,  nor  will  it  be 
unplealant,  to  hear,  that  uncom- 
mon refpeft  was  fliewn  to  the  me- 
mory of  this  great  man.  We  are 
told,  that,  "  on  his  death,  a  general 
mourning  took  place  at  Upfal,  and 
that  his  funeral  procellion  was  at- 
tended by  the  whole  univerlity,  as 
well  profeflbrs  as  ftudents,  and  the 
pall  fupported  by  fixteen  do6lors  of 
phyfic,  all  of  whom  had  been  his 
pupils."  The  king  of  Sweden,  af- 
ter the  death  of  Linnaeus,  ordered 
a  medal  to  be  flruck,  of  which  "one 
fide  exhibits  Linnsus's  buft  and 
name,  and  the  other  Cybele,  in  a 
dejefted  attitude,  holding  in  her  left 
hand  a  key,  and  furrounded  with 
animals  and  growing  plants,  with 
this  legend — Dcam  hiBus angit ayn'if- 
Ji ; — and  beneath, — pojl  ohtum  Up- 
falla^  die  x.  Jan.  m.dcclxxvui, 
Re^e  jubentcJ" — The  fame  generous 
monarch  not  only  honoured  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  with 
his  prefence  when  Linnaeus's  com- 
memoration was  held  at  ^Stockholm, 
but,  as  a  Hill  higher  tribute,  in  his 
fpeech  from  the  throne  to  the  af- 
fcmbly  of  thellates,  lamented  Swe- 
den's lofs  by  his  death.  Nor  was 
he  honoured  only  in  his  own  coun- 
try. The  prefent  learned  and 
worthy  profefTor  of  botany  at  Edin- 
burgh, not  only  pronounced  an  eu- 
logium  in  honour  of  Linnseus,  be- 
fore his  {Indents,  at  the  opening  of 
his  lectures  in  the  fpring  1778,  but 
laid  alfo  the  foundation- ftone  of  a 
monument  to  be  raifed  to  his  me- 
mory ;  which,  while  it  perpetuates 
the  name  and  merits  of  Linnaeus, 
will  do  honour  to  the  founder,  and, 
it  may  be  hoped,  prove  the  means 
of  raifing  ^n  emulation  favourable 

to 


ANECDOTES    OF    LINNiBUS. 


['?] 


to  that  fcience  which  this  illuflrious 
Swede  fo  highly  dignified  and  im- 
proved. This  monument  confifts  of 
n  vafe,  fupported  on  a  pedeftal,  with 
this  infcription. 

L:nn^o  posuit  J.  Hope. 

*'  The  high  reputation  which  this 
great  man  has  long  held  among  the 
naturalifts  throughout  the  world, 
might  readily  perhaps  preclude  any 
encomium  ironi  our  pen  ;  lince,  to 
all  lovers  of  natural  fcience,  bis 
name  itfelf  is  eulogy,  and  will 
doubtlefs  very  long  be  infeparable 
from  the  idea  of  his  extraordinary 
merit.  Might  we,  neverthelefs,  be 
indulged  fo  far,  we  hope  the  follow- 
ing brief  eflimate  of  his  talents  will 
be  thought  juft,  and  eafily  deduced 
from  an  impartial  view  of  his  writ- 
ings. 

**  Nature  had,  in  an  emment 
manner,  been  liberal  in  the  endow- 
ments of  his  mind.  He  feems  to 
have  been  poflefled  of  a  lively  ima- 
gination, correded  however  by  a 
itrong  judgment,  and  guided  by  the 
laws  of  fy lie m.  Add  to  thefe,  the 
moft  retentive  memory,  an  unre- 
mitting induflry,  and  the  greateft 
perfevcrance  in  all  his  purfuits  ;  as 
is  evident  from  that  continued  vi- 
gour with  which  he  profecuted  the 
dcfjgn,  that  he  appears  to  have 
formed  fo  early  in  life,  of  totally 
reforming,  and  fabricating  anew  the 
whole  fcience  of  natural  hiflory  : 
and  this  fabric  he  raifed,  and  gave 
to  it  a  degree  of  perfeilion  unknown 
before  ;  and  had  moreover  tlie  un- 
common felicity  of  living  to  fee  his 
own  ftruflure  rife  above  all  others, 
notwithflanding  everv  difcncourage- 
ment  its  author  at  iiru  laboured  un- 
der, and  the  oppofition  it  afterwards 
met  with.  Neither  has  any  writer 
more  cautioufly  avoided  that  com- 
n>oa  error  of  building  hii  own  fame 


on  the  ruin  of  another  mnn's.  He 
every  where  acknowledged  the  fe- 
veral  merits  of  each  author's  fyltem ; 
and  no  man  appears  to  have  been 
more  fenfible  of  the  partial  defeats 
of  his  own.  Thofe  anomalies  which 
had  principally  been  the  objects  of 
criticifm,  he  well  knew  every  artifi- 
cial arrangement  mull  abound  with  ; 
and  having  laid  it  down  as  a  firm 
maxim,  that  every  fyllem  mufl; 
finally  reft  on  its  intrinfic  merit, 
he  willingly  commits  his  own  to  the 
judgment  of  pofterity.  Perhaps 
there  is  no  circumllance  of  Lin- 
nreus's  life,  which  fhews  him  in  a 
more  dignified  light,  than  his  con- 
dud  towards  his  opponents.  Dif- 
avowing  controverfy,  and  juftly  con- 
fidering  it  as  an  unimportant  and 
truitlels  facrifice  of  time,  he  never 
replied  to  any,  numerous  as  they 
were  at  one  feafon. 

"  To  all  who  fee  the  aid  this  ex- 
traordinary man  has  brought  to  na- 
tural fcience,  his  talents  mufl  ap- 
pear in  a  very  illuflrious  point  of 
view  ;  but  more  efpecially  to  thofe 
who,  from  fimilarity  of  tafte,  are 
qualified  to  fee  more  didindly  the 
valt  extent  of  his  original  defign, 
the  greatnefs  of  his  labour,  and  the 
elaborate  execution  he  has  given 
to  the  whole.  He  had  a  happy 
command  of  the  Latin  tongue,  which 
is  alone  the  language  of  fcience ; 
and  no  man  ever  applied  it  more 
fuccefsfuUy  to  hispurpofcs,  or  gave 
to  defcription  fuch  copioufnefs,  u- 
nited  with  that  precifion  and  con- 
cifenefs,  which  lb  eminently  cha- 
racterize his  writings. 

"  The  ardour  of  Linnjpus's  incli- 
nations to  the  ftudy  of  nature,  from 
his  earliefl  years,  and  that  uncom- 
mon application  which  he  beftoived 
upon  it,  gave  him  a  moft  compre- 
henfive  view,  both  of  its  pleafures 
and   ufefulnefs,    at   the    fame  time 
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t^at  it  opened  to  him  a  wide  field, 
hitherto  but  little  cultivated,  efpe- 
cially  in  his  own  country.     Hence 
lie  was  early  led  to  regret,  that  the 
Hudy  of  natural  hiliory,  as  a  public 
inftitution,   had  not  made  its  way 
into  the   univerfities ;    in  many  of 
which,  logical  difputations,  and  me- 
taphyfical  theories,    had    too  long 
prevailed,  to  the  exclufion  of  more 
ufetul  fciencc.       Availing    himfelf 
therefore  of  the  advantages  which 
he  derived  from  a  large  fliare  of  elo- 
qvience,  and  an    animated   ftyle,  he 
never  failed  to  difplay,  in  a  lively 
■and  convincing  manner,    the  rela- 
tion this    (ludy  hath  to  the  public 
good ;  to  incite  the  great  to  coun- 
tenance and  protC(£\  it  ;  to  encou- 
rage and  allure  youth  into  its  pur- 
fuits,     by    opening     its    manifold 
fources  of  pleafure  to  their  view, 
and  {hewing  them  how  greatly  this 
agreeable  employment  would  add, 
in  a  variety  of  inflances,   both  to 
their  comfort  and  emolument.    His 
extenlive  view  of  natural  hiftory,  as 
connedled  with  almofl  all  the  arts 
of  life,  did  not  allow   him  to  con- 
fine thefe  motives  and  incitements 
to  thofe  only  who  were  defigncd  for 
the  practice  of  phyfic.     He  alfo  la- 
boured to  infpire  the  great  and  opu- 
lent with  a  taile  for  this  ftudy ;   and 
wiflied  particularly  that  fuch  as  were 
devoted  to  an  ecclehailic  life  (hould 
{bare  a  portion  of  natural  fcience  ; 
Tiot  only  as  a  means  of  fwtetening 
rhcir   rural  fituation,    confined,    as 
many  are,  perpetually  to  a  country 
Tclidciice,  but  as  what  would  almoft 
inevitably  lead,  in  a  variety  of  in- 
llances,    to   difcoveries  which  only 
fuch   fituations  could    give    rife  to, 
and  which  the  learned  in  great  ci- 
ties could  have  no  opportunities  to 


make.  Not  to  add,  that  the  mu- 
tual communication  and  enlarge- 
ment of  this  kind  of  knowledge 
among  people  of  equal  rank  in  a 
country  fituation,  muft  prove  one 
of  the  ftrongell:  bonds  of  union  and 
friendlhip,  and  contribute,  in  a 
much  higher  degree  than  the  ufual 
perifiiing  amufements  of  the  age,  to 
the  plcafurcs  and  advantage  of  fo- 
ciety. 

'*  Linnasus  lived  to  enjoy  the 
fruit  of  his  own  labour  in  an  un- 
common degree.  Natural  hiftory 
raifed  itfelf  in  Sweden,  under  his 
culture,  to  a  ftate  of  perfedion  un- 
known elfewhere,  and  was  from 
thence  dilTeminated  through  all  Eu- 
rope. His  pupils  difperfed  them- 
felves  all  over  the  globe,  and,  with 
their  mailer's  fame,  extended  both 
fcience  and  their  own.  More  than 
this,  he  lived  to  fee  the  fovereigns 
of  Europe  eftablifh  feveral  public 
inftitutions  in  favour  of  this  ftudy, 
and  even  profelTorfliips  eftablifhed 
in  divers  univerfities  for  the  fame 
purpofe,  which  do  honour  to  their 
founders  and  patrons,  and  which 
have  excited  a  curiofity  for  the  fci- 
ence, and  a  fenfe  of  its  worth,  that 
cannot  fail  to  further  its  progrefs, 
and  in  time  raife  it  to  that  rank, 
which  it  is  entitled  to  hold  among 
the  puvfuits  of  mankind." 

Notwithftanding  the  extent  of 
the  preceding  article,  it  by  no 
means  doth  full  juftice  to  the  me- 
mory of  LinnsEUS.  For  that  pur- 
pofe, it  would  be  requifite  to  make 
large  extrn^s  from  Dr.  Pulteney's 
Account  of  his  Writings ;  which 
would  carry  us  far  beyond  the  rule 
of  proportion  ncceflary  to  be  ob- 
ferved  in  the  prefcnt  publication. 
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SKETCPI  of  the  LIFE  and  CHARACTER  of  the  famous  Spanlfli 
Poet  LOPE  DE  VEGA. 

jFrom  the  Letters  from  an  Enolidi  Traveller  in  Spain,  in  1778,  on  the 
Origin  and  Progrels  of  Poetry  in  that  Kingdom.] 


*'  r    OPE  Felix  de  Vega  Carpio, 
1  4    born   the   25th  November, 
1562,  was  the  fon  of  Felix  Vegade 
Carpio,  a  gentleman  of  Madrid,  who 
had  the  reputation  of  being  a  very 
good  poet,  a  turn  which  he  obferved 
with  rapture  in  his  child  from  its  in- 
fancy,  and  which  the  fond  parent 
cherifhed  with  the  greateft  delight. 
Ax.  five  years  of  age  young  Lope 
could  read  Spanifh  and  Latin  fluent- 
ly, and  even  make  vcrfes,  which  he 
exchanged  with  his   fchool- fellows 
for  pi6tures  and  other  trifles.     His 
father,  charmed  with  this  furprizing 
dawn  of  genius,   fpared  no  pains  to 
cultivate  a  darling  plant  that  feemed 
to  encourage  the  mo  ft  flattering  ex- 
pevHiations.     At  the  age  of  twelve, 
Lope  was  mafter  of  the  Latin  tongue 
and  the  art  of  rhetoric ;  could  dance 
and  fence  with  cafe  and  dexterity, 
and  fing  with  a  tolerable  tafte.    En- 
dowed with  thefc  accompHfhments, 
he  became  an  orphan  at  his  firll  en- 
trance  into   the  world   with  every 
prefl'ure  of  diftrefs,  and  was  taken 
into  the  fcrvice  of  the  bifliop  of  Avj- 
la,  in  whofe  praife  he  wrote  feveral 
paftorals,  and  made  his  firfi:  drama- 
tic elfay,  with  a  comedy  intitled,  La 
Paftoral  de  Jacinto.      He  foon  af- 
ter quitted  his  patron,  went  to  the 
univerfity    of     Alcala,     where   he 
ftudied  philofophy,  and  took  a  de- 
gree, then  returned  to  Madrid,  and 
became    fecretary    to    the    duke    of 
Alva,  who  cntrufled  him  with  his 
moft  weighty  concerns.   Encouraged 
by  his  new  Mecaenas,  he  again  tuned 
his  lyre,  and  fung  his  praife  in  a 
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poem  Intitled  Arcadia.  About  this 
time  he  married  Donna  Ifabela  dc 
Urbina,  a  lady  of  fafhion,  on  ac- 
count of  whofe  gallantries  he  foon 
after  fought  a  duel,  and  having 
grievoufly  wounded  his  antago- 
nift,  fled  to  Valencia,  where  he 
lived  fome  years  ;  after  which  he 
returned  again  to  Madrid,  where 
lofing  his  wife,  he  felt  himfelf  ani- 
mated with  a  military  ardour,  and 
repaired  to  Cadiz  to  embark  oa 
board  the  great  armada,  fitting  out 
by  Philip  H.  againft  queen  Eliza- 
beth. Li  this  fleet  he  failed  for 
Lilhon,  in  company  with  his  bro- 
ther, a  lieutenant  in  the  Spanilh 
navy,  who  lofl:  his  life  in  that  ex- 
pedition. Our  poet  had  his  fliarc 
of  the  misfortunes  of  that  difap- 
pointed  fleet,  and  appearing  at  Ma- 
drid without  a  Angle  friend,  became 
fecretary  to  the  marquifs  of  Malpi- 
ca,  and  afterwards  to  the  count  of 
Lcmos.  Though  his  firft  marriage 
was  fo  unfuccefsful,  he  was  in  hopes 
of  being  more  fortunate  in  that 
fl:ate  with  Donna  Juana  de  Guardia, 
a  lady  of  rank  whom  he  foon,  after 
loll.  Inconfolable  at  thefe  repeated 
afflidlons,  he  entered  Into  the  ec- 
clcfiaftic  rtate,  v/as  ordained  a  pvieft 
and  appointed  head  chaplain  to  a 
congregation  of  priefls  at  Madrid, 
though  he  ftill  courted  the  mufes, 
making  this  the  chief  relaxation  that 
fottened  his  forrows.  He  was  now 
in  the  zenith  of  his  poetic  glory,  and 
his  reputation  became  fo  univerfal, 
that  pope  Urban  the  Eighth fent  him 
the  degree  of  do6tor  in  divinity,  and 
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the  crofs  of  the  order  of  Malta,  and 
added  too  a  lucrative  poft  in  the  a  po- 
ftollc  exchequer,  which  Lope  held 
to  his  death,  which  happened  in  his 
feventy-thlrd  year,  to  the  great  re- 
gret of  the  court,  and  every  learned 
man  in  the  kingdom.     The  daks  of 
Sefa,  who  was  his  patron  and  exe- 
cutor,  caufed  him  to  be  interred  at 
his  own  expence  with  fuch  pomp 
and  magnificence  as  had  never  been 
feen   before    for   a   private  perfon. 
The  duke  invited  all  the  grandees  of 
the  kingdom,   who  attended  in  per- 
fon, in  token  of  their  concern  at  the 
lofs  of  fo  diftinguiflied  a  charafi-er. 
The  funeral  obfequies  lafted  three 
clays,  all   the  clergy  of  the  king's 
chapel    affifted,    three   bifliops   offi- 
ciated pontifically,  and  three  of  the 
moft  eloquent  orators  exerted  them- 
felves  in  praife  of  the  deceafed,  add- 
ing new  laurels  to  the  fame  of  Lope 
de  Vega,  with  whom,  when  living, 
many  princes  gloried  in  being  ac- 
quainted.    Pope  Urban  wrote  him 
a  letter  in  anfwer  to  a  dedication  of 
his  poem  in  favour  of  Mary  queen 
of  Scots,  intitled,  Corona  tragica  de 
Maria  Stuardo.    Cardinal  Barbarini 
lield  a  very  intimate  correfpondence 
with  him,   as  did  many  other  cardi- 
nals and  noblemen,  who  courted  his 
friendfhip.     When  he  walked  in  the 
Greets,   he  was  gazed  upon  and  fol- 
lowed as  a  prodigy  :  he  was,  more- 
over,  loaded  with  prefents,  and  by 
the  rapid  fale  of  his  numerous  works 
foon  amafled  a  confidenible  fortune, 
and  acquired  a  capital  of   r£jo,ooo 
ducats,  befides  his  annual  income  of 
fifteen  hundred  ducats,  arifing  out  of 
his  benefices  and  employments.   So 
great  was  the  fertilitv  of  his  genius, 
the  amazing  readinels  of  his  wit  and 
rapidity   of  thought,    added  to  his 
animated   expreflion,    that  perhaps 
there  never  was  a  poet  in  the  world, 
either  ancient  or  modein,  that  could 


be  compared   to   him.      His   lyric 
compofitions    and    fugitive   pieces, 
with  his  profe  efTays,  form  a  collec- 
tion  of  fifty   volumes,    befides  his 
dramatic  works,   which  make  twen- 
ty-fix volumes  more  ;  exclufively  of 
four    hundred    fcriptural    dramatic 
pieces,  called  in  Spain  Autos  Sacra- 
mentales,  all  which  were  fucceffively 
brought  on  the  fiage :  and  what  is 
ftill  more  extraordinary,  fpeaking  of 
his  printed  works,  in  one  of  his  paf- 
torals  to  Claudio,  he  fays  they  jForm 
the  leall  part  of  what  ftill  remained 
in  his  clofet.     It  appears  from  his 
own  authority,   that  he  ufed  con- 
ftantly  to   write  five  flieets  a  day, 
which  multiplied  by  the  days  of  his 
life,    would  make   133,225  fheets : 
then  reckoning  the  number  of  verfes 
correfponding  to  each  flieet,  it  will 
appear  that  exclufively  of  profe  he 
wrote  2 1,316,000  verfes,  an  unheard 
of  exertion  and  facility  of  verfifica- 
tion  !    Our  author  polfefTed  an  in- 
exhauftible  fund,  which,  like  the  fire 
of  Vefuvius,    continually   afforded 
new  matter,   and  blazed  out  incef- 
fantly.   So  extraordinary  was  the  ra- 
pidity of  his  genius,   that  he  would 
often  finifh  a  play  in   twenty-four 
hours,  and   fome  comedies   in  lefs 
than  five  hours,  with  as  much  cor- 
reftnefs  and  elegance  in  his  verfe, 
as  the  moft  laboured  pieces  of  other 
writers  of  his  time.     Such  was  the 
contemporary  of  Sir  Philip  Sidney, 
Shakfpeare,   and    Spenfer.     Li  his 
Laurel  de  Apollo,  he  has  celebrated 
all  the  good  poets  of  his  time,   but 
none  were  more  univerfally  praifed 
from   all    parts  than   himfelf :    his 
furprizing  faculties  were  fuch,  that 
though  in  his  dramatic  pieces  he  broke 
through  all  rules  of  art,  yet  fuch 
was  his  fuccefs,  that  he  was  con- 
flantly  the  favourite  of  the  public, 
and  drew   perpetual  burfts   of   ap- 
plaufe.    It  was  not  his  fault  if  his 

fuC' 
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f  ucceflbrs  had  not  his  talents  to  conceal 
their  defefts,  and  only  imitated  his 
iuiperfeftions,  rendering  the  Spanifli 
drama  infiipportable  when  deprived 
of  the  beauties  of  Lope.    This  was 
forefeen    by    Cervantes,    who    re- 
proaches our  poet  with  delTroying 
the  rules  of  the  drama,  as  laid  down 
by  the  ancients,  in  order  to   court 
popular  applaufe  ;   to  obtain  which 
he  loft  fight  of  every  idea  of  nature, 
or  good  tafte  ;  adding,  that  the  pro- 
bability  of  fable   dwindled   in   his 
hands,  and  was  wafted  away  by  the 
enchanting    magic    of    verfe ;     all 
unity  of  time  and  place  was  annihi- 
lated ;  his  heroes  came  out  of  their 
cradles,  and  wandered  trom  eaft  or 
weft  as  lovers  or  combatants,  put  on 
the  cowl  of  monks,  died  in  cloyfters, 
and  worked  miracles  on  the  ftage. 
The  fcene  is  tranfported  from  Italy 
to  Flanders,    and  as   eafily    fliifted 
from   Valencia  to    Mexico.     Foot- 
men difcourfe  like  courtiers,  princes 
like  bullies,  and  ladies  like  chamber- 
maids.    The    afkors  appear  in  le- 
gions, often  feventy  at  a  time,  and 
clofe    with    numerous    proceffions, 
which  are  ftill  kept  up  with  us,   as 
well  as  opening  graves,  and  burying 
the  dead,  performingthe  moft  awful 
rites  of  mortality  by  way  of  amufe- 
ment,  which  for  my  part  I  muft  own 
makes  ray  heart  recoil  at  the  difmal 
fight ;   nor  can  the  moft  captivating 
language   of  Shakfpeafe  overcome 
my  feelings  at  this  glaring  indeco- 
rum. 

"  So  fenfible  was  Lope  of  the  wild- 
ncfs    of  his  imagination,   and  how 


wantonly  he  fported  with  the  con- 
fidence of  the  public,  that,  fpeaking 
of  himfelf,  he  acknowledges  his 
fault  in  the  following  words  : 

Mas  ninguno  de  todos  Uamar  puedo 
Masbarbani  que  yo,  pues  contra  el  arte 
Me  atrevo  a  dar  preceptos,  y  me  dexo 
Llevar  de  la  vulgar  corriente,  a  donde 
Me  Ilaman  ignorantc,  Italia  y  Francia. 

And  again, 

Y  efcrivo  por  el  arte>  que  invelitaron 
Los  que  el  vulgar  aplaufo  pretendieron 
Porque  como  los  paga  el  vulgar,  es  JuftO 
Hablarle  en  necio,  para  dark  gufto. 

That  is,  *'  that  he  was  fenfible  of 
the  reproaches  Italy  and  France 
would  make  him,  for  breaking 
through  all  rules  to  pleafe  the  igno- 
rant public  ;  but  fince  it  was  they, 
that  paid  for  it,  they  had  a  right  to 
be  pleafed  in  their  own  way.*' 

*'  I  have  now  given  you  both  fides 
of  the  queftion,  refpefting  this  great 
man  :  were  I  to  fpeak  to  you  of  his 
perfonal  virtues,  they  are  yet  fupe- 
rior  to  his  literary  talents.  His  be- 
nevolence and  charity  towards  the 
indigent  and  diftrefled  were  fo  great, 
that  he  always  extended  his  hand  to 
the  needy  ;  inforauch  that  notwith- 
ftanding  his  confiderable  fortune 
and  income,  not  more  than  fix  thou- 
land  ducats  were  found  at  his  death, 
O  lUuftrious  bard,  if  an  Englifhmaa 
is  not  capable  of  doing  juftice  to  thy 
poetical  numbers,  and  the  harmony 
of  thy  verfe,  accept  at  leaft  of  this 
tribute  to  the  goodnefs  of  thy 
heart." 


ACCOUNT  of  the  MARQUIS  OF  VILLENA,  In  a  great  Mea- 
fure  the  Father  of  Spanilh  Poetry. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 

**   TT  remains  forme,   however,     chara£l-er  appears  confpicuous  in  th« 

X  }o    fay    fomething      of   the     poetical  annals  of  his  country  ;  be- 

marquis  of  Viilcna,    whofe   great    ing  in  a  manner  the  father  of  poetry 

1781,  JS  I  in 
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in  Spain,  as  well  as  the  brighteft  or- 
nament of  his  age.  This  illuftiious 
nobleman,  of  the  royal  lioule  ot  Ara- 
gon,  clillinguiflied  hirafeU"  early  in 
poeny,  philofophy,  and  aftrology, 
and  with  fuch  attachment  to  this  laft 
fcience,  that  amongft  his  ignorant 
countrymen  he  generally  palled  for 
a  necromancer.  As  his  family  had 
been  difpoffelTed  of  the  marquifate 
of  Villena,  Henry  HI.  had  given 
him  the  earldom  of  Cangas,  and  af- 
terwards procured  him  to  be  elected 
grand-mailer  of  the  military  and  reli- 
gious order  of Calatrava.  Forthispur- 
pofe,  the  marquis  botained  a  divorce 
from  his  wife,  underpretenceot  a  natu- 
ral impediment ;  then  ceded  the  earl- 
dom of  Lang:is  to  the  crown,  that  it 
toight  not  tall  into  his  order  at  his 
death,  and  was  elefted  grand-mafler. 
Some  of  the  knights  however  proteft- 
ed,  and  elefted  Don  Luis  de  Guf- 
man,  a  Caftilian  nobleman  ;  but  the 
king  went  in  perfon  to  Calatrava, 
piit  the  marquis  in  pofl'eflion,  and 
every  thing  was  quiet  till  the  death 
of  the  king,  when  Gufman,  who  had 
fled  to  Rome,  renewed  his  claim  be- 
fore the  pope,  and  the  knights  re- 
fafed  larther  obedience.  A  long 
lliit  was  commenced,  which  lafted  fix 
years,  and  was  referred  to  the  gene- 
ral chapter  of  the  order  of  Cifler, 
held  in  Burgundy.  Whilft  this  was 
depending,  the  marquis  attended 
on  his  uncle  Don  Ferdinand  of  Ara- 
gon,  when  he  fucceeded  to  that 
crown,  and  came  with  him  to  Bar- 
celona, where  he  preiided  at  the  con- 
flftory  of  Trobadours,  and  wrote  a 
theatrical  piece,  in  which,  juftice, 
truth,  mercy,  and  peace,  were  the 
principal  charafters.  In  the  midll 
ot  th*fe  rejoicings,  news  came,  in 
J  41 4,  that  he  had  loft  his  eleftion, 
and  was  deprived  of  his  grand-ma  fter- 
lliip  ;  with  an  injunftion  to  cohabit 
again  with  his  lawful  wife,  which  he 


c<Dmplied  with^  and  became  a  fultor 
at  the  court  of  king  John  II.  then  an 
infant,  for  an  indemnification  for  his 
earldom  of  Cangas.  After  much 
folicitation  he  obtained  the  lordfhip 
of  Inicfta,  where  he  retired  with  his 
wife,  and  gave  hiinfelf  up  to  philofo- 
phy and  the  Mufes.  Befides  a  tranfla- 
tion  of  Dante  into  pi'ofe,  he  tranflated 
the /Eneis  of  Virgil  in  Spanifli  verle, 
at  the  requeft  of  his  kinfman  John 
king  of  Navarre,  and  intended  to 
dedicate  it  to  that  monarch  ;  for 
which  purpofe  he  had  affixed  a 
painting,  in  which  the  king  of  Na- 
varre is  reprefented  fitting  on  hi» 
throne,  and  the  marquis  prcfenting 
him  his  bopk  :  but  when  all  this 
was  completed,  he  dropped  his  de- 
lign,  as  that  monarch  went  to  war 
with  the  king  of  C^i^ile,  on  which, 
account  he  avoided  all  farther  com- 
munication with  him.  His  moft 
famous  piece  was  his  book  on  tlic 
Gaya  Sciencia,  which  is  a  complete 
fyftem  of  poetry,  rhetoric,  and  ora- 
tory, befides  defcribing  all  the  cere- 
monies of  the  Trobadours  at  their 
public  exhibitions.  This  work  he 
dedicated  tohisilluftrious  and  learned 
friend,  the  marquis  of  Santillana. 

After  fuffering  much  from  the 
gout,  he  died  in  retirement  in  1434. 
His  fine  library  was  burned  under 
the  notion  of  his  knowledge  of  ma- 
gic; and  the  bifliop  of  Segovia,  con- 
feffor  to  the  king,  who  was  charged 
with  this  commilfion,  is  faid  to  have 
referred  moft  of  the  books  for  him- 
felf. 

"  Thus  ended  this  great  philo- 
fopher  and  friend  of  the  Mufes,  who 
was  contemporary  with  our  poet 
Lydgate,  and  had  juft  reached  the 
days  of  the  renowned  Chaucer,  the 
father  of  Englilh  poetry,  whom  he 
greatly  refembled.  With  him  he 
ran  the  career  of  courts,  and  ex- 
peiienccd  the  ficklenefsj  of  royal  fa- 
vour, 
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vour,  equally  preferring  retirement 
and  rtudy  ;  and  like  him,  had  the 
merit  of  refining  the  language  and 
poetry  of  his  country.  Thus  the 
names  of  bothbards  have  been  jointly 
handed  down  with  veneration,  by  a 
grateful  pofrerity  !  jf  their  verfe 
wanted  melody,  it  was  owing  to  the 
inaccuracy  of  meafure,  and  imper- 


fecTtion  of  language  at  thnt  time, 
when  both  the  EngliQi  and  CallUi- 
ans  feem  more  to  have  courted  the 
god  Mars,  than  Apollo  ;  for  while 
the  Caitihans  were  daily  encroach- 
ing on  the  Moors,  the  vii.'-.tcriGus 
banners  of  England  were  triompiiant: 
in  Paris,  where  our  Henry  VI.  vvq,3 
crowned  king  of  France."' 


Some  PARTICULARS  concerning  the  celebrated  QUEVEDOj 
[From  the  fame  Work.] 


"  T\ /TANY  poets,  however,  fup- 
J[Vx  ported  the  fpirit  of  the 
golden  age,  fuch  as  Vicente  Efpi- 
pel,  Don  Louis  de  Ulloa,  Pedro  de 
Eipinofa,  Don  Francifco  Quevedo, 
Don  juan  de  Jauregui,  Solis  the 
hiflorian,  and  others,  who  like  fall- 
ing leaves  announced  the  long  win- 
ter that  was  to  follov/.  The  name 
of  Quevedo  is  well  known  to  you, 
and  his  Vifions,  which  have  been 
tranl]ated  intoEaglira.  His  genius 
was  fuch,  that  neither  the  perfe- 
cutions  he  fuffered  from  his  ene- 
mies, or  other  mortifications  could 
damp  his  bold  mafculine  fpirit,  or 
the  keennefs  of  his  fatire.  Befides 
his  merit  as  a  poet  he  was  well 
verfed  in  the  oriental  languages, 
and  of  great  erudition. — His  poems 
appeared  under  the  feigned  name  of 
the  Bachelor  Francifco  de  la  Torre. 
When  the  Duke  of  Ofluna  was  vice- 
roy of  Naples,  he  v/as  employed  in 
feveral  commiffions  of  confcquencc 
amongft  the  Italian  ftates,  and  had 
the  addrefs  to  go  to  Venice,  on  a 
particular  objetl,  difguifed  as  a 
mendicant.  The  viceroy  ient  him 
to  court,  acknowledging  his  great 
fervices,  for  which  he  was  made  a 
knight  of  St.  James, — When  the 
idyke's  intereft  and  fjivour  declined? 


he  came  in  for  his  (hare  of  difgracs, 
and  was  three  years  in  confinement, 
afflided  with  iUnefs ;  but  nothing 
appearing  againil  him,  he  was  (ct 
at  liberty.  Difgufted  with  the; 
ficklenefs  of  court  favour,  and  at- 
tendance of  the  great,  he  refufed 
feveral  employ  m.ents  that  were  ofi'er- 
cd  him,  as  well  in  the  ininillry,  as 
the  embafTy  to  Genoa  ;  and  retired 
to  his  own  feat,  where  he  gave  hlm- 
felf  up  intirely  to  literary  purfuirs. 
At  the  age  of  fitty-four,  he  entered 
into  the  flate  of  matrimony,  with 
Dona  Efperanza  de  Aragon,  a  lady 
of  rank,  whom  he  foon  had  the  misr 
fortune  to  lofe,  iiriding  no  other 
alleviation  than  fuch  as  arofe  from 
his  philofophical  difpofitiou.  But 
the  envenomed  fliafts  ot  envy  fllU 
reached  him  in  his  folitude.  — On  a 
falfe  accufation  of  being  the  author  of 
an  infamous  libel,  he  was  arrefted 
in  the  night,  put  in  clofe  confiUe- 
me{it,  and  his  eftate  fequeftered. 
In  this  fituation  he  laboured  under 
various  difeafes,  with  acute  pain  of 
body  and  mind  ;  his  patrimony 
feized,  and  himfelf  fupported  by 
charity !  Under  this  diftrefs  he 
wrote  that  elegant  and  pathetic  let- 
ter to  the  prime-miniiler  Olivarezj 
v.'hich  procured   his  ^xilargement ; 


[.o]        ANECDOTES  OF  THE  QUEEN  OF  FRANCE. 


the  cafe  was  enquired  into,  and  the 
calumny,  as  well  as  its  author,  dif- 
covered.  He  once  more  returned  to 
court  to  recover  his  eftate,  which 
had  fuftered  various  depredations  : 
but  this  ungrateful  theatre  he  foon 
abandoned,  and  retired  to  his  coun- 
try feat,  overwhelmed  with  illncfs, 
the  confeqiience  of  his  cruel  impri- 
fonment,  all  which  he  bore  with 
manly  fortitude,  and  finifhed  his  days 
with  exemplary  and  Chriftian  refig- 
nation,  in  the  65th  year  of  his  age, 
in  1645.  His  perfon  was  engaging, 
his  complexion  fair,  and  he  had 
great  exprellion  in  his  countenance; 
but  from  continual  ftudy,  his  eyes 
were  fo  w^eakened,  that  he  conftant- 
ly  wbre  fpeftacles. — Such  was  Que- 
vedo,  one  of  the  gveateft  fcholars 
and  moll  eminent  poets  of  his  time'; 
whofe  youth  was  fpent  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  his  country  in  Italy,  where 
he  diftinguiflied  himfelf  with  the  ut- 
mofl  fagacity  and  prudence. — To 
give  you  an  idea  of  his  extenfive 
knowledge  and  profound  erudition, 
I  own  myfelf  at  a  lofs ;  much  lefs  to 
fpeak  of  his  numerous  though  ex- 


cellent writings.  —  His  moral  dif- 
courfes  prove  his  found  dodlrine  and 
religious  fentiments,  while  his  lite- 
rary pieces  difplay  his  infinite  judg- 
ment and  refined  tade.  — His  gre« 
knowledge  of  Hebrew  is  apparent 
from  the  report  of  the  hiilorian  Ma- 
riana to  the  king,  requefting  that 
Quevedo  might  revife  the  new  edi- 
tion of  the  Bible  of  Arias  Monta- 
nus.  His  tranllations  of  Epiftetus 
and  Fhocylides,  with  his  imitations 
of  Anacreon,  and  other  Greek  au- 
thors, fhew  how  well  he  was  verfed 
in  thnt  language  :  that  he  was  a  La- 
tin fcholar,  his  conftantcorrefpond- 
ence,  from  the  age  of  twenty,  with 
Lipfius,  Chifflet,  and  Scioppius, 
will  fufficiently  illuftrate.  —  As  a 
poet,  he  excelled  both  in  the  ferious 
and  burlefque  ftyle,  and  was  Angu- 
larly happy  in  that  particular  turn 
we  have  fince  admired  in  Butler 
and  Swift.  His  library,  which  con- 
fifted  of  about  five  thoufimd  vo- 
lumes, was  reduced,  at  his  death, 
to  about  two  thoufand,  and  is  pre- 
ferved  in  the  convent  of  St.  Martin, 
at  Madrid." 


JBEHAVIOUR     of  the    prefent   QUEEN     of    FRANCE, 
upon  her  firft  coming  into  that  Country  as  Dauphinefs,  in  1770. 

[From  the  Private  Life  of  Lewis  the  Fifteenth.] 

very  grave  and  anftere,  and  was  conti- 
nually reprefenting  to  the  princefs 
thnt  fi-.e  derogated  from  the  cuftoms 
of  her  rank  :  but  the  dauphinefs  did 
not  the  lefs  follow  her  own  inclina- 
tions, efpecially  in  matters  which 
fuited  the  chearfulnefs  of  her  difpo- 
fition,  and  her  health.  She  walked 
alone,  without  a  gentleman-uiher  ; 
file  went  out  when,  and  in  what 
manner  fl-.e  pleafed  j  flie  walked  on 

looti 


n  'HE  dauphinefs  was  the 
^  general  topic  of  converfa- 
tion  :  every  one  aj^/lauded  her  live- 
ly and  engaging  ftuinners,  and  the 
freedom  with  which  flie  got  away 
fiom  the  multitude  that  furrounded 
her.  She  did  nothing,  however, 
without  the  king's  eonfent.  She  ufed 
to  call  the  countefs  de  Noailles, 
her  lady  of  the  bed-chamber,  Mii- 
d.ams  Etiquette.      This  lady  was 
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foot  ;  and  in  this  way  (he  formed 
her  natural  powers,  and  improved 
the  Ihength  fhe  acquired  by  age. 
She  invited  to  dinner  and  fupper, 
whenever  it  occurred  to  her,  her 
brothers,  her  fifters,  her  aunts;  and 
went  to  eat  along  with  them  with 
the  fame  freedom  :  in  a  word,  fhe 
introduced,  as  much  as  {he  could, 
the  intimate  familiarity  in  which 
the  court  of  Vienna  live  among 
themfelves,  who,  though  very  jea- 
lous of  their  ceremonials  in  piiblic, 
pafs  their  lives  in  the  utmolt  eafe 
and  good  humour  within. 

*■*  This  mode  of  living,  fo  ana- 
logous to  the  real  difpolition  of 
Lewis  XV.  would  have  been  infi- 


nitely fultable  to  him  in  thofehnppy 
times,  when  he  pofiefled  the  fame 
innocence  as  his  daughter-in-law. 
But  at  a  certain  time  of  life,  refor- 
mation takes  place  no  more.  Be- 
(ides,  it  was  the  intereft  of  the  mi- 
nifters,  of  the  favourites,  and  of  his 
miftrefs,  that  he  fhould  not  give 
himfelf  up  too  much  to  his  family  : 
and  if  his  friendfhip  and  kindnefs 
for  the  dauphinefs  did  not  permit 
him  to  reftrain  her  as  much  as  they 
could  have  wiflied,  they  at  leaft  fuc- 
ceeded  in  keeping  him  from  her,  in- 
Head  of  drawing  him  nearer  to  her; 
to  which  the  eafy  manners  flie  had 
adopted  with  his  majefty  would  ne- 
ceffarily  have  contributed." 


CHARACTER  of  the  ABBE  TERRAI,  Comptroller  General 
of  the  Finances  in  France. 


[From  the  fame  Work.] 


*'  '  1"^  HIS  villain — for  pofterity 
X      will  no  doubt  confirm  to 
him  a  qualification  he  has  fo  juftly 
acquired  trom  his  contemporaries — 
was  diftingulilied  from    the   others 
which  furrounded  the  fovereign,  by 
a  fingular  apathy  :  the  others  were 
at  leaft  tormented  with  violent  paf- 
lions,  the  efFefts  of  which   cannot 
be  calculated,  and  from   which  the 
moft  virtuous  men  are  not  always 
exempt.     The  Abbe  Terrai  was  in- 
different either  to  good  or  evil :  he 
did    the    one   without    inclination, 
and  the  other  without  remorfe.  Un- 
der Henry  TV.  he  might  have  been 
a  Sully,  under  Lewis  XV.   be  was 
a  monfler  :   he  had   all  the  qualities 
neceflary  to  fucceed  in  both  the  ex- 
tremes. Unfortunately,  he  had  only 
an  occafion  to  difplay  the  moft  dc- 
teftable  of  them,  and  he  did  it  in 


the    higheft    degree.      Intrepid    in 
crimes,  he  difdained  the  hyprocrify 
of  the  chancellor,  and   did  not  at- 
tempt to  conceal  his  charafter.    He 
was  little  inclined  to  love,  bttt  from 
conftitutirn  ;  and  difplayed  the  fame 
apathy  in  his  amorous  purfuits,  as 
in  every  other  particular.     In  his 
new  houfe,  in   the   ftreet  of  Notrs 
Dame  des  Champs,  he  had  a  fuperb 
bed,  the  bottom  of  which  was  fur- 
niflied  with  a  pifturc  concealed  :  on 
drawing  up  the  curtain,  a  woman 
was    reprefented    naked,    and,    to 
thofe  v/ho  were  curious  of  feeing  it, 
he  ufed  to  fay  "  Ladies,  this  is  the 
coftume."     He  was  never  governed 
by  any  of  his  miftrefles  :  the  Baron- 
efs  de  la  Garde  fold  the  favours  of 
this  minifter,  rsther  publicly  :    he 
winked  at  it,  becaufe  he   found  it 
convenient  to  return  her  favours  in 
£  3  this 
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this  manner.  When  he  faw  that  this 
mit^^ht  do  him  an  injury,  and  that 
very  dangerous  murmurs  refulted 
from  it,  he  caufed  her  to  be  exiled, 
and  lent  her  from  his  houfe  in  a 
very  harfli  manner.  He  made  no 
fcruplc  of  cohabiting'  with  Madame 
Dunierval,  his  illegitimate  daugh- 
ter :  this  was  a  delicate  morlel  he 
had  referved  for  himfelf,  and  he 
had  had  her  educated  on  purpofe. 
He  detachedhimfelf  from  her,  when 
(he  became  agreeable  to  Madame 
Dubarri,  and  when  it  was  in  agita- 
tion to  propofc  her  to  Lewis  XV. 

"  The  Abbe  Terrai  was  very 
little  concerned  about  the  com- 
plaints of  the  malecontents.  He 
did  not  vvi{h  that  they  fhould  be  li- 
Xeijced :  he  ufed  to  fay,  it  was  fit 
that  thofe  who  were  flayed  fliould 
be  fuuered  to  cry  out.  The  fame 
lir.ccrity  made  him  acknowledge 
what  he  was.  The  agents  of  the 
clergy  reprefented  to  him,  in  a  cir- 
cumftance  which  concerned  their 
ord.er,  that  he  was  committing  an 
iiijullice:  he  anfwered,  "  Who  tells 
you  that  it  is  jull:?  Do  you  exped: 
any  thing  elfe  from  me  ?"  Another 
time,  when  one  of  them,  being 
violently  piqued,  exclaimed  "■  Why^ 
IV'Tonleigneur,  this  is  taking  it  out 
of  people's  pockets,"  he  replied, 
"  Where  elfe  would  you  have  me 
take  it  ?"  He  laughed  at  all  the 
witticifins,  epigrams,  and  pamph- 
lets which  were  made  againfl:  him. 
He  was  called  at  court  the  fpoilt 
child,  becaufe  he  touched  every 
thing  5  and  the  long  broom,  becaufe 
he  reached  every  where  :  all  thcle 
nick-names  were  a  matter  of  fport 
to  him.  One  day,  palling  through 
an  oval  fpace  filled  with  courtiers, 
he  was  following  one  of  the  MuVs, 
ior  whom  the  croud  had  opened 
with  a  kind  of  lefpedt ;  but  the  pref- 


fure  afterwards  increafing,  the  Abbe 
found  himfelf  violently  fc[ueezed ; 
and,  humbly  allcing  that  he  might 
be  fuffered  to  pafs,  and  that  they 
would  not  fllfie  him,  he  heard  a 
voice  which  arii'wered,  "  We  make 
room  here  only  for  honeft  people;'* 
an  anfvver,  which,  when  his  perfon 
was  fafe,  gave  him  no  kind  of  dif- 
turbance.  His  only  care  was  to 
find  money,  in  order  that  he  might 
not  be  difmified ;  and,  as  he  was 
not  nice  in  expedients,  he  had  little 
difficulty.  While  he  maintained 
himfelf  in  his  place,  and  even  ex- 
tended it  (for,  without  being  fund 
of  either  the  arts  or  the  fciences,  he 
had  taken  from  the  Marq-uis  de  Ma- 
rigny  the  poll  of  direftor  of  the 
buildings),  he  waited  till  he  had  a 
favourable  opportunity  to  refign  his 
department  for  one  that  was  better. 
In  order  even  to  hailen  this  mo- 
ment, he  had  thought  of  being 
made  cardinal,  and  the  report  was 
fpread,  that  he  had  bought  of  the 
Pretender  the  nomination  to  the  hat 
for  five  hundred  thoufand  livres. 
With  this  dignity  he  could  not  have 
been  fullered  to  remain  a  comptrol- 
ler, and  it  would  have,  been  necef- 
fary  to  revive  for  him  the  poll  of 
fupcrintendanr,  as  he  would  then 
have  been  raifed  above  all  the  other 
minillers.  Till  this  brilliant  pro- 
fpeft  was  realized,  he  was  continu- 
ally ifiuing  money  edifts ;  and  on 
the  day  of  the  death  of  Lewis  XV. 
a  declaration  was  polled  up  in  the 
park  of  Verfailles,  fignifying  the 
continuation  of  the  new  taxes.  This 
declaration  had  been  pubiiihed  a 
little  before,  or  even  while  the  mo- 
narch was  breathing  his  laft,  with 
the  following  infcription:  "  C'<yi 
ainfi  qucn  partanf,  je  "jous  fats  mcs 
adicux.  \.  e.  Thus  I  dep.irt,  and 
take  my  laft  farewell." 

ANEC' 
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ANECDOTES  of  MADAME  DUBARRI,   the  late  King 
of  France's  Miftrefs. 

.     [From  the  finne  Work.] 


*'  T  N   a  fliort   time  fhe  had   ac- 
j|l   quired  an   afccndaut    greater 
than  any  ot  thole  who  had  preceded 
her  ;   and  the  Iceptre  of  Lewis  XV. 
—hitherto  akernately  the  plaything 
of  love,  ambition,  or   avarice — be- 
came, in  the  hands  of  the  countefs, 
the  bauble  of  tolly.      Could    any 
thing,  indeed,  be  more  extravagant 
than  the  trivolous  actions  then  paiF- 
ing  at  court ;    than    thofe  private 
fcenes  between  the  two  lovers,  fiill 
too  public,  hnce  they  were  revealed 
by    indifcreet    fpciftators  ?       Upon 
hearing    a    multiplicity    of     anec- 
dotes  related,  with  which   the  fo- 
cieties  at  Paris  were  enlivened,  one 
might  have  imagined.^  that  the  ex- 
travagances of  the  palace  of  Caligu- 
la were  reproduced  under  a  different 
coflume.     At  one  time,  it  was  Ma- 
dame   Dubari'i,    who,    riiing    from 
her  bed,  iw  prcicnce  of  the  king  and 
a  notary,  made  the  pope's  nuncio 
give  her   one  of  her  Ihppers,  nnd 
the  grand  almoner  the  other  j  while 
thefe   two    prelates   thought    them- 
felves  amply   indemnified   for    this 
mean   and  ridiculous  employmcntj 
by  carting  a    fugitive  glance   upon 
the  charms  of  this  beauty.  Another 
time,    it  was    the    Marchionefs  de 
Rofes,    a    lady    attending    on    the 
Countefs   de    Provence,    who   was 
whipped  by   the  women  of  the  fa- 
vourite, in  her  prefence,  under  pre- 
tence that  the  king,  making  an  ex- 
cufe   for  her  on   the   fcore  of  her 
youth,  with  refpeft  to  fome   fault 
«;ommitied  by  her,  had  faid  in  iefl, 
"  Plhavv  !  {he  is  but  a  child   fit  to 
be  whipped  ;"  after  which  ceremo- 
ny,  thofe  two  madcaps  embraced 


each  other,  and  grew  more  intimate 
than  ever.  It  was  by  an  adulation 
ftlll  more  contemptible,  that  the 
Duke  de  Trefmes,  not  finding  the 
favourite  at  home,  wrote  upon 
her  door,  "  The  Marmozet  of  the 
Countefs  Dubarri  is  come  to  pay 
his  homage  to  her,  and  to  make  her 
laugh;"  becaufe  file  ufed  to  divert 
herfelf  with  this  nobleman's  defor- 
mity, and  that  he  thought  himlelf 
too  fortunate  to  be  the  object  of 
her  ridicule.  Add  to  this,  M.  de 
Eoifnes'  granting  the  crois  ot  St. 
Louis  to  the  commilfiry  ot  the 
navy,  in  acknowledgment  ot  a  pa- 
roquet he  had  made  a  prefeiu  or  to 
the  countefs.  Farther,  what  a  ri- 
diculous indecency  was  it  to  lee  Ma- 
dame Dubarri  tap  the  Duke  ot  Or- 
leans upon  his  belly,  when  he  came 
to  folicit  her  to  favour  his  marriage 
with  Madame  de  Montellbn,  and  to 
engage  the  king  to  acknowledge  her 
as  Duchefs  of  Orleans,  and  at  the 
fame  time  fay  to  him,  "  Marry  her 
neverthelefs,  gros  pere,  we  will 
fee  what  we  can  do  for  you  after- 
wards ;  you  are  fenfible  that  I  am 
ftrongly  intercfted  in  the  matter;" 
as  if  ilie  had  not  defpalred  one  day 
of  treading  in  the  rteps  or  Madame 
de  Maintenon. 

"  Nothing,  undoubtedly,  could 
equal  the  fcrvility  of  Lewis  XV. 
who,  participating  the  favours  of 
this  lady  with  her  little  Negro,  creat- 
ed, in  order  to  pleafe  her,  Zamore 
governor  of  the  caftle  of  Lucienne, 
with  an  appointment  of  fix  hundred 
livres,  and  made  the  chancellor  feal 
the  grant  of  it  tor  him  ;  who  fut- 
fered  his  miflrefs  to  ntnk  him  with 
J»  4  his 
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his  footmen,  and  received  the  name 
of  La  France  from  her,  and  ufed  to 
laugh  at  it,  in  his  little  apartments, 
xvhere  he  frequently  delighted  in 
making  his  own  breakfaft.  What 
man  in  the  kingdom  has  not  heard 
the  exclamation  of  Madame  Dubar- 
ri,  while  fhe  was  in  bed,  to  the 
Icing,  who,  preparing  his  coffee, 
had  his  attention  engaged  with  fome 
other  obje6t :  "  Hoa,  La  France ! 
take  care  !  your  coffee  runs  over  at 
3  d- — 1  of  a  rate!" 

"  It  was  this  very  woman,  fo 
abandoned,  fo  grofs,  and  fo  difguft- 
ing  in  domelHc  life,  who  gave  au- 
dience to  the  ambaffadors  ;  who  faw 
herfelt  furrounded  by  the  deputies 
of  the  confederates,  and  by  thofe  of 
all  the  petty  principalities  in  Ger- 
many, trembling  for  their  deftiny, 
at  the  time  of  the  djvilion  of  Poland, 
and  foliclting  her  intereft  with  the 
king  for  their  fupport.  It  was  this 
fame  woman  v.hom  Lewis  XV.  car- 
ried in  triumph  to  fee  the  ceremony 
of  the  clearing  of  the  arches  of  the 
bridge  of  Neuilli ;  a  fight  from 
tvhich  the  princeffes,  and  even  the 
dauphinefs,  were  excluded,  in  order 
that  flie  might  not  be  eclipfed.  It 
was  this  fame  woman  who  had  raifed 
the  anger  of  Lewis  XV. — on  ac- 
count of  the  prefumptive  heir  of 
the  throne  having  kept  her  from  the 
fociety  of  his  auguff  confort,  in  a 
fupper  of  reconciliation  contri^^ed  by 
^n  intriguing  woman  of  the  court — 
to  fuch  a  desftee,  that  he  figrnified 


his  difpleafure  by  faying,  *'  I  fee 
my  children  do  not  love  me  !"  It 
was  this  fame  woman  for  whom  a 
toilet  of  gold  was  preparing,  aU 
though  the  dauphinefs  had  not  one, 
and  the  queen  never  had  had  any. 
The  looking-glafs  efpecially  was  re- 
markable, in  having  at  the  top  of 
it  two  little  Cupids  holding  a  crown 
fufpended  over  her  head,  every  time 
flie  looked  in  it ;  a  fymbol  of  that 
fhe  one  day  thought  herfelf  deflined 
to  wear.  It  was  this  very  woman 
who,  not  finding  herfelf  fufficiently 
well  lodged  in  the  palace  of  a  princefs 
of  the  blood,  had  caufed  the  new 
pavillion  of  Lucienne  to  be  con- 
flrufted ;  a  toy,  the  expence  of 
which  could  not  be  calculated,  be- 
caufe  every  thing  in  it  was  whim, 
and  could  have  no  price,  but  fuch 
as  the  cupidity  of  the  artifl,  or  the 
folly  of  the  proprietor,  might  put 
upon  it.  It  was  this  woman,  fin- 
ally, who,  upon  the  fcraps  of  pa- 
per  figned  by  her,  drew  whenever 
flie  pleafed  upon  the  public  treafury, 
for  herfelf  and  all  her  adherents  ; 
who  herfelf  alone  was  more  expen- 
five  than  all  the  preceding  miflreffes 
of  Lewis  XV.  and  whofe  prodigali- 
ties and  depredations,  notwithfland- 
ing  the  mifery  of  the  people,  and 
the  public  calamities,  were  increafing 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  in  a  few 
years  fhe  would  have  fwallowed  up 
the  kingdom,  if  the  death  of  Lewis 
XV.  had  not  put  a  ftop  to  thefc 
enormities." 


CHARACTER  of  the  EMPEROR   CONSTANTINE. 

[From  the  Second  Volume  of  Mr.  Gibbon's  Hiltory  of  the  Decline  and 
Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire.] 


'♦  rr^HE  charafter  of  the  prince 

J.      v\'ho    removed  the  feat  of 

empire,    and  introduced  fuch   im- 


portant  changes  into  the  civil  and 
religious  conftitution  of  his  country, 
h^s  fixed  the  attention,  and  divided 

the 
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the  opinions,  of  mnnkind.  By  the 
grateful  zeal  of  the  Chriftians,  the 
deliverer  of  the  church  has  been  de- 
corated with  every  attribute  of  a 
hero,  and  even  of  a  faint ;  while 
the  difcontent  of  the  vanquiflied 
party  has  compared  Conftantine  to 
the  moft  abhorred  of  thofe  tyrants, 
who,  by  their  vice  and  weaknefs, 
diflionoured  the  imperial  purple. 
The  fame  paffions  have  in  fome  de- 
gree been  perpetuated  to  fucceeding 
generations,  and  the  charafter  of 
Conftantine  is  confidered,  even  in 
the  prefent  age,  as  an  objedl  either 
of  fatire  or  panegyric.  By  the  im- 
partial union  of  thofe  defects  which 
are  confeffed  by  his  warmeft  ad- 
mirers, and  of  thofe  virtues  Which 
are  acknowledged  by  his  moft  im- 
placable enemies,  we  might  hope 
to  delineate  a  juft  portrait  of  that 
extraordinary  man,  which  the  truth 
and  candour  of  hiftory  iliould  adopt 
without  a  bluHi.  But  it  would  ibon 
appear,  that  the  vain  attempt  to 
blend  fuch  difcordant  colours,  and 
to  reconcile  fuch  inconfiftent  quali- 
ties, muft  produce  a  figure  mcm- 
Urous  rather  than  human,  unlefs  it 
is  viewed  in  its  pro. per  and  diftinft 
lights,  by  a  careful  feparation  "of 
the  different  periods  of  the  reign  of 
Conftantine. 

"  The  perfon,  as  well  as  the  mind 
of  Conftantine,  bad  been  enriched 
by  nature  with  her  choiceft  endow- 
ments. His  ftature  was  lofty,  his 
countenance  majeftic,  his  deport- 
ment graceful,  his  ftrength  and  ac- 
tivity were  difplayed  in  every  manly 
exercife,  and  from  his  earlieft  youth, 
to  a  very  advanced  feafon  of  lite, 
he  prefcrved  the  vigour  of  his  con- 
iHtution  by  a  ftrift  adherence  to  the 
domeftic  virtues  of  chaftity  and  tem- 
perance. He  delighted  in  the  fo- 
cial  intercourfe  of  familiar  conver- 
("ation ;  ^nd  though  he  might  fome- 


times  indulge  his  difpofition  to  rail- 
lery with  lefs  referve  than  was  re- 
quired by  the  fevere  dignity  of  his 
ftation,  the  courtefy  and  liberality 
of  his  manners  gained  the  hearts  of 
all  who  approached  him.  The  fin- 
cerity  of  his  friendfliip  has  been 
fufpe6led  :  yet  he  Ihewed,  on  fome 
occalions,  that  he  was  not  incapable 
of  a  warm  and  lading  attachment. 
The  difadvantage  of  an  illiterate 
education  had  not  prevented  him 
from  forming  a  juft  eftimate  of  the 
value  of  learning  ;  and  the  arts  and 
fciences  derived  fome  encourage- 
ment from  the  munificent  protec- 
tion of  Conftantine.  In  the  difpatch 
of  bufinefs,  his  diligence  was  inde- 
fatigable ;  and  the  atlive  powers  of 
his  mind  were  almoft  continually 
exercifed  in  reading,  writing,  or 
meditating,  in  giving  audience  to 
ambailadors,  and  m  examining  the 
co;r.piainv3  of  his  fubjeSs.  Even 
tho.e  who  cenfured  the  propriety  of 
his  mealures  Vv^ere  compelled  to  ac- 
knowledge, that  he  poffefled  mag- 
nanimity to  conceive,  and  patience 
to  execute,  the  moft  arduous  de- 
figns,  without  being  checked  either 
by  the  prejudices  of  education,  or 
by  the  clamours  of  the  multitude. 
In  the  field,  he  infufed  his  own  in- 
trepid fpirit  into  the  troops,  whom 
he  condufted  with  the  talents  of  a 
confummate  general  ;  and  to  his 
abiliiies,  rather  than  to  his  fortune, 
we  may  afcriba  the  fignal  vi6torie$ 
which  he  obtained  over  the  foreign 
and  domeftic  toes  of  the  republic. 
He  loved  glory,  as  the  reward,  per- 
haps as  the  motive,  of  his  labours. 
The  boundlefs  ambition,  which, 
from  the  moment  of  his  accepting 
the  purple  at  York,  appears  as  the 
ruling  paflion  of  his  foul,  may  be 
juftified  by  the  dangers  of  his  own 
fituation,  by  the  charafter  of  his 
rivals,  by  the  confcioufnefs  of  fu- 
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pcrior  merit,  and  by  the  profpecflt 
that  his  fucccls  would  enable  him  to 
reilore  peace  and  order  to  the  di- 
Urarted  empire.  In  his  civil  wars 
againil  Maxeiitius  and  Licinius,  he 
had  engaged  on  his  fide  the  inclina- 
tions of  the  people,  who  compared 
the  undiircmbled  vices  of  thofe  ty- 
rants, with  the  fpirlt  of  wifdom  and 
iuilice,  which  feemed  to  dirc6t  the 
general  telior  of  the  adminiitration 
of  Conflantine. 

**■  Had  Conftantine  fallen  on  the 
banks  of  the  Tyber,  or  even  in  the 
plains  of  Hadrianople,  fuch  is  the 
character  which,  with  a  few  excep- 
tions, he  might  have  tranfmitted  to 
pofterity.  But  theconclulion  of  his 
reign  (according  to  the  moderate 
and  indeed  tender  fentence  of  a  wri- 
ter of  the  fame  age)  degraded  him 
from  the  rank  which  he  had  ac- 
quired among  the  moft  deferving  of 
the  Roman  princes.  In  the  life  of 
j%ugullus,  we  behold  the  tyrant  of 
the  republic,  converted,  almoit  by 
imperceptible  degrees,  into  the  fa- 
ther of  his  country  and  ot  human 
kind.  In  that  of  Coiiihntine,  we 
may  contemplete  a  hero,  who  had 
fo  "long"  infpired  his  fubjcds  with 
love,  and  his  enemies  with  terror, 
•degenerating  into  a  cruel  and  dilTo- 
lute  monarch,  corrupted  by  his  for- 
tune, or  raifed  by  conqucft  above 
the  neceffity  of  diffimulation.  The 
j[eneral  peace  which  he  maintained 
during  the  laft  fourreen  years  of  his 
reign,  was  a  period  <.>f  apparent 
fplendor  rather  than  of  real  profpe- 
riry  ;  and  the  old  age  ol  Conflan- 
tine was  difgraced  by  the  oppolite 
yet  reconcileable  vices  of  rajjaciouf- 
nefs  and  prodigality.  The  accu- 
mulated trcafures  found  in  the  pa- 
laces of  Maxentius  and  Licinius, 
W'ere  lavifhly  ccnfumed;  the  various 
iHnovations  introduced  by  the  con- 
c^ueror,  were  attended  with  an  en- 


creafing  expence ;  the  coft  of  his 
buildings,  his  court,  and  his  fefli- 
vals,  required  an  immediate  and 
plentiful  fupply  ;  and  theoppreffion 
of  the  people  was  the  only  t;md 
which  could  fupport  the  magnifi- 
cence of  the  fovereign.  His  un- 
worthy favourites,  enriched  by  the 
boundlefs  liberality  of  their  mafter, 
ufurped  with  impunity  the  privi- 
lege of  rapine  and  corruption,  A 
fecret  but  univerfal  decay  was  felt 
in  every  part  of  the  public  admini- 
fi:ration,  and  the  emperor  himfelf, 
though  he  ftill  retained  the  obedi- 
ence, gradually  lolt  the  efteem,  of 
his  fubjefts.  The  drefs  and  man- 
ners, which,  towards  the  decline  of 
life,  he  chofe  to  affect,  ferved  only 
to  degrade  him  in  the  eyes  of  man- 
kind. The  Afiatic  pomp,  which 
had  been  adopted  by  the  pride  of 
Diocletian,  aflUmcd  an  air  of  foft- 
ncfs  and  effeminacy  in  the  perfon  of 
Conflantine.  He  is  reprefented  with 
falfe  hair  of  various  colours,  labo- 
rioufly  arranged  by  the  Ikilful  artifis 
of  the  times  ;  a  diadem  of  a  new 
and  more  expenfive  taCiion  ;  a  pro- 
fulion  of  gems  and  pearls,  of  col- 
lars and  bracelets,  and  a  variegated 
flowing  robe  of  filk,  moft  curiouf- 
ly  embroidered  with  flowers  ofgokl. 
In  fuch  appartl,  fcarcely  to  be  ex- 
cufed  by  the  youth  and  folly  of  Ela- 
gabalus,  we  are  at  a  lofs  to  difcover 
the  wifdom  of  an  aged  monarch, 
and  the  fimnlicity  of  a  Roman  ve- 
teran. A  mind  thus  relaxed  by 
profperity  and  indulgence,  was  in- 
capable of  rifing  to  that  magnani- 
mity which  diCdains  fuCpicion,  and 
dares  to  forgive.  The  deaths  -of 
Maximian  and  Licinius  may  per- 
haps be  juftified  by  the  maxims  of 
policy,  as  they  are  taught  in  the 
fchools  of  tyrants  ;  but  an  impar- 
tial narrative  of  the  executions,  or 
rather  murders,   vrhkh.  fiiUied  the 
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liccUning  age  of  ConlTantine,  will 
Ai<'«j;eft  to  our  moll:  candid  thoughts, 
the  idea  of  a  prince,  who  could  fa- 
crifice  without  reluctance  the  laws 


of  juftice,  and  the  feelings  of  na- 
ture, to  the  diftates  cither  of  his 
paffious  or  of  his  iutercit." 


CHARACTER    of    ATHANASIUS. 


[From  the  fame  Work.] 


*'  TTT'E  have  feldom  an  oppor- 
VV     tunity   of  obferving,  ei- 
ther in  adlive  or  fpeculative   life, 
what   effed   may   be   produced,  or 
what  obllacles  may  be  furmounted, 
by  the  force  of  a  lingle  mind,  when 
it  is  inflexibly  applied  to  the  purfuit 
of  a  lingle  object.     The  immortal 
name  of  Athanalius  will   never  be 
Icparated  from  the  Catholic  do<5trine 
of  the   Trinity,  to  whole    defence 
he  confecrated  every   moment  and 
every  faculty  of  his  being.     Edu- 
cated in  the  family  of  .Alexander, 
he  had  vigoroully  oppofed  the  early 
progrefs  of  the  Arian   herefy  :  he 
exercifed  the  important  functions  of 
iccretary  under  the   aged  prelate  ; 
and  the  fathers  of  the  Niccne  coun- 
cil beheld  with  furprize  and  refpe6t, 
the  riling  virtues  of  the  young  dca- 
con.     In  a  time  of  public  danger, 
the  dull  claims  of  age  and  of  rank 
are  lometimes  iuperfeded  ;  and  with- 
in live  months  after  his  return  from 
Nice,    the  deacon  Athanalius  was 
feated  on  the  archiepifcopal  throne 
of  Egypt.     He  lillcd  that  eminent 
ftation    above   forry-fix  years,   and 
his  long  adminiftration  was  fpent  in 
a  perpetual  combat  againft  the  pow- 
ers  of  Arianirm.     Five    times  was 
Athanalius  expelled  from  his  throne; 
twenty  years  he  palled  as  an  exile 
or  a  fugitive ;  and  almolt  every  pro- 
x-fnce  of  the  Roman    empire    was 
;rucceflive!y    witnefs    to    his    merit, 
^nd  his  fuflcriiigs  in  the  caufe  of 


the  Homoufion,  which  he  confidered 
as  the  fole  pleafure  and  bufinefs,  as 
the  duty,  and  as  the  glory,  of  his 
lite.     Amidft  the   ftonns  of  perfe- 
cution,  the  archbifliop   of   Alexan- 
dria was  patient  of  labour,  jealous 
of  fame,  careleis  of  I'afety  ;  and  al- 
though his  mind  was  tainted  by  the 
contagion  of  fanaticilm,  Athanalius 
diiplaj-ed  a  fuperiority  of  chara6tcr 
and    abilities,    which    would    have 
qualified    him,  far  better  than  the 
degenerate  Tons  of  Conftantine,  for 
the    government    of    a    great    mo- 
narchy.     His    learning  was   much 
lels   profound  and    extenfive    than 
that  of  Eufebius  of  Cjefarea,    and 
his    rude   eloquence    could   not    be 
compared  with  the  poliHied  oratory 
of   Gregory  or  Bali  I  ;    but  when* 
ever  the  primate  of  Egypt  was  call- 
ed upon  to  jultlfy  his  fentiments  or 
his    conduiSt,    his     unpremeditated 
Ityle,  either  of  fpeaking  or  writing, 
was  clear,  forcible,  and  periualive. 
He  has  always  been  revered  in  the 
orthodox  fchool,  as  one  of  the  mofl: 
accurate  mafters    of  the   Chriftian 
theology  ;  and  he  was  fuj)pored  to 
poflefs   tvvo   profane   Iciencts,    lefs 
adapted  to  the  epifcopal  character; 
the  knowledge  of  jurifprudence,  and 
that  of  divination.     Seme  fortunate 
conjectures  of  future  events,  which 
impartial  reafoncrs  might  afcribe  to 
the   experience     and    Judgment   of 
Athanalius,  were  attributed  by  his 
friends  to  heavenly  infuiration,  and 
imputed 
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imputed  by  his  enemies  to  infernal 
magic. 

"  But  as  Athanafius  was  conti- 
nually engaged  with  the  prejudices 
and  paffions  of  every  order  ot  men, 
from  the  monk  to  the  emperor,  the 
knowledge  of  human  nature  was  his 
firft  and  moil  important  fcience. 
He  preferved  a  diftinft  and  un- 
broken view  of  a  fcene  which  was 
inceflantly  fliifting ;  and  never  failed 
to  improve  thofe  decifive  moments 
which  are  irrecoverably  pafl  before 
they  are  perceived  by  a  common 
eye.  The  archbiihop  of  Alexan- 
dria was  capable  of  diflinguiQiing 
how  far  he  might  boldly  command, 
and  where  he  muft  dextroufly  infi- 
nuate  ;  how  long  he  might  contend 
with  power,  and  when  he  muft 
withdraw  from  perfecution ;  and 
while  he  direfted  the  thunders  of 
the  church  again  ft  herefy  and  re- 
bellion, he  could  affume,  in  the 
bofom  of  his  own  party,  the  flexible 
and  indulgent  temper  of  a  prudent 
leader.  The  ele£^ion  of  Athanafius 
has  not  efcaped  the  reproach  of  ir- 
regularity and  precipitation  ;  but 
the  propriety  of  his  behaviour  con- 
ciliated  the    affe£lions  both  of  the 


clergy  and  of  the  people.  The  Alex, 
ancfrians  were  impatient  to  rife  in 
arms  for  the  defence  of  an  eloquent 
and  liberal  paftor.     In   his  diftrefs 
he  always   derived  fupport,    or  at 
leaft  confolation,  from  the  faithful 
attachment  of  his  parochial  clergy  ; 
and  the  hundred  bifhops  of  Egypt 
adhered,  with  unfhaken  zeal,  to  the 
caufe  of  Athanafius.     In  the  modeft 
equipage,    which  pride  and  policy 
would    afFeft,     he    frequently    per- 
formed the  epifcopal  vifitation  of  his 
provinces,  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Nile  to  the  confines  of  Ethiopia  ; 
familiarly  converfing  with  the  mean- 
eft  of  the   populace,   and   humbly 
faluting  the  faints  and    hermits  of 
the  deiert.     Nor  was  it  only  in  ec- 
clefiaftical  aflemblies,    among   men 
whofe  education  and  manners  were 
fimilar  to  his  own,  that  Athanafius 
difplayed  the  afcendancy  of  his  ge- 
nius.    He  appeared  with  eafy  and 
refpeiSful  firmnefs  in  the  courts  of 
princes ;   and  in  the  various  turns 
of  his   profperous  and  adverfe  for- 
tune, he  never  loft  the  confidence 
of  his  friends,  or  the  efteem  of  hit 
enemies." 


Civil  GOVERNMENT  and  Private  LIFE  of   the  EMPEROR 

JULIAN. 

[From  the  fame  Work  ] 


•'  T>  HILOSOPHY  had  inftruft- 

J7  ed  Julian  to  compare  the 
advantnges  of  aftion  and  retirement ; 
but  the  elevation  of  his  birth,  and 
the  accidents  of  his  life,  never  al- 
lowed him  the  freedom  of  choice. 
He  might  perhaps  fincerely  have 
preferred  the  groves  of  the  Acade- 
my, and  the  fociety  of  Athens  ; 
bat  he  was  conftrained,  at   firft  by 


the  will,  and  afterwards  by  the  in- 
juftice,  of  Conftantius,  to  expofe 
his  perfon  and  fame  to  the  dangers 
of  imperial  greatnefs  ;  and  to  make 
himfelf  accountable  to  the  world, 
and  to  pofterity,  for  the  happinefs 
of  millions.  Julian  recolleded  with 
terror  the  obfervation  of  his  mafter 
Plato,  that  the  government  of  our 
flocks  and  herds  is  always  commit- 
ted 
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ted  to  beings  of  a  fuperior  fpecies ; 
and  that  the  condudt  of  nations  re- 
quires and  deferves  the  celeftial 
powers  of  the  Gods  or  of  Genii. 
From  this  principle  he  juftly  con- 
cluded, that  the  man  who  pre- 
fumes  to  reign,  fliould  afpire  to  the 
perfeftion  of  the  divine  nature;  that 
he  fhould  purify  his  foul  from  her 
mortal  and  terreftrial  part ;  that  he 
fhould  estinguilh  his  appetites,  en- 
lighten his  underilanding,  regulate 
his  paffions,  and  fubdue  the  wild 
beali,  which,  according  to  the  live- 
ly metaphor  of  Ariflotle,  feldom 
fails  to  afcend  the  throne  of  a  de- 
fpot.  The  throne  of  Julian,  which 
the  death  of  Conftantius  fixed  on  an 
independent  bafis,  was  the  feat  of 
reafon,  of  virtue,  and  perhaps  of 
vanity.  He  defpifed  the  honours, 
renoLinced  the  pleafures,  and  dif- 
ch'arged  with  incelfant  diligence  the 
duties,  of  his  exalted  ilation ;  and 
there  were  few  among  his  iubjects 
who  would  have  confented  to  relieve 
him  from  the  vveighi.  of  the  diadem, 
had  they  been  obliged  to  fubmit 
their  time  and  their  actions  to  the 
rigorous  laws  which  their  philofo- 
phic  emperor  Impofed  on  himfelf. 
One  of  his  moft  intimate  friends, 
who  had  often  fliared  the  frugal 
fimplicity  of  his  table,  has  remarked, 
that  his  light  and  fparing  diet  (which 
was  ufually  of  the  vegetable  kind) 
left  his  mind  and  body  always  free 
and  active,  for  the  various  and  im- 
portant bufinefs  of  an  author,  a 
pontiff,  a  magiflrate,  a  general,  and 
a  prince.  In  one  and  the  fame  day,  he 
gave  audience  to  feveral  ambafiadors, 
and  wrote,  ordidated,  a  great  num- 
ber of  letters  to  his  generals,  his  civil 
maglllrates,  his  private  friends,  and 
the  different  cities  of  his  dominions. 
He  liilened  to  the  memorials  which 
had  been  received,  conlidered  the 
fubjedt  of  the  petitions,  and  figni- 


fied  his  intentions  more  rapidly  thaa 
they  could  be  taken  in  fliort-hand 
by  the  diligence  of  his  fecretaries. 
He  poffeffed  fuch  flexibity  of  thought, 
and  fuch  firmnefs  of  attention,  that 
he  could  enploy  his  hand  to  write, 
his  ear  to  liilen,  and  his  voice  to 
ditfate  ;  and  purfue  at  once  three 
feveral  trains  of  ideas,  without  he- 
fitation,  and  without  error.  While 
his  miniilers  repofed,  the  prince 
flew  with  agility  from  one  labour  to 
another,  and,  after  a  haily  dinner, 
retired  into  his  library,  till  the  pub- 
lic bufinefs,  which  he  had  appoint- 
ed for  the  evening,  fummoned  hiin 
to  interrupt  the  profecution  of  his 
fludies.  The  fupper  of  the  empe- 
ror was  flill  lefs  fubftantial  than  the 
former  meal ;  his  fleep  was  never 
clouded  by  the  fumes  of  indigef- 
tion ;  and,  except  in  the  fliort  in- 
terval of  a  marriage,  which  was 
the  effeft  of  policy  rather  than 
love,  the  chaile  Julian  never  (hared 
his  bed  with  a  female  companion. 
He  was  foon  awakened  by  the  en- 
trance of  new  fecretaries,  who  had 
flept  the  preceding  day ;  and  his 
fervants  were  obliged  to  wait  alter- 
nately, while  their  indefatigable 
maftcr  allowed  himfelf  fcarcely  any 
other  refrefhments  than  the  change 
ot  occupations.  The  predeceflbrs 
of  Julian,  his  uncle,  his  brother, 
and  his  coulin,  indulged  their  pue- 
rile tafte  for  the  games  of  the  cir- 
cus, under  the  fpeclous  pretence  of 
complying  with  the  inclinations  of 
the  people ;  and  they  frequently 
remained  the  greateft  part  ot  the 
day,  as  idle  fpedators,  and  as  a 
part  of  the  fplendid  fpedlacle,  till 
the  ordinary  round  of  twenty-four 
races  was  completely  finiflied.  On 
folemn  ftftivals,  Julian,  who  felt 
and  profelTed  an  unfalhionable  dlf- 
like  to  thofe  frivolous  amufements, 
condefcended  to  appear  in  the  cir- 
cus: 
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cus ;  and  after  beflowing  a  carelcfs 
glance  on  five  or  fix  of  tlie  races,  he 
hallily  withdrew,  with  the  impati- 
ence of  a  philofopher,  who  con- 
litlered  every  moment,  as  loft,  that 
was  not  devoted  to  the  advantage  of 
the  public,  or  the  improvement  of 
his  own  mind.  By  this  avarice  of 
time,  he  feemed  to  protraft  the  ihort 
duration  of  his  reign  ;  and  if  the 
diues  were  lefs  fecurely  afcertained, 
we  fliould  refufe  to  believe,  that 
only  fixteen  months  elapfed  between 
the  death  of  Conftantlus  and  the 
departure  of  his    fucceflbr  for  the 


Perfian  war.  The  atftions  of  Ju- 
lian can  only  be  preferved  by  the 
care  of  the  hiilorian  ;  but  the  por- 
tion of  his  voluminous  writings, 
which  is  ftill  e^-tant,  remains  as  a 
monument  of  the  application,  as 
well  as  of  the  genius,  of  the  em- 
peror. The  Mifopogon,  the  Cse- 
fars,  feveral  ot  his  orations,  and 
his  elaborate  work  againft  the  Chrif- 
tian  religion,  were  compofed  in  the 
long  nights  of  the  two  winters,  the 
former  of  which  he  pafl'ed  at  Coq- 
ftantinople,  and  the  latter  at  An- 
tioch." 


CHARACTER  of  the  EMPEROR  JULIAN, 

[From  the  fiime  Work.} 


**  ''  i  -HE  generality  of  princes, 
J.  if  they  were  ft  ripped  of 
their  purple,  and  caft  naked  into 
the  world,  would  immediately  fink 
to  the  loweft  rank  of  fociety,  with- 
out a  hope  of  emerging  from  their 
obfcurity.  But  the  perfonal  merit 
of  Julian  was,  in  fome  meafure,  in- 
dependent of  his  fortune.  What- 
ever had  been  his  choice  of  life  ; 
by  the  force  of  intrepid  courage, 
lively  wit,  and  intenfe  application, 
he  would  have  obtained,  or  at  leafr 
he  would  have  deferved,  the  higheft 
honours  of  his  profeflion  ;  and  Ju- 
lian might  have  raifcd  himfelf  to 
the  rank  of  minifter,  or  general,  of 
the  ftate  in  which  he  was  born  a 
private  citizen.  If  the  jealous  ca- 
price of  power  had  difappointed  his 
expectations ;  if  he  had  prudently 
declined  the  paths  of  greatnefs,  the 
employments  of  the  fame  talents  in 
ft:udious  folltude,  would  have  placed, 
beyond  the  reach  of  kings,  his  pre- 
fenthappinef3,and  bis  immortal  fame. 
When  we  infpeft,  wich  minute,  or 


perhaps  malevolent  attention,  the 
portrait  of  Julian,  fomething  feems 
wanting  to  the  grace  and  perfection 
of  the  whole  figure.  His  genius 
was  lefs  powerful  and  fublime  than 
that  of  Czefar  ;  nor  did  he  poflfefs 
the  confummate  prudence  of  Au- 
guftus.  The  virtues  of  Trajan  ap- 
pear more  fteady  and  natural,  and 
the  philofophy  of  Marcus  is  more 
fimple  and  confiftent.  Yet  Julian 
fuftuined  adverfity  with  firmnefs, 
and  profperity  with  moderation. 
After  an  interval  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  years  from  the  death  of 
Alexander  Severus,  the  Romans  be- 
held an  emperor  who  made  no  dif- 
tinftion  between  his  duties  and  his 
pleafures ;  who  laboured  to  relieve 
the  diftrefs,  and  to  revive  the  fpirit, 
of  his  fubjecfs ;  and  who  endea- 
voured always  to  conneft  authority 
with  merit,  and  happlnefs  with  vir- 
tue. Even  faction,  and  religious 
fadion,  was  conftrained  to  acknow- 
ledge the  fuperiority  of  his  genius, 
in  peace  as  \yeU  as  in  war  j  and  to 

cor.-. 


ANECDOTES  OF  GEORGE  OF  CAPPADOCIA.       l^i^ 


•onfefa, ,  with.,   a.  figb,     that^  the 
apoflate  Julian  ivas  a  lover  of   his 


country,    and  that  he  deferved  the 
einphe  of  the  world." 


Some  ACCOUNT  of  GEORGE  of   CAPPADOCIA,    the 
PATRON  SAINT  of  ENGLAND. 

{From  the  fame  Work.] 


*:'-V^EORGE,  from  his  parents 
.  vJT  or  his  education,  fuinamed 
the  Cappadocian,  was .  born  at  Epi- 
])hania  in  Cicilia,  in  a  fuller's  fbop. 
From  this  oblcure  and  fervile  ori- 
gin he  raifed  hi;iilelf  by  the  talents 
of  a  parafite  :  and  the  patrons, 
whom  he  airiduoufly  flattered,  pro- 
cured for  their  worthleis  depiendent 
a  lucrative  com  million,  or  contrac^^, 
to  fupply  the  army  with  bacon.  His 
employment  v/as  mean  :  he  render- 
ed it  infan>ous.  He  accumulated 
wealth  by  the  bafefl  arts  of  fraud 
and  corruption  ;  but  his  maJverfa- 
tlons  were  fo  notorious,  that  George 
^vas  compelled  to  efcape  from  the 
puriults  of  juftice.  After  this  dif- 
t;race,  in  which  he  app.ear^  to  have 
iaved  his'  fortune  at  the  expence  of 
Ills  honour,  he  embraced,  with  real 
or  affeifed  zeal,  the  proteliipn  of 
Arianifm.  From  the  love,  or  the 
oftentatlon,  of  learning-,  he  colleft- 
cd  a  valuable  libraiy  of  hidory, 
rhetoric,  phllofophy,  and  theology  ; 
and  the  choice  of  the  prevailing  racr 
tiun  promoted  George  of  Cappado- 
cia  to  the  throne  of  Athanaflus. 
The  entrance  of  the  new  archbifhop 
was  that  ot  a  Barbarian  conqueror  ; 
and  each  moment  of  his  reign  was 
polluted  by  cruelty  and  avarice. 
The  Catholics  ol  Alexandria  and 
Egypt  were  abandoned  to  a  tyrant, 
qualified,  by  nature  and  education, 
to  exercife  the  oflice  of  pcrfecution  j 
but  he  opprelfed  with  an  impartial 
ii?nd  the  various  Inhabitants  of  his 


extenfive  dlocefe.  The  primate  of 
Egypt  aiiumed  the  pomp  and  in- 
folence  of  his  lofty  flation  ;  brit  h« 
iiill  betrayed  the  vices  of  his  bafe 
and  fervile  extraction.  The  rrter- 
chants  of  Alexandria  were  impove- 
riflied  by  the  unjuft,  and  almoft 
univerfal,  monopoly,  whi^  he  ac- 
quired, of  nitre,  fait,  papt^j'Yune- 
rals,  &c.  and  the  fpirirual  tather  of 
a  great  people  condefcended  topra^^ 
tile  the  vile  and  pernicious  arts  of 
an  infomier.  The  Alexandriatis 
could  never  torget,  nor  forgive,  the 
tax,  which  he  fuggefted,  otr'all  the 
houfes  of  the  city  ;  under  an  ob-, 
iblete  claim,  that  the  royal  founder 
had  conveyed  to  his  fucccllbrs,  thz 
Ptolemies  and  the  Ca:fari3,  the  per- 
petual property  of  the  foil.  The 
Pagans,  who  had  been  flatt-ered 
with  the  hopes  of  freedom  and  tol-e- 
rfitlon,  excited  his  devout  avarice  j 
and  the  rich  temples  of  Alexandria 
were  either  p-Illaged  or  infuked  by 
the  haughty  prelate,  who  exclairaedj 
in  a  loud  and  threatening  tone, 
*'  How  long  will  thefe  fepulchres 
be  permitted  to  Itand  ?"  Under  tlve 
reign  of  Conilantius,  he  was  ex- 
pelled by  the  fury,  or  rather  by  the 
juftlce,  of  the  people;  and  it  w-is 
not  without  a  violent  ftruggle,  that 
the  civil  and  military  powers  of  the 
Hate  could  refrorehis  authority,  and 
gratify  his  revenge.  The  melfenger 
who  proclaim-ed  at  Alexandria  the 
acceffion  of  Julian,  announced  the- 
downfall  of  the  archbifliop.  George, 
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with  two  of  his  obfequious  mini- 
fters,  count  Diodorus,  and  Dracon- 
tius,  inafter  of  the  mint,  was  igno- 
minioully  dragged  in  chains  to  the 
pubhc  prifon.  At  the  end  of  twen- 
ty-four days,  the  prifon  was  forced 
open  by  the  rage  of  a  fuperlHtious 
multitude,  impatient  of  the  tedious 
forms  of  judicial  proceedings.  The 
enemies  of  gods  and  men  expired 
under  their  cniel  infults  ;  the  life- 
lefs  bodies  of  the  archbifliop  and  his 
aflbciates  were  carried  in  triumph 
through  the  iireets  on  the  back  of  a 
camel ;  and  the  inadivity  of  the 
Athanafian  party  was  elieemed  a 
fiiining  example  of  evangelical  pa- 
tience. The  remains  of  thefe  guilty 
wretches  were  thrown  into  the  fea  ; 
and  the  popular  leaders  of  the  tu- 
mult declared  their  refolution  to 
difappoint  the  devotion  of  the  Chrif- 
tians,  and  to  intercept   the  future 


honours  of  thefe  martyrs,  who  had 
been  punilhed,  like  their  predecef- 
fors,  by  the  enemies  of  their  reli- 
gion.    The  fears  of  the  Pagans  were 
jult,  and  their  precautions  ineffec- 
tual.    The  meritorious  death  of  the 
archbiiliop  obliterated  the  memory 
of  his  life.     The  rival   of  Athana- 
fius  was  dear  and  facred  to   the  A- 
rians,  and  the  feeming  converfion 
of   thofe   feftaries    introduced    his 
worfhip  into  the  bofom  of  the  Ca- 
tholic church.    The  odious  ftranger, 
difguiling    every    circumftance   of 
time  and  place,  affumed  the  maflc 
of  a  martyr,  a  faint,  and  a  Chrif- 
tian    hero  ;     and      the     infamous 
George    of  Cappadocia    has   been 
transformed  into  the  renowned  St. 
George  of  England,  the  patron  of 
arms,  of  chivalry,  and  of  the  Gar- 
ter." 


Some  PARTICULARS  concerning  Mr.  HOGARTH. 
[From  Mr.  Nichols's  Biographical  Anecdotes  of  William  Hogarth.] 


THIS  great  and  original  Genius 
is  faid  by  Dr,  Burn  to  have 
been  the  defcendant  of  a  family  ori- 
ginally from  Kirkby  Thore,in  Weft- 
moreland.  •  And  I  am  alTured,  that 
his  grandfather  was  a  plain  yeoman, 
who  poireffed  a  fmall  tenement  in 
the  vale  of  Bampton,  a  village  about 
15  miles  north  of  Kendal,  in  that 
county.  He  had  three  Tons.  The 
eldeft  affiiled  his  faiher  in  farming, 
and  fucceeded  to  his  little  freehold. 
The  fecond  fettled  in  Troutbeck,  a 
village  eight  miles  north-weft  of 
Kendal,  and  was  remarkable  for  his 
talent  at  provincial  poetry.  The 
third,  who  had  been  a  fchoolmader 
In  the  fame  county,  went  early  to 
London,  where  he  was  employed  as 


a  correftor  of  the  prefs,  and  ap- 
pears to  have  been  a  man  of  no  in- 
conliderable  learning  ;  a  Dictionary 
in  Latin  and  Englifli,  which  he 
compofed  for  the  ufe  of  fchools, 
being  ftill  exiftuig  in  MS,  He  mar- 
ried in  London,  and  our  hero  and 
his  fillers,  Mary  and  Anne,  are  be- 
lieved to  have  been  the  only  pro- 
duft  of  the  marriage. 

"  William  Hogarth  was  born  in 
1698,  in  the  pari(h  of  St.  Bartholo- 
mew, London,  to  which  he  was  af- 
tf -wards,  as  far  as  lay  in  his  power, 
a  benetatSlor.  The  outfet  of  his  life, 
however,  was  unpromlfing.  "  He 
Vy'as  bound,  fays  Mr.  Walpole,  to 
a  mean  engraver  of  arms  on  plate.'* 
Hogarth  probably  chofe  this  occu- 
pation. 
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patlon,  as  it  required  Ibme  fkill  in 
drawing,  to  which  his  genius  was 
particularly  turned,  and  which  he 
contrived  alTiduoufly  to  cultivate. 
His  mafter,  it  fince  appears,  was 
Mr.  Gamble,  a  filver-fmith  of  emi- 
nence, who  refided  on  or  near  Snow- 
hill.  In  this  profeffion  it  is  not  iin- 
ufual  to  bind  apprentices  to  the 
fingle  branch  of  engraving  arms  and 
cyphers  on  every  fpecies  of  metal  ; 
and  in  that  particular  department 
of  the  bufmefs  young  Hogarth  was 
placed  ;  "  but,  before  his  time  was 
expired,  he  felt  the  impulfe  of  ge- 
nius, and  that  it  dircded  him  to 
painting." 

"  During  his  apprcnticefliip,  he 
fet  out  one  Sunday,  with  two  or 
three  companions,  on  an  excurfion 
to  Highgate.  The  weather  being 
hot,  they  went  into  a  public-houfe, 
where  they  had  not  been  long  be- 
fore a  quarrel  arofe  between  fome 
perfons  in  the  fame  room,  ia  which 
one  of  the  difputants  ft  ruck  the  other 
on  the  head  with  a  quart  pot,  and 
cut  him  very  much.  The  blood 
running  down  the  man's  face,  with 
the  agony  of  the  wound,  which 
had  diftorted  his  features  into  a  moll: 
hideous  grin,  prefented  Hogarth, 
who  fliewed  himfelf  thus  early  "ap- 
prifed  of  the  mode  Nature  had  in- 
tended he  fliould  purfue,"  with  too 
l.iughable  a  fubjeft  to  efcapc  the 
powerful  efforts  of  his  genius.  He 
drew  out  his  pencil,  and  produced 
on  the  fpot  one  of  the  moil  lu- 
dicrous figures  that  ever  was  feen. 
What  rendered  this  piece  the  more 
plealing  was,  that  it  exhibited  an 
exa6t  likenefs  of  the  man,  with  the 
portrait  of  his  anragonift,  and  the 
figures  in  caricature  of  the  princi- 
pal perfons  gathered  round  him. 

"  From  the  date  of  the  earlieft 
plate  that  can  be  afcertained  to  be 
the  work  of  Hogarth,  it  may  be 
I  7  b'  I . 


prefumed  that  he  began  bufinefs, 
on  his  own  account,  at  leaft  as  early 
as  the  year  1720. 

"  His  fir  ft  employment  feems  to 
have  been  the  engraving  of  arms 
and  fliop-bills.  The  next  ftep  was 
to  defign  aud  engrave  for  book- 
fellers  ;  and  here  we  are  fortunately 
fupplied  with  dates.  Twelve  folio 
prints,  with  his  na'me  to  each,  ap- 
peared in  Aubry  de  la  Motraye's 
Travels,  in  1  723  ;  feven  fmall  prints 
(two  of  them  charatleriftically  hiS 
own)  for  Apuleius'  Golden  Afs,  in 
1724;  thirteen  head-pieces  to  Bea- 
ver's Military  Punifliments  of  the 
Ancients,  and  five  fmall  prints  for 
the  tranflationof  C.-.lTandra,  in  1725  ; 
feventeen  for  a  duodecimo  edition 
of  Hudibras  (with  Butler's  head), 
in  1726  ;  two  for  Perfeus  and  An- 
dromeda, in  1730;  two  for  Milton, 
1732  ;  and  a  variety  of  frontifpieces 
between  1726  and  1733. 

"  Mr.  Bowles,  at  the  Black  Horfe 
in  Cornhill,  was  one  of  his  earlieft 
patrons ;  and  is  faid  to  have  bought 
many  a  plate  from  Hogarth  by  the 
weight  of  the  copper.  His  next  friend 
in  that  line  was  Mr.  John  Overton, 
oppofite  Fetter-lane,  in  Fleet-ftreet, 
who  paid  him  a  fomewhat  better 
price  for  his  labour  and  ingenuity. 

"  A  gentleman  ftill  living  informs 
me,  that  being  once  with  Mr.  Ho- 
garth at  the  Bedford  CofFee-houfe,  he 
obferved  him  to  draw  fomething 
with  a  pencil  on  his  nr,'!.  Enquir- 
ing what  had  been  his  employment, 
he  was  ftiewn  the  countenance  (a 
whimlical  one)  of  a  perfon  who  was 
then  fitting  in  fight. 

"  Mr.  Walpole  has  obferved,  that 
if  (Kir  artift  "  indulged  his  fpirit  of 
ridicule  in  perfonalities,  it  never  pro- 
ceeded beyond  Ikerches  and  draw- 
ings," and  wonders  "  that  he  never, 
without  intention,  delivered  the  very 
features  of  any  identical  perfon." 
C  But 
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But  this  elegant  writer,  who  may 
be  laid  to  have  received  his  educa- 
tion in  a  court,  perhaps  had  few 
opportunities  of  acquaintance  with 
the  low  popular  characters  with 
which  Hogarth  occafionally  peopled 
his  fcenes.  The  friend  to  whom  I 
owe  this  remark  was  aflured  by  an 
ancient  gentleman  of  unqueilionable 
veracity  and  acutenefs  of  remark, 
that  almoft  all  the  perfonagcs  who 
attend  the  levee  of  the  Rake  were 
undoubted  Portraits  ;  and  that  in 
Southwark  ¥inv,  and  the  Modern 
Midnight  Converfation,  as  many 
more  were  difcoverable.  In  the 
former  plate  he  pointed  out  Ellex 
the  dancing-mailer ;  and  in  the  latter, 
Figg  the  prize-fighter.  He  men- 
tioned feveral  others  by  name,  from 
his  immediate  knowledge  both  of  the 
painter's  delign  and  the  characters 
reprefented  ;  but  the  reft  of  the  par- 
ticulars, by  which  he  fupported  his 
afl'ertions,  have  efcaped  the  incmo- 
ry  of  my  informant.  I  am  alfo  af- 
fured,  that  while  Hogarth  was 
painting  the  Rake's  Progrei^s,  he 
had  a  fummer  refidence  at  Ifle- 
worth  ;  and  never  failed  to  qucf- 
tion  thofe  who  came  to  fee  his  pic- 
tures, if  they  knew  who  this  or  that 
figure  was  defigned  for  ?  When 
they  gueiled  wrong,  he  fet  them 
right. 

"  The  Duke  of  Leeds  has  an  ori- 
ginal fcene  in  the  Beggar's  Opera, 
painted  likewife  by  Hogarth.  It 
is  that  in  which  Lucy  and  Polly 
contend  for  the  hero  of  the  piece. 
All  the  figures  are  either  known  or 
fuppofcd  to  be  portraits.  If  v/e  are 
not  miiinformcd,  the  late  Sir  Tho- 
mas Robinfon  (perhaps  better  known 
by  the  name  ot  Long  Sir  1  homas) 
is  ftanding  in  one  of  the  fide-boxes. 
Macheath,  unlike  his  fpruce  repre- 
fentative  on  our  prefent  ftage,  is  a 
flouching  bully  ;  and  Polly  appears 


happily  difcncumbered  of  fuch  3 
hoop  as  the  daughter  of  Feachurii 
within  our  younger  memories  hag 
worn.  His  Grace  gave  35I.  for 
this  pifture  at  Mr.  Rich's  audlion. 
An  engravilig  from  it  would  prove 
a  valuable  prefent  to  the  public. 
Mr.  Walpole  has  likewife  a  pifture 
of  the  fcene,  in  the  fame  piece, 
where  Macheath  is  going  to  exe- 
cution. In  this  alfo  the  likenefles 
of  Walker  and  Mifs  Fenton,  after- 
wards Duchefs  of  Bolton,  are  well 
preferred. 

"  In  the  year  1 726,  when  the  af- 
fair of  Mary  Toits,  the  rabbit- 
bieeder  of  Guilford,  engaged  the 
public  attention,  a  few  of  our  prin- 
cipal furgeons  fubfcribed  a  guinea 
a -piece  to  Hogarth,  for  an  engraving 
from  a  ludicrous  fketch  he  had  made 
on  that  very  popular  fubjed.  This 
plate,  amongft  other  portraits,  con- 
tains that  of  the  notorious  St.  An- 
dre, then  anatomift  to  the  royal 
houfehold,  and  in  high  reputation 
as  a  furgeon. 

"  In  173c,  Mr.  Hogarth  married 
the  only  daughter  of  Sir  James 
Thornhill,  by  whom  he  had  no 
child.  This  union,  indeed,  was  a 
ftolen  one,  and  confequently  with- 
out the  approbation  of  Sir  James 
and  his  lady,  who,  conlidering  the 
extreme  youth  of  their  daughter,then 
barely  eighteen,  and  the  ilender  fi- 
nances of  her  hufband,  as  yet  an 
obfcure  artift,  were  not  eafily  re- 
conciled to  the  match.  Soon  after 
this  period,  however,  he  began  his 
Harlot's  Progrefs  ;  and  was  advifcd 
to  have  fome  of  his  pii5fures  placed 
in  the  way  of  his  father-in-law.  Ac- 
cordingly, one  morning  early,  Mrs. 
Hogarth  undertook  to  convey  feve- 
ral of  them  into  his  dining-room. 
When  he  aiofe,  he  enquired  trom 
whence  they  came  ;  and  being  told 
by  whom  they  were  introduced,  he 

cired 


ANECDOTES    OF    MR.    IIOGAIlTH. 


L3^] 


cried  out,  "  Very  well ;  the  man 
who  can  produce  repicl'^ntatlons  like 
thcle,  can  alio  maintain  a  witc  with- 
out a  portion."  He  deligned  this 
remark  as  an  excufe  for  keeping 
his  purfe-llrings  clofe ;  but  loon 
after  became  both  reconciled  and 
generous  to  the  young  couple.  La- 
dy Thornhill's  forgivenefs  was  but 
ilowly  obtained,  though  it  followed 
at  laft. 

"In  1732  he  ventured  to  attack 
Mr.  Pope,  in  the  plate  called  tallc; 
containing  a  view  of  the  Gate  of 
Burlington  houfe ;  with  Pope  white- 
walhing  it,  and  befpattering  the 
Duke  of  Chandos's  coach.  This 
plate  was  intended  as  a  fatire  on 
Mr.  Pope,  Mr.  Kent  the  architcft, 
and  the  Earl  of  Burlington.  But 
Mr.  Hogarth,  being  apprehenhve 
that  the  pen  of  the  poet  was  as 
pointed  as  the  graver  of  the  artilT, 
recalled  the  impreffions,  and  de- 
flroyed  the  plate.  It  was  fortunate 
for  Mr.  Hogarth  that  he  efcaped 
the  lafh  of  Mr.  Pope.  Either  his 
oblcurity  at  that  time  was  his  pro- 
tedion,  or  the  bard  was  too  pru- 
dent to  exafperate  a  painter  who 
had  already  given  fuch  proof  of  his 
abilities  for  fatire.  What  mull  he 
have  felt  who  could  complain  of  the 
"  piftured  fliape"  prepared  to  Gul- 
liveriana,  had  Hogarth  undertaken 
to  exprefs  in  colours  a  certain  tranf- 
action  recorded  by  Gibber  ? 

"  Soon  after  his  marriage,  Mr. 
Hogarth  had  fummer-lodgings  at 
South  Lambeth.  Having  a  natu- 
ral tafle  for  gardening,  and  being  in 
intimacy  with  Mr.  Tyers,  he  con- 
tributed very  much  to  the  improve- 
ment of  The  Spring  Gardens  at 
Vauxhall,  and  firft  fuggefted  the 
hint  of  embellifhing  them  with 
paintings,  fome  of  which  were  the 
produdion  of  his  own  truly  comic 
pencil.     For  h's  alTiilance,  Mi.  Ty- 


ers gratefully  prcfented  him  with  a 
gold  ticket  for  the  admillion  of  him. 
felf  and  his  friends,  infcribed 

In pci-fctuam  hcneficu  memoriant. 
This  ticket  is  now    (1782)  in  the 
poirclfion  of  his  widows  and  is  IHU 
occafionally  made  ufc  of. 

"  In  173a,  his  genius  became 
confpicuoufly  known.  The  third 
fcene  of  his  "  Harlot's  Progrels," 
introduced  him  to  the  notice  of  the 
great.  At  a  board  of  Ti'cafury, 
which  was  held  a  day  or  two  after 
the  appearance  of  that  print,  a  copy 
oi-  it  was  fhewn  by  one  of  the  lords 
as  containing,  among  other  excel- 
lencies, a  Itriking  likencfs  of  Sir 
John  Gonfon.  It  gave  univerfal 
fatisfadion ;  from  the  Treafury  each 
lord  repaired  to  the  print-fhop  for  a 
copy  of  it,  and  Hogarth  rofc  com- 
pletely into  fame. 

"  The  ingenious  Abbe  Du  Bos 
has  often  compl;iij^d,  that  no  hif- 
tory  painter  of  his  rime  went  through 
a  fcries  of  aftions,  and  thus,  like  an 
hillorian,  painted  the  fucceflive  for- 
tune of  an  hero,  from  the  cradle  to 
the  grave.  What  Du  Bos  wiflied 
to  fee  done,  Hogarth  performed. 
He  launches  out  his  young;  adven- 
turer a  fimple  girl  upon  the  town, 
and  ccndufts  her  through  all  the 
viciilitudes  of  wretchednefs  to  a  pre- 
mature death.  This  was  painting 
to  the  underilanding  and  to  the 
heart ;  none  had  ever  before  made 
the  pencil  fubfervient  to  the  pur- 
pofes  of  morality  and  inftruftion  ; 
a  book  like  this  is  fitted  to  every 
foil  and  every  obferver,  and  lie  that 
runs  may  read.  Nor  was  the  fuc- 
ccfs  of  Hogarth  confined  to  his  per- 
fons.  One  of  his  excellencies  con- 
fined in  what  may  be  termed  the 
furniture  of  his  pieces  ;  for  as  in 
fublime  and  hillorical  reprefentations 
the  fewer  trivial  circumll:ances  are 
permitted  to  divide  the  fpedator's 
C  z  .attention 
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attention  fron^  the  principal  figures, 
the  greater  is  their  force ;  fo  in 
Icenes  copied  from  familiar  life, 
a  proper  variety  of  little  domeftlc 
images  contributes  to  throw  a  de- 
gree of  verifimilitude  on  the  whole. 
♦  The  Rake's  levee-room,'  fays  Mr. 
Walpole,  '  the  nobleman's  dining- 
room,  the  apartments  of  the  huf- 
band  and  wife  in  Marriage  Alamode, 
the  Alderman's  parlour,  the  bed- 
chamber, and  many  others,  are  the 
hiftory  of  the  manners  of  the  age.' 

*'  -The  novelty  and  excellence  of 
Hogarth's  performances  foon  tempted 
the  needy  artift  and  print-dealer  to 
av9,il  thcmfelves  of  his  defigns,  and 
rob  him  of  the  advantages  which  he 
was  entitled  to  derive  from  them. 
This  was  particularly  the  cafe  with 
'  The  Midnight  Converfation,' 
<  The  Rake's'  and  '  Harlot's  Pro- 
greffes,'  and  others  of  his  early 
works.  To  put  a  flop  to  depreda- 
tions like  thefe  on  the  property  of 
himfelf  and  others,  and  to  lecure 
the  emoluments  refulting  trom  his 
own  labours,  as  Mr.  Walpole  ob- 
ferves,  he  applied  to  the  legillature, 
and  obtained  an  a6l  of  parliament, 
8  George  II.  chap.  58,  to  veil  an 
exclulive  right  in  defigners  and  en- 
gravers, and  to  reftrain  the  multi- 
plying of  copies  of  their  works 
without  the  confent  of  the  artift. 
This  ftatute  was  drawn  by  his  friend 
Mr.  Huggins,  who  took  tor  his  mo- 
del the  eighth  of  Queen  Anne,  in 
favour  of  literary  property  ;  but  it 
was  not  fo  accurately  executed  as 
entirely  to  remedy  the  evil ;  for, 
on  a  caufe  founded  on  it,  which 
came  before  lord  Hardvvicke  in 
Chancery,  that  excellent  lawyer  de- 
termined that  no  affignee,  claiming 
under  an  alTignment  from  the  origi- 
nal inventor,  could  take  any  benefit 
by  it. 


Hogarth  had  projected  a  '  Kapp'y 
Marriage,'  by  way  of  counterpart 
to  his  '  Marriage  a  la  mode.'  A  de- 
fign  for  the  firft  of  his  intended  lix 
plates  he  had  fketched  out  in  co- 
lours ;  and  the  following  is  as  ac- 
curate an  account  of  it  as  could  be 
furniflicd  by  a  gentleman  who,  long 
ago,  enjoyed  only  a  few  minutes 
fight  of  fo  impcrleft  a  curiofity. 

"  The  time  liippofed  was  immedi- 
ately after  the  return  of  the  parties 
from  church.  The  fceue  lay  in  the 
hall  of,  an  antiquated  country  man- 
fion.  On  one  fide,  the  married 
couple  were  reprefented  fitting.  Be- 
hind them  was  a  group  of  their 
young  friends  of  both  fexes,  in  the 
act  of  breaking  bride-cake  over  their 
heads.  In  front  appeared  the  father 
of  the  young  lady,  grafping  a  bum- 
per, and  drinking,  with  a  feeming 
roar  of  exultation,  to  the  future 
happinefs  of  her  and  her  hulband. 
By  his  fide  was  a  table  covered 
with  refrefliments.  Jollity  rather 
than  politenefs  was  the  defignation 
of  his  chara(5fer.  Under  the  fcreea 
of  the  hall,  feveral  ruftic  muficians 
in  grotefque  attitudes,  together  with 
fervants,  tenants,  &c.  were  arranged. 
Through  the  arch  by  which  the 
room  was  entered,  »he  eye  was  led 
along  a  palTage  into  the  kitchen, 
which  afforded  a  glimpfe  of  lacerdo- 
tal  luxury.  Before  the  dripping- 
pan  flood  a  well-fed  divine,  in  his 
gown  and  caflbck,  with  his  watch  iir 
his  hand,  giving  diredlions  to  a 
cook,  dreft  all  in  white,  who  was 
employed  in  bafting  a  haunch  of 
venifon. 

"  Among  the  faces  of  the  princi- 
pal figures,  none  but  that  of  the 
young  lady  was  completely  finiflied. 
Hogarth  had  been  often  reproached, 
for  his  inability  to  impart  grace  and 
dignity  to  his  heroines.     The  bride 
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therefore   meant    to    vindicate    his 
pencil  from  fo  degrading  an  impu- 
tation.     The  eftbrc,  however,  was 
\mfuccefsful.      The    girl   was   cer- 
tainly pretty ;    but  her  features,  if 
I   may  ufe  the  term,  were  unedu- 
cated.     She  might   have   attraded 
notice  as  a  chambermaid,  but  would 
have  failed   to  extort  apphiufe  as  a 
woman  of  fafliion.    The  parfon,  and 
his  culinary  aflbciate,  were  more  la- 
boured than  any  other  parts  of  the 
pi6ture.    It  is  natural  for  us  to  dwell 
longert  on  that  divifion  of  a  fubjetT-, 
which  is  moft  congenial  to  our  pri- 
vate feelings.    The  painter  fat  down 
with  a  relblutlon  to  delineate  beauty 
improved  by   art ;     but   feems,    as 
ufual,  to  have  deviated  into  mean- 
nefs ;   or  could  not  help  neglecting 
his  original  purpofe,  to  luxuriate  in 
fuch  ideas  as   his   iituarion  in   early 
life  had  fitted  him  to  cxprefs.      He 
found  himfe'lf,  in  ftiort,  out  of  his 
element  in  the   parlour,   and  there- 
fore haftened,   in  quell  of  eafe  and 
amufement,  to  the  kitchen  fire.     It 
muft  be  allowed,  that  fuch  a  painter, 
however  excellent  in  his  walk,   was 
better  qualified  to  reprelent  the  vi- 
cious parent,   than  the  royal  prcfer- 
ver  of  a  foundling. 

♦'In  1753,  he  appeared  to  the 
world  in  the  charafter  of  an  author, 
and  publiflied  a  quarto  volume,  in- 
tituled, '  The  Analyfis  of  Beauty, 
written  with  a  view  of  fixing  the 
fluftuating  Ideas  of  Tafie.'  In  this 
performance  he  (hews,  by  a  variety 
of  examples,  that  a  curve  is  the 
line  of  beauty,  and  that  round  fvvel- 
lin"'  figures  are  moil  pleafing  to  the 
eye  ;  and  the  truth  of  his  opinion 
has  been  countenanced  by  fubfequent 
writers  on  the  fubjeft. 

*'  In  this  work,  the  leading  idea 
of  which  was  hlcroglyphically  thrown 
out  in  jr^frontifpiece  to  his  works  In 
1745,  he  acknowledges  himfelf  in- 


debted to  his  friends  for  affifiance, 
and  particularly  to  one  gentleman 
for  his  correilioiis  and  amendments 
of  at  leafl  a  third  part  of  the  word<- 
ing.  This  friend,  I  am  afiured,  was 
Dr.  Benjamin  Hoadley  the  phyfici- 
an,  who  carried  on  the  work  to 
about  a  third  part,  chap.  ix.  and 
then  through  indifpofition  declined 
the  friendly  office  with  regret. 
Mr.  Flogarth  applied  to  his  neigh- 
bour, Mr.  Ralph  ;  but  it  was  im- 
poffible  for  two  fuch  pei'fons  to 
agree  ;  both  alike  vain  and  pofitive. 
tie  proceeded  no  farther  than  a- 
bout  a  flieer,  and  they  then  p:vrted 
friends,  and  fcem  to  have  continued 
fuch. 

"  The  kind  office  of  fuperintend- 
ing  the  publication  was  taken  up  by 
Dr.  Morel),  who  went  through  the 
remainder  of  the  book.  The  pre- 
face was  in  like  manner  corrected 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Townlcy.  The 
family  of  Hogarth  rejoiced  when 
the  lall  ffieet  of  the  Analyfis  was 
printed  off";  as  the  frequent  dii- 
putes  he  had  with  his  coadjutors  in 
the  progrefs  of  the  work  did  not 
m.uch  harmonize  his  difpofition. 

"  A  German  tianllation  of  this 
work  was  printed  at  Berlin  in  1754  ; 
and  an  Italian  one  at  Leghorn  in 
1 76 1,  8vo.  dedicated  '  All'  llluftrif- 
fime  Sij;nora  Diana  INIoHneux,  Da- 
ma  Inglefe.' 

"  Hogarth  had  one  failing  in 
common  with  moil  people,  who  at- 
tain wealth  and  eminence  without 
the  aid  of  liberal  education.  He 
affected  to  dei'plfe  every  kind  of 
knowledge  v.'hich  he  did  not  poflefs. 
Having  effablldied  his  fame  with 
little  or  no  obligation  to  literature, 
he  either  conceived  it  to  be  needlefs, 
or  decried  it  becaufe  it  lay  out  of 
his  reach.  His  fentiments,  in  fliort, 
refembled  thole  of  Jack  Cade,  who 
pronounced  fenteuce  on  the  clerk  of 
C  3  Chatham, 
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Chatham,  becaufe  he  could  write 
ami  read.  Till,  in  evil  hour,  this 
celcbnited  artill  commenced  an 
author,  and  was  obliged  to  employ 
the  friends  already  mentioned  to 
correft  his  Analylis  ot"  Beauty,  he 
did  not  feem  to  have  difcovercd 
that  even  ipellin^^  was  a  ncceifary 
qualiiication;  and  yet  he  had  ven- 
tured to  ridicule  the  late  Mr.  Rich's 
deficiency  as  to  this  particular,  in  a 
note  which  lies  before  the  Rake, 
whole  play  isTcfufcd  while  he  re- 
mains iu  confinement  for  debt. 
Previous  to  the  time  of  which  we 
are  now  fpeaking,  one  ot  our  artill's 
common  topicks  of  declamation, 
was  the  ufeleirnefs  of  books  to  a 
man  of  his  profellion.  In  Beer- 
ilreet,  amoncj  other  volumes  con- 
ligned  bv  him  to  the  paftry-cook, 
we  find  'Turnbullon  ancient  Paint- 
aug','  a  .  treatife  which  Hogarth 
lliould  have  been  able  to  underfrand, 
before  he  ventured  to  condemn. 
Garrick  himlclf,  however,  was  not 
more  ductile  to  flattery.  A  word  in 
favour  of  Sigifrnunda  might  have 
commanded  a  proot- print,  or  forced 
an  original  fketch  out  ot  our  artilf's 
hands.  The  furniflicr  of  this  re- 
mark owes  one  of  his  fcarcelt  per- 
formances to  the  fuccefs  of  a  com- 
pliment, which  migiit  have  lluck 
even  in  Sir  Godfrey  Kneiler's 
throat. 

«*'  With  Dr.  Hoadley,  the  late 
worthy  Chancellor  of  U  inchefter, 
Mr.  Hogarth  was  always  on  terms 
of  the  Ibideft  friendfiiip,  and  fre- 
quently viOted  him  at  Winchefter, 
St.  Crofs,  and  Alresford.  It  is  vvell 
known,  that  Dr.  Hoadley's  fondnefs 
for  theatrical  exhibitions  was  fo 
great,  that  no  vifitors  were  ever 
long  in  his  houfe  before  they  were 
foiicited  to  iiccept  a  part  in  fome  in- 
tJilude  or  other.  He  himfelf,  with 
Garrick  and   Hogarth,    once   per- 


formed a  laughable  parody  on  the 
fcene  in  Julius  C^far,  where  the 
ghoil:  appears  to  Brutus.  Hogarth 
perfonared  the  fpe6tre  ;  but  lb  unre- 
tentive  was  his  memory,  that,  though 
his  fpeech  confilled  only  of  tvv9 
lines,  he  was  unable  to  get  them  by 
heart.  At  laft  they  hit  on  the  fol- 
lowing expedient  in  his  favour. 
The  vcrfes  he  was  to  deliver  were 
written  in  fuch  large  letters,  on  the 
outfidc  of  an  illuminated  paper  Ian- 
thorn,  that  he  could  read  them  whca 
he  entered  with  it  in  his  hand  on  the 
ftage,  Hog.irth  painted  a  fcene  oa 
thisoccafion,  reprefenting  a  futtling- 
booth,  with  the  Duke  of  Cumber- 
land's head  by  way  of  fign.  He 
alfo  prepared  the  play-bill  with  cha- 
rafteriftic  ornaments.  The  original 
drawing  is  fiill  preferved,  and  we 
could  wifh  it  were  engraved,  as  the 
ilighteil:  Iketch  from  the  defign  of  i'o 
grotefque  a  painter  would  be  welcome 
to  the  colle6iors  of  his  works. 

*'  Hogarth  was  alfo  the  mofl  ab- 
fent  of  men.  At  table  he  would 
fomeiimes  turn  round  his  chair,  aS  if 
he  had  finiflied  eating,  and  as  fud- 
denly  would  return  it,  and  fall  to 
his  meal  again.  I  may  add,  that  he 
once  directed  a  letter  to  Dr.  Hoad- 
ley,   thus, <   To  the    Doctor  at 

Chelfea.'  This  epiifle,  however, 
by  good  luck,  did  not  mifcarry,  and 
v\-as  pieferved  by  the  late  Chancellor 
nt  VVinchelfer,  as  a  plcafant  memo- 
rial ot  his  friend's  extraordinary  in- 
attention. 

"  A  fpecimen  of  Hogarth's  pro- 
penfity  to  merriment,  on  the  moll: 
trivial  occafions,  is  obfervable  in  one 
ot  his  cards  requefting  the  company 
of  a  friend  to  dine  with  him.  \Vith- 
in  a  circle,  to  which  a  knife  and 
fork  are  the  fupporters,  the  written 
part  is  contained.  In  the  center  of 
it  is  drawn  a  pye  ;  and  the  invita- 
tion of  our  aftilt  concludes  with  the 

follow^ 
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following  fj)ort  on  three  of  the 
(iicck  letters  to  —  'Eta  Beta  I'i.' 
'I'he  rell  of  the  infcription  is  not 
very  accurately  Ipelt.  A  quibble 
by  Hogarth  is  furely  as  refpecftublc 
as  a  conundrum  by  Swift. 

"  In  one  of  the  very  early  exhi- 
bitions at  Sprint^  Gardens,  a  very 
pleafing  fmall  picture  by  Hogarth 
made  its  iirll  ap[)earance.  It  was 
painted  for  the  Earl  of  Charle- 
monr,  in  whofe  colledion  it  re- 
mains. It  was  intituled,  '  Picquet, 
or  Virtue  in  Danger,'  and  Hiews  us 
u  young  lady,  who  during  a  tete-a- 
tete,  had  jull:  loil  all  her  money  to  a 
handfome  officer  of  her  own  age. 
He  is  reprelented  iu  the  aft  of  re- 
turning her  a  handful  of  bank-bills, 
with  the  hope  of  exchanging  them 
for  a  fofter  acquifition,  and  more 
delicate  plundei".  On  the  chimney- 
piece  are  a  watch-cafe  and  a  figure 
of  Time  over  it,  with  this  motto  — 
NUNC.  Hogarth  has  caught  his 
heroine  during  this  moment  of  he- 
litation,  this  ftruggle  with  herfelf, 
and  has  marked  her  feelings  with 
uncommon  fuccefs. 
/  "  In  the  '  Mifer's  Feaft,'  Mr. 
Hogarth  thought  proper  to  pillory 
Sir  Ifaac  Shard,  a  gentleman  pro- 
verbially avaricious.  Hearing  this, 
the  fon  of  Sir  Ifaac,  the  late  Ifaac 
Pacatus  Shard,  Efq.  a  young  man  of 
fpirit,  juft  returned  from  his  travels, 
called  at  the  painter's  to  fee  the 
picture,  and  among  the  rell,  alking 
the  Cicerone  whether  that  odd  figure 
was  intended  for  any  particular  per- 
fon,  on  his  replying  that  it  was 
thought  to  be  very  like  one  Sir 
Ifaac  Shard,  he  immediately  drew  his 
fword,  and  ihiflied  the  canvas.  Ho- 
garth appeared  infiantly  in  great 
wrath  ;  to  whom  Mr.  Shard  calmly 
juftiiied  what  he  had  done,  faying 
'  that  this  was  a  very  unwarrantable, 
licence  :    that  he  was   the   injured 


party's  fon,  and  that  he  was  ready  to 
defend  any  fuit  at  law;'  which, 
however,  was  never  inftitutcd. 

"  The  lail  memorable  e\'ent  in 
our  artilt's  life,'  as  Mr.  Walpole  oh- 
ferves,  '  was  his  quarrel  with    Mr. 
Wilkes,  in  which,   if  Mr.  Hogarth 
did  not  commence  direft  holiilities 
on  the  latter,    he  at  leall  obliquely 
gave  the  firll:  ofience,   by  an  attack 
on    the    friends   and  party  of  that 
gentleman.     This  condud  Vv'as  the 
more  fitrprizing,    as  he  had  all  his 
life  avoided  dipping  his  pencil  in  po- 
litical contelis,  and  had  early  refufed 
a  very  lucrative  offer  that  was  made 
to  engage   him  in   a  fet  of  prints 
againft  the  head  of  a  court-party. 
Without  entering  into  the  merits  ot 
the  caufe,  I  AkiU  only  ilate  the  fadf. 
In   September   1762,    Mr.  Hogarth 
publiQied  his  print  of  '  The  Times.' 
It  was  anfwercd  by  Mr.  Wilkes  in 
a.   levere    North  Briton.       On  this 
the  painter  exhibited  the  caricatura 
of  the  writer.    Mr.  Churchill,    the 
poet,  then  engaged  in  the  war,   and 
wrote  his  epillle  to  Hogarth,  not  the 
brighteft  of  his  works,  and  in  which 
the  fevereii:  ftrokes  fell  on  a  defeft 
that  the  painter  had  neither  caufed 
nor   could   amend — his    age  ;    and 
which,   however,    was    neither    re- 
markable nor  decrepid  ;   much   lefs 
had  it  impaired  his  talents,  as  appear- 
ed by  his  having  compofed  but  fix 
months  before  one  of  his  moll  capi- 
tal works,  the  fatire  on  the  Method- 
ills.     In   revenge   for  this    epiillc, 
Hogarth  caricatured  Churchill,  un- 
der    the    form     of     a      canonical 
bear,  with  a  club  and  a  pot  of  por- 
ter— ei   'vitula   iu    dignus    iff     bic — 
never  did  two  angry  men  of  trheir 
abilities  throw  mud  with  Icfs   dex- 
terity. 

"  At     the  time    thefe  hoftlllties 

were  carrying   on  in  a   manner  fo 

virulent  and  difgraceful  to   all   the 

C  4  paities, 
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parties,  Mr.  Hogarth  was  vifibly 
declining  in  his  health.  In  1762,  he 
complained  of  an  inward  pain,  which, 
continuing,  brought  on  a  general 
decay  that  proved  incurable.  On 
the  25th  of  Odober  1764,  he  was 
conveyed  from  Chifwick  to  Leicef- 
ter-fields,  in  a  very  weak  condition, 
yet  remarkably  chearful ;  and,  re- 
ceiving an  agreeable  letter  from  the 
American  Dr.  Franklin,  drew  up  a 
rough  draught  of  an  aniwer  to  it ; 
but  going  to  bed,  he  was  feizcd  with 


a  vomiting,  upon  which  he  rung  his 
bell  with  fiich  violence  that  he  broke 
it,  and  was  found  in  fuch  a  con- 
dition that  he  expired  in  two  hours 
afterwards. 

"  His  diforder  was  a  dropfy  in 
his  bread  (the  fame  that  killed  Mr. 
Pope)  ;  and  his  corpfe  was  interred 
at  Chifwick,  where  an  elegant  mau- 
foleum  is  ereded  to  his  memory, 
with  the  following  infcriptinn,  writ- 
ten by  his  friend  Mr.  Garrick  : 


"  Here  lieth  the  body 
Of  William    Hogarth,  Efq. 
Who   died   Odober  the  26th,    1764, 
Aged  67  years. 

Farewell,  great  painter  of  mankind. 

Who  reach'd  the  nobleft  point  of  art  j 
Whofe  piftur'd  morals  charm  the  mind. 

And  through  the  eye  correct  the  heart. 
If  genius  fire  thee,  reader  flay. 

If  nature  touch  thee,  drop  a  tear  ; 
If  neither  move  thee,  turn  away, 

For  Hcgarth's  honoured  dufl  lies  here.'* 

On  the  other  fide  are  thefe  infcriptions  : 
"  Here  lieth  the  body 
Of  Dame  Judith  Thornhill, 
Relift  of  Sir  James  Thornhill,  knight, 
Of  Thornhill  in  the  county  of  Dorfet. 
She  died  Nov.  12th,   1757, 
Aged  84  years." 


ANECDOTE    of    Dr.    FOTHERGILL. 

[From  Dr.  Hird's  affedionate  Tribute  to  the  Memory  of  the  late 
Dr.  John  Fothergill.] 


H  E  humane  reader  will 
feel  the  finefl  fprings  of 
his  afFe6tions  moved,  by  the  follow- 
ing anecdote  given  to  me  by  a  cler- 
gyman of  high  rank,  who  reveres 
the  memory  of  Dr,  Fothergill,  and 


places  his  obligations  to  him,  in  a 
very  trying  feafon,  near  to  his 
heart. 

"   A    friend   of"  his,    a  man   of 
a  worthy  character,  who  has  at  this 
time  an  income  of  about  one  hun- 
dred 
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dred  pounds  a  year,  church  prefer- 
ment, was,  in  the  earlier  part  of  his 
life,  {bated  in  London  upon  a  cura- 
cy of  fifty  pounds  per  annum,  with 
a  wife  and  a  numerous  family.  An 
epidemical  difeafe,  which  was  at 
that  time  prevalent,  feized  upon  his 
wife,  and  five  of  his  children :  in 
this  fcene  of  dilirefs  he  looked  up 
to  the  dodor  for  his  affiftance,  but 
dared  not  apply  tio  him,  from  a  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  his  being  unable  to  re- 
ward him  for  his  attendance.  A 
friend,  who  knew  his  fuuation, 
kindly  offered  to  accompany  him  to 
the  dodlor's,  and  give  him  his  fee  ; 
they  took  the  advantage  of  his 
hour  of  audience,  and  after  a  de- 


fcription  of  the  feveral  cafes,  the  fee 
was  offered,  and  reje£ted  ;  but  a 
note  was  taken  of  his  place  of  refi- 
dence.  The  do6ior  called  affidu- 
oully  the  next,  and  every  fucceeding 
day,  till  his  attendance  was  no  Ion- 
get  neceffary.  The  curate,  anxious 
to  return  fome  grateful  mark  of 
the  fenfe  he  entertained  of  his  fer- 
vices,  flrained  every  nerve  to  ac- 
complifli  it  ;  but  his  aftonifhment 
was  not  to  be  defcribed,  when,  in- 
flead  of  receiving  the  money  he  of- 
fered, with  apologies  for  his  fitua- 
tion,  the  doftor  put  ten  guineas  into 
his  hand,  defiling  him  to  apply  to 
him  without  difhdence  in  future 
difficulties." 


ACCOUNT  of  Dr.  FOTHERGILL's  Inaitution  at  Ackworth. 
[From  the  fame  Work.] 


*'  TT  is  now  proper  that  I  fhould 
A  fpeak  of  the  inftitution  which 
has  lately  been  efiabliflied  at  Ack- 
worth, a  fmall  village  in  the  county 
of  York,  in  a  fine  healthy  fituation, 
a  plentiful  country,  and  furroundcd 
by  all  the  conveniencies  and  com- 
forts of  life.  Of  this  inftitution  Dr. 
Fothergill  was  the  original  projec- 
tor ;  and  although  it  is  confined  to 
th.e  fociety  of  the  people  called 
Quakers,  the  great  ends  which  it 
is  intended  to  promote  are  worthy 
of  the  dodor,  redound  to  the  honour 
of  humanity,  and  of  that  expanded 
philanthropy,  which  can  ftretch  its 
profpeds  towards  the  fubftantial 
welfare,  not  only  of  the  prefent,  but 
of  future  generations.  In  the  fhort 
defcripjjon  I  fhall  attempt  to  give  of 
the  Eiotives  from  which  it  originated, 
and  its  prefent  ftate,  I  will  endea- 
vour to  be  as  explicit  as  pofTible. 


*'  As  the  charader  of  the  future 
man  is  marked  effentially  by  the  im- 
prelTions  he  receives  during  his  ftate 
of  childhood,  when  the  mind  is  of  a 
more  plaftic  and  yielding  texture, 
and  takes  its  modes  of  thinking  and 
ading  from  thofe  precepts  and  ex- 
amples which  are  prefented  moH 
ftrikingly  before  the  eye ;  and  far- 
ther, as  the  whole  treafurc  of  our 
future  happinefs  moft  materially  de- 
pends upon  an  early  fubjedion  of 
our  wills  to  habits  of  a  virtuous  felf- 
denial,  humanity  moft  certainly  be- 
comes ferioufly  interefted  in  pro- 
moting with  ardour  every  rational 
means  by  which  the  mind  may  be 
formed  for  the  general  good,  rather 
than  for  the  bane  and  mifchief  of 
fociety. 

"  It  is  this  fpecies  of  an  atten- 
tive and  guarded  education,  which, 
I  have  authority  to  fay,  was  an  ob- 
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jcft,  wherein  the  doflor  was  deeply 
jntcrefted  for  many  years.  He  law, 
with  concern,  thnfe  depredations 
which  vice  and  fully  were  daily 
making  in  fociety,  and  was  painful- 
ly anxious  to  prevent  them  as  much 
as  poiiible,by  ibiking  at  the  very 
root  of  the  evil.  'I'he  humanity  of 
his  mind  would  have  fprcad  its  in- 
fluences over  the  community  at 
large :  but,  confcious  that  the  at- 
tempt would  be  fruitlefs,  he  confined 
his  hopes  within  the  bounds  of  his 
own  perfuafion,  where  his  influences 
were  powerful,  and  where  the  vvifell: 
and  beft  of  his  members,  nay,  I 
may  fay,  the  general  bulk  of  them, 
were  very  ready  to  unite  in  his 
views. 

*'  There  are  many  little  eflablifli- 
ments  amongd  that  foeiety,  in  va- 
rious parts  of  the  kingdom,  for  the 
education  of  youth,  and  the  direction 
of  their  minds  in  the  belt  things  ; 
but  on  invelHgating  the  defign  and 
exteiTt  of  each,  he  found  none  fully 
competent  to  his  intentions.  It  was 
to  the  children  of  the  poor,  and  of 
thofe  in  that  ilate  of  mediocrity, 
which  either  renders  them  inatten- 
tive to  \he  education  of  their  off- 
fpring,  or  difqualifies  them  for  af- 
fording them  fuch  an  one  as  they 
wifli,  that  Dr.  Fothergill  principally 
direded  his  views  ;  as  thefe  form 
the  great  bulk  of  the  community, 
and  confequeni-ly  muft  fpread  the 
good  or  evil  of  their  examples  far- 
theft.  Yet,  notwlthllanding  this 
great  idea  had  long  prevailed  in  the 
Doftor's  mind,  .nothing  was  efteftu- 
ally  done,  until,  by  one  of  thofe 
fortunate,  or  rather  providential 
events,  on  which  hangs  the  fate  of 
many  great  undertakings,  the  whole 
of  his  delign  became  eafy  and  prdc- 
ticable.  On  his  return  from  Che- 
fliire,  through  Yorkfiiire,  in  the 
yeili'  1778,  he  did  rncithe  favour  of 


being  my  gueft  a  few  days,  during 
which  time  he  was  vlfucd  by  many 
of  his  friends  in  thofe  parts.     In  one 
of  thefe  interviews  the  converfatlon 
turned  on  an  inftitution  at  Gllder- 
fome,    a  Imall  eftabliflunent  for  the 
education  of  poor  children  amongll 
the  fociety  ;  the  Do6tor  was  inquir- 
ing into  its  ftate  and  management, 
and  how  far  it  might  ferve  as  a  mo- 
del for  a  larger  undertaking  :  a  juft 
defcription  being  given  of  it,  with 
the  following  remark,  that  not  only 
this,  but  all  others,  however  lauda- 
ble the   motives  from   which    they 
took  their  rife,  muft  fall  of  fuccels, 
without   a   conflant   fuperintending 
care    and  unremitting   attention  te 
the  firil  great  objeft  of  the  Inftitu- 
tion.     This  Idea  was  exemplified  by 
the  then  prefent  ftate  of  the  Found- 
ling Hofpital  at  Ackworth,  which, 
although  originating  from  the  moft 
humane  principle,  and  creded  at  a 
vaft  expcnce,  was,  from  repeated  in- 
attentions to  the  fit  ft  defign,  in  dan- 
ger of  dilapidation,    and  ready  for 
public   fale.     This  relation   ftruck 
the    Dodor   forcibly ;   '  Why    may 
not  this,'  fald  he,  '  ferve  the  very 
purpofe   I  am  in  purfuit  of?'     To 
be  ftiort,  the  building,  and  an  e'ftate 
of  80  acres  of  land,  were  purchafed, 
improved,  and  furnlflied  by  fubfcrip- 
tion.     The   Dotlor  fet  a  generous 
example  by  his  own   contribution, 
and   an   endowment   by   his  will  in 
perpetuity. 

"  There  are  now  above  three 
hundred  children  of  both  fexcs  under 
the  roof,  furnlfhed  with  all  the  ne- 
cefTary  conveniences  and  comforts  of 
life,  properly  clothed,  and  educated 
in  every  branch  of  knowledge  fuita- 
ble  for  the  ilatlon  in  which  it  is  pre- 
fumed  they  may  be  placed.  And  to 
the  fatisfaclion  of  every  benevolent 
heart,  it  maybe  truly  laid,  that  the 
inilituticn  is  at  prefent  in  a  mofl 
flourilhins: 
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flonrllliing-  ftate,  fully  anrwerlng  the 
JcfitMis  of  its  founders  ;  being  con- 
ilui:tcd  under  the  care  of  a  number 
of  chofen  guardians  of  ability,  and 
of  an  exemplary  conducl,  with  an 
exaftnefs  of  order,  decency,  and 
propriety,  extremely  firiking,  and 
perfc<5tly  p'eafnig  to  all  who  have  vi- 
sited it,  though  not  of  the  fame  fu- 
ciety, — The  children  are  taught  ha- 
bits of  regularity,  of  decency,  of 
rcfpeftful  fubordination  to  their  fu- 
periors  ;  of  forbearance,  affetfHon, 
and  kindnefs  towards  each  other  ; 
and  of  religious  reverence  towards 
their  Maker ;  and,  I   may  further 


add,  thofe  habits  of  filence  and  re- 
colledion,  taught  and  pradifed  In 
the  ancient  fchools  of  philofophy, 
inculcated  in  the  fcriptures,  and 
moil  emphatically  called  '  the  true 
door  of  entrance  into  the  fchool  of 
wlfdom." 

A  life  of  Dr.  Fothergill  hath  been 
prefixed,  by  Dr.  Elliot,  to  his  col- 
lection of  the  Doctor's  medical  and 
philofophical  works ;  but  as  a  more 
full  account  of  him  is  expefted  from 
Dr.  Letfome,  we  (hall  wait  for  the 
appearance  of  the  lall  gentleman's 
publication. 


The  completion  of  Dr.  Johnson's  incomparable  Lives  of  the  Englifii 
Poets,  hath  eminently  added  to  the  biographical  materials  of  the  prefent 
year.  But  as  this  work  mull:  already  have  been  feen  by,  perhaps,  the 
greater  number  of  our  readers,  we  (hall  not  be  fo  large  in  our  extrads  from 
it,  as  v/e  fhould  otherwife  have  vviihcd.  Were  we,  however,  not  to  give 
fome  fpecimens  of  fo  valuable  and  interefting  a  performance,  we  {hould 
not  do  juftice  either  to  the  New  Annual  Register,  or  to  the  Public. 
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[From  Dr.  Johnson's  Lives  of  the  Englifii  Poets.] 
fufficlent 


*'  /^F  his  virtue  it  is  a 

V^  teftimony,  that  the  refent- 
ment  of  party  has  tranfmitted  no 
charge  of  any  crime.  He  was  not 
one  of  thofe  who  are  praifed  only  af- 
ter death  :  for  his  merit  was  fo  gene- 
rally acknowledged,  that  Swift,  hav- 
ing obfervcd  that  his  eleftion  pafl'ed 
without  a  contell,  adds,  that  if  he 
had  propofed  himfelf  for  king,  he 
would  hardly  have  been  refufed. 

"  His  zeal  for  his  party  did  not 
extinguifli  his  kindnefs  tor  the  merit 
of  his  opponents :  when  he  was  fecre- 
tary  in  Ireland,  he  refufed  to  inter 
Uiit  his  acciuaiiitance  with  Swift, 


*'  Of  his  habits,  or  external  man- 
ners, nothing  is  fo  often  mentioned 
as  that  timorous  or  fullen  taciturnity, 
which  his  friends  called  modefly  by 
too  mild  a  name.  Steele  mentions 
with  great  tendernefs,  '  that  remark- 
able baflifulnefs  which  is  a  cloak 
that  hides  and  muffles  merit ;'  and 
tells  us,  that  '  his  abilities  were  co- 
vered only  by  modeily,  which  dou- 
bles the  beauties  which  are  feen,  and 
gives  credit  and  eftesjn  to  all  that 
are  concealed.'  Cheltterfield  affirms, 
that  '  Addifon  was  the  moft  timo- 
rous and  aukward  man  that  he  ever 
law.'  And  Addifon,  fpeaking  of  his 
own  dcliciencc  m  coiiverfation,  ufcd 
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to  fay  of  himfelf,  that  with  refped 
£o  intelleftual  wealth,  '  he  could 
draw  bills  for  a  thoufand  pounds, 
though  he  had  not  u  guinea  in  his 
pocket.' 

.,"  That  he  wanted  current  coin 
for  ready  payment,  and  by  that  want 
was  often  obftrufted  and  diftreffed  ; 
that  he  was  impreifed  by  an  impro- 
per and  ungraceful  timidity,  every 
teiiimony  concurs  to  prove;  but 
Chefterfield's  reprefentation  is  doubt- 
lefs  hyperbolical.  That  man  can- 
not be  fuppofed  very  unexpert  in  the 
arts  of  converfation  and  praftice  of 
life,  who,  without  fortune  or  alli- 
ance, by  his  ufefulnefs  and  dexte- 
rity, became  fecretary  of  flatc  ;  and 
who  died  at  forty-feven,  after  hav- 
ing not  only  flood  long  in  the  high- 
eft  rank  of  wit  and  literature,  but 
filled  one  of  the  moft  important 
offices  of  ftate. 

"  The  time  in  which  he  lived  had 
reafon  to  lament  his  obftinacy  of  fi- 
lence  ;   '  for   he  was,'   fays   Steele, 

*  above  all  men  in  that  talent  called 
humour,  and  enjoyed  it  in  fuch  per- 
feftion,  that  I  have  often  reflcdted, 
after  a  night  fpcnt  with  him  apart 
from  all  the  world,  that  I  had  had 
the  pleafure  of  convcrfing  with  an 
intimate  acquaintance  of  Terence 
and  Catullus,  who  had  all  their  wit 
and  nature,  heightened  with  humour 
more  exquifite  and  delightful  than 
any  other  man  ever  pofTelTed.'  This 
is  the  fondnefs  of  a  friend  j  let  us 
hear   what   is  told   us   by  a    rival. 

*  Addifon's  converfation,'  fays 
Pope,  '  had  fomething  in  it  more 
charming  than  I  have  found  in  any 
Other  man.  But  this  was  only  when 
familiar:  before  ftrangers,  or  per- 
haps a  iingle  ftranger,  he  preferved 
his  dignity  by  a  ftitf  filence.' 

*'  This  modefty  was  by  no  means 
inconfitfent  with  a  very  high  opi- 
nion of  his  own  merit.  He  demand- 
ed to  be  the  firft  name  in  modern 


wit ;  and,  with  Steele  to  echo  him, 
ufed  to  depreciate  Dry  den,  whom 
Pope  and  Congreve  defended  againil 
them.  There  is  no  reafon  to  doubt- 
that  he  fuffercd  too  much  pain  from 
the  prevalence  of  Pope's  poetical  re- 
putation ;  nor  is  it  without  ftrong 
reafon  fufpe^l:ed  that  by  fome  difm- 
genuous  ads  he  endeavoured  to  ob- 
ftruft  it :  Pope  was  not  the  only  man 
whom  he  infiduoufly  injured,  though 
the  only  man  of  whom  he  could  be 
afraid. 

"  His  own  powers  were  fuch  as 
might  have  fatisfied  him  with  con- 
fcious  excellence.  Of  very  extenfive 
learning  he  has  indeed  given  no 
proofs.  He  feems  to  have  had  fmall 
acquaintance  with  the  fciences,  and 
to  have  read  little  except  Latin  and 
Freuch  ;  but  of  the  Latin  poets  his 
Dialogues  en  Medals  ihew  that  he 
had  purfued  their  works  with  great  di- 
ligence and  Ikill.  The  abundance 
ot  his  own  mind  left  him  little  need 
of  adventitious  fentiments ;  his  wit 
always  could  fuggeft  what  the  oc- 
cafion  demanded.  He  had  read 
with  critical  eyes  the  important  vo- 
lume of  human  life,  and  knew  the 
heart  of  man  from  the  depths  of  ftra- 
tagem  to  the  furface  of  affeftation. 

"  What  he  knew  he  could  eafily 
communicate.  '  This,'  fays  Steele, 
'  was  particular  in  this  writer,  that, 
when  he  had  taken  his  refolution,  or 
made  his  plan  for  what  he  defigned 
to  write,  he  would  w^alk  about  a  room, 
and  diftate  it  into  language  with  as 
much  freedom  and  eafe  as  any  one 
could  write  it  down,  and  attend  to 
the  coherence  and  grammar  ot  what 
he  dictated.' 

"  Pope,  who  can  be  lefs  fufpeded 
of  favouring  his  memory,  declares 
that  he  wrote  very  fluently,  but  was 
flow  and  fcrupulous  in  corre£ting  ; 
that  many  of  his  Spedators  were 
written  very  fall,  and  fent  immedi- 
ately to  the  prefs  j  and  that  it  feemcd 
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to  be  for  his  advantage  not  to  have 
time  for  much  revifal, 

*«  He  would  alter"  fays  Pope, 
"  any  thing  to  pleafe  his  friends,  be- 
fore publication  ;  but  would  not  re- 
touch his  pieces  afterwards  :  and  I 
believe  not  one  word  in  Cato,  to 
which  I  made  an  objedion,  was  fuf- 
fered  to  ftand." 

"  The  lail  line  of  Cato  is  Pope's, 
having  been  originally  written, 

'*  And,  Oh  !  'twas  this  that  ended 
Cato's  life. 
Pope  might  have  made  more  objec- 
tions to  the  fix  concluding  lines.  In 
the  firO:  couplet  the  words  '  from 
hence'  are  improper  ;  and  the  fecond 
line  is  taken  from  Dryden's  Virgil. 
Of  the  next  couplet,  the  firll  verfe 
being  included  in  the  fecond  is  there- 
fore ufelefs  ;  and  in  the  third  difcord 
is  made  to  produce  Ibifc. 

"  Of  the  courfe  of  Addifon's  fa- 
miliar day,  before  his  marriage, 
Pope  has  given  a  detail.  He  had  in 
the  houfe  with  him  Budgell,  and 
perhaps  Philips.  His  chief  compani- 
ons were  Steele,  Budgell,  Philips, 
Carey,  Davenant,  and  colonel  Brett. 
With  one  or  other  of  thefe  he  al- 
ways breakfafted.  He  lludied  all 
morning  ;  then  dined  at  a  tavern, 
and  went  afterwards  to  Button's. . 

*'  Button  had  been  a  fervant  in  the 
countefs  of  Warwick's  family,  who, 
under  the  pati-onage  of  Addifon, 
kept  a  coftee-houfe  on  the  fouth-fide 
of  Ruflel-ftreet,  about  tv/o  doors 
from  Covent-garden.  Here  it  was 
that  the  wits  of  that  time  ufed  to  af- 
femble.  It  is  laid,  that  when  Addi- 
fon had  fuffered  any  vexation  from 
the  countefs,  he  withdrew  the  com- 
pany from  Button's  houfe. 

"  From  the  coffee-houfe  he  went 
again  to  a  tavern,  where  he  often  fat 
late,  and  drank  too  much  wine. 
In  the  bottle,  difcontent  feeks  for 
comfort,  cowardice  for  courage,  and 


baflifulnefs  for  confidence.  It  is  not 
unlikely  that  Addifon  was  firll  fedu- 
ced  to  excefs  by  the  manumiffion 
which  he  obtained  from  the  fervile 
timidity  of  his  fober  hours.  He  that 
feels  opprcilion  from  the  prefence  of 
thofe  to  whom  he  knows  himfelf  fu- 
perior,  will  defire  to  kt  loofe  his 
powers  of  converfation  ;  and  who, 
that  ever  alked  fuccour  from  Bac- 
chus, was  able  to  preferve  himfelf 
from  being  euflaved  by  his  auxi- 
liary ? 

"  Among  thofe  friends  it  was  that 
Addifon  dlfplayed  the  elegance  of 
his  colloquial  accomplilhments, 
which  may  eafily  be  fuppofed  fuch 
as  Pope  reprcfents  them.  The  re- 
mark of  Mandeville,  who,  when  he 
had  pafTed  ;ui  evening  in  his  compa- 
ny, declared  that  he  was  a  parfon  ia 
a  tye  wig,  can  detract  little  from 
his  charafter ;  he  was  always  referv- 
ed  to  ilrangers,  and  was  not  incited 
to  uncommon  freedom  by  a  charac- 
ter like  that  of  Mimdeville. 

*'  From  any  minute  knowledge  of 
his  familiar  manners,  the  interven- 
tion of  fixty  years  has  now  debarred 
us.  Steele  once  promlfed  Congrevc 
and  the  public  a  complete  defcriptioa 
of  his  character  ;  but  the  promifes 
of  authors  are  like  the  vows  of  lo- 
vers. Steele  thought  no  more  on 
his  defign,  or  thought  on  it  with 
anxiety  that  at  laft  dilgufted  him, 
and  left  his  friend  in  the  hands  of 
Tickell. 

"  His  works  will  fupply  fome  in- 
formation. It  appears  from  his  va- 
rious pictures  of  the  world,  that, 
with  all  his  baflifulnefs,  he  had  con- 
verfed  with  many  diftincf  clafTes  of 
men,  had  furveyed  their  ways  with 
very  diligent  obfervation,  and  mark- 
ed with  great  acutenefs  the  effeds  of 
different  modes  of  life.  He  was  a 
rian  in  whole  prefence  nothing  re- 
prehenfible    was   out   of    danger ; 

quick 
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quick  ill  difcerning  whatever  was 
wrong  or  ridiculous,  and  not  unwil- 
ling to  expofe  it.  '  There  are,'  lays 
Steele,  '  in  his  writings  many  ob- 
lique ftrokes  upon  fome  of  the  witti- 
cft  men  oi"  the  age.'  His  delight  was 
more  to  excite  merriment  than  de- 
teltation,  and  he  detefts  follies  rather 
than  crimes. 

"  It  any  judgment  be  made,  from 
his  books,  of  his  moral  character, 
nothing  will  be  found  but  purity 
find  excellence.  Knowledge  of  man- 
kind indeed,  lefs  exrenfive  than  that 
of  Addifon,  will  fhew  that  to  write 
and  to  live  are  very  different.  Many 
who  praife  virtue  do  no  more  than 
praife  it.  Yet  it  is  reafonable  to  be- 
lieve that  Addifon's  profcffions  and 
pracftice  were  at  no  great  vari- 
ance, fince,  amidft  that  ftorm  of 
faction  in  which  moft  of  his  life  was 
paffed,  though  his  ftation  made  him 
confplcuous,  and  his  aftivity  made 
him  formidable,  the  character  given 
him  by  his  friends  was  never  contra- 
ditfed  by  his  enemies  :  of  thofe  with 
whom  Intereft  or  opinion  united 
him,  he  had  not  only  the  efteem  but 


the  kindnefs ;  and  of  others,  whom 
the  violence  of  oppofitlon  drove 
againft  him,  though  he  might  lofe 
the  love,  he  retained  the  reverence. 

"  It  isjuftlyobferved  by  Tickell, 
that  he  employed  wit  on  the  fide  of 
virtue  and  religion.  He  not  only 
made  the  proper  ufe  of  wit  himfelf, 
but  taught  it  to  others ;  and  from 
his  time  it  has  been  generally  fub- 
fervlent  to  the  caufe  of  reafon  and 
of  truth.  He  has  diifipated  the  pre- 
judice that  had  long  connefted  gai- 
ety with  vice,  and  eafinefs  of  man- 
ners with  laxity  of  principles.  He 
has  reftored  virtue  to  its  dignity,  and 
taught  innocence  not  to  be  afhamed. 
This  is  an  elevation  of  literary  cha- 
rafter,  above  all  Greek,  above  all 
Roman  farne^  No  greater  felicity 
can  genius  attain  than  that  of  having 
purified  intelleftual  pleafure,  fepa- 
rated  mirth  from  indecency,  and 
wit  from  llcentioufnefs ;  of  having 
taught  a  fucceffion  of  writers  to  bring 
elegance  and  gaiety  tcv  the  aid  of 
goodnefs  j  and,  if  I  may  ufe  expref- 
ilons  yet  more  awful,  of  having 
tur7ied  majiy  to  righteoufncJsP 
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[From  the  fame  Work.}. 


«t 


THOMAS  TICKELL,  the 
fon  of  the  reverend  Rich- 
aid  Tickell,  was  born  in  1686,  at 
Brldekirk,  in  Cumberland  ;  and  in 
April,  1 701,  became  a  member  of 
Queen's  College,  in  Oxford  ;  in 
1708  he  was  mjde  Maffer  of  Arts; 
and  two  years  afterwards  was  chofen 
Fellow  ;  for  which,  as  he  did  oot 
comply  with  the  iVatutes  by  taking 
orders,  he  obtained  a  dilpenlation 
from  the  crown.    He  held  his  fel- 


lowfhip  till  1726,  and  then  vacated 
it,  by  marrying,  in  that  year,  at 
Dublin. 

"  Tickell  was  not  one  of  thofe 
fchoiars  who  wear  away  their  lives 
in  clofets ;  he  entered  early  into  the 
world,  and  was  long  bufy  in  public 
affairs  ;  in  which  he  was  initiated 
under  the  patronage  of  Addifon, 
whofe  notice  he  is  faid  to  have 
gained  by  his  verfes  in  pralfc  of 
Rofamond , 

To 
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*'  To  thofe  vcrfes  it  would  not 
have  been  julj  to  deny  regard  ;  tor 
they  contain  Ibnie  ot  the  raoll  ele- 
o-ant  cncomiaftic  ftrains ;  and,  a- 
moui;-  the  innumerable  poems  ot 
the  fame  kind,  it  will  be  hard  to 
find  one  with  which  they  need  to 
tear  a  comparilbn.  It  may  delerve 
obfervation,  that  when  Pope  wrote 
long  afterwards  in  praife  of  Addifon, 
he  has  copied,  at  leaft  has  refem- 
bled,  Tickell. 

♦'  Let  joy  falute  fair  Rofamonda's 
fhade, 

And  wreaths  of  myrtle  crown  the  love- 
ly maid. 

While  now  perhaps  with  Dido's  ghoft  fhe 
roves, 

And  hears  and  tells  the  ftory  of  their 
loves, 

Alike  they  mourn,  alike  they  tlefs  their 
fate, 

Since  love,  which  made  them  wretched, 
made  them  great ; 

Nor  longer  that  relentlefs  doom  bemoan, 

Which  gaiii'd  a  Virgil  and  an  Addifon. 

TiCKELL. 

"  Then  future  ages  with  delight  fhall  fee 
How    Plato's,    Bacon's,    Newton's    looks 

agree  ; 
Or  in  fair  feries  laurel'd  bards  be  fliown, 
A  Virgil  there,  and  here  an  Addifon. 

Pope. 

*'  He  produced  another  piece  of 
the  fame  kind  at  the  appearance  of 
Cato,  with  equal  fkill,  but  not 
equal  happinefs. 

When  the  miniftcrs  of  queen 
Anne  were  negotiating  with  France, 
Tickell  publiihed  '  fhc  Profpeft  of 
Peace,'  a  poem,  of  which  the  ten- 
dency was  to  reclaim  the  nation 
from  the  pride  of  conquell:  to  the 
f  leafures  of  tranquillity.  Plow  fur 
Tickell,  whom  Swift  afterwards 
mentioned  as  Whiggiffimus,  had 
then  connected  himfelf  with  any 
party,  1  know  not  :  this  poem  cer- 
tainly did  not  flatter  the  praiSticcs,  or 
promote  the  opinions,  ot  the  men 
by  whom  he  was  afterwards  be- 
friended. 


"  Mr.  Addifon,  however  he  hated 
the  men  then  in  power,  fuifered  his 
friendftiip  to  prevail  over  his  public 
fpirit,  and  gave  in  the  Spedfator 
fnch  praifes  of  TickelPs  poem,  that 
when,  after  having  long  wiflied  to 
perufe  it,  I  laid  hold  on  it  at  laft, 
i  thought  it  unequal  to  the  honours 
which  it  had  received,  and  found  it 
a  piece  to  be  approved  rather  than, 
admired.  But  the  hope  excited  by 
a  work  ot  genius,  being  general  and 
indefinite,  is  rarely  gratified.  It  was 
read  at  that  time  with  ib  much  ta- 
vour,  that  fix  editions  were  fold. 

"  At  the  arrival  of  king  George, 
he  fung  '  The  Royal  Frogrefs  ;' 
which  being  inferted  in  the  Spec- 
tator is  well  known,  and  of  which 
it  is  jult  to  fay  that  it  is  neither 
high  nor  low. 

"  The  poetical  Incident  of  mod 
importance  in  Tickell's  life,  was  his 
publication  of  the  firll  book  of  the 
Iliad,  as  tranllated  by  himfelf,  in 
apparent  oppofition  to  Pope's  Ho- 
mer, of  which  rhe  firft  part  u.ade 
its  entrance  into  the  world  at  the 
fame  time. 

"  Addilbn  declared  that  the  rival 
verfions  were  both  good  ;  but  that 
Tickell's  was  the  beft  that  ever  was 
made,  and  with  Addifon  the  wits, 
his  adherents  and  followers,  were 
certain  to  concur.  Pope  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  much  difmay- 
ed  ;  '  for,'  fays  he,  '  1  have  the 
the  town,  that  is,  the  mob,  on  my 
fide.'  But  he  remarks,  that  '  it  is 
common  for  the  fmaller  party  to 
make  up  in  diligence  what  they 
v.'ant  in  numbers  ;  he  appeals  to  the 
people  as  his  proper  judges ;  and  if 
they  are  not  inclined  to  condemn 
him,  he  is  in  little  Care  alout  the 
high  flyers  at  Button's.' 

"  Pope  did  not  long  think  Ad- 
difon an  impartial  judge;  for  he 
confidered  him,  as  the  writer  of 
Tickell's  verfion.     The  rcafous  for 

his 


[48] 


LIFE    OF    TICKELL. 


his  fufpiclon  I  will  literally  tranf- 
cribe  from  Mr.  Spcnce'sColleiftlon. 
*'  There  had  been  a  colduefs  be- 
tween Mr.  Addifon  and  me  for  fome 
time  :  and  we  had  not  been  in  com- 
pany together,  for  a  good  while, 
any  where  but  at  Button's  coftee- 
houfe,  where  I  ufed  to  fee  him  aU 
moft  every  day.  On  his  meeting- 
me  there,  one  day  in  particular,  he 
tqok  me  afide,  and  faid  he  fhould  be 
glad  to  dine  with  me,  at  fuch  a 
tavern,  if  I  ftaid  till  thofe  people 
were  gone  (Budgell  and  Philips). 
We  went  accordingly  ;  and  after 
dinner  Mr.  Addifon  faid,  '  That 
he  had  wanted  for  fome  time  to  talk 
with  me  ;  that  his  friend  Tickell 
had  formerly,  whilfi:  at  Oxford, 
tranflated  the  firft  book  of  the  Iliad ; 
that  he  defigned  to  print  it,  and  had 
defired  him  to  look  it  over;  that 
he  muft  therefore  beg  that  I  would 
not  delire  him  to  look  over  my  firft 
book,  becaufe,  if  he  did,  it  would 
have  the  air  of  double-dealing.'  I 
alTiired  him  that  I  did  not  at  all  take 
it  ill  of  Mr.  Tickell  that  he  was 
going  to  publifh  his  tranflation ; 
that  he  certainly  had  as  much  right 
to  tranfiate  any  author  as  myfelf  ; 
and  that  publifliing  both  was  enter- 
ing on  a  fair  ftage.  I  then  added, 
that  I  would  not  defire  him  to  look 
over  my  firll:  book  of  the  Iliad,  be- 
eaufe  he  had  looked  over  Mr.  Tic- 
kell's ;  but  could  wifh  to  have  the 
benefit  of  his  obfervations  on  my 
fecond,  which  I  had  then  finilhed, 
and  which  Mr.  Tickell  had  not 
touched  upon.  Accordingly  I  fent 
him  the  fecond  book  the  next  morn- 
ing; and  Mr.  Addifon  a  few  days 
after  returned  it,  with  very  high 
commendations.  Soon  after  it  was 
generally  known  that  Mr.  Tickell 
was  publifliing  the  firft  book  of  the 
Iliad,  I  met  Dr,  Young  in  the  ftreet ; 
aiidj^  upon  our  falling  into  that  fub- 


je6t,  the  doftor  exprefl'ed  a  grelt 
deal  of  (urprize  at  Tickeli's  having 
had  fuch  a  tranflation  fo  long  by 
him.  He  faid,  that  it  was  incon- 
ceivable to  him,  and  that  there  muft 
be  fome  miftakc  in  the  matter  ,•  that 
each  ufed  to  communicate  to  the 
other  whatever  verfes  they  wrote, 
even  to  the  leaft  things ;  that  Tic- 
kell could  not  have  been  bufiediufo 
long  a  work  there,  without  his  know- 
ing fomething  of  the  matter  ;  and 
that  he  had  never  heard  a  fingle 
word  of  it  till  on  this  occafion.  This 
furprize  of  Dr.  Young,  together 
with  what  Steele  has  faid  againll: 
Tickell  in  relation  to  this  affair, 
make  it  highly  probable  that  there 
was  fome  underhand  dealing  in  that 
bufinefs  ;  and  indeed  Tickell  him- 
felf,  who  is  a  very  fair  worthy  man, 
has  lince  in  a  manner,  as  good  as 
owned  it  to  me.  Mr,  Pope. — [When 
it  was  Introduced  into  a  converfa- 
tion  between  Mr.  Tickell  and  Mr. 
Pope  by  a  third  perfon,  Tickell  did 
not  deny  it ;  which,  conlidering 
his  honour  and  zeal  for  his  departed 
friend,  was  the  fame  as  owning  it.] 

"  Upon  thefe  fufpicions,  with 
which  Dr.  Warburton  hints  that 
other  clrcumftances  concurred,  Pope 
always  in  his  Art  of  Sinking  quotes 
thisbook  as  the  work  of  Addifon. 

'*  To  compare  the  two  tranlla- 
tions  would  be  tedious  ;  the  pvilm  is 
now  given  univerfally  to  Pope  ;  but 
I  think  the  firll  lines  of  Tickeli's 
were  rather  to  be  preferred,  and 
Pope  feems  to  have  borrowed  fome- 
thing from  them  in  the  corredtion  of 
his  own. 

"  When  the  Hanover  fuccciTion 
was  difputed,  Tickell  gave  what 
alii  fiance  his  pen  would  fupply. 
His  '  Letter  to  Avignon'  ftands 
high  among  party-poems ;  it  ex- 
prelTes  contempt  without  coarfcnefs, 
and  fuperioritv    without  inlblence. 

It 
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It  had  the  fuccefs  which  itdclerved, 
being  five  times  printed. 

"  He  was  now  intimately  united 
to  Mr.  Addilbn,  who,  when  he 
went  into  Ireland  as  fecretary  to  the 
lord  Simderland,  took  him  thither, 
and  employed  him  in  public  bufi- 
nefs  ;  and  when  (17  17)  afterwards 
he  rofe  to  be  fecretary  of  ftate,  made 
him  under- fecretary.  Their  friend- 
fliip  feems  to  have  continued  with- 
out abatement ;  for  when  Addilbn 
died,  he  left  him  the  charge  of  pub- 
lilhing  his  works,  with  a  fokmn  re- 
commendation to  the  patronage  of 
Craggs. 

*'  To  thefe  works  he  prefixed  an 
elegy  on  the  author,  which  could 
owe  none  of  its  beauties  to  the  af- 
liifance  which  might  be  fufpeftcd  to 
have  ftrengthened  or  embellifhed 
his  earlier  compofitions ;  but  neither 
he  nor  Addifon  ever  produced  no- 
bler lines  than  are  contained  in  the 
third  and  fourth  paragraphs,  nor 
is  a  more  fublime  or  more  elegant 
funeral  poem  to  be   found   in  the 


whole  compafs  of  Englifli  literature. 

"  He  was  afterwards  (about  1725) 
made  fecretary  to  the  Lords  Julfices 
of  Ireland,  a  place  of  great  honour  ; 
in  which  he  continued  till  1740, 
when  he  died  on  the  23d  of  April  at 
Bath. 

"  Of  the  poems  yet  unmentioned 
the  longell  is  Kenfinaton  Gardens, 
ot  which  the  verfilication  is  fmooth 
and  elegant,  but  the  fiftion  unflcil- 
tully  compounded  of  Grecim  Dei- 
ties and  Gothic  Fairies.  Neither 
fpecies  of  thofe  exploded  beings 
could  have  done  much,  and  when 
they  are  brought  together,  they  on- 
ly make  each  other  contemptible. 
To  TickcU,  however,  cannot  be  re- 
fufed  a  high  place  among  the  minor 
poets ;  nor  Ihould  it  be  forgotten 
that  he  was  one  of  the  contributors 
to  the  Spedfator.  With  refpeiSl  to 
his  perfonal  character,  he  is  faid  to 
have  been  a  man  of  gay  converfa- 
tion,  at  leail:  a  temperate  lover  of 
wine  and  company,  and  in  his  do- 
meftic  relations  without  cenfure. 


Some  Particulars  concerning  Mr.  POPE's  Domeftic  Habits  and 

Charader. 


[From  the  fame  Work.] 


TH  E  perfon  of  Pope  is  well 
known  not  to  have  been  form- 
ed by  the  niceft  model.  He  has,  in 
his  account  of  the  Little  Club,  com- 
pared himfclf  to  a  fpider,  and  is  de- 
fcribed  as  protuberant  behind  and  be- 
fore. He  is  faid  to  have  been  beau- 
tiful in  his  infancy  ;  but  he  was  of 
a  conftitution  originally  feeble  and 
weak ;  and  as  bodies  of  a  tender 
frame  are  eafily  diilorted,  his  defor- 
mity was  probably  in  part  the  etTect 
of  his  application.  His  ftature  was 
fo  low,  that,  to  bring  him  to  a  level 
1781 


with  common  tables,  it  was  necef- 
fary  ro  raife  his  feat.  But  his  face 
was  not  difpleafing,  and  his  eyes 
were  animated  and  vivid. 

"  By  natural  deformity,  or  acci- 
dental diftortion,  his  vital  tundions 
were  fo  much  difovJered,  that  his 
life  was  a  long  difeate.  His  mod 
frequent  affallant  was  the  head- 
ach,  v/hich  he  ufed  to  relieve  by  in- 
haling the  fleam  of  coffee,  which  he 
very  frequently  required. 

"  Molt  of  what  can  be  told  concer- 
ning -■  3  petty  peculiarities  was  cGm- 
D  municated 
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iviunicnted  bv  a  fcinale  domefllck  of 
the  Earl  ot  Oxford,  who  knew  him 
perhaps  after  the  middle  ot  life.  He 
was  then  fo  weak  as  to  Hand  in  per- 
petual need  of  female  attendance  ; 
extremely  fenfible  of  cold,  fo  that  ho 
wore  a  kind  of  fur  doublet,  under  a 
fhirt  ot  very  coarfe  warm  linen  wiih 
fine  fleeves.  When  he  rofe,  he  was 
invcfced  in  boddice  made  of  ftiff  can- 
vafs,  being  fcarcely  able  to  hold  him- 
felf  ere(5l  till  they  were  laced,  and  he 
tlien  put  on  a  flannel  waiftcoat. 
One  iide  was  contradted.  His  legs 
were  fo  jlender,  that  he  enlarged 
tlreir  bulk  with  three  pair  of  ilock- 
ings,  which  were  drawn  on  and 
off"  by  the  maid  ;  for  he  was  not 
able  to  drefs  or  undrefs  himfelf, 
and  neither  went  to  bed  nor  rofe 
without  help.  His  weaknefs  made 
it  very  difticult  for  him  to  be  clean. 
"  Bis  hair  had  fallen  almoft  all 
away ;  and  he  ufed  to  dine  fometimes 
with  Lord  Oxford,  privately,  in  a 
velvet  cap.  His  drefs  of  ceremony 
was  black,  with  a  tye-wig,  and  a  lit- 
tle fvvord. 

.    "  The  indulgence  and  accommo- 
dation  which  his  licknefs  required, 
had  taught  him  all  the  unpleafing  and 
unfocial  qualities  of  a  valetudinary 
man.     He  ej; pelted  that  every  thing 
Ihould  give  way  to  his  eafe  or  hu- 
mour ;  as  a  child,  whofe  parents  will 
not  hear  her   cry,  has    unrefilting 
dominion  in  the  nurfery. 
C\-fi  que V enfant  tou fours  ejl  homme. 
C'rji  que  Vhomine  eji  toujour s  enfant. 
When  he  wanted  to  fleep,  he  nodded 
\\^  company,  and  once  flumbered  at 
his  own  table,   while  the  Prince  of 
Wales  was  talking  of  poetry. 

"  The  reputation  which  his  friend- 
fliip  gave,  procured  him  many  invi- 
tations ;  but  he  was  a  very  troubie- 
fome  inmate.  He  brought  no  fer- 
vant,  and  had  fo  many  wants,  that 
■  a  numerous  attendance  was  fcarcely 


able  to  fupply  them.  Wherever  F-.e 
was,  he  left  no  room  for  another, 
becnufe  he  exacted  the  attention  and 
employed  the  aiStivity  oi  the  whole 
family.  His  errands  v/ere  fo  fre- 
quent and  frivolous,  that  the  foot- 
men in  time  avoided  and  negledted 
him  ;  and  the  Earl  of  Oxford  dif- 
charged  fome  of  the  fervants  for 
their  relolute  refufal  of  his  meflages. 
The  maids,  when  they  had  neglet1:ed 
their  buiincfs,  alledged  that  they  had 
been  employed  by  Mr.  Pope.  One 
of  his  conftant  demands  was  of  coffee 
in  the  night,  and  to  the  woman  that 
waited  on  him  in  his  chamber  he  was 
very  burthenfome  ;  but  he  was  care- 
ful to  recompenfe  her  want  of  fleep  ; 
and  Lord  Oxford's  fervant  declared, 
that  in  a  houfe  where  her  bufinef& 
was  to  anfwcr  his  call,  flie  would  not 
afk  for  wages. 

"  He  had  another  fault,  eafily  in- 
cident to  thofe  who,  fullering  much 
pain,  think  themfelves  entitled  to 
whatever  pleafures  they  can  fnatch. 
He  was  too  indulgent  to  his  appe- 
tite ;  he  loved  meat  highly  feafoncd 
and  of  ihong  talle  ;  and,  at  the  in- 
tcrvids  of  the  table,  amufed  himfelf 
with  bifcuits  and  dry  conferves.  If 
he  fat  down  to  a  variety  of  dirties,  he 
would  opprefs  his  flomach  with  reple- 
tion, and  though  he  feemed  angry 
when  a  dram  was  offered  him,  did 
not  forbear  to  drink  it.  His  friends, 
who  knew  the  avenues  to  his  heart, 
pampered  him  with  prefents  of  lux- 
ury, which  he  did  not  fuft'er  to  ftand 
neglefted.  The  death  of  great  men 
is  not  always  proportioned  to  the 
lullrc  of  their  live*.  Hannibal,  fays 
Juvenal,  did  not  perifli  by  a  javelin 
nor  a  fword  ;  the  llaughtcrs  of  Can- 
nae were  revenged  by  a  ring.  Th« 
death  of  Pope  was  imputed  by  fome 
of  his  friends  to  a  filver  faucepan,  itr 
which  it  was  his  delight  to  heat  potted 
lamprevs. 

'^  That 
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<*  That  he  loved  too  well  to  eat,  is 
certain  ;  but  thut  his  ienriiality  fliort- 
ened  bis  life  will  not  be  haftily  con- 
cluded, when  it  is  remembered  that 
a  conformation  lb  irregular  lafted  fix 
and  fifty  years,  notwithdanding  fuch 
pertinacious  diligence  of  ftudy  and 
meditation. 

"  In  all  his  iiitercoiuTe  with  man- 
kind, he  had  great  delight  in  arti- 
flce,  and  endeavoured  to  attain  all 
his  purpofes  by  indircft  and  unfuf- 
pefted  methods.  He  hardly  drank 
tea  without  a  llratagem.  If,  at  the 
houfe  of  his  friends,  he  wanted  any 
accommodation,  he  was  not  willing 
toalk  for  it  in  plain  terms,  but  would 
mention  it  remotely,  as  fomething 
convenient  ;  though,  when  it  was 
procured,  he  foon  made  it  appear  for 
whofe  fake  it  had  been  recommend- 
ed. Thus  he  teized  Lord  Orrery 
till  he  obtained  a  fcrcen.  He  prac- 
tifed  his  arts  on  fuch  fmall  occalions, 
that  Lady  Bolingbroke  ufed  to  fay, 
in  a  French  phrafe,  that  he  plaid  the 
politician  about  cabbages  and  turnips. 
His  unjuflifiable  impreffion  of  the 
Patriot  King,  as  it  can  be  imputed 
ro  no  particular  motive,  mud  have 
proceeded  from  his  general  habit  of 
fecrecy  and  canning  :  he  caught  an 
opportunity  of  a  fly  trick,  and  plcafed 
himfelf  with  the  thought  of  outwit- 
ting Bolingbroke. 

"  In  fainiliar  or  convivial  conver- 
fation,  it  does  not  appear  that  he  ex- 
celled. He  may  be  laid  to  have  re- 
sembled Dryden,  as  being  not  one 
that  was  dlftinguiflied  by  vivacity  in 
company.  Tt  is  remarkable,  that,  fo 
near  his  time,  fo  much  fliould  be 
known  of  what  he  has  written,  and 
fo  little  of  what  "he  has  faid  :  tradi- 
tional memory  retains  no  fiiliies  of 
raillery,  nor  fentences  of  obferva- 
tion  ;  nothing  either  pointed  or  fo- 
lid,  either  wife  or  merry.  One 
jipophthegm  onlv  (lands  upon  record. 


When  an  ohjeftion  raifed  againft  his 
inlLripiion  for  Shakfpewre  was  de- 
fended by  the  authority  of  Patrick, 
he  replied — horrefco  refer  em — that  he 
would  allow  the  publifher  of  a  Dic- 
tionary to  know  tlie  meaning  of  a 
finglc  word,  but  not  of  two  v/ords 
put  together. 

"  He  was  fretful,  and  eafily  dif.» 
pleafed,  and  allowed  himfelf  to  be 
capriciouily  refentful.  He  would 
fometimes  leave  Lord  Oxford  filent- 
ly,  no  one  could  tell  why,  and  was  to 
be  courted  back  by  more  letters 
and  mefiliges  than  the  footmen  were 
willing  to  carry.  The  table  Vv'^as  In- 
deed infeded  by  Lady  Mary  Wort- 
ley,  who  was  the  friend  of  Lady  Ox- 
ford, and  who,  knowing  his  peevilh- 
nefs,  could  by  no  intreaties  be  re- 
llrained  from  contradiifling  him,  till 
their  difputes  were  fliarpened  to  fucl^ 
afperity,  that  one  or  the  other  quit? 
ted  the  houfe. 

"  He  fometimes  condefcended  to 
be  jocular  with  fervants  or  inferiors ; 
but  by  no  merriment,  either  of  others 
or  his  own,  was  he  ever  feen  excited 
to  laughter. 

"  Of  his  domeftic  charailer,  fru- 
gality was  a  part  eminently  remark- 
able. Having  determined  not  to  be 
dependent,  he  determined  not  to 
be  in  want,  and  therefore  wifely 
and  magnanimoully  rejefted  all 
temptations  to  expence  unfuitable  te> 
his  fortune.  This  general  care  mufl 
be  univerfally  approved  ;  but  it 
Ibmc-tirncs  appeared  in  petty  artifices 
of  parlimony,  fuch  as  the  praftice  of 
v/rlting  his  compofitlons  on  the  back 
of  letters,  as  may  be  feen  in  the  re- 
maining copy  of  the  Iliad,  by  which 
perhaps  in  five  years  five  fl-iillinps 
were  faved ;  or  in  a  niggardly  recepr 
tion  of  his  friends,  and  fcanrinefs  of 
entertainment,  as,  when  he  hadtv/Q 
guefts  in  his  houfe,  he  would  fet  at 
fupper  a  fingle  pint  upon  the  table  ; 
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and  having  himfelf  taken  two  fmall 
glalks  would  retire,  and  fay,  gen- 
tlemen, I  leave  you  to  your  wine. 
Yet  he  tells  his  friends,  that  he  has 
a  heart  for  all,  a  houfe  for  all,  and, 
whatever  they  may  think,  a  fortune 
tor  all. 

"  He  fometimes,  however,  made 
a  fplcndid  dinner,  and  is  faidtohavc 
wanted  no  part  of  the  Ikill  or  ele- 
gance which  fuch  performances  re- 
quire; Thnt  this  magnificence  fliould 
be  often  difplayed,  that  obflinate 
prudence  with  which  he  conduc'tcd 
his  afP'irs  would  not  permit ;  for  his 
revenue,  certain  andcafual,  amount- 
ed only  >to  about  eight  hundred 
pounds  a  year,  of  which  however  he 
declares  himfelf  able  to  affign  one 
hundred  to  charity. 

''  Of  this  fortune,  which,  as  it 
arofe  from  public  approbation,  was 
very  honourably  obtained,  his  ima- 
gination feems  to  have  been  too  full : 
k  would  be  hard  to  find  a  man,  fo 
well  entitled  to  notice  by  his  wit, 
that  ever  delighted  fo  much  in  talk- 
ing of  his  money.  In  his  letters, 
and  in  his  poems,  his  garden  and  his 
grotto,  his  quincunx  and  his  vines, 
or  fome  hints  of  iiis  opulence,  are 
al'.vavs  to  be  found.  The  great  to- 
pic of  his  ridicule  is  poverty  ;  the 
crimes  with  which  he  reproaches  his 
antagonifts  are  their  debts,  their  ha- 
bitation in  the  Mint,  and  their  want 
of  a  dinner.  He  feems  to  be  of  an 
opinion  not  very  uncommon  in  the 
world,  that  to  want  money  is  to  want 
every  thing. 

"  Next  to  the  pkafure  of  con- 


templating his  pofleffions,  feems  tf? 
be  that  of  enumerating  the  men  of 
high  rank  with  whoin  he  was  ac- 
quainted, and  whofe  notice  he  loud- 
ly proclaims  not  to  have  been  ob- 
tained by  any  practices  of  meannefs 
or  fcrvllity  ;  a  boaft  which  was  ne- 
ver denied  to  be  true,  and  to  which 
very  few  poets  have  ever  afpired. 
Pope  never  fet  his  genius  to  lale  ; 
he  never  fi  ittered  thole  whom  he  did 
not  love,  or  praifed  thofe  whom  he 
did  not  efleem .  Savage  however  re- 
marked, that  he  began  a  little  to  re- 
lax his  dignity  when  he  wrote  a  dif- 
tich  for  his  highnefs's  dog. 

"  His  admiration  of  the  great 
feems  to  have  increafed  in  the  ad- 
vance of  life.  He  paffed  over  peers 
and  ftatcfmen  to  infcribehis  Iliad  to 
Congreve,  with  a  magnanimity  of 
which  the  praife  had  been  complete, 
had  his  friend's  virtue  been  equal  to 
his  wit.  Why  he  was  chofcn  torfo 
great  an  honour,  it  is  not  now  pof- 
fible  to  know ;  there  is  no  trace  in 
literary  hiliory  of  any  particular  in- 
timacy between  them ;  nor  does  the 
name  of  Congreve  appear  in  the  let- 
ters. To  his  latter  works,  however, 
he  took  care  to  annex  names  digni- 
fied with  titles,  but  was  not  very 
happy  in  his  choice;  for,  except 
lord  Bathurll:,  none  of  his  noble 
friends  were  fuch  as  that  a  good  man 
would  wi{h  to  have  his  intimacy  with 
them  known  to  pofterity  :  he  can  de- 
rive little  honour  from  the  notice  of 
Cobham,  Burlington,  or  Boling- 
broke," 
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[From  the  fame  Work.] 

F  his  intelleflual  characler,     prompt  and  intuitive  perception  of 
the  conftituent   and  funds-     confonance  and  propriety.     He  faw 
mental  principle  was  good  feafe,  a     immediately,    of  hii   own  concep- 
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tions,  what  was  to  be  chofcn,  and 
what  to  be  rcjefted  ;  and,  in  the 
works  of  others,  what  was  to  be 
fhunned,  and  what  was  to  be  co- 
pied. 

.  "  But  good  fcnfe  alone  is  a  fe- 
4ate  and  quiefcent  quality,  which 
manages  its  pollcflions  well,  but  does 
ijot  increafe  them;  it  collects  few 
iilaterials  for  its  own  operations,  and 
preferves  fafety,  but  never  gains  fu- 
premacy.  Pope  had  likcwife  ge- 
nius J  a  mind  aftlvc,  ambitious,  and 
adventurous,  always  Invefligatlng, 
always  afpirlng  ;  in  its  wideti: 
fearches  ftill  longing  to  go  forward, 
in  its  highed  flights  ftill  wiflilng  to 
be  higher  ;  always  imagining  fome- 
thing  greater  than  it  knows,  aUvays 
endeavouring  more  than  it  can  do. 

"  To  affiii  thefe  powers,  he  is 
faid  to  have  had  great  ftrength  and 
exaftncfs  of  memory.  That  which 
he  had  heard  or  read  was  nor  eafily 
lolt;  and  he  had  before  him  not  on- 
ly vvhat  his  own  meditation  fuggeil- 
ed,  but  what  he  had  found  in  other 
writers  that  might  be  accommodated 
to  his  prefent  purpofe. 

"  Thefe  benefits  of  nature  he  im- 
proved by  InceiTant  and  unwearied 
diligence  ;  be  had  recourfe  to  every 
fource  of  intelligence,  and  loft  no 
opporrunity  of  information;  hecon- 
fulted  the  living  as  well  as  the  dead  ; 
he  read  his  compofitions  to  his 
friends,  and  v/as  never  content  with 
mediocrity  when  excellence  could  be 
attained.  He  confidered  poetry  as 
the  bufinefsof  his  life,  and  however 
he  might  feem  to  lament  his  occu- 
pation, he  followed  it  with  conftan- 
cy  ;  to  myke  verfes  was  his  firft  la- 
bour, and  to  mend  them  was  his 
laft. 

"   From   his  attention   to  poetry 
he  was    r.ever  diverted.     If  conver- 


be  improved,  he  committed  it  to  pa- 
per ;  if  a  thought,  or  perhaps  an 
cxpreflion  more  happy  than  w.is 
coniinon  rofe  to  his  mind,  he  was 
careful  to  write  it ;  an  independent 
diftich  was  prcferved  for  an  oppor- 
tunity of  infcrtion,  and  fonie  little 
fragments  have  been  found  contain- 
ing lines,  or  parts  of  lines,  to  be 
wrought  upon  at  fome  other  time, 

"  He  was  one  of  thofe  few  whofe 
labour  is  their  pleafure  :  he  was  ne- 
ver elevated  to  negligence,  nor  wea- 
ried to  impatience;  he  never  pailed 
a  fault  unamended  by  Indifference, 
nor  quitted  it  by  defpair.  He  la- 
boured his  works  firft  to  gain  repu- 
tation, and  afterwards  to  keep  it. 

"  Of  compofuion  there  are  diffe- 
rent methods.  Some  employ  at 
once  memory  and  invention,  and, 
with  little  intermediate  ufe  of  the 
pen,  form  and  pollfh  large  mafles  by 
continued  meditation,  and  write 
their  produftions  only  when,  in 
their  own  opinion,  they  have  com- 
pleted them.  It  is  related  of  Vir- 
gil, that  his  culiom  was  to  pour  out 
a  great  number  of  verfes  in  the  mor- 
ning, and  pafs  the  day  in  retrench- 
ing exuberances  and  correftlng 
inaccuracies.  The  method  of 
.  Pope,  as  may  be  collected  from  his 
tranllatlon,  was  to  write  his  firft 
thoughts  in  his  firft  words,  and  gra- 
dually to  amplify,  decorate,  redify, 
and  refine  them. 

"  With  fuch  faculties,  and  fuch 
difpofitions,  he  excelled  every  other 
writer  in  poetical  prudence  ;  he 
wrote  in  fuch  a  manner  as  might 
expofe  him  to  few.  hazards  He 
ufed  almoft  always  the  fame  fabiic 
of  verfe  ;  and,  indeed,  by  thofe  few 
eiTays  which  he  made  of  any  other, 
he  did  not  enlarge  his  reputation. 
Ot  this  uniformitv  the  certain  con- 


fdtiua  offered  anv  thing  that   could    fequence  was  readinefs  and  dexte- 
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rity.  By  perpetual  practice,  lan- 
guage had  in  his  mind  a  fyllemati- 
cul  arrangement :  having  always  the 
fame  ufc  for  words,  he  had  words 
lb  fele6ted  and  combined  as  to  be 
ready  at  his  call.  This  increafe  of 
facility  he  confeffed  himfelf  to  have 
perceived  in  theprogiefsof  his  tranf- 
lation. 

"  But  what  was  yet  of  more  im- 
portance, his  effulions  were  always 
•voluntary,  and  his  i'ubjefe  chofen 
by  himfelf.  His  independence  fe- 
cured  him  from  drudging  at  a  tafk, 
and  labouring  upon  a  barren  topic  : 
he  never  exchanged  praife  for  mo- 
ney, nor  opened  a  fI-,op  of  condol- 
ence or  congratulation.  Hispoems, 
therefore,  were  fcarcely  ever  tempo- 
rary. He  fuft'ered  coronations  and 
royal  marriages  to  pafs  without  a 
ibng,  and  derived  no  opportunities 
from  recent  events,  or  popularity 
from  the  accidental  difpofuion  of 
his  readers,  tie  was  never  reduced 
to  the  neceflity  of  foliciting  the  fun 
to  fhine  upon  a  birth-day,  of  calling 
theGraces  and  Virtues  to  a  wedding, 
or  of  faying  what  multitudes  have 
faid  before  him.  When  he  could 
produce  nothing  new,  he  was  at  li- 
berty to  be  filent. 

"  His  publications  were  for  the 
fame  reafon  never  hafty.  He  is 
laid  to  have  fent  nothing  to  the  prefs 
till  it  had  lain  two  years  under  his 
infpection:  it  is  at  Icaft  certain  that 
he  ventured  nothing  without  nice 
examination.  He  fuffered  the  tu- 
mult of  imagination  to  fublide,  and 
the  novelties  of  invention  to  grow 
familiar.  He  knew  that  the  mind 
is  always  enamoured  of  Its  own  pro- 
ductions, and  did  not  truft  his  firlt 
fondnefs.  He  confultedhis  friends, 
and  liftened  with  great  willlngnefs  to 
criricifm  ;  and,  v\  hat  was  of  more 
importance,    he  confulted   himfelf, 


and  let  nothing  pafs  againil  his  own 
judgment. 

"  He  profefTed  to  have  learned 
his  poetry  from  Dryden,  whom, 
whenever  an  opportunity  was  pre- 
fented,  he  praifed  through  his  whole 
life  with  unvaried  liberality  ;  and 
perhaps  his  character  may  receive 
fome  illullration,  if  he  be  compared 
with  his  mafler. 

"  Integrity  of  underftandlng  and 
nicety  of  difcernment  were  not  al- 
lotted in  a  lefs  proportion  to  Dryden 
than  to  Pope.  The  reditude  of  Dry- 
den's  mind  was  fufficiently  fliewn 
by  the  difmiffion  of  his  poetical  pre- 
judices, and  the  rejedion  of  unna- 
tural thoughts  and  rugged  numbers. 
But  Dryden  never  delired  to  apply 
all  the  judgment  that  he  had.  He 
wrote,  and  pi;ofeiied  to  write,  mere- 
ly for  the  people ;  and  when  he 
plealed  others,  he  contented  him- 
felf. He  fpent  no  time  in  llruggles 
to  roufe  latent  powers ;  he  never  at- 
tempted to  make  that  better  which 
was  already  good,  nor  often  to  mend 
what  he  mufl  have  known  to ,  be 
faulty.  He  wrote,  as  he  tells  us, 
with  very  little  confideration  :  when 
occaiion  or  neceffity  called  ui)on  him, 
he  poured  out  what  the  prefent  mo- 
ment happened  to  fupply,  and,  when 
once  it  had  pafTed  the  prefs,  ejected 
it  from  his  mind;  for  v.hen  he  had 
no  pecuniary  intereft,  he  had  no 
tarther  folicitude. 

"  Pope  was  not  content  to  fatis- 
fy  ;  he  defused  to  excel,  and  there- 
fore always  endeavoui-ed  to  do  his 
beft  :  he  did  not  court  the  candour, 
but  dared  the  judgment  of  his 
reader,  and  expedfing  no  indulgence 
trom  others,  he  {hewed  none  to 
himfelf.  He  examined  lines  and 
words  with  minute  and  puncTtilious 
obfervation,  and  retouched  every 
part    with    indefatigable    diligence, 

till 


INTELLECTUAL  CHARACTER  OF  POPE.  [^^5] 


tUl  he  had  lefc  nothing  to   be  for- 
given. 

*'  For  this  reafon  he  kept  his 
pieces  very  long  in  his  hands,  while 
he  confidered  and  reconfideied  thein. 
The  only  poems  which  can  be  i\ip- 
pofed  to  have  been  written  with 
luch  regard  to  the  times  as  might 
haften  their  publication,  were  the 
two  fatires  of  Thirty-eight;  of 
which  Dodiley  told  me,  that  they 
were  brought  to  him  by  the  author, 
that  they  might  be  fairly  copied. 
*'  Every  line,"  f.iid  he,  "  was  then 
written  twice  over  ;  I  gave  him  a 
clean  tranfcript,  which  he  fent 
fome  time  afterwards  to  me  for  the 
prefs,  with  every  line  written  twice 
over  u  fecond  time." 

"  Pilis  declaration,  that  his  care 
for  his  works  ceafed  at  their  publi- 
cation, was  not  ftrif^ly  true.  His 
parental  attention,  never  abandoned 
them  ;  what  he  founJ  amifs  in  the 
firlf  edition,  he  iileiitly  corrected 
in  thofe  that  followed.  He  appears 
to  have  revifed  the  Iliad,  and  treed 
it  from  fome  of  its  imperfections  ; 
and  the  EfTay  on  Criticifm  received 
many  improvements  after  its  firll 
appearance.  It  will  feldom  be  found 
that  he  altered  without  abiding  clear- 
nefs,  elegance,  or  vigour.  Pope 
had  perhaps  the  judgment  of  Diy- 
den  ;  but  Dryden  certainly  wanted 
the  diligence  of  Pope. 

"  In  acquired  knowledge,  the  iu 
perioriry  mull  be  allowed  to  Dryden, 
whole  education  was  more  fcholauic, 
and  who,  before  he  became  an  au- 
thor, had  been  allowed  more  time 
for  dudy,  with  better  means  of  in- 
formation. His  mind  has  a  larger 
range,  and  he  collefts  his  images 
and  illuftrations  from  a  more  ex- 
tenfivc  circumference  of  fcience. 
Dryden  knew  more  of  man  in  his 
general  nature,  and  Pope  in  his 
local    manners.       The   notions   of 


Dryden  were  formed  by  compre- 
henlive  fpeculation,  and  thofe  of 
Pope  by  minute  attention.  There 
is  more  dignity  in  the  knowledge  of 
Dryden,  and  more  certainty  in  that 
of  Pope. 

"Poetry  was  not  the  fole  prail« 
of  either;  for  both  excelled  likewife 
in  profe  ;  but  Pope  did  not  borrow 
his  profe  from  his  predeceflbr.  The 
lf}'le  of  Dryden  is  capricious  and 
varied,  that  of  Pope  is  cautious  and 
uniform  ;  Dryden  obeys  the  mo- 
tions of  his  own  mind;  Pope  con- 
itrains  his  mind  to  his  own  rules  of 
compofition.  Dryden  is  fometimcs 
vehement  and  rapid  ;  Pope  is  al- 
ways fmooth,  uniform,  and  gentle. 
Dryden's  page  is  a  natural  field, 
r'fng  into  inequalities,  and  diverli- 
iied  by  the  varied  exuberance  of 
abimdant  vegetatloii  ;  Pope's  is  a 
velvet  lawn,  fliaven  by  the  fcythe^ 
and  levelled  by  the  roller. 

"  Of  genius,  that  power  which 
cmlHtutes  a  poet;  that  quality 
without  which  judgment  is  cold, 
and  knowledge  is  inert ;  that  energy 
v.'hich  collefts,  combines,'  ampli- 
fies, and  animates  ;  the  fuperio- 
rity  mull,  with  fome  hefnarion,  be 
allowed  to  Dryden.  It  is  not  to  be 
interred  that  of  this  poetical  vigour 
P<>ps  had  only  a  little,  becaufe  Dry  - 
den  had  more ;  for  every  other 
writer  fince  Milton  mufc  give  place 
to  ['cpe  ;  and  even  of  Drj^den  it 
mull  be  laid,  that  if  he  has  brighter 
paragraphs,  he  has  not  better 
poems.  Dryden's  performances  were 
always  hafty,  either  excited  by  fome 
external  occahon,  or  extorted  bv 
domellic  necellity  ;  he  compofe'd 
without  confideration,  and  publifli- 
ed  without  correction.  What  his 
mind  could  fupply  at  call,  or  gather 
in  one  excurfion,  was  aU  that  he 
fougiit,  and  all  that  he  gave.  The 
dilatory  caution  of  Pope  enabled 
i>  4  him 
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Mm  to  condenfe  his  feiitiments,  to 
multiply  bis  imager,  and  to  acxu- 
mulate  ail  that  iludy  might  pro- 
duce, or  chance  might  fupply.  Jf 
the  flights  of  Drydtn  therefore  are 
higher,  Pope  continues  longer  on 
the  wing,  if  of  Dryden's  fire  the 
blaze  is  brighter,  of  Pope's  the  heat 
is  more  regular  and  conllant.  Dry- 
den  often  liirpafles  expeftation,  and 
Pope  never  falls  below  it.     Drydeu 


is  read  with  frequeot  aftoniflimelit, 
and  Pope  with  perpetual  delight. 

"  This  parallel  will,  I  hope, 
when  it  is  well  confidered,  be  found 
juft  ,  and  if  the  reader  (hould  fuf- 
pe£l  me,  as  I  fufped  myfelf,  of 
lome  partial  fondnefs  for  the  memo- 
ry of  Dryden,  let  him  not  too  hafli- 
ly  condemn  me  j  for  meditation  and 
enquiry  may,  perhaps, ft:iew  him  the 
rcafonablcnefs  of  my  determination." 
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'  ^ILEERT  WEST  is  one  of 
\jr  the  writers  of  whom  I  re- 
gret my  inability  to  give  a  fuffici- 
ent  account ;  the  intelligence  which 
my  enquiries  have  obtained  is  ge- 
neral and  fcanty. 

"  He  was  the  fon  of  the  reverend 
Dr.  Weft ;  perhaps  him  who  pub- 
liftied  Pindar  at  Oxford,  about  the 
beginning  of  this  century.  His 
mother  was  filler  to  Sir  Richard 
Temple,  afterwards  Lord  Cobham. 
His  Father,  purpofing  to  educate 
him  for  the  church,  fent  him  firll: 
to  Eaton,  and  afterwards  to  Ox- 
ford ;  but  he  was  feduc^d  to  a  more 
airy  mode  of  life,  by  a  commillion 
in  a  troop  of  horfe  procured  him  by 
his  uncle. 

"  He  continued  fome  time  in  the 
;ij  my  ;  though  it  is  rcafonable  to 
fuppofe  that  he  never  funk  into  a 
mere  foldier,  nor  ever  loft  the  love 
or  much  neglefted  the  purfuit  of 
learning;  and  afterwards,  finding 
Tiimfeli  more  inclined  to  civil  em- 
ployment, he  laid  down  his  com- 
millien,  and  engaged  in  bulinefs 
tinder  the  lord  Tovvnfiiend,  then 
itcretary  of  fcate,  with  whom  he  at- 
tended tne  king  to  Hanover. 


•'  His  adherence  to  lord  Town. 
ihend  ended  in  nothing  but  a  nomi- 
nii  ion  (May  1729  i  to  be  clerk-ex- 
traordinary of  the  privy-council, 
which  puoduced  no  immediate  pro- 
fi  I  for  it  only  placed  him  in  a 
If.te  of  expedation  and  right  of  fuc- 
ctifion,  and  it  was  very  long  before 
a  vacancy  admitted  him  to  profit. 

''  Soon  afterwards  he  married, 
and  fettled  himftlf  in  a  very  plea- 
fant  houfe  at  Wickham.,  in  Kent, 
where  he  devoted  himfelf  to  learn- 
ing, and  to  piety.  Of  his  learning 
this  collection  exhibits  evidence, 
which  would  have  been  yet  fuller  if 
the  dilfertations  which  accompany 
his  verfion  of  Pindar  had  not  been 
improperly  omitted.  Of  his  piety 
the  iniiucnce  has,  I  hope,  been  ex- 
tended far  by  his  Obfervations  on 
the  Refurreftion,  publifned  in  1747, 
for  which  the  Unlverlity  of  Oxford 
created  him  a  Dodtor  of  Laws  by 
diploma  (iNIarch  3c,  1 748)  ;  and 
perhaps  it  may  not  be  without  effecl 
to  tell,  t^at  lie  read  prayers  every 
evening  to  his  family.  Crafhaw  is 
now  not  the  only  maker  of  verfes 
to  whom  mr.y  be  given  the  two  ve- 
nerable names  of  Poet  and  Saint. 

"    H 
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■  <*  He  was  very  often  vifited  by 
Lyttekon  and  Pitt,  who,  when  they 
Were  weary  of  fadion  and  debates, 
ufed  at  Wick  ham  to  find  books  and 
quiet,  a  decent  table,  and  literary 
converfation.  There  is  at  Wickhain 
a  walk  made  by  Pitt ;  and,  what  is 
of  far  more  importance,  at  Wick- 
ham  Lyttclton  received  that  convic- 
tion which  produced  his  Diireitation 
on  bt.  Paul. 

*'  Mr.  Weft's  income  was  not 
large  ;  and  his  friends  endeavoured, 
but  without  fuccefs,  to  obtain  an 
augmentation.  It  is  reported,  that 
the  education  of  the  young  prince 
was  offered  to  him,  but  that  he  re- 
quired a  more  extcnfive  power  ot 
j'uperintendence  than  it  was  thought 
proper  to  allow  him. 

"  In  time,  however,  his  revenue 
was  improved  ;  he  lived  to  have 
one  of  the  lucrative  clerkffiips  of  the 
privy-council  (1752),  and  Mr.  Pitt 
at  lall  had  it  in  his  power  to  make 
him  treafurer  of  ChelfeaHofpital. 

"  He  was  now  fufficiently  rich  ; 
but  wealth  came  too  late  to  be  long 
enjoyed :  nor  could  it  fecure  him 
from  the  calainities  of  life  ;  he  loft 
(1755)  his  only  fon  ;  and  the  year 
after  (March  26),  a  ftroke  of  the 
palfy  brought  to  the  grave  one  of 
the  few  poets  to  whom  the  grave 
needed  not  to  be  terrible. 

"  His  poeins  are  in  this  colle£)ion 
neither  felefted  nor  arranged  as  I 
fliould  have  direfted,  had  either  the 
choice  or  the  order  fallen  under  my 
care  or  notice.  His  Inftitution  of 
the  Garter  is  improperly  omitted  : 
inftead  of  the  mock  tragedy  of  Lu- 
cian,  the  verfton  from  Euripides,  if 
both  could  not  be  inferred,  fliould 
have  been  taken.  Of  the  Imita- 
tions of  Spenfer,  one  was  publi(hed 
before  the  verfion  of  Pindar,  and 
ftiould  therefore  have  had  the  firft 
place. 


"  Of  hii  tranflations  I  have  only- 
compared  the  ftrft  Olympick  Ode 
with  the  original,  and  found  my 
expccrtation  furpalled,  .both  by  its 
elegance  and  its  exaclnefs.  He  does 
not  confine  hiinfelf  to  his  author's 
train  of  ftanzas  ;  for  he  faw  that  the 
difference  ot  the  languages  required 
a  different  mode  of  verfification. 
The  firft  ftrophe  is  eminently  hap- 
py ;  in  the  fecond  he  has  a  little 
Itrayed  from  Pindar's  meaning,  who 
fays,  "  if  thou,  my  foul,  wiilieft  t9 
fpeak  of  games,  look  not  in  the  de- 
fert  iky  for  a  planet  hotter  than  the 
fun,  nor  Ihall  we  tell  of  noblct 
games  than  thofe  of  Olympia."  He 
is  fometimes  too  paraphraftical. 
Pindar  beftows  upon  Hiero  an  epi- 
thet, which,  in  one  word,  fignifies 
"  delighting  in  horfes  ;"  a  word 
which,  in  the  tranilation,  generates 
thefe  lines ; 

Illcro's  royal  brows,  whofc  care 
Tends  the  courfer's  noble  breed. 

Pleas' (1  to  nuri'e  the  pregnant  mare, 
Plcas'd  to  train  the  youthful  Heed. 

Pindar  fays  of  Pelops,  that  "  he 
came  alone  in  the  dark  to  the  White 
Sea  ;  and  Weft, 

Near  the  billow-beaten  fide 
Of  the  foam-befilver'd  main. 
Darkling,  and  alone,  he  flood  : 

which,  however,  is  lefs  exuberant 
than  the  former  paffagc. 

"  A  work  of  this  kind  muft,  in 
a  minute  exainination,  difcover 
many  imperfeftions ;  but  Weft's  v'er- 
fion,  fo  far  as  I  have  confidered  itj 
appears  to  be  the  produdt  of  great 
labour  and  great  abilities. 

"  His  Inftitution  of  the  Garter 
(1742),  which  is  oinitted  in  this 
coUecftion,  is  written  with  fufficient 
knowledge  of  the  manners  that  pre- 
vailed in  the  age  to  which  it.  is 
jeferred,    and  with  great  elegance 
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of  didion ;  but,  for  want  of  a  procefs 
of -'events,  neither  knowledge  nor 
elegance  preferve  the  reader  from 
wearinefs. 

*'  His  Imitations  of  Spenfer  are 
very  fuccefsfuUy  performed,  both 
tvith  refpect  to  the  metre,  the  Ian- 
guage,  and  the  fidion  ;  and  being 
engaged  at  once  by  the  excellence 
of  the  fentiments,  and  the  artifice 
of  the  copy,  the  mind  has  two  amufe- 
ments  at  once.  But  fuch  compofi- 
tions  are  not  to  be  reckoned  among 
the  great  atchievements  of  intel- 
left,  becaufe  their  efFeiTt  is  local 
and  tempoi-ary  ;  they  appeal  not  to 
reafon  or  paffion,  but  to  memory, 


and  prefuppofe  an  accidental  and 
artificial  ftate  of  mind.  An  Imita- 
tion of  Spenfer  is  nothing  to  a  read- 
er, however  acute,  by  whom  Spenfer 
has  never  been  peruled.  Works  of 
this  kind  may  deferve  praifc,  as 
proofs  of  great  induftry,  and  great 
nicety  of  obfervation  ;  but  the  high- 
eft  praife,  the  praife  of  genius,  they 
cannot  claim.  The  nobleft  beauties 
of  art  are  thofe  of  which  the  effetl 
is  co-extended  with  rational  nature, 
or  at  leaft  with  the  whole  circle  of 
poliflied  life  :  what  is  lefs  than  this 
can  be  only  pretty,  the  plaything 
of  falhion,  and  the  amufement  of 
a  day." 
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[From  the  fame  Work.] 


*»  /^  F  David  Mallet  having  no 
V^  written  memorial,  1  am 
able  to  give  no  other  account  than 
fuch  as  is  fupplied  by  the  unauthor- 
ifed  loquacity  of  common  fame, 
and  a  very  flight  perfonal  knowledge. 
*'  He  was  by  his  original  one  of 
the  Macgregors,  a  clan  that  be- 
came, about  fixty  years  ago,  under 
the  condut'l  of  Robin  Roy,  fo  for- 
midable and  fo  infamous  for  vio- 
lence and  robbery,  that  the  name 
was  annulled  by  a  legal  abolition  ; 
and  when  they  were  all  to  denomi- 
nate themfelvcs  anew,  the  father, 
I  fuppofe,  of  this  author  called 
himlelf  Malloch. 

"  David  Malloch  was,  by  the  pe- 
nury of  his  parents,  compelled  to 
be  Janitor  of  the  high  Sciiuol  at 
Edinburgh;  a  mean  office,  of  which 
he  did  not  afterwards  delight  to 
hear.  But  he  furmounted  the  dif- 
atlvanrages  ot  his  hirth  and  fortune  ; 
for  v/hen  the  duke  vi  Montrofc  ap- 


plied to  the  College  of  Edinburgh 
tor  a  tutor  to  educate  his  fons, 
Malloch  was  recommended ;  and  I 
never  heard  that  he  diflionoured  his 
credentials. 

"  When  his  pupils  were  fent  to 
fee  the  world,  they  were  intruded 
to  his  care ;  and  having  conducted 
them  round  the  common  circle  of 
modifli  travels,  he  returned  with 
them  to  London,  where,  by  the 
influence  of  the  family  in  which  he 
refided,  he  naturally  gained  admil- 
fion  to  many  perfons  ot  the  highell 
rank,  and  the  higheft  character,  to 
wits,  nobles,  and  ftatefmen. 

"  Of  his  works,  I  know  not  whe- 
ther I  can  trace  the  ferics.  His 
hrll  production  was  William  and 
Margaret ;  of  which,  though  it 
contains  nothing  very  ftriking  or 
difficult,  he  has  been  envied  the 
reputation;  and  plagiarifm  has  been 
buldlv  charged,  but  never  proved. 

"  Not 
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*'  Not  lonj^  afterwards  he  pub- 
Jiflied  the  Excurlion  (1728)  ;  a  de- 
sultory and  capricious  view  ot  iuch 
fccnes  of  nature  as  his  fancy  led 
him,  or  his  knowledge  enabled  him, 
to  defcribe.  Jt  is  not  devoid  of 
poetical  fpirit.  Many  of  the  images 
are  linking,  and  many  of  the  para- 
graphs are  elegant.  The  call  of 
didtion  feems  to  be  copied  from 
Thomfon,  whole  Seafons  were  then 
in  their  full  blolTom  of  reputation. 
lie  has  Thomfon's  beauties  and  his 
faults. 

"  His  poem  on  V^erbal  Criticifm 
(1733)  was  written  to  pay  court  to 
Pope,  on  a  fubjett  which  he  either 
did  not  underftand,  or  willingly 
mifreprefented  ;  and  is  little  more 
than  ai)  improvement,  or  rather  ex- 
panfion,  of  a  fragment  which  Pope 
printed  in  a  Mifcellany  long  before 
he  engrafted  it  into  a  regular  poem. 
There  is  in  this  piece  more  pertnefs 
than  wit,  and  more  confidence  than 
knowledge.  The  verfification  is 
tolerable,  nor  can  criticifm  allow  it 
a  higher  praife. 

"  riis  tirlf  tragedy  was  Eurydicc, 
afted  at  Dm r\ -Lane,  in  1731  j  ot 
which  I  know  not  the  reception  nor 
the  merit,  but  have  heard  it  men- 
tioned as  a  mean  performance.  He 
was  not  then  too  high  to  accept  a 
Prologue  and  Epilogue  trom  Aaron 
Hill,  neither  of  which  can  be  much 
commended. 

*'  Having  cleared  his  tongue 
from  his  native  pronunciation  fo  as 
to  be  no  longer  dillinguiihed  as  a 
Scot,  he  feemed  inclined  to  di  fen- 
cumber  himfelf  from  all  adherences 
of  his  original,  and  took  upon  him 
to  change  his  name  from  Scotch 
Malloch  to  Englilli  Mailer,  without 
any  imaginable  reafon  of  preference 
which  the  eye  or  ear  can  difcover. 
What  other  proofs  he  gave  of  dil- 
refpect  to  his  native  country  J  know 


not ;  but  it  was  remarked  of  him, 
that  he  was  the  only  Scot  whorH' 
Scotchmen  did  not  commend. 

"  About  this  time  Pope,  whom  he 
vifited  familiarly,  publifhed  his  Ef- 
fay  on  Man,  but  concealed  the  au- 
thor ;  and  when  Mallet  entered  one 
day,  Pope  alked  him  flight ly  what 
there  was  new.  Mallet  told  him, 
that  the  nevv^eft  piece  was  fomethinc/- 
called  an  Ellay  on  Man,  which  he 
had  infpeded  idly ;  and  feeing  the 
utter  inability  of  the  author,  who 
had  neither  Ikili  in  writing,  nor 
knowledge  of  his  fubjeft,  had  tolled 
it  away.  Pope,  to  punifh  his  felf- 
conceit,  told  him  the  fecrer. 

"  A  new  edition  of  the  works  of 
Bacon  being  prepared  (1740)  for 
the  prefs.  Mallet  was  employed  to 
prefix  a  Life,  which  he  has  written 
with  elegance,  perhaps  with  fomc 
affeftation  ;  but  with  lb  much  more 
knowledge  of  hillory  than  of  fci- 
ence,  that  when  he  afterwards  un- 
dertook the  Life  of  Marlborough, 
Warburton  remarked,  rhathemioht 
perhaps  forget  that  Marlborough 
was  a  genera!,  as  he  had  forgotten 
that  Bacon  was  a  philofopher. 

"  When  the  prince  of  Wales  was 
driven  from  the  palace,  and,  fettinj 
himfelt  at  the  head  of  the  oppoiition, 
kept  a  feparate  court,  he  endea- 
voured to  increafe  his  popularity  by 
the  patronage  ot  literature,  and 
made  Mallet  his  under-fecretary, 
with  a  falary  of  two  hundred  pouiuls 
a  year  :  I'homlon  Iikev/ife  had  a 
peniion  ;  and  they  were  allbciaied 
in  the  compolltion  of  the  Mafquc 
of  Alfred,  which  in  its  originul 
ftate  \vas  phiyed  i'X  Cliefden,  in  " 
174.0  :  it  was  afterwards  alir.eli 
wholly  changed  by  Mallet,  U7ul 
brought  upon  the  ft^ge  at  Drury- 
Lane  in  1751,  but  with  no  gieat 
fucccii. 

'<  Malletj 
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*'  Mallet,  in  a  familiar  coiiverfa- 
t«Dn    with  Ganick,    difcouilinj;  of 
the   diligence   which    he  w:is   then 
exerting  upon  the  Life  of  Marlbo- 
rough, let  him  know  that   in  the 
Icries  of  great  men,  quickly  to    be 
exhibited,  he  Iliould  find  a  nich  for 
the  hero   of  the  theatre.     Garrick 
profeffed  to  wonder  by  what  artifice 
he  could  be  introduced;    but  Mallet 
let  him  know,  that,  by  a  dexterous 
anticipation,  he  fliould  fix  him  in  a 
confpicuous  place.     "  Mr.  Mallet," 
fays    Garrick.   in    his  gratitude  of 
exultation,    '{have  you   left  off  to 
write  for  the  ftage  r"     Mallet  then 
confeffed  that   he  had  a  drama  in 
his   hands.       Garrick    promifed   to 
z£t  it  ;  and  Altred  was  produced. 

"  The  long   retardation  of  the 
Life  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough 
fhews,  with  ihong  convitTion,   how 
little  confidence    can  be  placeci  in 
pofthumous    renown.       When    he 
died,  it  was    foon   determined    that 
his  ftory  fhould  be  delivered  to  pof- 
terity  ;  and  the  papers   fuppofed  to 
contain   the    neceflary    information 
were  delivered    to  the  lord  Molef- 
wonh,  who  had  been  his  favourite 
in   Flanders.       When    Molefvvcrth 
died,  the  fame  papers  were   trans- 
ferred with  the   lame  delign  to  Sir 
Richard  Steele,  who  in  fome  of  his 
exigencies  put  them  in  pawn.  They 
then  remained  with  the  old  duchcfs, 
who  in  her  will  afligned  the  talk  to 
Glover  and  Mallet,  with    a   reward 
of  a  thoufand  pounds,  and  a  prohi- 
bition to  infert  any  verfes.     Glover 
rejeefed,    I     fuppofe,    with   difdain 
the  legacy,  and  devolved  the  whole 
vvork  upon  Mallet ;   who  had  from 
the   late   duke    of    Marlborough    a 
penfion  to  promote  his  induilry,  and 
who  talked  of  the  difcoveries  which 
he   made  :    but  left    not,  when  he 
died,  any  hiiloiical  labours  behind 
him. 


"While  he  was  in   the  priiKC*s 
fervice  he  publilhed  Muilapha,  with 
a  Prologue  by  Thomfon,  not  mean, 
but  far  inferior  to   that  which  he 
had  received  from  Mallet   for  Aga- 
memnon.     The  Epilogue,  faid  to 
be  written  by  a  friend,  -was  com- 
pofed   in  halte  by  Mallet,   in  the 
place  of  one    promifed,  which  was . 
never  given.     This  tragedy  was  de- 
dicated to    the  prince   his    mafier. 
It    was   atled    at    Drury-Lane,    in 
1739,  and  was  well  received,  but 
was  never  revived. 

"  In  174.0,  he  produced,  as  has 
been  already  mentioned,  the  Mafque 
of  Alfred,  in  conjunction  with 
ThcxTifon. 

"  For  fome  time  afterwards  he 
lay  at  reft.  After  a  long  interval, 
his  next  work  was  Amyntor  and 
Theodora  (1747),  a  long  ftory  in 
blank  verfe  ;  in  which  it  cannot 
be  denied  that  there  is  copioufnefs 
and  elegance  of  language,  vigour 
of  fentiment,  and  imagery  well 
adapted  to  take  pofTelfion  of  the 
fancv.  But  it  is  blank  verfe.  The 
firft  fale  was  not  great,  and  it  is  now 
loft  in  forgetfulnefs. 

"  Mallet,  by  addrefs  or  accident, 
perhaps  by  his  dependence  on  the 
prince,  found  his  way  to  Boling- 
broke  ;  a  man  whole  pride  and  pe- 
tulance made  his  kindnefs  difficult 
to  gain,  or  keep,  and  whom  Mal- 
let was  content  to  court  by  an  aft, 
which,  I  hope,  was  unwillingly  per- 
formed. When  it  was  found  that 
Pope  had  clandeftinely  printed  an 
unauthorifed  number  of  the  pam- 
phlet called  the  '  Patriot  King,' 
Bolingbroke,  in  a  fit  of  ufelefs  tury, 
refolved  to  blaft  his  memory,  and 
employed  Mallet  (1747)  as  the  ex- 
ecutioner of  his  vengeance.  Mal- 
let had  not  virtue,  or  had  not  fpirit, 
to  refulc  the  oifice  ;  and  was  reward- 
ed, 
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ed,  not  long  after,  with  the  legacy 
of  lord  Bolingbroke'b  works. 

*'  Many  of  the  political  pieces 
had  been  written  during  the  oppo- 
fition  to  Walpole,  and  given  to 
Franklin,  as  he  fuppofcd,  in  per- 
petuity. Thefc,  among  the  reft, 
were  claimed  by  the  will.  The 
que  (lion  was  referred  to  arbitrators ; 
but  when  they  decided  againft  Mal- 
let, he  refufcd  to  yield  to  the  award  ; 
and  by  the  help  of  Millar  the  book- 
feller  publilhed  all  that  he  could 
find,  but  with  fuccefs  very  much  be- 
low his  expedation. 

"  In  1753,  his  mafque  of  '  Bri- 
tannia' was  aded  at  Drury  Lane, 
and  his  tragedy  ot '  Elvira'  in  176^; 
in  which  year  he  was  appointed 
keeper  of  the  book  of  Entries  for 
fliips  in  the  port  of  London. 

"  In  the  bcginnin'/  of  the  lafl 
war,  when  the  nation  was  esafperated 
by  ill  fuccefs,  he  was  employed  to 
turn  the  pviblic  vengeance  upon 
Byng,  and  wrote  a  letter  of  accu- 
fation  under  the  charader  of  a 
*  Plain  Man.'  The  paper  was  with 
great  induilry  circulated  and  dif- 
perfcd  ;  and  he  for  his  feafonable 
intervention  had  a  confiderable  pen- 
lion  bellowed  upon  him,  which  he 
retained  to  his  death. 

*'  Towards  the  end  of  his  life  he 
went  with  his  wife  to  France  ;  but 
after  a  while,  findiiig  his  health  de- 
clining, he  returned  alone  toEngland, 
and  died  in  April  1765. 

"  He  was  twice  married,  and  by 


his  lirft  wife  had  feveral  children. 
One  daughter,  who  married  an 
Italian  of  rank  named  Cilclia,  wrote 
a  tragedy  called  '  Almida,'  which 
was  afted  at  Drury-Lane.  His  fe- 
cond  wife  v\'as  the  daughter  of  a 
nobleman's  Steward,  who  had  a 
confiderable  fortune,  which  (he  took 
care  to  retain  in  her  own  hands. 

"  His  ftature  was  diminutive, 
but  he  was  regularly  formed  ;  his 
appearance,  .till  he  grew  corpulent, 
was  agreeable,  and  he  fuffercd  it  to 
want  no  recommendation  that  drefs 
could  give  it.  His  converfatioa 
was  elegant  and  eafy.  The  red  of 
his  charafter  may,  without  injury 
to  his  memory,  link  into  fiience. 

"  As  a  waiter,  he  cannot  be 
placed  in  any  high  clafs.  There 
is  no  fpecies  of  compolition  in 
which  he  was  eminent.  His  dra- 
mas had  their  day,  a  fliort  day,  and 
are  forgotten  ;  his  blank  verfe  feems 
to  my  ear  the  echo  of  Thomfon. 
His  life  of  Bacon  is  known  as  it  is 
appended  to  Bacon's  volumes,  but  is 
no  longer  mentioned.  His  wdrks 
are  fuch  as  a  writer,  buftling  in  the 
world,  ftiewing  himfelf  in  public, 
and  emerging  occafionally  from 
time  to  time  into  notice,  might 
keep  alive  by  his  perfonal  influence  ; 
but  which,  conveying  little  infor- 
mation, and  giving  no  great  plea- 
fure,  muft  foon  give  way,  as  the 
fucceffion  of  things  produces  new  to- 
pics of  conveifation,  and  other  modes 
of  amufement." 


SINGULAR  CHARACTER  of  an  Inhabitant  of  Glenorchay. 
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*'T  DO  not   recollecl:   at   prefcnt 

X    any  thing  particular  to  amufe 

you,  unlcfs  the  fuUov/ing  account  of 

a  man  in  the  upland  p.ut   of  my 


parifh,  be  thought  fiugular  and 
uncommon.  I  can  aflxire  you  that 
there  is  not '  a  Itroke  in  the"pidure 
embelUfhed  beyond  the  truth,  nor  a 

fingle 
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fingle  trait  given  but  what  is  really 
in  the  original.  1  have  Icen  him 
occafionally  two  or  three  times, 
never  indeed  in  the  church  but  once, 
and  that  at  the  interment  of  his  mo- 
ther. 

"  His  name  is  Angus  Roy 
Fletcher ;  he  lives  in  the  highcft 
farm  of  Glenorchay,  and  has  done 
fo  all  his  life-time.  He  has  always 
made  his  livelihood  moftly  by  filh- 
ing  and  hunting.  The  dog  is  his 
fole,  though  faithful  attendant ;  the 
gun  and  the  dirk  are  his  conliant 
companions.  He  fometimes  indeed 
exchanges  the  gun  for  the  fiihing 
fpcar,  but  was  never  obferved  with- 
out the  one  or  the  other.  At  a  di- 
fiance  from  fecial  life,  he  has  his  re- 
fidence  in  the  wildefl  and  moft  re- 
mote parts  of  the  lofty  mountains 
which  feparate  the  country  of  Gle- 
norchay  from  that  of  Rannoch.  In 
the  midll  of  thefe  wilds  he  builds 
his  hut,  and  there  he  fpends  the  moil 
part  of  fpring,  fummer,  and  autumn, 
and  even  part  of  winter.  He  has  a 
few  goats,  which  he  tends  at  times 
on  thefe  lofty  cliffs.  Thefe,  with 
the  dog,  the  gun,  the  fpear,  and  the 
dirk,  a  belted  plaid  hole,  and  brogs, 
conflitute  the  whole  property  of  this 
favage.  They  are  all  he  ieems  to 
defire.  While  his  goats  feed  among 
the  rocks  and  wide  extended  heaths, 
he  range?  the  hill  and  the  forelt  in 
purfuit  of  the  game.  He  returns  to 
his  little  flock  in  the  evening.  He 
leads  them  to  his  folitary  hut.  He 
milks  them  with  his  own  hands ;  and 
after  making  a  comfortable  meal  of 
what  giime  he  may  have  caught  for 
the  day,  and  of  the  milk  of  his 
gouts,  he  lays  himfelf  down  to  reft 
in  the  midft  of  them.  By  day 
they  are  his  chief  care,  by  night  his 
only  companions,  the  dog  excepted. 
He  defires  not  to  aObciate  with  any 
Qt  hi9  own  fpecies,   eitijer  man  or 


woman  ;  and  yet  if  the  ftep  of  the 
wandering  ftrangcr  happens  to  ap- 
proach his  little  hut,  Angus  Roy  is 
humane  and  hofpitable  to  a  high  de-» 
gree.  Whatever  he  is  polfeiled  of, 
even  to  the  laft  morfcl,  he  cheat'* 
fully  beftows  on  his  gueft  ;  at  a  time 
too  when  he  knows  not  where  to  pur-> 
chafe  the  next  meal  for  himfelf. 
Strange,  that  a  man  who  apparently 
has  no  affeftion  for  fociety,  fliould 
be  fo  much  difpofed  to  excrcife  one 
of  its  noblell  virtues  !  His  contempt 
for  fociety,  however,  is  inconteil- 
ablc,  for  if  he  happens  at  any  time 
to  build  his  hut  near  the  Hiealing  of 
a  larm,  he  abandons  the  hut.  The 
moment  the  people  come  to  the 
{healing  he  removes  to  a  greater  di? 
ftance,  and  builds  another  habitation 
for  himfelf.  He  feems  to  have  in 
folitude  a  certain  enjoyment,  of 
which  no  other  highlandman  has  any 
conception  or  feeling. 

Such  is  the  manner  ii\  which  this 
extraordinary  man  fpends  the  fpring, 
the  fummer,  and  the  autumn,  and 
even  part  of  winter.  But  when  the 
chill  blaft  of  December  returns ; 
when  the  exceffive  coldnefs  of  the 
climate  forces  him  to  depart  from 
the  mountain,  to  quit  the  folitary 
cell,  he  condefcends  to  hold  fome 
intercourfe  with  mankind.  He  de- 
fcends  to  the  village,  but  he  enters 
with  reluctance  into  a  fociety  where 
no  man  thinks  as  he  does  himfelf; 
where  no  man  lives  or  a6ts  after  his 
manner.  In  this  iituation,  and  in 
fuch  fociety,  he  difcovers  evident 
fymptoms  of  uneafmefs  and  difguft. 
To  alleviate  the  pain  as  much  as 
poffible,  to  remove  the  languor  of  ati 
intercourfe  in  which  he  finds  no  en- 
joyment, he  has  devifed  the  moft 
proper  expedient :  he  goes  forth 
every  morning,  before  the  dawn,  to 
the  hill  and  the  wood,  in  fearch  of 
game.     Ke  returns  not  till  late  at 

aight. 
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nigKt,  and  then  goes  to  his  rcli, 
generally  without  feeing  any  body. 

"  If  ever  he  felt  the  pallion  for 
fex,  it  muft  have  been  in  a  degree 
extremely  low,  for  he  hardly  ever 
difcovered  the  fymptom  of  fuch  a 
pallion  ;  and  yet  he  dreifes  after  the 
manner  of  the  moft  finiflied  coxcomb. 

The  belted  plaid  and  the  dirk  are 
fitted  on  him  with  a  wild  and  af- 
fefted  elegance  ;  his  bonnet,  v/hich 
is  very  fmall,  after  the  fame  manner. 
His  hair,  which  is  naturally  curled 
and  very  thick,  is  always  tied  with  a 
lilken  or  variegated  cord  at  the  root, 
and  being  loofe  towards  the  crop,  it 
curls,  and  forms  a  great  bunch,  in 
fize  and  figure  refembling  a  large 
bunch  of  heath.  This  he  cfleems 
as  one  of  his  brighteil  ornaments. 
His  look  is  lofty ;  his  gait  is  ftate- 
ly  and  flow.  Who  can  conceive 
that  this  coxcomb  is  his  own 
butcher,  baker,  and  cook  ?  and 
when  he  kills  a  bird,  a  hare,  or  a 
deer,  he  prepares  it  himfelf  for  eat^ 
jng  ;  makes  his  bed,  waihes  his  {hirt, 
milks  his  goats. 

•'  Under  all  thefe  circumftances, 
fo  feemingly  deprefling,  he  is  haugh- 
ty and  high-minded  in  the  extreme. 


Were  he  ftarving  for  want,  there  i$ 
not  a  perfon  living  from  whom  he 
would  afk  a  mouthful  of  meat.  In 
conformity  to  the  cuftom  of  men, 
he  takes  off  his  bonnet  to  what  is 
called  a  gentleman,  but  he  does  it 
with  relu6lance,  and  in  a  manner 
which  indicates  contempt  rather  thaii 
refpect  for  the  perfon  whom  he  ad- 
dreffes. 

"  Upon  the  whole,  he  merits  the 
appellation  of  a  moft  Angular  cha- 
ra£i:er.  In  circumftances  the  moft 
depreffing  to  pride,  he  has  hardly 
his  equal  among  the  proud  and 
haughty.  Among  coxcombs  he 
would  make  a  diflinguiflied  figure, 
and  yet,  as  I  faid,  he  difcovers 
nothing  of  the  paffion  for  fcx- 
He  may  be  faid  to  live  in  the  origi- 
nal flate  of  fifliing  and  hunting;  but 
he  difcovers  not  the  ideas,  nor  the 
love  of  fociety,  peculiar  to  that 
ftate.  He  is  above  fifty  years  of  age, 
can  neither  read  nor  write,  nor  fpeak 
Englifli.  As  I  never  faw  him  but 
once  at  church,  and  could  at  no  time 
find  him  at  any  of  my  diets  of  exami- 
nation, when  in  his  neighbourhood 
I  apprehend  that  his  notions  of  relL 
gion  mull  be  faint  and  obfcure,'* 
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The  PASTORAL  MANNERS  of  the  SCYTHIANS,  or 

TARTARS. 

[^From  the   Second  Volume  of  Mr.  Gibbon's  Hiflory  of  the  Decline 
and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire.] 


*'  'nr^ H E  different^diaraiSei!;?  that 
X  mark  the  civilized  naiioits 
of  the  globe,  may  be  afcribcd  to  the' 
ufe  and  the  abufe  of  reafoa  ;  which 
fo  varioufly  fliapes,  and  fo  :ir,tificiaHy 
coinpores.,  the  manners  and  opinions 
of  an  European,  or  a  Chinefe."  But 
the  operation  of  inftinft  is  morefure 
and  fimple  than  that  of  reafcn  :"  it 
is  much  eafier  to  afcertain  the  ap- 
petites of  a  quadruped,  than  the  fpe- 
culations  of  a  philofopher  ;  and  the 
fivagc  tribes  of  mankind,  as  they 
approach  nearer  to  the  cfcnditi'on  of 
■animals,  preferve  a  Ifronger  refem- 
Wanceto  themfelvesandtoeachother. 
The  uniform  ftability  of  their  man- 
ners, is  the  natural  confequence  of 
the  imperfeftion  of  their  faculties. 
Reduced  to  a  limilar  fittiation,  their 
wants,  their  defires,  their  enioy- 
ments,  ftill  continue  the  fame  :  and 
the  influence  of  food  or  climate, 
which,  in  a  more  improved  ftate  of 
fociety,  is  fufpended,  or  fubdued,  by 
fo  many  moral  caufes,  moft  povver- 
fuUy  contributes  to  form,  and  to 
jnainrain,  the  national  charafter 
of  Barbarians  In  every  age,  the 
immenfe  plains  of  Scythia,  or 
Tartary,  have  been  inhabited  by 
vagrant  tnibes  of  hunters  and  flicp- 
herds,  whofe  indolence  refufes  to 
cultivate  the  earth,  and  whofe  relf- 
lefs  fpirit  diiUains  the  confinement 


of  a  fedehtatry  life.  In  every  age 
the  Scythians,  and  Tartars,  haver 
been  Tenowned  for  their  invincible 
courage,  and  rapid  conqiiefls.  The 
thrones  of  Afia  have  been  repeatedly 
overuirned  by  the  fhepherds  of  the 
North  ;  and  their  arms  have  fpread 
terror  and  dcvaftation  over  the  moil 
fertile  and  warlike  countries  of  Eu- 
rope. On  this  occalion,  as  well  as 
on  many  others,  the  fobcr  hiftorian 
is  forcibly  awakened  from  a  plealing 
vifion  ;  and  is  compelled,  with  fome 
reluctance,  to  confefs,  that  the  paf- 
toral  manners,  which  have  been 
adorned  with  the  faireft  attributes 
of  peace  and  innocence,  are  much 
better  adapted  to  the  fierce  and  cruel 
habits  of  a  military  life.  To  illuf- 
trate  this  obfervation,  I  fnall  now 
proceed  to  confider  a  nation  of 
fliepherds  and  of  warriors,  in  the 
three  important  articles  of,  I.  Their 
diet;  II.  Their  habitation;  and, 
III.  Their  exercifes.  The  narra- 
tives of  antiquity  are  juftified  by  the 
exp&rience  of  modern  times  ;  and 
the  banks  of  the  Boryfthcrtes,  of  the 
Volga,  or  of  the  Selinga,  will  in- 
differently prefent  the  fame  uniform 
fpeftacle  of  fimilar  and  native  man- 
ners. 

"  r.   The  corn,  or  even  the  rice, 
which  conftitutes  the  ordinary  and 
wholefome  food  of  a  civilifed  peo- 
ple. 
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pie,  can  be  obtained  only  by  the 
patient  toil  of  the  hulbandman. 
Some  of  the  happy  favages,  who 
dwell  between  the  tropics,  are  plen- 
tifully nouriOied  by  the  liberality  of 
nature  ;  but  in  the  climates  of  the 
Nurth,  a  nation  of  fhepherds  is  re- 
duced to  their  flocks  and  herds.  The 
fkiUul  practitioners  of  the:;^_^medical 
art  win  determine  (if  they  hye  able 
to  determine)  how  far  the  iemper 
of  the  human  mind  may  be  aftefted 
by  '■he  ufe  of  animal  or  of  vegetable 
food  ;  and  whether  the  common  af- 
fociation  of  carnivorous  and  cruel, 
deferves  to  be  conlidered  in  any 
other  light  than  that  of  a"n  innocent, 
perhaps  a  falutary,  prejudice  of  hu- 
manity. Yet,  if  it  be  true,  that 
the  fentiment  of  compaffion  is  im- 
perceptibly weakened  by  the  fight 
and  praftice  of  domeflic  cruelty,  we 
may  obferve,  that  the  horrid  ob- 
je6ts  which  are  dilguifcd  by  the  arts 
of  European  refinement,  are  ex- 
hibited in  their  native  and  mod  dif- 
gufting  fimplicity,  in  the  tent  of  a 
Tartarian  (hepherd.  The  ox,  or 
the  fheep,  are  llaughtered  by  the 
fame  hand  from  which  they  were 
accuftomed  to  receive  their  daily 
food  ,  and  the  bleeding  limbs  arc 
ferved,  with  very  little  preparation, 
on  the  table  of  their  unfeeling  mur- 
derer. In  the  military  profeilion, 
and  efpecially  in  the  conduct  of  a 
numerous  army,  the  exclufive  ufe 
of  animal  food  appears  to  be  pro- 
ductive of  the  moll  folid  advantages. 
Corn  is  a  bulky  and  perilhable  com- 
modity ;  and  the  large  magazines, 
which  are  indiipenfably  necelTiiry 
for  the  fubfiftence  of  oar  troops, 
muft  be  flowly  tranfported,  by  the 
labour^  of  men  or  horfes.  But  the 
flocks  and  herds,  which  accompany 
the  march  of  the  Tartars,  afford  a 
fure  and  increafing  fupply  of  flefli 
and  milk  ;  in  the  far  greater  part  of 
17S1. 


the  uncultivated  wade,  the  vegeta- 
tion of  the  grafs  is  quick  and  luxu- 
riant ;  and  there  are  few  places  fo 
extremely  barren,  that  the  hardy 
cattle  of  the  North  cannot  find  fome 
tolerable  paflure.  The  fupply  is 
multiplied  and  prolonged,  i)y  the 
undiuinguifliirig  appetite,  and  patient 
abftinence,  of  the  Tartars.  They 
indifferently  feed  on  the  flcfli  of 
thofe  animals  that  have  been  killed 
for  the  table,  or  have  died  of  difeafe. 
Horfe-flefh,  v/hich  in  every  age  and 
country  has  been  profcribed  t^y  the 
civilifed  nations  of  Europe  and  Afia, 
they  devour  with  peculiar  greedinefs ; 
and  this  fingular  talle  facilitates  the 
fuccefs  of  their  military  operations. 
The  aftivc  cavalry  of  Scythia  is 
always  followed,  in  their  moil  dillant 
and  rapid  incurfions,  by  an  adequate 
number  of  fpare  horfes,  who  may 
be  occafionaUy  ufed,  either  to  re- 
double the  fpeed,  or  to  fatlsfy  the 
hunger  of  the  barbarians.  Many 
are  the  refources  of  courage  and 
poverty.  VVhen  the  forage  round  a 
camp  of  Tartars  is  almofl:  confumed, 
they  flaughter  the  gre.iteft  part  of 
their  cattle,  and  preferve  their  flefli, 
either  fmoked,  or  dried  in  the  fun. 
On  the  fudden  emergency  of  a  haftv 
march,  they  provide  themfelves 
with  a  fufficient  quantity  of  little 
balls  of  cheefe,  or  rather  of  hard 
curd,  which  they  occafionaUy  dif- 
folve  in  water;  and  this  unfubftajv. 
tial  diet  will  fupport,  for  many  days, 
the  lite,  and  even  the  fpirits,  of  the 
patient  warrior.  But  this  extraor- 
dinary abibnence,  which  the  floic 
would  approve,  and  the  hermit  might 
envy,  is  commonly  fucceeded  by  the 
moll  Voracious  indulgence  of  ap- 
petite. The  wines  of  a  happier 
climate  are  the  molt  grateful  prelent, 
or  the  mbft  valuable  commodity, 
that  can  be  offered  to  the  !  artars  ; 
and  the  only  example  of  their  in- 
£  dufny 
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duflry  fcerns  to  confift  in  the  art  of 
extrafting-  from  mare's  milk  a  fer- 
mented liquor,  which  poirefles  a 
very  ftrong  power  of  intoxication. 
Like  the  animals  of  prey,  the  fa- 
vages,  both  of  the  old  and  new 
world,  experience  the  alternate  vicif- 
litudes  of  famine  and  plenty  ;  and 
their  tlomach  is  inured  to  fuftain, 
without  much  inconvenience,  the 
oppoliie  extremes  of  hunger  and  of 
intemperance. 

"  II.  In  the  agesofrudicand  mar- 
tial limplicity,  a  people  of  foldiers 
and  hufbandmen  are  difperfed  over 
the  face  of  an  exteniive  and  culti- 
vated country  ;  and  fome  time  muft 
elanfe  before  the  warlike  youth  of 
Greece  or  Italy  could  be  affemblcd 
under  the  fame  ilandard,  either  to 
defend  their  own  confines,  or  to  in- 
vade the  territories  of  the  adjacent 
tribes.  Theprogrefs  of  manufactures 
rnd  commerce  infenfibly  collects  a 
large  multitude  within  the  walls  of 
a  city  :  but  thefe  citizens  are  no 
lono-er  foldiers  ;  and  the  arts  which 
adorn  and  improve  the  ftate  of  civil 
fociety,  corrupt  the  habits  of  the 
hiilltary  life.  The  paftoral  manners 
of  the  Scythians  feem  to  unite  the 
different  advantages  of  fimplicity  and 
refinement.  The  individuals  of  the 
fame  tribe  are  coniliantly  affembled, 
but  they  are  afiembled  in  a  camp; 
and  the  native  fpirit  oi  thefe  daunt- 
lefs  (hepherds  is  animated  by  mutual 
fupport  and  emulation.  The  houfes 
of  the  i  artars  are  no  more  than 
fmall  tents,  of  an  oval  form,  which 
afford  a  cold  and  dirty  habitation, 
for  the  piomifcuous  youth  of  both 
fexes.  The  palaces  of  the  rich  con- 
fiil:  of  wooden  huts,  of  fuch  a  fize, 
that  they  may  be  conveniently  fixed 
on  large  waggons,  and  drawn  by  a 
team  perhaps  of  twenty  or  thirty 
oxen.  The  flocks  and  herds,  after 
o-tazing  all  day  in  the  adjacent  paf- 


turcs,  retire,  on  the  approach  ©f 
night,  w^ithin  the  protcttion  of  the 
camp.  I  he  necelfity  of  preventing 
the  nioft  mifchievous  confufion,  in 
In  fuch  a  perpetual  concourfe  of  men 
and  animals,  mull  gradually  intro- 
duce, in  the  dillribution,  the  order, 
and  the  guard,  of  the  encampment, 
the  rudiments  of  the  military  art. 
As  foon  as  the  forage  of  a  certain 
diilrifl  is  confun^ed,  the  tribe,  or 
rather  army,  of  fliepherds,  makes  a. 
regular  march  to  fome  frefli  paftures, 
and  thus  acquires,  in  the  ordinary 
occupation  of  the  paftoral  life,  the 
practical  knowledge  of  one  of  th& 
moft  important  and  difficult  opera- 
tions of  war.  The  choice  of  ilations 
is  regulated  by  the  difference  of  the 
feafons  ;  in  the  fummcr,  the  Tar- 
tars advance  towards  the  North,  and 
pitch  their  tents  on  the  banks  of  a 
river,  or,  at  leaft,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  a  running  llream.  But  in 
the  winter  they  return  to  the  South, 
and  flielter  their  camp,  behind  fome 
convenient  eminence,  againft  the 
winds,  which  are  chilled  in  the  paf- 
fage  over  the  bleak  and  icy  regions 
of  Siberia.  Thefe  manners  are  ad- 
mirably adapted  to  diffufe,  among 
the  wandering  tribes,  the  fpirit  of 
emigration  and  conqueft.  Thecon- 
nediion  between  the  people  and  their 
territory  is  of  fo  frail  a  texture,  that 
it  may  be  broken  by  the  flighteft 
accident.  The  camp,  and  not 
the  foil,  is  the  native  country 
ot  the  genuine  Tartar.  Within 
the  precinfts  of  that  camp,  his  fa- 
mily, his  companions,  his  property, 
are  always  included ;  and,  in  the 
moll  dillant  marches,  he  is  ftlU  fur- 
rounded  by  the  objects  which  are 
dear,  or  valuable,  or  familiar  in  his 
eyes.  The  thirll:  of  rapine,  the  fear, 
or  the  rcfentmcnt  of  injury,  the  im- 
patience offervitude,  have,  in  every 
age,  been  fufficicnt  caufes  to   urge 
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the  tribes  of  Scythia  boldly  to  ad- 
vance into  fome  unknown  coun- 
tries, where  they  might  hope  to  find 
a  more  plentiful  fublitknce,  or  a  lefs 
ibrmidable  enemy.  The  revolu- 
tions of  the  North  have  frequently 
determined  the  fate  of  the  South  ; 
;ind  in  the  conflic^l:  of  hoftile  nations, 
the  vicStor  and  the  vanquillied  have 
alternately  drove,  and  been  driven, 
from  the  confines  of  China  to  thofe 
of  Germany.  Thefe  great  emigra- 
tions, which  have  been  fometinves 
-executed  with  almoft  incredible  dili- 
gence, were  rendered  more  eafy  by 
the  peculiar  nature  of  the  climate. 
It  is  well  known,  that  the  cold  of 
Tartary  is  much  mere  fcvere  than 
in  the  midfl;  ol  the  temperare  zone 
might  eafily  be  expeded  :  this  un- 
common rigour  is  attributed  to  the 
height  of  the  plains,  which  rife,  cf- 
pecially  towards  the  eaft,  more  than 
half  a  mile  above  the  level  of  the 
fea  ;  and  to  the  quantity  of  falt- 
petre,  with  which  the  foil  is  deeply 
impregnated.  In  the  winter-feafon, 
the  broad  and  rapid  rivers,  that  dif- 
charge  their  waters  into  the  Eux- 
jne,  theCa''pian,  or  the  Icy  fea,  are 
ilrongly  frozen  ;  the  fields  are  co- 
vered with  a  bed  of  fnow ;  and  the 
fugitive,  or  victorious  tribes  may 
fecurely  traverfe,  with  their  families, 
their  waggons,  and  their  cattle,  the 
fmooth  and  hard  furface  of  an  im- 
menfe  plain. 

"  III.  The  paftoral  life,  compared 
with  the  labours  of  agriculture  and 
inanufaftures,  is  undoubtedly  a  life 
of  idlenefs  ;  and  as  the  mod  ho- 
nourable (licphcrds  of  the  Tartar 
race  devolve  on  their  captives  the 
domeftic  management  of  the  cattle, 
their  own  leifure  is  feldom  difiurbed 
fay  any  fcrvile  and  affiduous  cares. 
But  this  k'ifure,  inftead  of  being  de- 
yoted  to  the  foft  enjoyments  of  love 
and  harmony,  is  ufefully  fpent  iri  the 


violent  and  fanguinary  exercife  of 
the  chace.  The  plains  of  Tartary 
are  filled  with  a  ftrong  and  fervid e- 
able  breed  of  horlcs,  which  are  eafilv 
tranicd  for  the  purpofes  of  war  and 
hunting.  The  Scythians  of  every 
age  have  been  celebrated  as  bold  and 
fkiltul  riders  :  and  conftant  practice 
h-ad  feated  them  fo  firmly  on  horfe- 
back,  that  they  were  fuppofed  by 
ftrangers  to  ptrform  the  ordinary 
duties  of  civil  lite,  to  eat,  to  drink, 
and  even  to  lleep,  without  difmount- 
ing  from  their  lleeds.  They  excel 
in  the  dextrous  management  of  the 
lance  ;  the  long  Tartar  bow  is 
drawn  with  a  nervous  arm  ;  and  the 
weighty  arrow  is  diredled  to  its  ob- 
jeft  with  unerring  aim,  and  irrefift- 
ible  force,  Thefe  arrows  are  often 
pointed  againft  the  harmlefs  animals 
of  the  defert,  which  increafe  and 
multiply  in  the  abfence  of  their  moil 
formidable  enemy  ;  the  hare,  the 
goat,  the  roebuck,  the  fallow-deer, 
the  flag,  the  elk,  and  the  antelope. 
The  vigour  and  patience  both  of 
the  men  and  horfes  are  continually 
exercifed  by  the  fatigues  of  the 
chace  ;  and  the  plentiful  fupply  of 
game  contributes  to  the  fublillence, 
and  even  luxury,  of  a  Tartar 
camp.  But  the  exploits  of  the 
hungers  of  Scythia  are  not  con- 
fined to  the  dellrudtion  of  timid  or 
innoxious  beafts  ;  they  boldly  en- 
counter the  angry  wild  boar,  wheii 
he  tums  againft  his  purfuers,  ex- 
cite the  Ikiggifli  courage  of  the 
bear,  and  provoke  the  fury  of  the 
tyger,  as  he  {lumbers  in  the  thicket. 
Where  there  is  danger,  there  may 
be  glory  ;  and  the  mode  of  hunting, 
which  opens  the  faireit  field  to  the 
exertions  of  valour,  may  juftly  be 
confidered  as  the  image,  and  as  the 
fchool,  of  war.  The  general  hunt- 
ing matches,  the  pride  and  delight 
of  the  Tartar  princes,  compofe  an 
£  2  inltru6tive 
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itiilni^tive  exercife   for  tlieir  nume- 
rous calvary.     A  circle  is  drawn,  of 
many  miles  in  clicuinterence,  to  en- 
compafs   the  game  oi  an  exienlive 
diftric'l  ;  and  the   troops  that  form 
the  circle  regularly  advance  towards 
a  common  centre  ;  where  the  captive 
animals,   furroundcd  on  every  fide, 
are  abandoned  to  the   darts  of  the 
hunters.       In    this    m:-irch,    which 
frequently  continues  many  days,  the 
travalry  are  obliged  to  climb  the  hills, 
to   fwim    the   rivers,    and    to  wind 
through  the  valiies,  without  inter- 
rupting the  prefcribcd  order  of  their 
gradual  progrefs.     They  acquire  the 
habit   of  dirctling    their  eye,    and 
their    Heps,  to  a  remote  object ;  of 
preferving   their   intervals  ;  of  fuf- 
pending,  or  accelerating,  their  pace, 
according   to   the    motions   of   the 
troops  on  their  right  and  left ;    and 
of  watching  and  repeating  the   fig- 
nals  of  their  leaders.     Their  leaders 
ihldy,    in  this   pradical  fchool,  the 
jnou  important  leflbn  of  the  military 
art ;  the  prompt  and  accurate  judg- 
inent  ot  ground,  of  diltancc,  and  of 
time.     To  employ  againfl:  a  human 
enemy  the  fame  patience  and  valour, 
the  fame  fkill  and  difcipline,  is  the 
only  alteration  which  is  required  in 
real  war;  and  the  amufements  of  the 
chace  ferve  as  a  prelude  to  the  con- 
quell:  ot  an  empire. 

"  The  political  Ibciety  of  the  an- 
cient Germans  has  the  appearance  of 
a  voluntary  alliance  of  the  indepen- 
dent warriors."  The  tribes  of  bcy- 
thia,  diilinguifhed  by  the  modern  ap- 
pellation of  hord<,  alTume  the  form 
of  a  numerous  and  incieafing  family  ; 
which,  in  the  courfe  of  fuccelTive  ge- 
nerations, has  been  propagated  from 
the  fame  original  itock.  The  mcnn- 
eft,  and  moft  ignorant  of  the  Tartars, 
prelerve,  with  confcious  pride,  the 
ineflimable  treafiire  of  their  genea- 
logy ',    and  vvhatever  dillincVions  ox' 


rank  may  have  been  introduced,  hy 
the  unequal  dilh-ibution  of   palloral 
wealth,  they  mutually  refpeft  them- 
felves,  and  each   other,    as  the  de- 
fcendents  of  the  firft  founder  of  the 
tribe.     The  cullom,  which  ftill  pre- 
vails, of  adopting  the  braveil,  and 
moil:   faithful   ot  the  captives,  may 
countenance  the  very  probable  fufpi- 
cion,thatthisextenriveconrauguinity 
is,  in   a  great    raeafure,    legal   and 
fictitious.     But  the   uferul  prejudice 
which  has  obtained  the  fan6tion  of 
time  and  opinion,  produces   the  ef- 
fedts  of  truth  ;    the  haughty  Barba- 
rians yield  a  chearful  and  voluntary 
obedience  to  the  head  of  their  blood; 
and  their  chief,  or  muija,  as  the  re- 
prefentative  of  their  great    tather, 
exercifes  the  authority  of  a  judge,  in 
peace,  aiid  of  a  leader,   in  war.     la 
the  original    flate    of   the    paftoral 
world,  each  of  the  viurfas  (if  we  may 
continue  to  ufe  a  modern  appellation) 
aftcd  as  the  independent  chief  ot  a 
large  and  feparate  family  \  and  the 
limits    of   their  peculiar  territories 
were  gradually    fixed,  by   fuperior 
force,  or  mutual  canfent.     But  the 
conllant    operation  of  various    and 
permanent    caufes    contributed    to 
unite    the    vagrant  hords  into    na- 
tional communities,  under  the  com- 
mand of  a  fupreme  head.     The  weak 
were    defirous  of  fupport,    and  the 
llrong  were  ambitious  of  dominion  ; 
the    power,    which  is  the  lefult  ot 
union,  opprelfed  and  collected  the  di- 
vided forces  of  the  adjacent  tribes  ; 
and,  as  the  vanquifned  were  freely 
admitted  to  fliare  the  a^lvantages  of 
vidtorv,  the  molt  valiant  chiefs  bait- 
ened  to  reUio;e  themfelves,  and  their 
followers,  under  the  formidable  ilan- 
dard  of  a  confederate  nation.      The 
moll  fuccefsful  of  the  Tartar  princes 
aflumcd   the  military  connnand,    to 
which  he  was  entitled  by  the  fuperi- 
ariry,  either  of  merit  or  of  power. 
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He  was  railed  ro  the  throne  by  tlie 
acchimatlons  ot  his  equals  ;  and  the 
title  of  Khan  exprelles  in  the  lan- 
truage  of  the  North  of  Alia,  the  full 
extent  of  the  regal  dignity.  The 
right  of  hereditary  fucceifion  was 
long  confined  to  the  blood  of  the 
founder  of  the  monarchy  ;  and  at 
this  moment  all  the  Khans,  who 
reign  from  Crimea  to  the  wall  of 
China,  are  the  lineal  defcendants  of 
the  r^owncd  Zingis.  But,  as  it  is 
the  intiifpenfablc  duty  of  a  Tartar 
fovereign  to  lead  his  warlike  fubjec'^s 
into  the  fiold,  the  claims  of  an  in- 
fant are  often  difregarded  ;  and  fomc 
royal  kinfman,  '  diTiinguiflied  by 
his  age  and  valour,  is  entrufied 
with  the  fword  and  fceptre  of  his 
prcdecelTor.  Two  diilinft  and  re- 
gular taxes  are  levied  on  the  tribes, 
to  liipport  the  dignity  of  their  na- 
tional monarch,  and  of  their  pecu- 
liar chief;  and  each  of thefe contri- 
butions amounts  to  the  tythe,  both 
of  their  property,  and  of  their  fpoil. 
A  Tartar  Ibvercign  enjoys  the  tenth 
part  of  the  wealth  of  his  people  ;  and 
as  his  own  domcftic  riches  ot  flocks 
and  herds  increafe  in  a  much  larger 
proportion,  he  is  able  plentitully  to 
maintain  the  rullic  Iplendor  of  his 
court,  to  reward  the  mofi:  dcferving, 
or  the  moll  favoured  of  his  tollowers, 
and  to'obtain,  fromthegentleinfluence 
of  corruption,  the  obedience  which 
might  be  fomctimes  refufed  to  the  (lern 
mandates  of  authority.  The  man- 
ners of  his  fubjefts,  accufioraed  like 
himfelf  to  blood  and  rapine,  might 


excufe,  in  their  eyes,  fuch  partial 
a'ts  of  tyranny,  as  wouU  excite  the 
horror  of  a  civilized  people  ;  but  the 
power  of  a  dcfpot  has  never  been  ac- 
knowledged in  the  deferts  of  Scythia. 
The  immediate  jurifditHon  of  the 
Khan  is  confined  within  the  limits 
ot  his  own  tribe ;  and  the  excrclfe 
of  his  royal  prerogative  has  been 
moderated  by  the  ancient  inllitution 
of  a  national  council.  The  Co- 
roultai,  or  Diet  of  the  Tartars,  was 
regularly  held  in  the  fpring  and  au.- 
tumn,  in  the  midll:  of  a  |ilain  ;  where 
the  princes  of  the  reigning  family, 
and  the  murfas  of  the  refpeftive 
tribes  may  conveniently  aflemhle  on 
horfeback,  with  their  martial  and 
numerous  trains  ;  and  the  ambitious 
monarch  who  reviewed  the  itrength, 
mull:  confult  the  inclination  of  an 
armed  people.  The  rudiments  of 
a  teud;il  government  may  be  difco- 
vered  in  the  conftitution  of  the  Scy-i 
thian  or  Tartar  nations ;  but  the  per- 
petual conflid:  of  thole  hofiile  na- 
tions has  Ibmetimes  terminated  in 
the  ellablilViment  of  a  powerful  and 
defpotic  empire.  The  vidtor,  en- 
riched by  the  tribute,  and  fortified 
by  the  arms,  of  dependent  kings, 
has  fpread  hisconquefts  over  Europe 
or  .4  fia  :  the  fuccefsful  fliepKerdsof 
the  NortKhavc  fubmiited  to  thecon* 
finement  ot  arts,  of  laws,  and  of  ci- 
ties ;  and  the  introdu6ion  of  lux- 
ury, alter  deftroying  the  freedom  of 
the  people,  has  undermined  th« 
foundations  of  the  throiie. 
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IMANNERS  of  the  BRITONS,  after   the  ROMANS  had  quitted 

this  Ifland. 

[From  the  Third  Volume  of  Mr,  GIBBON's  Hiflory  of  the  Decline  and 
Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire.] 


"  '"I"* HE   independent  Britons  ap- 
-fi-    pear  to  have  relapfed  into  the 
ftate   ot   original    barbarifm,     from 
whence  they  had  beenimperfeftly  re- 
claimed.   Separated  by  their  enemies 
trom.  the  rell  of  mankind,  they  foon 
became  an  objeft  of  fcandal  and  ab- 
horrence   to    the     catholic    v/orld. 
Chriltianiiy  was  flill  profefledin  the 
mountains  of  Wales  ;   but  the  rude 
fchilmatics,  in  the  form  of  the  cle- 
rical tonfure,  and  in  the  day  of  the 
celebration  ofEailer,  obftinately  re- 
fifted^the  imperious  mandates  of  the 
Roman   pnntifts.     The   ufe   of  the 
Latin  language  was  infcnfibly  abo- 
liflied,  and  the  Britons  were  depriv- 
ed  of  the  arts   and  learning  which 
Italy  communicated   to    her  Saxon 
profelytes.    In  Wales  and  Armorica, 
the  Celtic  tongue,  the  native  idiom 
cf  the  Weil,  was  preferved  and  pro- 
pagated ;    and  the  Bards,  who  had 
been  the  companions  of  the  Druids, 
were  ftill  protcrted,  in  the  fixteenth 
century,  by  the  laws  of  Elizabeth. 
Their  chief,  a  refpeftable  officer  of 
the  courts  of  Pengwern,    or  Aber- 
fraw,    or   Caermathaen,    accompa- 
nied the  king's  fervants  to  war  :  the 
monarchy  of  the  Britons,  which  he 
lung  in  the  front  of  battle,  excited 
their  courage,  andjuftified  their  de- 
predations ;  and  the  fongiler  claim- 
ed for  his  legitimate  prize  the  faireft 
heifer  of  the  fpoil.     His  fubordinate 
minifters,  the  mailers  and  difciples 
of  vocal  and  in'..rL:mental  mufic,  vi- 
iited,  in  their  refpeci:ive  circuits,  the 
oyal,  the  noble,  and  the  plebeian 


houfes  ;   and  the  public  poverty,  al- 
mofl:  exhaufted  by  the  clergy,  was 
opprefled  by   the    importunate    de- 
mands of  the  bards.     Their    rank 
and  merit  were  afcertained,  by  folemn 
trials,  and  the  {Irong  belief  of  fu- 
pernatural    infpiration    exalted    the 
fancy  of  the  poet,  &nd  of  his  audi- 
ence.    The  laft  retreats   of  Celtic 
freedom,    the  extreme  territories  of 
Gaul  a.nd  Britain,  were  lefs  adapted 
to  agriculture  than  to  paflurage  :  the 
wealth  of  the   Britons   confided  in 
their  flocks  and   herds  ;    milk  and 
flefli  were  their  ordinary  food  ;  and 
bread   was   fometimes  efteemed,  or 
rejeded  as  a  foreign  luxury.    Liber- 
ty   had  peopled  the    mountains   of 
Wales  ^ndthe  morafies  of  Armorica: 
but  the  populoufnefs  has  been  m  di- 
cioufly  afcribed  to  the  loofe  practice 
of  polygamy ,    and  the    houfes  of 
thefe  licentious  barbarians  have  been 
fuppofed  to  contain  ten  wives,  and 
perhaps  fifty  children.     Their  dif- 
pofition  was  rafli  and  choleric  :  they 
were  bold  in  aftion  and  in  fpeech  ; 
and  as  they  were  ignorant  of  the  arts 
of  peace,  they  alternately  indulged 
their  paffions  in  foreign  and  domef- 
tic  war.     The  cavalry  of  Armorica, 
the  Ipearmen  of  Gwent,  and  thcar- 
chers  of  Merioneth,    were  equally 
formidable  ;  but  their  poverty  could 
feldom  procure  either  fidelds  or  hel- 
mets ;   and  the  inconvenient  weight 
would  have  retarded  the  fpeed  and 
agility  of  their  defultory  operations. 
One  of  the  greateft  of  the  Engiilh 
monarchs  \vas  requeued  to  fatisfy 
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the  curiofity  of  a  Greek  emperor  con-  was  inhabited  by   a  race   of  naked 

cernina   the  iliate   of  Britain;   and  \varriors,  who  encountered,  without 

Henry    II.  could    allert,   from    his  fear,    the  defenfivc  armour  of  their 

perfonal    experience,    that    Wales  enemies." 


ACCOUNT  of  the  HIDALGOS,  in  SPA  IN,  and  their 

Privileges. 


[From  the  Letters  from  an  Englifli  Traveller  in   Spain.] 


Y' 


'OU  afli  me  what  fort  of  figure 
the  country  gentlemen  make 
in  Spain,  and  who   are  the  perfcns 
ftiled  Hidaljros.     To  the  firft  I  (hall 
anfwer,  that  as  the  Cortes,  or  parli- 
aments,   have    been  abolillied  ever 
fince  the  acceffion  of  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon,  all  the  confequence  of  the 
country  <^rentlenien  has  ceafed.    The 
Hidalgos  claim  a  defccnt  from  thofe 
valiant  foldiers  who  r;:tired  into  Caf- 
tile,  and  the  mountains  of  Afturias, 
and  other  remote    parts    of  Spain, 
on  theinvalion  of  the  Moors,  where 
having    fortified   themiclves,     they 
fucceilively  defcendcd  intothe  plains, 
in  proportion  to  the  fuccefs  of  their 
arms  :  from  the  notoriety  of  theirper- 
fons,  or  the  lands  they  became  pof- 
feifed  of,  they  acquired  the  appella- 
tion   ot   Hidalgos   noforlosy   Hidalgos 
Ac  J'olar  conocidn,  or  de  cafafolariega  : 
of    thefe    according    to    Hernando 
Mexia,  there  are  three  forts,  the  ift 
being  lords  of  places, villages,  towns, 
(»■  cuftles,  from   whence   they  took 
their    firnamcf,    as    the    Guzmans, 
P.'Iendczas,    Laras,    Guivaras,   and 
others  ;   the  2d,  who  recovered  any 
fortrefs    from    the    Moors,    as    the 
Ponces  ot  Leon,    and  others  ;  and 
the  third  fort,  from  the  places  where 
they  refided,  or  held  jurifdiiiVion,  as 
Rodric^o  de  Narvaez  was  called  of 
Antequera,    from     being'   Alcayde 
there.      tut  this    definition   is  not 
confidcred  as  cxail  or  conclufive  by 


Otalora,  another  civilian,  uiio  fays 
that  the  true  meaning  of   Hidalgos 
dc filar  cnnncido  is   explained  by  the 
laws  of  Caftile,  to  be  a  well  known 
manlion  or  pofifeffion.    the  nature  of 
which    is  particularly   explained  in 
the   laws    of   the  Parddas,     lib.    5, 
tit.  31;.   which  defcribe  three   forts 
ot  tenures  called  De-vi/h,   Solaricga^ 
and  Bchcfria.    By  the  firft,  lands  are 
devifed  by  the  anreftor  ;  y?;/.-!-?-   is   a 
tenure  upon  another  pcrfon's  manor, 
and  obliges  the  owner  to  receive  the 
lord  of  she  tee  v/hen  necellity  obliges 
him  to  travel :  and  Behetria  is  in  the 
nature  of  an  allodium.     In  propor- 
tion    a?    thefe    Aborigines    grained 
ground  on  the  Moors,  andincreafcd 
in  their  numbers,  many  private  per- 
fons'    dillinguiQied    themfclves     by 
their  valour,    and  obtained  tetlimo- 
nies  of  their  fervices,  called,  cartas 
dc  7ncrccd^  which  ferved  them  as  a 
foundation  of  their  birth  and  good 
dcfcent,  without  which  documents 
their  pofteriry  could  not  make  it  ap- 
pear; and   if  from  a  lapfe  of  time, 
ox:  other  unavoidable  accidents,  fuch 
proof  fiiould   happen  to  be  loll,   or 
dertroyed,  the  law  aflbrds  them  a  re- 
medy under  thefe  circumrtances,  by 
a  declaration,  importing,  that  fuch 
pcrfons  as  are  fuppofcd  to  have  had 
fuch  cert'Hcates,  may  be  relieved  by 
making  it  appear,  that  their  ancef- 
tors,.time  immemorial,  have  ahvays 
been  held  and  reputed   as  Hidalgos, 
E  A.  and 
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r.ndenjoved  the  privileges  of  fuch, 
from  ;i  ftrong  prefumption  in  their 
favour  ;  the  pollellioii  of  land  hav- 
ing equal  force  to  any  other  docu- 
ment ;  which  is  fully  fet  forth  in  the 
Trag7Hatkn  of  Cordova.  To  thefe 
executory  letters  arc  granted,  cartas 
e,v£cutorias,  expreffive  ot  their  privi- 
leges ;  and  for  the  better  regulation 
of  thefe  matters,  proper  officers  are 
appointed  in  the  chancery  courts, 
called  alcaldes  de  lor  hidalgos^  who 
ought  to  be  b/daJvos  theinfelves,  iind 
hold  jurlfdiftion  in  thefe  cafes,  and 
no  others  :  but  even  here  innova- 
tions have  taken  place  ;  for  as  thefe 
grants  flow  fr^m  the  fovereign,  who 
is  the  fountain  of  honour,  fome  are 
declared  Hidalgos  dc  fangrc^  by  right 
of  defcent,  and  others  de  privilcglo, 
or  by  office,  in  which  the  will  of  the 
fovcieigu  has  made  amends  tor  any 
deficiency  of  blood. 

''  There  is  a  fet  of  people  near  Se- 
govia at  a  place  called  Zamarra- 
mala,  who  are  exempt  from  tribute 
on  account  of  the  care  they  take  in 
fending  proper  perfons  every  night 
to  the  caftle  of  Segovia  to  keep  cen- 
tincl — one  cries  out  yda  vrla,  bao, 
and  the  other  blows  a  horn,  from 
Vv'hcncc  they  have  been  titled  hidal- 
gos by  the  horn.  In  Catalonia  thofe 
gentlemen  who  are  llylcd  Hnmhre  de 
Parcja,  arc  confidered  the  fame  as 
hidalgos  ill  Caftile,  and  were  fo  call- 
ed from  the  word  par* /'ar,  to  equip, 
this  namebeinggiven  as  a  diftinftion 
by  Borelo  the  4th,  count  of  Barcelo- 
na, at  the  fiege  of  that  city,  in 
965,  who  fummoning  all  his  valTals, 
to  come  to  his  aililiance  again  It  the 
Moors,  nine  hundred  horfcmen  well 
jnoiinted  and  equipped  joined  him, 
and  with  their  aid  he  took  the  city, 
.md  this  appellation  has  been  given 
;a  honourable  remembrance  of  this 
ioyal  a»r\ion. 

"•  Vou nil! of  courfebe dcfirous  to 


know  what  are  the  privileges  that 
thefe  noble  Hidalgos  enjoy  ?  The 
principal  of  them  are  as  follow  : 

"i.  The  firfl  and  greaieil privilege 
which  they  hold  by  law  is  to  enjoy 
all  polls  of  dignity  and  honour  in  the 
church  and  ftate,  with  liberty,  when 
churchmen,  of  having  a  plurality  of 
benefices.  They  are  qualified  for 
receiving;  all  orders  of  knighthood, 
and  are  to  be  preferred  in  all  em- 
balfies,  governments,  and  public 
commilfions. 

"  2.  When  they  are  examined  as 
vvitneffies  in  civil  and  criminal  cafes, 
their  depofitions  are  to  be  taken 
in  their  own  houfcs,  without  being 
obliged  to  quit  them  to  go  to  thofe 
of  others. 

"3.  In  all  churches, proceffions, and 
other  public  afts  or  ali'einblie?,  they 
are  to  have  the  next  place  of  honour 
and  precedency  alter  the  officers  of 
juftice,  confurming  themfelves  to 
particular  cudoms. 

"  4.  They  are  not  obliged  to  ac- 
cept of  any  challenge  for  combat, 
f.ippofing  fuch  were  allowed  of,  but 
from  thofe  who  are  their  equals. 

"  1;.  Though  It  is  forbidden  to 
guardians  to  purchafe  the  efiates  of 
minors, this  does  not  extend  to  Hidal- 
gos, in  whom  the  law  does  not  fup- 
pofe  any  fraud,  and  they  may  pur- 
chafe them  publicly. 

"  6.  They  are  permitted  to  be  feat- 
cd  in  courts  of  iuftice  in  j^refence  of 
the  judges,  from  the  refpe(5l  and  ho- 
nour due  to  them.  They  have  alfo 
feats  in  the  courts  of  chancery,  in 
confideration  of  their  birth,  which 
gives  them  a  right  to  be  near  the 
perfons  of  princes. 

"  -.  Their  perfons  are  free  from 
arreft  for  debt,  nor  can  any  attnch- 
ment  be  laid  on  their  dwelling 
houfes,  furniture,  apparel,  arms, 
horfcs,  or  mules  in  immediate  ufe  ; 
nor  can  they  make  a  ccilion  ot  their 

cilatcs, 
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cftates,  nor  be  diftreflcd  in  fuits  of 
law,  farther  than  their circiimltances 
will  admit  of,  but  are  to  be  allowed 
a  reafoiiable  and  decent  niaintenunce 
for  their  fupport. 

*'  8.  In  cafes  of  imprifonment  for 
criminal  matters,  they  are  to  be 
treated  differently  from  others.  They 
are  generally  confined  to  their  own 
houfes  with  a  fate  guard,  or  under 
arreft  upon  their  honour,  or  allowed 
the  city  or  town  they  lived  in,  and  in 
particular  cafes,  are  fent  into  catlles. 
"  g.  When  punifliments  are  in- 
flii^ted  for  crimin;.!  cafes,  they  are  to 
be  lefs  fevere  to  them  than  toothers, 
as  they  are  not  to  fuffer  ignominious 
punifliments,  fuch  as  public  fliame, 
whipping,  gallics,  nor  are  they  to 
be  han;;ed,  but  beheaded,  excepting 
in  cafes  of  treafon  or  hercfy.  Jn  cafes 
that  do  not  imply  a  corporal  puniih- 
ment  but  a  pecuniary  one,  they  are 
treat  d  with  more  rigour,  and  pay  a 
larger  fine  than  others. 

"  10  They  are  not  to  be  put  to 
the  rack  or  torture,  excepting  for 
fuch  heinous  crimes  as  a^e  particu- 
larly fpecified  by  the  laws. 

"  I  '.  When  ;here  are  title  deeds 
or  other  wntin-^s  or  papers  in  which 
two  or  more  perfons  have  an  equal 
right  or  property,  and  require  a  par- 
ticular charge,  they  are  to  be  given 
up  by  preference  to  fhecuftody  ofan 
Hidalgo,ifanyof  the  parties  are  fuch. 
"  12.  The  daughter  ofan  hidal- 
go enjoys  every  privilege  of  her 
birth,  though  married  to  a  common- 
er, and  a  woman  who  is  not  an  Hi- 
dalga,  enjoys  all  thc'e  privileges 
when  flie  is  a  widow,  following  the 
fortune  of  her  hufband. —  But  if  the 
widow  is  an  Hidalga,  and  the  late 
hufband  was  a  commoner,  flie  falls 
into  the  iiate  ot  her  hufband  after  his 
death,  though  W.c  had  the  privileges 
of  her  birth  during  his  lite. 


_  "  I  ?.  They  are  free  from  all  du- 
ties,  called  fecho!^  Pcdidos,  Mofic 
Jus,  Martcnicgas  Cori'ribuciones,  as 
well  royal  as  civil,  and  all  other  le- 
vies c4t  whatever  kind  they  may  be, 
with  a  refcrve  for  fuch  as  are  for  the 
public  benefit,  in  which  they  are 
equally  concerned,  fuch  as  the  re- 
pairing  the  highways,  bridges,  foun- 
tains, walls,  deftruction  of  locufts^ 
and  other  vermin. 

"14.  They  are  free  from  perfonal 
ferv)ce,  and  from  going  to  the  wars, 
excepting  when  the  king  attends  in 
perfon  ;  even  then  they  are  not  to  be: 
forced,  but  invited,  and  acquainted 
that  the  royal  (landard  is  difplayed. 

"  i^.  No  perfoas  whatever  can 
be  quartered  upon,  or  lodged  in, 
their  houfes,  except  when  the  king, 
queen,  prince  or  infantes  are  on 
the  road,  as  in  fuch  cafes  even  the 
houfes  of  the  clergy  are  not  exempt. 

"  16.  They  cannot  be  compelled 
to  accept  of  the  office  of  receiver  of 
the  king's  rents,  or  any  other  em- 
ployment which  is  confidered  as 
mean,  and  derogatory  to  their  digni- 
ty and  rank. 

"  17.  By  a  particular  cuflomjcon- 
firmed  by  royal  authority  in'that 
part  ot  CalVde  beyond  the  Ebro,  ba- 
liards  fucceed  to  their  parents,  and 
enjoy  thoir  honours  contrary  to  the 
royal  and  common  law. 

"  18.  \^  a  lady,  who  marries  a 
coinmoner,  fliould  be  a  queen, 
duchefs,  marchlonefs,  or  countefs, 
for  they  ha^ve  no  barons  inCa{lile,fliQ 
not  only  does  n-it  lofe  her  rank, 
but  conveys  her  titles  to  her  huf- 
band, who  holds  them  in  right  of 
his  wife. 

"  Thefe  are  the  general  privile- 
ges which  the  Hidalgos  enjoy  ; 
there  are  fo'ne  others  of  lefs  con- 
fequence,  as  well  as  particular 
grants  to  certain  pcrfons  and  fami- 
lies. 
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lies.  An  ancient  and  ridiculous  cuf- 
totp  is  faid  to  be  obfeived  by  noble 
ladies  who  are  widows  of  plebeians, 
in  order  to  recover  their  birthright, 
for  which  purpole  they  carry  a  pack- 
fiddle  on  their  flioulders   to  their 


hulband's  grave,  then  throwin*^  it 
down  and  flriking  it  three  times, 
fay,  "  villein,  take  thy  villeiny, 
for  I  will  abide  by  my  nobility  :" 
and  then  they  recover  their  privi- 
le(/es  again." 


ACCOUNT  of  a  CONVENTION  of  the  Inha^bitants  of  Wales, 
held  at  the  Pafs  Bwlcb  Oer-ddrwsy  in  the  Reign  of  Henry  IV. 

[From  Mr.  Pennant's  Journey  to  Snowdon.] 


*'  'TP'HIS  pafs  is  noted  for  being 
J.  one  of  the  three  places,  in 
which  were  alfembled,  fix  years  after 
the  wars  of  Glyndwr,  all  the  great 
men  of  certain  diUricls,  in  order  to 
enforce  the  obfcivatlon  of  juftice,  by 
their  own  weight,  without  any  other 
legal  fanttion.  This,  perhaps,  was 
occaiioned  by  the  mcrcilefs  laws 
enacted  again  It  the  Welih  by  Henry 
IV.  At  each  of  thefe  places,  they 
entered  into  a  conipaff  ro  caufe  iuf- 
tice  to  be  done  for  all  wrongs  in- 
flifted  before  and  after  the  wars,  but 
not  during  that  turbulent  period. 
Every  one  was  to  have  his  goods,  or 
land,  which  had  been  forced  from 
liiin,  rertorcd  without  law-fuit  ;  and 
any  goods  detained  after  this,  woe 
to  be  deemed  as  frclen  :  or  if  his 
lord  fold  them,  he  was  fined  ten 
pounds,  and  the  goods,  or  their  va- 
lue, to  the  owner.  If  the  refraftory 
pcrfonwas  hanged,  tn"  died  a  natural 
'ileath,  the  deuiand  lay  good  againft 
the  wife,  heirs,  or  executors  :  but  if 
they  or  Ihe  denied  tlie  demand,  the 
plaintiff  muif  procure  his  coinpui- 
gators,  viz.  fix  perfons  with  liim,  to 
fwear  to  the  right  of  his  claim  ;  but 
(like  the  Engiifli,  in  cafes  of  jury) 
the  defendant  had  a  right  to  chal- 
lenge one  of  the  fix  ;  and  another 
was  to  be  provideil  in  his  if  cad. 

"  After  this,  follow  various  re- 
gulations for  relloifing  ths  goveru- 
1 


ment  of  the  country  in  general  ;  and 
feveral  laws  relative  to  waifs  and 
eftrays,  vagrants,  bail,  recovery  of 
debts,  manllavighter,  thefts,  duty  of 
officers,  &c.  The  code  concludes 
with  valuation  of  feveral  goods  and 
chattels,  for  which  fatista£fion  was 
to  be  made.  For  example,  a  horfe 
and  mare,  on  the  oath  of  the  owner 
and  two  neighbours,  were  valued  at 
ten  {hillings ;  a  foal  at  twenty 
pence  ;  an  ox  at  a  mark  ;  a  cow  at 
ten  fliillings  ;  the  hire  of  an  ox,  and 
the  inilk  of  a  cow,  were  alfo  va- 
lued ;  an  evv'e  was  eusemed  at  fix- 
teen  pence,  her  v/ool  at  tour  pence, 
her  milk  at  two  pence,  and  her  lamb 
at  eight  pence. 

"  As  a  proof  of  the  high  value 
of  arms,  and  that  we  had  fcvv'  ma- 
nutaftures  of  that  kind,  a  two- 
handed  fvvord  was  valued  at  ten 
flfiilings,  a  one-handed  at  fix  {hil- 
lings and  eight  pence,  and  a  llecl 
buckler  at  two  fliillings  and  eight 
pence  :  but,  what  is  very  fi!\gular, 
a  bow,  whichthemfelves  could  make, 
v.'as  valued  at  fixteen  pence,  and  an 
arrow  at  fix  pence. 

"  To  all  thefe  laws,  no  penalty 
was  annexed  for  the  breach  ;  except- 
ing the  forfeiture  of  the  benefit  of  the 
compaft,  which,  in  thofe  unfettled 
times,  was  probably  fu fiicicnt,  as 
ir  left  the  party  unfupported  and 
fiicudlcfj." 

ANCIENT 
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ANCIENT   HOSPITALITY  of  the  WELCH. 

[From  the  fame   Work.] 


*'  T  MUST  not  lead  the  reader 
_£  into  a  belief,  that  every  ha- 
bitation of  thefe  early  times  was 
equal  in  magnificence  to  that  of 
Eclnowain  ap  Bradvvcn.  Thofe  of 
inferior  gentry  were  termed  of  wat- 
tles, like  Indian  wigwams,  or  High- 
land hovels  ;  without  gardens  or 
orchard,  and  formed  for  removal 
from  place  to  place,  for  the  fake  of 
new  palUire,  or  a  greater  plenty  of 
game.  The  kirniture  was  corref- 
pondent  ;  there  were  neither  tables, 
nor  cloths,  nor  napkins  ;  but  this 
is  lefs  wonderful,  fince  we  find,  that 
even  fo  late  as  the  time  ot  Edward 
31.  ftraw  was  ufed  in  the  royal 
apartment.  Notv\'ith  (landing  this, 
the  utmoft  hofpitality  was  prcferved  : 
every  houfe  was  open,  even  to  the 
pooreft  perfon  When  a  Granger 
entered,  his  arms  were  taken  from 
him,  and  layed  by  ;  and,  after  the 
fcriptural  cullom,  water  was  brought 
to  wafti  his  feet.  The  tare  was  fim- 
ple  ;  the  meal  did  not  confift  of  an 
elegant  variety,  bur  of  numbers 
of  things  put  together  in  a  large 
difh  :  the  bread  was  thin  oat-cakes, 
fuch  as  are  common  in  our  moun- 
tainous parts  at  this  time.  The  fa- 
mily waited  on  the  gucils,  and  never 


touched  any  thing  till  they  had 
done,  when  it  took  up  with  what 
wasleft.  Mufic,  and  the  free  con- 
verlation  of  the  young  women, 
formed  the  amufements  of  the  time  ; 
for  jealoufy  was  unknown  among  us. 
Bands  of  young  men,  who  knew  no 
profeffion  but  that  of  arms,  often 
entered  the  houfes,  and  were  wel- 
come guefts  ;  for  they  were  con- 
fidered  as  the  voluntary  defenders 
of  the  liberties  of  their  country. 
They  mixed  with  the  female  part 
of  the  family,  joined  their  voices  to 
the  melody  of  the  harp,  and  con- 
fumed  the  day  with  the  mofl  ani- 
mated feftivity.  At  length,  funk 
into  rcpofe,  not  under  rich  tellers, 
or  on  downy  beds,  but  along  the 
fides  of  the  room,  on  a  thin  cover- 
ing of  dried  reeds,  placed  round  the 
great  fire,  which  v/as  placed  in  the 
centre,  they  lay  down  promifcu- 
oully,  covered  only  by  a  coarfe 
homemade  cloth,  called  Brychan, 
or  plaid,  the  fame  with  the  more 
ancient  Bracha  ;  and  kept,  one  an- 
other v.'arm,  by  lying  cloie  together; 
or  fliould  one  iide  lofe  its  genial  heat, 
they  turn  about,  and  give  the  chilly 
fide  to  the  tire." 


REMAINS  of  MINSTRELS  IE  among  the  WELC  ff 


b  ft 


[From  the  C-.mc  Work.] 

OME  vein  of  the  ancient  min-  finging  alternately  pennylls,  or  flan- 
rcliie  is  ftill  to  be  met  with,  zas  of  ancient  or  modern  poetry. 
In  thefe  mountainous  countries.  The  young  people  ufuallv  beoin  the 
Numbers  of  perfons,  of  both  fexes,  night  with  dancing,  and  ■^'-hen  they 
^flemble,   and  lit  amuud  the  harp,     arc  tired,  ft  down,  and  ahlime  this 

fpecies 
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fpecies  of  relaxation.  Oftentimes, 
like  the  niodern  'unprovifitorc  of  Italy, 
they  will  ting  extempore  verfes.  A 
perion  converfant  in  this  art,  will 
produce  a  penyll  appofite  to  the  lalt 
which  was  fung  :  the  fubjetls  pro- 
duce a  great  deal  of  niiith  ;  for  they 
are  fomctimes  jocular,  at  others  fa- 
tirical,  and  m;iny  amorous.  They 
will  continue  finging  without  inter- 
miffion,  and  never  repeat  the  fame 
stanza  ;  for  that  would  occafion  the 
lofs  of  the  honour  of  being  held 
jirft  of  the  fong.  Like  night- 
ingales,   they    fupport   the   conteft 


throughout  the  night :  Cotant  inttr 
fc^  palatnque  animoja  confcntio — ntic- 
ta  mortc finlt f'Xpe  "jitam^fpiritu  prius 
(ifficiente  quam  ca-ntu^  may  alfo  ba 
added.  The  audience  ufually  call 
for  the  tune  :  fometimes  only  a  few 
can  fuig  to  it  ;  and  in  many  cafes 
the  whole  company  :  but  when  a 
party  of  capital  fingers  afl'emble, 
they  rarely  call  for  a  tune  ;  for  it  is 
indifferent  to  them  what  tune  the 
harper  plays.  Parifhes  often  con- 
tend againll  parities  ;  and  every  kill 
is  vocal  with  the  chorus." 


ANCIENT  HUNTING   among  the  V/ELCH. 
[From  the  fame  Work.] 


**  nrHE  Vv''elch  had  feveral  ani- 
\  mals  who  were  the  objefts 
of  the  chace;  fuch  as,  y  Carw,  or 
the  liag  ;  Kaid  Wenyn,  a  fwarm  of 
bees  ;  and  y  Gleifiad,  or  the  fal- 
mon  ;  yr  Arth,  the  bear  ;  y  Drirg- 
hedydd,  climbing  animals,  I  fuppofe 
wild  cats,  martins,  and  fquirrels ; 
and  Ceiliog  Coed,  or  cock  of  the 
wood.  And  the  laft  divifion  was, 
y  LUvyuog,  the  fox  :  Yfgyfarnog, 
the  hare;  and  y  Ywrch,  the  roe. 
Some  of  the  above  come  very  im- 
properly under  our  idea  of  hunting, 
yet  were  comprehended  in  the  code 
of  laws  relative  to  the  diverfion, 
lormed,  as  Is  fuppofed,  by  Gryffyd 
ap  Cynan. 

*'  I  fufpecf  alfo,  that  the  otter 
was  an  objedt  of  diverfion  ;  there 
being  a  Cylch  Dyfrgwin,  or  an  an- 
nual payment,  by  the  Welch,  for  the 
prince's  W'ater  dogs. 

"  The  three  firif  were  Helfa 
Gvffredon,  or  the  common  hunt. 
TtiC  ibig,  bccaule  he  was  the  nobkil 


animal  of  chace,  and  becaufe  every 
body,  Mho  came  by  at  his  death, 
before  he  was  ikinned,  m.ight  claim 
a  fliare  in  him.  The  next  animals 
w^ere  Helfa  Gyfarthfa,  or  the  ani- 
mals which  could  be  brought  to  bay, 
fuch  as  the  bear,  &c.  which  were 
hunted  with  hounds  till  they  af- 
cended  a  tree.  The  bird  mentioned 
here,  is  the  cock  of  the  wood,  whofe 
nature  it  is  to  fit  perched  on  a 
bough,  where  they  will  gaze  till 
they  are  (hot,  as  they  were,  in  old 
times,  by  the  bow,  or  crofs-bow. 

"  The  third  divifion  was  Helfa 
Ddolef,  or  the  flrouting-chace,  be- 
caufe attended  by  the  clamor  of  the 
fportfmen  ;  and  comprehended  the 
fox,  the  hare,  and  the  roe.  The 
method  of  hunting  was  either  with 
hounds,  or  grehounds,  which  they 
let  flip  at  the  animals,  holding  the 
dog5  in  leafiies.  No  one  was  to  flip 
his  grehound  w^hen  the  hounds 
were  in  chace,  unlefs  he  had  a  hound 
in  the  pack,  on  penalty  of  having 
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the  grehound  ham  flrung :  neither 
vviis  it  allowed  to  kill  any  animal  of 
chace  on  its  form,  or  at  reft,  on  pain 
of  forfeiting  his  bow  and  arrow  to 
the  lord  of  the  manor.  When 
feveral  grchounds,  the  property  of 
diftcrent  perfons,  were  llipt  at  any 
animal,  the  perfon  whofe  dog  was 
nearcft  the  beaft,  when  laft  in  fight, 
claimed  the  Ikin.  A  bitch  was  ex- 
cepted, unlefs  it  was  proved  fine  was 
pregnant  by  a  dog  which  had  before 
won  a  Ikin. 

"  Every  perfon  who  carries  a 
horn,  mult  give  a  fcientifical  account 
of  the  nine  objedls  of  chace,  «r  elfe 
he  will  be  looked  on  as  a  pretend- 
er, and  forfeit  his  horn.  The  fame 
penalty  attends  the  Cynllafan,  or 
leafh  ;  he  is  never  again  to  wear  it 
round  his  middle,  on  pain  of  for- 
feiture ;  but  then  he  is  fuftered  to 
wear  it  round  his  arm. 

"  The  ancient  Welch  held  the 
flefli  of  the  i^ag,  hare,  wild  boar,  and 
the  bear,  to  be  the  greatcft  deli- 
cacies among  the  beaits  of  chace. 

"  The  prince  Jiad  his  Pencyn- 
wydd,orchief  huntfman.  He  was  the 
tenth  officer  of  the  court.  He  had 
for  his  own  fupper  one  difh  of  meat ; 
and  after  it,  three  horns  of  mead, 
one  from  the  king,  another  from 
the  queen,  the  third  from  the  ftew- 
ard  of  the  houfhold.  He  was  ne- 
ver to  fwear,  but  by  his  horn  and 
his  leafh.  He  had  the  third  of  the 
fines  and  heriots  of  all  the  other 
huntfmen  ;  and  likewife  the  fame 
ihare  of  the  amobr,  on   the  mar- 


riage of  any  of  their  daughters* 
At  a  certain  time  of  the  year,  he 
was  to  hunt  for  the  king  only  :  at 
other  feafons,  he  was  permitted  to 
hunt  for  himfelf.  His  horn  was 
that  of  an  ox,  of  a  pound  value. 
He  had  in  winter  an  ox's  hide,  to 
make  leafhes  ;  in  fummer,  a  cow's, 
to  cut  into  fpatterdafhes. 

*'  The  king  had  liberty  of  hunt- 
ing wherefoever  he  pleafed  ;  but  if 
a  beaft  was  hunted  and  killed  on 
any  gentleman's  eltate,  and  not 
followed  and  claimed  by  the  huntf- 
man that  night,  the  owner  of  the 
land  might  convert  i:  to  his  own 
ufe,  but  was  to  take  good  care  of 
the  dogs,  and  preferve  the  fkin. 

"  The  penalty  of  killing  a  tame 
flag  of  the  king's,  was  a  pound  ; 
and  a  certain  fine,  if  it  was  a  wild 
one  :  if  it  was  killed  between  a 
certain  day  in  November,  and  the 
feaft  of  St.  John,  the  value  v^^as 
fixty  pence  ;  but  the  fine  for  kill- 
ing it,  a  hundred  and  eighty  pence. 
A  flag  was  alfo  reckoned  equiva- 
lent to  an  ox ;  a  hind  to  a  well- 
grown  cow  ;  a  roe  to  a  goat ;  a 
wild  fow  to  a  tame  fow ;  a  badger 
had  no  value,  becaufe  in  fome  years 
it  was  meafled  ;  wolves  and  foxes, 
and  other  noxious  animals,  had  no 
value,  becaufe  every  body  was  al- 
lowed to  kill  them  ;  and  there  was 
none  fet  upon  a  hare,  for  a  very 
fingular  reafon,  becaufe  it  was  be- 
lieved every  other  month  to  cliange 
its  fex." 
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Gcnerofity  of  the  English  BARONS,  in  the  13th  and  14th 
Centuries. 

[From  the  Fourth  Volume  of  Dr.  Henry's  Hiftory  of  Great  Britain.] 


Noble  fpiritofliberality  and 

. .  munificence   prevailed   in 

this   period,  efpecially  among  the 
great  martial  barons  ;  of  which  it 
may  be  proper  to  give  one  example  : 
the  lord  fames  Audeley,  one  of  the 
firft  knights  of  the  Garter,  obtain- 
ed permiffion  from   the   prince    of 
Wales,  to  begin  the  battle  of  Poic- 
tiers  ;  and,    attended   by  his  four 
faithful   efquires,    performed   pro- 
digies of  valour.     As  foon  as  the 
aftion    was  over,    and   the  viftory 
complete,   the  Prince  inquired  for 
the   lord  Audeley  ;  and  being  in- 
formed,    that  he    lay   dangeroufly 
wounded  at  a  little  diftance,  com- 
manded,   if  it  could  be  done  with 
fafety,    to   bring  him  to   his   tent. 
When   lord  Audeley,    carried  in  a 
litter,  entered,   the'Prince  embrac- 
ed him  in  the  moll  aiFedtionate  man- 
ner ;  declared,  that  he   had    been 
the  beft   doer  in  arms  in    the  bufi- 
nefs  of  that  day  ;  and  made  him  a 
grant  of  500  marks  yearly,   (equi- 
valent  to   about   8,000 1.    at  pre- 
fent),  as  a  reward  of  his  valour. 
Lord  Audeley  accepted  this  noble 
grant  with  the  warmeft  expreflions 


of  gratitude  ;    but  as  foon    as   he 
was  carried  to  his  own  tent,  he  be- 
ftowed  it   on   his   four  brave  and 
faithful  efquires,  without  referving 
any  fhare  of  it   to  himfelf.     The 
prince  applaaded  this  generous  acr 
tion,  and  rewarded  it  with  another 
grant  of  600  marks  a-year.     The 
generofity  of  thofe  times  was  not 
always  fo  wifely  direfled,  but  of. 
ten  degenerated  into   vain   abfurd 
extravagance.    Alexander  III.  king 
of  Scotland,  being  prefent  at  the 
coronation   of  Edward   I.    rode   to 
WeRminfler,  attended  by  one  hun- 
dred   knights,    mounted     on    fine 
horfes,  which  they  let  loofe,  with 
all  their  furniture,  as   foon  as  they 
alighted,  to  be  feized  by  the  po- 
pulace as  their  property.     In  this 
he    was  imitated  by    the   earls  of 
iancafter,    Cornwall,    Glouceller, 
Pembroke,    and    Warrenne,     who 
each  paid  Edward  the  fame  expen- 
five  unprofitable  compliment.    The 
extravagant  ruinous  liberalities  of 
Henry  III.  and   Edward  II.  are  fo 
well  known,  that  they  need  not  be 
mentioned." 


Hofpitality  pf  the  Princes  and  great  Barons,  in  the  fame  Period. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


N  almoft  unlimited  hofpi- 
.    tality  reigned   in   the  pa- 
laces of  princes,  and  the  cafiles  of 


great  barons,  in  the  times  we  are 
now  delineating.  The  courts  of 
iome  of  the  kings  of  England,  in 
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■.his  period,  are  faid  to  have  beea 
Iplendid  and  numerous,  to  a  de- 
gree that  is  hardly  credible,  and 
of  which  no  examples  have  been 
feen  for  feveral  centuries.  That 
of  Richard  II.  is  thus  defcribed  by 
an  hiftorian  of  the  greateft  inte- 
grity :  *'  His  royalty  was  fuch,  that 
wherefoever  he  lay,  his  perfon  was 
guarded  by  two  hundred  Cheihire- 
men  ;  he  had  about  him  thirteen 
bifhops,  befides  barons,  knights, 
efquires,  and  ether  more  than  need- 
ed ;  infomuch,  that  to  the  houfe- 
hold  came  every  day  to  meat  10,000 
people,  as  appeared  by  the  mefles 
told  out  of  the  kitchen  to  300  fer- 
vitors,  <S;c."  We  may  form  Ibme 
idea  of  the  magnificence  and  hof- 
pitality  of  the  opulent  and  power- 
ful barons  of  thofe  times,  from  an 
account  of  the  houfehold  expences 
of  Thomas  earl  of  Lancafter,  for 
A.  D.  1313.  From  that  account 
it  appears,  that  thi5  great  earl  ex- 
pended in  houfe-keeping  thst  year 
no  lefs  than  7309  1.  containing  as 
much  filver  as  21,927!.  equal  in 
efficacy  to  109,635!.  of  our  money 
at  prefent.  The  furprifing  cheap- 
nefs  of  fome  of  the  articles  in  that 
account  gives  us  reafon  to  think, 
that  it  would  even  require  a  much 
greater  fum  than  109,635!.  to  pur- 


chafe  an  equal  quantity  of  prni-i- 
fions  at  this  time.  The  pipe  of 
French  wine  coft  only  17  s.  which, 
according  to  the  above  computa- 
tion, was -equivalent  to  4I.  5  s.  of 
our  money  ;  a  very  inconfiderable 
part  of  its  price  at  prefent.  We 
may  judge  alfoof  the  grandeur  and 
hofpitality  with  which  this  earl 
lived,  and  cf  the  immenfe  quan- 
tities of  provifions  of  all  kinds  that 
were  confumed  in  his  family,  in 
one  year,  from  the  quantity  of  wine, 
which  was  no  lefs  than  371  pipes. 
Other  earls  and  barons,  in  gene- 
ral, fpent  almoft  all  their  revenues, 
and  the  produce  of  their  large  do- 
mains, in  hofpitality  at  their  caiiles 
in  the  country,  v/hich  were  ever 
open  to  ftrangers  of  condition,  as 
well  as  to  their  own  vaHals,  friends, 
and  followers.  This  profufe  ex- 
penfive  hofpitality,  it  would  feem, 
began  to  decline  a  little  towards 
the  conclufion  of  this  period  ;  and 
fome  barons,  infcead  of  dining  al- 
ways in  the  great  hall  with  their 
numerous  dependents,  according  to 
ancient  cuftom,  dined  fometimes  in 
private  parlours,  with  their  own 
families,  and  a  few  familiar  friends. 
But  this  innovation  was  very  unpo- 
pular, and  fubjefted  thofe  who  a- 
doptcd  it  to  much  reproach." 


Romantic  Gallantry  and  Chiv/try,  in  the  Centuries  be- 
fore nicruioncd- 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


Splendid  ollentatious  kind  rons,  knights,  and  efquires,  of  this 
of  gallantry,  expreiTive  of  period.  This  gallantry  appeared 
the  moft  profound  refpcft  and  high-  in  its  greateft  luilre  at  royal  tour- 
eft  admiration  of  the  beauty  and  naments,  and  other  grand  and  fo- 
virtue  of  the  ladies,  waa  ftudied  lemn  feftivals,  at  which  the  ladies 
and   pradiled    by   the  martial   ba-  ihone  in  their  brighteft  ornaments, 
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and,  received  peculiar  honours. 
When  Edward  III.  A.  D.  1344. 
cele'orated  the  magnificent  feaft  of 
the  Round  Table,  at  Windfor,  to 
which  all  the  nobility  of  h's  own 
<lominions,  and  of  the  neighbour- 
ing countries,  had  been  invited, 
queen  Philippa,  and  300  ladies, 
illuflrious  for  their  birth  and  beauty, 
uniformly  drefled  in  the  richelt  ha- 
bits, adorned  that  foiemnity,  and 
were  treated  vviih  the  mod  pomp- 
ous romantic  teftimonies  of  refpeft 
and  admiration.  Many  of  the  moll 
magnificent  tournaments  of  thofe 
times  were  the  effeiSts  of  this  kind 
of  gallantry,  and  were  defigned 
for  the  honour  and  entertainment 
of  the  ladies,  who  appeared  at 
thefefolemnitiesin  prodigious  num- 
bers, and  from  different  countries. 
Sometimes  a  few  brave  and  gallant 
knights  publillied  a  proclamation 
in  their  own,  and  in  feveral  other 
countries,  aflerting  the  fuperior 
beauty  and  virtue  of  the  ladies 
whom  they  loved  ;  and  challeng- 
ing all  who  dared  to  difpute  that 
fuperiority,  to  meet  them  at  a  cer- 
tain time  and  place  to  determine 
the  important  controverfy  by  com- 
bat. Thefe  challenges  were  con- 
ftantly  accepted,  and  produced 
tournaments,  to  which  princes, 
knights,  and  ladies  of  different  na- 
tions crouded.  This  romantic  gal- 
lantry difplayed  itfelf  in  times  of 
war,  as  well  as  peace,  and  amor- 
ous and  youthful  knights  fought  as 
much  for  the  honour  of  their  mi- 
Itrelles,  as  of  their  country.  A 
party  of  Englilh  and  a  party  of 
French  cavalry,  met  near  Cher- 
burg,  A.  D.  1379,  ^^'^  immedi- 
ately prepared  tor  battle.  When 
they  were  on  the  point  of  engag- 
ing, Sir  Lancelot  de  Lorres,  a 
French  knight,  cried  aloud,  that 
he  had  a  more  beautiful  miftrefs 


than  any  of  the  Englifh.  This  was 
denied  by  Sir  John  Copeland,  who 
ran  the  Frenchman  through  the 
body  with  his  fpear,  and  laid  him 
dead  at  his  feet.  When  Edward  III. 
raifed  a  great  army  to  aflert  his 
claim  to  the  crown  of  France,  a  * 
confiderable  number  of  young  En- 
glifli  gentlemen,  put  each  of  them, 
a  patch  upon  one  of  his  eyc^,  mak- 
ing a  folemn  vow  to  his  miftrefs, 
that  he  would  not  take  it  off  till 
he  had  performed  fome  notable  ex- 
ploit in  France,  to  her  honour ; 
and  thefe  gentlemen  (fays  Froif- 
fart)   were  much  admired. 

The  revival  of  chivalry  by  Ed- 
ward I.  and  Edw;ird  III.  contribut- 
ed not  a  little  to  promote  valour, 
munificence,  and  this  fplendid  kind 
of  gallantry,  among  perfons  of  con- 
dition, who  afpired  to  the  honours 
of  icnighthood,  which  were  then 
objcdls  of  ambition  to  the  greatefl 
princes.  An  ingenious  writer,  who 
had  ftudied  this  iubjed  with  the 
greatefl  care,  afHrms  pofitively,  that 
"  all  the  heroic  virtues  which  then 
"  exifled  in  the  feveral  ftates  of 
"  Chrillendom,  were  the  fruits  of 
•'  chivalry."  This  affertion  may 
be  too  ftrong  ;  but  it  cannot  be  de- 
nied, that  the  fpirit  and  the  laws 
of  chivalry  were  friendly  to  the 
caufe  of  virtue.  By  thefe  laws, 
none  but  perfons  of  unfullied  cha- 
racters could  obtain  the  honours  of 
knighthood,  which  were  conferred 
with  much  foiemnity,  on  the  mofl 
public  occafions,  and  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  moft  auguft  affemblies. 
After  the  candidate  had  given  fuf- 
ficient  proofs  of  his  prowefs,  and 
other  virtues,  to  merit  that  diflinc- 
tion,  and  had  prepared  himfelf  for 
receiving  it,  by  faffing,  confefling, 
hearing  maffes,  and  other  ads  of 
devotion,  he  took  an  oath,  confifl- 
ing  of  twenty-fix  articles,  in  which, 
amongll 
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aiTiongrt  otber  things,  he  fvvore, 
that  lie  would  be  a  good,  brave, 
loyal,  jult,  generous,  and  gentle 
knight,  a  champion  of  the  church 
and  clergy,  a  proteclor  of  the  la- 
tlies,  and  a  redreiler  of  the  wrongs 
of  widows  and  orphans.  '1  hofe 
knights  who  acquitted  themfelves 
of  thefe  obligarions  in  an  honour- 
able manner,  were  favoured  by  the 
fair,  and  courted  by  the  great ;  but 
thofe  who  were  guilty  of  bafe  dif- 
honourable  actions,  were  degraded 
with  every  polfible  mark  of  infamy. 
All  this  could  hardly  fail  to  have 
fome  influence  on  the  condudt  of 
thofe  who  were  inveiled  with  that 
dignity ;  though,  from  the  rude- 
iiefs  of  the  times,  and  the  general 
diifolution  of  manners  which  then 
prevailed,  that  influence  was  pro- 
bably  much  lefs  than  might  have 
been  expetled. 

"  Chivalry  declined  in  England 
during  the  inglorious  reigns  of  king 
John  and  Henry  III.  but  revived 
under  Edward  I.  That  prince  was 
one  of  the  moft  accompliflied  knights 
of  the  age  in  which  he  flourifhed, 
and  both  delighted  and  excelled  in 
feats  of  chivalry.  It  is  a  fufficient 
proof  of  this,  that  when  he  was  on 
his  return  from  the  Holy  Land, 
after  his  father's  death,  and  knew 
that  his  prefence  was  ardently  defir- 
ed  in  England,  he  accepted  an  in- 
vitation to  a  tournament  at  Chalons 
in  Burgundy.  At  that  famous  tour- 
nament, which  terminated  in  a  real 
battle,  he  difplayed  his  valour  and 
dexterity  to  great  advantage,  and 
gained  a  complete  viftory.  Ed- 
ward   111.  was  no    lefs  fond  of  chi- 


valry, and  encouraged  it  both  by 
his  example  and  munificence.  In 
this  he  was  influenced  bv  policy,  as 
well  as  inclination.  Having  form- 
ed the  defign  of  alTerting  his  claim 
to  the  crown  of  France,  he  labour- 
ed to  infpire  his  own  fubjefts  with 
a  bold  enterpriting  fpu-ir,  and 
to  entice  as  many  valiant  foreigners 
as  poffible  into  his  fervice.  With 
this  view  he  celebrated  leveral  pom- 
pous tournaments,  to  which  he  in- 
vited all  ftrangers  who  delighted  in 
feats  of  arms,  entertained  them  with 
the  moft  flowing  hofpitality,  and 
loaded  fuch  of  them  as  excelled  in 
thefe  martial  fports  with  honours 
and  rewards,  in  order  to  attach  them 
to  his  perfon,  and  engage  them  to 
fight  in  his  caufe.  With  the  fame 
view,  and  about  the  fame  time,  he 
founded  the  moll  honourable  order 
of  the  Garter;  of  which  his  own 
heroic  fon  the  Black  Prince  was  the 
firft  knight,  and  all  the  firll  com- 
panions were  perfons  famous  for 
their  victories  at  tournaments,  and 
in  real  wars.  Philip  de  Valois,  king 
of  France,  was  fo  much  alarmed  at 
thefe  proceedings  of  his  powerful 
rival,  that  he  fet  up  a  round  table 
at  Paris,  in  oppofition  to  that  at 
Windfor,  and  endeavoured  to  ren- 
der his  tournaments  more  fplendid 
than  thofe  of  Edward,  in  order  to 
attraft  a  greater  number  of  foreign 
knights,  that  he  might  retain  them 
in  his  fervice.  In  a  word,  chivaL 
ry,  which  is  now  an  object  of  lidi- 
cu!e,  was,  in  thofe  times,  a  mattei 
of  the  greateft  moment,  and  had  no 
little  influence  on  the  manners  of 
mankind,  and  the  fate  of  nations." 
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Some  ACCOUNT  of  the  MANNERS  of  the  INHABITANTS 
of  CONNECTICUT. 

[From  the  General  History  of  Connecticut.] 


"  ^^  R  AVITY  and  a  ferlous  de- 
\jr  portment,  together  with 
fliynefs  and  bafhfuhiefs,  generally  at- 
tend the  firil  communications  with 
the  inhabitants  of  Connedticut  ;  but, 
after  a  ftiort  acquaintance,  they  be- 
come very  familiar  and  inquifitivc 

about     news. Who     are    you, 

whence  come  you,  where  going, 
what  is  your  bufinefs,  and  what 
your  religion  ?  They  do  not  conii- 
der  thefe  and  fimilat  queftions  as 
impertinent,  and  confequtntly  ex- 
pert a  civil  anfwer.  When  the 
ilranger  has  fatisfitd  their  curiofity, 
they  will  treat  him  with  all  the  hof- 
pitahty  in  their  power,  and  great 
caution  mull  beobferved  to  get  quit 
of  them  and  their  houfes  without 
giving  them  offence.  It  the  llranger 
has  crofs  and  difficult  roads  to  tra- 
vel, they  will  go  with  him  till  all 
danger  is  paft,  without  fee  or  re- 
ward. The  ftranger  has  nothing  to 
do  but  civilly  to  fay,  '  Sir,  I  thank 
you,  and  will  call  upon  you  when 
I  return.'  He  muft  not  fay,  '  God 
blefs  you,  I  fhall  be  glad  to  fee  you 
at  my  houfe,"  unlefs  he  is  a  minif- 
ter  ;  becaufe  they  hold,  that  the 
words  '  God  blefs  you'  ftiould  not 
be  fpoken  by  common  people  ;  and 
*  I  fliall  be  glad  to  fee  you  at  my 
houfe'  they  look  upon  as  an  infin- 
cere  compliment  paid  them  for  what 
they  do  out  of  duty  to  the  llranger. 
Their  hofpitality  is  highly  exempla- 
ry ;  they  arc  hnccre  in  it,  and  reap 
great  pleafure  by  refledting  that  per- 
haps they  have  entertained  angels. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  George  Whiteficld, 
in  one  ot  his   fermons,  gave  them 


the  following  charafter:  '  I  have 
found,'  faid  he,  '  the  people  of 
Connecticut  the  wifelf  of  any  upon 
the  continent — they  are  the  beft 
friends  and  the  worlf  enemies — they 
are  hair-brained  bigots  on  all  fides 
— and  they  may  be  compared  to  the 
horfe  and  mule  without  bit  and 
bridle.  In  other  colonies  I  have 
paid  for  my  food  and  lodging  ;  but 
could  never  fpend  one  penny  in  fruit- 
ful Connedticut,  whole  banks  flow 
with  milk  and  honey,  and  whofe 
fons  and  daughters  never  fail  to  feed 
and  refrefli  the  weary  traveller  'with- 
out money  and  nviihout  price. 

On  Saturday  evenings  the  people 
look  four  and  fad  :  on  the  Sabbath, 
they  appear  to  have  loft  their  deareft 
friends,  are  almoft  fpeechlefs,  and 
walk  foftly  ;  they  even  obferve  it 
with  more  exadtnefs  than  ever  did 
the  Jews.  A  quaker  preacher  told 
them,  with  much  truth,  that  they 
worflilpped  the  Sabbath,  and  not 
the  God  of  the  Sabbath. 

*'  The  people  are  extremely  tondof 
Grangers  palfmg  through  the  colony, 
but  very  averfe  to  foreigners  fettling 
among  them  ;  which  few  have  done 
without  ruin  to  their  charadters  and 
fortunes  by  detradion^and  law  fuits, 
unlei's  recommended  as  men  of 
grace  by  fome  known  and  reverend 
republican  proteftant  in  Europe, 

"  Amidftallthedarknefs  of  fuper^ 
ftition  that  furrounds  the  ifatc,  the 
humanity  it  {hews  to  poor  Grangers 
feized  with  ficknefs  in  the  colony, 
or  to  fuch  perfons  as  arc  fhipwreck- 
edupon  its  coalb,  (hines  with  diftin- 
guiihed  luifre.  Thefe  unfortunate, 
futferers 
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fufferers  are  immediately  provided 
with  neccllaries  of  every  kind,  by 
order  of  the  felectmen,  whofe  ex- 
pences  are  rcimburfcd  out  of  the  co- 
lony treafury. 

"  Eftates  in  Connefticutpafs  from 
generation  to  generation  by  gavel- 
kind ;  lb  that  there  are  few  perfons, 
excepting  of  the  labouring  clafs,  who 
have  not  freeholds  of  their  own  to 
cultivate.  A  general  mediocrity  of 
ilation  being  thus  conftitutionally 
promoted,  it  is  no  wonder  that  the 
rich  man  is  defpifed  and  the  poor 
rarin's  bleffing  is  his  poverty.  In 
no  part  of  the  world  aic  ks  petlts 
and  les  grands  fo  much  upon  a  par  as 
here,  where  none  of  the  people  are 
deftituteof  the  conveniences  of  life, 
and  the  fpirit  of  Independence. 
From  their  infancy,  their  education 
as  citizens  point  out  no  diflincStion 
between  licentioufnefs  and  liberty  ; 
and  their  religion  is  fo  mufRed  with 
fuperftition,  lelf-love,  and  provin- 
cial enmity,  as  not  yet  to  have  taught 
them  that  humility  and  refpeft  for 
others,  which  from  others  they  de- 
mand. Notwithftanding  thefe  ef- 
fefts  of  the  levelling  plan,  there 
are  many  exceptions  to  be  found, 
in  the  province,  of  gentlemen  of 
large  eftates  and  generous  princi- 
ples. 

"  The  people  commonly  travel  on 
horfeback  ;  and  the  ladies  are  ca- 
pable of  teaching  their  neighbours 
the  art  of  horfemanfliip.  There  are 
few  coaches  in  the  colony  ;  but  ma- 
ny chailes  and  whilkeys.  In  the 
winter  the  flcigh  is  ufed  ;  a  vehicle 
drawn  by  two  horfes,  and  carrying 
fix  perfons  in  its  box,  which  hangs 


on  four  ports  (landing  on  two  fteel 
fiiders,  or  large  fcates. 

"  Dancing,  Hfliing,  hunting,  fca- 
ting,  and  riding  in  fleighs  on  the 
ice,  arc  all  the  amufements  allowed 
in  the  colony. 

•'  Themen  in  general,  throughout 
the  province,  are  tall,  ftout,  and  ro- 
buil.  The  greatell:  care  is  taken  of 
the  limbs  and  bodies  of  infants, 
which  are  kept  flrait  by  means  of  a 
board  ;  a  praftice  learnt  of  the  In- 
dian women,  who  abhor  all  crook- 
ed people  :  fo  that  deformity  is  here 
a  rarity.  Another  cuftom  derived 
from  the  Indians  is,  to  welcome  a 
new  born  infant  into  the  world  with 
urine  and  honey,  the  effects  of 
which  are  wonderful ;  and  hence  it 
is  that  at  groanings  there  are  always 
a  little  boy  and  a  rattle-fnake's  Ikin, 
the  latter  of  which  prevents  nurab- 
nefs  and  the  cramp.  The  women 
are  fair,  handfome,  genteel.  They 
have,  indeed,  adopted  various  cuf- 
toms  of  the  Indian  women ;  but 
cannot  learn,  like  them,  how  to  fup- 
port  the  pains  of  child-bearing 
without  a  groan. 

"  The  women  of  Conne6licut  are 
fl:ri6lly  virtuous,  and  to  be  compa- 
red to  the  prude  rather  than  the  Eu- 
ropean polite  lady.  They  are  not 
permitted  to  read  plays ;  cannot 
converfe  about  whift,  quadrille, 
or  operas ;  but  will  freely  talk  upon 
the  fubjefts  of  hiftory,  geography, 
and  the  mathematics.  They  are 
great  cafuifts  and  polemical  divines; 
and  I  have  known  not  a  few  of  them 
fo  well  fliilled  in  Greek  and  Latin, 
as  often  to  put  to  the  blulli  learned 
eentlemen." 
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Some  ACCOUNT  of  the  INHABITANTS  and  PRODUCTIONS 
of  the  SANDWICH  ISLtS. 


[From  the  Journal   of  Captain  Cook's  lall  Voyage  to  the    Pacific 

Ocean  ] 


♦'  -T^HESE  1  (lands,  ',^-!nch  Ue  In 
S  the  iLUtude  of  21  deg. 
44  min.  N.  and  in  long.  199  E.  are 
not,  in  beauty  and  fenility,  inferior 
to  the  Friendly  lilands  in  the  fouth- 
ern  hemifphere,  nor  are  the  inhahi- 
tants  lefs  in'jenlous  or  civilized. 
Excepting  the  firit  quarrel  that  hap- 
pened, we  had  not  the  leaft  ditference 
with  any  of  them  during  our  flay. 
What  they  had  to  difpofe  of  they 
parted  with  upon  the  eafieft  terms  ; 
nor  did  they  feem  fo  thievilhly  in- 
clined as  thofe  on  the  other  fide  the 
ime. 

"  The  men  in  thefe  idands  are 
of  the  middle  fii:e,  of  a  dark  com- 
plexion, not  much  tattowed,  but  of 
a  lively  open  countenance.  7  hev 
were  no  otherwife  clothed  than 
decency  required,  and  what  they 
had  on  appeared  to  be  of  their  own 
manufacture,  of  which  there  were 
various  fabricks,  and  of  a  variety  of 
colours.  Some  were  made  with 
borders  exaftly  refembling  cover- 
lids, and  others  appeared  like  printed 
cottons  :  and,  befides  cloth,  they 
had  many  other  articles  which 
flrewed  that  they  had  artificers 
among  them,  not  wanting  in  inge- 
nuity. One  peculiarity  we  obferved 
among  the  men,  and  that  was  in  the 
cut  of  their  hair,  which  rhev  trim- 
med up  to  a  ridge  along  their  heads, 
in  form  like  what,  in  horfes  manes, 
is  called  hogging.  Others  again 
wore  it  long,  plaiting  it  in  tails, 
which  hung  below  the  waifl  :  and 
thele  we  took  for  marks  of  dlllinc- 
tion  among  them,     /lUJ  io  tiiis,  a 


kind  of  fhort  cloak  worn  by  their 
chiefs,  in  fhape  like  thole  worn  by 
the  ladies  in  England,  and  com- 
pofed  of  moft  beautiful  feathers, 
ranged  in  rows,  one  over  another, 
and  narrowing  from  the  lower  bor- 
der till  they  terminate  in  a  kind  of 
net-work  round  the  neck.  The 
women  in  general  have  (hock  hair, 
which  they  were  at  great  pains  to 
ornament.  They  had  large  holes 
in  thpir  ears,  thrft,  filled  as  they 
were,  with  moft  beautifully  coloured 
fliells  made  up  in  clufters,  ferved 
for  jewels,  and  had  no  bad  efFeft. 
'!  heir hcad-d refs confided ot  wreathes 
of  fiov.'ers,  decorated  with  feathers, 
chiefly  red  ;  and  having,  in  general, 
lively  piercing  black  eyes,  white 
teeth,  fmdl  features,  and  round 
faces,  were  not  a  little  inviting,  had 
not  capt.  Cook's  fevere  prohibition 
put  a  check  to  the  predominant  paf- 
fion  of  our  men. 

"  {  heir  drefs,  upon  the  whole, 
was  more  decent  than  that  of  the 
men,  and  few  were  without  neck- 
laces and  bracelets,  of  which  they- 
feemed  vei^v  tond,  and  for  which  our 
ftrings  of  bc-.ids  were  well  fuited. 

"  Their  manufaftiires  the  peo- 
ple freelv  fold  for  nails,  hatchets, 
fcilTars,  Isnives,  or  iron  inllruments 
of  any  kind  ;  glafs  bowls  was  a  va- 
luable article,  lb  were  beads,  but- 
tons, looklng-glafles,  china-cups, 
and  in  fliort  any  of  our  European 
commodities. 

"  Excepting  the  fugar-cane,  which 
appeared  indigenous  to  thefe  iflands, 
and  which   were  rare  in    ihofe    on 

the 
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the  other  fide  the  line,  their  pro- 
duce VV3S  much  the  fame  ;  only  the 
cocoa-nuts  were  by  no  means  fo 
large,  nor  in  fo  great  plenty  here 
as  at  the  Friendly  Ides," 

"  Wood  was  not  to  be  purchafed 
in  plenty,  nor  did  we  ftand  much 
in  need  of  that  article. 

"  Hogs,  dogs,  ducks,  and  poultry 
were  here  in  greater  abundance  than 
on  the  other  fide  the  line,  but  their 
plantations  were  not  fo  beautifully 
ranged,  nor  fo  well  cultivated. 
The  houfes  here  are  warmer  as  the 
air  is  colder.  They  are  built  tent- 
fafliion,  and  are  covered  from  top  to 
bottom. 

"  There  fcems  indeed  a  remark- 
able conformity  between  thefe  ifl^nds 
and  thofe  of  theoppolite  hemifphere, 
not  only  in  their  lituation,  but  in 
their  number,  and  in  the  manners, 
cuftoms,  arts,  and  manufadures  of 
the  inhabitants,  though  it  can  fcarce- 
ly  be  imagined,  that  they  could  ever 
have  any   communication,    as   the 


globe  is  now  conllltuted,  being  tt 
moie  than  2000  miles  dil^ance  one 
irom  the  other,  with  very  little  dry 
land  between.  From  obferving  this 
general  conformity  among  the  tro- 
pical iilanders,  foine  have  been  led 
to  believe,  that  the  whole  middle 
region  of  the  earth  was  once  one 
entile  continent,  and  that  what 
is  now  the  Great  South  Pacific 
ocean,  was,  in  the  beginning,  the 
paradife  of  the  world  :  but  whoever 
would  \v\(h  to  hear  more  on  this 
fubjeft,  will  do  well  to  read  Bur- 
net's Theory  of  the  Earth,  where, 
if  he  does  not  find  arguments  folid 
enough  to  convince  his  reafon,  he 
will  meet  with  realbning  fufficiently 
plaulible  to  amufe  his  fancy." 

We  have  contented  ourfelves 
with  only  one  fhort  extraft  from 
this  anonymous  work,  becaufe  we 
wait  for  the  more  complete  and  au- 
thoritative relation  of  Capt.  Cook's 
Voyage,  which  is  to  bepubllilied  by 
Capt.  King, 
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CHARACTER  of  EURIPIDES,    and  REMARKS  in  Favour 
of  the   GREEK   TRAGEDIES. 

rFrom  the  Preface  to  the  firft  Volume  of  Mr.  Potter's  Translatiok 
of  the  Tragedies  of  Euripides. 


"  y^Ftheoriginof  the  Greek  Dra- 
\^  ma,  and  its  perfection  under 
the  three  great  maflers,  ^fchyhis, 
Sophocles,  and  Euripides,  enough 
has  been  faid  in  the  preface  to  the 
tranflation  of  ^Efchj^lus,  where  their 
comparative  merit  is  dated  and  ac- 
counted for.  Euripides  was  to 
^Jchylus  what  Rafaelle  was  to  Mi- 
chael Angelo  :  in  iEfchylus  all  isin- 
fplration  ;  his  genius  is  bold  and  fie^ 
rv  ;  his  ideas  are  vaft  and  fublime  ; 
his  perfons  are  a  fupreme  order  of 
beings.  -Euripides  owed  more  to  ftu- 
dv,  but  it  was  chiefly  the  ftudy  of 
nature  ;  his  genius  is  bright  and 
olowing  ;  his  images  are  vivid  and 
deeply  impveffed  ;  his  charafters  de- 
figned  with  propriety,  and  fupported 
with  dignity  :  but  he  is  chiefly  dif- 
tinf^uiflied  from  all  other  writers  by 
the  purity  and  copioufnefs  of  his 
moral  fcntiments,  and  his  irrefiftible 
power  in  moving  the  tender  paf- 
lions  :  for  the  firli  he  was  indebted 
to  his  education  under  Prodicns  and 
Anaxagoras,  and  his  friendfhip  with 
Socrates  ;  the  latter  he  drew  from  his 
own  heart :  what  he  felt  warmly,  he 
painted  pathetically  ;  like  our  own 
Spenfer 

He  fteepM  in  tears  the  piteous  lines  he  wrote, 
The  tcnd'reilbard  that  e'er  empaffion'dlbng. 


"  If  we  may  with  reafon  and  truth 
■form  this  judgment  of  the  drama  of 
Euripides,  we  muft  be  furprifed  and 
forry  to  find  a  very  refpe£table  critic 
exprefling  himfelf  in  thefe  words, 
"  Greek  tragedies  are  more  aitive 
than  fentiraental  ;  they  contain  ma- 
ny fenfible  reiledions  on  morals, 
manners,  and  upon  life  in  general  j 
but  no  fentiments  excepting  what  are 
plain  and  obvious.  The  fubjei?ts  are  of 
the  fimpleil:  kind,  fuch  as  give  rife 
to  the  paffions  of  hope,  tear,  love,  ha- 
tred, envy,  and  revenge,  in  their 
moft  ordinary  exertions :  no  intri- 
cate nor  delicate  fituation  to  occafion 
anv  fingular  emotion  ;  no  gradual 
fwelling  and  fubiiding  ot  palTion; 
an.i  feldom  any  conflict:  between  dif- 
ferent pailions.  I  would  not  however 
be  underftood  as  meaning  to  depre- 
ciate Greek  tragedies.  They  are 
indeed  wonderful  produttions  of  ge- 
nius, confidering  that  the  Greeks  at 
that  period  were  but  beginning  to 
emerge  from  roughnefs  and  barbarity 
into  a  tafle  for  literature.  Thecom- 
pofitions  of  Efchylus,  Sophocles, 
and  Euripides,  muithave  been  highly 
reliflied  among  a  people  who  had  no 
idea  of  any  thing  more  perfeft.  We 
iudge  by  comparlfon,  and  every 
work  is  held  to  beperfed  that  has  no 
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rival.  It  ought  at  the  fame  time  to 
be  kept  in  view,  that  it  was  not  the 
ilialogue  which  chiefly  enchanted  the 
Athenians,  nor  variety  in  the  paf- 
fions  reprefented,  nor  pcrfcftion  in 
the  adors,  but  machinery  and  pom- 
pous decoration,  joined  with  cxqui- 
fite  mufic.  1  hat  thefe  particuhirs 
were  carried  to  the  greateft  height, 
we  may  with  certainty  conchide  from 
the  extravagant  funis  bellowed  upon 
thein  :  the  exhibiting  a  fingle  trage- 
dy was  more  cxpenfivc  to  the  Athe- 
nians than  their  fleet  or  their  army 
in  any  fingle  campaign.  "  Sketches 
of  the  Hillory  of  Man,  vol.  i, 
p.  141. 

•'  Let  it  not  be  deemed  pedantry, 
or  an  affeftation  of  admiring  the 
writers  of  ancient  Greece,  but  im- 
partial juilice,  to  obferve,  that  if  the 
Greek  tragedies  were  more  active 
than  fenti'.nental,  thofe  great  poets 
perfeftly  knew  their  province;  for 
tragedy,  as  Arillotle  defines  it,  is 
the  imitation  of  an  aftion.  The 
finiplicity  of  the  fubjeft  conilitutes 
one  of  their  principal  excellencies  : 
and  from  that  fimpic  fubjeft  to  give 
rife  to  the  paffions,  is  a  proof  of 
their  power  :  whether  thefe  pallions 
were  called  forth  only  in  their  moft 
ordinary  exertions,  whether  no  de- 
licate fituation  occafioned  any  lingu- 
lar emotion,  whether  there  is  no 
gradual  fwelling  and  fubliding  of 
paffion,  no  conflicfi:  between  different 
paffions,  the  Englifh  reader  will  be 
able  to  determine  from  reading  any 
one  of  thefe  tragedies,  particularly 
the  empaflipned  charaders  of  PhiE- 
dra  and  INIedca,  and  probably  will 
be  enchanted  with  the  dialogue  and 
the  variety  in  the  paffions  reprefent- 
ed. The  age  which  produced,  be- 
fides  thefe  tragic  poets,  Pindar,  Si- 
monides,  Prodicus,  Anaxagoras, 
the  accomplifhed  Pericles,  Socrates, 
and  many  other  great  men,  could 


not  be  but  beginning  to  emerge 
from  roughnefs  and  barbarity  into  a 
tajle  for  literature;  Athens  was  ra- 
ther, at  that  time,  advanced  to  its 
highelf  perfe6tion  in  all  the  polite 
arcs  :  it  is  not  a  proof  of  the  barba- 
rifm  of  that  people,  that  they  had 
no  idea  of  any  thing  more  perfe^ 
than  the  compofitions  of  jEfchyhis, 
Sophocles,  and  Euripides ;  if  it  is, 
the  barbaiifm  yet  remains.  That 
the  mulic,  which  accompanied  thefe 
tragedies,  was  fo  exquifite  rts  fome 
imagine,  "  who  have  formed  a  ro- 
mantic idea  of  ancient  mufic  upon 
the  exaggerated  accounts  ol  its  ef- 
lefts,  wliich  they  have  read  in  old 
authors,"  will  not  be  readily  allow- 
ed ;  "  with  all  the  fimplicity  of 
their  mufic,  the  poets  themfelves 
being  able  to  fet  their  own  pieces, 
and  to  fing  them  fo  well  to  the  fatif- 
factinn  of  the  public,  is  to  a  perfeft 
judge  a  certain  proof  that  their  mu- 
fic had  not  only  fewer  difficulties, 
but  fewer  excellencies  tlnm  the  mo- 
dern." Their  machinery  and  de- 
coration were  indeed  magnificent  ; 
but  it  muft  not  be  fuppofed  that  the 
exhibiting  a  fingle  tragedy  was  more 
exfcnfive  to  the  Athenians  than 
their  fleet  or  their  army  in  any  litir 
gle  campaign.  The  authority  of  De- 
mofthcnes  will  probably  be  thought 
decifive  :  he  f  lys,  that  the  Atheni- 
ans expended  more  money  upon  the 
Panathena^an  and  Dionyfian  fealls, 
than  upon  any  one  of  their  naval 
expeditions  ;  in  Philipp.  I,  The  Pa- 
natht-na?a  continued  feveral  days, 
and  confifted  ol  various  entertain- 
ments, races  of  both  men  and 
horfes,  gyinnafiic  exercifes,  mufical 
contefts,  pyrrhick  dances,  a  nauma- 
chium,  pompous  proceffions,  and  at 
the  end  a  coftly  facrifice,  at  which 
the  whole  aflembly  was  feaftcd : 
dramatic  exhibitions  made  but  one 
part  ot  thefe  expcnfive  fhows,  und 
F  4  in 
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in  thefe  each  poet  who  contended  for 
the  crown,  and  many  contended, 
was  obliged  to  prefent  three  trage- 
dies and  a  fatiric  piece  :  it  might 
therefore  be  curious  to  calculate  the 
expence  of  exhibiting  a  fingle  tra- 
gedy, and  probably  it  would  come 
out  much  lefs  than  that  of  bringing 
a  new  play  upon  our  fiage.— Had 


thefe  obfervations  fallen  from  the 
pen  ol  an  obfcure  writer,  they 
would  have  been  fuftered  to  fink  ia 
oblivion  ;  but  the  well-acquired  re- 
putation of  the  author  of  the 
Sketches  of  the  Hiltoiy  of  Man 
makes  it  proper  to  take  this  notice 
of  them." 


On  the  Luminous  Splendour  of  the  Pagan  Divinities,  and  on 
the  Idea  of  the  fatal  Confc-quences,  arifing  to  Mortals,  from  the 
Prefence  of  thefe  celcdial  Vifitants. 

[From  Mr.  Jodrell's  Illustrations  of  Euripides.] 


ERSE  1 5 p. 

'Ai&ijAtoi'  K^o^ttitrov  £H'p«fr;«t  Sj«»j 


What  God  above  the  hallow'ddomc 
unveils 
16C4.    His    radiaat   face,  that  fiiines  an- 
oLh:r  fun  ? 

*'  Wemay  collect  from  the cxpref- 
fion  in  this  and  the  following  lines, 
tiie  fublime  idea,  which  the  Gre- 
cians entertained  of  the  awful  pre- 
fence of  their  pagan  divinities,  and 
of  the  fatal  confeq-aences  arifing  to 
the  fpeftaror  from  the  appearance 
of  them  :  here  Ion  alludes  to  that 
luminous  fplendour,  dazzling  with 
its  irradiation,  and  to  the  danger  of 
beholding  this  heavenly  vifitant. 
Thus  Achilles,  when  Minerva  ap- 
pears to  him  in  order  to  appeafe  his 
refentment  againft  Agamemnon,  is 
artonifhed  at  her  celefllal  afped,  and 
the  terrible  appearance  of  her  eyes. 

Atnx  at  cl  otxje  cpcia.i>^i¥   (II.  I.  v,  230.' 

It  is  by  this  peculiar  fymbol  of  di- 
■vine  light,  and  by  the  brilliant 
luftre  of  her  glittering  eves,  that 
Kfkna  difc'jvers  Venus,  where'  flie 


mentions  her  oji/jw,a)a  p,ap^,«ipcvl«  :  and 
thus  Minerva  in  her  defcent  is  com- 
pared by  Homer  to  a  glancing  ftar, 
whofe  trail  of  light  emits  many 
fparkles,  while  all  the  fpettators  are 
confounded  at  the  awful  fight  of 
the  goddefs, 

0i//,?O5  ^'  i'^tii  tla-o^ouilee,;.  (11.  V.  79.) 

The  Romans  borrowed  this  idea 
of  divine  effulgence  from  the  Gra:- 
cians  :  thus  Virgil  fays  of  Venus, 

Rofea  cervicc  refulfit.    (JEn.  i.  v.  406.) 

And  in  another  palTage  he  reprefents 
the  fame  goddeis, 

Cum  mihi  fe  non  ante  oculis  tarn  clara 
videndam 

Ojtulit,  &  pura  per  nodtem  in  luce  re- 
fulfit 

Alma  parens,  confeffa  deam.      (V.  591.) 

He  alfo  paints  Pallas  in  the  fatal 
night  of  Troy,  when  revealed  to 
-£neas,  as 

Nimbo  ciTulgens.     (iEn.  2.  v.  616.) 

His  Juno  is  difcovered  in  her  dif- 
g\afe  ot  fierce  by  the  glowing  fvm- 

'bol 
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bol  of  her  eyes  among  other  marks 
of  di villi ry, 

Divini  figna  decoris 
Ardentefque notate  otulos.  {JEn.  5.  648.) 

"  We  will  now  confider  the  fa- 
tal confequences  arifing  from  the 
prefence  of  thefe  divinities ;  and 
thele  were  to  be  dreaded,  unlefs  up- 
on particular  occafions,  as  Ion  here 
qualifies  the  expreffion.  This  ob- 
fervation  will  enable  us  to  anfwer  a 
quellion,  ilarted  by  the  En-^lilli 
cominenraror  on  the  following  hnes 
of  the  Odyfley, 

The  prince  o'eraw'd 
Scarce  lifts  his  eyes,  and  bows  as  to  a  god. 
(B   16.  V.  195.) 

Here  Ulyfies,  adorned  by  Miner- 
va with  divine  graces,  difcovers  him 


nion  ?"  I  rely,  that  this  pafTage  in 
Euripides,  where  Ion  exclaimj,  "  let 
us  fly,  O  mother,  that  we  may  not 
behold     the  deity,"    demunltrares, 
that  the   Grascian  idea  of  the  dan- 
ger ol  a  divine  prefence  is  fupported 
by  evidence  ;  nor  is  it   irreconcile- 
able  with  the  following  obfervations 
of  the    Englifli    comn.entator,  who 
continues  to  afl'cit,  "  the  contrary 
is  manifelf  almoll  to  a  demonftration : 
the  gods  are  introduced  almoft   in 
every  book  both   of  the    Iliad  and 
Odyfley  ;  and  yet  there   is  not  the 
leail  foundation  for  fuch  anaflertion : 
nay,  Telemachus  himfelf  in  the  fc- 
cond  book,  returns  thanks  to  Mi- 
nerva  for  appearing   to   him,    and 
prays  for  a  fecond  vifion.     It  is  not 


J- li.- •     .1-     1  J  r  T7  1  •.     to   be    imatfuied    that    Telemachus 

felt  HI  the  lods:e   of  Eumjeus  to  his  u    1      ^         r       j      1  • 

would  have  prererred  this  pray- 
er, if  the  prefence  of  the  deity 
denoted  death,  or  fome  great  cala- 
mity ;  and  all  the  heroes  through- 
out the  Iliad  eifeem  fuch  inter- 
courfes  as  their  glory,  and  con- 
verfe  with  the  gods  without  any 
apprehenfions  "  in  anfuer  to  this 
objedion  we  may  reply,  that  thcfc 
heathen  deities,  when  they  honour- 
ed mortals  with  their  vihts,  gene- 
rally diveiled  themielves,  as  far  as 
they  were  able,  of  their  divine  ra- 


fon  Telemachus, 

0«jt*t»j3"f  at  fjnv  ^tXof  L'o; 

eijj.  (11.  16.  V.  179.) 
The  original  expreffion  literally  im- 
plies, "  that  the  fon  is  aftonilhed  at 
him,  and  calts  his  eyes  through  fear 
on  the  other  fide,  lelt  he  fliould  be  a 
God."  But  the  commentator  re- 
marks, "  This  fear  of  Telemachus, 
according  to  Dacier,  proceeds  trom 
the  opinion  ot  the  an:ients  :  when 
the  gods  came  down  vilibly,  they 
thovight  themfelves  lb  unworthy  of 
fuch  a  manifeftation,  that  whenever 
it  happened,  they  believed  they 
fhould  die,  or  meet  with  I'ome  great 
calamity  :  thus  the  ifraelites  addrefs 


diance,  and  ot  their  formidable  at- 
tributes :  but  I  conceive,  there  al- 
ways was  a  religious  awe,  accompa- 
nied with  a  reverential  fear,  natu- 
rally attached  to  the  fubfime  idea  of 
the  vilion  of  a  fuperior  being  :  thus 


Mofes,  "  Speak  thou  to  us,  and  we  Homer  alferts,  that  tl\e  gods,  when 

will  hear;     but  let   not  the  Lord  they  appear  maniteft,  are  dreadrul, 

fpeaktous,   left  we  die."  Thus  alfo  ^  .      v  j>  ci   v      /     ^     . 

Gideon  :  "  Alas  !  O  Lord,  my  God,  ^='^'''''  ^'  •^'^'  (p«*«^6«|  ^^cc^y.T^. 
becaufe  I  have  feen  an  angel  of  the  ^       20.  v.  234  ) 

Lord   face   to    face,  and  the    Lord  And  Callimachus,  in  his  hymn  on 

faid  to  him,  fearnot,  thou  fli;ilt  not  the  bath   of  Pallas,  exprefsly    fays, 

die."     Hence  it  is  very  evident  that  that  "  whoever  beholds  an  immor- 


this  notion  prevailed  among  the 
Ifraelites :  but  how  does  it  appear 
that  the  Greeks  held  the  fame  opi- 


tal  god,  contrary  to  the  inclination  of 
that  deiry,  pays  a  fevere  penalty  for 
the  fatal  vie>v  :* 

"Of 
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'    '  '  ^V.  10;..) 

That  this  was  the  Oriental  notion 
appears  from  a  variety  of  other  paf- 
fages,  befides  thofe aheady  cited  by 
Dacier:  "  the  Lord  faid  unto  Mo- 
fes,  Thou  canll;  not  fee  my  face,  for 
there  fhall  no  man  fee  me  and  live." 
*'  We  (hall  furely  die,  fays  Manoah 
vinto  his  wife,  becaufe  we  have  feen 
God  :  a  man  of  God  came  unto  me, 
nnd  his  countenance  was  like  the 
angel  of  God,  very  terrible."  Thus 
Daniel  fell  upon  his  face,  when  he 
faw  the  vifion  :  and  Saul  alfo  tell 
to  the  earth,  when  fuddenly  there 
fhined  round  about  him  a  a  light 
from  heaven,"      According  to  this 


noble  conception  of  divine  efftil- 
CTcnce,  when  the  Raphael  of  Mil- 
ton defccnds  to  Paradil'e,  Adam  ex- 
claims to  Eve, 

What  glorious  fhiipe 
Conies  this  way  moving ;  iccms  another 

morn 
Ris'n  on  midnoon.  (B.  5.  v.  311-) 

This  bears  a  great  refemblance  to 
the  a^9)7^lov  7rf-oc-a.7rov,  or  the  counte- 
nance luminous  ^s  the  fun,  in  Eu- 
ripides :  but  our  Englifli  poet  has 
fofeened  the  horror  of  Michael's 
appearance  to  Adam  after  his  fall, 
for  he  paints  the  niajefty  of  this  hea- 
venly vifitant. 

Yet  not  terrible, 
But  folcnin  and  fublime. 

(Par.  Loft,  b.  xi.  1.  236.) 


Plan  of  the  GEO  R  G  I  C  S   of    V  I  Pv  G  I L. 

[From  the  late  Mr.  Harris's  Philological  Inquiries.] 


"  TT*  VER Y  legitimate  work  (hould 
JlL/  be  one,  as  much  as  a  veget- 
able, or  an  animal ;  and,  to  be. one 
like  them,  it  ftiould  be  a  whole, 
confifting  of  parts,  and  be  in  no- 
thing redundant,  in  nothing  defici- 
ent. The  difference  is,  the  whole 
of  an  animal,  or  a  vegetable,  con- 
fifts  of  parts,  which  exifi;  at  once  : 
the  whole  of  an  oration,  or  a  poem, 
as  it  muft  be  either  heard  or  perufed, 
confifts  of  parts  not  taken  at  once, 
but  in  a  due  and  orderly  iucceflion. 

*'  Thedefcriptionot  fuch  a  whole 
is  perfe^ly  fimple,  but  not,  for 
that  limplicity,  the  Icfs  to  be  ap- 
proved. 

"  A  whole,  wc  are  informed, 
fliould  have  a  beginning,  middle, 
and  end.  If  we  doubt  this,  let  us 
fuppofe  a  compolition  to  want  them  : 


— would  not  the  very  vulgar  fay, 
it  had  neither  head  nor  tail  > 

"  Nor  are  the  conrtitutive  parts, 
though  equally  fimple  in  their  dc- 
fcription,  for  that  reafon  lefs  found- 
ed in  truth.  A  beginning  is  that, 
which  nothing  necefi'arily  precedes, 
but  which  fomcthing  naturally  foU 
lows.  An  end  is  that,  which  no- 
thing naturally  follows,  but  which 
fomething  neceflarilv  precedes.  A 
middle  is  that,  which  fomething 
precedes,  to  diltinguifli  it  from  a 
beginning;  and  which  fomething 
follows  todillinguilhit  from  an  end, 

"  I  might  illullrate  this  from  a 
propoiition  in  Euclid.  The  ilating  of 
the  thing  to  be  proved,  makes  the 
beginning  ;  the  proving  of  it,  makes 
the  middle  ;  and  the  alTcrting  of  it 
to  have  been  proved,  makes  the 
conclufion, 


PLAN  OF  THE  GEORGICS  of  VIRGTL. 


[9O 


conclufion,  or  end :  and  thus  is 
every  fuch  propofition  a  complete 
and  pcrfctl:  whole. 

"  The  fia Tie  holds  in  writings  of  a 
charafter  tolaliy  different.  Let  us 
take  for  an  examp'c  the  moll  highly 
finiflied  performance  among  the 
Romans,  and  that  in  their  moll: 
polilhed  period,  I  mean  the  Geor- 
gics  of  Virgil. 

Quid   faciat  Lxtas    fegctcs,    quo  fiderc 

terrani 
Vcrtere,    Msecenas,  (11)    ulmifque   ad- 

jungere  vites 
Conveniat;   (iii)   qux    cura  bnum,  qui 

cultus  habendo 
Sit  pecori ;  (iv)  apibus  quanta  experi- 

entia  parcis, 
Hinc  canere  incipiam,'   Sec. 

Virg.  Georg.  i_ 

In  thefe  lines,  and  fo  on  (if  we 
confult  the  original)  for  forty-two 
lines  inclulive,  we  have  the  begin- 
ning ,  which  beginning  includes  two 
things,  the  plan  and  the  invocation. 

*'  In  the  four  firll  verfes  we  have 
the  plan,  which  plan  gradually 
opens  and  becomes  the  whole  work, 
as  an  acorn,  when  developed,  be- 
comes a  perfect  oak.  After  this 
comes  the  invocation,  which  extends 
to  the  laft  of  the  forty-two  vcrfcs 
above  mentioned.  The  two  toge- 
ther give  us  the  true  character  of  a 
beginning,  which,  as  above  de- 
fcribed,  nothing  can  precede,  and 
which  'tis  necellary  that  fomething 
fiiould  follow. 

"  The  remaining  part  of  the  firil 
book,  together  with  the  three  books 
follovying,  to  verfe  the  458th  of 
book  the  fourth,  make  the  middle, 
which  alfo  has  its  true  charafter, 
that  of  fucceeding  the  beginning, 
where  we  expert  Ibmething  farther ; 
and  that  of  preceding  the  end,  where 
we  expert  nothing  more. 

The  eight  laft  verfes  of  the  poem 
jijake  the  end,  which  like  the  begin- 


ning is  fiiort,  and  which  preferves 
its  real  chararter  by  fatlsfying  the 
reader,  that  ail  is  complete,  and 
that  nothing  is  to  follow.  Theper- 
tormance  is  even  dated.  It  finilhes 
like  an  epiifle,  giving  us  the  place 
and  time  of  writing ;  but  then 
giving  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
they  ought  to  come  from  Virgil. 

"  But  to  open  our  thoughts  into  a 
farther  detail. 

"  As  the  poem  from  its  very  name 
refperts  various  matters  relative  to 
land  (Georgica,)  and  which  are 
either  inimediately  or  mediately 
connerted  with  it :  among  the  vari- 
ety of  thefe  matters  the  poem  be- 
gins from  the  lovveil,  and  thence 
advances  gradually  from  higher  to 
higher,  till  having  reached  the 
higheft,  it  there  properly  itops. 

"  The  firft  book  begins  from  the 
fimple  culture  of  the  earth,  and 
from  its  humbleft  progeny,  corn, 
legumes,  flowers,  Sec. 

"  'Tis  a  nobler  fpccies  of  vegetables 
which  employs  the  fecond  book, 
where  we  are  taught  the  culture  of 
trees,  and  among  others,  of  that 
important  pair,  the  olive  and  the 
vine.  Yet  it  muft  be  remembered, 
that  all  this  is  nothing  more  than  the 
culture  of  mere  vegetable  and  in- 
animate nature. 

"  '  ris  in  the  third  book  that  the 
poet  rifes  to  nature  fcnfuive  and  ani- 
mated, when  he  gives  us  precepts 
about  cattle,  horfes,  fheep,  &c. 

"  At  length,  in  the  fourth  boolf, 
when  matters  dnivv  to  a  conclufion, 
then  'tis  he  treats  his  fubjert  in  a 
moral  and  political  way.  He  no 
longer  purfues  the  culture  of  the 
mere  brute  nature ;  he  then  de- 
cribes,  as  he  tells  us, 

— Mores,   et  ftudia,  et   populos,  et  prjE- 
lia,  Sic. 

for  fuch  is  tlie  chararter  of  his  bees, 

thofe 
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thofe  truly  focial  and  political  ani- 
mals. *  1  is  here  he  firii:  mentions 
arts,  and  memory,  and  laws,  and 
families.  'Tis  here  (their  great 
fagacity  confidered)  he  fuppoics  a 
portion  imparted  of  a  fublimer  piin- 
ciple.  'lis  here  that  everything 
vegetable  or  merely  brutal  feems 
forgotten,  while  all  appears  at  leaft 
human,  and  fometimes  even  divine. 

His  ijuldam  fignis,    atque  hsc   exempla 

fccuti, 
Effe  apibus  partem    divinse  mentis,    et 

haullus 
^therios  dixere  :  deum  namque   ire  per 

omnes 
Terrafque  tradtufque  maris,'    &c. 

Geor.  IV.  219. 

*'  When  the  fubjeft  will  not  permit 
him  to  proceed  farther,  he  fuddenly 
conveys  his  reader,  by  the  fable  of 
Arillaeus,  among  nymphs,  heroes, 
demi-gods,  and  gods,  and  thus  leaves 
him  in  company,  fuppofed  more 
than  mortal. 

"  This  is  not  only  a  fublime 
conclufion  of  the  fourth  book,  but 
naturally  leads  to  the  conclulion  of 
the  whole  work ;  for  he  does  no 
more  after  this  than  fliortly  recapi- 
tulate, and  elegantly  blend  his  re- 
capitulation with  a  compliment  to 
Auguflus. 

"  But  even  this  is  not  all. 

"  The  dry,  didacStic  charafler  of 
the  Georgics  made  it  neceflary, 
they  fliould  be  enlivened  by  epilodes 
and  digreflions.  Jt  has  been  the 
art  of  the  poet,  that  thefe  epifodes 
and  digreffions  (hould  be  homogene- 
ous:  that  is,  fhould  fo  conned  with 
the  fubjeft,  as  to  become  (as  it 
were)  parts  of  it.  On  thefe  princi- 
ples every  book  has  for  its  end, 
what  I  call  an  epilogue  ;  for  its  be- 
ginning, an  invocation  ;  and  for  its 
middle,  the  feveral  precepts  rela- 
tive to  its  fubjeft,  I  mean  huftandry. 
Having  a  beginning,  a  middle, 
and  «u  end,  every   part   itftif  be- 


comes a  fmallcrwhole,  though  with 
refpect  to  the  general  plan  it  is  no- 
thing more  than  a  part.  Thus  the 
human  arm,  with  a  view  to  its  elbow, 
its  hand,  its  fingers,  &c.  is  as  clear- 
ly a  whole,  as  it  is  limply  but  a  part 
with  a  view  to  the, entire  body. 

"  The  fraaller  wholes  of  this  di- 
vine poem  may  merit  fome  attention  ; 
by  thefe  I  mean  each  particular  book. 

'•  Each  book  has  an  invocation. 
The  firfl  invokes  the  fun,  the  moon, 
the  various  rural  deities,  and  lailly 
Auguftus  ;  the  fecond  invokes  Bac- 
chus; the  third  Pale:  and  Apollo;  the 
fourth,  his  patron  Mascenas.  I  do 
not  dwell  on  thefe  invocations,  much 
lefs  on  the  parts  which  follow,  for 
this  in  fa6i:  would  be  writing  a  com- 
ment upon  the  poem.  But  the  epi- 
logues, befides  their  own  intrinfic 
beauty,  are  too  much  to  our  pur- 
pofe,  to  be  pafi  in  filence. 

"  In  the  arrangement  of  them  the 
poet  feems  to  have  purfuedfuch  an  or- 
der, as  that  alternate  affedions  (hould 
be  alternately  excited ;  and  this  he 
has  done,  well  knowing  the  impor- 
tance of  that  generally  acknowledged 
truth,  the  force  derived  to  contraries 
by  their  juxta-pofition  or  fucceflion. 
The  firll  book  ends  with  thofe  por- 
traits and  prodigies,  both  upon  earth 
and  in  the  heavens,  which  preceded 
the  death  of  the  di6Yator  Caefar. 
To  thefe  diretul  fcenes  the  epilogue 
of  the  fecond  book  oppofes  the  tran- 
quility and  felicity  of  the  rural  life, 
which  (as  he  informs  us)  fattion 
and  civil  difcord  do  not  ufually 
impair — 

Non  res  Romana:,    perituraque  regna— 

In  the  ending  of  the  third  book  we 
read  of  a  peftilence,  and  of  nature 
in  de vacation  ;  in  the  fourth,  of 
nature  reftored,  and,  by  help  ot  the 
gods,  repleniflied. 

"  As  this  concluding  epilogue  (T 
me  ail 
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mean  the  fable  of  Arillasus)  occupies 
the  moft  important  place,  fo  is  it 
decorated  accordingly  wirh  language, 
events,  places,  and  perfonugcs. 

*'  No  language  was  ever  more  po- 
liflicd  and  harmonious.  The  de- 
fcent  of  Arillceus  to  his  mother, 
and  of  Orpheus  to  the  Ihades,  are 
events ;  the  watery  palace  of  the 
Nereids,  the  cavern  of  Proteus, 
and  the  Icene  of  the  infernal  regions, 
are  places;  Aiifeus,  old  Proteus, 
Orpheus,  Eurydice,  Cyllene  a:td 
her  nymphs,  are  perfonages ;  all 
great,  all  llriking,  all  lublime. 


**   Let  us  view  thefe  Ep~iiogues  in 
the  poet's  order, 

I.   Civil  horrors. 
ir.  Rural  tranquility. 

III.  Nature  laid  vvalle. 

IV.  Nature  reftorcd. 

Here,  as  we  have  faid  already,  dif- 
ferent pailions  are,  by  the  lubjeAs 
being  alternate,  alternately  excited; 
and  yet  withal  excited  lb  judiciouf- 
ly,  that  when  the  Poem  concludes, 
and  all  is  at  an  end,  the  reader  leaves 
off  with  tranquility  and  joy." 
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[From  the  fame  Work.] 


**  T  TAVING    mentioned   rules, 

JL  a.  ^^'^  indeed  our  whole  theo- 
ry having  been  little  more  than 
rules  developed,  we  cannot  but  re- 
mark uponacommon  opinion,  which 
feems  to  have  arlien  either  from  pre- 
judice, or  miftakc. 

*'  Do  not  rules,  {ay  they,  cramp 
•'  Genius  ?  do  they  not  abridge  it 
"  of  certain  privileges" 

**  'Tis  anfwered,  if  the  obeying 
of  rules  were  to  induce  a  tyranny 
like  this  ;  to  defend  thei\i  would  be 
abfurd,  and  agalnft  the  liberty  of 
genius.  But  the  truth  is,  rules, 
fuppofing  them  good,  like  good  go- 
vernment, take  away  no  privileges. 
They  do  no  more  than  fave  genius 
from  error,  by  fliewing  it,  that  a 
right  to  err  is  no  privilege  at  all. 

"  '  ris  furely  no  privilege  to  vio- 
late in  grammar  tiie  rules  ot  iyntax  ; 
in  poetry,  thole  ol  metre  ;  in  mufic, 
thofe  ot  liarmony  ;  in  logic,  thofe 
of  fyllogiim  ;  in  painting,  thofe  of 
perlpedive;  in  dramatic  poetry, 
thofe  of  probable  iiijitation. 


"  If  we  enlarge  on  one  of  thefe 
inftances,  we  (hall  illuftrate  therein. 

"  The  probable  imitation  jull 
now  mentioned,  like  that  of  every 
other  kind,  is  when  the  imitation 
refembles  the  thing  imitated  in  as 
many  circumftances  as  poffible  ;  fo 
that  the  more  of  thofe  circumftance; 
are  combined,  the  more  probable 
the  refemblance. 

"  'Tis  thus,  in  imitation  by  paint- 
ing, the  refemblance  is  more  com- 
plete, when  to  the  out-line  we  add 
light  and  fnade;  and  more  complete 
fttU,  when  to  light  and  (hade  we  add 
the  colours. 

"  The  real  place  of  every  drama 
is  a  flage,  that  is,  a  fpuce  ot  a  few 
fathoms  deep,  and  a  few  fathoms 
brond.  Its  real  time  is  the  time  ic 
takes  in  at^V.ng,  a  lim.ited  duration, 
feldom  exceeding  a  tew  hours. 

"  Now  imagination,  bv  the  help 
of  fcenes,  canenlarge  this  ftage  into  a 
dwelling,  a  palace,  a  city,  &c.  and 
it  is  a  decent  regard  to  this,  whick 
coiildtutcs  probable  place. 

"  Again, 
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"  Again,  the  ufual  intervals  be- 
tween the  ads,  and  even  the  nttention 
paid  by  the  mind  fo  an  interefiing 
Ilory,  can  enlarge  without  violence 
a  few  hours  into  a  day  or  two  ;  and 
'tis  in  a  decent  regard  to  this,  we 
may  perceive  the  rife  of  probable 
time. 

*'  Now  'tis  evident  that  the  above 
probabilities,  if  they  belong  to  the 
fable,  cannot  but  afFe6t  us,  becaiife 
they  are  both  of  them  rccjuiiites, 
which  heiehteii  the  refemblance, 
and  becaufe  refemblance  is  fo  uni- 
vcrfally  elfential  to  imitation. 

*'  If  this  doftrine  want  confirm- 
ing, we  may  prove  it  by  the  conti'a- 
ry,  I  mean  by  a  fappofition  of  fuch 
time  and  fuch  place,  as  are  both  of 
them  improbable. 

"  For  example,  as  to  tim.e,  we 
may  fuppofe  a  play,  where  lady  Def- 
mond,  in  the  fiift  adt,  fliall  dance  at 
the  court  of  Richard  the  Third,  and 
be  alive,  in  the  lafl:  ad,  during  the 
reign  of  James  the  Firft. 

*'  As  to  place,  we  may  fuppofe  a 
tragedy,  where  Montefuma  fiiall  ap- 
pear at  Mexico  in  the  firft  aft  ;  fhall 
be  carried  to  Madrid  in  the  third ; 
and  be  brought  back  again,  in  the 
fifth,  to  die  at  Mexico. 

*'  'Tis  true  indeed,  did  fuch 
plays  exift,  and  were  their  other 
dramatic  requifites  good  ;  thefe  im- 
probabilities might  be  endured,  and 
the  plays  be  ftlU  admired.  Fine 
manners  and  fentiment,  we  have 
already  faid,  may  fupport  a  wretch- 
ed fable,  as  a  beautiful  face  may 
make  us  forget  a  bad  figure.  But 
no  authority  for  that  reafon  can  juf- 
tifyabfurdities,  or  make  them  not  to 
be  fo,  by  being  fortunately  aflbcia- 
ated. 

Nor  is  it  enough  to  fay,  that  by 
this  apparent  aufterity  many  a  good 
play  would  have  been  fpoilt.  The  an- 


fwer  is  obvious — chufe  another,  and 
a  fitter  fubjeft.  SuBjeds  arc  infi- 
nite. Confult  the  inexhauftible 
treafures  of  hiftory ;  or  if  thefe 
fail,  the  more  inexhauftible  fund  of 
invention.  Nay  more — if  you  are 
diftreft,  bring  hiftory  and  invention 
together,  and  let  the  richnefs  of  the 
laft  cmbellifli  the  poverty  of  the  for- 
mer. Poets,  tho'  bound  by  the 
laws  of  common  fenfe,  are  not 
bound  to  the  rigours  of  hiftorical 

ha. 

"  It  muft  be  confeft,  'tis  a  flat- 
tering dodrine,  to  tell  a  young  be- 
ginner, that  he  has  nothing  more  to 
do,  than  to  truft  his  own  genius, 
and  to  contemn  all  rules,  as  the  ty- 
ranny of  pedants.  The  painful 
toils  of  accuracy  by  this  expedient 
are  eluded,  for  geniufcs  (like  Mil- 
ton's harps)  ai  e  fuppofed  to  be  ever 
tuned. 

"  But  the  misfortune  is,  that 
genius  is  fomething  rare,  nor  can 
he,  who  poflelles  it,  even  then, 
by  neglecting  rules,  produce 
what  is  accurate.  Thofc,  on  tlve 
contrary,  who,  though  they  want 
genius,  think  rules  worthy  their 
attention,  if  they  cannot  become 
good  authors,  may  ftili  make  tole- 
rable critics  ;  may  be  able  to  fliew 
the  difference  between  the  creeping 
and  the  fimple ;  the  pert  and  the 
pleafing ;  the  turgid  and  the  fub- 
lime  ;  in  fhort,  to  fharpen,  like  the 
whet-ftone,  that  genius  in  others, 
which  nature  in  her  frugality  has 
not  given  to  theinfelves. 

"  Indeed  I  have  never  known, 
during  a  life  of  many  years  and  fome 
fmall  attention  paid  to  letters,  and 
literary  men,  that  genius  in  any  art 
had  been  ever  crampt  by  rules.  On 
the  contrary,  I  have  feen  great  ge- 
niufes  miferably  err  by  tranfgreifing 
them,  and,  like  vigorous  travellers, 

who 
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who  lofe  their  way,  only  wander 
the  wider  on  account  ot  their  own 
ftrength. 

"  And  yet  'tis  fomewhat  finf^ular 
in  literary  compofitions,  and  perhaps 
more  I'o  in  poetry  than  ellewhcrc, 
that  many  things  have  been  done  in 
the  belt  and  purefttafte,  long  before 
rules  were  ertabliflied,  and  lyllema- 
tized  in  form.  This  we  are  certain 
was  true  with  refpeft  to  Homer, 
Sophocles,  Euripides,  and  other 
Greeks.  In  modern  times  it  ap- 
pears as  true  of  our  admired  Shak- 
fpeare ;  for  who  can  believe  that 
Shakfpeare  ftudied  rules,  or  was 
ever  verfed  in  critical  fyftems  ? 

"  A  fpecious  obje6tion  then  oc- 
curs. "  If  thefe  great  writers  were 
fo  excellent  before  rules  were  eila- 
blifhed,  or  at  leaft  were  known  to 
them,  what  had  they  to  diredt  their 
genius,  when  rules  (to  them  at 
ieaft)  did  not  exift  ?" 

*'  To  this  queftion  'tis  hoped  the 
anfwer  will  not  be  deemed  too  har- 
dy, fliould  we  afiert,  that  there 
never  was  a  time,  when  rules  did  not 
exift ;  that  they  always  made  a  part 
ot  that  immutable  truth,  the  natu- 
ral objed  of  every  penetrating  geni- 
us ;  and  that,  if  at  that  early  Greek 
period,  fyitems  of  rules  were  not 
eflabliflied,  thofe  great  and  fublime 
authors  were  a  rule  to  themfelves. 
They  may  be  faid  indeed  to  have 
excelled,  not  by  art,  but  by  na- 
t^irc  ;  yet  by  a  nature,  which  gave 
birth  to  the  perfedion  of  art. 

"  The  cafe  is  nearly  the  fame 
with  refpeft  to  our  Shakfpeare. 
There  is  hardly  any  thing  we  ap- 
plaud, among  his  innumerable  beau- 
ties, which  will  not  be  found  ilridly 
conformable  to  the  rules  of  found 
and  ancient  criticifm. 

"  That  this  is  true  with  refpeft 
to  his  chara6lers  and  his  fentiment, 
is  evident  hence,  that,  in  explain- 


ing  thefe  rules,    we    have  fo  often 
recurred  to  him  tor  illuitrations. 

"  Befides  quotations  already  al- 
leged, we  fubjoin  the  following  as 
to  charadler. 

"  When  FalllafF  and  his  fuite  are 
fo  ignominioufly  routed,  and  the 
fcuffle  is  by  Falllaft"  fo  humoroufly 
exaggerated  ;  what  can  be  more 
natural  than  fuch  a  narrative  to  fuch 
a  charader,  dillinguiflied  for  his 
humour,  and  withal  for  his  want  of 
veracity  and  courage  ? 

"  The  fagacity  of  common  poets 
might  not  perhaps  have  fuggeftcd  fo 
good  a  narrative,  but  it  certainly 
would  have  fuggelled  fomething  of 
the  kind  :  and  'tis  in  this  we  view 
the  effence  of  dramatic  character, 
which  is,  when  we  conjefturc  what 
any  one  will  do  or  fay,  from  what 
he  has  done  or  faid  already. 

"  If  we  pafs  from  charafters 
(that  is  to  fay  manners)  to  fenti- 
ment, we  have  already  given  in- 
ftances,  and  yet  we  fiiall  iHU  give 
another. 

"  When  RofmcrofTe  and  Guil- 
dernftern  wait  upon  Hamlet,  he 
offers  them  a  recorder  or  pipe,  and 
dellres  them  to  play — they  reply, 
they  cannot — he  repeats  his  requeft 
— they  anfwer,  they  have  never 
learnt — heaflures  them  nothing  was 
fo  eafy — they  Hill  decline. — 'Tis 
then  he  tells  them  with  difdain, 
there  is  much  mufic  in  this  little  or- 
gan, and  yet  you  cannot  make  it 
fpeak — do  you  think  I  am  eafier  to 
be  played  on,  than  a  pipe  ?  Hamlet, 
ad  III. 

"  This  I  call  an  elegant  fample  of 
fentiment,  taken  under  its  compre- 
henfive  fenfe.  But  we  ftop  not  here 
— we  confider  it  as  a  complete  in-  . 
ftance  of  Socratic  reafoning,  tho' 
'tis  probable  the  author  knew  no- 
nothing,  how  Socfiitcs  xifed  to 
argue.  ' 

«'  To 
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*«  To  explain— Xenophon  makes 
Socrates  reafon  as  follows  with  an 
ambitious  youth,  by  name  Euthy- 
demuf. 

"  'Tis  flrange  (fays  he)  that 
thofe  who  deliie  to  play  upon  the 
harp,  or  upon  the  flute,  or  to  ride 
the  managed  horle,  fliould  not  think 
themielves  worth  notice,  without 
liaving;  praftifed  under  the  beft 
mailers  — while  there  are  thofe,  who 
afpire  to  the  governing  ot  a  ibte, 
and  can  think  themielves  completf  ly 
qualified,  tho  it  be  without  prepara- 
tion or  labour.  Xenoph.  Mem.  IV. 
c.  2.  f.  6. 

"  Ariftotle's  illuflration  is  fimilar, 
3n  his  reafoningagainti  men  choien 
by  lot  tor  magiftiates.  'Tis  (fays 
he)  as  if  wrefllers  were  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  lot,  and  not  thofe  that 
are  able  to  wreille :  or,  as  it  from 
among  failors  we  were  to  chufe  a 
pilot  by  lot,  and  that  the  man  fo 
eleded  were  to  navigate,  and  not 
the  man  who  knew  the  bufmefs. 
Rhetor.  L.  II.  c.  20.  p.  94.  Edit, 
Sylb. 

"•  Nothing  can  be  more  ingeni- 
ous than  than  this  mode  of  reafon- 
iijcr.  '1  he  premifes  are  obvious  and 
vmdeniable  ;  the  conclufion  cogent 
and  yet  unexpefted.  It  is  a  fpecies 
of  that  argumentation,  called  in 
dialeftic  'E-jrayuyii.  or  induftion. 

"  Ariftotle  in  his  Rhetoric  (as 
above  quoted)  calls  fuch  reafonii.gs 
t»  ItDigxriKa,  the  Socratics  ;  in  the 
becrinning  of  his  Poetic?,  he  calls 
them  the  Itv.^aTJxixfiAsyoi,  the  Socra- 
tic  difcourfes  ;  and  Horace  in  his 
Art  of  Poetry,  calls  them  the  So- 
ciatica?  cha'tie. 

*'  If  truth  be  always  the  fime,  no 
wonder  geniufcs  (hould  co-incide, 
and  that  too  in  philofophy  as  well  as 
in  criticifm. 

"  We  venture  to  add,  retujn'.ng 
to  rules,  that  if  there  be  any  thi;:gs 


in  Shakfpeare,  objeflionable  (and 
who  is  hardy  enough  to  deny  it?) 
the  very  objeclions,  as  well  as  the 
beauties,  are  to  be  tried  by  the  fimie 
rules ;  as  the  fame  plummet  alike 
fliews,  both  what  is  out  of  the  per- 
pendicular, and  in  it;  the  fame 
ruler  alike  proves,  both  what  is 
crooked,  and  what  is  ftrait. 

"  We  cannot  admit,  that  geni- 
ufes,  tho'  p;ior  to  fyftems,  were 
prior  alfo  to  rules  ;  becaufe  rules 
from  the  beginning  exilled  in  their 
own  minds,  and  were  a  part  of  that 
immutable  truth,  which  is  eternal 
and  every  where.  Ariftotle  we 
kiiow  did  not  form  Homer,  Sopho- 
cles, and  Euripides ;  'twas  Homer, 
Sophocles,  and  Euripides,  that 
formed  Arillotle. 

'*  And  this  furely  fiiould  teach  us 
to  pay  attention  to  rules,  in  as  much 
as  they  and  genius  are  fo  recipro- 
cally conneded,  that  'tis  genius, 
which  difcovers  rules;  and  then 
rule?,    which  govern  genius. 

"  'I'is  by  this  amicable  concur- 
rence, and  by  this  alone,  that  every 
work  of  art  juftly  merits  admiration, 
and  is  rendered  as  highly  perfeit,  as 
by  human  power  it  can  be  made. 

"  But  we  have  now  (if  fuch 
language  may  be  allowed)  travelled 
over  a  vaft  and  mighty  plain;  or 
(as  Virgil  better  expreil'es  it)— 

— Inimenfum  fpatio  confechnus  xquor. 

"  'Tis  not  however  improbable 
that  fome  intrepid  fpirit  may  de- 
mind  again,  what  avail  thefe  fub- 
tleties  ? — Without  fo  much  trouble, 
J  can  be  lull  enough  pleafed. — I 
know  what  I  like.  —  We  anfwer,  and 
fo  does  the  carrion  crow,  that  feeds 
upon  a  carcafe.  The  difficulty  lies 
not  in  knowing  what  we  like  ;  but 
.  in  knowing  how  to  like,  and  what  is 
worth  liking.  1  ill  thefe  ends  are 
obtained,    we  may   admire  Durfey 

before 


VIEW  OF  THE  POETRY  OF  Ch  ELTZABETrf's  AGE.     ^gy] 

gined  ;  and  contemn  for  puerilitiea, 
what  we  oncefoolifr.ly  admired. 

"  One  thing  however  in  this  pro;- 
cefs  is    indifpenfably  required  ;   vye  . 
are  on  no  account  to  expe(5l  that  fine, 
things   ihould    defcend    to  us  ;  our 
tafte,  if  poffible,    mull  be  made  to 
afcend  to  them. 

"  This  is  the  labour,    this  thfe 
work ;   there  is  pleafure  in  the  fuc- 


bcfore  Milton  ;  a  fmoaking  boor  of 
Hemikirk,  before  an  apoftle  of  Ra- 
phael. 

"  Now  as  to  the  knowing,  how 
to  like,  and  then  what  is  worth  liking, 
the  firft  of  thele,  being  the  objeii 
of  critical  difquilition.  has  been  at- 
tempted to  be  Ihewn  through  the 
courfe  of  thefe  inquiries. 

*'  As    to    the    fecond,     what   is 


worth  our  liking,  this  is  bcft  known     cefs,  and  praife  even  in  the  attempt 


by  ftiidying  the  beft  authors,  begin 
ning  from  the  Greeks  ;  then  pallrng 
to  the  Latins  ;  nor  on  any  account 
excluding  thofe,  who  have  excelled 
among  the  moderns. 

"  And  here,  if,  while  we  perufe 
fome  author  of  high  rank,  we  per- 
ceive we  do  not  inllantly  reliili  him, 
let  us  not  be  difneartened — let  us 
even  feign  a  relifli,  till  we  find  a  re- 
lifli  ceme.  A  morfel  perhaps  pleafes 
us — Let  us  cherifli  it — Another  mor- 
fel ftrikes  us — let  us  cherilli  this  al 
lb. — Let  us  thus  proceed,  and  flea- 
dily  perfevere,  till  we  find  we  can 
relifii,  not  morfels,  but  wholes ;  and 
feel  that,  what  began  in  fiftion,  ter- 
minates in  reality.  The  film  being 
in  this  manner  removed,  we  fiiall  dif- 
cover  beauties,  which  we  never  ima- 


This  (peculation  applies  not  to 
literature  only  :  it  applies  to  mufic, 
to  painting,  and,  as  they  are  all  con- 
genial, to  all  the  liberal  arts.  We 
fhould  in  each  of  them  endeavour  to 
inveilig;!tewhat  is  beft,  and  there  (if 
I  may  fo  exprefs  myfelf)  there  to  fix 
our  abode. 

"  By  only  feeking  and  perufing 
what  is  truly  excellent,  and  by  con- 
templating always  this  and  this  alone, 
the  m.ind  inl'enfibly  becomes  accuf- 
tomed  to  it,  and  finds  that  in  this 
alone  It  can  aequiefce  with  content. 
It  happens  indeed  here,  as  in  a  fub- 
jeil  far  more  injportant,  I  mean  in 
a  moral  and  a  virtuous  conduit.  If 
we  chufe  the  beft  life,  ufe  will  make 
it  pleafant. 


GENERAL  VIEW  and  CHARACTER  of  the  POETR    ' 
of  QUEEN   ELIZABETH'S    AGE. 

[From  the  Third  Volume  of  IMr.  Warton's  History   ot   English 

Poetry.] 


"  A  ^^^'^GJ-  the  great  features 
J[\  which  ftrike  us  in  the  poe- 
try of  this  period,  are  the  predo- 
minancy of  fable,  of  fiftion  and 
fancy,  and  a  predilection  for  inter- 
efting  adventures  and  pathetic  events. 
I  will  endeavour  to  aflign  and  explain. 
the  caufe  of  this  characteiiftic  dif- 
1781. 


tin£tlon,  which' may  chiefly  be  re- 
ferred .to  the  following  principles, 
fometimes  blended,  and  fometimes 
operating  fingly  :  the  revival  anJ 
venwcular  verfions  of  the  clafiics, 
the  importation  and  tranflation  of 
Italian  novels,  the  vilion;iry  reveiies' 
or  refinements  of  falfe  philofcphy,  a 
G  de-Tree' 
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degree  of  fiiperilition  fufficicnt  for 
the  purpoles  of  poetry,  the  adoption 
of  the  machineries  ot  romance,  and 
the  frequency  and  improvements  of 
allegoric  exhibition  in  the  popular 
fpeCiacles. 

**  When  the  corruptions  and  im- 
poflures  of  popery  were  aboliflied,  the 
falliion  of  cultivating  the  Greek  and 
Homan  learning  became  univerfal  : 
and   the   lirerary  character  was   no 
longer  appropriated    to  fcholars  by 
profcffion,  but  aflumed  by  the  nobi- 
lity  and    gentry.     The  ccclefialiics 
had   found  it   their  interell  to  keep 
the  languages  of  antiquity  to  them- 
felves,  and  men  were  eager  to  know 
what   had  been  fo  long  injurioufly 
concealed.     Truth  propagates  truth, 
and  the   mantle  of  mydery  was  re- 
moved not  only   from    religion  but 
irom  literature.    The  laity,  who  had 
now  been  taught  to  affert  their  na- 
tural privileges,  became  impatient  of 
the  old  monopoly  of  knowledge,  and 
demanded  admittance  to  the  ufurpa- 
tions   of  the   clergy.     The  general 
curioiity  for  nev/  difcoveries,  heigh- 
ifcned   either  by   juit  or   imaginary 
ideas  of  the  treafures  contained  in  the 
Greek  or  Roman  writers,  excited  all 
perfons  of  Icifure  and  fortune  to  flu- 
dy  the  clalTics.     The  pedantry  of  the 
prefcnt  age  was  the  poHtencl's  of  the 
la  ft.     An  ;iccurate  comprehenfion  of 
the  phrafeology  and  peculiarities  of 
the   ancient    poets,    hirtorians,    and 
orators,  which  yet  feldom  went  far- 
ther than  a  kind  of  technical  erudi- 
tion, was  an  indifpenfable  and  almoft 
the  principal  objeft  in  the  circle  of 
a    gentleman's    education.       Every 
voung  lady  of  fafhion  was  carefully 
Inilitutcd  in  clalTical  letters  :  and  the 
daughter    of  a  duchefs  was  taught, 
not  only  to  diftil  ftrong  waters, *l)ut 
to  conft rue  Greek.  Among  the  learn- 
ed females  of  high  diftincftion,  queen 
ijliiubeth  herfeif  w;>.3  the  molt  con- 


fpicuous.  Roger  Afcham,  her  pre- 
ceptor, fpeaks  with  rapture  of  herafto- 
nllhing  progrefs  in  the  Greek  nouns ; 
and  declares,  with  no  fmall  degree  of 
triumph,  that  during  a  long  relldence 
at  Wiiidfor-caftle,  (lie  was  accuilom- 
ed  to  read  more  Greek  in  a  day,  than 
"  fome  prcbendaiy  of  that  church 
"  did  Latin,  in  one  week."  And  al- 
though perhaps  a  princefs  looking 
out  w^ords  in  a  Lexicon,  and  writing 
down  hard  phrafes  from  Plutarch's 
Lives,  may  be  thought  at  prefent  a 
more  incompatible  and  extraordinary 
charaflcr,  than  a  canon  of  Windfor 
underftanding  no  Greek  and  but  lit- 
tle Latin,  yet  Elizabeth's  paflion  for 
thefe  acquilitions  was  then  natural, 
and  refultcd  from  the  genius  and  ha- 
bitudes of  her  age. 

"  The  books  of  antiquity  being 
thus  familiarized  to  the  great,  every 
thing  was  tinftured  with  ancient  hif- 
tory  and  mythology.  The  heathen 
gods,  although  difcountenanced  by 
theCalvinifts,  on  a  fufpicion  of  their 
tending  to  cherifli  and  revive  a  fpi- 
rit  of  idohnry,  came  into  general 
vogue.  When  the  queen  paraded 
through  a  country-town,  almoil:  every 
pageant  v/as  a  pantheon.  When  flis 
paid  a  vifit  at  tlie  houfe  of  any  of 
her  nobilitv,  at  entering  the  hall  fhe 
was  faluted  by  the  Penates,  and  con- 
dueled  to  her  privy-chamber  by  Mer- 
cury. Even  the  partry-cooks  were 
expert  mythologifts.  At  dinner,  fe- 
le(^  transformations  from  Ovid's  Me- 
tamorphofes  were  exhibited  in  con- 
fectionary :  and  the  fplc-ndid  icing  of 
an  immenfe  hiftoiio  plumb-cake,  was 
einboifcd  with  a  delicious  baflb  re- 
licvo  of  the  dcllruiftion  of  Troy.  In 
the  afternoon,  when  fliecondefcended 
to  walk  in  the  garden,  the  lake  was 
covered  v\irh  Tritons  and  Ncjeids  : 
the  pages  of  the  family  were  con- 
vertedintoWood-Ny  mphs,  who  peep- 
ed from  every  bower :  iii^U  the  foot- 
men 
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t'nen  gamboled  over  the  lawns  in  the 
figure  of  Satyrs.  I  fpeak  it  without 
deligning  to  infinuate  any  unfavour- 
able fufpicions,  but  it  feems  difficult 
to  fay,  why  Elizabeth's  virginity 
Ihould  have  been  made  the  theme  of 
perpetual  and  exceffive  p-.uegyric  : 
nor  does  it  immediately  appear,  that 
there  is  lefs  merit  or  glory  in  a  mar- 
ried than  a  maiden  queen.  Yet, 
the  next  morning,  after  fleeping  in  a 
room  hung  with  the  tapellry  of  the 
voyage  of  Eneas,  when  her  majelly 
liunted  in  the  Park,  (he  was  met  by 
Diana,  who  pronouncing  our  royal 
prude  to  be  the  brighteil:  paragon  of 
iinfpotted  chalVity,  Invited  her  to 
groves  free  from  the  intrulions  of 
Adeon.  The  truth  is,  flie  was  fo 
profufely  flattered  for  this  virtue,  be- 
caufe  it  was  elleemed  the  charactcr- 
ilHcal  ornament  of  the  heroines,  as 
fantaftic  honour  was  the  chief  piide 
of  the  champions  of  the  old  barba- 
rous romances.  It  was  in  conformi- 
ty to  the  fentiments  of  chivalry, 
which  iHll  continued  in  vogue,  that 
flie  was  celebrated  for  chaftity  :  the 
compliment,  however,  was  paid  in  a 
claffical  allulion. 

"  This  inundation  of  claflical  pe- 
dantry foon  infefted  our  poetry.  Our 
writers,  alread}'^  trained  in  the  fchool 
of  fancy,  were  fuddenly  dazzled  with 
thefe  novel  imaginations,  and  the  di- 
viniiies  and  heroes  of  pagan  antiqui* 
ty  (Jecorated  every  compofition.  The 
perpetual  allufions  to  ancient   fable 
were  ofcen  introduced    without  the 
leaft    regard  to    propriety.      Shak- 
fpeare's  Mrs.  Page,  who  is  not  in- 
tended in  any  degree  to  be  a  learned 
or  an  aflc6ted  lady,  laughing  at  the 
cumberfome  courtrtiip  of  her  corpu- 
lent lover  Falflaffe,  fays,   "  I  had  ra- 
♦'  ther  be  a  giautefs   and  lie  under 
♦*  mount  Pelion."  This  familiarity 
with  the  pagan  llory  was  not,  bow- 
CYW,  fo  much  owing  to  the  prevail- 
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ing  lludy  of  the  original  authors,  aS 
to  the  numerous  Englilh  verfions  of 
them,  which  Were  coniiantly  made. 
The  tranflations  of  the  clalfics,  which 
now  employed  every  pen,  gave  a  cur-* 
rency  and  a  celebrity  to  thefe  fancies^ 
and  had  the  eliedf  of  diirufuig  them 
among  the  people.     No  fuoner  were 
they  delivered  from  the  pale  of  the 
fcholaflic  languages,  than  they  ac-* 
quired  a  general  notoriety.     Ovid's 
Metamorphofes   juft    tranllated    by 
Golding,  to  inflance  no  farther,  dif-" 
doled  a  nev/  world  of  fiftion,  even 
to  the  illiterate.     As  we  had  x\o\v  aH 
the  ancient  fables  in  Englifli,  learn- 
ed allufions,  whether  in  a  poem  or  a 
pageant,  were  no  longer  obfcure  and 
unintelligible  to  common  readers  and 
common  fpeiStators.      And  here  we 
are  led  to  obferve,  that  at  this  refto- 
ration  of  the  claffics,  we  were  firit 
ftruck  only  with   their  tabulous  in- 
ventions.  We  did  not  attend  to  their 
regularity  of  defign  and  juiinefs  ot 
fentiment.     A    rude  age,  beginning 
to  read  thefe  writers,  imitated  their 
extravagancies,    not    their    natural 
beauties.     And  thefe,  like  other  no- 
velties. Wire  purfued  to  a  blameable 
excefs. 

"  Another  capital  fourceof  the  po- 
etry peculiar  to  this  period,  conilfted 
in  the  numerous tranllationsof  Italian 
tales  into  Englilh.  Thefe  narratives, 
not  dealing  altogether  in  romantic  in- 
ventions, but  in  real  lite  and  man- 
ners, and  in  artful  arrangements  of 
fictitious  yet  probable  events,  alTord- 
ed  a  new  gratification  to  a  people 
which  yet  retained  their  ancient  re- 
li(h  for  tale-telling,  and  became  the 
falhionable  amufement  of  all  v.ho 
profelfed  to  read  for  pleafure.  They 
gave  rife  to  innumerable  plays  and 
})0ems,  which  would  not  otheruif« 
haveexilled;  and  turned  the  thoughts 
of  our  writers  to  nev.'  inventions  of 
the  fame  kind.  Before  thtf.-  books 
C  z  became 
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became  common,  afiedingfituations, 
the  combination  of  incident,  :md  the 
pathos  of  catiiftrophe,  were  ahnoft 
unknown.  Diftrefs,  efpecially  that 
arifmg  from  the  conflicts  of  the  ten- 
tier  paffion,  had  not  yet  been  fhewn 
in  its  moft  interefling  forms.  It  was 
hence  our  poets,  particularly  the  dra- 
matic, borrowed  ideas  of  a  legiti- 
mate plot,  and  the  Komplication  of 
fiifts  neceiTary  to  con  flit  ute  a  ftory 
either  of  the  comic  or  tragic  fpecies. 
In  proportion  as  knowledge  increafed, 
genius  had  wanted  fubjefts  and  ma- 
terials. Thefe  pieces  ufurped  the 
place  of  legends  and  chronicles.  And 
although  the  old  hiftorical  fongs  of 
the  minflrels  contained  much  bold 
adventure,  heroic  enterprlze,  and 
ftrcng  touches  of  rude  delineation, 
yet  they  failed  in  that  multiplication 
and  difpofition  of  circumftances,  and 
in  that  defcription  of  charaders  and 
events  approaching  nearer  to  truth 
and  reality,  which  were  demanded 
by  a  more  difcefning  and  curious 
age.  Even  the  rugged  features  of 
the  original  Gothic  romance  were 
foft^ned  by  this  fort  of  reading  :  and 
the  Italian  paftoral,  yet  witb  fome 
mixture  of  the  kind  of  incidents  de- 
fcribed  in  Heliodt3rus's  Ethiopic  Hif- 
tory,  now  newly  tranflated,  was  en- 
grafted on  the  feudal  manners  in 
Sydney's  Arcadia. 

"  But  the  reformation  had  not  yet 
deftroyed  ever}'-  delufion,  nor  difm- 
chanted  all  the  ftrong  holds  of  fuper- 
ftltion.  A  few  dim  cbaraflers  were 
yet  legible  in  the  mouldering  creed 
of  tradition.  Every  goblin  of  ig- 
norance did  not  vanifii  at  the  firil 
glimmerings  of  the  morning  of  fci- 
ence,  Reufon  fuffered  a  few  demons 
flill  to  linger,  which  ftie  chofe  to  re- 
tain in  her  fervice  under  the  guidance 
of  poetry.  Men  believed,  or  were 
willing  to  believe,  that  fpirirs  were 
vet  hovering  around,  who  brought 
I 


with  them  "  airs  from  heaven,  or 
"  blalh  from  hell,"  that  the  ghofl: 
was  duely  releafed  from  his  prifon  of 
torment  at  the  found  of  the  curfeu, 
and  that  fairies  imprinted  myflcrious 
circles  on  the  turf  by  moonlight. 
Much  of  this  credulity  was  even  con- 
fecratcd  by  the  name  of  fcience  and 
profound  fpeculation.  Prf)fperoha<i 
not  yet  * '  broken  and  buried  his  ftafF,"- 
nor  "  drowned  his  book  deeper  than 
"  did  ever  plummet  found."  It  was 
now  that  the  alchymift,  and  the  ju- 
dicial aftrologer,  conduced  his  oc- 
cult operations  by  the  potent  inter- 
courfe  of  Ibme  preternatural  being, 
who  came  obfequious  to  his  call,  and 
was  bound  to  accomplifli  his  fevered 
fervices,  under  certain  conditions, 
and  for  a  limited  duration  of  time. 
It  was  aftually  one  of  the  pretended 
feats  of  thefe  fantallic  philofophers, 
to  evoke  the  queen  of  the  fairies  in 
the  folitude  of  a  gloomy  grove,  who, 
preceded  by  a  fudden  rufiling  of  the 
leaves,  appeared  in  robes  of  tran- 
fcendent  luftre.  TheShakfpeare  of 
a  more  infiruded  and  polifhed  age, 
would  not  br.vc  given  ys  a  magiciaa 
darkening  the  fun  at  noon,  the  fab-, 
hath  of  the  witches,  and  the  caul- 
dron of  incantation. 

"  Undoubtedly  moft  of  thefe  no- 
tions were  credited  and  entertained 
in  a  much  higher  degree,  in  the  pre- 
ceding periods.  But  the  arts  of  com- 
pofitlon  had  not  then  made  a  fuffi- 
cient  progrefs,  nor  would  the  poets 
of  thofe  periods  have  managed  them 
with  lb  much  addrofsand  judgment. 
We  were  now  arrived  at  that  point, 
when  the  national  ci'edulity,  chaf- 
tened  by  reafon,  had  produced  a  fort 
gf  civilized  fuperfiltion,  and  left  a 
fet  of  traditions,  fanciful  enough  for 
poetic  decoration,  and  yet  not  too 
violent  and  chimerical  for  common 
fenfe.  Hobbes,  although  no  friend 
to  this  dcdrlAc,  obferves  happilv: 

"  Jn 
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*'  In  a  good  poem  both  judgment  and 
*'  fancy  are  required  ;  but  the  fancy 
*'  muft  be  more- eminent,  becauie 
"  they  pleafe  for  the  extravagancy, 
*'  but  ought  not  to  difpleafe  by  in- 
*'  difcretion." 

*'  In  the  mean  time  the  Gothic 
romance,  although  fomewhat  fhook 
by  the  clailical  fitStions,  and  by  the 
tales  of  Boccace  and  Bandello,  ilill 
maintained  its  ground :  and  the  darling 
machineries  of  giants,  di'agons,  and 
inchanted  cailles,  borrowed  from  the 
magic  ftorehoufe  of  Boiardo,  Arioflo, 
and  TafTo,  began  to  be  employed  by 
the  epic  mufe.  Thefe  ornaments 
have  been  cenfured  bv  the  bigotry  of 
precife  and  fervile  critics,  as  abound- 
ing in  whimlical  abfurdities,  and  as 
unwarrantable  deviations  from  the 
pra(^tice  of  Homer  and  Virgil.  The 
author  of  An  Enquiry  into  the  Life 
and  Writings  of  Homer  is  willing  to 
allow  a  fertility  of  genius,  and  a  fe- 
licity of  expreliion,  to  TafTo  and  to 
Arioflo  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  com- 
plains, that,  "  quitting  life,  they 
"  betook  themfelves  to  aerial  beings 
*'  and  Utopian  charafters,  and  filled 
"  their  works  with  charms  and  vi- 
*'  fions,  the  modern  fupplements  of 
*'  the  marvellous  and  fublime.  The 
*'  beft  poets  copy  nature,  and  give 
"  it  fuch  as  they  find  it.  When 
-*'  once  they  lofe  light  of  this,  they 
*'  write  f  dfe,  be  their  talents  ever  fo 
*'  great."  But  what  fnall  we  fay 
of  thole  Utopians,  the  Cyclopes  nnd 
the  Lefirigons  in  the  Odylfey  ?  The 
hippogrif  of  Ariofto  may  be  oppof- 
cd  to  the  harpies  of  Virgil.  If 
leaves  are  turned  into  fliips  in  the 
Orlando, ,  nymphs  are  transformed 
into  fliips  in  the  Eneid.  Cacus  is  a 
more  unnatural  favage  than  Caliban. 
Nor  am  I  convinced,  that  the  ima- 
gery of  Ifmeno's  necromantic  forefl: 
in  the  Gicrufalemme  Liberata, 
guarded  by  walls  and  battlements  of 


fire,  is  lefs  marvellous  and  fublime, 
than  the  leap  of  Juno's  horfesiiithe 
Iliad,  celebrated  by  Longinus  for 
its  fingularmagnificence  and  dignity. 
On  the  principles  of  this  critic,  Vol- 
taire's Heiuiad  may  be  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  modern  epic.  But  I 
forbear  to  anticipate  my  opinion  of  a 
fyftem,  which  will  more  properly  be 
confidered,  when  I  come  to  fpeak  of 
Spenfer.  I  mufl,  however,  obiervc 
here,  that  the  Gothic  and  pagan  fic- 
tions were  now  frequently  blended 
and  incorporated.  1  he  Lady  of  the 
Lake  floated  in  the  fuite  cf  Neptune 
before  queen  Elizabeth  at  Kenil- 
worth  ;  Ariel  afllimes  the  femblance 
of  a  fea-nymph,  and  Hecate,  by  an 
eafy  afTociation,  conduds  the  rites  of 
the  weird  lifters  in  Macbeth. 

Allegory  had  been  derived  from 
the  religious  dramas  into  our  civil 
fpedacles.  The  mafques  and  pa- 
geantries of  the  age  of  Elizabeth 
were  not  only  furnifiied  by  the  hea- 
then divinities,  but  often  by  the  vir- 
tues and  vices  imperfonated,  fig-nifi- 
cantly  decorated,  accurately  dillin- 
guilhed  by  their  proper  types,  and 
reprefented  by  living  aftors.  The 
ancient  fymbolical  fliews  of  this  fort 
began  now  to  lofe  their  old  barba- 
rifm  and  a  mixture  of  religion,  and 
to  alTume  a  degree  of  poetical  ele- 
gance and  precilion.  Nor  was  it  only 
in  the  conformation  of  particular  fi- 
gures that  much  fancy  was  fliewn, 
but  in  the  contexture  of  forae  of  the 
fables  or  devices  prefentedbygroupes 
of  ideal  perfonages.  Thefe  exhibi- 
tions quickened  creative  invention, 
and  refle^led  back  on  poetry  what  po- 
etry had  given.  From  their  fami- 
liarity and  public  nature,  they  form- 
ed a  national  tafte. for  allegory;  and 
the  allegorical  poets  were  now  writ- 
ing to  the  people.  Even  romance 
was  turned  into  this  channel.  In  the 
Fairy  Queen,  allegory  i»  wrought^ 
G3  u^QH 
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upon  chivalry,  and  the  feats  Slid  fig-     meridian  of  the  noble  ft  tragic   fub- 
ments  of  Arthur's   round  tiiblc  -are     liiiiity,  to  puns  and  quibbles,  to  the 


nioraliz.ed.  I  he  virtues  of  magni- 
ficence and  chaftity  are  here  perfoni- 
fied  :  but  they  are  imaged  with  the 
forms,  and  under  the  agency,  of  ro- 
mantic knights  anddamfels.  What 
was  an  atter-thought  in  Taflb,  ap- 
pears to  have  been  Spenfer's  preme- 
ditated and  primary  delign.     In  the 


meaneft  nierriments  of  a  plebeian 
farce.  In  the  midfl  of  his  dignity, 
he  refembles  his  own  Richard  the 
Second,  the  Ikipping  king,  who 
lometjmes  difcarding  the  ftate  of  a 
monarch, 

Mingled  his  royalty  with  carping  fools. 


mean  time,  we  muft  not  confound  He  feems  not  to  have  feen  any  im- 
thcfe  moral  combatants  of  the  Fairy  propriety,  in  the  moft  abrupt  tran- 
Queen  with  fome  or  it3  other  embo-      -  •         -         ■   -  .      -      ^     _ 

died  ablh-artions,  which  are  purely 
and  profejVedly  allegorical. 

"  It  may  here  be  added,  that 
only  a  few  critical  treatifes,  and  but 
one  Art  of  Poetry,  were  now  writ- 
ten. Sentiments  and  images  were 
not  abfolutel'v  determined  by  the  ca- 
-nors  of  compofnion  :  nor  was  geni 


litions,  from  dukes  to  butibons,  frgin 
fenators  to  failors,  from  counfellors 
to  conllables,  and  from  kings  to 
clowns.     Like  Virgil's  majeftic  oak, 

— -  ■  Quantum  vcrtice  ad  auras 

^therias,    tantum    radice    in  Tartara 


tendit. 
''  No  fatire?,  properly  fo  called, 
1,13  awed  by  the  confcioufnefs  of  a     were  written  till  towards  the  latter 
future  and  iinal  arraignment  at  the     end  of  the  queen's  reign,  and   then 
tribunal  of  tafte.     A   certain  digni-     but  a  few.     Piftures  drawn  at  large 
\y  of  inattention   to  niceties  is  now     of  the  vices  of  the   times,  did   not 
vifibic  in  our  writers.     Without  too     fuit  readers  who  loved  to  wander  in 
clofeiy    cenfulting    a   criterion    of    the   regions   of   artificial  manners, 
corvcclnefs,  every  man  indulged  his     The  mule,  like  the  people,  was  too 
own    capricioufnefs    of    invention,     folemn  and  referved,  too  ceremoni- 
The  poet's  appeal  was  chicliy  to  his     ous   and  pedantic,  to  floop  to  com- 
own    voiuntiiry    ieelings,    his   own     mon  life.     Satire  is  the  poetry  of  a 
immediate    and    peculiar    mode  of    nation  highly  poliflied. 
>:onception.     And  this   freedom  of         "  The  importance  of  the  female 
tliought  was  often  exprefled  in   an     charafter  was  not  yet  acknowlegcd, 
undifguifed    franknefs   of     didlion.     nor  were  v/omen  admitted  into  the 
A  circiimft:^nce,  by  the  way,  that     general  commerce  of  fuciety.     The 
creatly  contributed  to  give  the  flow-     effeft  of  that  intercourfe  had  not  im- 
ing  modulation  which   now  marked     parted  a   qomic  air  to   poetry,    nor 
the  mcai'urta  of  our  poets,  and  w  hich     foltened  the  feverer  tone  of  our  ver- 
foon   degenerated  into    the  oppofite     lification  with  the  levities  of  gallanr 
e-itreme  of  dillonance  and  afperity.   ftrv,  and   the  familiarities    of  90m- 
Seleftion  and  difcrimination  v,'ere  of-  '  pliment,  for,"ictiraes  perhaps  operate 
ten  overlooked.      Shakfpeare  wan-     ing  on  feripus  fabjetls,  and  imper- 
deredin  purfult  of  univcrfal  nature,     ccptibly  fpreading  tbemlelyes  in  the 
'!  he  glancings,  of  his  eye  are  from     general  habits  of  ftvle  and  thought, 
heaven  to  earth,  froni  earth  to  hea-     j  do  not  me^n  to  infmuate,  that  our 
ven       We  behold  him  breaking  the     poetry  has  fufiered  from   the  great 
barriers  of  imaginary  method.     In     change  of  manners,  which  this  af- 
|he  fame  fcene^  he  defcends  from  his     fumptlon  of  the  gentler  fex,  or  ra- 
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thcv  the  Improved  ftate  of  female 
education,  lias  produced,  hy  giving 
vi'legance  and  variety  to  life,  by  en- 
larging the  fplicre  of  converfation, 
and   by  multiplying  the  topics  and 
enriching  the  tlores  of  wit  and  hu- 
mour.    But  I  am  marking  the  pecu- 
liarities of    compofition :     and   my 
meaning  was  to  fuggeil,  that  the  ab- 
fence   of    fo    imporrant   a    circum- 
llance  from  the  modes  and  conlHtu  • 
tionot  ancient  lite,  mull;  have  influ- 
enced the  conremporuty  poetry.    Of 
the  ftate  of  manners  among  our  an- 
ceilors   refpeding  this  point,  many 
traces  remain,    i  heir  fiyle  ot  court- 
ftiip  may  be  coUecSted  from  the  love- 
dialogues  of  Hamlet,  young  Percy, 
Henry  the  Fifth,   and  Mafter  Fen- 
ton.     Their  tragic    heroines,    their 
Defdemonasnnd  Ophelias,  although 
of    fo    much    confequence    in    the 
piece,    are   degraded  to    the  buck- 
ground.     In  comedy  their  ladies  are 
nothing  more  than  merry  wives,  plain 
and  chearful    matrons,    who   ftand 
upon  the  charincfs  of  their  honelly. 
In  the  fmaller   poems,  if  a  lover 
praifes  his  millrefs,  fl^e  is   compli- 
mented in  flrains  neither  polite  nor 
pathetic,  without  elegance  and  with- 
out afteftion  :    flic  is  defcribed,  not 
in  the  addrefs  of  intelligible  yet  art- 
hil  panegyric,  not  in  the  real  co- 


lours, and  with  the  genuine  accom- 
j)liflimenrs,  of  nature,  but  as  an 
eccentric  ideal  being  of  another 
fyilcm,  and  as  infpiring  fentiments 
equally  unmeaning,  hyperbolical, 
and  unnatural 

"  All  or  mofl:  of  thefe  circum- 
(lances,  contributed  tot;ivc  a  defcrip- 
tive,  a  pidturefque,  and  a  figurative 
call  to  the  poetical  language.  This 
effcdt  appears  even  in  the  profe  com- 
politions  of  the  reign  of  Elizabeth. 
In  the  fublequent  age,  profe  became 
the  language  of  poetry. 

"  In  the  mean  time,  geneial 
knowledge  was  increafing  with  a 
wide  ditfufion  and  a  hally  rapidity. 
Books  began  to  be  multiplied,  and  a 
variety  of  the  moil  ufetul  and  rational 
topics  had  been  difcuifed  in  our  own 
language.  But  fciencc  had  not  made 
too  great  advances.  On  the  whole, 
we  were  now  arrived  at  that  period, 
propitious  to  the  operations  of  ori- 
ginal and  true  poetry,  when  the  coy- 
nefs  of  fancy  was  not  always  proof 
againft  the  approaches  of  reafon, 
when  genius  was  rather  direiSled  than 
governed  by  judgment,  and  when 
tafle  and  learning  had  fp  far  only 
dilciplined  imagination,  as  to  lutfer 
its  exceifes  to  pafs  without  cenfure 
or  controul,  for  the  fake  of  the 
beauties  to  which  they  were  allied." 


On    the    TRAGIC    BALLAD. 
[From the  DissERTAXioNsprefixedto  the  Scottish  Tragic  Ballads.] 


**  '■  I  ''HAT  fpecies  of  poetry  which 
■*■  we  denominate  ballad,  is  pe- 
culiar to  a  la;irbarous  period.  In  an 
advanced  llate  of  arts,  the  comic 
ballad  allumes  the  form  of  the  long 
or  fonnet,  and  the  triigic  or  heroic 
biilbd  that  of  the  higher  ode. 
^*  The  caufe  of  our  pleafure  in 


feeing  a  mournful  event  reprefenteJ, 
or  hearing  it  defcribed,  has  been  at- 
tempted to  be  explained  by  many 
critics.  It  feems  to  arile  from  the 
mingled  paffions  of  admiration  of 
the  art  of  the  author,  curiolity  to 
attend  the  termination,  delight  arif- 
ing  from  a  reflciftion  on  our  own 
G  4  fecuiity, 
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fecurity,  and  ihe fympathetic  fpiiit.  • 

'*  In  giving  this  pkafure,  per- 
haps the  tragic  ballad  yields  to 
no  elfort  of  human  genius.  When 
we  pevufe  a  poliflied  tragedy  or  ode, 
we  admire  the  art  of  the  author,  and 
are  led  to  praife  the  invention  ;  but 
when  we  read  an  unartful  delcrip- 
tion  of  a  melancholy  event,  our  pal- 
fens  are  more  intenfely  moved. 
The  laboured  produ6tions  of  the  in- 
formed compoler  referable  a  Greek 
or  Roman  temple  ;  when  we  enter 
it,  we  admire  the  ert  of  the  buil- 
der. The  rude  etfufions  of  the 
Gothic  mufe  are  like  the  monuments 
of  their  architedure  :  we  are  filled 
with  a  religious  rever^ence,.  and,  tor- 
getting  our  praife  of  the  conciiver, 
adore  the  prefent  deity. 

"  1  believe  no  tragic  ballad  of 
renowned  anriquity  has  reached  our 
times,  if  we  deny  the  beautiful  and 
patheticCarmende  Atv;.  in  Catullus, 
at'rle  to  this  clafs ;  which,  as  a 
modern  critic  of  note  has  obferved, 
ieems  a  tranflation  from  fome  Greek 
dithyrambic,  tar  more  an.^cnt  than 
tlte  times  of  that  poet.  '-  is  tranf- 
lation of  Sappho's  ode  might  fncvv 
that  he  took  a  delight  in  the  ancient 
Greek  compoGtions,  from  which  in- 
deed he  feems  to  have  derived  in  a 
great  meafure  his  peculiarly  delicate 
vein. 

"■  But  it  was  with  the  nations  in 
a  ilate  of  barbarity,  that  this  effu- 
iion  of  the  heart  flouridied  as  in  its 
proper  foil  :  their  Ibcieties,  rude 
and  irregular,  were  full  of  viciifi- 
tudes,  and  every  hour  fubjeft  to  the 
moft  dreadful  accidents.  The  min- 
ibvls,  who  only  knew,  and  were 
infpired  by  the  prefent  manners, 
caught  the  tale  of  mortality,  and  re- 
corded it  for  the  inftrudion  and  en- 
tertairjnent  of  others.  It  pleafed 
b}'  moving  the  paffions,  and,  at  the 
fajr.e  time  ailorded  caution  to  their 


auditors    to   guard    againll    limilar 
mifadventures. 

"  h  is  amufing  to  obferve  how 
expreffive  the  poetrj-  of  every  coun- 
try is  of  its  real  manners.  That  of 
the  northern  nations  is  ferocious  to 
the  higheft  degree.  Nor  need  we 
wonder  that  thofe,  whofe  laws 
obliged  them  to  decide  the  moft 
trifling  debate  with  the  fword,  de- 
lighted in  a  vein  or  poetrv,  which 
only  painted  deeds  of  blood,  and 
objects  horrible  to  the  imagination. 
The  ballad  poetry  of  the  Spaniards 
is  tinged  with  the  romanric  fJ:illan- 
try  of  that  nation.  The  hero  is  all 
complaifance  ;  and  takes  off  his  hel- 
met in  the  heat  of  combat,  when  he 
thinks  on  his  midrefs.  That  of  the 
Englilh  is  generous  and  brave.  In 
their  moll  noble  ballad,  Percy  la- 
ments over  the  death  of  his  mortal 
foe.  That  of  the  Scots  is  perhaps, 
like  the  face  of  their  country,  more 
various  than  the  reft.  We  find  in  it 
the  bravery  of  the  Engllfli,  the  gal- 
lantry ol  the  Spaniili,  and  I  am 
afraid  in  fome  inilances  the  ferocity 
of  the  northern. 

"  A  late  writer  has  remarked, 
that,  "  the  Scottifh  tunes,  whether 
melancholy  or  gay  ;  \\'hcther  amo- 
rous, martial,  or  pafloial,  are  in  a 
ftyle  highly  original,  and  moft  feel- 
ingly exprefjive  of  all  the  paflions 
from  tue  fvveeteft  to  the  moft  ter- 
rible." 

**  In  the  true  poetic  terrible,  I 
believe,  feme  paffages  in  Hardy-- 
knute  yield  to  no  attempt  of  a  ftrong 
and  dark  fancy.  '1  he  ballad  ftyled 
Edward  may,  1  fear,  be  rather  pro- 
duced as  an  evidence  that  this  dif- 
pleafes,  when  it  riles  to  a  degree  of 
the  horrible,  which  that  fingular 
piece  certainly  partakes  of. 

"  The  pathetic  is  the  other  prin- 
cipal walk  of  the  tragic  mufe  :  and  in 
this  the  Scottiili  ballads  yield  to  no 
compofitio^a 
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compofitions  tvhatever.  What  can 
be  imagined  more  moving  than  the 
catallrophes  oi  Offian's  Darthula, 
the  motV  pathetic  of  all  poems  ?  or 
of  Hardyknute,  Child  Maurice,  and 
indeed  i^oli:  ot  the  pieces  now  col- 
leded  ?  Were  ever  the  feelings  of  a 
fond  mother  exprefled  in  language 
equal  in  fimplicitv  and  pathos  to  that 
of  Lady  Bothwell  ? — This  leads  me 
to  remark,  that  the  dialeil  in  which 
the  Scottifli  ballads  are  written  gives 
them  a  great  advantage  in  point  of 
touching  the  p.m  ons.  '  heir  lan- 
guage is  rough  and  unpolilhed,  and 
feems  to  flow  immediaiely  from  the 
heart.  We  meet  with  no  concettos 
or  far-fetched  thoughts  in  them. 
They  pofiefs  the  pathetic  power  in 
the  highell  degree,  becaufe  they  do 
not  affe(5t  it ;  and  are  ftriking  be- 
caufe they  do  not  meditate  to  ftrike. 
"  Mod:  of  the  compofitions  now 
offered  to  the  public,  have  already 
received  approbation.  The  mutilat- 
ed fragment  of  Hardyknute  for- 
merly in  print,  was  admired  and  ce- 
lebrated by  the  beft  critics.  As  it 
is  now,  I  am  inclined  to  think, 
given  in  its  original  perteftion,  it  is 
certainly  the  moil  noble  production 
in  this  ftyle  that  evet  appeared  in 
the  world.  The  manners  and  cha- 
raiSers  are  ftrongly  inarked,  and 
well  preferred  ;  the  incidents  deep- 
ly interelfing  ;  and  the  cataftrophe 
new  and  aftecling.  I  am  indebted 
for  moll  of  the  ftanzas,  now  reco- 


vered, to  the  memory   of  a  lady  in 
Lanerkfliire. 

"  A  modern  lyric  poet  of  the 
firft  clafs  has  pronounced  Child 
Maurice  a  divine  ballad.  "  Arif- 
totle's  belt  rules,"  fays  he,  "are  ob- 
ferved  in  it,  in  a  manner  that  (hews 
the  author  had  never  read  Ariftotle.** 
Indeed,  if  any  one  will  pcrufe  Arif- 
totle's  Art  of  Poetry  with  Dacier's 
elucidations,  and  afterwards  com- 
pare their  moft  approved  rules  with 
this  fimple  ballad,  he  will  find  that 
they  are  better  illullrated  by  this 
rude  effort  of  the  Gothic  mufe,  than 
by  the  moll  exquifite  tragedy  of  an- 
cient or  modern  times  ;  the  CEdi- 
pus  Tyranntis  of  Sophocles,  the 
Athalie  of  Racine,  the  Merope  of 
Maflei,  and  even  the  very  excellent 
drama,  which  feems  immediately- 
founded  on  it,  not  excepted  ;  there 
being  many  delicate  ftrokes  in  this 
original,  which  the  plot  adopted  by 
that  author  torbad  his  making  pro- 
per ufe  of.  This  does  honour  at 
once  to  the  unknown  compofer  of 
this  ballad,  and  to  the  firft  of  cri- 
tics. In  the  former  the  reader  will 
admire  a  *,enius,  that,  probably  un- 
tracked  by  erudition,  could  pro- 
duce a  ftory  correfponding  to  the  in- 
tricate though  natural  rules  of  the 
Greek  author.  To  the  latter  will  be 
readily  confirmed  the  applaufe  of  an 
ancient,  that  he  was  the  fecretary  of 
nature,  and  bis  pen  was  ever  dipped 
in  good  fcnfe." 
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[From  Dr.  Johnson's  Lives  of  the  Poets.] 

E[Mr.  Addifon]  was  in  Fre-     gnn  thcpublicaticnof  theTatler;  but 
,^  j^   land  when  Steele,  '.'.-ithout     he  was  not  long  concealed:  by  infert- 
3ny  fommunicatioji  of  his  defign,  be-    ing  a  remark  on  Virgil,  which  Addi- 

foa 
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fon  had  given  hi  ;n,  he  difcovered  hiin- 
felf.  ir  is  indeed  not  eafy  tor  any 
man  to  write  upon  literature,  or  com- 
mon life,  fo  as  not  to  make  hinifelf 
known  to  thofe  with  whom  he  tami- 
liarlv  converfes,  and  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  his  track  of  ftudy, 
his  favourite  topicks,  his  peculiar 
ncrtions,  and  his  habitual  phrafes. 

"  If  Steele  dcfired  to  write  in  fe- 
cret,  he  was  not  lucky  ;  a  lingle 
month  detefted  him.  His  firft  Tat- 
IcrwaspubiiQied  April  22  (1709),  and 
Addifon'scontribuiion  appeared  May 
26.  Tickell  obferves,  that  the  Tat- 
ler  began  and  was  concluded  without 
bis  concurrence.  This  is  doubtlefs 
literally  true  ;  but  the  work  did  not 
fiitfer  much  by  his  unconfcioufnefs 
of  its  commencement,  or  his  abfcnce 
at  itscelTiition  ;  for  he  continued  his 
aJliftaiice  to  December  23,  and  the 
paper  Hopped  on  January  i.  He  did 
not  diftinguifh  his  pieces  by  any  fig- 
nature  ;  and  I  know  not  whether  his 
mime  was  not  kept  fecret,  till  the 
papers  were  colleftedinto  volumes. 

*'  To  the  Tatler,  in  about  two 
months,  fucceeded  the  Spciffator  ;  a 
feries  of  efiaysof  the  fame  kind,  but 
Wiittenwith  lefs  levity,  upon  a  more 
regular  plan,  and  publilhed  daily. 
SUch  an  undertaking  (hewed  the  writ- 
ers not  to  dilh'uft  their  own  copiouf- 
nefs  of  materials  or  facility  of  com- 
pofition,  and  their  performance  jui- 
tified  their  confidence.  They  found, 
however,  in  their  progrefs,  many 
auxiliaries.  T  o  attempt  a  lingle  pa- 
per was  no  terrifying  labour:  many 
pieces  were  offered,  and  many  were 
received. 

*'  Addifon  had  enough  of  the  zeal 
of  party,  but  Steele  had  at  that  time 
almoil  nothing  elfe.  The  Spectator, 
in  one  of  the  firif  papers,  fhewed  the 
political  tenets  of  its  authors  ;  but  a 
refolution  was  foon  taken  of  court- 
ing gencfal  approbation   bv  geoeiaj 


topicks,  and  fubjcdts  on  which  fac- 
tion had  produced  no  diverlity  of  fcn- 
timents  ;  fuch  as  literature,  morali- 
ty, and  tamiliar  life.  To-  this  prac- 
tice they  adhered  with  very  few  de- 
viations. The  ardour  of  Steele  once 
broke  out  in  praife  of  Marlborough ; 
and  when  Dr.  Fleetwood  prefixed  to 
feme  fermons  a  preface,  overflowing 
with  whiggifh  opinions,  that  it  might 
be  read  by  the  Queen,  it  was  reprint- 
ed in  the  Spedator. 

"  To  teach  the  minuter  decencies 
and  inferior  duties,  to  regulate  the 
praftice  of  daily  converfation,  to  cor- 
red  thofe  depravities  which  are  ra- 
ther ridiculous  than  criminal,  and 
remove  thofe  grievances,  which,  if 
they  produce  no  lafiing  calamities, 
imprefs  hourly  vexation,  was  firll  at- 
tempted in  Italy  by  Cafain  his  book 
of  Manners,  and  Caifiglionc  in  his 
Courtier,  two  books  yet  celebrated 
in  Italy  for  purity  and  elegance,  and 
which,  if  they  are  now  lefs  read, 
are  negledfcd  only  becaufe  they  have 
effefted  that  reformation  which  their 
authors  intended,  and  their  precepts 
now  are  no  longer  wanted.  Their 
ufefulnefs  to  the  age  in  which  they 
were  written,  is  fufficiently  attefted 
by  the  tranflations  which  almoit  all 
the  nations  of  Europe  were  in  halle 
to  obtain. 

"  This  fpecies  of  InffruiSlion  was 
continued,  and  perhaps  advanced,  by 
the  French  :  among  whom  La  Bru- 
ycre's  Manners  of  the  h^t^  though, 
as  Boileau  remarked,  it  is  written 
without  connection,  certainly  de- 
ferves  great  praife,  for  livelinefs  of 
defcription  and  juftnefs  of  obfer- 
vation, 

"  Before  the  Tatler  and  Spefta- 
tor,  if  the  writers  for  the  Theatre 
are  excepted,  England  had  no  maf- 
ters  of  common  life.  No  writers 
had  yet  undertaken  to  reform  cither 
the  iavagenefs  of  negleiS,  or  the  im- 
pertinence 
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petunence  of  civility ;  to  teach  when 
JO  fpeak,  or  to  be  filent ;  how  to  re- 
tufc,  or  how  to  comply.  We  want- 
ed not  books  to  tcacli  us  our  more  im- 
portant duties,  and  to  fe(tle  opini- 
ons in  philoiophy  or  politics  ;  but 
;;n  arbiter  ekgantiarum,  a  judge  of 
propriety,  was  yet  wanting,  who 
ihould  furvey  the  track  of  daily  con- 
verfation,  and  free  it  from  thorns 
and  prickles,  which  tcaze  the  paiVer, 
though  they  do  not  wound  him. 

"  For  this  purpofe  nothing  is  fo 
proper  as  the  frequent  publication  of 
Ihort  papers,  wliich  we  read  not  as 
ftudy  but  amufement.  If  the  fub- 
je6t  be  Ihght,  the  treatife  likewife  is 
fhort.  The  bufy  may  find  time, 
and  the  idle  may  find  patience. 

*'  This  mode  of  conveying  cheap 
and  eafy  knowledge  began  among  us 
in  the  civil  war,  when  it  was  much 
the  interell:  of  either  party  to  raile 
and  fix  the  prejudices  of  the  people. 
At  that  time  appeared  Mercurius 
Aulicus,  Mercurius  RulHcus,  and 
Mercurius  Civicus.  It  is  laid  that 
when  any  title  grew  popular,  is  was 
flolen  by  the  antagonifl:,  who  by 
this  llratagem  conveyed  his  notions 
to  thofe  who  would  not  have  receiv- 
ed him  had  he  not  worn  the  appear- 
ance of  a  friend.  The  tumult  of 
thofe  unhappy  days  left  fcarcely  any 
rnan  Icifure  to  treafure  up  occafio- 
nalcompofitions ;  and  fo  much  were 
they  neglected,  that  a  complete 
eolle£i:ion  is  no  where  to  be  found. 

"  Thefe  Mercuries  were  fuc- 
ceeded  by  L'Eftrange's  Obfervator, 
and  that  by  Lelley's  Rchearfal,  and 
perhaps  by  others ;  but  hitherto  no- 
thing had  been  conveyed  to  the 
people  in  this  commodious  manner, 
but  controverfy  rehuingto  the  church 
or  rtatc  ;  of  which  they  taught  ma- 
ny to  talk,  v.'hom  they  could  not 
teach  to  judge. 

f  it  lias  becR  fiiggefted  that  the 


Royal   Society  was  inftituted  foon 
atter  the  Reftoration,    to  divert  the 
attention  of  the  people  from  public 
difcontent.     'i  -iC  Tatlcr  and  Spec- 
tator had  the  fame  tendency  :  they 
were  publidicd  at  a  time  when  two 
parties,  loud,   reftlefs,  and    violent, 
each  with  plaulible  declarations,  and 
each  perhaps  without  anydifline't  ter- 
mination of  its  views,  were  agitating 
the  nation :    to   minds  heated   with 
political  conteft,  they  fupplied  cool- 
er and  more  inoffenfive  reflcdions ; 
and  it  is  faid  by  Addifon,  in  a  fub- 
fequent  work,  that  they  had  a  per- 
ceptible influence  upon  the  conver- 
fation  of  that  time,  and  taught  the 
trolick  and  the  gay  to  unite  merri- 
ment with  decency  ;  an  effeft  which 
they  can  never  wholly  lofe,  while 
they  continue  to  be  among  the  firft 
books  by  which  both  faxes  are  initi- 
ated in  the  elegancies  of  knowledge. 
"  The  Tatler  and  Spe6tator  redu- 
ced, like  Cafa,  the  unfettled  prac- 
tice of  daily  intercourfe  to  proprie- 
ty  and   politenefs  ;     and,     like   La 
Bruyere,    exhibited    the  characters 
and  manners  of  the  age.     The  per- 
fonages   introduced  in  thefe  papers 
were  not    merely  ideal ;   they  were 
then  known,  and  confpicuous  in  va- 
rious ftations.     Of  the  Tatler  this  is 
told  by  Steele  in  his  lafl:  paper,  and 
of  the  Spechitor  by  Budgell  in  the 
preface    to  Theophraftus ;    a   book 
which  Addifon   has  recommended, 
and  which  he  was  fufpcfted  to  have 
revifed,  if  he  did  not  wTire  it.     Of 
thofe  portraits,  which  may  be  fup- 
.  poled   to  be  fometimes  embellifiied, 
and  fometimes  aggravated,  the  ori- 
ginals are  partly  known,  and  partly 
forgotten. 

"  But  to  fay  that  they  united  the 
plans  of  two  or  three  eminent  wri- 
ters, is  to  give  them  but  a  fmall 
part  of  their  due  praife  :  they  fu- 
peruddcd   literature    and   criticifm, 

ap4 


[io8]      ACCOUNT  of  the  TATLER  and  SPECTATOR. 


and  fometimes  towered  far  above 
their  predeceflbrs,  and  taught,  with 
great  juitnefs  of  argument  and  dig- 
nity of  language,  t'.  e  moll;  impor- 
tant duties  and  fublime  truths. 

"  All  thefe  topicks  were  happily 
varied  with  elegant  fiitions  and  re- 
fined allegories,  and  illuminated 
with  diiferent  changes  of  ftyle  and 
felicities  of  invention. 

"  It  is  recorded  by  Eudgell,  that 
of  the  characters  feigned  or  exhibited 
in  the  SpecTtator,  the  favourite  of 
Addifon  was  Sir  Roger  de  Cover- 
ley,  of  whom  he  had  formed  a  very 
delicate  and  difcriminated  idea, 
which  he  would  not  fuffer  to  be  vio- 
lated ;  and  therefore  when  Steele 
had  fliewn  him  innocently  picking  up 
a  girl  in  the  Temple,  and  taking 
iier  to  a  tavern,  he  drew  upon  him- 
felf  fo  much  of  his  friend's  indigna- 
tion, that  he  was  forced  to  appeafe 
him  by  a  promife  of  forbearing  Sir 
Roger  for  the  time  to  come. 

"  The  reifon  w^hich  induced  Cer- 
vantes to  bring  his  hero  to  the  grave, 
far  a  iu'i  fola  nacio  Don  ^eixoie,  y  yo 
para  f/,  made  Addifon  declare,  with 
an  undue  vehem.ence  of  expreffion, 
that  he  would  kill  Sir  Roger ,  be- 
ing of  opinion  that  they  were  born 
for  one  another,  and  that  any  other 
hand  would  do  him  wrong. 

"  It  may  be  doubted  whether  Ad- 
difon ever  filled  up  his  original  deli- 
neation. He  defcribes  his  knight  as 
having  his  imagination  fomewhat 
warped  ;  but  of  this  perverlion  he 
has  made  very  little  ufe.  The  irre- 
gularities,, in  Sir  Roger's  conduct, 
feem  not  fo  much  the  eiTefts  of  a 
mind  deviating  from  the  beaten 
track  of  life,  by  the  perpetual  prcf- 
fure  of  fome  overwhehning  idea,  as 
of  habitual  rufticity,  and  that  neg- 
ligence which  foiitary' grandeur  na- 
turally generates. 

*'  The  variable  weather  of  the 


mind,  the  flying  vapours  of  incipi- 
ent madnefs,  which  from  time  to 
time  cloud  reafon,  without  eclipf- 
ing  it,  it  requires  fo  much  nicety  to 
exhibit,  that  Addifon  feems  to  have 
been  deterred  from  profecuting  his 
own  defign. 

"  To  Sir  Roger,  who,  as  a  coun- 
try gentleman,  appears  to  be  a  tory, 
or,  as  it  is  gently  expreil'ed,  an  ad- 
herent to  the  landed  intereif,  is  op- 
pofed  Sir  Andrew  Freeport,  a  new 
man,  a  uealthy  merchant,  zealous 
for  the  moneyed  intereft,  and  a  whig. 
Of  this  contrariety  of  opinions,  it 
is  probable  more  confequences  were 
at  firft  intended  than  could  be  pro- 
duced, when  the  refolution  was  taken 
to  exclude  party  from  the  paper. 
Sir  Andrew  does  but  little,  and 
that  little  feems  not  to  have  pleafed 
Addifon,  who,  when  he  difmiifed 
him  frorp  the  club,  changed  his  opi- 
nions. Steele  had  made  him  in  the 
true  fpirit  of  unfeeling  commerce, 
declare  that  he  ivould  not  build  an 
hofpltalfor  idle  people;  but  at  lall:  he 
buys  land,  fettles  in  the  coun- 
try, and  builds  not  a  manufactory, 
but  an  hofpital  for  twelve  old  huf- 
bandmen,  for  men  with  whom  a 
merchant  has  little  acquaintance, 
and  whom  he  commonly  confiders 
with  little  kindnefs. 

"  Of  eifays  thus  elegant,  thus 
inftruCtive,  and  thus  cdmmodioufly 
dillributed,  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe 
the  approbation  genera),  and  the  fale 
numerous.  I  once  heard  it  obferv- 
ed,  that  the  fale  may  be  calculated 
by  the  produftof  the  tax,  related  in 
the  lail  number  to  produce  more 
than  twenty  pounds'  a  week,  and 
therefore  ftated  at  one  and  twenty 
pounds,  or  three  pounds  ten  fliillings 
a  day  :  this,  at  a  haif-penny  a  pa- 
per, will  give  fixteen  hundred  and., 
eighty  for  the  daily  number. 
"*'  This  fale    is   not  great ;    yet 
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-his,  if  Swift  be  credited,  was  likely  his  endlefs  mention  cf  the  fair  fex, 
to  grow  lefs  ;  for  he  declares  that  had  before  his  reccfs  \\  caried  his 
the  Spectator,  whom  he  ridicules  for     readers." 
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*i  A  ^  ^  writer,  he  is  entitled  to 
£\_  one  praife  of  the  higheft 
kind  ;  his  mode  of  thinking,  and  0|t 
expreffing  his  thoughts,  is  original. 
His  blank  verfe  is  no  more  the  blank 
verfe  of  Milton,  or  of  any  other 
poet,  than  the  rhymes  of  Prior  are 
the  rhymes  of  Cowley.  His  num- 
bers, his  paufes,  his  diftion,  are  of 
his  own  growth,  without  tranfcrip- 
rion,  without  imitation.  He  thinks 
in  a  peculiar  train,  and  he  thinks 
always  as  a  man  of  genius  ;  he  looks 
round  on  Nature  and  on  Life,  with 
the  eye  which  N;iture  beftows  only 
on  a  poet ;  the  eye  that  diftinguifhes, 
in  every  thing  prefented  to  its  view, 
whatever  there  is  on  which  imagina- 
icion  can  delight  to  be  detained,  and 
with  a  mind  that  at  once  compre- 
hends the  vaft,  and  attends  to  the 
minute.  The  reader  of  the  Seafons 
wonders  that  he  never  faw  before 
xvhat  Thomfon  fhews  him,  and  that 
he  never  yet  has  felt  what  Thom- 
fon impreifes. 

"  His  is  one  of  the  works  in 
tfhich  blank  verfe  feems  properly 
ufed  ;  Thomfon's  wide  expanfion 
of  general  views,  and  his  enumera- 
tion of  circumftantial  varieties, 
would  have  been  obflruded  and  em- 
barrafled  by  the  frequent  interfec- 
tions  of  the  fenfe,  which  are  the 
neceffary  effects  of  rhyme. 

*'  His  defcriptions  of  extended 
fcenes  and  general  effefts  bring  be- 
fore us  the  whole  magnificence  of 
Nature,  whether  pleafing  or  dread- 
ful.    The    gaiety  of  Spring,    the 


fplendour  of  Summer,  the  tranquil- 
lity of  Autumn,  and  the  horror  of 
Winter,  take  in  their  turns  pofTeffion^ 
of  the  mind.  The  pcet  leads  us 
through  the  appearances  of  things  as 
they  are  fuccellively  varied  by  the 
viciffitudes  of  the  year,  and  imparts 
to  us  fo  much  of  his  own  enthufiafm, 
that  our  thoughts  expand  with  his 
imagery,  and  kindle  with  his  fenti- 
ments.  Nor  is  the  naturaiift  with- 
out his  p:irt  in  the  entertainment  ; 
for  he  is  affifled  to  recolleft  and  to 
combine,  to  arrange  his  difcoveries, 
and  to  Amplify  the  fphere  of  his  con- 
templation. 

"  The  great  defefi  of  the  Seafons 
is  want  of  m.ethod  ;  but  for  this  I 
know  not  that  there  was  any  reme- 
dy. Of  many  appearances  fubfift- 
ing  all  at  once,  no  rule  can  be  given 
why  one  fliould  be  mentioned  before 
another :  yet  the- memory  wants  the 
help  of  order,  and  the  curiofity  is 
not  excited  by  fufpenfe  or  expec- 
tation. 

"  His  diaion  is  in  the  highefl 
degree  florid  and  luxuriant,  llich  as 
may  be  faid  to  be  to  his  images  and 
thoughts  l>of/?  their  lajlre  and  their 
Jhade;  fuch  as  inverts  them  with 
fplendour,  through  which  perhaps 
they  are  not  always  eafily  difcerned. 
It  is  too  exuberant,  and  fometimes 
may  be  charged  with  filling  the  ear 
more  than  the  mind. 

"  Thefe  Poems,  with  which  I  was 
acquainted  at  their  firft  appearance, 
I  have  fince  found  altered  and  en- 
larged by  fubfequent  revifals,  as  the 
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author  fuppofed  his  judgement  to 
grow  more  exaft,  and  :is  books  or 
converfation  extended  his  knowledge 
and  opened  his  profpetfts.  They 
are,  1  think,  improved  in  general  ; 


yet  I  know  not  whether  they  have 
not  loft  part  of  what  Temple  calls 
their  race  ;  a  word  which,  applied 
to  wines,  in  its  primitive  fenfe, 
means  the  flavour  of  the  foil." 


CHARACTER  of  Dr.  YOUNG's  POETRY. 
[From  the  fame  Work.] 


kF  Young's  Poems  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  give  any  general 
charafter  ;  for  he  has  no  uniformity 
of  manner  :  one,  of  his  pieces  has 
no  great  refemblance  to  another. 
He  began  to  write  early,  and  con- 
tinued long  ;  and  at  dift'erent  times 
had  different  modes  of  poetical  ex- 
cellence in  view.  His  numbers  are 
fometimes  fmooth,  and  fometimes 
rugged  :  his  ftyle  is  fometimes  con- 
catenated, and  fometimes  abrupt  ; 
fometimes  diftufive,  and  fometimes 
concife.  His  plan  feems  to  have 
fiarted  in  his  mind  at  the  prefent 
moment,  and  his  thoughts  appear 
the  effects  of  chance,  fometimes  ad- 
verfe,  and  fometimes  lucky,  with 
very  little  operation  of  judgement. 

"  He  was  not  one  of  the  writers 
whom  experience  improves,  and 
who  obferving  their  own  faults  be- 
come gradually  correct.  His  Poem 
on  the  Laft  Day,  his  firft  great  per- 
formance, has  an  equability  and 
propriety,  which  he  afterwards  either 
never  endeavoured  or  never  attained. 
l\Iany  paragraphs  are  noble,  and  few 
are  mean,  yet  the  whole  is  languid  ; 
the  plan  is  too  much  extended,  and 
a  fuccelTion  of  images  divides  and 
weakens  the  general  conception ;  but 
the  great  reafon  why  the  reader  is 
difappoint/d  is,  that  the  thought  of 
the  Last  Day  makes  every  man 
more  than  poetical,  by  fpreading 
over  his  mind  a  general  oblcurity  of 
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ftcred   horror,    that   opprefles   dif- 
tindion,  and  difdains  expreffion. 

"  His  ftory  of  Jane  Grey  was  ne- 
ver popular.  It  is  written  with 
elegance  enough,  but  Jane  is  too 
heroick  to  be  pitied. 

"  The  Univerfal  Paffion  is  indeed 
a  very  great  performance.  It  is  faid 
to  be  a  feries  of  epigrams  ;  but  if  it 
be,  it  is  what  the  author  intended  : 
his  endeavour  was  at  the  produdion 
of  ftrlkingdiftichs  and  pointed  fen- 
tences  ;  and  his  dillichs  have  the 
weight  of  folid  fentiment,  and  his 
points  the  flvarpnefs  of  reliftlefs 
truth.  His  characters  are  often  fe- 
lefted  with  difcernment,  and  drawn 
with  nicety  ;  his  illuftrations  are 
often  happy,  and  his  reflections  often 
juft.  His  fpecies  ot  fatire  is  between 
tliofe  of  Horace  and  of  Juvenal  ;  he 
has  the  gaiety  ot  Horace  without  his 
laxity  ot  numbers,  and  the  morality 
of  Juvenal  with  greater  variation  of 
images.  He  plays,  indeed,  only  on 
the  furface  of  life .;  he  never  peiie- 
tratcs  the  recclTes  of  the  mind,  and 
therefore  the  whole  power  of  his 
poetry  is  exhaulled  by  a  fingle  pe- 
rufal  ;  his  conceits  pleafc  only  when 
they  furprlle. 

"  To  tranfl;ite  he  never  conde- 
fcended,  unlel's  his  Paraphrafe  on 
Job  may  beconfidcred  as  a  vcrfion  ; 
in  which  he  has  not,  *T  think,  been ' 
unfuccefsful  :  he  indeed  favoured 
himfelf,     by    chufing'    thofe    parts 
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which  moft  eufily  admit  the   orna- 
ments of  Englilh  poetry. 

"  He  had  Icall  fuccefs  in  his 
lyrick  attempts,  in  which  he  feenis 
to  have  been  under  ibinc  malignant 
influence  :  he  is  ahvays  labouring  to 
be  great,  and  at  lali:  is  only  turgid. 

"  In  his  Night  Thoughts  he  has 
exhibited  a  very  widedifplay  ot  ori- 
ginal poetry,  variegated  with  deep 
refleftions  and  llriking  alluiions,  a 
wildernefs  of  thought,  in  which  the 
fertility  of  fancy  Icatters  flowers  of 
every  hue  and  of  every  odour.  This 
is' one  of  the  few  poems  in  which 
blank  verfe  could  not  be  changed  tor 
rhyme  but  with  dlfadvantage.  The 
wild  diff"ufion  of  the  fentiments,  and 
the  digreffive  fallies  of  imagination, 
would  have  been  comprefled  and 
rcftrained  by  regard  to  rhyme.  The 
excellence  of  this  work  is  not  exaft- 
nefs,  but  coploufnefs  ;  particular 
lines  are  not  to  be  regarded  ;  the 
power  is  in  the  whole,  and  in  the 
whole  there  is  a  magnificence  like 
that  afcribed  to  a  Chinefe  plantation, 
the  magnificence  of  vail:  extent  and 
cndlefs  dlverlity. 

'*  His  laft  poem  was  the  Refigna- 
tion  ;  in  which  he  made,  as  he  was 
accuftomed,  an  experiment  of  a  new 
mode  of  writing,  and  fucceeded  bet- 
ter than  in  his  Ocean  or  his  iNJer- 
chant.  It  was  very  falfely  repre- 
linted  as  a  proof  of  decaying  facul- 
ties. T  here  is  Young  in  every 
flanza,  fuch  as  he  often  was  in  his 
higheil:  vigour. 

"  His  Tragedies  not  making  part 
of  this  Colledtion,  I  had  forgotten, 
till  Mr.  Steevens  recalled  them  to 
my  thoughts  by  remarking,  that  he 
fcemed  to  have  one  favourite  ca- 
taftrophe,  as  his  three  Plays  all  con- 
cluded with  laviQi  fuicide;  a  method 
hy  which,  as  Dryden  remarked,  a 
poeteafily  rids  his  icene  of  perlbns 


whom  he  wants  not  to  keep  alive. 
In  Bufuis  there  are  the  greatcil 
ebullitions  ot  imagination;  but  the 
pride  of  Bufiris  is  fuch  as  no  other 
man  can  have,  and  the  whole  is  too  re- 
mote from  known  life  to  raife  either 
grief,  terror,  or  indignation.  The 
Revenge  approaches  much  nearer  to 
human  prattices  and  manners,  and 
therefore  keeps  pofleirion  of  the 
Itage  :  the  firlf  defign  feems  fug- 
gelled  by  Othello  ;  but  the  reflect- 
ions, the  incidents,  and  the  diftiorij, 
are  original.  The  moral  obferva- 
tions  are  fo  introduced,  and  fo  ex- 
prefled,  as  to  have  all  the  novelty 
that  can  be  required.  Of  The  Bro- 
thers I  may  be  allowed  to  fay  no- 
thing, fince  nothing  was  ever  faid  of 
it  by  the  public. 

"  It  muft  be  allowed  of  Youn|;*5 
poetry,  that  it  abounds  in  thought, 
but  without  much  accuracy  or  fe- 
ledion.  When  he  lays  hold  of  au 
illuftration,  he  purfues  it  beyond 
expeftation,  fometimes  happily,  as 
in  his  parallel  of  Quickfiiver  with 
Pleafure,  which  I  have  heard  re- 
peated with  approbation  by  a  lady, 
ot  whofc  pralle  he  would  have  been 
julfly  proud,  and  which  is  very  in- 
genious, very  fubtle,  and  almofr 
exad:  :  but  fometimes  he  is  lefs 
lucky,  as  when,  in  his  Night 
'i  hpughts,  having  it  dropped  into 
his  mind,  that  the  orbs,  floating  in 
fpace,  might  be  called  the  clufter  of 
creation,  he  thinks  on  a  cluiler  of 
grapes,  and  fays,  that  they  all  hang 
on  the  great  vine,  drinking  the  ue£t- 
areous  juice  of  immortal  life. 

*'  His  conceits  arc  fometimes  yet 
lefs  valuable :  in  the  Lall  Day,  he 
hopes  to  illuilrate  the  re-aflembly  of 
the  atoms  that  compofe  the  human 
body  at  the  trump  of  doom,  by  the 
collection  of  bees  into  a  fwarm  at 
the  tinkling  of  a  pan. 

"  Ths 
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*'  The  Prophet  fays  of  Tyre,  that 
her  Merchants  are  Princes  ;  Young 
lays  of  Tyre  in  his  Merchant, 

Her  merchants  Princes,  and  each  deck 
a  Throne. 

Let  burlefque  try  to  go  beyond  him. 

*'  He  has  the  trick  of  joining  the 
turgid  and  familiar  :  to  buy  the 
alliance  of  Britain,  "  Climes  were 
paid  down."  Antithefis  is  his  fa- 
Tourite,  "  T  hey  for  kind  nefs  hate  ;" 
and  "  becaufe  file's  right,  file's  ever 
in  the  wrong." 

"  His  verfification  is  his  own  ; 
neither  his  blank  nor  his  rhyming 
lines  have  any  refemblance  to  thofe 
of  former  writers  :  he  picks  up  no 
hemiftichs  ;  he  copies  no  favourite 
cxpreflions  ;  he  feems  to  have  laid 


up  no  ftores  of  thought  or  didlon, 
but  to  owe  all  to  the  fortuitous  fug- 
geftions  of  the  prefent  moment. 
Yet  I  have  i-eafon  to  believe  that, 
when  once  he  had  formed  a  new  de- 
fign,  he  then  laboured  it  with  very 
patient  induftry,  and  that  he  com- 
pofed  with  great  labour,  and  fre- 
quent revifions. 

"  His  verfes  are  formed  by  no 
certain  model ;  for  he  is  no  more 
like  himfelf  in  his  different  pro- 
duftions  than  he  is  like  others.  He 
feems  never  to  have  ftudied  profodv, 
nor  to  have  had  any  direction  but 
from  his  own  ear.  But,  with  all 
his  defefts,  he  was  a  man  of  genius 
and  a  poet," 
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Account  of  the  METHODS  of   BOTANY  before  Linnaeus  wrote. 


[From   Dr.  Pulteney's  General  View  of  the  Writings  of  Linn^bus.] 


"  TT  may  not  be  improper  to  pre- 
X  iTiile  fome  obfervations  on  me- 
thods of  botany  in  general,  before 
oar  author  wrote.  It  is  needlefs  to 
ur^e  the  neceffity  of  method  in  the 
iKidy  of  nature,  as  it  is  the  very 
foul  of  fcience  ;  and,  amidft  fuch  a 
multitude  of  objects  which  the  ve- 
getable kingdom  aftords,  all  attempts 
towards  the  acquilition  of  knowledge 
without  it,  mull  end  in  uncertainty 
and  confufion.  We  have  fufficient 
proofs  of  this  in  the  writers  upon 
plants  before  the  invention  of  fyll- 
ems,  and  fee  and  deplore  the  want 
of  them,  in  the  lofs  of  many  valu- 
able articles,  not  only  in  the  Materia 
Medica,  but  in^the  Materia  Pi6loria, 
and  Tinftorla  of  the  ancients.  Ar- 
ticles, the  virtues  and  properties  of 
which  appear  to  have  been  well 
ufcertained,  are  now  loll  to  us,  for 
want  of  a  more  fcientific  arrange- 
ment of  the  fubje6ts,  and  accuracy 
in  the  defcriptions  of  them. 

"  Botanic  writers  chofe  very  dif- 
ferent methods  of  arranging  plants, 
not  only  before,  but  lince,  the  in- 
vention of  fyftematic  botany.  The 
alphabetic  has  been  much  followed, 
efpecially  in  local  catalogues.  Some 
have  dilpofed  the  plants  according 
to  the  time  of  flowering  ;  as  Pauli, 
in  his  Quadriparituni  Botanicum, 
publiflied  in  1639  :  Befler,  in  the 
Hortus  Eyflettenfis,  1640  ;  and 
J781. 


Dillenius,  in  the  Catalogus  Giflenfis, 
1719.  Others  have  arranged  them 
according  to  the  different  places  of 
their  growth  ;  as  the  authors  of  the 
Hirtoria  Lugduncnlis,  in  1587  :  and 
fome  according  to  their  virtues  in 
medicine.  Others  again,  obferving 
that  numbers  of  vegetables  agreed 
with  each  other  in  their  general  ha- 
bit and  appearance,  or  had  a  certain 
harmony  and  proportion  in  the 
form  and  difpofition  of  their  roots, 
leaves,  flov/ers,  or  fruit  ;  in  their 
particular  mode  of  growing,  flow- 
ering, or  foliation,  fawthat  they 
naturally  fell  as  it  were  into  clalTes, 
agreeable  to  fuch  difllnftions.  Hence 
their  divilion  ot  trees,  into  pomife- 
r-r^  ' prunifera^_  hacc'ifcra:,  nuclfer<^^ 
gJandiftr.-i\,  &c.  ;  of  herbs,  into 
hulhof^e^  filiquofee^  umbellifer,^^  ver- 
ticillafai  papUiftnaci'O',  &c.  Thefe 
were  fo  many  clalfes  or  orders,  which 
nature  had  fo  charafterized  that 
they  could  not  efcape  their  notice  ; 
and,  could  all  the  fubjefts  of  the 
vegetable  kingdom  be  properly  re- 
duced to  fuch  combinations,  and  the 
whole  chain  properly  conne6led,  we 
fliould  then  fee  what  is  meant  by  the 
natural  method,  that  ultimum  et  de- 
Jidcratnm  of  botany,  of  which  our 
author  fays,  however,  "  Nee  /per  are 
fas  f/?,  qiind  nojira  ^i^s  Jyjlema 
qiioddam  naturalc  'viderc  queat^  et  -uix 
feri  iiepotcs,''  NeVerthelefs  the  beft 
H  writers 


[1X4] 


METHODS    OF    BOTANY. 


writers  of  the  laft  century,  fuch  were 
John  and  Cafpar  Bauhine,  endea- 
voured to  preferve  the  above  men- 
tioned arrangement,  although  it 
was  in  a  rude  manner.  In  this  they 
were  followed  by  our  own  country- 
men Gerard  and  Parkinfon  ;  but  as 
they  eftabliftied  no  precife  defini- 
tions to  their  chiffes,  fo  in  their  fub- 
divifions,  or  chapters,  they  paid  lit- 
tle or  no  regard  to  the  minuter  parts 
of  diftinctlon,  taken  from  the  truc- 
tification  :  hence,  nothing  like  ge- 
iierical  notes  can  be  diicovered  in 
their  methods  :  fo  that  the  only 
refource,  in  finding  many  of  their 
plants^  was,  to  read  over  their  long 
and  tedious  defcription?,  which, 
after  all,  were  frequently  infufficient 
to  diilinguiih  the  plant  fought  for. 

"  That  great  naturalill:  Conradc 
Gefner,  who  died  in  11565,  in  his 
i;oth  year,  appears  to  have  been  the 
firft  who  thought,  with  any  preci- 
fion,  of  a  method  of  claffing  plants 
from  the  flo->'-er,  or  fruit  ;  but  he 
only  flightlv  touches  thereon  in  his 
epiftles  :  he  lived  not  to  bring  any 
thing  to  perfection  in  this  way.  It 
was  referved  for  Czefalpinus,  phy- 
iician  to  pope  Clement  VI 11.  to  be 
the  firft  author  who  arranged  plants 
in  a  true  fyilematic  manner,  in  his 
Libri  de  Plantis,  publiihcd  in  i  ;;83, 
in  which  he  eftabliflies  the  charafters 
principally  from  the  fruit.  It  is 
wonderful,  that  after  this  time, 
though  fo  many  eminent  botanifts 
fiourin.ed,  among  whom  were  the 
tu-o  Bauhines,  no  one  ever  thought 
of  purfuina  the  plan  he  laid  down, 
until  Morifon  and  Ray,  who  both 
puhliflied,  nearly  together,  their 
feparate  fyflems,  founded  alfo  upon 
diftinftions  principally  drawn  from 
the  fruit.  Since  their  time,  others 
have  laboured  to  bring  their  fyllems 
to'  }^rfe(Siion  ;  as  Knaut  in  Ger- 
many ;    faul  Herman,   and  Boer- 
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haave,  in  Holland  :  and  Diilenius,. 
late  proteffor  at  Oxford,  had  ilill 
farther  perfeftcd  Mr.  Ray's  method, 
as  is  evident  from  the  arrangement 
he  has  given  to  the  Britifli  plant?,  in 
the  third  edition  of  that  author's 
Synopfis. 

' '  Several  elegant  fy ftems  havealfo 
been  formed  from  the  flower,  as  the 
bafis  of  the  claffical  character  ;  in 
confidcring  which,  both  the  regu- 
larity and  irregularity  as  well  as 
the  number  of  the  petals,  have  been 
made  the  principal  drllinction.  Ri- 
vini,  at  Leipfic,  in  1690,  was  the 
firft  who  took  the  flower  as  the 
foundation  ot  his  methoti,  as  did 
Ruppius  in  1 7  1 8.  But  no  one  car- 
ried this  method  to  fuch  perfe£lioii 
as  Tournefort,  in  1694,  who  forms 
his  claffical  character  from  the  figure 
of  the  flower,  and  ellabliihes  his 
orders  or  fubdivifions  on  the  diiFerent 
fituation  of  the  fruit,  whether  above 
or  below  the  empalement  or  recep- 
tacle. 

"  Befidesthefe  methods,  in  which 
the  authors  have  confidered  one  part 
only,  either  flower  or  fruit,  as  the 
bafe  of  their  fyftems,  feveral  others 
have  been  conftrucfed- of  late  years, 
in  which  vegetables  have  been  ar- 
ranged, as  far  as  poffible,  according 
to  what  have  been  called  the  natural 
clafl'es  :  the  found<~.tions  of  which 
take  in  a  numerous  fct  of  characters,, 
arifing  from  a  combination  and 
agreement  in  the  habit  of  the  plants, 
as  well  as  their  harmony  in  the  ef- 
lential  parts  of  fructification.  Among 
thefe,  that  of  Van  Royen,  late  pro- 
feflbr  at  Leyden,  is  among  the  moft 
elegant  attempts  towards  tins  ulti- 
mum  in  botany.  This  is  exhibited 
in  the  rrodromus  Ylorx  Leydenfis, 
1740.  He  is  is  followed  by  Gmelin, 
in  the  Flora  Sibirica,  1747,  &c. 
Thefe  authors,  as  alfo  L.  Gerard, 
in  his  Flora  Gallo  Provincialis,  Paris 
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I76r,  preferve the  natural  gcneiical 
charadters  of  Linnaeus  almolt  entire 
through  their  iydems  ;  and  the  lat- 
ter writer  has,  with  fonie  variations, 
taken  the  orders  ot  a  natural  me- 
thod, conflrudted  by  B.  juffieu,  for 
his  clafles.  '  Haller  alfo  planned, 
and  brought  to  s^reat  perfection,  a 
niethod  of  this  kind,  as  is  exhibited 
in  his  Enumeratio  i-,tirpiuin  Hel- 
vetia, 174.2,  and  in  the  Hortus 
Gottingenfis,  17^3,  which  he  has 
fincc  ft  ill  more  elaborated,  in  a  work 
of  infinite  !alx)ur  and  merit,  the 
Hiftoria  Stirpiura  Helvetiks,  3  torn. 
fol.  1768. 

"  Linnasus  himfelf  very  early  at- 
tempted a  natural  method  :  but  it  is 
evident  he  thought  therfc  were  too 
many  links  wanting  in  the  chain,  to 
render  it  the  readieft  guide  to  bo- 
tanical fcience  ;  fincc  he  foon  dc- 
ferted  it,  although  he  continued  to 
improve  it  to  the  lait  :  however  he 
only  reduced  the  genera  into  orders, 
but  did  not  venture  fo  far  as  to  form 
theclaffical  part  of  a  fyrtem  on  that 
plan.  The  prefent  learned  and'  in- 
defatigable profefToF  Dr.  Hope,  at 
Edinburgh,  whofe  zeal  and  fuccefs 
in  cultivating  and  diftliiing  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Linniean  iyllem  are 
'well  known,  has  conftrutted  perhaps 
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the  moft  elaborate  atttempt  of  this 
kind  that  the  botanills  have  ever 
lecn.  We  join  with  many  others  in 
vviniing  that  he  may  be  enabled  to 
give  it  all  that  perfeftion  which  may 
encourage  him  to  prefent  it  to  the 
public. 

"  Methods  have  alfo  been  formed 
from  the  different  fpecies  and  ar- 
rangement of  the  c-alyx,  or  cup  of 
the  flower  in  phints.  Profefibr 
Magnol,  of  Montpelier,  publiflied 
in  1720,  on  this  plan  ;  and  Linnceus 
himfelf  in  17^7,  but  he  did  not 
purfue  it. 

"  Every  method  of  arrangement 
hath  its  advantage  in  fome  refpeft  or 
other  ;  and  it  is  furely  rather  to  be 
regretted,  howlbever  the  flower  may- 
claim  thepieference,  that  a  method 
founded  in  the  difiinftions  of  the 
fruit,  (liould  not  alfo  have  as  it  were 
a.  fecondary  place  in  common  ufe  ; 
for,  as  all  artificial  methods  are  only 
fuppofed  to  be  fo  mM^y  fuccedauea 
to  the  natural  one,  a  due  attention 
to  each  might  tend  to  illu Urate  the 
natural  dalles,  to  conned  them, 
reduce  the  anomalies,  and  fo  far 
pave  the  way  to  the  accomplidiment 
ot  that  fcheme,  which,  however, 
wiU  yet  by  many  be  confidered  as 
quite  impradicable  in  botany." 


LINNiEUS's  ARRANGEMENT  of  the  PLANTS. 

[From  the  fatrie'Work.] 


t,  T  INN.EUS  was  the  firft  who 
_  JL^  conftituted  the  liamina  and 
piftilsas  the  bafisof  an  artificial  me- 
thod of  arranging  plants  ;  and  he 
tells  us,  in  his  Clalfes  Piantarum,  he 
was  led  to  this  by  confidering  the 
great  importance  of  thefe  parts  in 
vegetation.  They  alone  are  the 
effentials  neceflary  to  fruaification  ; 


all  other  parts,  except  the  anthera 
and  ftigma,  being  wanting  in  fome 
flowers  J  and  the  prefent  philofophy 
of  botany  regards  the  former  as  the 
male,  and  the  latter  as  the  female 
organs  of  generation  in  plants.  As 
fuch  indeed  they  muft  be  confidered 
analogically,  and  in  a  philofophical 
View  J  yet,  perhaps,  the  Linnaean 
H  2  fyilemj 
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fyftem,  admirable  as  it  is,  would 
not  hdve  been  lefs  acceptable  had  the 
claffical  terms  been  expreilive  only 
of  number  and  iituation,  without 
regard  to  the  offices  of  the  parts  in 
framing  the  tcnns.  Ludwig,  of 
Leipfic,  who  has  endeavoured  to 
combine  the  fyilems  of  Rivinus  and 
Linnaeus,  by  taking  his  clafTes  from 
the  method  of  the  former,  and  his 
orders  from  that  of  the  latter,  has 
avoided  this  mode  of  expreilicn,  in 
fubftituting  the  tenns  monantbaa^ 
7iionnJ?yl.Vj  &c.  &c. 

"  i  be  author  begins  the  new  and 
fenlarg'ed  edition  of  the  Syfrema 
Vcg-.'tabilium  of  ly'j;,  by  prcmiiing 
a  compendious  view  of  the  phitofo- 
phy  of  vegetation,  and  then  pro- 
ceeds to  what  he  calls  Delineatio 
Plantce,  fomething  analogous  to 
what  he  had  entitled,  in  the  editions 
prior  to  the  lofh,  Mcthodus  De- 
mon ftrandi  Vegetabilia.  Here  he 
introduces  all  the  lei-ms  he  makes 
life  of,  in  defcrlbing  plants,  and,  by 
a  methodical  and  apt  difpontion  of 
them,  really  explahis  them  at  the 
fame  time.  After  this,  he  gives  the 
Clavis  cr  CharacTteres  Ciairium,  and 
then  comes  to  the  fyi^cm  itfeU. 

■ "  The  prerogative  of  any  arti- 
ficial fvftem  in  botwny,  is  fuppofcd 
to  confill  in  its  keeping  together,  as 
much  as  pof?ible,  the  genera,  in  what 
are  called  the  natural  cLifies  or  or- 
ders, arid  thus  fo  far  approaching  to 
the  •yftem  of  nature.  All  arrititial 
fyirems  being  founded  on  fome,  or 
o.her,  or  all  the  parts  of  fructifica- 
lion,  without  regard  to  habit,  will 
be  found  in  many  inftances  to  break 
the  order  of  the  natural  clalTes,  and. 
disjoin  genera,  which  nature  feems 
to  have  clafTed.  The  more  fimple 
and  uriifo'-m  the  clalTical  characflers 
of  any  fyllem  ?.re,  the  more  they 
are  likely  to  interfere  irt  this  refpcft  : 
ileverthelefs,  it  is  pleafmg  to  ob- 
ferve,  how  well  many  of  the  natu- 


ral clafles  are  kept  together  in  the 
Linna;an  fyftem  ;  the  characters  of 
which  enjoy  the  advantage  of  being 
very  iimplc,  and  eafy  to  retain  in 
the  memory,  and  of  being  founded 
on  thepart3  of  plants  as  little  fub- 
]tdi  to  variation  as  any  wharever  : 
yet,  like  A\  other  methods,  it  has 
its  defcfts  ;  of  which  no  one  was 
m.ore  fenfible  than  the  author  him- 
felf.  There  are  many  inrtanccs  of 
particular  fpecies  that  break  through 
the  generical  and  claffical  characters 
of  the  fyllem  itfelf:  but  for  thefe 
defefts  there  is  no  other  remedy,  at 
prefent,  than  that  which  our  author 
has  applied,  in  the  volume  under 
confidcration,  and  which  ought  ever, 
in  arrangements  of  this  kind,  to  be 
rigidly  obferved.  Wherever  thefe 
anomalies  take  place,  they  are  men- 
tioned among  the  fictitious  charaft- 
ers,  imder  the  clals  and  order  to 
which  the  number  of  ftamina  or 
piftils  entitle  them  to  a  place. 

"  The  fexual  fyftem  briefly  is  as- 
follows  :  -  All  known  plants  are  di- 
vided into  24.  clafles  ;  the  characters 
of  which  are  ellabliflied  upon  the 
number,  or  different  Iituation,  or 
arrangement  of  the  ftamina  or  male 
organs :  and  the  orders,  or  fubdi- 
vilions,  of  thefe  clafles,  as  far  as 
pofliblc,  on  a  fimilar  number,  (itu- 
ation,  or  arrangement,  of  the  piftils, 
or  female  organs. 

*'  1  he  firft  cu'enty  clafles  contain 
what  the  author  calls  hermaphrodite 
fio;ycrs,  or  fuch  as  have  the  ftamina 
and  piftils  both  within  the  fame  cup 
or  petals,  or  ftanding  on  the  fame 
receptacle,  where  thofe  are  wanting. 
Of  thefe  twenty,  the  firft  ten  clalfes 
proceed  in  an  uninterrupted  feries, 
from  Monandria  to  Decandria  ;  the 
plants  of  each  having  as  many  fta- 
mina as  the  title  cxprefl'cs. 

"  The  I  ith  elafs  is  Dodecandria, 
as  there  ai'C  no  plants  yet  difcovered 
which  have  only  eleven  ftamina. 

"  The- 
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<*  The  1 2th,  Icofandria  ;  fuch 
plants  as  have  about  :o  itamina,  or 
more- ;  but  always  arilino;  trom  the 
calyx  or  corolla,  and  not  troin  the 
receptacle. 

"  The  13th,  Polyandvia  ;  fuch 
as  have  from  iweut}  to  even  a  thou- 
land  ftauiina  ;  but  always  ariuiig 
from  the  receptacle. 

*'  ']  he  i^th  cliifs,  DiJj/nainia  ; 
fuch  as  have  four  flaniina,  two  long 
and  two  fliort.  The  elfential  cha- 
rai!;ter  of  this  clafs  diies  not  conlill: 
in  the  number  of  itaniina  ;  other- 
wife  the  plants  might  be  referred  to 
the  tttramiia  clafs  j  but,  in  having 
two  01  the  ftamina  fliorter  than  the 
other,  one  pifiii  only,  and  an  irre- 
gular ly-fhaped  corolla. 

"  The  I  ^th,  t  etradynamia  ; 
plants  with  Hk  liamina,  tour  long 
and  two  fliort. 

"  i  he  lUth,  Monadelphia;  luch 
as  have  the  ftamina  not  dillin*^  at 
the  bafe,  but  united  into  one  body. 

"  The  17th,.  Diadeiphia  ;  fuch 
as  have  che  ftamina  united  at  the 
bafe  into  two  bodies. 

"  The  i3th,  Polyadelphia ;  fuch 
as  have  the  ftamina"  united  at  the 
bafe  into  fevcral  bodies. 

"The  tQth,  Syngcnefia;  fuch  as 
have  the  antbtra.,  but  not  the  fila- 
ments, coaleiting  together,  fo  as  to 
form  a  tube  or  cylinder,  through 
Tvh'.ch  the  piftil  is  comnionly  tranf- 
mitted. 

"  1  he  ccth,  Gynandria  ;  fjch 
...s  have  the  ftamina  ipringing  from 
the  piftil  itfelr. 

"  The  ;?ift,  Monoccia  ;  fuch  as 
have  feparate  male  and  female  flow- 
ers on  the  fame  plant. 

"  The  2  2d,  Dioecia  ;  fuch  as 
havefepar;ite  male  and  female  flowers 
on  feparaie  plants. 

"  J'he  2:d,  Folygamia  ;  fuch  as 
Jiave  conftantly,  belides  hermnphro- 


dite  flowers,  others,  cither  u'lale  or 
female,  on  the  fame  plant. 

*'  The  24th,  Cryptogamia  ;  con- 
taining thofe  plants  rhc  mode  and 
organs  of  whole  f.  uctification  are  not 
yet  fuflicicntly  afcertained  ;  hereto- 
fore called  in  perfeft  plants. 

"  '  he  fecondary  part  of  the  {y'i}:- 
em,  the  orders,  or  fubdiviiions  of 
the  foregoing  claffes,  are  eftabliftied 
on  the  number  of  the  piftils  or  fe- 
male parts,  through  a  confiderable 
part  of  the  fyftcm  ;  but  in  other 
parts,  from  various  charafters. 
Thus, 

'^  The  arrangement  from  number 
is  purfued  no  farther  than  through 
the  firft  thirteen  clafles :  that  is,  fo 
long  as  the  clallical  charader,  vmin- 
terruptedly,  depends  on  the  number 
of  ftamina,  fo  long  the  ordei^s  like- 
;vife  depend  on  the  number  o\  piftils : 
but,  when  fituation  or  diiferent  ar- 
rangement take  place,  the  orders  are 
moft  commonly  founded  on  other 
diftinctions,  which  we  fliall  briefly 
fpec!ty. 

"  The  I. '.th  clafs,  or  Didynamla, 
is  divided  into  Gymnofpermia  and 
Angiolperm.ia  :  the  former  having 
four  naked  feces ;  the  latter  having 
the  feeds  incloled  in  a  feed-ve(fel. 

"  The  1 5th,  Tetradynamia,  has 
two  orders,  according  to  the  iize 
and  fliape  ot  the  pod  or  fliale ;  Si- 
liculoia,  fiiort ;  and  Siiiquofa,  long. 
"  The  orders  in  the  three  next 
clafles,  Monadelphia,  Diadeiphia, 
and  Polyadelphia,  arc  formed  from 
the  number  of  the  ftamina, 

"  Thofe  of  the  Syngenefia  clafs 
are  fix  :  in  five  of  which  the  plants 
are  Polygami:e,  and  in  the  remain- 
ing one  Mcnogamis ;  and  the  dif- 
ferences in  the  orders  of  the  former, 
arife  from  the  different  ftrufturc  or 
fex  of  the  flofcules,  conftituting  the 
whole  flower. 

Hi  'Uu 
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*'  In  the  20th  clafa,  Gynandria, 
the  arrangement  of  the  orders  arifes 
from  the  number  of  the  (lamina,  as 
in  the  i6th,   17th,  and  iSthciaffes. 

"  In  the  21  fl:  and  2 2d  clalTe?,  the 
Monoecia  and  Dioecia,  the  cla'lical 
charafters  of  the  foregoing  parte  of 
the  fyftem  are  adopted  as  charafters 
of  the  orders,  as  rar  down  as  to  the 
Monoecia  clafs  itfelf.  i  hus  the 
iirft  order  of  thofc  ciafles  contains 


Monandrous  plants,  and  the  lail 
Gynandrous. 

"  The  2  ::d,  the  Polygamia  clafs,  is 
divided  into  three  orders,  as  the 
plants  are  Monoecious,  Dioecious, 
or  Trioecious. 

"  The  24th  and  laft  clafs,  Cryp- 
togamia,  is  divided  into  four  orders, 
containing  the  Filices,  Mufci,  Algae, 
and  Funoi." 


Some    ACCOUNT  of    the   general    ISTethods    of    arranging 
FOSSIL   KINGDOM. 

[From  the  fame   Work.] 


the 


£  are  now  to  accompany 
our  author  into  the  Follil 
kingdom  ;  in  which,  though  he 
very  early  gave  a  fpecimen  of  his 
method  of  clafling*,  he  did  not  fully 
exemplify,  as  in  Vegetables,  until 
the  year  1768,  when  the  third  tome 
of  the  I  2th  edition  of  the  Syftema 
xvas  pubiilhed,  containing  the  Reg- 
num  Lapideum.  This  volume  makes 
2  22  pages,  and  is  concluded  with  a 
fhort  appendix  of  feme  unnoticed, 
or  not  well  defcribed  animals  and 
vegetables;  together  with  a  general 
index  of  the  author's  own  generical 
names  throughout  every  part  of  the 
fyftem,  diftinguiihing  by  a  different 
type  the  fubjefts  of  the  three  king- 
doms, the  whole  amounting  to  iSiO 
gcneia. 

"  In  arranging  FolTils,  there  have 
been  various  methods  invented  ;  each 
pf  which  have  had  their  patrons, 
and,  for  different  purpofes,  each 
have  their  advantage.  Some  have 
founded  the  bails  of  their  fyftem  on 
the  figure,  colour,  ftrufture,  and 
other  external  and  vifible  charact- 
ers ;  yet,  fcarcely  ever  trufting 
iblsly  to  thei'e,  they  called  in  the 


aid  of  chemiftry,  fo  far  at  lea  ft,  as 
the  mineral  acids  would  aflift  them, 
Others,  as  the  profefled  chemifts 
and  metallurglfts,  have  eftablinied 
their  arrangement  chiefly  on  chemi- 
cal principles,  as  more  immediately 
leading  to  the  origin  of  foffil  bodies 
in  general ;  on  which  it  muft  be  ac-  ' 
knowledged,  the  beft  bads  for  a 
fyftem  muft  be  built,  v/hen  we  are 
happy  enough  to  get  fufficient  light 
for  this  purpofe  ;  and  at  prefent, 
mineralogifts  throughout  the  world 
feem  more  intent  on  this  view  than 
ever:  and  probably  the  due  confi- 
deration  and  exteniion  of  the  vol- 
canic fyftem,  will  open  new  fources 
ol  inforination  in  this  way. 

"  This  volume  begins  with  Lin- 
najus's  own  theory  of  the  origin  of 
tolfil  bodies  in  general,  and  their  fe- 
vcral  combinations  into  thofe  forms 
in  which  we  meet  with  them  in  the 
body  of  the  earth.  The  methodi- 
cal and  abbreviated  manner  in  which' 
our  author  has  here  given  his  philo- 
fophy  of  faffil  bodies,  renders  it  in- 
cr^pable  of  an  abftraft.  He  then 
proceeds  to  give  a  fynoptical  or  claf- 
lical  view  of  the  feveral  fyftems  of 
arranging  ' 
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arrnnoing  thofe  bodies,  as  they  ftand 
c.xhiiiited  in  the  baft  authors  on  the 
rubjecl,  beoinning"  with  Bromelius, 
who  pubUlhed  in  173O,  and  enuir.e- 
rates  Wallcrius  in  174.7,  Woherf- 
dorF  in  i  74'"^,  Curtheiirer  in  171^  s* 
Jurtii757,  Anonymus  [Cronftedtl 
in  175  ,  and  concludes  with  Vogel 
in  1762.  To  each  of  theie  he  has 
fubjoincd  fnort  remarks  relating  to 
their  methods,  and  theory  of  foiill 
bodies,  and  concludes  this  intro- 
ductory p.art  witU  an  explanation  of 
the  terms  of  art  ufed  in  his  own 
work. 

"  In  thefe  termini  artis,  our  au- 
thor, with  his  ufual  precifion,  has 
defined  a  fet  of  terms  equally  new 
and  curious,  which  are  principally 
adapted  to,  and  ufed  in,  the  ulti- 
mate and  moll:  difficult  part  of  the 
fyltem,  the  fpeciiic  characters.  They 
are  happily  framed  to  exprefs  all 
differences  in  the  figures  of  toffil  bo- 
dies ;  in  their  cruft,  or  outward  ap- 
pearance ;  their  fuperficies ;  their 
competent  particles,  or  fibres  ,"  in 
their  texture,  whether  plated,  fiifile, 
&c.  ;  in  their  hardnefs,  or  in  their 
colour  :  the  alterations  they  undergo 
by  folution,  whether  by  acids,  or 
by  fire. 

"  It  has  been  doubted  by  fome 
of  the  inofLrefpectable  mlneralogifts, 
whether  we  ouf^ht  to  defcend  below 
whar  are  called  generical  difiinftions 
in  the  foffil  kin;jdom,  fo  infinitely  do 
the  fubjerts  thereof  vary,  and  fo 
imperceptible  in  general  is  that  gra- 
dation by  which  they  run  into  each 
other,     in    the    various    combined 


forms,  in  which  they  are  found  in 
the  earth.  In  the  mean  time,  fome 
diftinctions  of  this  kind  feem  quite 
necefiary  in  fyllcms  efi:abli(lied  prin- 
cipally onexteinaicharadlers.  T  hofe 
winch  have  for  their  bafjs  the  ele- 
mentary or  conrtitucut  principles  of 
bodies,  as  analyzed,  may  ibnd  with 
propriety  in  the  form  of  -.ynoptical 
tables,  as  exempUfied  in  Cronitedt's 
mineralr;gy.  Linnaius  and  Wal- 
lerius  were  among'  the  firfl  who  at- 
tempted the  arduous  tafk  of  fixing 
the  fpeciuc  characfers  :  whether  fu- 
ture mlneralogifts  will  adhere  to,  and 
improve  this  part  of  the  fcheme, 
time  only  mull:  iliew. 

"  In  all  fyftems  of  the  foffil  king- 
dom, writers  have  been  more  parti- 
cularly embarrafled  by  the  earths  and 
ftones,  efpecially  when  thofe  have 
have  been  more  or  lefs  reduced  to 
the  ftate  of  ores,  by  the  admixture 
of  metallic  principles :  falts,  intlam- 
mabler,  and  metals,  generally  fall- 
ing more  eafily,  and  almoil:  natu- 
rally, into  their  feveralclafles,  or  or- 
ders. The  chemical  fylferaatics  arid 
metallurgifts,  begin  ufually  with  the 
earths,  confidering  them  as  the  ba- 
fis  of  flones :  Linnaeus  begins  with 
the  latter,  profeffing  to  take  a  middle 
way  between  the  mere  metallurgilV, 
and  thofe  who  charafterize  from  ex- 
ternal appearance  only.  He  divides 
the  whole  regnumlapidffium  into  three 
dalles,  under  the  names  of  Petrse, 
minerse,  and  foffilia,  each  being  fub- 
dividedinto  feveral  orders,  the  whole 
comprehending  fifty-four  genera." 
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ACCOUNT  of  fome  particular  ANIMALS  in  CONNPXTICUT. 
[From  the  General  Hiftoryof  Comnecticut.] 


«'  'T'^HERE  are  only  two  fmall 
i  parks  of  deer  in  Connefti- 
cut;  but  plenty  ot  rabbits,  hares, 
grey,  black,  flrlped  and  red  fquir- 
rels,  otters,  minks,  racoons,  wea- 
zels,  foxes,  whappernockers,  vvoed- 
chucks,  cubas,  and  ikunks.  The 
following  defcriptions  of  the  four 
lafl  mentioned  animals  may  be  new 
to  the  reader, 

"  The  whappernockcr  is  foroe- 
what  bigger  than  a  wcazel,  and  of 
a  beautiful  broivu-red  colour.  He 
lives  in  the  woods  on  worms  and 
birds ;  is  fo  wild  that  no  man  can 
tame  him  ;  and,  as  he  never  quits 
his  harbour  in  the  day  time,  is  only 
to  be  taken  by  traps  in  the  night. 
Of  the  Ikins  of  thefe  animals,  which 
are  covered  with  an  exceeding-  fine 
fur,  are  made  muffs  at  the  price  of 
thirty  or  forty  guineas  a-picce  :  fo 
that  it  is  not  without  reafon  the  la- 
dies pride  themfelves  on  the  poflef- 
fion  of  this  fmall  appurtenance  of 
female  habiliment. 

*'  The  woodchuck,  erroncoullv 
called  the  badger  by  fome  perfons, 
is  of  the  nze  of  a  large  racoon,  in 
form  refcmbling  a  guinea-pig,  and, 
when  eating,  makes  a  nolfe  like  a 
hog,  whence  he  is  named  wood- 
chuck,  or  chuck  of  the  wood.  Flis 
legs  are  fhort ;  but  his  clavv's  Iharp, 
teeth  ilrong,  and  courage  great,  on 
occafions  of  felf-defcnce.  He  bur- 
vows  in  the  earth,  feeds  on  clover 
and  pumklns  during  fummer,  and 
fleeps  all  the  winter.  His  flefh  is 
good  to  eat,  and  his  fkin  makes  ex- 
pellcnt  leather. 

"  The  cuba,  I  fuppofe  to  be  pe- 
culiar to  New  England,     The  male 


is  of  the  hzeof  a  large  cat,'has  four 
long  tuflies  fliarp  as  a  razor,  is  very 
active  in  defending  himfelf,  and,  if 
he  has  the  firlt  blow,  will  fpoil  a  dog 
before  h^  yields.  His  lady  is  peace- 
able and  harmlefs,  and  depends  for 
protettion  upon  her  fpoufc  ;  and,  as 
he  has  more  courage  ihan  prL.dence, 
always  attends  him  to  moderate  his 
temper.  She  fees  danger,  and  he 
fears  it  not.  She  chatters  at  him 
while  he  is  preparing  for  battle ; 
and,  if  flie  thinks  the  danger  is  too 
great,  flic  runs  to  him,  and  clings 
about  his  neck,  fcreaming  her  ex- 
treme dillrefs  his  wrath  abates,  and 
by  her  advice  they  fly  to  their  caves. 
In  like  manner,  when  he  is  chain- 
ed, and  Irritated  into  the  greateft 
ra<^e  by  an  Impertinent  dog, '  his 
lady,  who  is  never  chained,  will  fly 
about  his  neck  and  kifs  him,  and  in 
half  a  minute  reitore  him  to  calm- 
nefs.  He  is  very  tender  of  all  his 
family,  and  never  forfakes  them  till 
death  dill^jlves  their  union. — What 
farther  iliews  the  magnanimity  of 
this  little  animal,  he  never  mani- 
fefts  the  leaft  anger  towards  his 
lady,  though  I  have  often  fecn  her 
extremely  loquacious,  and,  as  I 
gueffed,  impertinent  to  him.  How 
happy  would  the  rational  part  of 
the  creation  become,  if  they  would 
but  follow  the  example  of  thefe  ir- 
rational beafts !  I  the  more  readily 
fuppofe  the  cuba  to  be  peculiar  to 
New  England,  not  only  from  my 
never  having  yet  feen  the  creature 
dcfcribed,  but  alfo  on  account  of  its 
perverfe  obfervance  of  carnival  and 
negleftof  careme. 

"  The  ikunk  is  alfo  peculiar  to 
America. 
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America,  and  very  diftereiit  trom 
Xhe  pole-cat,  which  he  is  iometimes 
called.  He  is  black  flriped  with 
white;  aiid  of  the  iize  ot  a  I'mall 
racoon,  with  a  Iharp  nole.  He  bur- 
rows in  the  earth  like  a  fox,  feeds 
like  a  iox  on  fowls  and  egg;,  and  has 
ilrong  teeth  and  ci;i\\6  like  a  fox  : 
he  has  long  hair,  and  thick  and 
good  fur ;  is  the  beauty  of  the  wil- 
deniefs;  walks  flow,  and  cannot 
run  fo  fait  as  a  man;  is  not  wild, 
but  very  familiar  with  every  crea- 
ture. His  tail,  which  is  fhaggy, 
and  about  one  foot  in  length,  he 
turns  o\'^r  his  back  at  pleafure,  to 
make  himlelf  appear  larger  and 
higher  than  he  really  is.  When  his 
tail  is  thus  lying  on  his  back,  he 
is  prepared  for  war,  and  generally 
conquers  every  enemy  that  lives  by 
air  ;  for  on  it  lies  his  only  weapon, 
about  one  inch  from  his  body,  or 
rump,  in  a  Imall  bladder  or  bag, 
which  is  full  of  an  eli'ence,  whole 
tint  is  of  the  brighteft  yellow,  and 
odour  fomewhat  like  the  fmell  of 
garlic,  but  far  more  exquilite  and 
piercing  than  any  volatile  fpirit 
known  to  chemills.  One  drop  will 
fcent  a  houfe  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
mulk,  with  the  help  of  brimftone 
and  tar  burnt,  will  not  expel  it  in 
fix  months.  The  bladder  in  which 
this  elTence  lies  is  worked  by  the 
animal  like  an  engine,  pump,  or 
fquirt;  and  when  the  creature  is  af- 


faultcd,  he  turns  his  head  from  his 
enemy,  and  difcharges  from  his  tail 
the  eflcnce,  which  fills  the  neigh- 
bouring air  with  a  mifl  that  deftroys 
the  poHibility  of  living  in  it.  I  have 
feen  a  large  houle-dog,  by  one  dif- 
charge  of  the  fkunk,  retire  with 
fliamiC  and  ficknels  ;  and,  at  another 
time,  a  bullock  bellowing  as  if  a 
dog  had  held  him  by  his  nofe.  Were 
it  not  for  man,  no  creature  could 
kill  this  animal,  which,  inftead  of 
the  lion,  ought  to  be  crowned  king 
ot  animals,  as  well  on  account  of 
his  virtues  andcomplaifance,  as  his 
courage.  He  knows  his  forte  ;  he 
fears  nothing,  but  conquers  all ;  yet 
he  is  civil  to  all,  and  never  gives, 
as  he  will  not  take,  offence.  His 
virtues  are  many.  The  wood  of 
Calamba,  which  cures  fainting-fits 
and  llrokes  of  the  palfy,  and  is  worth 
its  weight  in  gold,  is  far  lefs  valu- 
able than  the  above  mentioned  ef- 
fence  of  this  animal.  The  bag  is 
extraded  whole  irom  his  tail,  and 
the  efl!encc  preferved  in  glafs  ;  no- 
thing elfe  will  confine  it.  One  drop 
fufficiently  impregnates  a  quart  of 
fpring  water ;  and  half  a  gill  of  wa- 
ter thus  impregnated  is  a  dole.  It 
cures  the  hiccups,  afthmatic,  hyfte- 
ric,  paralytic,  and  hectic  diforders ; 
and  the  odour  prevents  faintnefs. 
The  flefli  of  this  animal  is  excellent 
food ;  and  its  oil  cures  fprains,  and 
contractions  of  the  finews." 


Natural  Hiftory  and  Defcription  of  the  TYGER -CAT  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope.     By  Dr.REiNHoLD  Forster. 

[From  the  Philosophical  Transactions.] 

?'   TT^EWtribesof  quadrupeds  have     thatof  the  cat.     The  genus  of  ante- 

X/    in  Africa  more    reprefenta-     lopes  may  perhaps  be  excepted,  fince 

tiyes  of  their  different  fpecies  than     to  my  knowledge,  about  twenty  dif- 

ierent 
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fcrent  ghazels  and  antelopes  are  to 
be  met  with  in  Africa ;  bvit  no  more 
than  about  eight  or  nine  of  the  cat 
tribe  have  hitherto  been  difcovered 
on  that  continent.  However,  I  know 
about  t,venty-one  different  fpecies  of 
this  great  clafs ;  and,  I  fuppofe, 
thefe  by  no  means  exhauft  this  nu- 
merous tribe. 

"  The  greater  and  more  numerous 
the  diifcreut  genera  of  animals  are, 
the  more  difficult  it  mull  be  to  the 
natural  hiftorian  properly  to  arrange 
the  whole  of  fuch  an  extenfive  divi- 
fion  of  animals,  efpecially  if  they 
are  not  equally  well  known.  To 
form  nevv'  genera,  in  order  to  difpofe 
and  arrange  them  under,  is  a  remedy 
v.'liich  incresfes  the  evil,  inftead  of 
curing  it.  The  beft  method,  there- 
fore, which  C'jn  be  devifed,  is '  to 
make  great  divihons  in  each  genus, 
comprehending  thofeipecies  which, 
on  account  of  feme  common  relation 
or  charatter,  have  a  greater  affinity 
to  one  another.  The  genus  of  cat, 
to  which  the  animal  belongs  we  are 
going  to  fpeak  of  more  at  large,  of- 
fers three  very  eafy  and  natural  fub- 
divifions.  The  firil  comprehends 
animals  related  to  the  cat-tribe 
with  long  hair  or  manes  on  their 
necks  ;  fecondly,  fach  as  have  re- 
markable long  tails,  without  any 
m.irks  of  a  mane  on  their  necks  ; 
laftly,  fuch  as  have  abrufli  of  hair 
on  the  tips  of  their  ears,  and  ilioiter 
tails  thaiv  the  fecond  fub-divifion. 
The  firft  might  be  called  in  Latin 
Feles  jubatae  ;  the  fecond  fub-divi- 
lion  fliould  be  named  jElures ;  and 
the  third,  and  lail,  Lynces.  To  the 
firfi:  fub-divifion  the  lion  and  the 
hunting  leopard  or  Lidian  chittah,  ^ 
belong.  The  fecond  fub-divifion 
confilis  of  the  tyger,  the  panther, 
the  leopard,  the  ounce,  the  puma, 
the  jaguar-ete,  the  jaguara,  the 
ocelot,  the  gingy  of  Congo,  the  Ti- 


betan tyger-cat  of  the  capeof 'Nfuili 
of  Congo,  the  Tibetan  tyger-cat 
whicii  I  faw  at  Peterfburg,  the  com- 
mon bufl;-cat  of  the  cape ;  and,  laft- 
ly, the, wild  cat,  and  its  domeftic 
varieties.  To  the  third  divifion  be- 
long the  lynx,  the  caracal,  the  fer- 
val,  the  bay  lynx,  and  the  ghaus  of 
profeffor  Guldenifedt. 

"  Since  it  is  quite  foreign  to  my 
purpofe  to  fpeak  of  thofe  fpecies 
which  are  known  already .  to  the 
naturalill,  I  confine  myfelf  to  that 
fpecies  only  which  hitherto  has 
been  imperfettly  known  to  natural- 
ifts. 

"  The  firft  notice  we  had  of  the 
C?pe  cat  is,  in  my  opinion,  to  be 
met  with  in  Labat's  relation  Hifto- 
rlque  de  1'  Ethiope occidental,  torn. 
i.  p.  177.  taken  as  is  fuppofed  from 
father  Carazzi.  Labat  mentions 
there  the  'Nfuifi,  a  kind  of  wild 
cat  of  the  fize  of  a  dog,  with  a  coat 
as  much  ftriped  and  varied  as  that  of 
a  tyger.  Its  appearance  befpeaks 
cruelty,  and  its  eyes  fiercenefs  ;  but 
it  is  cowardly,  and  g'ets  its  prey  only 
by  cunning  and  infidious  aits.  All 
thefc  characters  are  perfeftly  appli- 
cable to  the  Cape  cat,  and  it  feems 
the  animal  is  found  in  all  parts  of 
Africa,  from  Congo  to  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  in  an  extent  of  coun- 
try of  about  eleven  degrees  of  lati- 
tude. Kolbe,  in  his  prefent  ftate  of 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  vol.  ii. 
p.  127.  (of  the  Englifli  edition) 
fpeaks  of  a  tyger  bulli-cat,  which 
he  defcribes  as  the  largeft  of  all  the 
wild  cats  of  the  Cape-countries,  and 
is  fpotted  fomething  like  a  tyger. 
A  Ikin  of  this  animal  was  feen  by 
Mr.  Pennant  in  a  furrier's  fliop  in 
London,  who  thought  it  came  from 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  :  from  this 
fkin  Mr.  Pennant  gave  the  firft  de- 
fcription  which  could  be  of  any  uti- 
lity to  a  natural  hiftorian.     All  the 
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other  authors  mention  this  anhnal  in 
a  vague  manner.  \\  hen  I  and  my 
Ion  touched  the  fecond  time  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  the  year 
1775,  an  animal  of  this  fpecies  was 
offered  me  to  purchai'e  ;  but  I  re- 
fufed  buying  it  becaufe  it  had  a  bro- 
ken leg,  which  made  me  apprehcr.- 
fivc  of  loling-  it  by  death  during  the 
pafiage  from  the  Cape  to  London. 
It  was  very  gentle  and  tame.  It 
was  brought  in  a  baiket  to  my  apart- 
ment, where  I  kept  it  above  tour 
and  twenty  hours,  which  gave  mc 
the  opportunity  of  d^fcribing  it, 
and  of  obfervmg  its  manners  and 
ccconomy  ;  as  it  did  to  my  fon  that 
of  making  a  very  accurate  drawing 
of  it. 

"  After  a  molt  minute  examina- 
tion, I  found  its  manners  and  oeco- 
nomy  perfectly  analagous  to  thofe  of 
our  domeftic  cats.  It  ate  frefli  raw 
meat,  and  was  very  much  attached 
to  its  feeders  and  benefactors :  though 


it   had  broken  the  fore-leg  by  acci- 
dent, it  neverthelefs  was  very  eafy. 
After  it  had  been  feveral  times  fed 
by  me,  it  foon  followed  me  like  a 
tame  favourite  cat.     It  liked  to  be 
ftroked  and  careffed ;  it  rubbed  its 
head  and  back  always   againlt  the 
perlbn's  cloaths  who  fed  it,  and  de- 
llrcd  to  be  made  much  of.     It  pur- 
red as  our  domeftic  cats   do  when 
they  are  pleafed.     It  had  been  taken 
when    quite   young    in  the  woods, 
and  was   not   above  eight    or  nine 
months  old :  I  can,    however,  po- 
fitivcly    aver,    having    feen    many 
Ikins  of  full-grown  tyger-cats,  that 
it  had  already  very  nearly,  if  not 
quite  attained    its    full    growth.     I 
was  told,  that  the  tyger-cats  live  in 
mountainous  and  woody  tratts,  and 
that  in  their  wild  itate  they  are  ve- 
ry great  deftrcyers  of  hares,  rabbits, 
yerbuas,    young   antelopes,     lamb- 
kins, and  of  all  the  feathered  tribe.'* 


Sorpe  EXTRACTS  from   Dr.  Do d son's  Paper,  concerning  the 
HARMATTAN,  a  fmgular  African  Wind. 


[From  the  fame  Work.] 


.JJ  ''I  '"'HE  Harmattanis  aperiodi- 
I.  cal  wind  which  blows  from 
the  interior  parts  of  Africa  towards 
the  Atlantic  ocean,  and  poffeffes 
fuch  extraordinary  properties,  as  to 
merit  the  attention  of  the  naturaliit, 
making  a  curious  and  important 
article  in  the  hiftory  and  theory  of 
the  winds. 

"  The  firft  information  I  had  on 
jhis  fubjeft  was  from  my  friend  Mr. 
Norris,  who  has  frequently  viiited 
the  coait  of  Africa,  and  is  a  gentle- 
man of  an  excellent  underltanding 
and  ftri£t  veracity.     This  informa- 


tion immediately  excited  my  atten- 
tion ;  and  as  Mr.  Norris  was  pre- 
paring to  make  another  voyage  to 
that  part  of  the  world,  I  defired 
him  to  confirm  the  fafts  which  he 
had  related,  by  farther  enquiries, 
experiments,  and  obfervations ;  and 
it  is  from  thefe  materials,  with 
which  I  have  been  obligingly  fur- 
niflied  by  Mr.  Norris,  that  the 
following  account  is  drawn  up. 

"  On  that  part  of  the   coaft  of 

Africa   which    lies   between    Cape 

Verd  and  Cape  Lopez,  an  eafterly 

wind  prevails  during  the  months  of 

December, 
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December,  January,  and  February, 
which  by  the  Fantees,  a  nation  on 
the  Gold  coail,    is  called  the  Har- 
niattan.     Cape    Verd   is    in  15  N. 
latitude,  and    Cape    Lopez  in  i  S. 
luritude,  and  the  coaft  between  thefe 
two  Capes  runs,  in    an  oblicjue  di- 
reftion,  nearly  from    W.  S.  W.  to 
E.  S.  E.  forming  a  range  of  upwards 
of  two  thoufand  one  hundred  miles. 
At  the  ifles  de  Los,  which  are  a  lit- 
tle to  the  northward  of  Sierra  Leone, 
and  to  the  fouthward  of  Cape  Verd, 
it  blows  from  E.  S.  E.  on  the  Gold 
coait   from  the  N.  E.  and  at  Cape 
Lopez  and  the  river  Gabon  from 
the  N.  N.  E.    This  wind  is  by  the 
French    and   Portuguefe   who   fre- 
quent the  Gold  coaft,  called  fimply 
the  N.  E.  wind,  the   quarter  from 
which  it  blows.     The  Englifli,  who 
fometimes  borrow  words  and  phra- 
fes  from  the  Fantee  language,  which 
is  lefs  guttural  and  more  harmoni- 
ous than  that  of  their  neighbours, 
adopt  the  Fantee  word  Harmattan. 

"  The  Harmattan  comes  on  in- 
difcritninateiy  at  any  hour  of  the 
day,  at  any  time  of  the  tide,  or  at 
any  period  of  th.e  moon,  and  con- 
tinues fometimes  only  a  day  or  two, 
fometimes '  five  or  fix  days,  and  it 
has  been  known  to  laft  fifteen  or  fix- 
teen  days.  There  are  generally 
three  or  four  returns  of  it  every  fea- 
fon.  It  blows  with  a  moderate 
force,  not  quite  fo  ftrong  as  the  fea 
breeze  (which  everyday  fcts  in  dur- 
ing the  fair  feafon  from  the  \Y. 
W.  S.  W.  andS.  W)  ;  but  fomewhat 
Wronger  than  the  land  wind  at 
night  from  the  N.  and  N.N.W. 

"  A  fog  or  haze  is  one  of  the  pecu- 
liarities which  always  accompanies 
the  Harmattan.  The  gloom  occafi- 
onedby  this  fog  is  fo  great,  as  fome- 
times to  make  even  near  objects  ob- 
fcui-e.r    The    Engliili  fort  at  Why- 


dah  ftands  about  the  midway  between 
the  French  and  Portuguefe  forts, 
and  not  quite  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
from  either,  yet  very  often  from 
thence  neither  of  the  other  forts 
can  be  difcovered.  The  fun,  con- 
cealed the  greatefl  part  of  the  day, 
appears  only  about  a  few  hours  about 
noon,  and  then  of  a  mild  red,  ex- 
citing no  painful  fenfation  on  the 
eye. 

"  2.  Extreme  drynefs  makes  an- 
other extraordinary  property  of  this 
wind.  No  dew  falls  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  harmattan ;  nor  is 
there  the  leaft  appearance  o'f  moifl:- 
urc  in  the  atmofphere.  Vegetables 
of  every  kind  are  very  much  injur- 
ed; all  tender  plants,  and  raofl'  of 
the  produ(^tions  of  the  garden,  arc 
deitroyed;  the  graf-.  withers,  and 
becomes  dry  like  hay ;  the  vigorous 
ever-g'eens  likewife  feel  its  pernici- 
ous influence ;  the  branches  of  the 
lemon,  orange,  and  lime  trees  droop, 
the  leaves  become  flaccid,  wither, 
and,  if  the  harmattan  continues  to 
blow  for  ten  or  twelve  days,  are  fo 
parched  as  to  be  eallly  rubbed  to 
durt  between  the  fingers:  the  fruit 
of  thefe  trees,  deprived  of  its  nou- 
rifliment,  and  ftinted  in  its  growth, 
only  appears  to  ripen,  for  it  becomes 
3"eliovv  and  dry,  without  acqui ring- 
half  the  ufual  fize.  The  natives 
take  thii^  opportunity  of  the  extreme 
drynefs  of  the  grafs  and  young  trees 
to  fet  fire  to  them,  cfpecially  near 
their  roads,  not  only  to  keep  thofe 
roads  open  to  travellers,  but  to  de- 
ftroy  the  flicker  which  long  grafs, 
and  thickets  of  young  trees,  would 
afford  to  fkiilkingparties  of  their  ene- 
mies. A  lire  thus  lighted  flies  with 
fuch  rapidity  as  to  endanger  thofe 
who  travel  :  in  that  fituation  a  com- 
mon method  of  efcape  is,  on  dirto- 
veringafirc  to  windward,  to  li;t  the 
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q;r:ifs  on  fire  to  leeward,  and  then 
follow  your  own  lire.  There  are 
other  extraordinury  eftccls  produced 
by  the  extreme  drynels  of  the  har- 
mattan. 

*'  TheparchingefFefts  of  this  wind 
are  likewiie  evident  on  the  external 
parts  of  the  body.  The  eyes,  nof- 
trils,  lips,  and  palate,  are  rendered 
dry  and  uneafy,  and  drink  is  often 
required,  not  fo  much  to  quench 
thirlt,  as  to  remove  a  painful  aridity 
in  the  fauces.  The  lips  and  nofe  be- 
come fore,  and  even  chapped ;  and 
though  the  air  be  cool,  yet  there  is 
aiioublefome  fenfation  of  prickling 
heat  on  the  Ikin.  If  the  harmattan 
continues  four  or  five  days,  the 
fcarf  Ikin  peels  off,  firlT:  from  the 
hands  and  face,  and  afterwards  from 
the  other  parts  of  the  body,  if  it 
continues  a  day  or  two  longer.  Mr. 
Norris  obferved,  that  when  fiveat 
was  excited  by  exercife  on  thofe 
parts  which  were  covered  by  his 
cloaths  from  the  weathp-,  it  was  pe- 
culiarly acrid,  and  tailed,  on  apply- 
ing his  tongue  to  his  arm,  fomcthing 
like  fpirltsof  hartfliorn  diluted  with 
water.  « 

"  Salubrity  forms  a  third  peculi- 
arity of  the  harmattan.  Though 
this  wind  is  fo  very  prejudicial  to 
vegetable  life,  and  occalions  fuch 
difagreeable,  parching  effects  on  the 
human  fpecles,  yet  it  is  highly  con- 
ducive to  health.  Thofe  labouring 
under  fluxes  and  intermitting  fevers 
generally  recover  in  an  harmattan. 
Thofe  weakened  by  fevers  and  fink- 
ing under  evacuations  for  the  cure  of 
them,  particularly  bleeding,  which 
is  often  injudicioully  repeated,  have 
iheir  lives  laved,  and  vigour  reftor- 
ed,  in  fplte  of  the  doiStor.  It  flops 
the  progrefs  of  epidemics :  the  fmall 
pox,  remittent  fevers,  -Scc.  not  only 
difappear,  but  thofe  labouring  under 


thelc  difeafes  when  an  harmattan 
corned  on,  are  almoil:  certain  of  a 
fpeedy  recovery.  Infection  appcai-i 
not  then  to  be  eafily  communicated 
even  by  art.  In  the  year  1770  there 
were  on  board  the  Unity,  at  Why- 
dah,  above  300  llaves;  the  fmal'l- 
pox  broke  out  among  them,  and  it 
was  determined  to  inoculate;  thofe 
who  were  Inoculated  before  the  har- 
mattan came  on  got  very  well  thro' 
the  difeafe.  About  feventy  were  ino- 
culated a  day  or  afterthe  harmattan 
fet  in,  but  no  one  of  them  had  either 
ficknefs  or  eruption.  It  was  imagined, 
that  the  infettion  was  effectually 
dilperfed,  and  the  fliip  clear  of  the 
dilbrder  ;  but  in  a  very  few  weeks  it 
began  to  appear  among  thofe  feventy. 
About  fifty  of  them  were  inoculated 
the  fecond  time ;  the  others  had  the 
difeafe  in  a  natural  way :  an  harmat- 
tan came  on,  and  they  all  recovered, 
excepting  one  girl,  who  had  an  ugly 
ulcer  on  the  inoculated  part,  and  died 
Ibme  time  afterwards  of  a  locked 
jaw. 

Another  enquiry  which  I  defired 
Mr.  Norris  to  make  refpected  the 
fource  of  the  harmattan,  and  the 
nature  of  the  foil  over  which  it 
blows.  It  appears  that,  excepting;  a 
few  rivers  and  fome  lakes,  the  coun- 
try about  and  beyond  Whydah  is 
covered  for  four  hundred  miles 
back  with  verdure,  open  plains  ot 
grafs,  clujnps  of  trees,  and  fom.e 
woods  of  no  confidcrable  extent. 
The  furface  is  fandy,  and  below  that 
a  rich  reddifli  earth  :  it  riles  with  a 
gentle  afcent  for  one  hundred  and 
fifty  miles  from  the  fea  before  there 
is  the  appearance  of  a  hill,"  without 
affording  a  ilone  of  the  fize  of  a  wal- 
nut. Beyond  thefo  hills  there  is  no 
account  of  any  great  ranges  of 
mountains." 
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from  Mr.  Smeathma>j's  Account  of  the  TERMITES, 
/HUE  ANTS,  of  AFRICA,  and  othtr  hot  Climates. 


[From  the  fame  Work.] 


"  'T'HE  termites  arbcnmi,  thofc 
J.  which  build  in  tree-,  fre- 
quently eftablifli  their  refts  within 
the  roofs  and  other  parts  of  houfes, 
to  which  they  do  conliderable  da- 
mage, it  not  timely  extirpated. 

"  Tlic  large  Ipecics  are,  however, 
not  only  much  more  dcftruftlve,  but 
more  diiHcult  to  be  guarded  againft, 
iince  they  make  their  approaches 
chiefly  under  ground,  deicending 
below  the  foundations  of  houfes  and 
ftores  at  feveral  feet  from  the  furiace, 
and  riling  again  either  in  the  floors, 
or  enteringat  the  bottoms  of  the  polls, 
of  wdiich  the  fides  of  the  buildings 
are  compofed,  bore  quite  through 
them,  following  the  courfe  of  the 
fibres  to  the  top,  or  making  lateral 
perforations  and  cavities  here  and 
there  as  they  proceed. 

"  While  fome    are  employed  in 
gutting  the  pofts,  others  afcend  from 
them,  entering  a  rafter  or  fome  other 
part  of  the  roof.     If  they  once  find 
the  thatch,  which  feems  to  be  a  fa- 
vourite food,    they    foon  bring  up 
wet  clay,  and  build  their  pipes  or 
galleries  through  the  roof  in  vari- 
ous direftions,  as  long  as  it  will  fup- 
port  them ;     fometimes  eating  the 
paml-tree  leaves    and    branches  of 
which  it  is  compofed,  and  perhaps, 
(for  variety  feems  very  pleafing  to 
them)  the  rattan  or  other  running 
plant  which  is  uled  as  a  cord  to  tye 
the  various  part   of  the    roof  toge- 
ther, and   that  to  the   pofts  which 
fiipportit:  thus,  with  the  afliftancc 
of  the  rats,  who  during  the   rainy 
feafon  are  apt  to  flielter  thcmfelves 
there,  and  to  burrow  through    it, 


they  very  foon  ruin  the  houfe  by 
weakening  the  taftenmgs  and  expo- 
fing  it  to  the  v/et.  In  the  mean  time 
the  pofts  will  he  perforated  in  every 
diret'tlon  as  full  of  holes  as  that  tim- 
ber in  the  bottoms  of  fliips  which 
hvis  been  bored  by  the  worms;  the 
fibrous  and  knotty  parts,  which  are 
the  hardcft,  being  left  to  the  laft. 

"  TheyTometimes,  Incarryingon 
thrs  bufinef^,  fi:id,  I  will  not  pre- 
tend to  fay  how^  that  the  poft  has 
fome  weight  to  fupport,   and  then  if 
it  is  a  convenient  crack  to  the  roof, 
or  is  itfelf  a  kind  of  \vood  agreeable 
to  them,  they  bring  their  mortar, 
and   fill  all  or  moft'  of  che  cavities, 
leaving  the  neceffary  roads  through 
it,  and  as  tall  as  they  take  away  the 
wood  replace  the  vacancy  with  that 
material;  which  being  worked  to- 
gether by  them  clofer  and  more  com- 
pactly than  human  ftrength  or  art 
could  ram  it,  when  the  houfe  is  pul- 
led to  pieces,   in  order  to  examine  if 
any  of  the  pofts  are  fit  to  be  ufed 
again,  thofe  of  the  fofter  kind  are 
often  found  reduced  almoft  to  a  fliell, 
and    all    or    a  greater  part  trans- 
formed from  vv'ood  to  clay  as  folid 
and    as   hard    as    many    kinds    of 
free-ftone  ufed  for  building  in  Eng- 
land.   It  is  much  the  fame  when  the 
termites  bellicofi  get  into  a  chtft  or 
trunk  containing  cloaths  and  other 
things :  if  the  weight  above  is  great, 
or  they  are  afraid  of  ants  or  other 
enemies,  and  have  time,  they  carry 
their  pipes  through,  and  replace  a 
great  part  with  clay,  running  their 
galleries  in  various  direftions.     The 
tree  termites,    indeed,  when   they 

get 
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get  within  a  box,  often  make  a  nelt 
there,  and  being  once  in  poliellion 
dellroy  it  at  their  leilure.  They  did 
fo  to  the  pyramidal  box,  wiiich  con- 
tained my  compound  microfcope.  It 
was  of  mahogany,  and  I  had  left  it 
in  the  ftore  ot  governor  Campbell  of 
Tobago,  for  a  few  months,  while  I 
made  the  tourof  the  Leeward  Iiiands. 
On  my  return  I  found  theie  infects 
had  done  much  mifchief  in  the  itore, 
and,  among  other  things,  had  ta- 
ken polfelfion  of  the  microfcope,  and 
eaten  every  thing  about  it  except 
the  glafs  or  metal,  and  the  board  on 
which  the  pedcital  is  fixed,  with  the 
drawers  under  it,  and  the  things  in- 
clofed.  The  cells  were  built  all 
round  the  pedellal  and  the  tube,  and 
attas?hed  to  it  on  every  fide.  All  the 
glalies  which  were  covered  with 
the  wooden  fubftance  of  their  nelts 
reti'.incd  a  cloud  of  a  gummy  nature 
upon  them  that  was  not  eafily  got 
off,  and  the  lacquer  orburnilli  with 
which  the  brafs  work  was  covered 
was  totally  fpoiled.  Another  party 
had  taken  a  liking  to  the  ihives  of  a 
Madeira  calk,  and  had  let  outalmofl: 
a  pipe  of  fine  old  wine.  It  the 
large  fpecies  of  Africa  (the  termites 
beliicoli)  had  been  10  long  in  the  un- 
interrupted pofieffion  of  fuch  a  ftore, 
they  would  not  have  left  twenty 
pounds  weight  of  wood  remaining 
of  the  whole  building,  and  all  that 
it  contained. 

"  Thefe  infefts  are  not  lefs  expe- 
ditious in  deftroying  the  flielves, 
waiiifcoting,  and  other  fixtures  of 
a  houfe,  than  the  hovife  itfelf. 
They  are  for  ever  piercing  and  bo- 
ring in  all  direftions,  and  fometirhes- 
go  out  of  the  broadlide  of  one  poit 
into  that  of  another  joining  to  it ; 
but  they  prefer  and  always  deftroy 
the  fofter  fubftances  the  firft,  and 
are  particularly  fond  of  pine  or  fir- 


boards,  which  they  excavate  and 
carry  away  with  wonderful  difpatch, 
and  ailionilhing cunning:  for  except 
a  ilielv  has  fomethingltanding  upon  it, 
as  a  book,  orany  thingelfc  which  may 
tempt  them,  they  will  not  perforate 
the  furface,  but  artfully  preferve  it 
quite  whole,  and  eat  away  all  the 
infide,  except  a  few  fibres  which 
barelv  keep  the  two  fides  conne£led 
together,  lb  that  a  piece  of  an  inch 
board  which  appears  folid  to  the 
eye  will  not  weigh  much  more  than 
two  flieets  of  pafteboard  of  equal 
dimenfion?,  after  thefe  animals  have 
been  a  little  while  in  poileffion  of  it. 
In  fliort,  the  termites  are  Ibinfidi- 
ous  in  their  attacks,  that  we  cannot 
be  too  much  on  our  guard  againll 
them  :  they  wifl  fometimes  begin 
and  raife  their  works,  efpecially  in 
new  houfes,  through  the  floor.  If 
you  deftroy  the  works  fo  begun, 
and  make  a  fire  upon  the  fpot,  the 
nex*t  night  they  will  attempt  to  rife 
through  anotiier  part ;  and  if  they 
happen  to  emerge  under  a  cheft  or 
trunk  early  in  the  night,  w^ill  pierce 
the  bottom,  and  deilroy  or  fpoil 
every  thing  in  it  before  the  morning. 
On  thefe  accounts  we  are  careful  to 
fet  all  our  chefts  and  boxes  upon 
ftones  or  bricks,  fo  as  to  leave  the 
bottoms  of  fuch  furniture  fome 
inches  above  the  ground;  which  not 
only  prevents  thefe  infects  finding 
them  outfo  readily,  butoreferves  the 
bottoms  from  a  corrofivedamp  which 
would  ftrikefrom  theearth  through, 
and  rot  every  thing  therein  :  a  vail 
deal  of  vermin  alfo  would  harbour 
under,  fuch  as  cock-roaches,  centi- 
pedes, millepedes,  fcorpions,  ants, 
and  various  other  noifome  infers. 

"  When  the  termites  attack  trees 
and  branches  in  the  open  air,  they 
fometimes  vary  their'  manner  of  do- 
ing it.     If  a  ilake  in    a  hedge  has 
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not  taken  root  and  vegetated,  it 
becomes  tiicir  bulinelij  to  dellroy  it. 
If  it  has  a  good  ibund  bark  round 
it,  they  will  enter  at  the  bottom, 
and  eat  ail  but  the  bark,  which  will 
remain,  aud  exhibit  the  appearance 
of  a  folid  iVick  (which  fomcvugrant 
colony  of  ants  or  other  inlerts  often 
ihelier  in  till  the  winds  dlfpci  Ic  it) ; 
but  if  thev  cannot  trull:  the  bark, 
thev  cover  the  whole  ftick  with  their 
mortar,  and  it  then  looks  as  if  it 
had  been  dipped  into  thick  mud  that 
had  been  dried  on.  Under  this  co- 
vering they  work,  leaving  no  more 
of  the  ftick  and  bark  than  is  barely 
fufficient  to  fupport  it,  and  frequent- 
ly not  the  fmalleft  particle,  i'o  that 
upon  a  very  fmall  tap  with  your 
walking  ftick,  the  whole  ftake,  tho' 
apparently  as  thick  as  your  arm, 
five  or  fix  feet  long,  lofes  its  form, 
and  diiappearing  like  a  (liadow,  falls 
in  fmall  fragments  at  your  feet. 
They  generally  enter  the  body  of  a 
laro-e  tree  which  has  fallen  through 
age  or  been  thrown  down  by  vio- 
lence, on  the  fide  next  the  ground, 
and  eat  away  at  their  leifute  within 
the  bark,  without  giving  themfelves 
the  trouble  either  to  cover  it  on  the 
outfide,  or  to  replace  the  wood  which 
tViev  have  removed  from  within,  be- 
ingVomehow  fenfible  that  there  is  no 
ncceffity  for  it.  Thefe  excavated 
trees  have  deceived  me  two  or  three 
times  in  running:  for  attempting  to 
itep  two  or  three  feet  high,  I  might 
as  well  have  attempted  to  ilep  upon 
:i  cloud,  and  have  come  down  with 
fuch  unexpetted  violence,  that,  be- 
iides  fliaking  my  teeth  and  bones  al- 
moft  to  diflocation,  I  have  been  pre- 
cipitated, head  foremoil:,  among 
the  neighbouring  trees  and  buflies. 
Sometimes,  though  leldom,  the  ani- 
mals are  known  to  attack  living 
trees ;  but  not,  I  apprehend,  before 
iVinptoms  of  mortiiication  have  ap- 


peared at  the  roots,  fince  it  is  evi- 
dent, as  is  before  obferved,  that  thefe 
infefts  are  intended  in  the  order  of 
nature  to  halten  the  difiblution  of 
fuch  trees  and  vegetables  as  have 
arrived  at  their  greatell  maturity 
and  perfecftion,  and  which  would, 
by  a  tedious  decay,  ferve  only  to  en- 
cumber the  face  of  the  earth.  This 
purpofe  they  anfwcr  fo  effeftually, 
thar  nothing  periiliable  efcapesthem, 
and  it  is  aimoll  impoflible  to  leave 
any  thing  penetrable  upon  the 
ground  a  long  time  in  fafety ;  for 
the  odds  are,  that  put  it  where  you 
will  abroad,  they  will  tind  it  out  be- 
fore the  following  morning,  and  its 
deftruttion  follows  very  foon  of 
courfe.  In  conlequence  of  this  dif- 
poiition,  the  woods  never  remained 
long  encvunbered  with  the  fallen 
trunks  of  trees  or  their  branches ; 
and  thus  it  is,  as  I  have  before  ob- 
ferved, the  total  deilrucftioii  of  de- 
ferted  towns  is  fo  effectually  com- 
pleted, that  in  tw^o  or  three  years  a 
thick  wood  fills  the  fpace ;  and,  un- 
lefs  iron-wood  polls  have  been  made 
ufc  of,  not  the  leail;  vellige  of  a 
houll-  is  to  be  difcovered. 

"  The  firft  object  of  admiration 
which  llrikcs  one  upon  opening  their 
hills  is  the  behaviour  of  the  ioldiers.  If 
you  make  a  breach  in  a  fiight  part 
of  the  building,  and  do  it  quickly 
with  a  ibong  hoe  or  pick-axe,  in  the 
fpace  of  a  few  feconds  a  ibldicr  will 
run  out,  and  walk  about  the  breach, 
as  if  to  fee  whether  the  enemy  is 
gone,  or  to  examine  what  i%  the 
caufe  of  the  attack.  He  wlUfome- 
times  go  in  again,  as  if  to  give  the 
alarm :  but  moil:  frequently,  in  a 
fliort  time,  is  followed  by  two  or 
three  others,  who  run  as  fall  as  they 
can,  frraggling  after  one  another, 
and  are  foon  followed  by  a  large  bo- 
dy who  rulh  ;nu  as  fail:  as  the  breach 
will  permit  thcra,  and  fo  they  pro- 
ceed, 
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cced,  the  number  Increafing,  as  long 
as  any  one  continues  battering  their 
building.  It  is  not  ealy  to  defcribe 
the  rage  and  fury  they  flievv.  In 
their  hurry  they  frequently  mifs 
their  hold,  and  tumble  down  the 
Jides  of  the  hill,  but  recover  them- 
felves  as  quickly  as  poffible ;  and  be- 
ing blind,  bite  every  thing  they  run 
againft,  and  thus  make  a  crackling 
noife,  while  fome  of  them  beat  re- 
peatedly with  their  forcepb  upon  the 
building,  and  make  a  fmall  vibrat- 
ing noife,  fomethlng  fliriller  and 
cpiickcr  than  the  ticking  of  a  watch  : 
I  could  diftinguifli  this  noife  at  tliree 
or  four  feet  diftance,  and  it  conti- 
nued for  a  minute  at  a  time,  with 
fliort  intervals.  While  the  attack 
proceeds  they  are  in  the  moft  violent 
buftle  and  agitation.  If  they  get 
hold  of  any  one,  they  will  in  anin- 
ftant  let  out  blood  enough  to  weigh 
againft  their  whole  body ;  and  if  it  is 
the  leg  they  wound,  you  will  fee  the 
ftain  upon  the  flocking  extend 
an  inch  in  width.  They  make  their 
hooked  jaws  meet  at  the  firft  ftroke, 
and  never  quit  their  hold,  but  fuf- 
ter  themfelves  to  be  pulled  away  leg 
by  leg,  and  piece  after  piece,  with- 
out the  lealt  attempt  to  efcape. 
On  the  other  hand,  keep  out  of 
their  way,  and  give  them  no  inter- 
ruption, and  they  will  in  lefs  than 
half  an  hour  retire  into  their  neft, 
as  if  they  fuppofed  the  wonderful 
monfter  that  damaged  their  caftle  to 
be  gone  beyond  their  reach.  Before 
they  are  all  got  in  you  will  fee  the 
labourers  in  motion,  and  haftcning 
in  various  directions  toward  the 
breach  :  every  one  with  a  burthen  of 
mortar  in  his  mouth  ready  temper- 
ed. This  they  ftick  upon  the  breach 
as  fa  ft  as  they  come  up,  and  do  it 
wi|:h  fo  much  difpatch  and  facility, 
that  although  there  are  thdufands, 
and  I  may  fay  millions,  of  them, 
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they  never  ftop  or  eijibarrafs  one 
another;  and  you  are  moft  agree- 
ably deceived  when,  after  an  appa- 
rent fcene  of  hurry  and  contulion, 
a  regular  wall  arifes,  gradually  fill- 
ing up  the  chafm.  While  they  are 
thus  employed,  almoft  all  the  foldi- 
ers  are  retired  quite  of  light,  except- 
ing here  and  there  one,  v/ho  faunteri 
about  among  fix  hundred  or  a  thou- 
fand  of  the  labourers,  but  never 
touches  the  mortar  eitlier  to  lift  or 
carry  it :  one,,  in  particular,  places 
himfelf  dole  to  the  wall  they  are 
building.  This  foldier  will  turn  him- 
felf leifurely  on  all  lides,  and  every 
now  and  then,  at  intervals  of  a  mi- 
nute or  two,  lift  up  his  head,  and 
with  his  forceps  beat  upon  the  build- 
ing, and  make  the  vibrating  noife 
before  mentioned ;  on  which  imme- 
diately a  loud  hifs,  which  appears 
to  come  from  all  the  labourers,  ifllies 
from  within  fide  the  dome  and  all 
the  fubterraneous  caverns  and  paf- 
fages :  that  it  does  come  from  the  la- 
bourers is  very  evident,  for  you 
will  fee  them  all  haften  at  eveiy  fuch 
fignal,  redouble  their  pace,  and 
work  as  faft  again. 

"  As  the  moft  intercfting  experi- 
ments become  dull  by  repetition  or 
continuance,  fo  the  uniformity  w  ith 
which  this  bufmefs  is  carried  on, 
though  fo  very  wonderful,  at  laft 
fatiates  the  mind,  A  renewal  of  the 
attack,  however,  Inftantly  changes 
the  fcene,  and  gratifies  our  curiofity 
ftill  more.  At  every  ftroke  we  hear 
a  loud  hifs ;  and  on  the  firft  the  la- 
bourers run  into  the  many  pipes  and 
galleries  with  which  the  building  is 
perforated,  which  they  dofo  q^uickly 
that  they  feem  to  vanifli  5  for  in  a 
few  feconds  all  are  gone,  and  the  fol- 
diers  rulli  out  as  numerous  and  as 
vindiftive  as  before.  On  finding  no 
enemy  they  return  again  leifurely 
into  the  hill,  and  very  foon  after  the 
/  labourers 
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labourers  appear  loaded  as  at  firft, 
as  active  and  as  rtdulous,  with  Ibl- 
diers  here  and  there  among  them, 
who  a6t  juft  inthe  fame  manner,  one 
or  other  of  them  giving  the  fignal 
to  haften  the  bufmefs.  Thus  the 
pleafure  of  feeing  them  come  out  to 


fight  or  to  work  alternately  may  be 
obtained  as  often  as  curiohty  exciter 
or  time  permits :  and  it  will  certainly 
be  found,  that  the  one  order  never 
attempts  to  fight,  or  the  other  to 
work,  let  the  emergency  be  ever  lb 
great." 


OBSERVATIONS  on  RESPIRATION,  with  a  View  to  afcertain 
the  Origin  of  the  fixed  Air  difcovered  by  it. 

[From  Dr.  Priestley's  Experiments,  and  Obfervations  relative  to  vari- 
ous Branches  of  Natural  Philofophy.] 


*'  T  T  is  a  prevailing  opinion,  and, 
X  notwithftanding  the  pains  I 
have  taken  to  explain  myfelf  from 
time  to  time,  is  by 'many  perfons 
Hill  afcribed  to  me,  that  common 
air,  by  the  addition  of  phlogifton, 
becomes  fixed  air.  Mr.  Cruick- 
fliank,  as  I  have  obferved,  thinks 
that  fome  experiments  of  his  are 
dcciiive  in  favour  of  it,  and  my 
friend  Mr.  Kirwan  is,  i  find,  in- 
clined to  it.  As  I  conceive  this  hy- 
pothecs to  have  no  foundation  in 
fa<51,  it  may  not,  I  think,  be  amifs 
to  animadvert  a  little  upon  it. 

"  All  the  experiments  that  I  have 
yet  heard  of,  that  have  been  ima- 
gined to  favour  this  opinion,  only 
fliew  that  there  is  an  appearance  of 
fixed  airwhen  common  air  is  phlo- 
giillcated.  But  this  may  be  the 
cafe  if  any  confide rable  quantity  of 
fixed  air  be  contained  in  the  com- 
mon atmofphere,  either  properly 
incorporated  with  it,  and  making 
part  of  its  conftitlition,  or  difFufed 
through  it.  For  the  addition  of 
phlogillon,  or  rather  its  union  with 
common  air,  whereby  it  becomes 
phlogifticated  air  (which  is  quite 
another  fuftance)  may  precipitate 
the  fixed  air,  in  coufequence  of  its 


having  a  ftronger  affinity  with  the 
bafis,  whatever  that  be,  of  com- 
mon air.  And  that  fixed  air  is,  in 
fome  way  or  other,  contained  in 
common  air,  is  evident  from  its  be- 
ing imbibed  by  lime  water,  when- 
ever it  is  expofcd  to  the  common  at- 
mofphere. -But  befides  the  fixed 
air  which  is  thus  capable  of  being 
attrafted  by  lime  water,  common 
air,  probably  at  leaft,  contains  a 
quantity  that  it  held  in  a  much 
firmer  union  with  it.  For  when 
lime  water  has  abforbed  all  the  fixed 
air  that  it  can  from  any  portion  of 
common  air,  it  is  as  fit  for  refpira- 
tion  as  ever  ;  and  when  it  is  phlogil'- 
tica!,  at  leaft  by  refpiration  or  putre- 
faftion,  a  much  greater  quantity  of 
fixed  air  is  (at  leaft  feemingly)  pre- 
cipitated from  it.  ^ 
"  It  is,  I  imagine,  this  appear- 
ance of  fixed  air  th^t  has  led  lb  ma- 
ny perfons  to  fuppofe  that  it  is  form- 
ed by  the  union  of  phologifton  with 
common  air.  But  if  it  be  the  ad- 
dition of  phlogifton  that  makes  one 
part  of  any  quantity  of  common 
air  become  fixed  air,  why  does  not 
the  addition  of  more  phlogifton  con- 
vert the  v/hole  into  fixed  air,  which 
is   never  the  .cale  ?    For   in  fimple 
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phlogiftication  the  diminution  never 
proceeds  farther  than  about  one 
fourth  of  any  given  quantity  oj:  com- 
mon air,  and  the  remainder  is  a 
thing  as  remote  from  fixed  air  as 
any  kind  ff  air  can  be  ;  ■  and  ir  is  in 
vain  to  atteifipt,  by  the  addition  of 
more  phlogifton,  to  convert  it  into 
fixed  air. 

"  Bcfide?,  confidering  the  great 
diminution  of  common  air  by  phlo- 
giftic  procefles,  there  is  no  greater 
appearance  of  fixed  fi'iv  produced 
by  refpiration,  than  has  been  fup- 
pofed  to  be  contained  in  comoion 
air,  and  to  be  precipitated  from  it, 
even  admitting,  as  J  do,  that  the 
whole  oi"  the  diminution  is  not  owing 
to  the  precipitation  of  fixed  air. 
Breathing  into  lime  water  feems  to 
have  been  the  principal  circamlcance 
that  has  led  to  the  miftake  which  I 
am  now  animadverting  upon  ;  but 
few  perfons  are  aware  how  fmall  a 
proportion  of  fixed  air  is  neceffary  to 
make  a  very  tur'iid  appearance  in  a 
great  quantity  of  lime  writer. 

"  From  thefe  reflexions  on  the 
fubjeft  i  was  led  to  make  the  follow- 
ing experiments  ;  which  though  they 
difcover  new  difficulties  in  it,  may 
fervc  to  give  fome  kind  of  fatisfac- 
tion  with  refpecl  to  it,  and  prepare 
the  way  for  f.uther  inveftigation. 

"  It  muii:  be  allowed  to  be  a  cari- 
ous fubjeft  of  inquiry,  to  afcertain  the 
quantity  of  fixed  air  naturally  con- 
tained in  a  given  quantity  of  com.- 
imon  air,  or  to  trace  the  fource  of 
the  fixed  air  which  appears  in  fome 
procelTts  for  phlogillicating  common 
air.  Now  in  fome  of  thefe  procefles 
it  feems  to  be  more  contiderable 
than  in  others,  and  in  fome  I  find 
none  at  all.  This  remarkable  dif- 
ference, !  own,  I  am  not  at  pre  Tent 
able  to  account  for.  Let  the  follow- 
ing fafts  fpeak  for  rhcmfelves. 

"  The     diminution    of    air    by 


breathing  feems  to  be  lefs  than  by 
putrefaction,  or  feveral  other  pro- 
celfeb ;  and  though  air  is  not  complete- 
ly phlogillicated  by  this  means  (the 
anicnals  dying  before  it  quite  arrives 
at  that  term)  yet  the  diminution 
feems  to  be  iefs  even  in  proportion 
to  the  degree  of  phlogiftication. 
The  diminut'on  is  evidently  much 
greater  by  me;:ns  of  putre'fatlion, 
notwithftanding  the  emiliion  of  per- 
manent air  from  the  puti  efying  fub- 
ftance,  which  a  priori  there  is  no 
•reafon  to  fufpe6t  from  a  living 
body.  To  make  the  following  ex- 
periments in  the  fairefl:  manner,  I 
made  ufeof  quickfilver,  rather  than 
ot  water,  to  confine' the  air. 

"  .4  moufe  being  fuffcred  to  live  as 
long  as  it  could  in  a  given  quantity 
of  ai'',  confined  by  quick-filver,  I 
let  it  remain  two  or  three  days  after- 
wards ;  in  which  time  there  was  no 
fenfible  diminution  of  the  air.  I 
then  withdrew  the  moufe  ;  and  ad- 
mitting lime  v/ater  to  the  air,  it  was 
dimiiiiiiied  one  twenty-eighth  part 
oi  its  bulk.  But  the  precipitation 
of  the  lime  was  not  very  confider- 
able.  Agitation  in  waier  would  have 
produced  a  farther  diminution,  as  in 
ilie  following  experiment. 

"  A  moufe  having  breathed  as 
long  as  it  could  in  a  quantity  of  air 
confined  by  quickfilver,  I  aduMtted 
lime  water  to  it  as  foon  as  it  was 
dead,  when  there  was  ;m  immediate 
and  copious  precipitation  of"  lime. 
Alter  it  had  flood  two  days,  one 
nineteenth  of  the  whole  quantity 
was  a')forbed,  and  by  agitation  in 
w.ter  ir- wa«  reduced  in  all  one  tenth. 
This  air  being  examined,  Vv'ith  an 
equal  quantity  of  nitrous  air,  the 
meafures  of  the  teft  were  i.yS-  fo 
that  it  was  fomethin',  iliort  of  being 
completely  phlogillicated. 

"  Another    moufe    dying    in  an 

equal  jar  of  air,  in  the  fame  man- 

I2  ner, 
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ncr,  I  kept  it  upon  the  quick-filvcr 
four  days,  cUu'm:;  which  time  there 
was  no  abfovptiou  of  any  thing ; 
but  upon  water  being  admitted  to  it, 
one  eighth  of  the  whole  quantity 
difuppeared ;  and  examining  the 
reiiiainder  by  nitrous  air,  the  mea- 
furcs  of  the  tell  were  1.8  ;  which, 
confidcring  how  much  of  the  nitrous 
air  is  ablbrbed  by  pafling  through 
water,  may  be  deemed  a  pretty  near 
approach  to  complete  phlogiilication. 

"  At  another  time  a  tull  grown, 
but  young  moufe,  lived  feven  hours, 
an  ten  ounce  meafures  ot  common 
air,  confined  by  quick-hlver.  Lime 
water  being  then  admitted  to  the 
air,  it  became  turbid.  But  when 
one  fifteenth  of  the  whole  was  ab- 
forbed,  the  remainder  feemed  to 
have  but  little  fixed  air  in  it,  though 
the  agitation  in  water  reduced  it  be- 
tween one  fifth  and  one  lixth  of  the 
whole.  This  was  the  greateft  di- 
minution that  I  ever  found  in  this 
way. 

"  In  thefe  procefies  it  is  not  eafy 
to  determine  how  much  of  the  di- 
rainurlon  is  owing  to  the  precipita- 
tion of  fixed  air  ;  but  fo  far  is  clear 
from  thefe  expeiiments,  that  let  the 
matter  to  be  abforbed  be  what  it 
will,  the  abforprion  cannot  take 
place  fo  long  as  the  air  is  confined 
by  quick-filver,  there  being  nothing, 
as  we  may  fuppofe,  with  which  the 
matter  to  be  abforbed  can  unite  in 
thofe  circumftances ;  though  it  Is 
ready  to  feparaie  from  the  reft  of  the 
mafs  of  air  upon  the  admiiiion  of 
water,  with  which  it  can  unite.  In 
the  cafe  of  refpiration  therefore,  that 
which  is  feparatedfrom  the  common 
airfeemsto  be  either  all  fixed  air,  or 
fome  fubllance  fimilar  to  it. 

"  In  the  next  place,  I  endea- 
voured to  afcertain  the  quantity  of 
fixed  air  produced  by  my  own  refpi- 
ration in  a  given   time  ;     and  the 


quantity  of  air  that  I  could  phlogif- 
ticate  in  that  time.  For  this  pur- 
pofe,  I  put  a  quantity  of  lime  water 
into  a  glafs  tube,  three  feet  long 
and  an  inch  wide,  filling  it  fo  high 
as  that  no  part  of  it  mightbe  thrown 
over  when  I  bre;'thcd  through  it,  by 
means  of  afmall  glafs  tube  reaching 
to  the  bottom  of  the  large  one.  In 
this  manner  I  breathed  two  minutes. 
Then  carefully  pouring  out  all  the 
turbid  water,  and  filling  a  phial  with 
it,  I  poured  into  it  a  qu-antity  of  oil 
ot  vitriol,  enough  todiflodgeallthe 
fixed  air  froin  the  precipitated  lime. 
However,  left  this  fhould  not  be 
fufficient,  I  afterwards  expelled  all 
the  air  that  I  could  from  it  by  means 
of  heat.  Then,  rejecling  all  the 
permanent  air  that  came  over  along 
with  the  fixed  air,  and  allowing,  as 
well  as  I  could,  for  all  that  might 
have  efcaped,  without  being  feizcd 
by  the  lime  in  the  water,  I  eilimated 
the  whole  produce  atone  ounce  mea- 
fure  of  fixed  air. 

"  Left  fome  miftake  fliould  arife 
from  the  quantity  of  air  contained 
in  the  water  itfe^f,  I  at  the  fame 
time  expelled  the  air  by  the  heat  of 
boiling  water  from  a  phial  of  the 
fame  fize,  filled  with  the  fame  water, 
and  an  equalquantity  of  oilof  vitriol ; 
and  I  found  the  quantity  of  air  ex- 
pelled from  it  to  be  quite  Inconfider- 
able.  In  reality,  I  found  after  this 
procefs,  not  more  than  a  quarter  of 
an  oimce  meafure  of  air  that  was  not 
afteded  by  lime  water.  There  was 
alfo  not  more  than  half  an  ounce 
meafure  of  fixed  air  coUefted ;  fo 
that  I  allowed  half  of  the  fixed  air 
to  have  efcaped  the  lime  water,  in 
order  to  make  the  whole  equal  to 
one  ounce  meafure. 

"  Then,  in  ordei;  to  eftimate  the 
quantity  of  air  that  I  could  com- 
pletely phlogifticate  by  the  refpira- 
tion of  two  minutes,  I  breathed, 
throush 
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through  a  glafs  fyphon,  the  air  con- 
tained in  a  receiver  that  held  200 
ounces  of  water,  the  receiver  being 
inverted  in  a  trough  ot  water.  So 
long  I  found  that  I  could  breathe  the 
ir  contained  in  this  receiver  with 
olerable  eaie,  and  examining  the 
tjuality  of  it  afrcrvvards,  by  mc^ns 
of  nitrous  air,  I  tound  the  meafurcs 
of  the  teit  to  be  1.5.  I  repeated 
the  experiment  with  the  fame  event. 
At  the  fame  time  ufmg  the  fame  ni- 
trous air  and  common  air,  the  mea- 
furesot  the  teii  were  1.26. 

"  Taking  this  number  trom  2.c, 
the  whole  quantity  of  common  air 
that  had  difappeared  was  0.74; 
but  in  the  air  that  I  had  breathed 
the  quantity  that  had  difappeared 
was  0.5;  which  taken  from  0.74, 
leaves  0.24  for  the  meafure  of 
what  this  refpired  air  was  fhort  of 
complete  phlogiftication.  C  fing- 
therefore  the  foUowin^^  proportion, 
as  0.74  is  to  2.0,  fo  is  0.24.  to 
64.8.     This   I    therefore  conclude 


to  be  the  quantity  of  air  which  I 
could  have  complei.elv  phlogillicatcd 
by  the  refpiration  oi  two  minutei^ 
It  amounts  therefore  to  32.4  ounce 
meaiures,  or  about  a  quart  in  a  mi- 
nute ,•  whereas  ir  is  geneially  fup- 
pofed  that  wc  phlogillicate,  or  as  it 
has  ufually  been  termed,  that  wc 
confumea  gallon  of  air  in  a  manute. 
And  it  by  confuming  be  meant  re- 
ducing-the  air  to  a  llate  in  which  a 
candle  will  not  burn  in  it,  the  cfli- 
mate  will  be  pretty  near  the  truth. 

"  If  this  procels  can  be  depended 
upon,  and  ii  the  fixed  air  produced 
by  refpiration  be  precipitated  from 
the  common  air,  it  may  be, conclud- 
ed that  fixed  ;.ir  makes  aboivt  a  fixty- 
fifth  part  of  the  mafs  of  common 
air,  which  is  about  the  fame  propor- 
tion that  the  permanent  refiduum 
bears  to  any  quantity  ot  fixed  air. 
For  beyond  that  proportion,  it  is  not 
polfible  to  make  water  imbibe  fixed 
air." 


OBSERVATIONS  on  PUTREFACTION,  v/itb  a  View  to  afcer- 
tain  the  Origin  of  fixed  Air  difcovercd  oy  it. 


[From  the  lame  Work.] 


"  ^  i  ^  HE  uncertainty  of  the  con- 
j.  clufion  from  the  experi- 
ments recited  iii  the  preceding 
fee tion,  arifes  chiefly  from  the 
quantity  of  fixed  air  that  may  be 
fuppofed  to  efcape  the  lime  water 
through  which  it  is  breathed.  But 
I  think  that  I  made  a  pretty  liberal 
allowance  by  fuppofing  it  to  be  one 
half  of  the  whole,  confidering  how 
very  readily  fixed  air  is  abforbcd  by 
quick  lime  in  water.  If  however, 
this  one  fixty-fifth  part,  or  even 
more  than  double  th;it  quantity,  be 


all  the  fixed  air  that  is  difcovefable 
in  common  air  by  means  of  refpi- 
ration, there  muft  be  fome  other 
caufe  of  the  diminution  of  air  pro- 
duced by  ph logi fton,  even  in  this 
procefs,  belides  the  precipitation  of 
fixed  air.  For  in  a  complete  phlo- 
gifi;ication  (for  which  I  made  the 
above  calculation)  the  diminution 
is  nearly  one  fourth  of  the  whole. 
And  when  the  diminution  of  the  air 
is  made  by  putrefaction,  not  only 
does  it  amount  to  a  complete  fourth 
part  of  the  whole,  notwithfianding 
J  -i  the 
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the  produftion  of  fome  permanent 
air  Jrom  the  putrefying  iubftance, 
but^it  has,  in  all  relpeds,  the  ;.p- 
pearance  of  being  produced  folely 
by  the  mere  precipitation  of  fixed 
air. 

"  Thefollowingexperiments  were 
made  with  a  view  to  this  very  cir- 
cumftance,  and  they  were  made 
with  as  much  attention  as  I  /was  ca- 
pable of  giving  to  them.  My  rea- 
der will  find  an  experiment  oi  the 
fame  kind  in  my  firft  volume  on  the 
l"ubje£t  of  air ;  but  though  it  is 
there  very  faithlully  reported,  yet 
as  I  was  at  that  time  but  a  novice  in 
thefe  prccefles.  I  chofe  to  go  over  it 
again,  taking  it  on  a  larger  fpale, 
and  with  fome  precautions  which  I 
did  not  then  attend  to. 
.  "  Notwithftanding  what  I  had 
obferved  before,  I  had  fome  fufpici- 
on  that  the  diminution  of  air,  after 
the  procefs  had  been  long  continu- 
ed in  quick-filver,  would  not  be 
quite  fo  great  as  when  ifwas  made 
in  water ;  and  when  confequentl_7 
that  part  of  the  air  which  had  difap- 
peared  had  an  opportunity  qt  being 
immediately  feparated  trom  the  reft, 
and  imbibed  by  the  water,  with 
which  ir  was  in  immediate  contaft. 

"  Having  this  circumftance  par- 
ticularly in  view,  on  the  13th  of 
March,  fjSs,  1  took  two  dead 
mice,  of  about  equal  fize,  and  put 
them  into  two  feparatc  cups,  under 
different  jars  of  common  air,  of  ve- 
ry nearly  equal  cajjacities,  one  of 
them  containing  155  ounces  of  wa- 
ter, ftanding  in  quick-lilver,  and 
•the  other  160  ounces,  ftanding  in 
•water. 

"  Leaving  them  in  the  country  to 
the  care  of  a  perfon  who  fupplied 
the  veflels  in  which  they  ftobd  occa- 
fionally  with  water  or  quicklilvcr,  I 
went,  to  London,  and  after  my  re- 
turn, in  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  I 


found,  by  marking  the  veflels,  and 
meafuring  them  afterwards,  that  the 
air  in  the  veficl  which  had  flood  in 
water  was  reduced  to  140  ounce 
meafures  ;  and  on  the  28th  of  Au- 
guft it  was  reduced  to  i  r>5,  but  after 
ftanding  a  torrnight  hmger,  it  was 
nor.  feniibly  diminiftied  any  farther. 
The  i'.irin  the  vefl'el  which  had  ftood 
in  quick-filver  was  not  fenfibly  di- 
miniflied  at  all. 

"  Admitting  lime  water  to  this 
veffel,  it  prcfently  became  turbid  ; 
but  this  being  a  How  diminution,  I 
removed  the  veflel  after  fume  days 
to  a  trough  of  water,  and  then 
found  that  the  air  contained  in  it 
made  lime  water  exceedingly  turbid  ; 
and  agitating  this  air  in  fmall  por- 
tions it  was  prefently  reduced  to  125 
ounce  meafures;  lb  that  all  the 
quantity  diminifhed  feems  to  have 
been  fixed  air,  making  lime  water 
turbid,  and  being  abfoi  bed  by  water 
in  the  very  fame  manner. 

"  The  air  in  tbevefie!  which  had 
ftood  in  water,  notwithftanding  the 
opportunity  t'lere  was  for  fixed  air 
depofited  by  it  being  readily  abforb- 
ed,  made  lime  water  very  turbid ; 
and  by  agitation  in  fmall  portions 
this  air  was  reduced  to  ijo  ounce 
mcafuses.  Upon  the  whole  then  it 
appears,  that  the  diminution  in  both 
of  thefe  cafes  was  nearly  equal,  viz, 
alittli;  more  than  one  fifth. 

"  in  thefe  experiments  the  two 
mice  were  thoroughly  putrefied, 
and  indeed  quite  diifolved,  and  no 
doubt  had  yielded  all  the  air  they 
weie  capable  of  yielding.  But  if 
the  experiments  on  the  putrefaction 
of  mice  in  quickfilver  recited  above 
be  compared  with  thefe,  it  will  be 
found  that  the  addition  of  fixed  air, 
or  air  of  any  other  kind,  from,  the 
putrefied  mice  was  quite  inconfider- 
able,  viz.  an  ounce  raeafure  and 
half   of    fixed   air,     and    half  an 

ounce 
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ounce  meafure  of  inflammable  from 
each, 

"  It  is  true  that  mice  putrefying- 
ill  water  yield  perhaps  moic  fixed 
air  than  in  this  proportion ;  but 
here  they  putrefied  in  air  only. 
And  that  a  very  inconiiderablc 
quantity  is  produced  in  thefe  cir- 
cumtlanees,  is  evident  from  there 
being  little  or  no  increafe  of  the  air 
when  it  is  confined  by  quick-fiher, 
which  could  not  imbibe  fixed  air, 
if  any  had  been  dilcharged  from 
the  putrefying  mice. 

"  Jf  we  were  to  eftimate  the  pro- 
portion that  the  fixed  air  naturally 
contained  in  the  atmofphere  bears 
to  its  other  conftitucnt  parts,  from 
the  data  fupplied  by  thefe  experi- 
ments, it  mufl:  be  confidered  as 
not  Ids  than  one  filth  of  the  whole 
mafs ;  and  yet  it  is  equally  certain 
that  in  other  phloglftic  procelles, 
the  di!7»inution  has  been  quite  as 
much  without  any  appearance  of 
fixed  air.  That  there  is  no  ap- 
pearance of  any  when  iron  filings 
and  brimllone  are  made  ufe  of,  i 
obferved  before,  and  endeavoured 
to  account  tor ;  but  I  am  not  able 
to  account  for  it  in  the  followins: 
experiments,,  at  leait  ui  one  ot 
them. 

"  Having,  for  a  purpofe  that 
will  be  mentioned  hereafter,  intro- 
duced a  quantity  of  "nitrous  air  to 
the  ufual  proportion  of  cemmon 
air,  confined  by  quickfilver,  1  ob- 
ferved  that  the  diminution  was 
complete  without  any  admiffion  of 
water  ;  and  lime  water  being  after- 
wards admitted  to  this  air  Was  not 
made  turbid  by  it.  Poffibly,  how- 
ever, the  fixed  air  in  this  cafe 
might  unite  with  the  fiiline  fab- 
uance  formed  .by  the  union  of  the 
nitrous  acid  and  quick-filver ;  as 
all  the  faline  fubftances  on  which 
I  have  yet  made  the  experiments  do 


yield  fomc  fixed  air.  But  I  can- 
not imagine  what  could  have  be- 
come of  the  fixed  air,  if  there  be 
any  deposited  by  phlogiuication 
from  the  common  air,  in  the  fol- 
lowing cafe. 

"  Air  is  as  capable  of  being  phlo- 
gifticated  and  diminiihed  by  intlam- 
mable  air,  as  by  nitrous  air ;  and 
I  found  the  fame  proportion  ■of  it 
fufficient  for  the  purpofe  ;  but  in- 
flimnlablc  air  muft  be  ignited  before 
it  can  part  with  its  phlogifton  to 
common  air.  I  made  the  experi- 
ment repeatedly  in  quick-nlver,  bv 
means  of  elertric  explofions,  and 
obferved  that  the  whole  diminution 
was  always  produced  inllanta^ne- 
oully  ;  and-  even  lime  water  admit- 
ted to  the  air  immediately  after- 
wards did  not  make  it  in  the  leail 
turbid,  or  produce  any  farther  di- 
minution. 1  his  refult  therefore 
was  the  very  reverfc  of  the  dimi- 
nution of  arir  by  refpiration,  and 
efpecially  by  putrefa6tion. 

"  I  not  only  repeated  this  expe- 
I'iment  feveral  times,  and  with  as 
little  lofs  of  time  as  poffible  tranf- 
ferrcd  the  diminiflied  air  to  lime 
water;  but  1  made  the  diminution 
itfelf  in  lime  water,  without  pro- 
ducing any  turbid  appearance  what- 
ever. 

"  I  alfo  made  repeated  diminu- 
tions of  common  air  bv^means  of 
inflammable  air  and  the  eleftric 
fpark  over  water,  in  order  to  dif- 
cover  what  it  was  that  the  air  loft 
in  phlogiftication,  and  what  be- 
comes of  that  part  which  had  dif- 
appeared  ;  fufpeding  that  it  might 
have  been  imbibed  by  the  water,  lb 
as  to  be  capable  of  being  reproduc- 
ed in  the  f;)rm  of  air  by  the  appli- 
cation of  heat.  But  the  refult  was 
exactly  fimilar  to  what  1  had  ob- 
ferved when  the  diminution  was 
made    by    the.    fame    means    over 

/  4  quick- 
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quick-filver.  For  in  this  cafe  alfo 
the  whole  of  the  dimi,nution  took 
place  at  once,  and  no  fixed  air  was 
afterwards  found  in  the  \Vater. 

"  To  make  this  experiment  to 
the  mod  advantage,  1  mixed  a  large 
quantity  of  air,  one  third  inflam- 
mable, and  two  thirds  common, 
and  then  took  of  it  fuch  a  quantity 
a^  f  found  by  experience  1  could 
eafily  manage  at  one  time ;,  and 
putting  it  into  one  of  Mr.  Nairne's 
inflammable  air  piflols,  previoufly 
filled  with  water,  1  carefully  clofed 
the  orifice,  by  tying  round  the 
mouth  of  it  a  moillened  bladder, 
out  of  which  all  the  air  was  very 
carefully  preiTed. 

"  When,  in  thefe  circumflances, 
the  air  within  the  piflol  was  fired 
by  means  of  the  elettric  explofion, 
the  fir  If  eifeft  was,  that  the  ex- 
,  panded  air  was  inilantly  thrown 
vvjth  great  violence  into  the  blad- 
der, together  with  the  water  con- 
tained in  the  cavity  of  the  piilol ; 
but  immediately  after,  the  air,  the 
water,    and  even   the  greateft    part 


of  the  bladder  itfelf,  were  forced 
by  the  external  air  in  the  piiiol  ; 
the  air  contained  in  the  piilol  being 
now  reduced  by  phlogiftication  into 
lefs  fpace  than  it  had  occupied  be- 
fore. I  then  carefully  withdrew 
the  bladder,  and  prcferving  the 
fame  water,  repeated  the  fame  ex- 
periment with  it,  till  I  had  decom- 
pofed  fo  much  air,  that  even  the 
quantity  that  had  difappeared  of 
the  common  air,  exclufive  of  the 
inflammable  air,  muft  have  been 
confiderably  more  in  bulk  than  the 
water.  Then  putting  this  water 
into  a  phial,'  I  endeavoured  to  ex- 
pel air  from  it  by  heat ;  but  1  found 
no  more  in  it  than  fuch  water  ufu- 
ally  contains,  which  was  quite  in- 
confiderablc  ;  for  it  was  rain  water 
which  had  been  billed  not  long  be- 
fore, for  the  purpofe  ot  expelling 
all  its  air.  The  water  indeed  had 
a  turbid  appearance,  but  this  was 
probably  occafioned  by  the  bladder. 
Had  it  come  from  the  air,  and  ef- 
pecially  fixed  air,  it  would  have 
been  driven  out  bv  boiling." 


Extra£l  from  a  Paper  of  Dr.  Blag  den's,  F.R.S.  on  the  HEAT 
of  the  WATER  in  the  GULF-STREAM. 

[From  the  Philofophical  Tranfaciions.] 


NE  of  the  mofl  remarkable 
fafts  obierved  in  navigating 
the  ocean,  is  that  conilant  and  rapid 
current  which  fets  along  the  coaff  of 
North  America  to  the  northward 
and  eailward,  and  is  commonly 
known  to  feamen  by  the  name  of 
the  Gulf-ftream.  It  feems  jullly 
arrributed  to  the  effcft  of  the  trade- 
winds,  which  blowing  trom  the 
eallern  quarter  into  the  great  pulf 
ot  Mexico,  caufe  there  an  accumu- 
lation of  the  water  above  the  corn- 


men  level  of  the  fea ;  in  confe- 
quence  of  which,  it  is  conftanily 
running  out  by  the  channel  where 
it  finds  leaft  refinance,  that  is, 
through  the  Gulf  of  Florida,  with 
fuch  force  as  to  continue  a  diftint't 
flream  to  a  very  great  diftance. 
Since  all  fhips  going  from  Europe 
to  any  of  the  fouthern  provinces  ot 
North  America  mufl  crpfs  this  cur- 
rent, and  are  materially  affeftcd  by 
it  in  their  courfe,  every  circum- 
flance  of  its  motion  becomes  an  ob- 
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jeSi  highly  intercding  to  the  fea- 
man,  as  well  as  of  great  canofity  to 
the  philofopher.  An  obfervarion 
which  occurred  to  me  on  the  fpot 
fiioo-efts  a  new  method  of  invelli- 
gating  a  matter  that  appears  lo 
worthy  of  attention. 

"  During  a  voyage  to  America,  in 
the  fpring  of  the  year  1776,  I  ufed 
frequently  to  examine  the  heat  of 
fea  water  newly  drawn,  in  order  to 
compare  it  with  that  of  the  air.  We 
made  our  paflagc  far  to  the  fouth- 
ward.  In  thip  lituation,  the  grcateft 
heat  of  the  water  which  I  obferved 
was  fuch  as  raifed  the  quitkfilver  in 
Fahrenheit's  thermometer  to  '  7 "4. 
This  happened  twice  ;  the  firft  time 
on  the  loth  of  April,  in  latitude 
21"^  10^  N.  and  lonyitude,  by  our 
I'eckoning,  52^  W  ;  and  the  fecond 
time,  three  days  afterwards,  in  la- 
titude 22°  7'  and  longitude  55''; 
but,  in  general,  the  heat  of  the  fea 
near  the  tropic  of  c;incer,  about  the 
middle  of  April,  was  trom    76^  to 

77'-  .         . 

"  The  rendezvous  aj^pointed  for 

the  fleet  being  off  Cape  Fear,  our 
courfe,  on  approaching  the  Ame- 
rican coaft,  became  northwelfward. 
On  the  23d  of  April  the  heat  of 
the  fea  was  74°,  our  latitude  at 
noon  28''  7'  N.  Next  day  the 
heat  was  only  71";  we  were  then 
in  latitude  29°  12';  the  heat  of  the 
water,  therefore,  was  now  lefl'ening 
very  faft  in  proportion  to  the  change 
of  latitude.  The  25th  our  latitude 
was  31"^  3'';  but  though  we  had 
thus  gone  almoft  2°  farther  to  the 
northward,  the  heat  of  the  fea  was 
this  day  rather  increafed,  it  being 
yz"  in  the  morning,  and  724  in  the 
evening.  Next  day,  the  26th  of 
April,  at  half  after  eight  in  the 
morning,  I  again  plunged  the  ther- 
mometer into  fca-water,  and  was 
greatly  furprifed  to  fee  the  quick- 


filver  rife  to  78-'',  higher  than  I 
had  ever  obferved  it,  even  within 
the  tropic.  As  the  difference  was 
too  great  to  be  imputed  to  any  acci- 
dental variation,  1  immediately  con- 
ceived that  we  mult  have  come  into 
the  Gulf-flream,  the  water  of  which 
ftill  retained  great  part  of  the  heat 
that  it  had  acquired  in  the  torrid 
zone.  This  idea  was  confirmed  by 
the  fubfcquent,  regular,  and  quick 
diminution  of  the  hear:  the  fhip's 
run  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  had  lef- 
fened  it  2"^  ;  the  thermometer,  at 
three  quarters  after  eight,  being 
niifed  by  fea-water,  frefh  drawn, 
only  to  76^;  by  nine  the  beat  was 
reduced  to  73",  and  in  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  more,  to  71'^  nearly:  all 
this  time  the  wind  blew  frefli,  and 
we  were  going  feven  knots  an  hour 
on  a  north-weftern  courfe.  The 
water  now  began  to  lofe  the  fine 
tranfparent  blue  colour  of  the  ocean, 
and  to  alTume  fomcthing  of  a  greenifli 
olive  tinge,  a  well-known  indication 
of  foundings.  Accordingly,  between 
four  and  five  in  the  afternoon, 
ground  was  ftruck  with  the  lead  at 
the  depth  of  eighty  fathom,  the 
heat  of  the  fea  being  then  reduced  to 
69''.  In  the  courfe  of  the  t>)llow- 
ing  night  and  next  day,  as  we  came 
into  flialiower  water  and  nearer  the 
land,  the  temperature  of  the  fea 
gradually  funk  to  65*^,  which  was 
nearly  thr^t  of  the  air  at  the  time. 

"  Unfortunately  bad  weather,  on 
the  26th,  prevented  us  from  taking 
an  obfervation  of  the  fun ;  but  on 
the  2  7tb,  though  it  was  thencloudv 
at  noon,  we  calculated  the  latitude 
from  two  altitudes,  and  found  it  to 
be  33«  26'  N[.  The  difference  of 
this  latitude  from  that  which  we 
had  obferved  on  the  25th,  being  2*^ 
23',  was  fo  much  greater  than  could 
be  deduced  from  the  fliip's  run 
marked  in  the  log-book,  as  to  con- 
vince 
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vlnce  the  feamcn  that  we  had  been 
fet  many  miles  to  the  northward  by 
the  current. 

*'  On  the  25th  at  noon,  the  longi- 
tude, by  our  reckoning,  was  74^ 
W.  and  I  believe  the  computation 
to  have  been  pretty  juft;  but  the 
ioimdings,  together  with  the  lati- 
tude, will  determine  the  fpot  where 
thefe  obfervations  were  made  better 
than  any  reckoning  from  the  eail- 
ward.  The  fliip's  run  on  the  26th, 
from  nine  in  the  forenoon  to  four  in 
the  afternoon,  was  about  ten  leagues 
on  a  north -weft-by -north  courfe  ; 
foon  afterwards  we  hove-to  in  order 
to  found,  and,  finding  bottom,  we 
went  very  llow^ly  all  night,  and  till 
noon  the  next  day. 

"  From  thefe  obfervations,  I  think, 
it  may  be  concluded,  that  the  Gulf- 
llream,  about  the  33d  degree  of 
north  latitude,  and  the  76th  degree 
of  longitude  well:  of  Greemvich,  is, 
in  the  month  of  April,  at  leail  fix 
degrees  hotter  than  the  water  of  the 
fea  through  which_it  runs.  As  the 
heat  of 'the  fea  water  evidently  be- 
gan to  increafe  in  the  evening  of  the 
25th,  and  as  the  obfervations  fliew 
that  we  were  getting  out  of  the  cur- 
rent when  I  firlf  tried  the  heat  in  the 
morning"  of  the  26th,  it  is  moft  pro- 
bable, that  the  fliip's  run,  during 
the  night,  is  nearly  the  breadth  of 
the  ftream  meafured obliquely  acrofs : 
that,  as  it  blew  a  frefli  breeze,  could 
not  be  much  lefs  than  twenty-five 
leagues  in  fifteen  hours,  thediilance 
of  time  between  the  two  obferva- 
tions of  the  heat ;  and  hence  the 
breadth  of  the  ftream  may  be  eftl- 
raated  at  twenty  leagues.  The 
breadth  of  the  Gulf  of  Florida, 
which  evidently  bounds  the  ftream 
at  its  origin,  appears  by  the  charts 
to  be  two  or  three  miles  lefs  than 
this,  excluding  the  rocks  and  fand- 
^anks  which  furround  the  Bahama 


Iflands,  and  the  fhallow  water  that 
extends  to  a  confiderable  diftancc 
from  the  coaft  of  Florida  ;  and  the 
correfpondence  of  rtiefe  meafures  is 
very  remarkable;  fince  the  fi:i-eam, 
from  well-known  piinciples  of  hy- 
draulics, muft  gradually  become 
wider  as  it  gets  to  a  greater  diftance 
from  the  channel  by  which  it  if- 
fues. 

"  If  the  heat  of  the  G  ulf  of  Mexico 
were  known,  many  curious  calcula- 
tions might  be  formed  by  comparing 
it  with  that  of  the  current.  The 
mean  he.it  of  Sptn.fli-iovvn  and 
Kingfton  in  Jamuca,  feems  not  to 
exceed  81"^;  that  of  St.  Domingo 
on  the  fea-coail  may  be  eftimated  at 
the  fame  from  iVIonf.  Godin's  ob- 
fervations ;  but  as  the  coaft  of  the 
continent  which  bounds  the  gulf  to 
the  weftward  and  fouthward  is  pro- 
bably warmer,  perhaps  a  degree  or 
two  may  be  allowed  for  the  mean 
temperature  of  the  climate  over  the 
whole  bay  :  let  it  be  ftated  at  82" 
or  8 J?.  Now  there  feems  to  be 
great  probability  in  the  fuppofition 
that  the  fea,  at  a  certain  compara- 
tively fmall  dillance  below  its  fur- 
tace,  agrees  in  heat  pretty  nearly 
with  the  average  temperature  of  the 
air,  during  the  whole  year,  in  that 
part ;  and  hence  it  may  be  conjec- 
tured, that  the  general  heat  of  the 
water,  as  it  iflues  out  of  the  bay  to 
form  the  ftream,  is  about  84^:,  the 
fmall  variations  of  temperature  on 
the  furface  not  being  fufiicient  to 
affect  materially  that  of  the  general 
mafs.  At  the  tropic  of  cancer  I 
found  the  heat  to  be  77°;  the 
ftream,  therefore,  in  its  whole 
courfe  from  the  gulf  of  Florida, 
may  be  fuppofcd  to  have  been  con- 
ftantly  running  through  water  from 
4.°  to  6*^  colder  than  itfelf,  and  yet 
it  had  loft  only  4°  of  heut,  though 
the  furroundisg  water  where  I  ob- 

fervcjl 
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ferved  it  was  was  10''  below  the 
fuppofed  ont;inal  temperature  ot  the 
water  which  forms  the  current. 
From  this  fmall  diminution  of  the 
heat,  in  a  dilhince  probahly  or  three 
hundred  miles,  Tome  idea  may  be 
acquired  of  the  vaft  body  of  fluid 
which  lets  out  of  the  gulf  of  Mex- 
ico, and  of  the  great  velocity  of  its 
motion.  Numerous  obfcrvations 
on  the  temperature  of  this  ilreaai, 
in  every  part  of  it,  and  at  different 
feafons  of  the  year,  compared  with 
the  heat  of  the  water  in  the  fur- 
rounding  'eas,  both  withiuand  with- 
out the  tropic,  would,  layprehend, 
be  the  beif  means  of  afcertaining 
its  nature,  and  determining  every 
materiil  circumftance  of  its  move 
ment,  efpec'iaily  if  the  efte6f  of  the 
current  in  pulhing  fliips  to  the 
northward  is  carefully  attended  to, 
at  the  fame  time  with  the  obfcrva- 
tions  upon  its  heat. 

*'  An  opinion  prevails  among  fea- 
men,  that  'here  is  fomething  pecu- 
liar in  the  weather  about  the  Gulf- 
llream  As  far  as  I  could  judge, 
the  heat  of  the  air  v^^as  confiderably 
incrcafed  by  it,  as  might  be  ex- 
pelled ;  but  whether  to  a  degree  or 
extent  iufficient  for  producing  any 
material  changes  in  the  atmofphere 
mull  be  determined  by  future  ob- 
fervacions. 

"  Perhaps  other  currents  may  be 
found  which,  ilFuing  hom  places 
warmer  or  colder  than  the  furround- 
ing  fea,  differ  from  it  in  their  tem- 
perature fomuch  as  to  be  difcovcred 
by  the  thermometer.  Should  there 
be  many  fuch,  this  inflrument  will 
come  to  be  ranked  among  the  moil 
valuable  at  fea ;  as  the  difficulty  of 
afcertaining  currents  is  well  known 
to  be  one  of  the  greatefl  defects  in 
the  prefent  art  of  navigation. 

'"■  In  the  meantime,  I  hope  the 
obffrvations  which  have  been  here 


related  are  fufficient  to  prove,  that 
in    croifmg    the    GuU-ftreani    very 
effenti  il  advantages  may  be  ckrived 
1  rem  the  ufe  of  the   thermometer: 
for  if  the  mafter  of  a   Ihip,  bound 
to  any  of  the  fouthern  provinces  of 
North  America,  will  be  careful  to 
try  the  heat  of  the  fea  frequently, 
he  muft    difcover   very   accurately 
his    entrance  into  the  Gulf  llream, 
by  the  fudden  increafe  of  the  heat  ; 
and  a  continuance  of  the  fame  ex- 
periments will  Ihew  him,  with  equal 
exadtnefs,  how  long   he  remains  in 
it.     Hence  he  will  always  be  able  to 
make   a    proj)er  allowance    fur  the 
number  of  miles  that  the  fhip  is  fet 
to  the   northward,  by    multiplying 
the  time    into   the  velocitv    of  the 
current.     Though    this   velocity  is 
hitherto   very    imperfectly   known, 
for  want  of  fome  method  of  deter- 
mining how  long  the   current  afted 
upon   the   flii]«,  yet  all  uncertainty 
arlling  from  thence  muft  foon  ceale, 
as  a  few  experiments  upon  the  heat 
of  the  ftream,  compared  with    the 
fliip's  run  checked  by  obfervations 
of  the   latitude,    will    afcertain   its 
motion    vyith      fufficient    precifion. 
From  diderences  in  the  wind,  and 
perhaps    other  circum Ranees,    it  is 
probable,  that  there  may  be   fome 
variations    in  thie    velocity    of    the 
current  J   and  it  will  be  curious  to 
obferve,    whether   thefe    variations 
may   not  frecjuently  be  pointed  out 
by  a  difterence  in  its  temperature ; 
as  the  quicker  the  current    moves, 
the  lefs  heat  is  likely  to  be  loff,   and 
confequently  the   hotter    the  wa'.er 
will  be.     In  this  obfervation,  how- 
ever, the  feafon  of  the  year  muft 
always  be  conlidered  ;    partly,    be- 
caufe  it  may,  perhaps,  in  fome  de^ 
gree  aife6t  the  original  temperature 
of  the  water  in  the  gulf  of  Mexico  ; 
but  principally,  becaufe  the  aAual 
heat  of  the  ftream  mail  be  greater 

or 
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or  lefs  in  proportion  as  the  tra(ft  of 
the  fea  through  which  it  has  flown 
was  warmer  or  colder.  In  wifiter, 
I  fiiould  fuppofe,  that  the  heat  of 
the  llream  itfelf  would  be  rather 
lefs  than  in  fummer  ;  but  that  the 
difference  between  it  and  the  fur- 
rounding  fea  wrould  be  much  p^reater  ; 
and  I  can  conceive  that,  in  the  mid- 
dle of  fummer,  though  the  llream 
had  loft  very  little  of  its  original 
heat,  yet  the  fea  might,  in  fome 
parts,  acquire  fo  nearly  the  fame 
temperature,  as  to  render  it  fcarcely 
poffible  to  diftinguifli  by  the  ther- 
mometer when  a  fhip  entered  into 
the  current. 

"  Befides  the  convenience  of  cor- 
recting a  fliip's  courfe,  by  knowing 
how  to  make  a  proper  allowance  tor 
the  diftance  fhe  is  fet  to  the  north- 
ward by  the  current,  a  method  of 
determining  with  certainty  when  flie 
enters  into  the  GuU-ftream  is  at- 
tended with  the  fiirther  ineftimable 
advantage  of  fliewing  her  place  upon 
the  ocean  in  the  moft  critical  fitua- 
tion :  for,  as  the  current  fets  along 
the  coaft  of  America  at  no  great  di- 
ftance from  foundings,  the  mariner. 


when  he  finds  this  fudden  incrcafe 
of  heat  in  the  fea,  will  be  warned  of 
his  approach  to  the  coaf!:,  and  will 
thus  have  timely  notice  to  take  the 
neceffary  precautions  for  the  fecurity 
of  his  velfel.  As  the  courfe  of  the 
Gulf-ftream  comes  more  to  be  ac- 
curately known,  from  repeated  ob- 
fervations  of  the  heat  and  latitudes, 
this  method  of  determining  the  lliip's 
place  will  be  proporrionably  more 
applicable  to  ufe.  And  it  derives 
additional  importance  trom  the  pe- 
culiar circumftances  of  the  Ameri- 
can coaft,  which,  from  the  mouth 
of  the  Delaware  to  the  fouthermoft 
point  of  Florida,  is  every  where 
low,  and  befet  with  frequent  fhoals, 
running  out  fo  far  into  the  fea  that 
a  veffel  may  be  aground  in  many 
places  where  the  (liore  is  not  to  be 
diftinguiflied  even  from  the  maft- 
head.  The  Gulf  ftream,  therefore, 
which  has  hitherto  ferved  only  to 
increafe  the  perplexities  of  feamen, 
will  now,  if  thefe  obfervations  are 
found  to  be  iuft  in  pratiice,  become 
one  of  the  chief  means  of  their  pre- 
fervation  upon  that  dangerous  coaft." 


ACCOUNT  of  a  PHENOMENON  obferved  upon  the 
ISLAND  of  SUMATRA.  By  William  Marsden, 
Efq. 


[From  the  fiimc  Publication.] 


^URING  my  reftdenceon  the 
ifland  of  Sumatra  in  theEaft 
Indies,  I  had  occafion  to  obferve  a 
phenomenon  fingular,  I  believe,  in 
its  kind,  an  account  of  which  may 
not  perhaps  be  uninterefting  to  the 
curious. 

"  Inthcyear  177:;  theS.E.or  dry 
nionfoon  fet   in   about  the  middle 


of  June,  and  continued  with  very 
little  intermiflion  till  the  month  of 
March  in  the  following  year.  So 
long  and  fevere  a  drought  had  not 
been  experienced  then  in  the  me- 
mory of  the  oldeft  man.  The  verdure 
of  the  ground  was  burnt  up,  the 
trees  were  ftripped  of  their  leaves, 
the  fprings  of  water  failed,  and  the 

earth 
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earth  every  where  gaped  in  filTurcs. 
For  ibme  time  a  copious  dew  falling 
in  the  night  lupplicd  the  deficiency 
of  rain  ;  but  tnis  did  not  lail  long  : 
yet  a  thick  tog,  which  rendered  the 
neighbouring  hills  invifible  for 
months  together,  and  nearly  ob- 
fcLired  the  fun,  never  ceafed  to  hang 
over  the  land,  and  add  a  gloom  to 
the  profped  already  but  too  melan- 
choly. The  Europeans  on  the  coall 
fuftered  extremely  by  ficknefs  ; 
about  a  fourth  part  of  the  whole 
number  being  carried  oft"  by  fevers 
and  other  bilious  diilempers,  the  de- 
prellion  of  fpirits  which  they  la- 
boured under,  not  a  little  contri- 
buting to  hallen  the  fatal  eftecfs. 
The  natives  alfo  died  in  great  num- 
bers. 

* '  In  the  month  of  November  1775, 
the  dry  feafon  having  then  exceeded 
its  ufual  period,  and  the  S.  E.  winds 
continuing  with  unremitting  vio- 
lence, the  fea  was  obferved  to  be 
covered,  to  the  dillance  of  a  mile, 
and  in  iome  places  a  leaguii  from 
fliore,  whh ^Jh  floating  on  the  fur- 
face.  Great  quantities  of  them 
were  at  the  fame  time  driven  on  the 
beach,  or  left  there  by  the  tide,  fome 
quite  alive,  others  dying,  but  the 
greatefl:  part  quite  dead.  The  filh 
thus  found  were  not  of  one  but  va- 
rious fpecies,  both  large  and  fmall, 
flat  and  round,  the  Cat-tilli  and 
Mullet  being  generally  moil  preva- 
lent. The  numbers  were  prodigi- 
ous, and  overfpread  the  fliore  to 
the  extent  of  fome  degrees  :  of  this 
I  had  ocular  proof  or  certain  infor- 
mation, and  probably  they  extended 
a  conliJerable  way  farther  than  I 
had  opportunity  of  making  enquiry. 
Their  firft  appearance  waj  fudden  ; 
but  though  the  numbers  diminifiied, 
they  continued  to  be  thrown  up,  in 
fome  parts  of  the  coall,   lor  at  leait 


a  month,  furnifhing  the  inhabitants 
with  food,  which,  though  attended 
with  no  immediate  ill  confequence, 
probably  contributed  to  the  un- 
healthincfs  lb  feverely  felt.  No  al- 
teration in  the  weather  had  been  re- 
marked for  many  days  previous  to 
their  appearance.  The  thermome- 
ter flood  as  ufual  at  the  time  of  year 
at  about  81;''. 

"  Various  were  the  conjeftures 
formed  as  to  the  caufe  of  this  extra- 
ordinary phenomenon,  and  almoft 
as  various  and  contradiftory  were 
the  confequenccs  deduced  by  the 
natives  from  an  omen  fo  porten- 
tous ;  fome  inferring  the  continu- 
ance, and  others,  with  equal  plau- 
fibility,  a  relief  from  the  drought. 
With  refped  to  the  caufe,  I  mufl 
confefs  myfclf  much  at  a  lofs  to  ac- 
count for  it  fi^itisfac%rily.  ]f  I 
might  hazard  a  conjeft ure,  and  it  is 
not  offered  as  any  thing  more,  I 
would  fuppofe,  that  the  fea  requires 
the  mixture  of  a  due  proportion  of 
frefli  water  to  tetiiper  its  faline  qua- 
lity, and  enable  certain  fpecies  of 
fifli  to  fubfift  in  it.  Of  this  falu- 
brious  correction  it  was  deprived  for 
an  unufual  fpuce  of  time,  not  only 
by  the  want  of.  rain,  but  by  the 
ceafing  of  many  rivers  to  flow  into 
it,  whofe  fourccs  were  dried  up.  I 
rode  acrofs  the  mouths  of  feveral 
perfeftly  dry,  which  I  had  often 
before  pafTed  in  boats.  The  fi{h  no 
longer  experiencing  this  refrefli- 
ment,  necelTary  as  it  would  feem  to 
their  exilfence,  fickened  and  pe- 
riflidd  as  in  a  corrupted  element. 

"If  any  thing  fimilar  to  what  I 
have  above  defcribed  has  been  no- 
ticed in  other  parts  of  the  world,  I 
fhould  be  happy  by  a  comparifon  of 
the  attendant  circumftances,  to  in- 
velligare  and  afcerrain  the  true 
caufes  of  fo  extraordinarv  an  efTed." 
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A  farther  Account  of  the  Ufefulnefs  of  WASHING  the  STEMS  of 
TREES.   By  Robert  Maesham,  of  Stratton,  Efq;  F.R.S. 
[  From  the  fame  Publication.  ] 
HEfoUowingaccountisakind     ir.ud    fpread    round  fome   favourite 


X  of  pollfcript  to  my  letter  to 
Dr.  Mofs,  lord  bifliop  of  Bath  and 
Wells,  in  177c;,  which  t\ie  Royal 
Society  did  me  the  honour  to  publifli 
in  the  Philofophical  Tranfaftions  in 
1777.  Jn  that  I  fliewed  hou'  much 
abeech  increafed  upon  its  ftem  being 
cleaned  and  wafiied  ;  and  in  this  I 
fliall  fliew,  that  the  benefit  of  clean- 
ing the  ftem  continues  feveral  years: 
for  the  beech  which  1  walhed  in  1775 
has  increafed  in  the  five  years  fince 
the  vvaflung  eight  inches  and  fix- 
tenths,  or  above  an  inch  and  feveii- 
tenths  yearly ;  and  the  aggregate 
of  nine  unwaflied  beeches  of  the 
fame  age  does  not  amount  to  one 
inch  and 'three-tenths  yearly  to  each 
tree,  in  1776  I  wafhed  another 
beech  (of  the  fame  age,  viz.  feed  in 
1741);  and  the  increafe  in  four 
years  lincc  the  wafliing  is  nine  inches 
and  two-tenths,  or  two  inches  and 
three-tenths  yearly,  when  the  aggre- 
gate of  nine  unwafhed  beeches  a- 
mounted  to  but  one  inch  and  three- 
tenths  and  a  half.  In  1776  I  wafli- 
ed  an  oak  which  I  planted  in  172c, 
which  has  increafed  in  the  four  years 
fince  wafliing  feven  inches  and  two- 
tenths,  and  the  aggregate  of  three 
oaks    planted  the  fame   year  {in': 


trees,  as  far  as  I  fuppofed  their  roots 
extended,  and  although  fome  trees 
did  not  fliow  to  have  received  any 
benefit  from  the  mud,  yet  others 
did,  that  is,  an  oak  increafed  half 
an  inch,  and  a  beech  three-tenths, 
above  their  ordinary  growth.  Now 
though  the  beech  gained  but  three- 
tenths,  yet,  perhaps,  that  may  not 
be  enougb  to  allow  for  the  mud  ;  for 
the  fummer  of  1779  was  the  moft 
un genial  to  the  growth  of  trees  of 
any  fince  I  have  meafured  them, 
fome  not  gaining  half  their  ordinary 
growth,  and  the  aggregate  increafe 
ol  all  the  unwafhed  and  uninudded 
trees  that  I  meafured  (ninety-thiee 
in  number  of  various  kinds)  was  in 
1779  but  fix  feet  five  inches  and  fe- 
ven-tenths,  or  feventy-feven  inches 
and  feven-tenths.  which  gives  but 
eight-tenths  and  about  one-third  to 
each  tree  ;  when  in  1778  (a  very 
dry  fummer  in  Norfolk)  they  in- 
creafed feven  feet  and  nine-tenths, 
or  near  eighty-five  inches,  which 
gives  above  nine-tenths  to  each  tree: 
and  this  fummer  of  1780  being  alfo 
very  dry,  yet  the  aggregate  increafe 
was  above  half  an  inch  inore  than  in 
1778.  But  the  bell  increafe  of  thele 
three  years  is  low,  as  there  are  but 


all  I  meafured)  amounted  to  bur  one    twenty  ofthe  ninety-three  trees  that 


inch  yearly  to  each  tree.  In  1779 
I  wafiied  another  beech  of  the  faine 
age,  and  the  increafe  in  i78ovv,'i3 
three  inches,  when  the  aggregate  of 
fifteen  unwaflied  beeches  was  not 
full  fifteen  itiches  and  fix-tenths,  or 
not  one  inch  and  half  a  tenth  to  each 
tree  ;  yet  moft  of  thefe  trees  grew 
on  better  land  than  that  which  was 
wafhed.  But  I  apprehend  the  whole 
of  the  extraordinary  increase  in  the 
two  laft  experiments  fliould  not  be 
attributed  to  wafhing :  for  in  the 
autumn  of  1778  I  had  greafy  pond- 


were  not  planted  by  me,  and  greater 
increafe  is  reafonably  expefted  in 
young  than  old  trees  ;  yet  I  have  an 
oak  now  two  hundred  years  old  (1780) 
which  is  fixtecn  feet  and  five  inchesin 
circumference,  or  one  hundred  and 
nincty-feven  inches  in  two  hundred 
years.  But  this  oak  cannot  properly 
be  called  old.  The  annual  increafe 
of  very  old  trees  is  hardly  meafur- 
able  with  a  firing,  as  the  ilightefl 
change  ofthe  air  will  affect  the  firing 
more  than  a  year's  growth.  The 
largeft  trees  that  I  have  meafured  are 
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fo  far  from  me,  that  I  have  had  no  op- 
portunity of  meafuring  them  a  iecond 
time,  excepting-  the  oak  near  the  ho- 
nourable Mr.  Legge's  Lodge  in  Holt 
Foreft,  which  does  not  ■  ftiow  to  be 
hollow.  In  lycig  I  found  it  was  at 
feven  feet  (for  a  large  fwelling  ren- 
dered it  unfair  to  meafure  at  five  or 
fix  feet)  a  trifle  above  thirty-four 
feet  in  circumference,  and  in  1778 
I  found  it  had  not  increafed  above 
half  an  inch  in  nineteen  years.  This 
more  entire  remain  of  longevity  me- 
rits fome  regard  from  the  lovers  of 
trees,  as  well  as  the  hollow  oak  at 
Cowthorp  in  Yorklhire,  which  Dr. 
Hunter  gives  an  account  of  in  his 
edition  of  Evelyn's  Silva,  and  calls 
it  forty-eight  feet  round  at  three 
feet.  I  did  not  meafure  it  fo  low  ; 
but  in  1768  I  found  it  at  four  feet, 
forty  feet  and  fix  inches  ;  and  at 
five  feet,thirty-fix  feet  and  fix  inches; 
and  at  fix  feet,  thirty-two  feet  and 
once  inch.  Now,  although  t-his  oak 
is  larger  near  the  earth  than  that  in 
Hampfliire,  yet  it  diminiflies  much 
more  fuddenly  in  girt,  viz.  eight 
feet  and  five  inches  in  two  feet  of 
height  (I  reckon  by  my  own  mea- 
fures  as  I  took  pnins  to  be  exatt.) 
Suppofe  the  diminution  continues 
about  this  rate  (ior  I  did  not  mea- 
fure fo  high)  then  at  feven  feet  it 
will  be  about  twenty-eight  feet  in  cir- 
cumference, and  the  bottom  fourteen 
feet  contain  fix  hundred  and  eighty- 
fix  feet  round  or  buyer's  meafure,  or 
feventeen  ton  and  fix  feet ;  and  four- 
teen kct  length  of  the  Hampfliire 
Gak  is  one  thoufand  and  feven  feet, 
or  twenty-five  ton  and  feven  feet, 
that  is,  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
one  feet  more  than  the  Yorkfr.ire 
Oak,  though  that  is  fuppofed  by 
many  people  the  greatell  Oak  in 
England. 

"  I  am  unwilling  to  conclude  this 
account  of  wafliing  the  ftems  of 
tsees  without  obferving,  that  aVj  the 


ingredients  of  vegetation  united, 
which  are  received  from  the  roots, 
ftem,  branches,  and  leaves  of  a  molfy 
and  dirty  tree,  do  not  produce  half 
the  increafe  that  another  gains  whofe 
item  is  clean  to  the  head  only,  and 
that  not  ten  feet  in  height.  Is  it 
not  clear  that  this  greater  fhare  of 
nourifliment  cannot  come  from  rain? 
For  the  dirty  ftem  will  retain  the  moif- 
ture  longer  than  when  clean,  and 
the  nourifliment  drawn  from  the 
roots,  and  imbibed  by  the  branches 
and  leaves,  mufl:  be  the  fame  to 
both  trees.  Then  muft  not  the 
great  fliare  of  vegetative  ingredients 
be  conveyed  in  dew  ?  May  not 
the  mofs  and  dirt  abforb  the  fineft 
parts  of  the  dew  ?  and  may  they  not 
a6\  as  a  kind  of  fcreen,  and  deprive 
the  tree  of  that  fliare  of  air  and  fun 
which  it  requires  ?  To  develope 
this  myfterious  operation  of  naturt 
would  be  an  honor  to  the  moft  inge- 
nious, and  the  plain  fa£t  may  afford 
pleafure  to  the  owners  of  younsj 
trees  ;  for  if  their  growth  may  be 
increafed  by  cleaning  their  fi:ems 
once  in  five  or  fix  years  (and  per- 
haps they  will  not  require  it  fo  often) 
if  the  increafe  is  but  half  an  inch 
yearly  above  the  orainary  growth, 
it  will  greatly  over-pay  for  the  trou- 
ble, befides  the  pleafure  of  feeing 
the  tree  more  flourifliing.  Although 
the  extra  increafe  of  my  firft  waflied 
beech  was  but  four-tenths  of  an 
inch,  the  fecond  was  nine-tenths  and 
a  half,  ^nd  the  third  nearly  two 
inches,  Co  the  aggregate  extra  in- 
creafe is  above  one  inch  and  one- 
tenth  yearly  ;  and  the  increafe  of 
the  oak  is  eight-tenths.  But  calling 
it  only  half  an  inch,  then  fix  years 
will  produce  above  five  cubic  feet  of 
timber,  as  the  oak  is  eight  feet 
round,  and  above  twenty  feet  long, 
and  fix  pence  will  pay  for  the  walh- 
ing  ;  fo  there  remains  nine  fiiililng's 
and  fix  pence  clear  gain  in  fix  vears." 
ANTI- 
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On  the  Origin  and  Derivation   of  the  Title  of  lONIANS,    from 
ION  and  JAVAN. 

[From  Mr.  Joudrel's  llluflrations  of  the  Ion  of  Euripides.] 


lonians,  from  the  hoiiour'd  Ion  call'd. 
Verfc  1640. 
*'  '  I  ^HE  title  of  lonians  is  here  ' 

JL  faid  to  be  derived  from  the 
Jon  of  the  play  ;  but  this  appella- 
tion has  been  fuppofed  with  great 
probability  to  have  had  a  difterent 
origin  of  a  far  more  remote  anti- 
quity :  and  it  appears,  that  the 
name  was  originally  very  exteniive 
from  the  moft  vmdoubted  teftimony. 
We  learn  from  Herodotus,  "  that 
the  Athenians  were  tor  a  time  called 
lonians  from  Ion,  fon  of  Xuthus, 
the  leader  of  their  armies  :  and 
that  the  lonians  of  the  Peleponnefe 
before  the  arrival  of  Danaus  and 
Xuthus  were  called  the  iEgiales,  or 
the  Maritime  Felafgi,  as  the  Greeks 
aflerted  ;  but  afterwards  lonians 
from  Ion,  the  fon  of  Xutluis."  Ac- 
cording to  Iiim  however  "  the 
Athenians  rejected  this  appellation, 
as  well  as  the  other  lonians  in 
Gra:ce,  and  were  moft  of  them  in 
his  time  afliamed  of  it  :  but  the 
twelve  cities  of  the  lonians  them- 
felves  in  Afia  gloried  in  the  appella- 
tion, erec'ted  a  tcn"y3le,  and  impofed 
on  themfelves  the  commun  name  of 
Panionium  ;  of  which  they  were 
vi'illing  that  none  but  the  lonians 
themfelves  fliould  participate."  Stra- 
bo  alfo  aflerrs,  '*  that  the  lOnic  di- 
aled was  the  fame  with  the  ancient 
Attick,  nnd  that  the  Athenians  were 
formerly  called  lonians  :  Hence  are 


derived  the  lonians  inhabiting  Afia 
who  now  make  ufe  of  the  lonick 
tongue,  as  it  Is  called  :  In  another 
place  he  informs  us,  "  that  Attica 
was  formerly  called  Ionia  and  las, 
and  that  Homer,  when  he  mentions 
the  laones,  means  the  Athenians." 
Pauiiuiius  relates,  "  that  Selinus, 
king  of  jEglakis,  gave  his  only 
daughter  Kellce  in  marriage  to  Ion, 
and  adopted  him  as  his  fon  and  fuc- 
cefibr  in  the  government  :  that 
after  the  death  of  Selinus  he  there 
reigned,  founded  a  city  in  ^gialus, 
of  the  name  of  Hellce  derived  from 
his  wife,  and  called  the  '  nation 
lonl-uis  from  himftlf  :  This  howe- 
ver was  no  exchange  of  name,  but 
only  an  addition  ;  for  they  were 
called  the  ^Eglalenfes  lonians."  He 
afterwards  adds,  "  that  the  dercen- 
dents  of  Ion  retained  the  fovereignty 
of  the  lonians,  till  they  and  the 
whole  nation  fell  under  the  Achse- 
ans."  The  Ionl;ms,  fays  Strabo, 
fpeaking  of  ^Egialus  in  Achasa, 
who  were  originally  of  Athenian  ex- 
tradion,  formerly  poffefled  this 
countiy  ;  and  its  ancient  name  was 
^Eglalela,  as  the  Inhabitants  were 
called  ^giales ;  but  the  country 
was  afterwards  denominated  Ionia, 
us  well  as  Attica,  from  Ion,  fon  of 
Xuthus.  Hence  it  appears,  that  a 
conliderable  part  of  Gr^ce  had  this 
appellation  :  but  it  was  even  the 
common  title  of  the  whole  country 
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in  Europe,  as  the  Afiaticks  thcm- 
lelves  called  it.  Thus  i3£fchylus 
in  his  Perfians  makes  Atolla  call 
Greece  the  land  of  the  laonians  ; 
and  the  chorus  in  that  play  calls  the 
people  of  Greece  the  lanonians. 
Arillophanes  alio,  in  the  mouth  of 
a  Perlian  nobleman,  ufes  this  ex- 
preffion  ;  and  the  fcholiaft  there 
tells  us,  that  the  Barbarians  called 
all  the  Hellenes  by  the  name  of 
Jaonians.  The  foundation  there- 
fore of  this  title  feems  to  have  been 
derived  from  favan,  the  fourth  fon 
of  Japhet,  and  the  grandfon  of  the 
patriarch  Noah,  whofe  pofterity 
after  the  deluge  are  recorded  iu  Ge- 
nefis  to  have  peopled  the  illes  of  the 
Gentiles.  1  fhall  fubmit  the  fol- 
lowing obfervations  to  the  reader, 
from  an  eflay,  intitled,  An  enquiry 
into  the  origin  of  the  Greek  lan- 
guage, by  the  late  bifliop  Squire. 
*'  We  find  this  very  land  of  Greece, 
in  the  facred  records,  more  than 
once  exprefsly  termed  J  a  van  or 
Ionia  ;  that  is,  the  country  of  Ja- 
van,  for  as  the  original  word  in  the 
Hebrew  is  wrote  T-V,  according  to 
the  different  infertion  of  the  vowels, 
it  may  be  pronounced  loN  or 
]aV«N,  or  laoN,  or  laNN*  : 
and  what  ftlll  more  ftrongly 
ftrengthens  and  confirms  this  opi- 
nion, that  the  country  of  Javan 
was  really  the  fame  with  that  of 
Graece,  is,  that  the  Syrians,  Perfi- 
ans, Arabians,  and  the  Barbarians 
in  general  never  called  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  land  Hellens,  the  name 
they  moft  commonly  gave  them- 
(elves  ;  but  always  Javans,  or  loni- 
ans.  The  Greeks  themfelves  indeed 
are  ready  enough  to  tell  us,  that 
this  name  was  of  a  much  later  date 
than  that  I  have  now  affigned  ;  and 
that  it  took  its  original  from  the 
braveand  noble  exploits  of  one  Ion  an 
Athenian,  the  fon  of  Xuchus,  who 
1781. 


was  three  entire  generations  younger 
than  Deucalion  :  but  this  opinion 
feems  to  have  no  better  foundation, 
than  meer  unfupported  conjefture  ; 
tor  what  had  the  Syrians,  Arabs,  E- 
gyptians,  and  thole  other  nations, 
which  the  Greeks  term  barbarous, 
to  do  With  the  Athenian  Ion,  a  man 
of  no  chara(5fer  with  regard  to  them, 
and  fcarcely  known  and  acknow- 
ledged by  his  countrymen  them- 
felves ?  The  very  adtions,  that 
are  faid  to  have  been  performed  by 
him,  allowing  them  to  be  all  true 
in  faft,  are  however  far  from  be- 
ing of  that  diflinguiflied  merit,  as 
to  deferve  to  have  a  whole  people 
denominated  from  him.  Had  this 
been  the  true  original  of  the  name 
of  the  lonians,  we  ihould  moft  un- 
doubtedly have  found  it  chiefly  in  _ 
ufeamongft  the  Greeks  themfelves, 
and  by  them  taught  and  propagated 
to  the  neighbouring  nations  :  where- 
as the  diredt  contrary  of  this  is  evi- 
dent ;  tor  it  does  not  appear  from 
hiftory,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to 
learn,  that  the  Greeks  in  genera 
ever  called  themfelves  lonians,  or 
that  even  the  Athenians,  whofe 
country  had  the  honour  of  giving 
birth  to  this  imaginary  hero^  weres 
ever  fo  well  pleafed  with  this  name 
as  to  endeavour  to  propagate  it  : 
nay,  it  is  certain  from  hiftory,  that 
they  even  difliked  it,  avoided  to 
make  ufe  of  it,  and  were  unwilling 
to  be  called  by  it :  O'ijAn  avi/  ahhot 
luviqy  vl  'Adnial'oi  t<pvy:ii  tawf/.ciy  n 
^ovXoyJvot  "luvBi  x=-)c^?^6al,  as  Herodo- 
tus tells  us.  When  therefore  the 
learned  Bochart,  in  his  Phaleg  de- 
monftrates,  that  the  Javans  or  loni- 
ans were  not  originally  a  meer  party 
diftinftion  among  the  Greeks, 
alUimed  by  accident,  as  it  were,  ia 
later  times  ;  but  that  in  their  firft 
and  moft  early  ages  the  inhabitants 
of  all  the  countries  between  Thrace 
K  and 
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and  Peleponncfus  incluGvely  were 
called  after  this  najne  ;  is  not  this 
a  moll  convincing  argumcnr,  does 
it  not  amount  even  to  dcmonilr^- 
tion,  that  the  Greek  account  of  the 
original  of  this  appellation  of  loni- 
ans  cannot  poflibly  be  true  ? 
Though  the  Athenians  and  fome  of 
their  neareft  neighbours  might  be 
fuppofed  to  have  been  called  after 
this  name  in  memory  of  their 
countryman  Ion  ;  yet  how  does  this 
aftedt,  or  in  the  leaft  concern  the 
Thracians,  and  thole  other  nations 
who  at  this  time,  it  is  more  than 
probable,  had  not  the  leail:  com- 
merce or  correfpondence  \yith  them  ? 
We  mufl  therefore  have  recourfe  to 
fome  caufe  as  exteniive  as  the  efFeft. 
That  which  I  have  affigned  feems 
fully  to  come  up  to  the  point ;  viz. 
that  the  Javans  and  Pelafgi  were  in 
reality  one  and  the  fame  people, 
planting  and  inhabiting  the  fame 
countries  at  the  fame  time,  from 
their  anceftor  denominated  Javans, 
or  lonians,  and  from  their  manner 
of  life  Pelafgi,  a  wandering  peo- 
ple." This  ingenious  explication 
naturally  folves  all  the  difficulties  in 


regard  to  this  charafier  of  Ion.  His 
IMofaick  archet^-pe,  the  Aliatick 
Javan,  was  defigncdly  loft  in  obli- 
vion by  the  Grecians,  and  particu- 
larly by  the  Athenians,  that  their 
national  vanity  might  not  fuffer  by 
this  traditional  badge  of  oriental  ex- 
tra£lion  ;  nor  clafli  with  their  fa- 
vourite prejudice  of  confidering 
themfelves  the  Autochthones  of 
their  own  country,  or  the  native 
inhabitants  fprung  from  its  very 
foil,  and  not  imported  from  any 
other.  In  order  therefore  to  ac- 
count for  the  derivation  of  the  name 
of  lonians,  if  they  did  not  abfo- 
lutely  create  an  imaginary  charac- 
ter of  their  own,  the  dramatic  Ion 
of  Euripides,  yet  they  undoubtedly 
aggrandized  the  exploits  of  the  foil 
of  Creufa.  By  this  artful  inven- 
tion they  fecured  to  themfelves  a 
double  advantage  ;  for  they  loft  the 
ideal  difgrace  of  acknowledging 
themfelvei,  as  a  colony  planted  by 
a  foreign  founder  ;  and  yet  they  re- 
tained the  flattering  compliment  oi 
ftamping  on  the  iflands  and  the 
Afiatick  colonies  the  mark  of  poli- 
tical derivation  from  them." 


SHORT  HISTORICAL  ACCOUNT  of  ATHENS,  from  the 
TIME  of  her  PERSIAN  TRIUMPHS,  to  that  of  her  becoming 
fubjea  to  the  TURKS. 

[From  Mr.  Harris's  Philological  Inquiries.] 


"  \^/^^-^  ^^^  Athenians  had 
VV  delivered  themfelves  from 
the  tyranny  of  Pififlratus,  iind  after 
this  had  defeated  the  vaft  efforts  of 
thePeriians,  ardthatagainft  twofuc- 
ceffive  invaders,  Darius  and  Xerxes, 
■they  may  be  confidered  as  at  the 
fuinmit  of  their  national  glory. 
For  more  than  half  a  century  after- 


wards thsy  maintained,  without  can- 
troul,  the  fovereignty  of  Greece. 

"  As  theirtafte  was  naturally  good, 
arts  of  every  kind  foon  rofe  among 
them,  and  flout i(hed.  Valour  had 
given  them  reputation  ;  reputation 
gave  them  an  afcendant ;  and  that 
afcendant  produced  a  fecurity,  which 
left  their  minds  at  eafe,  and  gave 

the!!? 


HISTORICAL  ACCOUNT  OF  ATHENS,  &c.   [147] 


diem  leifure  to  cultivate  every  thing 
liberal,  or  elegant. 

"  ' Twas  then  that  Pericles  adorned 
the  city  with  temples,  theatres,  and 
other  beautiful  public  buildings. 
Phidias,  the  great  fculptor,  was 
employed  as  his  archiretl,  who, 
when  he  had  erected  edifices, 
adorned  them  hinifelf,  and  added 
flatues  and  balTo-rclievo's,  the  ad- 
miration of  every  beholder.  'Twas 
then  that  Polignotus  and  Myro 
painted  ;  that  Sophocles  and  Euri- 
pides wrote ;  and  not  long  after, 
that  they  (aw  the  divine  Socrates. 

*'  Human  affairs  are,  by  nature, 
prone  to  change  ;  and  flatcs,  as  well 
as  individuals,  are  born  to  decay. 
Jealoufy  and  ambition  infeniibly  fo- 
mented wars,  and  fuccefs  in  thefe 
wars,  as  in  others,  was  often  va- 
rious. The  military  flrength  of  the 
Athenians  was  lirft  impaired  by  the 
Lacedaemonians ;  after  that,  it  was 
again  humiliated,  under  Epaminon- 
das,  by  the  Thebans  ;  and  lall  of 
all  it  was  wholly  cruflied  by  the 
Macedonian,  Philip. 

"  But  though  their  political  fove- 
reignty  was  lofr,  yet,  happily  for 
mankind,  their  love  of  literature  and 
arts  did  not  fink  along  with  it, 

"  Juft  at  the  clofe  of  their  golden 
days  of  empire  flouriflied  Xenophon 
and  Plato,  the  difciple.s  of  Socrates, 
and  from  Plato  deicended  that  race 
of  philofophers,  called  the  Old  Aca- 
demy. 

"  Aridotle,  who  was  Plato's  dif- 
ciple,  m.av  be  faid,  not  to  have  in- 
vented a  new  philofophy,  but  rather 
to  have  tempered  the  fublime,  and 
rapturous  myfterics  of  his  mailer 
with  method,  order,  and  a  ftricler 
mode  of  re-ifoning. 

"  Zenc,  who  was  himfclf  alfo 
educated  in  the  principles  of  Plato- 
nifm,  only  differed  from  Plato  in 
the  comparative  eftimate  of  things, 


allowing  nothing  to  be  intrinfically 
good  but  virtue,  nothing  intrinfi- 
cally bad  but  vice,  and  confidering 
all  other  things  to  be  in  themfelves 
indifferent. 

"  He  too  and  Ariftotle  accurat(;ly 
cultivated  logic,  but  in  different 
ways ;  for  Ariftotle  chiefly  dwelt 
upon  the  fmiple  lyllogifm  ;  Zeno 
upon  that  which  is  derived  out  of 
it,  the  compound  or  hypothetic. 
Both  too,  as  well  as  other  philofo- 
phers, cultivated  rhetoric  along  with 
logic  ;  holding  a  knowledge  in  both 
to  be  requifite  for  thofe,  who  think 
of  addreffing  mankind  with  all  the 
efficacy  of  perfuafion.  Zeno  ele- 
gantly illuflrated  the  force  of  thefe 
two  powers  by  a  fimile,  taken  from 
the  hand  :  the  clofe  power  of  logic 
he  compared  to  the  fill,  or  hand 
compreft;  the  diftufe  power  of  lo- 
gic, to  the  palm,  or  hand  open. 

"  I  fliall  mention  but  two  fecfs 
more,  the  New  Academy,  and  the 
Epicurean. 

"  The  New  Academy,  fo  called 
from  the  Old  Academy  (the  name 
given  to  the  fchool  of  Plato)  was 
founded  by  Arceiilas,  and  ably 
maintained  by  Carneades.  From 
a  milfaken  imitation  of  the  great  pa- 
rent of  philofophy,  Socrates,  (par- 
ticularly as  he  appears  in  the  dia- 
logues of  Plato)  becaufe  Socrates 
doubted  fome  things,  therefore  Ar- 
cefilas  and  Carneades  doubted  all. 

''  Epicurus  drew  from  another 
fource  ;  Dcmocritus  had  taught  him 
atoms  and  a  void  :  by  the  fortuitous 
concourfe  of  atoms  he  fancied  he 
could  form  a  world,  while  by  a 
feigned  veneration  he  complimented 
away  his  i^odsf  and  totally  denied 
their  providential  care,  left  the  trou- 
ble of  it  fl^ould  impair  their  unin- 
terrupted flate  of  blifs.  Virtue  he 
recomm.ended,  though  not  for  the 
fake  of  virtue,  but  pkafure ;  plea- 

J^  2  fur^, 
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fure,  according  to  him,  being  our 
chief  and  fovereign  good.  It  rauft 
be  confeft  however,  that,  though 
his  principles  were  erroneous  and 
even  bud,  never  was  a  man  more 
temperate  and  humane  ;  never  was 
a  tnan  more  beloved  by  his  triends, 
or  more  cordiidly  attached  to  them 
in  afictlionitte  efteem. 

"  We  have  already  mentioned 
the  alliance  bet-.vcen  philolophy  and 
rhetoric.  This  cannot  be  thought 
wonderful,  if  rhetoric  be  the  art, 
by  which  men  are  perfuaded,  and 
if  men  cannot  be  perfuaded,  with- 
out a  knowledge  of  human  nature  : 
for  what,  but  philofophy,  can  pro- 
cure us  this  knowledge  ? 

"  'Twas  for  this  reafon  the  able  (I 
Greek  philofophers  not  only  taught 
(as  we  hinted  before)  but  wrote  alfo 
treatifes  upon  rhetoric.  They  had 
a  farther  inducement,  and  that  was 
the  intrinfic  beauty  of  their  lan- 
guage, as  it  was  then  fpokcn  among 
the  learned  and  polite.  They  would 
have  been  afiiamed  to  have  delivered 
philofophy,  as  it  has  been  too  often 
delivered  fince,  in  compofirions  as 
clumfv,  as  the  common  diale(5l  of 
the  mere  vulgar. 

"  The  fame  love  of  elegance, 
which  made  them  attend  to  their 
ftile,  made  them  attend  even  to  the 
places,  where  their  philofophy  was 
taught. 

■  '*  Plato  delivered  his  lectures  in 
a  place  fliaded  with  groves,  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  llifTus  ;  and 
which,  as  it  once  belonged  to  a 
perfon  called  Academus,  was  called, 
after  his  name,  the  Academy.  Ari- 
Ilotle  chofe  another  fpot  of  a  fimllar 
charafter,  where  there  were  trees 
and  (liade  ;  a  fpot  called  the  Ly- 
casum.  Zcno  taught  in  a  portico  or 
colonade,  diliiuguilhcd  from  other 
buildings  of  that  fort  (of  which  the 
Athenians  had  many)  by  the  name 


of  the  Variegated  Portico,  the  walls 
being  decorated  with  various  paint- 
ings of  Polygnotus  and  Myro,  two 
capital  mafters  of  that  tranfcenderit 
period.  Epicurus  addrelfed  his 
hearers  in  thofe  well  known  gar- 
dens, called,  after  his  own  name. 
The  Gardens  ot  Epicurus. 

"  iiome  of  thefe  places,  gave 
names  to  the  dodtrines,  which  were 
taught  there.  Plato's  philofophy 
took  its  name  of  Academic  from 
the  Academy ;  that  of  Zeno  was 
called  the  Stoic,  from  a  Greek  word, 
fignifying  a  portico. 

"  The  fyrtcm  indeed  of  Ariftotle 
was  not  denominated  from  the  place, 
but  was  called  Peripatetic,  from  the 
manner  in  which  he  tUught ;  from 
his  walking  about,  at  the  time, 
when  he  diifencd.  The  term  Epi- 
curean philofophy  needs  no  expla- 
nation. 

"  Open  air,  fliade,  water,  and 
pleafant  walks  feem  above  all  things 
to  favour  that  exercife,  the  bell 
fuited  to  contemplation,  I  mean 
gentle  walking  without  inducing 
tatigue.  The  many  agreeable  walks 
in  and  about  Oxford  may  teach  my 
own  countr}  men  the  truth  of  this 
affertion,  and  bet.l  explain  how 
Horace  lived,  while  a  itudent  at 
Athens,  employed  (as  he  tells  us) 
— inter  Jllv as  Acaclemi  i]u<erere  venan, 
"  Thefe  places  of  public  inftitu- 
tion  were  called  among  the  Greeks 
by  the  name  of  Gynmafia,  in  which, 
whatever  that  word  might  have  ori- 
ginally meant,  were  taught  all  thofe 
excrcifes,  and  all  thofe  arts,  which 
tended  to  cultivate  not  only  the 
body,  but  the  mind.  As  man  was 
a  being  conufting  of  both,  the 
Greeks  could  not  confider  that  edu- 
cation as  complete,  in  which  both 
were  not  regarded,  and  both  pro- 
perly formed.  Hence  their  Gym- 
nafia,  with  reference  to  this  double 

end, 
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end,  were  adorned  with  two  ftatues, 
thofe  of  Mercury  and  of  Hercules, 
the  corporeal  accompiilhments  beiiij^ 
patronized  (as  they  fuppofed)  by 
the  god  of  llrength,  the  mental  ac- 
complifliments  by  the  god  of  inge- 
nuity. 

*'  'Tis  to  be  feared,  that  many 
places,  now  called  academies, fcatcely 
delervethe  name  upon  this  extenfive 
plan,  if  the  profelTors  teach  no 
more,  than  how  to  dance,  lencc, 
and  ride  upon  horfcs. 

"  'Twac  for  the  cultivation  of 
every  liberal  accompliflnnent  that 
Athens  was  celebrated  (as  we  have 
laid)  during  many  centuries,  long 
after  her  political  infl  lence  was  loft, 
and  at  an  cad. 

"  When  Alexander  the  Great 
died,  many  tyrants,  like  miny 
hydms,  immediately  fprang  up. 
Athens  then,  though  flie  ftill  main- 
tained the  form  of  her  antient  go- 
vernment, was  perpetually  checked 
and  humiliated  by  their  infelence. 
Antipater  deliroyed  her  orators, 
and  ihe  was  facked  by  Demetrius. 
At  length  (lie  became  fubject  ro  the 
all-powerful  Romans,  and  found  the 
cruel  Sylla  her  fevereft  enemy. 

"  His  face  (which  perhaps  indi- 
cated his  manners)  was  of  a  purple 
red,  intermixed  with  white.  This 
circumflance  could  not  efcape  the 
witty  Athenians  :  they  defcribed 
him  in  a  verfe,  and  ridiculouflv 
faid, 

Sylla  s  face  is    a  mulberry    ffrifiklcd 
ivith  meal. 

"  The  devaluations  and  cnrnape, 
which  he  caufed  foon  after,  gave 
them  too  much  reafon  to  repent 
their  farcafm. 

•'  The  civil  war  between  Ccefar 
and  Pompey  foon  followed,  and 
their  natural  love  of  liberty  made 
them  fide  with  Pompey.  Here 
again   they  were  unfortunate,    for 


Csefi^r  conquered.  Rut  Casfar  did 
not  treat  them  like  Sylla.  With 
that  clemency,  which  made  fo  ami- 
able a  part  of  his  charader,  he  dif- 
milVed  them  by  a  fine  alluhon  to 
th>Hr  illuftrious  ancellors,  faying, 
that  he  (pared  the  living  for  the 
fake  of  the  dead. 

"  Another  I'lorm  followed  foon 
after  this,  the  \^ars  of  Brvitus  and 
Caflius  with  Auguilus  and  Antony. 
Their  partiality  for  liberty  did  not 
here  turfake  them  :  they  took  part 
in  the  conteil  with  the  two  patriot 
Romans,  and  eiecfed  their  llatues 
near  their  own  antient  deliverers, 
liarmodius  and  Arillngiton,  who 
had  lliin  Hipparchus.  But  they 
were  fiill  unhappy,  for  their  ene- 
mies triumphed. 

"  They  made  their  peace  how- 
ever with  Augultus,  and  having  met 
afterwards  v.'ith  different  featinent 
under  different  empenrs,  fometimes 
favourable,  Ibme  imes  harfli,  and 
never  more  i'evere  than  imder'  Vef- 
pafian,  their  oppreifions  were  at 
length  relieved  by  the  virtuous 
Ncrva  and  frajin. 

"  Mankind,  during  fhe  interval 
which  began  from  Ncrva,  and 
which  extended  to  the  death  of  that 
bell  of  emperors,  Marcus  Anto- 
ninus, felt  a  refpite  from  thole  evils, 
which  they  had  fo  feverely  felt  be- 
fore, and  which  they  felt  fo  feverely 
revived  under  Conrmodus,  and  his 
wretched  fucceffors. 

"  .Athens,  duringthe  above  golden 
period,  cnj<;yed  more  than  all  other; 
the  general  felicity  ;  for  ihe  found 
in  Adrian  fo  generous  a  benetacfor, 
that  her  citizens  could  hardly  help 
elieeming  him  a  fecond  founder. 
He  reltored  their  old  privileges  ; 
gave  thcin  new  ;  repaired  their  an- 
tient buildings,  and  added  others  of 
his  own.  Marcus  Antoninus,  al- 
though he  did  not  do  fo  much,  ftill 
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continued  to  fliew  them  his  benevo- 
lent attenrijn. 

"  If  from  this  period  we  turn 
our  eyes  back,  we  lliall  find,  tor 
centuries  bel^re,  that  .-Athens  was 
the  place  of  education,  not  only  for 
Greeks,  but  for  Romans.  'Twas 
hither,  that  Horace  was  fent  by  his 
father  ;  'twas  here  that  Cicero  put 
his  f^n  Marcus  under  Cratippus, 
one  of  the  ablell  philofophers  then 
belonging  to  that  city. 

"  The  fetSs  of  philofophers, 
which  we  have  already  defcribed, 
were  ftill  exifting,  when  St.  Paul 
came  thither.  We  cannot  enough 
admire  the  fuperior-  eloquence  ot 
that  apofrie,  in  his  manner  of  ad- 
dreffing  lb  intelligent  an  audience. 
We  cannot  enough  admire  the  fub- 
limity  of  his  Exordium  ;  the  pro- 
priety of  his  mentioning  an  altar, 
which  he  had  found  there  ;  and  his 
quotation  from  Aratus,  one  of  their 
well-known  poets. 

"  Nor  was  Athens  only  cele- 
brated for  the  refidence  of  philofo- 
phers, and  the  inftitution  of  youth  : 
men  of  rank  and  fortune  found 
pleafure  in  a  retreat,  which  contri- 
buted fo  much  to  their  liberal  en- 
joyment. 

"  Viciflitudes  befal  both  men  and 
cities,  and  changes  too  oiten  hap- 
pen from  piofperous  to  advcrfe. 
Such  was  the  ftate  of  Athens  under 
the  fuLceffors  of  Alexander,  and  fo 
on  from  Sylla  down  to  the  time  of 
Auguthis.  it  fnared  the  fame  hard 
fate  with  the  Roman  empire  in  ge- 
neral upon  the  acceffion  of  Com- 
modus. 

"  At  length,  after  a  certain  pe- 
riod,   the  barbarians  of  the  north 


began  to  pour  into  the  fouth.  Rorfie 
was  tak^n  by  Alaric,  and  Athens 
was  befieged  by  the  fame.  Yet 
here  we  are  infurmed  (at  I'eaft  we 
learn  fo  from  hiftory)  that  it  was 
miraculouily  i'aved  by  Minerva  and 
Achilles.  The  goddefs  it  feems 
and  the.  hero  both  ot  them  appeared, 
compelling  the  invader  10  raife  the 
liege. 

"  Synefius,  who  lived  in  the  fifth 
century,  vifited  Athens,  and  gives 
in  his  epiftles  an  account  of  his 
viiit.  Its  luftre  appears  at  that 
time  to  hav«?  been  greatly  dimi- 
nifhed.  Among  other  things  he  in- 
forms us,  that  the  celebrated  por- 
tico or  colonade,  the  Greek  name 
of  which  gave  name  to  the  fed  of 
floics,  had  by  an  oppreflive  procon- 
ful  been  defpoiled  of  its  fine  pic- 
tures ;  and  that,  on  this  devafta- 
tion,  it  had  been  forfaken  by  thofe 
philofophers. 

"  in  the  thirteenth  century, 
when  the  Grecian  empire  was  cru- 
elly opprefled  by  the  Crufaders,  and 
all  things  in  confufion,  Athens  was 
befieged  by  one  Segurus  Leo,  who 
was  unable  to  take  it ;  and,  after 
that,  by  a  marquis  of  Monti'errat, 
to  whom  it  furrendered. 

"  Its  fortune  after  this  was  va- 
rious ;  and  it  was  fome'.imes  under 
the  Venetians,  fomeiimes  under  the 
Cataloniaps,  till  Mahomer  the  Great 
made  himfelf  mailer  of  Conftanti- 
nople.  This  fatal catallrophe  (which 
happened  near  two  thoufand  years 
after  the  time  of  Pifilljatus)  brought 
Athens  and  with  it  all  Greece  into 
the  hands  of  the  Tutks,  under 
whofe  defpotic  yoke  it  has  conti- 
nued ever  fmce."' 


CON- 


CONJECTURES  concerning  the  DURATION  of  the  LATIN- 
TONGUE  at  CONSrANTINOPLE. 


[From  the  fame  Work.] 


'AVING  mentioned  Latin 
Claffics,  I  beg  leave  to  fubniit 
a  conjedurc  concerning-  the  itatc  and 
duration  of  the  Latin  tongue  at  Con- 
itantinople. 

"  When  Conftantine  founded  this 
imperial  city,  he  not  only  adorned 
it  with  curiolities  from  every  part 
of  ihe  Roman  empire,  but  he  indu- 
ced, by  every  fort  of  encourage- 
ment, many  of  the  firft  families  in 
Italy,  and  a  multitude  more  of  in- 
ferior rank,  to  leave  their  country, 
and  there  fettle  themfelves.  We 
may  therefore  fuppofe,  that  Latin 
was  for  a  long  rime  the  prevailing 
language  of  the  place,  till  in  a  ccurfe 
of  years  it  was  fupplanted  by  Greek, 
the  common  language  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and  the  fafnionable  ac- 
quired language  of  every  polite 
Roman. 

•'  We  are  told,  that  foon  after  the 
end  of  the  fixth  century  Latin  ceaf- 
cd  to  be  fpoken  at  Rome.  Yet  was 
it  in  the  beginning  of  that  century 
that  Juftinian  puhliflied  his  laws  in 
I^atin  at  Conllantinople  ;  and  that 
the  celebrated  Prifcian  in  the  fame 
city  taught  the  principles  of  the 
Latin  grammar. 

'•  If  we  defcend  to  a  period  lllll 
later,  (fo  late  indeed  as  to  the  tenth 
and  eleventh  centuries)  we  fliall  find, 
in  the  ceremonial  of  the  Byzantine 
court,  certain  formularies  preferr- 
ed, evidently  connedied  with  this 
fubjeft. 

"  As  often  as  the  emperor  gave  an 
imperial  banquet,  'twas  the  cuflom 
for  fome  of  his  attendants,  at  pecu- 
liar times  during  the  feaft,  to  repeat 
and    chant   the  following   words — 


■■o;.      As'yj  oi/.n]7rorivg  ■cpErfS —  Hv   yccv 
Oiui  'TTpavaenri ,    £:^oj/.r:vi, 

"  It  may  poHibly  for  a  moment 
furprife  a  learned  reader,  when  Jie 
hears  thkt  the  me.ining  of  this  Ih'ange 
jargon  is — May  Uod  prefcwe  your 
Empire'—  Live,  imperial  Lords,  for 
?nany years ;  G  od  Almighty  fo  grant  — - 
Line,   my  Lords,   in  joy. 

"  But  his  doubts  will  foon  vanifli, 
when  he  finds  this  jargon  to  be  La- 
tin, and  comes  to  read  it  exhibited 
according  to  a  Latin  alphabet  — 

"  CONSERVET  DEV5  IMPERIVM 
VESTR  VM— VlViTE,,  DOMIXI  IM- 
PERATORES.  i\  MVLJOSANNOS; 
DEVS  OMNI  I'O  I  ENS  PRAESTET« — 
IN  GAVDlO  PRANUETE,  DOMI- 
NI. 

"  Tis  evident  from  thefe  in  fian- 
ces, that  traces  of  Lai  in  were  ftill  re- 
maining at  Conlrantinople,  during 
thofe  centuries.  '  rwill  be  then  per- 
haps lefs  wonderful,  if  Planudes 
upon  the  fame  fpot  fnould,  in  the 
fourteenth  century,  appear  to  have 
underilood  it.  W'e  may  fuppofe, 
that  by  degrees  it  changed  from  a 
common  language  to  a  learned  one, 
and  that,  being  thus  confined  to  the 
learned  fevv%  its  valuable  works  were 
by  their  labours  again  inade  known, 
and  diffufed  among  their  countrymen 
in  Greek  tranllations. 

"  'i  his  too  will  make  it  probable, 
that  even  to  the  loweir  age  of  the 
Greek  empire  their  great  libraries 
contained  many  valuable  Latin  ma- 
nufcripts  ;  perhaps  had  entire  copies 
of  Cicero,  of  Livy,  of  Tacitus,  and 
many  others.  Where  elfe  did  Pla- 
nudes,  when  he  tranflated,  find  his 
originals?" 

A"  4.  SHORT 


[ 


] 


Short  VIEW  of  ARABIAN  LITERATURE. 
[From  the  fame  Work.] 


"  ""  I  ^  ^  ^  Arabians  began  HI. 
2.  f  he  fentiment  of  their  ca- 
liph Omar,  when  he  coiTmianded 
the  Alexandrian  library  to  be  buint 
was  natural  to  any  bigot,  when  in  the 
plenitude  ot  defpotifm.  But  they 
grew  more  rational,  as  they  grew 
lefs  bigotted,  and  by  degrees  began 
to  think,  that  fcience  was  worth 
cultivating.  They  may  be  faid  in- 
deed to  have  recurred  to  their  an- 
cient charailer  ;  that  charafter, 
which  they  did  not  reft  upon  brutal 
force  alone,  but  which  they  boafted 
to  imply  three  capital  things, 
Hofpitality,  Valour,  and  Elo- 
quence, 

"  When  fuccefs  in  arms  has  de- 
feated rivals,  and  empire  becomes 
not  only  extended  but  eitabliihed, 
then  is  it  that  nations  begin  to  think 
of  letters,  and  to  cultivate  phllo- 
fophy,  and  liberal  fpeculation.  This 
happened  to  the  Athenians,  after 
they  had  triumphed  over  the  Per- 
lians  ;  to  the  Romans,  after  they 
triumphed  over  Carthage  ;  and  to 
the  Arabians,  after  the  Caliphate 
was  eftabliflied  at  Bagdad. 

'♦  And  here  perhaps  it  may  not 
be  improper  to  oblerve,  that  after 
the  four  fiift  caliphs,  cime  the  race 
of  the  Ommiadae.  Thefe  about 
thirty  years  after  Mahomet,  upon 
the  deihuftion  of  AH,  ufurped  the 
fovereignty,  and  held  it  ninety  years. 
They  wereconlidered  by  the  Arabic 
hiftorians  as  a  race  of  tyrants,  and 
were  in  number  fourteen.  Having 
made  themfelves  by  their  oppredions 
to  be  much  detefted,  the  laft  of 
them,  Merwin,  was  depofed  by  Al 
Suftah,  Irom  whom  began  another 
race,  the  race  of  Abbaffids,  who 
claimed  to  be  related   in  blood  to 


Mahomet,  by  defcending  from  his 
uncle,  Abbas. 

"  As  many  of  thefe  were  far  fupc- 
rior  in  character  to  their  predecelTors, 
fo  their  dominion  was  of  much  lon- 
ger duration,  lafting  for  more  than 
five  centuries. 

"  The  former  part  of  this  period 
may  be  called  the  sra  of  the  gran- 
deur, and  magnificence  of  the  ca- 
liphate. 

"  Almanzur,  who  was  among 
the  firtl  of  them,  removed  the  im- 
perial feat  from  Damafcus  to  Bag- 
dad, a  city  which  he  himfelf  found- 
ed upon  the  banks  of  the  Tigris,  and 
which  foon  after  became  one  of  the 
moft  fplendid  cities  throughout  the 
Eaft.   ^  ^ 

*'  Almanzur  was  not  only  a  great 
conqueror,  but  a  lover  of  letters 
and  learned  men.  'Twas  under  him 
that  Arabian  literature,  which  had 
been  at  firft  chiefly  confined  to  medi- 
cine and  a  icw  other  branches,  was 
extended  to  fciences  of  every  de- 
nomination. 

"  His  grandfon  Almamun  (who 
reigned  about  fifty  years  after)  giv- 
ing a  full  i'cope  to  his  love  ot  learn- 
ing, fent  to  the  Greek  emperors  for 
copies  of  their  beft  books  ;  employ-- 
ed  the  ableil  fcholars,  tshat  could 
be  found,  to  tranl'late  them  ;  and, 
when  tranflated,  encouraged  men  of 
genius  in  their  perufal,  talcing  a 
pleafure  in  being  prefent  at  literary 
converfations.  Then  was  it  that 
learned  men,  in  the  lofty  language 
of  Eaftern  eloquence,  were  called 
Luminaries.,  that  diff,el  darkncfs  ; 
Lords  of  humc{n  kind',  ofnvhotn^  ivheft 
the  ^Morld  become!,  dejiitutcy  it  becomes 
barbarous  midfai'age. 

♦'  The  rapid  victories  of  thefe 
Eafleri; 
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Eaftern  conquerors  foon  carried  their 
empire  tVom  Aiia  even  into  the  re- 
mote recrions  of  Spain.  Letters  fol- 
lovied  ihcm,  as  they  went,  Plato, 
Arilhv./^,  and  their  beft  Greek  com- 
mentators were  foon  tranflated  into 
Arabic;  fowere  Euclid,  ArcHimcdcs, 
ApoUonious,  Diophantus,  and  the 
other  Greek  mathematicians  ;  fo 
Hippocrates,  Galen,  and  the  beft 
profeffors  of  medicine  ;  fo  Ptolemy, 
and  the  noted  writers  on  the  fubject 
of  aftronomy.  The  ftudy  of  thefe 
Greeks  produced  others  like  them  ; 
produced  others,  who  not  only  ex- 
plained them  in  Arabic  comments, 
but  compofed  themfelves  original 
pieces  upon  the  fame  principles. 


"  Averroes  was  celebrated  for  his 
philofophy  in  Spain;  Alpharabiand 
Avicenna  were  equally  admired 
through  Afia.  Science  (to  fpeak  a 
little  in  theti-  own  llile)  may  be  faid 
to  have  extended  a  Gadibus  ufipce 
Auroraju  ct  i'angrm, 

"  Nor,  in  this  immenfe  multi- 
tude, did  they  want  hillorians,  fome 
of  which,  (fuch  as  Abulfeda,  Abul- 
pharagius,  Bohadin,  and  others) 
have  been  tranllated,  and  are  pe- 
rufed,  even  in  their  tranflations, 
both  with  pleafure'"  and  profit,  as 
they  give  not  only  the  outlines  of 
amazing  enterprizes,  but  a  fumple 
of  manners,  and  character,  widelj 
different  from  our  own." 


An  ACCOUNT  of  the   ARABIC  MANUSCRIPTS,  belonging 
to  the  EscuRiAL  Library  in  Spain. 


[From  the  fame  V/ork.] 


<« '  I  ^  HIS  account  is  extraifted  from 
\     two  fair  folio  volumes,  to  the 
firft  of  which  volumes  the  title  is 
conceived  in  the  following  words. 

'■'■Bihllothcc^e  Arabico  Hifpana Ejlu- 
ralienjis,  five  Librorum  omnium  MSS. 
quos  Arabic}  ah  auSlovibus  magnam 
partem  Araho-Hifpajiis  compojhos  Bi- 
Uvtheca  Cccnobii  Efcuralienjts  com 
pleclitur,  Rcccufio  et  Explanatlo  : 
Opera  et  Studio  Michaelis  CaJiri^Syro- 
MaronltiC^  Prejbytcr/^  S.  Theologia 
DoBoris^  Regis  a  Biblothccd,  Lin- 
guarumque  Orientalium  l/itcrpreia- 
tinjie  ;  Caroli  III,  Regis  Opt.  Max. 
auHuritate  atquc  aufpiciis  tdita.  Tomus 
Prior.  Matriti.  AnUraias  Pcrc%  de 
Soto  imprimebat  Anno  MDCCLX. 

"  This  catalogue  is  particularly  va- 
I'lable,  becaufe  not  only  each  manu- 
fcript  \i  cnumeriitcdj  btit  its  age  alfo 


and  author  (when  known)  are  given, 
together  with  large  extracls  upon 
occafion,  both  in  the  original  Ara- 
bic, and  in  Latin. 

"  From  thefirlV  volume  it  appears 
that  the  Arabians  cultivated  every 
fpecics  of  philofophy  and  philology, 
as  alfo  (according  to  their  fyftems) 
jurifprudence  and  theology. 

"  They  were  peculiarly  fond  of 
poetry,  and  paid  great  honours  to 
thofe,  whom  they  elleemed  good 
poets.  Their  earliell  writers  were 
of  this  fort,  fome  of  whom  (and  thofe 
much  admired)  flouriilied  many  cen-' 
turies  before  the  time  of  Mahomet. 

"  The  ftudy  oftheir  poets  led  them 
to  the  art  of  criticifm,  whence  we 
find  in  the  above  catalogue,  not  only 
a  multitude  of  poems,  but  many 
works  upon  coropofition,  metre,  &c. 

IVVe 
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"  We  find  in  the  fdine  catalogue 
tranilations  of  Arillotle  and  Plato, 
together  with  their  Lives  ;  as  alfo 
trunflations  of  their  bell  Greek  com- 
mentators, fuch  as  Alexander  Aphro- 
diiienfis,  Philoponus,  and  others. 
We  find  alfo  comments  of  their  own, 
anji  original  pieces,  formed  on  the 
principles  of  the  above  philofophers. 

"  'i'here  too  may  be  found  tranf- 
lations  of  Euclid,  Archimedes,  Apol- 
lonius  Pergsus,  and  other  ancient 
mathematicians,  together  with  their 
Greek  commentators,  and  many 
original  pieces  of  their  own  upon  the 
fame  mathematical  lubjefts.  In  the 
arithmetical  part  they  are  faid  to  fol- 
low Diophantus,  from  whom  they 
learnt  that  algebra,  of  which  they 
are  erroneoufly  thought  to  have  been 
the  inventors. 

"  There wemay  findalfo  theworks 
of  Ptolemy  tranflated,  and  many 
original  treatiies  of  their  own  upon 
the  fubjefi:  of  aftronomy. 

"  It  appears  too,  that  they  ftudied 
with  care  the  important  fubjeff  of 
agriculture.  One  large  work  in  par- 
ticular is  mentioned,  compofed  by  a 
Spanifli  Arabian,  where  every  mode 
of  culture,  and  every  fpecies  of  ve- 
getable is  treated ;  pallure,  arable, 
trees,  fhrubs,  flowers,  &c.  By  this 
work  may  be  perceived  (as  the  edi- 
tor well  obferves)  how  much  better 
Spain  was  cultivated  in  thofe  times  ; 
and  that  fome  fpecies  of  vegetables 
were  then  found  there,  which  are 
now  loft. 

"  Here  are  many  traftson  the  va- 
rious parts  of  juriiprudence  ;  fome 
ancient  copies  of  the  Alcofan  ;  in- 
numerable commentaries  on  it ;  to- 
gether with  books  of  prayer,  books 
of  devotion,  fermons,  &c. 

♦'  Among  their  theological  works, 

there  are  fome   upon  the  principles 

of  the  mvftic  divinity  ;  and  among 

their  philofophical,  fome  upon  the 

I 


fubjeft   of    Talifmans,    Divination, 
and  judicial  Aftrology. 

"  The  firft  volume,  of  which  we 
have  been  fpeaking,  is  elegantly 
printed,  and  has  a  learned  preface 
prefixed  by  the  editor,  wherein  he 
relates  what  he  has  done,  together 
with  the  afiiilance  he  has  received, 
as  well  from  the  crown  of  Spain 
and  its  miniilers,  as  from  learned 
men. 

"  He  mentions  a  fatal  fire,  which 
happened  at  the  Efcurial,  in  the 
year  1670  ;  when  above  three  thou- 
fand  of  thefe  valuable  manufcripts 
were  deitroyed.  He  has  in  this  vo- 
lume given  an  account  of  about 
fourteen  hundred. 

"  The  fecond  volume  of  this  valu- 
able work,  which  bears  the  fame 
title  with  the  firrt,  was  publiflied  at 
Madrid,  ten  years  after  it,  in  the 
year  1770. 

"  It  contains  chiefly  the  Arabian 
chronologers,  travellers,  and  hillo- 
rians  ;  and,  though  national  partis 
ality  may  be  fometimes  fufpetted, 
yet,  as  thefe  are  accounts  given  by 
the  Spanifh  Arabians  themfelves, 
there  are  many  incidents  preferved, 
which  other  writers  could  not  know ; 
incidents  refpedling  not  only  the 
fucceffions,  and  the  charafters  of 
the  Arabic -Spanifli  princes,  but  the 
country  and  its  productions,  toge- 
ther with  the  manners,  and  the  li- 
terature of  its  then  inhabitants. 

"  Nor  are  the  incidents  in  thefe 
volumes  confined  to  Spain  only. 
Many  of  them  relate  to  other  coun- 
tries, fuch  as  the  growth  of  fugar 
in  Egypt ;  the  invention  of  paper 
there  (of  which  material  there  are 
manufcripts  in  the  Efcurial  library 
of  the  year  1 1 80)  ;  the  ufe  of  gun- 
powder, carried  not  only  to  the  be- 
gining  of  the  fourteenth  century, 
but  even  fo  far  back  (if  we  can  be- 
lieve it)   as  to  the  feventh  century  ; 

the 
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tlie  dcfcription  of  Mecca  ;  the  an- 
tiquity of  the  Arabic  language, 
and  the  praftice  of  their  moii  anci- 
ent authors,  to  write  in  verfe  ;  their 
year,  months,  weeks,  and  method 
of  computation  ;  their  love  for 
poetry,  and  rhetoric,  &c. 

*'  Great  heroes  are  recorded  to  have 
flourifhed  amor»y  them,  fuch  as  Ab- 
delrahmans,  and  Abi  Amer  Almoa- 
pheri. 

"  Abdelrahmans  lived  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  tenth  century,  and 
Abi  Amer  Almoapheri  at  its  latter 
end.  The  firf},  having  fubdued 
innumerable  faftions  and  feditions, 
reigned  at  Corduba  with  reputation 
for  fifty  years,  famed  for  his  love  of 
letters,  and  his  upright  adminlftra- 
tion  of  juftice.  The  fecond,  un- 
dertaking the  tuition  of  a  young 
prince  (who  was  a  minor,  named 
Hefcham)  and  having  veftored  peace 
to  a  turbid  kingdom,  turned  his 
arms  fo  fuccef''fully  againft  its  nu- 
merous invaders,  that  he  acquired 
the  honourable  name  of  Almanzor, 
that  is,  the  defender.  (See  vol.  2d 
of  this  catalogue,  pages  37,  49,  50.) 

"  Arabian  Spain  had  too  its  men  of 
letters,  and  thofe  in  great  numbers ; 
fonie,  whofe  fame  was  fo  extenlive, 
that  even  Chriftians  came  to  hear 
fhem  from  remote  regions  of  Eu- 
rope. 

*'  Public  libraries  (not  lefs  than 
feventy)  were  eftablifned  through 
the  country  ;  and  noble  benefafti- 
ons  they  were  to  the  caufe  of  let- 
ters, at  a  time  when  books,  by  being 
manufcripts,  were  fo  coftly  an  arti- 
cle, that  few  fcholars  were  equal  to 
the  oxpence  of  a  coUetllon. 

"  To  the  fubjects,  already  treated, 
were  added  the  lives  of  their  famous 
women  ;  that  is,  of  women  who  had 
been  famous  for  their  literature  and 
i^enius. 


"  'Tis  fomewhatllrange,  when  we 
read  thefe  accounts,  to  hear  it  af- 
ferted,  that  the  religion  of  thefs 
people  was  hoilileto  literature,  and 
this  aifertion  founded  on  no  better 
reaibn,  than  that  the  Turks,  their 
fuccefTors,  by  being  barbarous  and 
ignorant,  had  little  value  for  ac- 
complifliments,  of  which  they  knew 
nothing. 

"  Thefe  Spanifli  Arabians  alfo, 
like  their  anceltors  in  the  Eaft,  were 
great  horfemen,  and  particularly 
fond  of  horfes.  Accounts  are  pre- 
ferved  both  of  horfes  and  camels  ; 
ah^o  of  their  coin  ;  of  the  two  races 
of  Caliphs,  the  Ommiadoe,  and 
the  Abballids; ;  of  the  firft  con- 
queror of  Spain,  and  the  conditions 
of  toleration  granted  to  the  Chrifti- 
ans, whom  he  had  conquered. 

"It  farther  appears  from  thefe 
Arabic  works,  that  not  only  fugar, 
but  filk  was  known  and  cultivated 
in  Spain.  We  read  a  beautiful  dc- 
fcription of  Grenada,  and  its  envi- 
rons ;  as  alfo  epitaphs  of  different 
kinds ;  fome  of  them  approachin"- 
to  Attic  elegance. 

"  When  thatpleafinglicpior  coffee 
was  firft  introduced  among  them,  a 
Icruple  arofe  among  the  devout 
(perhaps  from  feeling  its  exhilira- 
ting  quality),  whether  it  was  not 
forbidden  by  the  Alcoran,  under 
the  article  of  wine.  A  council  of 
Mahometan  divines  was  held  upon 
the  occaiion,  and  the  council  luckily 
decreed  for  the  legality  of  its  ufe. 
(See  vol.  2d  of  this  catalogue,   p^ 

17^'    '730 

"  The  conceffions  made  b}^  the 
Arabian  conqueror  of  Spain  to  the 
Gothic  prince,  whom  he  fubdued, 
is  a  ftriking  pifture  of  his  lenity  and 
toleration.  He  neither  depofed  the 
Gothic  prince,   nor   plundered   his 

people, 
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people,  but,  on  payment  of  a  mo- 
derate tribute,  {tipulated  not  to  de- 
prive them  either  of  their  lives  or 
property,  and  gave  them  alfo  their 
churches,  and  a  toleration  for  their 
religion.  See  this  curious  treaty, 
which  was  made  about  the  year  712 
of  the  Chriliian  ssra,  in  the  fecond 
vol.  of  this  catalogue,   p.  106. 

"  When  the  pofterity  of  thefe  con- 
t[uerors  came  in  their  turn  to  be 
conquered,  (an  event,  which  hap- 
pened many  centuries  afterward) 
they  did  not  experience  that  indul- 
gence, which  had  been  granted  by 
their  forefathers. 

"  The  conquered  Moors  (as  they 
were  then  called)  were  expelled  by 
thoufands  ;  or,  if  they  ventured  to 
ftay,  were  expofed  to  the  carnage 
of  a  mercilefs  inquihtion  — 

pucri^  iniiuptd'quc puelhe^ 


Impojifique  root's  juvenes  ante  or  a  pa- 
re n  turn. 

"  It  appears  that  many  of  thele 
Arabic-Spanifli  princes  were  men  of 
amiable  manners,  and  great  encou- 
ragers  both  of  arts  and  letters,  while 
others,  on  the  contrary,  were  ty- 
rannic, cruel,    and  fanguinary. 

*'  There  were  ufually  many  king- 
doms exilling  at  the  fame  time,  and 
thefe  on  every  occalion  embroiled 
one  with  another  ;  not  to  mention 
much  internal  feditiou  in  each  par- 
ticular flate. 

"  Like  their  Ealtern  anceflors, 
they  appear  not  to  have  fliMred  the 
fmalleft  fentiment  of  civil  l-.berty ; 
the  difference  as  to  good  and  bad 
government  feemiep;  to  have  been 
wholly  derived,  according  tc  them, 
from  the  worth  or  praviry  of  tli^ 
prince,  who  governed.  ' 


OBSERVATIONS   concerning  the  ANCIENT  STATE  of  the 
ISLE  of  WIGHT,  and  whether  the  Tin  Trade  was  formerly 
carried  on  from  that  Ifland. 
[  From  Sir  Richard  Worsley's  Hiflory  of  the  Isle  of  Wight.  ] 

particulars  from  it.  Thefe  men, 
fays  he,  meaning  the  tinners,  manu- 
fadure  their  tin,  by  working  the 
grounds  which  produce  it  with  great 
art  ;  for  though  the  land  is  rocky, 
it  has  foft  veins  of  earth  running 
through  it,  in  which  the  tinners 
find  the  treafure,  extraft,  melt,  and 
purify  it ;  then  fhaping  it  by  moulds 
into  a  kind  of  cubical  figure,  they 
carry  it  off  to  a  certain  iiland  lying 
near  the  Britifli  fhore,  which  they 
call  I£lis.  For  at  the  recefs  of  the 
tide,  the  fpace  betwixt  the  ifland 
and  the  main  land  being  dry,  the 
tinners  embrace  the  opportunity, 
and  carry  the  tin  in  carts,  as  fall  as 
may  be, 'over  to  the  I6tis  or  port  ; 
for  it  mull  be  obferved,  that  the 
illauds  which  lie  betwixt  the  conti- 
nent 


i'nr^HE  TleofWightisjby  many 
X  writers,  faid  to  have  for- 
merly been  a  portion  of  the  main 
land,  gradually  disjoined  by  the  en- 
croachments of  the  fea  ;  a  notion 
probably  taken  from  Diodorus  Si- 
culus,  who  mentions  a  peninfula 
which  he  calls  Vei51is,  as  the  mart 
to  which  the  Cornifli  merchants  ufed 
to  bring  their  tin  in  carts.  But  the 
diflance,  with  many  other  circum- 
flances,  have  caufcd  it  to  be  doubt- 
ed by  fome,  whether  he  really  meant 
this  iiland.  The  ingenious  Mr. 
Borlafe  is  of  this  number,  and  makes 
life  of  the  following  argument: 
*'  The  fliort  dcfcription  which  we 
have  of  the  tin  trade  in  Diodorus 
Siculus  mult  not  be  omitted,  though 
it  is  too  general  for  us  to  Icara  many 
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neiit  and  Britain,  have  this  fingu- 
kriry,  that  when  the  tide  is  tviU 
they  are  real  illands,  but  when  the 
lea  retires  they  are  all  but  fo  many 
peninlulas.  From  this  illand  the 
merchants  buy  the  tin  oi  the  natives, 
and  export  it  into  Gaul,  and  finally, 
through  Gaul,  by  a  journey  of 
about  thirty  days,  they  bring  it 
down  on  horfes  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Erydanus,  meaning  the  Rhone.  In 
this  defcription  it  will  naturally  oc- 
cur to  the  inquilitive  reader  to  afk 
where  this  Icilis  was,  to  which  the 
Cornifli  carried  their  incited  tin  in 
carts,  and  there  fold  it  to  the  mer- 
chants. I  really  cannot  inform  him; 
but  by  the  Idis  here,  it  is  plain  that 
the  hiftorlan  could  not  mean  the 
Ittis  or  VccVis  of  the  antients,  at 
prefer.t  called  the  ifle  of  Wight :  for 
be  is  fpeaking  of  the  Britons  of 
Cornwall,  and,  by  the  words,  it 
fliould  feem  thole  of  the  moil:  wef- 

tern  parts.;  T');;  »a^  B.ila.ny.>>i;  y.xia.  TO 
ay.^ul-^fov  TO   y.aXaf/^evou  Beas^iov  oi   fjiccloi- 

Xyylsf,      &:C.         Otlot     TOV    X.0(T<7i\ipV   XCiTU- 

ffv.fjaX^B'j\  (pi7^'2ty.ycx.c,  &c.  that  is,  thofe 
who  live  at  the  extreme  end  of 
Britain,  called  Beleriura,  find,  drefs, 
melt,  carry,  and  fell  their  tin,  &:c. 
Now  it  would  be  abfurd  ta  think 
thefe  inhabitants  (hould  carry  in 
carts  their  tin  nearly  tw"o  hundred 
miles,  for  fo  diftant  is  the  lile  of 
Wight  from  them,  when  they  had 
at  leaft  as  good  ports  and  harbours 
on  th'.ir  own  fliores  as  they  could 
ireet  with  there  ;  befides,  the  inha- 
bitants arc  faid  in  the  fame  para- 
graph, to  have  been  more  than  or- 
dinarily civilized  by  converfing  with 
grangers  and  merchants.  Thofe 
merchants  then  muft  have  been 
very  converfant  in  Cornwall;  there 
trafficked  for  tin,  that  is,  there 
boui^ht  and  thence  exported  the  tin, 
or  they  could  have  no  bufmeis 
there :    their  refidence  would    have 


been  in  fome  of  the  ports  of  Hamp- 
fliire,  and  Cornwall  would  fcarcely 
have  felt  the  influence  of  their  man- 
ners, much  lefs  have  been  improved 
and  civilized  by  then.i  at  that  dift- 
ance.  Again,  the  Cornidi,  after 
the  tin  was  melted,  carried  it  at  low 
water  over  the  Ictis  in  carts  ;  this 
will  by  no  means  fuit  the  fituation 
of  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  which  is  at 
leall:  two  miles  diftant  from  the  main 
land  ;  and  never,  fo  far  as  we  can 
learn,  has  been  alternately  an  ifland 
and  a  peninfula,  as  the  tide  is  in 
and  out.  The  I61is,  therefore,  here 
mentioned  muft  lie  fomewhere  near 
the  coaft  of  Cornwall  ;  and  muft 
either  have  been  a  general  name 
for  any  peninfula  or  creek  {li  being 
a  common  Cornilh  v/ord,  denoting 
a  cove,  creek,  or  port  of  trafHck), 
or  the  name  of  fome  particular  pe- 
ninfula and  common  emporium  on 
the  fame  coaft,  which  has  now  loll  its 
illhmus,  name,  and  perhaps  wholly 
difappeared,  by  means  of  fome  great 
alterations  on  the  fea  fliore  of  this 
country."  Borlafe's  Nat.  Hift.  of 
Cornwall,  §  i6,  p.  i6. 

"  With  great  deference  to  fo  high 
authority  as  Mr.  Borlafe,  what  an- 
other verj'  ingenious  author  has  faid 
upon  the  fubje£t  maybe  given,without 
undertaking  to  decide  upon  a  quef- 
tion  of  fo  great  uncertainty.  Mr. 
Whitaker,  in  his  Hillory  of  Man- 
cheller,  after  mentioning  that  the 
Phoenicians  had  continued  the  tin 
trade  to  the  coafls  of  Sciliy  for  near 
three  hundred  years,  fays,  "  The 
Greeks  of  Marfcilles  firil  fuilovved 
thf^  track  of  the  Phcenician  voyag. 
ers,  and  before  the  days  of  Polybius, 
and  about  two  hundred  years  before 
the  age  of  Chrift,  began  to  fliare 
with  them  in  the  trade  of  tin.  The 
Carthaginian  commerce  declined. 
The  Mafl\  lian  comm.ercc  Increafed. 
x'\nd   in  the  reign  of  Aui^ufui.'^  the 

who  I? 
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^vhole  current  of  the  Bntifli  traffic 
had  been  graduallv  diverted  into 
this  channel.  Two  roads  were  laid 
acrofs  the  country,  and  reached 
from  Sandwich  to  Carnarvon  on  one 
tide,  and  extended  from  Dorfctfiiire 
into  Suffolk  on  the  other.  The 
great  flaple  of  the  tin  was  no  longer 
fettled  in  a  diftant  corner  oftheilland. 
It  was  removed  from  Scilly,  and  was 
fixed  in  the  iile  of  Wight,  a  central 
part  of  the  coail,  lying  equally  be- 
twixt the  two  roads,  and  better 
adapted  to  the  new  arrangement  of 
the  trade.  Thither  the  tin  was  car- 
ried by  the  Belgce,  and  thither  the 
foreign  merchants  refortcd  with  their 
wares."  He  adds  farther,  "  That 
the  Ifle  of  Wight,  which,  as  late  as 
the  eighth  century,  was  feparated 
from  the  remainder  of  Hampfliire 
by  a  channel  no  lefs  than  three 
miles  in  breadth,  was  now  aftually 
a  part  of  the  greater  ifland,  disjoin- 
ed from  it  only  by  the  tide,  and 
imited  to  it  always  at  the  ebb.  And 
during-  the  recefs  of  the  waters,  the 
Britons  conftantly  pafled  over  the 
low  iilhmus  of  land,  and  carried 
their  loaded  carts  of  tin  acrofs  it." 

"  As  Mr.  Whitaker  produces  au- 
thorities for  what  he  has  advanced, 
the  curious  reader  is  referred  to  his 
work  for  a  more  nice  inveftigation  of 
this  fubjeft.  But  in  fupport  of  the 
fame  opinion,  I  cannot  omit  the  fol- 
lowing remarks  offered  by  a  gentle- 
roan  of  the  ifland  :  he  obferves,  that 
at  each  extremity  of  the  channel 
between  the  ifland  and  Hampfliire, 
the  tide  rufhes  in  and  out  with  fuch 
impetuofity  as  to  render  thefe  parts 
the  deepeft  and  moft  dangerous; 
whereas,  near  the  midway,  where 
the  tides  meet,  though  the  conflitl 
makes  a  rough  water,  according  as 
the  wind  may  afllf^  the  one  or  the 


other,  there  is  no  rapidity  of  cur- 
rent to  carry  away  the  foil  and  deep- 
en the  bottom  ;  accordingly  we  dif- 
cover  a  hard  gravelly  beach  there, 
extending  a  great  w^ay  acrofs  the 
channel,  a  circumftance  not  to  be 
found  in  any  other  part  of  it.  Cor- 
refponding  with  this,  on  the  Hamp- 
fliire fide,  is  a  place  called  Lcapy 
poiTibly  from  the  narrownefs  of  the 
pafs  ;  and  on  the  ifle  of  Wight,  op- 
pofite  this,  is  a  flrait  open  road,  of 
at  leafl:  two  miles  in  length,  called 
Revv-ffreet,  probably  from  the  French 
word  Rue,  to  vv^hich  the  tranflatioa 
of  it  might  afterwards  be  added  : 
this  road,  after  having  crolTed  the 
forefl,  may  be  traced  by  a.n  obferv- 
ant  eye  from  St.  Auftin's  Gate  to 
the  weft  of  Carifbrook  cafcle,  over  a 
field  called  North  Field,  by  Shear, 
and  fo  on  to  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
ifland.  Many  parts  of  this  road  are 
of  little  or  no  ufe  at  this  time,  and 
unlefs  It  was  heretofore  ufed  for  the 
purpofe  of  conveying  tin,  it  is  not 
eafy  to  conjedture  what  purpofe  it 
was  to  anlwer.  \ 

"  One  mcu'e  refpeftable  authority, 
that  the  ftaple  of  tin  was  brought 
into  Hampfhire  mull  be  produced. 

"  That  learned  antiquarian,  Sir 
Robert  Cc/tton,  in  a  little  treatife, 
entitled,  "  The  Manner  and  Means 
how  the  Kings  of  England  have 
from  Time  to  Time  fupported  and 
repaired  their  Eftates,"  printed  in 
the  year  1609,  has  the  following 
anecdote.  "" 

"  Henry  VI.  anno  20,  by  advice 
of  his  council,  took  up,  by  way  of 
purvevance,  great  flore  of  grain  and 
tranfported  it  into  Gafcoigne,  where, 
by  reafon  of  the  dearth,  the  price 
was  extreme.  In  anno  31,  he  ar- 
reted all  the  tin  in  Southampfoiiy  and 
fold  it  to  his  o'MH  frefent  n/e-" 
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RECAPITULATION  of  Mr.  BRYANT'S 
Favour  of  the  AUTHENTICriY  of  the 
ROWLEY. 


ARGUMENTS  In 
Poems   afcribed    to 


We  do  not  mean,  by  uifenlng  this  Recapitulation,  to  exprefs  our  agree- 
ment ill  opinion  with  the  learned  writer  ;  but  only  to  pay  a  proper  tri- 
bute of  refpe6l  to  his  ingenious  and  elaborate  performance.  The  decifive 
publications,  on  the  other  lide  of  the  queftion,  will  fall  under  our  no- 
tice in  the  New  Annual  Register  for  the  Year  1782. 


F  we  confider  all,  that  has 
been  faid,  we  fliall  find,  that 
there  has  been  full  evidence  af- 
forded to  the  following  fads.  Firft, 
that  Mr.  William  Canynge,  by  the 
affiftance  of  his  friend  and  confeflbr 
Thomas  Rowley,  did  make  a  valu- 
able collection  of  svritings.  That 
they  were  depofited  in  a  large  chcft 
in  a  room  over  the  north  porch  in 
St.  Mary  Redclifl^  at  Brilfol.  That 
he  took  the  utmoil:  care  tor  the  pre- 
fcrvation  of  this  valuable  depofit, 
by  having  fix  keys  to  the  chell,  and 
"-!  many  truftees,  who  were  to  per- 
'  y:m  an  annual  vifitation.  Of  Row- 
vey,  whole  exiftence  was  doubted, 
there  has  been  afforded  fufficient 
teftimoiiy  from  the  regifter  of  Wells : 
and  it  has  been  farther  flievvn  from 
the  ledger  of  St.  Ewin's,  that  in 
his  time,  there  were  at  Briilol  fe- 
veral  refpeftable  perfons  of  that 
name  ;  and,  as  we  may  reafonably 
infer,  of  his  farhily.  It  has  been 
Ihewn,  that  the  writings  thus  laid 
up,  were  preferved  very  fately,  till 
the  year  1727  ;  at  which  time  the 
cheft  was  broke  open  :  and  part  of 
the  parchments  were  carried  to  an- 
other room.  That  the  remainder 
lay  expofed,  and  was  carried  away 
by  different  perfons.  That  Chat- 
terton's  father  had  a  large  (hare  ;  of 
which  a  great  deal  was  by  him  mif- 
applied  and  ruined.  What  was 
left  at  his  death  his  widow  put  into 
a  box,  and  upon  her  removal  carried 


to  her  own  houfe.  That  this  box 
was  fome  years  afterwards  difcoverect 
by  her  fon,  when  he  was  about  fif- 
teen years  old  ;  and  that  he  at  times 
carried  off  the  writings,  which  he 
Ihidied  and  copied  at  his  mafler's 
office.  Mention  has  been  made  of 
his  joy,  when  he  found  out  their 
value  :  of  his  extafy  in  fpeaking  of 
them,  and  when  he  read  them  to 
his  friends  :  of  his  indignation  at 
their  being  difregarded  ;  which  he 
fometimes  expreifed  in  very  oppro- 
bious  terms.  It  has  been  proved, 
that  he  never  took  the  merit  of  them 
to  himfelf ;  but  always  uniformly 
fpoke  of  them  as  Rowley's.  For 
this  we  have  the  evidence  of  his 
mother  and  fifter,  and  every  one  of 
his  moif  intimate  friends.  Perfong 
have  been  applied  to,  who  faw  the 
originals  :  who  faw  hinv  -with  the 
parchments  in  his  hand  ;  who  heard 
him  read  from  them  ;  and  were 
prefent  at  the  time  he  was  copying. 
Several  of  the  originals  are  ilill  in 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Barrett.  {  have 
fliewn  his  fmall  pretenfions  to  learn- 
ing, from  his  firft  companions  ; 
from  thofe*  w^ho  knew  him  after-^ 
wards  ;  from  the  mafler,  who 
taught  him  ;  and  laftly,  from  his 
own  teftimony  ;  from  the  writings 
under  his  own  fignature,  the 
ftrongeft  evidence  of  all.  That  he- 
had  originals  before  him,  is  plain 
from  the  helps,  to  which  he  ap- 
plied,   to  get  information.     Thefe 

were 
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\vere  Skinner,  Kerfty,  the  fmall 
Saxon  dklionary,  and  Chaucer  with 
the  gloJTary.  Thcfe  he  obtauied, 
when  he  had  been  in  pofleffion  of 
the  mannfcripts  above  a  year  and  an 
half  ;  fo  that  at  that  feafon,  though 
he  had  copied  many  ot  them,  he 
was  not  perfectly  mailer  of  the  lan- 
guage. Indeed,  he  never  attained 
to  it.  And  to  this  were  owing:  the 
falfe  glofles  and  deviations,  of  which 
a  real  author  could  not  have  been 
guilty.  Indeed,  nothing  can  be 
more  inconliilent,  than  to  fuppofe 
him  the  author  :  for  it  is  plain,  if 
he  compofed  the  poems,  that  he 
did  not  know  his  own  meaning  :  if 
he  penned  the  originals,  he  could 
not  read  his  own  writing  ;  but  was 
obliged  to  others  to  find  out  his  pur- 
pofe.  This  induces  me  to  dwell  a 
little  longer  upon  die  books,  which 
he  borrowed  ;  as  the  inference, 
which  naturally  refults  from  that 
circumftance,  feems  to  be  of  confe- 
quence.  They  were  obtained  partly 
from  Mr.  Barrett  ;  and  partly  from 
Mr.  Green's  circulating  library  ; 
after  he  had  given  to  Mr.  Catcott 
and  Mr.  Barrett  many  copies  of  the 
poems,  and  fpoken  of  others,  as 
being  in  his  polTeliion.  This  fliews, 
that  they  were  not  of  his  own  com- 
pofition.  For  who  ever  condrufted 
a  poem,  and  then  a  year  or  two  af- 
terwards turned  to  a  diftionary  to 
underftand  it  ?  It  may  be  faid,  that 
he  had  recourfe  to  thefe  helps,  in 
Di'der  to  form  a  glolfary.  But  if  he 
had  ccnipofed  the  verfes,  fuiely  he 
could  have  made  a  gloffary,  without 
the  help  of  either  Kerley,  or  Skin- 
ner ;  othervvife,  as  I  have  urged 
before,  he  mud;  have  written,  what 
he  did  not  underftand  :  and  that 
fuch  fine  poetry  was  the  refult  of 
ignorance,  is  not  to  be  believed. 
That  the  world  arofe  from  chaos,  I 
.can  eafily  imagine ;    becaufs  it  was 


by  means  of  a  divine  hand.  But 
that  a  jargon  of  words  fhould  pro' 
duce  an  Iliad,  I  cannot  conceive. 
It  is  therefore  plain,  that  he  was 
not  the  author. 

"  I  have  mentioned  many  of  his 
miftakes  and  mifconceptions  ;  and 
the  miftakes  of  others,  which  he 
through  ignorance  adopted.  It  is 
with  regret,  that  I  am  obliged  to 
recur  to  thofe  inftances  of  his  want 
of  knowledge  in  his  Saxon  and 
African  poems  :  in  the  latter  of 
which  Cabo  Lopez  Gonfalvo  is 
changed  to  the  rock  of  Lupa  and 
the  cave  of  Lobar  :  the  defert  of 
Zaira  to  the  palaces  of  Zeira  ;  and 
the  river  Tiber  is  made  to  run 
through  Arabia.  How  is  it  poffible 
for  a  perfon  of  fo  little  experience 
to  have  attained  to  that  ftore  of 
knowledge,  to  that  abftrufe  and  re- 
condite hiftory,  with  which  thefe  m 
poems  are  fraught  ?  Turgott  and  " 
Rowley  knev/ the  perfons,  of  whom 
they  treated  ;  and  the  circumftan- 
ftances,  which  they  defcribed.  But 
Chatterton  had  not  this  knowledge. 
He  lived  at  a  great  diftance  of  time  ; 
and  had  neither  experience,  nor 
hiftory,  of  thefe  events,  which  he 
is  fuppofed  to  commemorate.  How 
could  he  poifibly  know  the  names 
of  the  Saxon  Earls,  which  occur 
in  the  Battle  of  Haftings  ;  and 
which  are  not  to  be  found  in  any 
hiilorian  ?  They  are  indeed  au- 
thenticated by  Doomfday-book. 
But  did  he  ever  hear  of  that  book  ? 
or  if  he  did,  had  he  ever  accefs  to 
it  ?  We  may  be  allured  that  he 
never  had.  The  names  of  Bertram, 
Normanne,  and  many  ethers,  were 
too  far  out  of  his  reach  to  have  been 
ever  attained  by  him.  The  nature 
of  this  evidence  is  fuch,  as  muft  fct 
afide  all  fcruples  and  furmifcs :  nor 
can  it  be  affected  by  any  of  the  po- 
pular ilories  of  Chatterton,  and  his 
inventive 
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inventive  faculty  ;  nor  by  the  high 
and  unw^arran  cable  notions  Oi  his 
parts  and  genius.  As  I  have  before 
faid,  let  him  have  had  every  natu- 
ral qjalification,  with  which  man 
can  be  bleft  ;  yet  he  was  not  gifted 
with  infpiration  :  and  without  that, 
he  could  not  have  arrived  at  tlic 
truths  contained  in  Rowley.  And 
let  him  have  forged  volumes  ;  yet 
he  never  compofed  thefe  poems  ; 
nor  the  manufcripts,  with  which 
thev  are  connected.  It  was  impolii- 
ble  for  him  to  have  hit  upon  fo  many 
hillorical  vruths,  without  any  hiito- 
ry  to  direct  him.  How  could  he 
have  anv  intelligence  about  the  mar- 
riage defigned  for  Canynge  into  the 
family  of  the  Widevilles,  concern- 
ing which  there  was  no  known  hif- 
tor)^?  Or  of  the  cruel  line  impofed 
upon  him  for  his  refufa!,  v/hich 
was  equally  unknown  ?  The  fame 
may  be  aflced  concerning  any  per- 
fon,  who  maybe  fubftituted,  as  the 
author,  in  the  room  of  Rowley. 
Thefe  evidences  not  only  fliew, 
who  did  not  compofc  the  poems  ; 
but  point  out,  who  did.  They 
prove,  that  the  intelligence  came 
from  Redcliffe  Tower  ;  and  totally 
make  void  the  notion  of  an  imagina- 
ry third  perfon,  Rowley  muft  have 
been  apprifed  of  Canynge's  marri- 
age. He  lived  at  the  time;  and 
was  interefted  in  the  affair  :  and  it 
was  from  him,  that  the  hiflory  was 
tranfmitted.  The  whole  has  fince 
be-en  very  fortunately  authenti- 
cated, as  I  have  fi-iewia.  The  very 
article  of  king  Edward  being  at 
Brillol  in  the  year  1457  could 
hardly  have  been  difcovered  by 
Chatterton  ;  as  it  is,  I  believe, 
mentioned  but  by  one  hiftorian. 
Indeed,  he  does  not  pretend  to  have 
known  the  year  :  nor  is  it  any  where 
fpecified  by  Rowley.  Yet  it  has 
been  verified  by  means  of  the  Wor- 
1781. 


cefter  rcgiller :    and  every  circum- 
llance    about  Canynge's  ordination 
has  been  verified  from  thence.     We 
have   the  like  evidence   about  the 
burning  of  Redclifte  fpire.     Row- 
ley muft  have  been  in  fome  degree 
an  eye-witnefs  of  the    event :    but 
Chatterton  had  no  hiftory  of  it ;  no 
record,  excepting  what  muft   have 
come  from  Rowley.     He  could  not 
have    mentioned    it    without   fome 
previous  intimation  from  that  quar- 
ter :    for  no  account  was  elfewhere 
to  be  had.     1  his,  like  the   two  ar- 
ticles   r.bove,     has    fince    his  death 
been  attefted,  and  by  the  fame  hand  : 
by    the    tetiimony   of    William    of 
Worcefbe.       If     the     manufcripts 
were  forgeries  by  Chatterton,  thefe 
hiftories  muft  have  been  his  inven- 
tion :  but  we  have  feen  them  pafi: 
contradidtioh  certified  ;  which  could 
not  have  been  the  cafe,  if  they  had 
been     forgeries.      They    therefore 
cannot  have  been  the  mere  flights 
of  a   boyifli   imagination,    but  are 
genuine  hiftorical  truths.     And  as; 
he  uniformly  faid,  that  he  had  them 
from    Rowley,    and   as   we  cannot 
reafonably  conceive  any  other  m.eans, 
it  is  abfurd  to  afcribe  them  to  any- 
other  perfon.      If  all  thofe,    who 
knew   the  young  man,    and    have 
given  their  atteftation   to  the  anti- 
quity of  the  poems,    were   to    be 
warped  in  their  principles,  or  to  be 
found  miftaken,  or  were  even  to  re- 
tra6t  their  evidence  ;    yet  it  would 
avail  nothing  againft  thefe  proofs. 
V/e  may  proceed    upon   the    fame 
principle  in  refpe(5t  to  the  Temple 
church,     which  was  faid   to   have 
been  fo  badly  conftrutlcd  by  the  firlc 
builder,      that     it    fubfided,     and 
bulged.     But  a  better  architeft  pre- 
ferved  it,    by    laying  "a    ftronger 
bafis,     founded  on  piles.      If  this 
account  were  a  forgery  by  Chatter- 
ton,  it  could  never   have  been  by 
lu  any 
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any  means  authenticated  :  but  we 
iind  that  it  was  verified  in  the  year 
1 774,  about  tour  years  after  his 
death. 

"  Thefe  are  events,  for  which 
Chattcrton  had  no  voucher,  if  we 
do  not  allow  him  Rc\vl-y.  But 
even  thofeperfons,  and  thole  events, 
which  have  collateral  hiftory  for 
their  confirmation,  are  often  too 
obfcure  to  be  eafily  met  with  ;  and 
could  not  come  within  the  fphere 
of  a  boy's  intelligence.  We  have 
feen,  that  he  makes  a  Ibldier,  who 
was  later  than  Hubba  the  Dane, 
contemporary  with  Hengift  ;  and 
fpeaks  of  an  Inca's  fleet  upon  the 
coaft  of  Calabar.  Can  we  imagine 
fuch  a  novice  to  be  an  adept  in  the 
Hioft  remote,  and  fecret  parts  of 
hillory  ?  It  cannot  be  fuppofed. 
How  could  he  know  any  thing  of 
the  Blue  Briton,  and  Tinyan  f  of 
Powis-lund,  and  Matraval  ;  and 
the  hiftory  of  Hov/el  ap  Jevah  ? 
Add  to  thefe  the  numberlefs  refer- 
ences and  dark  allufions,  which  con- 
tinually prefent  themfelves  to  the 
reader  in  every  part  of  Rowley. 

*'  Such  is  the  evidence,  with  which 
thefe  poems  are  attended.  Jn  the 
procefi  of  my  enquiry  I  have 
brought  accumulated  proof  of  the 
MSS.  having  been  feen,  and  ac- 
knowledged as  authentic.  I  have 
mentioned  the  manner  of  their  be- 
ing carried  av/ay  and  feereted  ;  of 
their  being  afterwards  .copied  ;  and 
of    the     perfon,    v/ho    tranfcribed 


blended 
through 
enquiry 


them,  being  feen  in  the  article  of 
tranicribing  :  of  their  being  uni- 
formly attributed  to  the  real  author, 
Rowley  ;  concerning  whom  no 
doubts  were  ever  entertained  by  the 
be  ft  judges,  the  people  upon  the 
fpot,  who  were  eye-witneites  to  the 
fads,  upon  which  my  evidence  is 
founded.  Not  the  leaft  fufpicion 
prevailed  ;  till  fcaiples  and  diffi- 
culties arofe  at  a  diftance.  This 
external  evidence  is  neceffarily 
with  the  internal  :  and 
the  whole  courfe  of  my 
I  have  endeavoured  to 
prove,  that  thefe  compofitions  re- 
quired far  more  learning,  than  fell 
to  the  lot  of  the  young  man  at 
Briftol.  I  have  fliewn,  that  he  many 
times  did  not  comprehend  the  pur- 
port of  the  lines,  which  he  copied  ; 
and  that  he  miftook  the  very  cha- 
raders,  in  which  they  were  defcrib- 
ed  ;  fo  that  he  fubftituted  one 
word  for  another.  This  alone,  I 
think,  falls  little  fliort  of  demon* 
ftration,  that  the  poems  were  by 
another  hand.  On  this  account  I 
mull  recur  to  the  propofition  with 
which  I  fet  out,  that  every  author 
mull  know  his  own  meaning.  And 
whoever  brings  a  copy  of  a  prior 
writing,  and  does  not  underftand 
that  writing,  that  perfon  cannot  be 
the  author.  In  fliert,  if  a  boy  pro- 
duces a  reputable  e^iercife,  and  can- 
not conftrae  it,  there  is  not  an 
ufher  at  a  boarding-fchool,  but  will 
tell  him,  he  did  not  make  it." 
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SPEECH  of  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  Bart.  Prefident  of  the  Royal 
Society,  delivered  on  Wednefday,  November  30th,  1780, 
being  the  Day  on  which  the  SOCIETY  fird  aflembled  at  their 
new  Apartments  in  Somerfet  Place. 

[From  the  Philosophical  Transactions.] 


*'  '  I  ^  H  E  emotions  of  gratitude 
X  infpired  by  the  very  place  in 
which,  by  the  munificence  of  our 
royal  patron,  vve  are  now  for  the 
firft  time  aflembled,  render  it  im- 
poffible  tor  me  to  negleft  the  op- 
portunity which  this  feafon,  when 
ye  have  been  ufed  to  hear  your- 
i'elves  addrefled  frorn  the  chair,  af- 
fords me,  of  offering  my  fmall  tri- 
bute ot  acknowledgment  for  a  be- 
nefit fo  eminently  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  honour  and  advancement 
of  this  fociety. 

"  Eftabliflied  originally  by  the 
munificence  of  a  royal  founder  ; 
foftered  and  encouraged  fince  that 
time  by  every  fuccelTive  monarch 
who  has  fwayed  the  Britifli  fceptre, 
ye  have  ever  proved  yourfelves 
worthy  the  favour  of  your  royal  pro- 
tettors.  A  Newton,  who  pruned 
his  infant  wing  under  your  aufpices, 
when  his  maturer  flights  foared  to 
worlds  unmeafurably  diftant.  Hill 
thought  a  place  among  you  an  ho- 
nourable diftlndion.  A  Newton's 
immortal  labours,  a  Boyle,  a  Flam- 
ftead,  a  Halley,  a  Ray,  and  many 
others,  of  whom  I  trull;  it  is  need- 
lefs  to  remind  you,  have  made  am- 
ple returns  for  the  patronage  of  for- 
mer monarchs. 


"  But  bountiful  as  the  encou- 
ragement ye  have  received  from 
former  patrons  has  ever  been,  the 
favours  which  fcience  has,  throLigh. 
your  interceffion,  received  from  his 
prefent  Majefly  (whom  God  long 
preferve  !)  have  eminently  outdone 
their  mod:  eKtenfive  ideas  of  libera- 
lity. Ample  funds,  by  him  provid- 
ed, have  enabled  you  to  reward 
men  of  extenfive  knowledge  and 
ability,  for  fpending  whole  years 
in  the  fervice  of  fcience  ;  obferving 
twice  the  tranfitof  the  planet  Venus 
over  the  dllk  of  the  fun.  At  your 
requeft,  the  public  defrayed  the 
expence  of  conveying  them  to  the 
moH  ditlant  parts  of  the  globe  we 
inhabit,  where  thepurpofes  of  their 
million,  fo  important  to  the  fcience 
of  aftronomy,  could  beil:  be  ful- 
filled ;  while  ye  alone  enjoy  among 
your  fellow-academies  the  reputation 
of  having  both  fent  and  rewarded 
them. 

"  And  more;  thofe  veiy  dona- 
tions were  fo  liberally  planned  by 
that  attention  to  fcience  which  has 
ever  diftinguiflied  his  prefent  Ma- 
je'ly's  reign,  and  will  for  ever  bear 
tefbmony  of  his  enlarged  mind,  and 
difpofition  favourable  to  the  advance- 
ment of  true  knowledge,  that  the 
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furplus  alone  enabled  you,  with  his 
royal   approbation,  to   inftltutc  ex- 
periments on  the  attraction  of  moun- 
tains, amidit  the  barren  and  bleak 
precipices  of  the  Highlands  of  Scot- 
land, which  then  for  the  iirll  time, 
beheld  inftruments  of  the  niceft  con- 
ftruftion  tnuifported  to  the  fummits 
of  their    pathlcfs  crags,    and  men, 
ufed  to  other  habitations,  voluntarily 
rdiding  in  temporary  hutSy  eager  to 
exprefs   a  grateful   fenfe     of   their 
royal   patron's    liberality,    by  thus 
promoting  to  the  utmoflthe  caufeof 
I'cience,  in  which  they  were,  under 
his  protection,  embarked. 

"  Gifts  like  thefe,  unfulicited 
and  unconditionally  bellowed,  might 
have  fatisfied  the  impulfes  even  of 
a  princely  munificence  ;  but  not  fo 
with  our  royal  patron.  Amply  in^ 
■formed  in  every  branch  ot  real 
knowledge,  he  refolve^  to  beifow  a 
ftill  more  diilinguiroed  mark  of  his 
favour  on  fcience  which  he  loved, 
and  in  this  his  lall  beft  gift  has  ful- 
filled his  royal  rcfoluticn. 


"  Such  a  donation,  fo  faited  fo 
our  prefent  profperoiis  and  tlourifli- 
ing  condition  under  his  roy-'l  p?»- 
tronage  and  protection,  is  admirably 
calculated  to  increafe  the  refpeit, 
great  as  it  is,  which  ye  have  ever 
received  from  the  learned  of  all  Eu- 
rope, placing  you  at  once,  in  every 
point  of  fptendid  accommodation, 
as  much  above  all  foreign  acade- 
mies, as  the  labours  of  your  learned 
predecelfors  had  railed  you  above 
them  in  literary  reputation. 

"  Let  then  gratitude  to  a  fove- 
reign,  from  whoin  ye  have  received 
fuch  coiifpicucrvis  cncounsgemcnt, 
engage  you,  by  an  application  to  a 
promotion  of  the  Iciences  ye  fevo- 
rally  pofTefs,  to  deferve  a  continu- 
ance of  his  royal  favour  ;  to  mca- 
fure  your  future  exertions  by  the 
llandard  of  his  princely  liberality  ; 
and  thus  flrew  the  world,  that  ye 
ftill  are,  as  ye  always  have  been-, 
worthy  ,  the  patronage  of  your 
kini{  f" 


ACCOUNT    of    a  SATIRICAL  PIECE,    by   Juan    Ruiz,    a 
Spanifn  Poet  in  the  fourteenth  Century. 

[Frcin  the  Letters  from  an  English  Traveller  in  Spain.] 


Singular  poet  and  fatyr- 
J,  \  'i&  r.ow  occurs,  who  has 
efcaped  the  refearches  of  Don  Ni- 
cholas Antonio,  and  moil' other  bio- 
graphers, till  difcovered  by  Don 
Lewis  "Velaz(|uex,  knight  of  the 
order  of  St.  James.  This  is  Juan 
Ruir.,  arch-prieft  of  Hita,  whofe 
works  are  in  manufcript,  in  the 
library  of  Toledo,  and  who  flou'- 
riflied  in  the  year  1330.  The  ma- 
nufcript it:  ill  a  very  imperfect  con- 
tiitioi:,  with  m^ny  Hietts  torn  out, 


and  others  unintelligible  :  therefore 
I  fhall  confine  myfelf  to  a  fpecimen. 
of  a  fatyrical  piece,  as  given  by 
Velafquez. 

"  This  poem  dcfcrlbes  a  conteft 
between  the  time  of  Eating  Meat 
and  Lent  Time,  v/h€rein  the  foriuer 
is  defijated  on  Aih  Wednefday,  :md 
remains  in  a  deje£ted  fl;ate  till  Holy- 
week,  v/hen  recovering  his  fpirit?,. 
he  enters  the  lilts  and  feuds  a  chal- 
lenge to  Lent,  by  his  fecond,  Don 
Brcakfalt,  fixing  the  time  for  coiiT- 
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b.Tt  on  Ealtcr-Sunday.  Lviit,  not 
thinking  himlelf  obliged  to  receive 
a  chiillcnge  from  one  whom  he  has 
van(|uifhcd,  finding  hinifclt'  more- 
over enfeebled,  and  not  being  able 
to  procLiic  a  frelh  I'upply  of  lea  filli, 
to  recruit  his  conltituiion,  promifes 
to  meet  him  at  Jeruialem,  drefTcs 
himielf  like  a  pilgrim,  and  makes 
his  efcape  on  Holy-Saturday.  Two 
potent  emperors  arrive  in  the  world  ; 
Don  Fleih  and  Don  Love.  They 
both  make  a  triumphal  entry  :  the 
various  mufical  inftruments  are  de- 
ici-ibed,  as  well  as  the  reception  they 
meet  wnh,  from  all  ranks  ot  peo- 
ple :  a  contefl:  ariles  concerning 
who  is  to  receive  Don  Love  :  each 
party  offers  his  reafons  and  claim  for 
a  preference,  but  he  retufes  them, 
and  fiiews  a  predilcLHon  to  the  au- 
thor, as  an  old  fervant  of  the  family, 
and  goes  to  his  houfe  ;  but  the 
apartments  being"  too  fmull  for  fuch 
fplendid  gu'efts,  a  tent  is  hxcd,  and 
here  a  poetical  deliription  is  given 
-of  the  four  feafons  of  the  year,  in 
the  nature  ofavilion.  The  author, 
with  the  confidence  of  an  old  fer- 
vant, enquires  of  Don  Love,  where 
he  had  been  during  his  abfence. 
He  anfwers,  in  the  mild  climate  of 
Andalufia  during  winter,  and  com- 
plains, that  coming  to  Toledo  in  the 
beginning  of  lent,  they  had  fhut 
the  gates  of  the  city  againfi:  him  ; 
on  which  he  applied  to  feveral  con- 
vents, but  none  would  receive  him, 
and  at  lail:  was  obliged  to  pafs  the 
lent  in  the  town  of  Caftro,  where 
he  was  kindly  entertauied.  Finally 
recovering  his  flrength  after  lent, 
he  went  to  the  fair  ot  Alcala,  and 
from  thence  wandering  about  the 
country,  had  left  the  author  in  a 
melancholy  mood,  who  not  pleafed 
v/ith  a  folitary  life,  confulted  an  old 
trot,  called  TrotaConventos.  This 
forry  old  woman    advifes   him    to 


make  love  to  a  nun,  and  paints 
the  delight  of  fuch  amours.  Trora 
Conventos  applies  to  a  nun,  to 
V.'hom  five  had  rendered  former  fer- 
vices,  fpcaks  in  favour  ot  the  arch- 
priclt,  and  a&  as  procurefs  between 
them.  A  long  dialogue  enfues, 
with  the  perfuafions  of  the  old  Je- 
zabel  on  one  lide,  and  the  rciiftance 
and  inconveniencies  sieged  by  the 
nun  on  the  other.  Trota  Conven- 
tos difplays  the  character  of  the 
arch-prieil:  ; — the  nun  at  lafl:  con- 
fents  to  receive  hirn  011  honourable 
terms,  and  dies  in  two  months. 
The  arch-prieft  is  much  grieved, 
and  engages  the  old  hag  to  procure 
him  a  wife  t  flie  finds  out  a  Moor, 
who  refufes  the  offer — the  author 
relates  the  fongs  he  had  compofed 
for  Jews  and  Moors,  adapted  to  va- 
rious infcruments,  and  propar  for 
dances,  and  to  be  fimg  by  blind 
men  and  ifrollers. — Trota  Conven- 
tos dies,  the  ravages  of  death  are 
defcribed,  as  well  as  the  ingrati- 
tude of  relations  and  heirs.  The 
epitaph  of  Trota  Coaveirtos  is 
giveir.  Preventatives  are  offered 
againft  the  fudden  adts  of  death, 
which  are  to  be  guarded  againll:  v.'ith 
the  fliield  of  good  works. 

"  Such  is  the  main  fcopc  of  this 
whimfical  poem,  many  parts  of 
which  are  unintelligible  at  prefent. 
One  of  the  latt  veries  fays  e::prefsly 
thiit  it  was  fioiflied  in  the  year  i  378. 
— The  work  is  not  deftitute  of  po- 
etical invention,  and  feems  to  be  a 
violent  fatyr  on  the  times,  abound- 
ing with  moral  refleftions,  as  well 
a*?  lively  defcriptions  of  the  vices  of 
fome  of  the  principal  perfonages  of 
the  court.  At  the  fame  time  the 
poet  feems  to  laugh  in  his  eafy 
chair,  and  might  have  furnimed  a 
model  for  Rabelais,  who  probably 
never  faw  this  poem  : — from  the 
freedom  with  which  the  arch-prieil 
L  31  ha^ 
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has  painted  the  vices  of  the  times, 
we  may  call  him  the  Petronlus  of 
Spain.  Some  of  his  verfes  have  the 
fame  metre  as  the  Greek  and  Latin 
hexameters  :  for  inllance, 


'*  Fis  vos  pequeno    libro,  de  tefla 

mas  que  de  glofa, 
*'  Non  creo  quees  pequeno,  ant  es 

mui  gran  plofa." 


PROGRESS  of  the  AGRARIAN  LAWS  at  Rome. 

[From  Dr.  Bevbr's   Hiiiory   of  the   Legai,   Polity   of  the  Roman 

State.] 


S  the  Romans  gradually 
extended  their  viftorious 
arms  over  the  weaker  flates  of  Italy, 
they  were  accufiomed  to  take  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  the  conquered  lands 
into  their  own  polTeffion  ;  part  of 
which  was  fold  by  auftion  for  the 
life  of  the  public  ;  and  the  reft  di- 
vided among  the  poorer  citizens,  on 
the  payment  of  a  fmall  quit-rent  to 
the  treafury,  in  acknowledgment  of 
the  tenure. 

"  For  the  better  regulation  of 
thefe  diftributions,  various  laws  had 
been  pafltd  from  time  to  time,  un- 
der the  title  of  Agrarian.  The  firft 
of  thcfe  was  the  Cailian  Law,  en- 
afted  not  many  years  afier  the  be- 
ginning of  the  confular  govern- 
inent ;  which  was  followed,  at  dif- 
ferent periods,  by  many  others  of 
the  fame  import  ;  though  the  intro- 
duction of  them  was  commonly  at- 
tended with  riot  and  difcontent. 

"  The  comforts  arifing  from  the 
enjoyment  of  feparate  property  are 
more  apt  to  ftimtilate,  than  to  fa- 
tisfy,  the  appetite  ;  and  though  a 
fiinplichy  ot  manners,  and  a  happy 
iT.orance  of  the  fuperfluities  of 
life,  may,  for  a  while,  reftrain  the 
importunities  of  the  human  paf- 
fions,  they  will  naturally  arife  in 
their  demands,    with    the    abilities 

Cato 
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of  the  flate  to  indulge  them. 


the  Cenfor,  therefore,  of  honefb 
and  trugal  memory,  clearly  fore- 
fteing  that  Rome  was  haftening  to 
corruption  through  her  own  great- 
nefs,  vigoroufly  oppofed  the  in- 
creafing  luxury  of  the  age,  both  by 
his  example  and  authority.  For 
this  he  was  rewarded  with  a  ftatue, 
by  the  fuftVages  of  a  grateful  people ; 
and  yet,  by  a  ftrange  inconfiftency, 
more  common  than  accountable,  in 
the  contracted  fphere  of  worldly 
politics,  he  fuffered  his  inveterate 
prejudices  againft  an  unfortunate 
rival  to  counteract  his  own  zeal,  and 
effedtually  to  defeat  his  favourite 
plan  of  reformation.  The  deftruc- 
tion  of  Carthage  eafed  Rome  of  her 
fears  ;  and  thus  the  malady  grew 
every  day  worfe,  by  the  removal  of 
the  only  check  that  could  have  pre- 
vented it. 

"  The  richer  citizens  getting 
poffeffion  of  large  trafts  of  waftc 
land,  and  being  confirmed  in  them 
by  long  prefcription  ;  adding  to 
thefe  likewife,  either  by  force  or 
purchafe,  the  fmaller  pittances  of 
their  poor  neighbours,  by  degrees 
became  mafters  of  territories  inftead 
of  farms.  As  a  farther  grievance, 
the  management  of  thefe  was  often 
committed  to  the  care  of  flaves  ; 
whereby  the  multiplication  of  the 
free  inhabitants  was  impeded  ;  fuch 
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as  remained  were  opprelTed  by  pe- 
nury, cxattions,  and  military  I'cr- 
vices  ;  or,  if  lett  unemployed,  were 
enervated  by  idlenels,  without  lands 
of  their  own  to  occupy  ;  and  ex- 
cluded the  privilege  of  earning  their 
bread  upon  thole  of  others,  by  cap- 
tives and  foreigners. 

'*  Such  enormous  monopolies 
once  more  raifcd  the  indignation  of 
tribunitian  patriotifm,  and  gave 
birth  to  the  famous  Licinian  law, 
fo  denominated  from  its  author,  Li- 
cinius  Stolo.  By  this  it  was  or- 
dained, that  no  citizen,  of  what 
flation  focv^er,  fliould  pofTefs  more 
than  five  hundred  acres  to  his  own 
fliare  ;  nor  maintain  more  than  one 
hundred  head  of  large,  and  five 
hundred  of  fmall  cattle  ;  and  that 
a  certain  number  of  free  men  fhould 
be  conftan'ly  employed  in  the  buli- 
nefs  of  huibandry. 

*'  This  law  was  admirably  fuited 
to  the  model!:  ideas  of  a  republic  ; 
and  well  calculated  to  preferve  the 
julf  equipoifc  between  the  higher 
and  lower  orders  of  the  community, 
"While  it  fupplied  the  nobles  with 
fufficient  affluence  to  command  all 
that  refpecSt  which  was  due  to  their 
ftation,  it  deprived  them  of  the 
power  of  corrupting  or  deprefling 
the  poor  :  and  while  it  fupported 
that  dilfinftion  of  rank,  which  is 
elTential  to  the  dignity  and  good  or- 
der ot  civil  government,  it  prevented 
the  common  people  Irom  becoming 
a  burden  to  the  llate,  by  enabling 
them  to  maintain  their  families  with 
their  daily  labour.  That  no  func- 
tion might  be  wanting  to  infure  the 
operation  of  a  lav/  of  fuch  extenlive 
importance,  it  was  guarded  like- 
wife  by    oaths,    fines,    and   forfei- 

ttHC. 

"  It  might  well  have  been  cx- 
pecffed  that  thefe  heavy  penalties, 
enforced  by  fuch  folemn  obligations, 


would  have  checked  the  growth  ol 
this  crying  evil  tor  ages  to  come. 
But  the  beft-concerted  defigns  oi 
human  wifdom  foon  become  impo- 
tent and  inefficacious,  when  oppof- 
ed  by  the  cravings  of  avarice,  the 
infolence  of  power,  and  the  auda- 
city of  ambition.  No  fooner  was 
the  htw  palled  than  it  was  broken 
by  the  author  himfclf;  who  is  the 
firll  upon  record  that  became  the 
objefl'  of  its  leverity. 

"  This  well-timed  example,  moil 
probably,  put  a  Hop  to  any  grofs 
and  open  violation  of  it  for  thepre- 
fent  ;  though  it  was  far  h'om  being 
a  fuflicient  barrier  againft  the  fu- 
ture courfe  of  the  evil  itfelf.  The 
more  cautious  and  circumfped't 
evaded  the  prohibitions,  by  making 
purchafes  under  borrowed  naincs  ; 
while  others,  more  daring,  fet  them 
at  open  defiance.  A  law,  defigied 
to  humble  the  pride  of  riches,  and 
give  countenance  to  parfimony,  was 
ill  adapted  to  the  afpiring  views  of 
the  conquerors  of  Carthage  and 
Numantia.  The  ancient  abufes 
gathered  llrengrh  from  the  fucceire,s 
of  the  ftare  ;  and  were  daily  re- 
newed, with  many  aggravations, 
threatening  the  utter  ruin  of  the 
induilrious  hufbandman,  and  the 
extinftion  of  popular  liberty. 

"  While  avarice  and  rapine  were 
thus  ranging  at  free  quarter  over 
the  patrimony  ot  the  poor,  one 
ftrenuous  effort  was  made  to  repel 
their  hoilile  invafions,  by  the  virtue 
and  courage  of  the  famous  Tiberius 
Sempronius  Gracchus  ;  a  youthful 
hero,  adorned  with  every  valuable 
accoinplifliment  of  the  genuine  Ro- 
man, Melting  with  pity  at  the  de- 
folute  view  of  the  Httrurian  plains, 
forfaken  by  their  native  inhabit:mts, 
and  over-run  by  foreign  flavcs  ;  ani- 
mated likewife  by  the  cries  ot  the 
whole   people,    who  importunately 
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demanded  the  reftitiuion  of  the  ali- 
enated lands,  he  relbh.itely  ilood 
forth  the  advocate  of  their  deferted 
caufe. 

"  Aimed  with  the  power  of  the 
tribunate,  he  meditated  an  excel- 
lent fcheme  of  rcdrefs  ;  and  engaged 
feveral  other  eminent  perfons,  who 
had  yet  cfcaped  the  general  conta- 
£;ion,  to  fupport  it  with  th  Ir  united 
authority.  The  candid  and  equit- 
able principle  upon  which  this  law 
was  framed,  is  a  convincing  proof 
both  of  his  wifdom  and  moderation; 
for  it  may  be  truly  affirmed,  that  a 
gentler  remedy  was  never  before 
2p"pdied  to  fo  defperate  a  mifehief. 
Free  from  the  impolitic  and  male- 
volent defire  of  reducing  ail  orders 
to  one  common  level,  his  only  ob- 
ject was  to  preferve  the  proper  dif- 
tinftion  between  each  ;  by  bringing 
back  the  rich  within  the  pale  of 
thofe  laws  which  they  had  fo  fhame- 
fuUy  tranfgreired  ;  and  by  reftoring 
the  poor  to  thofe  rights  of  which 
they  had  been  fo  unjuiily  deprived. 
To  quiet  the  apprehenfions  of  the 
offenders,  he  remitted  the  fines  in- 
jHided  by  the  Licinian  law  ;  and  to 
alleviate  their  hardfinps,  direfted 
that  the  value  of  the  lands  to  be  re- 
figned  fliould  be  repaid  out  of  the 
public  treafury.  As  a  farther  in- 
dulgence, he  allowed  the  heir  of  the 
family  to  retain  two  hundred  and 
fifty  acres,  over  and  above  the 
ellate  polfeiTed  by  his  father. 

"  The  humble  commonalty,  am- 
ply fatisfied  with  the  propofed  re- 
formations, would  willingly  have 
buried  all  former  acls  of  injulliice  in 
total  oblivion,  on  condition  only 
of  having  their  poffeilions  fecured 
from  any  future  incroachments.  But 
the  opulent  landholders,  enraged  at 
the  law  by  the  inlligations  of  ava- 
rice, and  at  the  author  by  refent- 
iiTient  and  perverfenefs,    lirove   to 


alarm  the  jealoufy  of  the  people; 
againft  Tibeiius,  by  chargii.g  him 
with  a  defign  to  introduce  innovn.- 
ons,  and  excite  commotions  in  thr 
Hate.  The  powers  of  eloquencT, 
however,  exerted  in  fo  juft  a  caufe, 
rendered  him  invincible  ;  and  his 
adverfaries,  confounded  by  the  force 
of  it,  had  recourfe  to  the  common 
expedient  of  dividing,  the  tribuni- 
tian  authority  ag::inll:  itfelf ;  by 
prevailing  upon  Otlavius,  another 
of  the  Kime  bod}-,  to  interpofe  his 
negative. 

"  But  this  injudicious  refillance 
fervcd  only  to  aggrr.vate  the  evil, 
which  it  meant  to  remove.  It  in- 
flamed the  zeal  of  the  intren.d  Ti- 
berius :  provoked  him  to  abandon 
the  mild  and  humane  deiign  of  his 
firft  law,  and  to  bring  in  another, 
much  more  fevere  upon  the  en- 
grofiers  of  lands  ;  enjoining  them 
to  give  up  immediately  v/hatever 
they  poiTelfed,  contrary  to  the  per- 
miilion  of  the  laws  then  in  being. 
The  difienlions  flill  increaiing,  he 
went  farther  ;  fufpended  the  raagif- 
trates  from  the  exercife  of  their 
rcfpedlve  jurifdiftions,  fealed  up 
the  treafury,  and  put  an  entire 
Hop  to  the  ordinary  courfe  of  public 
buiinefs. 

"  After  various  fruitlefs  attempts 
to  reconcile  the  contending  parties, 
Tiberius,  by  his  fuperior  influence 
over  the  people,  depofed  Otlavius 
from  his  office  of  tribune  ;  and 
having  thus  violently  overpowered 
all  oppofirion,  his  law  was  confirmed 
by  the  voice  of  the  "  comitia,"  and 
himfelf  appointed  one  of  the  com- 
millioners  to  regulate  the  intended 
diftribution.  At  the  fame  time,  to 
fecure  the  affedion  of  his  fellow- 
citizens,  he  took  advantage  of  a 
lingular  bequefl,  lately  made  by 
Attalus  king  of  Pergamus,  of  his 
whole  dominions  arid  fortune  to  the 
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Roman  people  ;  and  propofc-d  that 
the  ready  money,  let t  by  this  in- 
fatu.itcd  prince,  fliould  be  divided 
among  fueh  ot"  the  poor  as  had  ob- 
tained a  iliare  of  the  public  lands, 
to  enable  them  to  in>prove  their 
farms  ;  and  as  to  the  ciiies  and  ter- 
ritories, he  denied  the  difpofiil  of 
them  to  the  fenate,  infilling  that 
the  riajht  belonged  to  the  people  in 
general,  whofti  pieafure  he  fnould 
confuii  upJn  that  occafion. 

"  To  proteil:  him  againft  the 
malice  of  the  er  fj^eratcd  nobles,  he 
\v  as  elecled  tribu  ae  for  another  year ; 
and,  llren-rhened  by  this  renevvd 
of  his  authority,  gave  dally  proofs 
of  tiie  iincerelt  attachment  to  the 
popular  caufe.  But  his  enemies, 
watching  his  inoit  Innocent  motions 
vvit!i  an  eye  of  pi'^judice,  carried 
the  folly  of  uifpicion  to  fo  great  a 
length,  as  to  interpret  a  fudden  ele- 
vation of  his  hand  toward  his  he^d 


(dcfigncd  by  himfelf  only  as  a  fignnl 
of  diiirefs  in  the  heat  of  a  tumult) 
into  the  demand  of  a  diadem.  Whr.t 
was  fuggelVton  only  in  the  "  forum," 
was  truth  in  the  fenate.  The  mem- 
bers of  that  haughty  body,  tremb- 
ling for  their  ulurped  property, 
were  clamorous  with  the  ccniUil  to 
arciige  them  of  the  tyrant.  But 
that  wifeand  juil  magiftrate  refufin^ 
to  pafs  fenrence  before  the  guilt  was 
proved,  Scipio  Naiica,  whom  fear 
and  felf-intereft  alone  had  fiddcnly 
transformed  into  a  champion  of  li- 
berty, rullied  out,  at  the  head  of 
defperate  partisans,  upon  the  de- 
fencelefs  tribune  ;  and  put  liim  to 
a  barbarous  and  fgnominious  death 
with  a  vile  weapon,  the  ufe  of  which 
could  only  have  been  excufed  againil 
a  favage  and  noxious  animal :  and 
tiius  tell  Tiberius  Gracchus,  an  il- 
luftrious  viiitim  to  a  rapacious  and 
implacable  fenate." 


OBSERVATIONS  on  the  TREATMENT  of  the   FAIR   SEX 
in  different  Countries. 


[From  Dr.  Falconer's  Re  marks  on  the  Influence  of  Climate,  &c.  on  the 
Dilpolition  and  Temper,  &c.  of  Manjc.ind.J 


*«  "pOLITENESS  and  elegance 
|7  of  behaviour  have  always 
attained  to  the  greateft  perfeftion  in 
temperate  climates  :  this  has  been 
owing  infome  mcafure  to  the  greater 
perfeftion  of  arts  in  general.  But 
I  apprehend,"  that  the  difpofition  of 
the  people  to  a6tlviry,  joined  with 
a  degree  of  fenlibility ;  and  a  go- 
vernment with  forae  faare  of  liber- 
ty, and  which  confequently  admits 
of  a  free  communication  of  fenti- 
ment,    are  the  principal  reafons. 

"  The  laftof  thefe,  as  far  as  re- 
lates to  a  free  iutercourfe  of  com- 


pany and  converfation  between  the 
fexes,  is  perhaps  the  moil  aftive 
caufe  of  any,  and  fubfifts  only  ia 
moderate  climates  ;  the  female  fex, 
in  coid  ones,  being  difregarded, 
and  in  hot  ones,  being  in  a  ftate  of 
confinement.  While  in  Afia  the 
fair  fex  are  confidered  only  as 
a  poflellion,  in  Europe  they  are 
objefts  of  tendernefs,  efteem,  and 
rational  attachment.  This  infpires 
a  habit  of  attentive  and  refpeftful 
behaviour  ;  their  beauty  excites  ad- 
miration and  love  ;  and  even  their 
very  vveakncfs  adds  force  to  their 
influence^ 
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influence,  under  the  idea  of  deli- 
cacy. Generofity  pi-evcnts  op- 
JJieffion,  where  there  can  can  be 
no  refinance  ;  and  roufes  valour  and 
gallantry  in  their  defence.  What- 
ever they  fay  is  heard  with  peculiar 
attention  ;  and  even  their  foibles 
are  cdhl^rued  into  perfe£tions.  Be- 
lides,  by  their  being  at  liberty,  they 
are  enabled  to  take  a  part  in  the 
bulinefs  of  the  world  ;  to  manage 
domeftic  affairs,  which  are  there  re- 
garded as  their  peculiar  province  ; 
and  to  bear  an  almoft  equal  part  in 
the  adventures  of  life  ;  and  thus  to 
render  themfelves  objefts  of  efteem, 
when  their  perfonal  attractions  are 
no  more. 

*'  Another  circumifance  highly 
favourable  to  the  influence  of  the 
fair  lex,  in  moderate  climates,  is, 
that  in  them  their  beauty  and  un- 
derftanding  accompany  each  other  ; 
fo  that  a  woman  is  at  the  fame  time 
an  objeft  of  paffion  and  of  refpeft . 
This  circumftance,  joined  to  that  of 
there  being  but  one  object:,  (poly- 
gamy not  being  pradifed)  and  of 
confequence  the  hopes  ot  offspring 
depending  on  her  only,  inhances 
much  their  confequence  in  fociety  : 
and  of  courfe  tends  to  render  the 
manners  of  the  other  fex  fuch  as 
are  agreeable  to  them  ;  that  is,  atten- 
tive, polifhed,  and  elegant. 

"  In  Afia,  the  cafe  is  direcfly 
the  reverfe  :  the  women  are  there 
fecluded  from  converfation  with  the 
other  fex,  and  are  regarded  chiefly 
jn  the  light  of  an  objedl  for  the 
gratification  of  paflion  ;  and  even 
this  regard  is  divided  among  a 
number.  Their  beauty  is  tranlient, 
their  manners  difpofed  to  be  profli- 


gate, and  their  minds  uncultivated  ; 
they  bear  no  part  in  the  affairs  of 
life,  and  are  cfteemed  to  be  in  an 
inferior  flation  in  point  of  rank  ; 
confequently,  they  can  neither  be 
objects  of  refpcft,  efleem,  or  ra- 
tional attachment.  No  wonder  then, 
that  the  other  fex  fhould  be  little 
difpofed  to  cultivate  a  mode  of  be- 
haviour adapted  to  their  inclina- 
tions. In  very  cold  countries,  the 
fair  fex,  though  under  no  reftraint 
in  point  of  perfonal  conf.nement, 
are,  as  I  have  before  remarked,  but 
little  refpefted  ;  and  of  confequence 
their  intercourfe  with  the  other  fex 
has  but  little  effect  upon  the  man- 
ners. In  RufTia,  until  of  late  years, 
they  were  held  to  be  fcarcely  fupe- 
rior  to  domeftic  fervants  ;  were  ac- 
cuftomed  to  be  beaten,  at  the  plea- 
fure  of  their  hufoands  ;  and  even 
the  lign  of  efpoufal  itfelf,  was  an 
inflrument  of  chaftifement.  By 
communication  with  other  nations, 
this  brutality  is  in  a  great  meafure 
worn  off  ;  and  RulTia,  in  confe- 
quence, rifes  in  the  efteem  and 
refpeiTt  of  Europe  :  enough,  how- 
ever, is  yet  left  to  fhew  the  natural 
difpofuion  of  the  people. 

"  Some  refpe6table  writers  have 
attributed  this  fituution  of  the  fe- 
male fex  in  cold  climates,  to  the 
rude  ftate  of  the  people,  but  with- 
out reafon.  Our  anceftors,  the  an- 
cient Germans,  whofe  country, 
though  cold,  was  not  extreme  in 
degree,  held  the  fair  fex  in  the 
higheft  eftimation,  and  even  vene- 
ration ;  and  the  fame  is  the  cafe 
with  the  favage  nations  in  fome  of 
the  more  temperate  climates  of 
America." 
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[From  the  fame  work.] 


T 


EA  appears,  from  the  bcft 
experiments,  to  produce 
fedative  effci'ls  upon  the  nerves,  di- 
minifhing  their  energy,  and  the 
tone  of  the  mufcular  fibres,  and 
inducing  a  conhderable  degree,  both 
of  fenlibility  and  irritability,  upon 
the  whole  fyftem.  It  aUb  promotes 
the  thinner  evacuations  very  power- 
fully, and  diminifiies  the  flefli  and 
bulk  of  thofe  who  ufe  it.  Thele 
effeds  tend  to  impair  the  ftrength, 
and  promote  the  other  confequences 
of  it  upon  the  nervous  fyllem 
above  delcribed.  Hence  the  ufe  of 
tea  has  been  found  very  agreeable 
to  the  ftudious,  efpecially  thofe  en- 
gaged in  the  compolitlon  of  works 
of  genius  and  imagination ;  and 
hence  it  is  emphatically  ftyled  the 
poet's  friend.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  I  believe  that,  at  leaft  with 
us,  it  has  had  the  effect  of  enfeebling 
and  enervating  the  bodies  of  our 
people,  and  of  introducing  fcveial 
diforders  that  arife  from  laxity  and 
debility ;  and  has  been  of  ftill  worfe 
confequence  in  making  way  for  the 
ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors,  which  are 
often  taken  to  relieve  that  deprellion 
which  tea  occafions. 

*'  From  thefe  efFefts  of  tea,  I  can- 
not but  think  that  its  confequences, 
on  the  whole,  have  been  highly 
prejudicial.  It  evidently  injures 
the  health,  and,  by  the  confequences 


lad  mentioned,  tends  to  corrupt  the 
morals  of  the  people  :  and,  in  my 
opinion,  by  the  eftefts  it  produces 
upon  the  nerves,  contributes  to 
abate  courage,  vigour,  and  fteadi- 
nefs  ot  mind  :  circumllances  furely 
of  themfelves  fufficient  to  difcredit 
its  ufe,  with  thofe  who  are  engaged 
in  any  iituation  of  life  that  requires 
exertion  and  refolution.  Perhaps, 
however,  in  the  hot  climates  of 
China  and  Jndia,  the  ufe  of  this 
liquor  may  not  be  fo  prejudicial  as 
in  the  colder  ones  :  it  may  there 
tend  to  abate  the  wearinefs  occafion- 
ed  by  heat,  and,  as  a  grateful  dilu- 
ent, promote  the  thinner  evacua- 
tions ;  which  poffibly  may,  by  cauf- 
ingit  to  pals  off  quickly,  countera£t, 
in  fome  meafure,  its  bad  efteds. 
But  the  noxious  qualities  of  this 
plant  are  not  unknown  even  in  its 
native  countries.  The  Japanefe  are 
fubjecSV  to  the  di.ibetes,  and  to  con- 
lumptive  diforders  refcmbling  the 
atrophy,  from  its  ufe  ;  and  the 
Chinele,  it  is  faid,  are  fo  fenfible 
of  thefe  confequences,  that  they 
rarely  drink  green  tea  at  all,  which 
is  the  moft  remarkable  for  thefe  ef- 
fecfts.  Perhaps  the  diminutive  Ma- 
ture, and  cowardly,  and  at  the  fame 
time  acute  and  tricking  difpofition 
of  the  Chinefe,  may  be  owing, 
in  no  fmall  degree,  to  the  ufe  of  this 
vegetable." 
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\  L  A  \\'  S    of    C  H  I  V  A  L  R  Y. 

[From  the  Hhloiy  of  the  ChcvaUcr  Bayard.] 


«  '-"1  "^KE  fubfequent  articles  were 
J.  agreed  to,  and  obferved,  at 
the  firll:  tournament  that  was  held  in 
Germany,  in  the  year  938,  at  the 
city  of  Magdeburg-,  by  Henry  the 
Fowler. 

"  I.  That  in  following  time,  a 
cuftom  lliould  be  obierved  and  kept 
in  Germany,  and  the  countries 
thereto  belonging,  from  three  years 
to  three  years  (at  the  lead:),  to  ce- 
lebrate joufts  and  tourneys  for  exer- 
cife,  and  to  know  the  nobility  re- 
forting  to  them.  That  all  princes, 
lords,  barons,  and  gentlemen  of 
noble  extradion,  being  well  armed 
and  honourably  accoutred,  fliould 
be  welcome  to  them.  From  thefe 
tournevs  were  to  be  excluded  all 
fuch  as  could  be  detefted  of  blaf- 
pheming  the  facrcd  name  of  God, 
the  moll  Holy  Trinity,^  and  the 
ChrilHan  Catholic  Religion.  If 
any  fuch  perfons  (ftanding  up- 
on the  nobility  of  their  extrac- 
tion) duril  be  fo  bold  as  to  pre- 
fent  themfclves  in  this  aiFembly  ; 
we  ordain,  will,  and  it  is  our  plea- 
furc,  that  they  ftiould  be  difmount- 
ed,  and  deprived  of  their  horfcs 
and  lances  :  and,  as  a  note  of  infamy 
for  ever  after,  fo  long  as  the  tour- 
ney {hall  endure,  fuch  a  man  muft 
yide  upon  the  bar?,  or  rails,  as  a 
man  expofed  to  the  fcorn  of  the 
whole  affembly. 

■**  II.  Whatfoevcr  perfon  of  the 
nobility,  that  iliall  (advifedly  and 
wilfully)  fpcakevilof  the  emperor's 
perfon,  blume  or  contemn  his  ordi- 
nances and  commands,  and  refill 
them  in  deed  or  word,  he  ftiall  be 
ianominioufly  cxpulfed  from  the 
tournev,  lofe  his  horfe  and  tide  the 
^•aik. 


*'  III.  Any  man  of  the  nobility, 
that  (hall  outrage,  or  abufe  (by 
word  or  deed)  the  honour  of  a  wife, 
maid,  or  widow,  and  lliall  polTefs 
him.felf  (by  force  and  viuience)  of 
their  goods  and  poficffions,  or  fiiall 
^ive  aid  and  help,  to  fuch  as  fnall 
fo  wrong  and  abul'e  them  ;  he  iliall 
lofe  his  horfe  and  ride  the  rails. 

"  IV.  From  thefe  tourneys  are 
likcwife  excluded  all  gentlemen,  at- 
tainted and  convifted  of  crimes,  ci- 
ther of  falfliood,  perjury,  or  breach 
of  faith.  Whofoever,  being  fuch  an 
offender,  flmll  dare  to  prefect  him- 
felf  within  the  lifts;  it  is  the  lofs  of 
his  horfe.  and  riding  the  rails. 

"  V-  Whofoever  hath  betrayed 
his  lord,  and  by  fraud  or  craft  hath 
forfaken  him,  either  in  going,  being 
there,  or  returning  from  war,  or 
elfe  hath  perfuaded  his  lords  fer- 
vants  to  do  fo  :  whofoever  hath  not 
affiited  and  defended  hit  fellow-citi- 
zen, his  fervants  or  other  perfons 
(that  did  put  themfelves  into  his 
fafeguard  and  protedion)  from,  all 
injuiVice  and  violence,  but  hath  coun- 
felled  and  procured  the  contrary, 
and  by  fear  and  cowardice,  by 
intelligence  and  wicked  pradice, 
left  and  forfook  them,  when  he 
oui^ht  and  might  have  protefted  him 
or  them  ;  tor  ever  he  is  to  be  ex- 
cluded from  joufts  and  tourneys  : 
but  if  he  dare  prefume  to  preient 
himfelf  at  any,  as  a  maiiifefl:  note  of 
fliame  and  infamy,  he  muff  lofe  his 
horfe,  and  ride  the  rails. 

''  VI.  Whofoever  (hall  have  pro- 
cured the  death  of  his  wile,  or  prac- 
tifed  and  given  confent  thereto: 
whofoever  alfo  hath  favoured,  giv- 
en counfel,  or  lodged  the  murder- 
ers of  his  fovcreign  lord,  cither  be- 
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fore,  or  after  his  death  ;  he  flv.ill 
(lo  :ill  perpetuity)  llaiid  banithcd 
from  thcfe  tourneys,  with  the  loi's 
«;t  his  horfe,  and  riding  the  rails  in- 
ile:id  thereof. 

"  VIL  Whofoever  hath  perpe- 
trated or  committed  facrilegc,  and 
difpoiled  fanc^ilied  places  of  their 
goods  and  riches  :  or  hath  ufarped 
by  torce  and  viol<ince,  thofe  be- 
longing to  widows,  and  orphans, 
without  making  reftitution  (vices, 
which  ought  to  be  reproved  and 
punifred  above  any  other,  efpecially 
in  a  gentleman  of  honour,)  he  is 
to  be  expiilfed  tVom  thefe  joufls,  af- 
ter he  hath  loft  his  horfe,  and  ridden 
the  nils. 

"  Vin.  Whofover  fhall  furprife 
his  enemy  bv  treafon,  either  before 
he  hath  challenged  him,  or  after, 
and  fnail  purine  him  in  any  other 
fort,  than  as  is  allov/ed  by  the  laws 
of  war;  burning  his  houfes  and 
granges,  tearing  up  his  vines  and 
corn,  by  means  wliereot,  dearth  of 
thefe  fruits  of  the  e«rth  may  bring 
hurt  and  damage  to  the  common- 
vvenith  :  whofoever  alfo,  either  by 
hinifelf,  or  fome  other  by  his  intel- 
ligence, {liall  lye  thievifhly  lurking, 
and  wailing  on  the  high  ways  for 
bim  :  all  thefe  having  loft  their 
horfes,  dial!  ride  the  rails. 

"  IX.  Whofoever  fliall  opprefs 
his  fub",e6ts  or  fervants  with  novel 
jmpofitions,  taxes,  and  fubfidies,  ei- 
ther by  land  or  water(without  know- 
legc  and  permiffion  of  his  chief  fove- 
reign  lord)  for  augmenting  and  en- 
crcaling  his  own  private  demefnes  ; 
and  whofoever  in  the  lands  and 
marches  under  his  govcrnmcut,  (liall 
impofc  any  taxation  upon  foreign 
commodities,  by  means  whereof, 
If  rangers  flrall  be  robbed  and  ill  en- 
tisated,  and  traffic   and  commerce 


hJndred ;    he   fiiall   have  his  horfe 
taken  from  him,  and  ride  the  rails. 

"  X,  Whofoever  (being  married) 
fliall  be  convicted  of  adultery  ;  if  he 
be  a  widower,  and  flipU  maintain  a 
married  wife,  a  religious  fifter,  or 
a  devout  woman ;  if  he  fhall  be  a 
nieffenger  to  the  low  countries  of 
women,  or  of  devoted  /iflcrs,  and 
nuns,  or  fliall  have  forcibly  taken 
them  for  his  ufe;  let  him  be  baniihed 
tor  ever  from  the  noble  aflembly  of 
joufts  and  tourneys,  deprived  of  his 
horfe,  and  fent  away  in  a  fliirt  of 
mail,  or  fet  to  ride  on  a  wooden 
hobby  horfe. 

"  XL  If  any  one  of  noble  ex- 
tra£tion,  being  not  fatisfied  with 
fuch  goods,  as  came  to  him  by 
birth,  kindred  and  Inheritance,  or 
otherwife  won  and  conquered,  by 
v/ages  and  penfions  from  his  prince; 
but  fliall  make  himfelf  a  farmer  of 
goods,  fruits,  or  commodities  of 
any  other,  under  borrowed  names, 
becaufc  he  dare  not  himfelf  avouch 
it  ;  he  is  for  ever  to  be  baniflied 
from  this  noble  aflembly  of  joufts 
and  tourneys.  But  if  his  boldnefs 
maketh  him  to  prefume  thither  and 
is  feen  there  ;  let  him  lofe  his 
horfe  and  ride  the  rails. 

"  XII.  If  any  man  fhall  prefent 
himfelf  at  a  jouft  or  tourney,  under 
fltadow  and  pretence,  that  he  hath 
been  enabled  by  his  prince,  and 
therefore  prcfumeth  to  march  equal, 
and  as  a  peer  with  them  of  ancient 
nobility,  and  cannot  be  juftified  by 
his  own  birth  in  the  fourth  degree,  by 
the  father's  ftock,  or  by  the  morher'a 
fide  at  the  leaft  :'  fuch  agentleman 
of  the  firft  edition,  ought  to  be  beaten 
with  rods,  and  fwitches,  his  horfe 
taken  from  him,  and  he  to  ride  the 
rails."       t 
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ENQUIRY  into    the 


LORENZO  of  Dr. 

Thoughts. 


Young's    Night 


[From  Mr.  Croft's  Life  of  Young,  in  Johnson's  Lives  of  the  Poets.] 


V  V  i^f »  I  know  not ;  but  the  fa- 
mous "  De  movtuis  nil  nifi  bonum" 
has  always  ftricken  me  as  favouring 
more  of  female  weaknefs  than  of  man- 
ly reafon.Cenfure  is  not  heard  beneath 
the  tomb  any  more  than  praife.  De 
mortuis  nil  nifi  varum — De  vivis 
nil  nifi  bonum — would  approach 
much  nearer  to  good  fenfe.  After 
all,  the  few  handfuls  of  remaining 
duft  which  once  compofed  the  body 
of  the  author  of  the  Night  Thoughts, 
feel  not  much  concern  whether 
Young  pafles  now  for  a  man  of  for- 
row,  or  for  a  fellow  of  infinite  jeil. 
To  this  favour  muft  come  the  whole 
family  of  Yorick. — His  immortal 
part,  wherever  that  now  dwells,  is 
lUll  lefs  folicitous  on  this  head.  But 
to  a  fon  of  worth  and  fenfibility  it  is 
of  fome  little  confequcnce  whether 
contemporaries  believe,  and  pofte- 
rity  be  taught  to  believe,  that  his 
ilebauched  and  reprobate  life  caft  a 
Stygian  gloom  over  the  evening  of 
his  father's  days,  faved  him  the 
trouble  of  feigning  a  charafter  com- 
pletely deteftable,  and  fucceeded  at 
lafl:  in  bringing  his  grey  hairs  with 
forrow  to  the  grave. 

*'  The  humanity  of  the  world, 
little  fatisfied  with  inventing  perhaps 
a  melancholy  difpofition  for  the  fa- 
ther, proceeds  next  to  invent  an  ar- 
gument in  fupport  oftheir  invention, 
and  choofes  that  Lorenzo  fliould 
fete  Young's  own  fon.  The  Bio- 
graphia  pretty  roundly  aflerts  this 
to  be  a  fa(5l  ;  of  the  abfolute 
impollibility  of  which  the  Bio- 
grjphia  itfelf,    in  particular   dates, 


contains  undeniable  evidence.  Read- 
ers I  know  there  are  of  a  ftrange 
turn  of  mind,  who  will  hereafter 
perufe  the  Night  Thoughts  with 
lefs  fatisfadion  ;  who  will  wiflt  they 
had  been  ftill  deceived  ;  who  will 
quarrel  with  me  far  difcovering  that 
no  fuch  charafter  as  Lorenzo  ever 
yet  difgraced  human  nature,  or 
broke  a  father's  heart.  Yet  would 
thefe  admirers  of  the  fublime  and 
terrible  be  offended,  fhould  you  fet 
them  down  tor  cruel  and  for  favage, 

"  Of  this  report,  inhuman  to  the 
furviving  fon,  if  it  be  untrue,  in 
proportion  as  the  chara£fer  of  Lo- 
renzo is  diabolical,  where  are  we  to 
find  the  proofs  ?  Perhaps  it  is  clear 
frotn  the  performance  itlelf.  From 
the  firft  line  to  the  laft  of  the  Night 
Thoughts  no  one  expreflion  can  be 
difcovered  which  betrays  any  thing 
like  the  father.  In  the  fecond  Night 
I  find  an  expreiiion  which  betrays 
fomething  elfe  ;  that  Lorenzo  was  his 
friend  ;  one,  it  is  poifible,  of  his 
former  companions  ;  one  of  the 
Duke  of  Wharton's  fett.  The 
poet  flyles  him  gay  friend  —  an  ap- 
pellation not  vei7  natural  from  a 
pious  incenfed  fathertofuch  abeing 
as  he  paints  Lorenzo,  and  that  being 
his  fon. 

"  But  let  us  fee  how  he  has 
fketched  this  dreadful  portrait,  from 
the  fight  of  fome  of  vvhofe  features' 
the  artllf  himfelf  muft  have  turned 
away  with  horror  !  —  A  fubjeclmore 
fliockiag,  if  his  only  child  really 
fat  to  him,  than  the  crucifixion  of 
Michael  Angelo;  upon  the  horrid 
ftory  told  of  which,  Young  com- 
pofed 


The  LORENZO  of  Dr.  YOUNG's  NIGHT  THOUGHTS.  [175] 


pofed  a  (hort  poem  of  fourteen  lines 
in  the  early  part  of  lite,  which  he 
did  not  think  deferved  to  be  repub- 
lilhed. 

"  In  the  fir  ll:  Night,  the  add  re  fs 
to  the  poet's  fuppoled  fon  is, 

"  Lorenzo,  Fortune  makes  her  court  to 
thee.  " 

"In  the  fifth  Night — 

"  And    burns    Ii®renzo     ftill     for    the 

fublime 
Of  life  ?      To   hang   his   hairy   neft   on 

high?" 

Is  this  a  pidure  of  the  fon  of  the 
reftor  of  WelKvyn  ? 
"  Eighth  Night  — 

'*  In  foreign  realms  (for  thou  has  travell'd 
far)-" 

which  even  now  does  not  apply  to 
his  fon. 

"  In  Night  five  — 
"  So  wept  Lorenzo  fair  Clarlffa's  fate, 
Who  gave  that  angel-boy  on  whom  he 

dotes, 
And   died   to  give  him,  orphan'd  in  his 

birth  !" 

*'  At  the  beginning  ^f  the  fifth 
Night  we  find  — 

-*'  Lorenzo  !  to  recriminate  is  juft. 
I  grant  the  man  is  vain  who  writes  for 
praife." 

*'  But,  to  cut  fliort  all  enquiry, 
if  any  one  of  thefe  paflagcs,  if  any 
palfage  in  the  poems,  be  applicable, 
my  friend  fliall  pafs  for  Lorenzo. 
The  fon  of  the  author  of  the  Night 
Thoughts  was  not  old  enough,  when 
the  Night  Thoughts  were  written, 
to  recriminate,  or  to  be  a  father. 
The  Night  Thoughts  were  begun 
immediately  after  the  mournful  e- 
vents  of  1740.  The  firft  Nights  ap- 
pear in  the  Stationers  books  as  the 
property  of  Robert  Dodlley,  in 
1742.  The  Preface  to  Night  Seven 
is  dated  July  the  7th,  1744.  The 
marriage,  in  confequence  of  which 
the  fuppofed  Lorenzo  was  born, 
happened  in  April,  1732.   Young's 


child  was  not  born  till  June  1733. 
In  1740  this  Lorenzo,  this  finilLed 
infidel,  thisfather,  towhofeeducation 
Vice  had  for  fome  years  put  the  laft 
hand,  was  only  feven  years  old.  A 
anecdote  of  this  cruel  fort,  fo  open  to 
contradiAion,  fo  impoffible  to  be 
true,  who  could  propagate  ?  Thus 
eafily  are  blafted  the  reputations  of 
the  living  and  of  the  dead. 

"  Who  then  was  Lorenzo  ?  ex- 
claim the  readers  I  have  mentioned. 
If  he  was  not  his  fon,  was  he  not 
his  nephew,  his  coufin  ? 

"  Thefe  are  qucftions  which  I  do 
not  pretend  to  anfwer.  For  the  fake 
of  human  nature,  I  could  wifli  Lo- 
renzo to  have  been  only  the  creation 
of  the  poet's  fancy.  That  this  was 
the  cafe,  many  expreffions  in  the 
Night  Thoughts  would  feein  to 
prove,  did  not  a  paflage  in  Night 
Eight  appear  to  (hew  that  he  had 
fornebody  in  his  eye  for  the  ground- 
work at  leaft  of  the  painting.  Love- 
lace or  Lorenzo  may  be  felo-ned 
characters ;  but  a  writer  does  not 
feign  a  name  of  which  he  only  gives 
the  initial  letter  : 

"  Tell   not   Califta.      She   will  laugh 
dead, 
Or  fend    thee    to    her    hermitage  with 

"  The  Biographia,  not  fatisfied 
with  pointing  out  the  fon  of  Young, 
in  that  fon's  life-time,  as  his  father's 
Lorenzo,  travels  out  of  its  way  into 
the  hiftory  of  the  fon,  and  tells  of 
his  having  been  forbidden  his  college 
at  Oxford  for  mifbehaviour,  and  of 
his  long  labouring  under  the  difplea- 
fure  of  his  father.  How  fuch  anec- 
dotes, were  they  true,  tend  to  illu- 
ftrate  the  Life  of  Young,  it  is  not 
eafy  to  difcover.  If  the  fon  of  the  au- 
thor of  the  Night  Thoughts  was  in- 
deed forbidden  his  college,  for  a  time, 
at  one  of  our  univerfities,  the  author 
of  Paradife  Loft  was  Uifgraccfully 

ejedei 
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ejefted  from  the  other,  with  the  ad- 
ilitional  uiJi^iiLty  of  public  corporal 
correction.  From  j uveuile  follies  who 
is  free  ?  Were  Nature  to  indulge 
the  fon  of  Young  with  a  fccond 
youth,  and  to  leave  him  at  the  fame 
time  the  experience  of  that  which  is 
paft,  he  would  probably  pafs  it  dif- 
ferently (who  would  not  f)  he 
would  certainly  be  the  occalion  of 
lefs  uneafinefs  to  his  lather; — but, 
from  the  fame  experience,  he  would 
as  certainly  be  treated  in  a  different 
manner  by  his  father.  Young  was 
a  poet :  poets  (with  reverence  be  it 
fpoken)  do  not  make  the  bed  pa- 
rents. Fancy  and  imagination  fel- 
cioni    dei"n    to    Hood    trom    their 


heights  ;  always  (loop  unwillingly 
to  the  low  level  of  common  d  tties. 
Aloof  from  vulgar  life,  they  purfne 
ti)eir  rapid  fligiu  beyond  the  ken  of 
mortals,  and  defcend  not  to  earth 
but  when  obligtd  by  neceffity.  The 
profe  of  ordinary  occurrences  is  be- 
neath the  dignity  of  poetry. 

"  Yet  the  fon  of  Young  would 
almoft  fooner,  I  know,  pals  for  a 
Lorenzo,  than  fee  himfelf  vindicat- 
ed, at  the  expence  of  his  father's 
memory,  from  follies  which,  if  it 
was  blameable  in  a  boy  to  have  com- 
mitted them,  it  is  furely  praife-wor- 
thy  in  a  inan  to  lament,  and  cer- 
tainly not  only  unneceflary  but 
cruel  in  a  biographer  to  record." 


ESTIMATE  of  Mr.RlCH  ARDSON's  MERIT. 
[From  Mr.  Sherlock's  Letters.] 


«  ^T  O  U  have  wit,  tafle,  fenfe, 
\  and  fentiment,  and  you 
don't  like  Richardfon.  \\h\\,  that 
is  to  me  aftonifliing.  He  has  but 
one  great  fault,  and  unfortunately 
eveiy  body  feels  it.  The  deledt 
might  be  cured  ;  and  it  is,  in  my 
opinion,  an  objeft  well  worthy  the 
attcniion  of  the  nation  to  have  it 
remedied 

"  Richardfon';  views  were  grand. 
His  foul  was  noble,  and  his  heart 
was  excellent.     He  formed  a   plan 
that  embraced    all    human  nature. 
His  objeft  was  to  benefit  mankind. 
His  knowledge  of  the  world  fliewcd 
him  that  happinefs  was  to  be  attain- 
ed by  man,  only  in  proportion  as  he 
pnifc^fifed    virtue.     His    good    fenfe 
then  fhewed  him  that  no  praftical 
fyftem  of  morality  eziifted  ;  and  the 
f.inie  good  fenfe  told  hUn   that  no- 
thing but  a  body  of  morality,  put 
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into  aftion,  could  work  with  elEcacy 
on  the  minds  of  youth.  Sermons 
and  eflays,  experience  fliewed  him, 
were  ineffeftual.  The  manner  of 
them  was  dry  and  uninterePdng  to 
young  people  ;  and  arguments  ad- 
drcffed  to  what  is  weakeil  in  youth, 
to  their  underftandings,  he  clearly 
perceived  were  without  effedt.  He 
faw  farther,  that  example  was  the 
great  point  which  formed  the  young; 
and  he  faw  that  man  was  compofed 
of  paffions  and  imagination  as  well 
as  of  underilanding. 

"  Thefc  were  his  general  prin- 
ciples ;  and  upon  thefc  principles  he 
reafoned  thus :  Mankind  is  naturally 
good,  for  it  is  rare  to  meet  young" 
people  with  bad  hearts.  A  young 
man,  then,  coming  into  the  world, 
wifiies  to  be  perfeW.  Bi.!t  how  (hall 
he  learn  ?  The  world  is  a  bad 
fchool ;  and  precepts  fcattered  up- 


ESTIMATE  OF  MR.  RICHARDSON's  MERIT.         [177] 


and  down  in  books  of  morality  are 
of  little  ule.  An  example  would 
form  him  ;  but  whet-e  is  it  to  be 
found  ?  None  exifts.  I  will  then 
create  one  for  him.  I  will  fet  be- 
fore him  a  model  of  perfcftioh. 
The  more  he  imitates  ir^  the  more 
perfeft  he  will  be  ;  the  more  perfeft 
he  is,  the  happier  he  will  be. 

**  As  he  reafoned  upon,  man,  fo 
he  reafoned  upon  vvom-an.  He  aim- 
ed at  no  lefs  than  beftowing  felicity 
on  the  generation  he  faw  rifmsf  be- 
fore  him,  and  on  every  one  that  was 
to  fucceed  it.  And  had  he  not  had 
powers  to  accomplifli  this  aim,  his 
wifli  was  fo  grand,  fo  noble,  and  of 
fuch  a  fuperior  order  of  benevolence, 
that  that  alone  would  have  entitled 
him  to  Immortality  :  I  had  almoll 
faid  canonization. 

"  But  fuch  is  the  perverfenefs 
and  weaknefs  of  mankind,  that  what 
conftitutes  Richardfon's  greateil:  me- 
rit, is  conlidered  by  many  as  a  ca- 
pital defeft  in  his  conception.  They 
objeft  that  fuch  a  woman  as  Clarifla, 
and  fuch  a  man  as  fir  Charles  Gran- 
difon,  having  never  exifted,  the  au- 
thor has  created  palpable  chimsras, 
and  confequently  his  creations  are 
ufelefs  and  unaffeding.  How  con- 
fident are  the  reafonings  of  men  ! 
Century  after  century,  and  country 
after  country,  have  vied  with  each 
other  in  praifmg  the  work  and  the 
author  of  the  Venus  of  Medici .  Yet 
this  work  muil:  be  univerfally  allow- 
ed to  be  farther  from  nature  than 
Richardfon's  Clarifla.  No  woman 
ever  came  near  the  beauty  of  this 
flatue  ;  yet,  has  that  diminifhed  the 
merits  of  the  author  ?  Has  he  not 
always  been,  and  is  he  not  hourly 
and  ju'lly  admired  for  the  ingenuity 
of  4jis  idea,  though  this  idea  is  to- 
tally barren  of  profit  to  the  world  ? 

"  Not  fo  with  Clariflli :  flie  muft 
profit    every    female   that  beholdg 
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her.  Though  the  whole  of  thefe 
two  imaginary  beings  did  evidently 
never  exift,  yet  fo  great  has  heed 
the  maftery  of  thefe  uncommoil 
artilTis,  that  there  is  not  a  particle 
in  the  compofition  of  the  ilatue^ 
nor  a  trait  in  the  characler  or  con- 
duft  of  the  heroine,  that  can  be  faid 
to  deviateiri  the  minuteO  degree  from 
theprecife  line  ot  nature  and  of  truth. 

"  Richardfon  has  done  no  more 
than  animate  the  Venus  of  Medici. 
The  Grecian  fculptor  had  created 
of  every  creature's  beft,  a  marble 
body :  the  Englifli  writer  createdL 
equally  of  every  creature's  befl",  a 
foul,  a  mind,  a  genius  for  that 
body.  Can  any  man  pretend  to  be: 
conliilent  with  himfelf,  who  admires 
the  one,  and  condemns  the  other  ? 
Suppofe  the  tv.'o  the  work  of  the 
Greek,  and  I  will  venture  to  fay, 
this  would  have  been  the  language 
of  the  world  :  "  When  the  fculp- 
tor created  that  form,  he  furpaffed 
men ;  but  when  he  created  that 
genius  and  that  foiil,  he  rivalled  the 
gods." 

"  The  writers  of  England  excel 
thofe  of  all  other  nations  in  the  pa- 
thetic; and  R^ichardfon  in  this  point 
is,  I  think,  fuperior  to  all  his  coun- 
trymen. He  makes  one  cry  tod 
hiuch  :  and  by  a  very  fingular  ta- 
lent, peculiar  to  himfelf  alone,  he 
fills  our  eyes  almoft  as  often  by  ele-- 
vated  fentiments,  as  he  does  by  ten- 
der ones.  He  abounds  with  ftrokes 
of  greatnefs,  fometimes  in  the  ac-i 
tions,  and  fometimes  inthe  fentiments 
of  his  charafters,  which  raife  the 
reader's  foul,  and  make  the  tear  of 
generofity  fpring  into  his  eye  he 
knows  not  whence, 

"  Here  are  three  llrokes  of  pa- 
thos ;  tell  me  which  of  therii  yoa 
like  beft. 

"  When  the  tyrannical  Capulet 
fays  to  his  daughter  : 

M  "  Thurfdsv, 
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«'  ThurWay  is  near  ; 
"  If   you  he  mine,  I'll  give  you  to  my 

"  friend  : 
"  If  you  be  not,  hang,  beg,  flarve,    die 

"  i'th'  ftrects, 
*«  For  by  my  foul,  I'll  ne'er  acknowledge 

"  thee." 

"  Then  Juliet ; 
«'  Is  there  no  Pity  fitting  in  the  clouds, 
«'  That   fees    into    the    bottom    of    my 

"  grief  ? 
"  O    fweet    my    mother,    caft   me   not 
"  aw:^y." 
*♦  Is  not   that  earneft  appeal  to 
heaven  moft  folemnly  moving  ?  and 
then  that  paffionate  addrefs  to  her 
■mother,  as  her  only  refource  after 
Providence,  is  exceedingly  affeamg. 
The  confunon  too    in   placing  her 
words,  Ofiveet  wv  mother,  tor  O  wy 
pvoeet  mother,  is  infinitely  beautiful  : 
it  is  fomewhat  like  Virgil's  Me,  me 
adfum  qui  feci. 

""  The  next  is  from  Otway. 
When  Jaffier  gives  Belvidera  to  Re- 
nault, and  gives  him  with  her  a  dag- 
ger, defiring  him,  when  he  proves 
unworthy,  to  ftrike  it  to  her  heart; 
Belvidera's    anfwer    is     nnmitably 

fine. 

"  O  thou  unkind  one  '. 
<■<■  "'  •  Have  I  deferv'd  this  from  you  ? 
*'  Look  on  me,  tell  me, 
"  Why  am  I  feparated  from  thy  love  .' 


"  If  I  am  falfe,  accufe  me,  but  if  true,        ^ 
"  Don't,  pr'ythcc  don't   in  poverty  for- 

"  fake  me, 
"  But  pity  the  fad  heart  that's  torn  with 
"  parting." 
"  No  man  can  write  better  than 
this.    That  line,  "  Don't,  pr'jthee, 
don't  in  poverty  forfake  me,"  is  a- 
bovc  praile.     Every   word  of  it  is 
a  beauty.    The  words  '■'■lut  if  true, 
introduce  this   affedfing  clofe  with 
peculiar  happinefs,  becaufe  the  au- 
dience,   knowing  that  (he  /.«  true, 
feels  more  deeply  for  her  forrows. 

"  The    third    is    from    Clarifla. 
After  (he  has  efcaped  from  Love- 
lace, and  is  lodged. at  a  glove-ftiop, 
King-Street,    Covent-Gardcn,    ihe 
writes  a  letter  to  her  nurfe,  Mrs. 
Norton,  in  which  are  thefe  words  : 
"  I  am  afraid  m  Poor,  as  I  ufed  to 
"  call  the  good  creatures  to  whofc 
"  neceffities  I  was  wont  to  admini- 
"  fter  by  your  faithful  hands,  have 
"  miffed  me  of  late.  But  now,  alas '. 
"  I  am  poor  myfelf."    When  Cla- 
riffa's  Hory  is  known,  and  the  whole 
of  her  charaaer,  and  her   prefent 
iituation    conlidered,    "  But  now, 
alas  !  I  am  poor  myfelf'  is  irrefiftible. 
"  I  do  not  believe  any  language, 
ancient  or  modern,  can  flievv  three 
traits  equal  to  thefe." 


On  the  LITERARY  EDUCATION  of  WOMEN. 

[From  Mr.  Knox's  Liberal  Education.] 


«'  r-r^  HERE  are  many  preju- 
J[  dices  entertained  aga-nft 
the  charafter  of  a  learned  lady  ;  and 
perhaps  if  all  ladies  were  profoundly 
learned,  fome  inconveniencies  might 
arife  from  it:  but  I  mufl  own  it 


does  not  appear  to  me,  that  a  wc 
man  will  be  rendered  lefs  acceptable 
in  the  world,  or  worfe  qualified  to 
perform  any  part  of  her  duty  in  it, 
by  having  employed  the  time  froni 
fix  to  fixteen,  in'  the  cultivation  of 

her 
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her  mind.  Time  enough  will  re- 
main, after  a  few  hours  every  day 
fpent  in  reading,  tor  the  improve- 
ment of  the  perlbn,  and  the  acqui- 
fitionofthe  ufual  accomplilhnients. 
With  rcfpeft  to  thefe  accomplifli- 
ments,  I  will  not  prefume  to  direft 
the  method  of  purfuing  them.  I 
will  not  fo  far  intrude  on  a  province, 
which  by  no  means  belongs  to  me. 
The  ladies  themlclvcs,  and  their  in- 
ftruc'tors,  want  no  directions  in  mat- 
ters of  external  ornament,  the  end  of 
which  is  to  pleafe  on  intuition. 
However  arrogant  the  men  have 
been  in  their  claims  of  fupeiiority, 
they  have  ufually  allowed  the  ladies 
the  poiVelfion  of  a  delicate  talle  in 
the  improvement  and  perception  of 
all  kinds  of  beauty. 

*'  The  literary  education  of  wo- 
men ought  indiiputably  to  be  varied 
according  to  their  fovtunes,  and  their 
expettations  Much  refinement, 
and  ataftefor  books,  will  injure  her, 
whole  time,  from  prudential  mo- 
tives, muft  be  entirely  engrofled  by 
oeconomy.  Few  women  are  indeed 
exempted  trom  all  attention  to  do- 
melVic  care.  But  yet  the  unmarried, 
and  thofe  who  enjoy  opulence,  find 
many  intervals  which  they  otten  de- 
vote to  Ibmc  Ipecies  of  reading. 
And  there  is  no  doubt,  but  that  the 
reading  would  be  feleded  with  more 
judgment,  and  would  afford  more 
pleafure  and  advantage,  if  the  talle 
were  termed  by  early  culture. 

*'  I  will  then  venture  to  recom- 
mend, th;it  ladies  of  this  defcription 
fliould  have  a  clalfical  education. 
But  let  not  tile  reader  be  alarmed. 
I  mean  not  to  advife,  that  they 
Ihould  be  initiated,  without  cxccp 
tion,  in  Greek  and  Latin  ;  but  that 
they  Ihould  be  well  and  early  ac- 
quainted with  the  French  and  the 
Englifn  dallies. 

*'  As  icon  a3  they  can  read  with 


fluency,  let  them  begin  to  learn 
Lowth's  Grammar,  and  to  read  at 
the  lame  time  lome  very  eafy  and' 
elegant  author,  with  a  view  to  ex- 
emplify the  rules.  They  fhould 
learn  a  part  in  grammar  every  morn- 
ing, and  then  proceed  to  rend  a  lef- 
fon  ;  juft  in  the  manner  obferved  in. 
clalhcal  fchools  in  learning  Latin. 
After  a  year  fpent  in  this  method,  if 
the  fuccefs  is  adequate  to  the  time, 
they  fliould  advance  to  French,  and 
fludy  that  language  exa6tly  in  the 
fiune  mode.  In  the  French  gram- 
mar, it  will  not  be  neceirary  to  go 
through  thofe  particulars  which  are 
common  to  the  grammars  of  all  lan- 
guages, and  which  have  been  learn- 
ed in  iludying  Englilh. 

"  Several  years  fliould  be  fpent 
in  this  elementary  procefs  ;  and 
when  the  fcholar  is  perteftly  ac- 
quainted with  orthography  and  gram- 
mar, flie  may  then  proceed  to  the  cul- 
tivation of  tafte.  Milton,  Addifon, 
and  Pope,  muft  be  the  ftanding  mo- 
dels in  Englidi  ;  Boileau,  Fonte- 
nelle,  and  Vertot,  in  French  ;  and 
I  wilh  thefe  to  be  attended  to  folely 
for  a  conliderable  time.  Manv  in- 
conveniencies  arife  from  enarasinof 
young  mmds  in  the  perufal  of  too 
many  books.  After  thefe  authors 
have  been  read  over  with  attention, 
and  with  a  critical  obfervation  of 
their  beauties,  the  fcholar  may  be 
permitted  to  feleft  any  of  the  ap- 
proved writers  of  France  and  Eng- 
land, for  her  own  improvement. 
She  will  be  able  to  fele£l:  with  fome 
judgment,  and  will  have  laid  a  foun- 
dation which  will  bear  any  fuper- 
ilruifture.  Her  mind,  if  flie  has 
been  fuccefsful  in  this  courfe,  will 
have  imbibed  an  elegance  which 
will  naturally  ditfufe  Itfelf  over  her 
converfatlon,  addrefs,  and  behavi- 
our. Jt  is  well  known,  that  internal 
beauty  contributes  much  to  perfei^ 

M  z  external 
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external  grace.  I  believe  it  will 
alfo  be  favourable  to  virtue,  and 
will  operate  greatly  in  reilraining 
from  any  conduft  grofsly  indelicate, 
and  obvioully  improper.  Much  oj- 
the  profligacy  ot  female  manners 
has  proceeded  from  a  levity  occa- 
fioned  by  a  want  of  a  proper  educa- 
tion. She  who  has  no  tafte  for  well 
written  books,  will  often  be  at  a 
lofs  how  to  fpend  her  time ;  and 
the  confequences  of  fuch  a  ifate  are 
too  frequent  not  to  be  known,  and 
too  fatal  not  to  be  dreaded  and 
avoided. 

"  Whenever  a  young  lady  in 
Cafy  circumftances  appears  to  poflefs 
a  genius,  and  an  inclination  tor 
learned  purfuits,  I  will  venture  to 
fay,  Are  ought,  if  her  fituation  and 
conne6tions  permit,  to  be  early  in- 
ftru£led  in  the  elements  of  Latin 
and  Greek.  Her  mind  is  certainly 
as  capable  of  improvement,  as  that 
of  the  other  lex.  The  inftances 
which  might  be  brought  to  prove 
this,  are  all  too  well  known  to  ad- 
mit of  citation.  And  the  method  to 
be  purfued  muft  be  exaftly  the  fame 
as  that  which  is  ufcd  in  the  private 
tuition  of  boys,  when  judicioufly 
conduced. 

"  And  here  I  cannot  refrain  from 
adding,  that  though  1  difapprove, 
for  the  moll:  part,  of  private  tuition 
for  boys,  yet  1  very  ferioufiy  re- 
commend it  to  girls,  with  little  ex- 
ception. All  fenlible  people  agree 
in  thinkincr    that  larse  femiiiaries 


ot  young  ladles,  though  managed 
with  all  the  vigilance  and  caution 
which  human  abilities  can  exert, 
are  in  danger  of  great  corruption. 
Vanity  and  vice  will  be  introduced 
by  fome  among  a  large  number,  and 
the  contagion  foon  fpreads  with  irre- 
firtible  violence.  Who  can  be  fo 
proper  an  inftrudtor  and  guardian, 
as  a  tender  and  a  fenfible  mother  ? 
Where  can  virgin  innocence  and  de- 
licacy be  better  protected,  than  un- 
der a  parent's  roof,  and  in  a  father's 
and  a  brother's  bofom  ?  Certainly 
no  where,  provided  that  the  parents 
are  fenhble  and  virtuous,  and  that 
the  houfe  is  free  from  improper  or 
dangerous  connexions.  But  where 
the  parents  are  much  engaged  in 
pleafure,  or  in  buiinefs ;  where  they 
are  ignorant  or  vicious ;  where  a  fa- 
mily is  expofed  to  the  viiits  or  con- 
flant  company  of  libertine  young 
perfons ;  there  it  is  certainly  expe- 
dient to  phice  a  daughter  under  the 
care  of  fome  of  thofe  judicious  ma- 
trons, who  prelide  over  the  fchools 
in  or  near  the  metropolis.  But  I 
believe  it  often  happens,  that  young- 
ladies  are  fent  from  their  parent's 
eye,  to  thefe  feminaries,  principally 
with  a  view  to  form  connexions.  I 
leave  it  to  the  heart  of  a  feeling 
father  to  determine,  whether  it  is 
not  cruel  to  endanger  the  morals  of 
his  offspring  for  the  fake  of  pro- 
moting her  intereft,  or  of  gratify- 
ing her  vanity  and  his  own  ambi- 
tion." 


ilovV 
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How  EDUCATION  fiiould  be  condu£led  with  regard  to  revealed 

Religion. 


[From  Lord  Kaims's  Loose  Hints  upon  Education.] 


**  XT' THAT  remains  with  refpeft 
\\  to  religious  education,  is 
to  add  a  few  hints  upon  revealed  re- 
ligion. This  may  be  tliought  an 
extremely  delicate  point  ;  becauleiin 
endeavouring  to  inli:ru6l  young  peo- 
ple in  the  revelation  that  ought  to 
be  embraced,  there  may  be  danger 
of  leading  them  aftray.  As  re- 
vealed religion  is  not  flamped  on 
the  heart,  but  requires  profound 
reafoning  and  the  knowledge  of 
many  obfcure  fa(5ts,  we  are  apt  to 
conclude  that  it  ought  to  be  delayed 
till  the  faculty  of  reafon  be  ripe  ; 
which  refolves  In  leaving  every  per- 
fon  to  judge  for  themfelves.  But 
this  opinion  oughtnot  to  be  adopted  ; 
for  as  the  generality  of  men  aie  in- 
capable to  judge  of  a  matter  fo  in- 
tricate, they  muft  be  led.  Now,  I 
fay,  that  it  is  better  for  them  to  be 
led  in  their  younger  years  by  a 
kindly  parent  or  tutor,  than  to  be 
left  to  form  an  opinion  afterward  as 
chance  ftiall  direft.  For  this  rea- 
fon, I  am  clear  that  children  be  edu- 
cated in  the  rsligion  citabiilhcd  or 
tolerated  by  law.  Nor-  ought  this 
to  be  conlidevedas  a  rafliconceffion  ; 
for  fure  I  am,  that  ninety-nine  of 
a  hundred  have  no  better  founda- 
tion to  build  their  faith  upon.  It 
may  be  demanded  then,  where  lies 
the  merit  of  a  Chrifrianabove  a  Ma- 
hometan or  a  Pagan  ?  I  admit, 
that  It  cannot  lie  in  following 
blindly  the  profeffion  of  one's  an- 
eeftors.  But  as  the  Chriftian  reve- 
lation is  the  moft  perfeft  of  all,  and 
the  pureil  in  its  dodlrines,  it  is 
^lighly  meritorious  in  a  Turk  or  a 


Pagan,  who  feeks  truth  with  a  fin- 
cere  heart,  to  become  a  true  Chrif- 
tian.  At  the  fame  time,  I  am  far 
from  thinking,  th;it  Chriftlanlty  is 
the  only  road  to  heaven.  All  who 
have  a  goud  heart  with  a  clear  con- 
fcience,  will  meet  with  the  fame  re- 
ward. It  is  not  material  in  the 
fight  of  the  Almighty,  whether  the 
religion  they  have  been  taught  is  or 
is  not  orthodox,  provided  they  be 
fincere.  People  follow  naturally 
and  Innocently  the  faith  of  their 
parents  ;  and  the  generality  have 
no  other  means  tor  embracing  a  re- 
velatl m,  real  or  pretended.  How 
lew  are  there  who  can  depend  on 
their  own  judgmspt,  in  making  a 
choice  !  Are  people  to  be  con- 
demned for  judging  wrong,  who 
cannotjudge  at  all  ?  To  me  there- 
fore it  appears  evidently  the  will  of 
God,  that  fincerity  fnould  be  the 
only  title  to  his  favour,  leaving  men 
to  their  own  belief. 

"It  is  at  the  fame  time  ex- 
tremely convenient,  that  people 
fliould  be  of  the  religion  of  their 
country.  Therefore,  whatever  un- 
lucky doubts  or  fcruples  may  haunt 
a  man  with  refpedt  to  that  religion, 
he  ought  to  conceal  them  from  his 
children.  In  a  ChrllHan  country, 
let  him  employ  all  honed:  means  to 
breed  his  children  lincereChriftlans, 
To  that  end,  among  other  particu- 
lars more  material,  a  fet  of  prints 
reprefenting  the  hifiory  of  the  O'd 
and  New  Tellament,  will  contri- 
bute greatly.  Young  creatures  de- 
light in  plilures  ;  andby  that  means, 
the  material  fads  relative  to  ChrilH- 

M  3  anlty 
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anity  may  be  deeply  {lamped  on 
their  minds,  leaving  when  they 
grow  up  little  inclination  to  doubt 
of  their  reality. 

*'  Here  indeed  I  zealoufly  ex- 
hort parents  and  teachers  to  guard 
againll  bigotry  and  luperftition, 
which,  if  early  fown  in  young 
minds,  are  not  eafily  rooted  out. 
Teach  your  children  to  prefer  their 
own  religion  ;  but  inculcate  at  the 
fame  time  that  the  virtuous  are  ac- 
ceptable to  God,  however  errone- 
ous in  point  of  belief.  Prefs  it 
home  on  them,  that  there  is  nothing 
in  nature  to  hinder  different  fefts  oi 
Chriftians  from  living  amicably  to- 
gether, more  than  different  fefts  of 
philofophers,  or  of  men  who  work 
in  dift'erent  arts  :  efpecially  as  the 
articles  of  faith  that  diftinguifli 
thefe  fefts  are  purely  fpeculative  : 
they  have  no  relation  to  moral?,  nor 
any  influence  on  our  condu61.  Yet 
from  thefe  diftinftions  have  pro- 
ceeded rancour  and  animolity,  as  if 
our  mofl;  important  concerns  had 
been  at  flake.  In  a  different  view, 
the  abfurdity  appears  flill  more 
glaring.  Thefe  articles,  the  great- 
er part  at  leafi,  relate  to  fubjects 
beyond  the  reach  of  human  under- 
flanding ;  fo  that  no  man  cim  fay 
whether  they  are  falfe  or  true.  The 
Almighty  by  his  works  of  creation 
has  made  his  wifdom  and  benevo- 
lence manifefl; :  but  he  has  not  found 
it    neceiTary   to  explain  to  his  crea- 


tures the  manner  of  his  exigence  ; 
and  in  all  appearance  the  manner  of 
his  exiilence  is  beyond  the  reach  of 
our  conceptions.  Yet  Athanafius, 
that  great  champion  tor  blind  cre- 
dulity, and  who  tor  that  reafon  has 
been  dubbed  a  faint,  handles  the 
fubjccf  with  as  great  affurance  of 
being  in  the  right,  as  if  it  had  been 
revealed  to  him  from  heaven.  Cer- 
tain it  is,  that  the  propolitions  laid 
down  in  his  creed,  are  far  beyond 
the  reach  of  human  knowledge.  I 
forbear  to  mention,  that  the  greater 
part  of  them,  if  they  have  any 
difiinft  meaning,  contradict  common 
fenfe.  And  yet,  good  God  !  what 
oceans  of  blood  have  been  flied  by 
the  inveteracy  of  the  orthodox 
againft  the  Arians,  occafioned  chiefly 
by  that  very  creed  ;  men  maffacring 
one  another  without  remorfe,  and 
even  without  piry — more  cruel  far 
than  beafls  of  prey,  who  never  kill 
but  for  food.  Perfecution  for  the 
fake  of  religion,  would  have  been 
entirely  prevented  by  wholefome 
education,  inHilling  into  the  minds 
of  young  people,  that  difference  in 
opinion  is  no  juft  caufe  of  difcord  ; 
and  that  different  fecSfs  may  live 
amicably  together,  In  a  word,  ne- 
glect no  opportunity  to  imprefs  on 
the  mind  of  your  pupils,  that  reli- 
gion is  given  for  our  good  ;  and  that 
no  religion  can  be  true  that  tends  to 
diltiub  the  peace  of  fociety." 


The   RURAL   TASTE  of    a   London   Tradesman's  Wife, 
humouroufly  expofed. 

[From  the  St,  Jamls's  Chronicle.] 

**  SiK,  ritics  of  a  wife.     You  mufl  know, 

EVER  was   any  poor  devil     fir,   though  her  father  was  a  carcafe- 

ol^    a  hufband  plagued    in     butcher   in   White-chapel,    though 

the  miinnjr  I  am  with  the  fingula-    fhe   was   educated  at   a    boarding- 
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fchool  in  Thames -ftreet,  and  never 
travelled  farther  than  Bcthnal-green, 
or  Koxton,  or  Hackney,  or  New- 
ington-Butts  ;  yet  fhe  affcds  luch  a 
talte  and  paffion  tor  fhe  country,  as 
would  have  ruined  the  patience  of 
all  the  heathen  philofophers  put 
together :  every  room  in  my  houfe, 
from  the  cellar  to  the  garrets,  bears 
teflimony  to  her  rural  ideas  in  fome 
way  or  other  :  the  leads  of  my 
houle,  and  the  rails  of  the  windows, 
are  crowded  with  pots  and  pans,  and 
vegetables,  and  cver-greens,  like 
the  fliop  of  a  botaniil  or  feedfman. 
When  I  go  into  the  kitchen,  I  find 
the  light,  which  is  none  of  the 
livelieft  at  the  bell,  totally  fliut  out 
by  a  range  of  phylic  phials  huddled 
together  as  clofe  as  they  can  ilick, 
and  filled  with  mint,  to  give  the 
windows  a  rural  appearance.  Then, 
fir,  the  dining-room  windows,  in 
fummer  time,  are  fo  crofl!ed  and 
crowded  with  pack-threads  taftened 
like  bars  from  the  top  to  the  bottom 
of  them,  that  if  it  were  not  for  the 
French-beans  which  clufter  round 
the  itrings,  it  would  enliven  my 
mind  with  the  pleafing  imagination 
of  being  cooped  \ip  in  a  fpunging- 
houfe.  Every  chimney-corner  is 
then  fet  out,  as  it  is  called,  with 
bough-pots,  and  not  a  china  jar  in 
my  houfe  efcapes  a!i  ornainent  from 
Covent-garden  market.  I  have  been^ 
you  mull  know,  fevcrely  ledured 
for  this  week  palf,  for  fpoiling  a 
charming  bed  of  pariley,  as  my  wife 
calls  it,  upon  the  leads,  while  I  was 
giving  a  bricklayer  orders  to  make 
Ibme  repairs  to  the  chimney  ;  and 
what  is  ftill  more  provoking,  upon 
enquiring  for  my  beil  wig-box,  a 
tew  days  ago,  i  was  told,  by  the 
maid,  that  the  box  was  put  to  much 
better  ufe,  tor  that  her  midrefs 
had   fown  a   fmall    fallad  in  it    of 


muftard  and  crefe,  which  would  be 
fit  to  be  cut  in  a  lew  days.  Sir,  this 
paflion  for  the  vegetable  world  is  fo 
predominant  in  my  wife's  mind, 
that  not  a  broken  chamber-pot  is 
free  from  fome  cultivation  or  other  : 
as  I  hope  to  be  faved,  flie  had  f-me 
time  fince  a  geranium  in  full  blof- 
fom,  which,  to  fave  expence,  was 

iluck  fall  in  a  c  — —  e    f 1  pan  ; 

a  myrtle  in  a  butter  firkin  ;  an 
orange-tree  in  a  wafliing-tub  ;  a 
tulip  in  a  falt-box ;  and  a  young 
goofcberry-bufli  in  a  punch-bowl. 
Nay,  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  extrava- 
gance does  this  enthufiaftic  help- 
mate of  mine  carry  this  gardening 
tuHe  of  her's,  that  the  houfe  was 
thrown  into  convulfions  three  days 
ago,  upon  a  report  that  the  cat  had 
kittened  upon  the  grafs-plot,  which 
grew  upon  the  top  fliell  of  the  pan- 
try. Then,  fir,  to  add  to  my  vex- 
ation, 1  have  had  the  happinefs  to 
be  threatened  witli  an  indictment 
tor  being  a  nuif;ince  to  my  neigh- 
bours and  the  public,  as  hardly  a 
week  p.iiTes  without  fome  pan  or  pot 
tumbling  upon  the  heads  of  pallen- 
gers,  and  doing  fome  mifchief  or 
other.  If  I  expoftulate,  1  have  no 
tafte  ;  if  I  threaten,  I  have  no  hu- 
manity ;  it  I  coax  her,  1  have  no 
influence  ;  and  ill  give  way  to  her, 
I  can  expeiTt  no  comfort.  My  very 
bed-room  in  fummer,  fir,  is  fo  filled 
with  flowers,  that  I  am  in  nightly 
dread  of  being  pertumed  to  death 
before  morning.  Then  I  never  mull: 
ftir  out  without  a  nofegay  in  my 
button  hole,  becaufe  it  makes  fo 
rural  and  fo  countrified  an  appear- 
ance. In  Ihort,  what  with  rural 
fmells  and  rural  converfation,  rural 
ornaments  and  rural  nonfenfe  of 
one  kind  or  another,  my  patience  is 
quite  exhaulled  :  therefore  I  take 
this  public  method  of  giving  my 
M  4  wife 
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ivlfe  warning,  that  v.nlefs  there  is  a 
thorough  relbrmarion  in  her  man- 
rers,  1  am  determined  to  aflert  foine 
fpirir,  to  turn  the  grafs-rplot  out  of 
the  houfe  at  a  mlfiute's  notice,  lend 
the   paruey-bed   into   the  duft-tub, 


pack  up  her  (hrubbery  in  an  ham- 
per, and  rettore  my  wig-box  to  itj 
proper  ufc. 

I  am,  fir,  youi's,  &c, 

HOMO. 


ADVERTISEMENTS  and  LETTERS,  with  Regard  to  the  late 
Controversy  concerning  the  Authenticity  of  Oss-ian's 

Poems. 


N°  L 
f^T  N  a.  pamphlet,  intituled  An 
X  Enquiry  into  the  Authenticity 
of  the  Poems  afcribed  to  Offian, 
having  read  the  following  paflage, 
ipage  45,  "  Mr.  Smith  mentions 
t)r.  Percy's  Reliques  of  Ancient 
I'oetrv,  in  which  he  fays,  the  doclor 
confelTeth,  that  he  himfelf  heard 
pieces  of  it  recited  ;  and  being  com- 
pared with  the  tranflation,  exaftly 
coriefpondcd.  Dr.  Percy  does  not 
Tiinderrtand  a  fyllable  of  the  Earfe, 
^nd  theretore  could  be  no  judge. 
The  truth  is.  Dr.  Blair  and  Profellbr 
Fergufon,  when  Dr.  Percy  was  at 
Edinburgh,  took  care  to  introduce  a 
young  ftudent  frorn  the  Highlands, 
who  repeated  fome  verfes,  of  which 
Profellor  Fergufon  faid  fuch  and 
fuch  fentences  in  Fingal  were  the 
tranflation,"  To  prevent  any  infe- 
rences which  might  be  drawn  from 
jny  filence,  I  think  it  material  to 
declare  that  the  above  paffage,  fo 
far  as  it  relates  to  rhe,  is  altogether 
falfe  ;  and  that  I  never  was  prefent 
at  the  repetition  of  verfes  to  Dr. 
Percy  by  a  young  iludent  from  the 
Highlands. 

Adam  Ferguson." 
Edinlurgh,  July-,  21,    1781. 

N^H. 
**. Having  no  intereft  to  gratify 
but  the  love  of  truth,  I  have  no  rea- 


fon  to  be  forty  when  any  falfehood  is 
deteded.  Mr.  Fergufon  has  denied 
tliat  he  was  prefent  when  the  attempt 
was  made  to  convince  Dr.  Percy  of 
the  genuinenefs  of  Oifian.  My  re- 
lation was  not  from  my  own  know- 
ledge. I  delire  to  acquit  Mr.  Fer- 
gufon, whofe  prefence  or  abfence 
makes  no  difference  in  the  queftion ; 
and  I  am  too  well  fupported  by  truth 
to  need,  or  to  wifli,  the  help  of 
falfehood.  The  attempt  was  really 
made,  and  Dr.  Percy  was  for  a  while 
credulous,  with  which  I  do  not  mean 
to  reproach  him  ;  for  1  have  con- 
feffed  that  I  was  once  credulous  my- 
felf:  but  I  fliall  be  credulous  no 
more  riil  the  Works  of  Offian  are 
produced.  W.  Shaw.-' 

Ne  HI, 
"  In  one  or  tw^o  pamphlets  lately 
pubiilhed,  concerning  the  authen- 
ticity of  Ollian's  poems,  great  liber- 
ties have  been  taken  with  my  name, 
and  two  advertifement?  on  the  fame 
fubjcfi;,  figned  Adam  Fergufon  and 
W.  Shaw,  have  appeared  in  the 
news-papers ;  one  of  w  hich  only 
came  to  my  notice  very  lately.  It 
is  with  the  greateft  reluftance  I  en- 
ter at  all  into  a  controverfy  of  which 
I  am  fo  incompetent  a  judge,  from 
my  utter  ignorance  of  the  Earfe  lan- 
guage ;  but  regard  to  truth  compels 
?     '         '  me 
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;ne  to  give  the  followino;  relation  of 
a  fa6t  refpcfting  it,  which  has  been 
greatly  mifrepr;;fented. 

*'  On  Oiftobcr  8,  1765,  I  arrived 
at  Ediiabargh,  where  J  paffcd  five 
days  with  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bluir,  who, 
among  many  learned  and  ingenious 
men,  introduced  me  to  Dr.  Fcrgu- 
fon,  Profellor  of  Moral  Philolbphy. 
To  this  gentleman  he  mentioned 
fome  doubts  1  had  entertained  con- 
cerning the  geniiinenefs  of  Oliinn's 
Poems  :  and  he,  in  the  evening  be- 
fore I  left  Edinburgh  (viz.  0<5tober 
13),  invited  us  to  drink  tea  at  his 
houfe,  where  he  produced  a  {Indent, 
a  native  of  the  Highlands,  who  re- 
cited feveral  paflages,  or  verfes,  in 
Earfe,  (fome  of  which  he  afterwards 
fung  to  me)  as  v/hat  he  had  heard  in 
his  own  country  ;  and  1  perfeftly  re- 
jTiember,  that  when  he  interpreted 
the  verfes  to  me,  fome  of  them  ap- 
peared to  contain  part  of  the  dcfcrip- 
tion  of  Fingal's  chariot.  Dr.  Fer- 
gufon  alfo  gave  me,  in  his  own 
hand-writing,  fome  fpecim.ens  of 
Earfe  poetry  in  the  original.  Dr. 
Blair  afterwards  defired  me  to  men- 
tion the  recital  I  had  heard,  in  the 
next  edition  of  the  Relicjues  of  An- 
cient Poetry  ;  and,  in  compliance 
with  his  requeft,  I  gave  a  fliort  ac- 
count of  what  had  palfed,  in  a  note 
to  the  firil  volume  ot  my  fecond  edi- 
tion, 1767,  'p.  xlv.)  Some  years 
after,  on  difculfing  this  fubjcd  with 
a  very  judicious  friend,  a  native  of 
Scotland  alfo,  who  knew  much 
more  of  the  grounds  of  the  Eari'e 
poetry  than  I  did,  he  made  ir  cre- 
dible to  me,  that  there  might  be 
fome  deception  in  the  cafe,  aiid  ad- 
yifed  me  to  fupprefs  the  palfage  in 
queftion  ;  which  I  did,  foon  after, 
in  my  third  edition,  in  1775.  But 
as  I  never  believed  Dr.  Blair  to  have 
been  conlcious  of  any  deception  in 
lyhat  paffed  between  the  ftudent  and 


mc,  fo  the  fame  may  have  been  the 
c.ifc  with  Dr.  Fergufon  alfo,  as  he 
now  appears  fo  entirely  to  have  for- 
got the  whole  tranfadtion, 
Carhjlc,  Nov,  Thomas  Percy.'* 
10,  1781. 

IV. 

'<  In  an  p.dvertifemen*-,  dated 
Carlifle,  November  10,  ;.nd  figncd 
Thomas  Percy,  the  attenticm  of  the 
public  is  recalled,  among  other  par- 
ticulars, to  a  declaration,  figned  by 
me  on  the  21  ft  of  July  laft.  My 
ka(t  of  how  little  confequence  the 
fubjcft  is  to  the  publ \,  would  hin- 
der my  intruding  inyfelf  again  in 
this  manner ;  and  my  very  great 
refpeft  for  the  ftation  in  whicli  Dr. 
Percy  is  placed  would  incline  me  to 
be  filent,  where  I  have  the  misfor- 
tune to  differ  fromhim  on  a  matter 
offaft,  if  I  did  not  apprehend  that 
filence  in  this  cafe  might  be  inter- 
preted againft  me. 

"  At  the  date  of  my  former  de- 
claration, I  had  found  myfelf  charg- 
ed in  a  pamphlet,  on  the  authen- 
ticity of  Offian  s  Poems,  as  acceflary 
to  a  cheat  which  was  put  upon  Dr. 
Percy,  in  a  recital  of  fome  pretend- 
ed fpecimens  oi"  that  poetry,  by  a 
young  ftudent  from  the  Highlands. 
Whoever  may  have  been  the  author 
of  this  charge,  I  thought  and  think 
myfelf  entitled  to  fay  it  is  falfe. 

'*  {  had  many  reafuns  likewife  to 
deny  my  having  ever  been  prefent  at 
the  recital  of  verfes  to  Dr.  Percy, 
by  a  young  ftudent  from  the  High- 
lands ;  anrt  it  caufed  me  inuch  fur- 
prize  to  find,  in  a  correfpondence 
on  this  fubjei^,  which  took  piace 
between  Dr.  Percy  and  Dr.  Blair, 
that  Dr.  Percy  had  conceived  of  me 
as  having  not  only  been  prefent  at 
the  recital  of  verfes  by  a  ftudent, 
but  as  fending  for  a  (tudent  into  his 
company,  who,  iij  a  deliberate 
manner. 
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manner,  pafled  upon  him  what  he 
afterwards  believed  to  be  an  hnpofi- 
tion. 

*'  Dr.  Percy  may  not  have  been 
aware  of  the  part  which  he  affigned 
to  me  in  this  impolition,  as  it  de- 
pended upon  an  inference  to  be  drawn 
from  my  knowledge  of  the  Earfe 
language  :  nor  was  it  credible  that 
he  meant  to  apply  it  to  a  perfon  tor 
whom  he  ftill  profefled  fome  efteem. 
But  whatever  may  have  been  the 
idea,  I  flattered  myfelf  that  upon 
recollecTtion  he  would  think  it  more 
probable,  that  he  himfelf  had  com- 
mitted fome  miftake  in  the  taft,  ra- 
ther than  that  I  fhould  have  con- 
curred in  fuch  a  cheat.  In  this 
perfuafion  I  wrote  to  Dr.  Blair  the 
following  letter,  to  be  tranfmitted 
to  him  ;  and  am  now  very  forry  to 
publifli  this  or  any  thing  elfe  on  a 
conrroverfy  in  which  neither  the  at- 
tack nor  the  defence  can  do  credit 
to  any  perfon  whatever. 

Co0  of  a  Letter  fro?n  Dr.  Fergufon 
to  Dr.  Blair. 
Edinburgh ^  1 8 1  h  .An^.  i  7  8 1 . 
*'  Dear  Sir, 
*'  I  have  juft  feen  in  the  hands  of 
Dr.  Black  the  letter  which  you  have 
received  from  Dr.  Percy,  and  am 
exceedingly  vexed  tb  have  a  difier- 
ence  on  a  matter  of  fatt  with  a  per- 
fon whofe  charafier  I  lb  much  re- 
fpeft  :  I  did  ijot  imagine  that  Dr. 
Percy,  any  m.ore  than  you,  could 
have  been  affeded  by  the  late  decla- 
ration relating  to  a  paffiige  in  a 
pamphlet,  on  the  authenticity  of 
Oflian's  Poems,  farther  than  by  the 
repetition  of  your  names,  which 
were  already  made  free  with.  If  I 
had  thought  Dr.  Percy  any  way 
committed,  I  fliould  certainly  have 
troubled  him  with  a  copy  of  my  de- 
claration, and  waited  his  commands 
before  it  was  publiflied.  But  it  divl 
not  occur  to  mc  that  he,  any  more 


than  you,  could  be  cited  in  fupport 
of  any  allegation  which  it  concerned 
me  to  deny. 

"  The  moll:  refpeftfui  thing  I 
can  now  do  to  Dr.  Percy  is  to  re- 
mind him,  as  far  as  my  memory 
ferves  me,  of  the  fa£t  in  the  only 
converfation  which  1  had  the  honour 
to  have  with  him.  Among  other 
fubjefts  Earfe  poetry  was  men- 
tioned ;  and  I  remember  to  have 
fliewn  him,  in  my  own  hand-writ- 
ing, fome  fcraps  which  I  had  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  Jaines  Macpherfon, 
or  from  iVIr.  IViaclaggan,  chaplain 
to  the  4 2d  regiment.  I  remember 
a  line,  or  expreflion,  in  which  the 
poet,  defcribing  the  time  and  the 
Icene,  iaid,  the  fun  of  day  Kvas  fcorcb- 
ing  the  mountain^  and  that  Dr.  Percy 
was  pleafed  to  fay  it  was  a  pleonafm, 
but  a  beautiful  one.  I  remember  to 
have  lelt  the  paper  with  Dr.  Percys 
and  have  long  lince  loif  every  other 
copy  of  it. 

"  The  difference  between  Dr. 
Percy  and  me  is  perhaps  not  very 
material  ;  no  more,  as  he  ftates  it, 
than  that  he  remeinbers  what  I  have 
forgot.  If,  nevcrthelefs,  what  he 
is  pleafed  to  publifn  lliall  fee  in  to 
corroborate  the  charge  v/hich  I  have 
already  thought  myfelf  called  upon 
to  deny,  I  mull  recur  to  the  entire 
fenfe  and  confcionfnefs  of  my  inno- 
cence, and  renew  my  declaration, 
that  I  was  not  prefent  at  the  repeti- 
tion of  verfes  to  Dr.  Percy,  by  a 
young  ftudent  from  the  Higinands ; 
and  I  give  my  denial  in  thefe  poii- 
tive  terms,  becaufe  I  not  only  do 
not  remember  the  repetition  of 
verfes  in  Earfe,  by  a  ftudent  from 
the  Highlands,  on  that  occafion, 
but  becaufe  I  do  not  remember  tiie 
repetition  of  verfes  in  Earfe,  by  a 
ftudent,  Lipon  any  other  occafion  ; 
and  becaufe,  though  intimate  with 
jTome  ftudents  from  the  Highlands, 
I  do  not  remember  that  any  of  them 

ever 
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ever  repeated  verfcs  in  my  prefence 
beyond  a  fong  or  a  catch  ;  and  this 
circumrtance  remains  with  me,  with 
refpe<5t  to  i'ome  of  them,  as  a  circum- 
ftance  I  noted  ;  fo  that  1  am  en- 
tirely perfuaded  Dr.  Percy,  in  re- 
coUefting  the  paflages  of  his  few 
days  Hay  at  Edinburgh,  muft  have 
jumbled  together  circumilances  that, 
in  point  of  tiine,  were  actually  fe- 
parate  ;  the  repetition  of  verfes  by  a 
young  ftudent,  with  the  cominuni- 
cation  of  verfes  in  writing  by  me.  If 
this  fuppoiition  does  not  compofe 
the  difterence,  I  muft  defpair  of  be- 
ing able  to  remove  it,  and  muft 
leave  the  matter  to  the  candour  of 
thofe  who  are  pleafed  to  beftovv  any 
thought  on  me  or  my  aflairs. 

"  If  I  fliould  be  under  the  neccf- 
lity  of  publiftiing-  any  more  on  this 
fubjeft,  I  fliall,  with  your  leave, 
fend  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  the 
prefs.  In  the  mean  time,  as  I  have 
not  the  honour  of  a  perfonal  corre- 
fpondence  with  Dr.  Percy,  I  muft 
beg  the  favour  that  you  will  tranfmit 
it  to  him.  1  am,  with  great  regard 
and  efteem,  dear  fir,  your  moft  obe- 
dient and  moil:  humble  fervant, 

( Signed  1    Adam  Ferguson." 
The  Rev.  Dr.  Blair. 


"  To  the  contents  of  this  letter, 
I  muft  now  add,  that  although  the 
fads  ftated  by  Dr.  Percy  might  be 
adiTiitted  on  lefs  authority  than  his, 
yet  as  they  are  entirely  contrary  to 
any  feeling  or  recollection  I  have  of 
the  matter,  and  have  been  employed 
to  convey  a  very  injurious  imputa- 
tion againft  me,  he  muft  excufe  me, 
if  I  do  not  admit  them.  And  if  he 
ftill  perfift,  that  over  and  above  the 
fpecimen  of  Earfe  poetry,  which  I 
gave  him  in  my  own  hand-writing', 
I  likewife  procured  a  ftudent  to  re- 
cite other  fpecimens  to  him,  he 
will  farther  excufe  me,  if  I  infift, 
that  every  pafTage,  of  w^hich  the  in- 
terpretation was  vouched  by  me, 
was  in  truth  what  it  was  given  for. 
As  he  allows,  that  I  may  not  have 
been  confcious  of  any  deception  in 
what  pafled  between  the  ftudent  and 
him,  I  muft,  in  return,  allow  that 
he  may  not  be  confcious  of  any  mif- 
reprefentation  of  the  fa6l.  But  I 
cannot  allow  that  he  has  inade  the 
beft  ufe  of  his  underftanding,  in 
thinking  it  credible,  that  any  per- 
fon,  polfefTed  of  a  decent  charadter, 
could  be  concerned  in  fuch  a  cheat, 
as  he  fuppofes  to  have  been  pra6^ifed 
upon  him.        Adam  Fergvson." 
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^j  W I  L  L  I  A  M  W  H I  T  E  H  E  A  D,  Efq.  Poet  Laureate 

ASK  round  the  world,  from  age  to  a^e. 
Not  where  alone  th'  hiftorian's  page 
Or  poet's  fong  have  juft  attention  won, 

Eut  even  the  feebleii  voice  of  fame 

Has  learnt  to  lifp  Britannia's  name, 
Afk  of  her  inborn  worth,  and  deeds  of  high  renown. 

What  power  from  Lufitania  broke 

The  haug;hty  Spaniard's  galling  yoke  ? 
Who  bade  the  Belgian  mounds  with  freedom  ring  ? 

Who  fixt  fo  oft,  with  llrength  fupreme, 

Unbalanc'd  Europe's  nodding  beam, 
And  rais'd  the  Auilrian  eagle's  drooping  wing  ? 

'Twas  Britain !   Britain  heard  the  nations  groan, 

As  jealous  ot  their  heedom  as  her  own.  ~ 

Where'er  b.er  valiant  troops  file  led, 

Check'd,  and  abalh'd,  and  taught  to  fear, 
The  earth's  proud  tyrants  ftopp'd  their  mad  career; 
To  Britain  Gallia  bow'd  ;   from  Britain  Julius  fled. 

Why  then  when  round  her  fair  protedrei's'  brow 

The  dark  clouds  gather,  and  the  tempefls  blow, 

With  folded  arms,  at  eafe  reclin'd. 

Does  Europe  fit  ?   or,  more  unkind. 
Why  fraudulently  aid  th'  infidious  plan  ? 
The  foes  of  Britain  are  the  foes  of  man. 

Alas!  her  glory  foars  too  high, 

Her  radiant  Star  of  Liberty 
Has  bid  too  long  th'  aftonifli'd  nations  gaze  r 

That  glory  which  they  once  admir'd, 

That  glory  in  their  caufe  acquir'd. 
That  glory  burns  too  bright,  they  cannot  bear  the  blaze  } 
Then,  Britons,  by  experience  wife, 

Court  not  an  envious  or  a  timid  friend  ; 
Firm  in  thyfelf  undaunted  rife, 

On  thy  own  arm,  and  righteous  Heaven  depend. 
So,  as  in  great  Eliza's  days, 

Cn  felf-fupported  pinions  borne, 

Again  flialt  thou  look  down,  with  fcorn 
On  an  oppollng  world,  and  all  its  wily  ways : 

Growa 
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Grown  greater  from  diflrcfs, 
And  eager  ftill  to  blefs, 
As  truly  generous  as  thou'rt  truly  brave, 
Again  flialt  crufli  the  proud,  again  the  conqucr'd  fave. 


ELPHIN'S  CONSOLATION,  an  Ode  of  Ta  lies  in.    Tranflated 

by  a  Lady. 

Taliefin,  when  an  infant,  was  found  expofed  on  the  water,  wrapped  in  a 
leathern  bag,  in  a  wear  which  had  been  granted  to  Elphin,  fon  of 
Gwyddno,  for  his  fupport.  The  young  prince,  reduced  by  his  extra- 
vagance, burft  into  tears,  at  finding,  as  he  imagined,  fo  unprofitable  a 
booty.  However,  he  took  pity  on  the  infant,  and  caufed  proper  care 
to  be  taken  of  him.  After  this,  Elphin  profpered  ;  and  Taliefin,  when 
he  grew  up,  wrote  the  following  moral  Ode,  fuppofed  to  have  beea 
addrefl"ed  to  the  prince  by  the  intant  bard,  on  the  night  in  which  he  was 
found. 

[From  Mr.  Pennant's  Journey  to  Snowdon.] 

I. 

.  TT^  LPHIN  !  fair  as  rofeate  morn, 
iij  Ceafe,  O  lovely  youth  !  to  mourn  ; 
Mortals  never  fliould  prefume 
To  difpute  their  Maker's  doom. 

Feeble  race  !   too  blind  to  fcan  ' 

What  th'  Almighty  deigns  for  man  ; 
Humble  hope  be  llill  thy  guide, 
Steady  faith  thy  only  pride, 
Then  defpair  will  fade  away. 
Like  demons  at  th'  approach  of  day, 
Cunllo's  prayers  acceptance  gain, 
Goodnefs  never  fues  in  vain  ; 
He,  whoform'd  the  iky  is  juft. 
In  him  alone,  O  Elphin  !   truft. 
See  glift'ning  fpoils  in  flioals  appear. 
Fate  fmiles  this  hour  on  Gwyddno's  wear. 

n. 

Elphin  fair  !  the  clouds  difpell 
That  on  thy  lovely  vifage  dwell  ; 
Wipe,  ah  !  wipe  the  pearly  tear, 
Nor  let  thy  manly  bofom  fear  ; 
What  good  can  melancholy  give  ? 
"Tis  bondage  in  her  train  to  live. 
Pungent  forrows  doubts  proclaim, 
111  fuits  thofe  doubts  a  ChrilUan's  name ; 

Thy 
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Thy  great  Creator's  wonders  trace, 
His  love  divine  to  mortal  race, 
Then  doubt,  and  fear,  and  pain  will  fly. 
And  hope  beam  radiant  in  thine  eye. 
Behold  me,  leaft  of  human  kind. 
Yet  heav'n  illumes  my  foaring  mind. 
Lo  !   from  the  yawning  deep  I  came, 
Friend  to  thy  lineage  and  thy  fame, 
To  point  thee  out  the  paths  of  truth, 
To  guard  from  hidden  rocks  thy  youth  ; 
From  fcas,  from  mountains,  far  and  wide, 
God  will  the  good  and  virtuous  guide. 

III. 

Elphin  fair  \  with  virtue  bleft, 

Let  not  that  virtue  idly  reft  ; 

Jf  rous'd,  'twill  yield  thee  fure  relief. 

And  banifli  far  unmanly  grief: 

Think  on  that  pow'r,  whofe  arm  can  fave. 

Who  e'en  can  fnatch  thee  from  the  grave  ; 

He  bade  my  harp  for  thee  be  ftrung. 

Prophetic  lays  he  taught  my  tongue. 

Though  like  a  flender  reed  I  grow, 

Tofs'd  by  the  billows  to  and  fro'. 

Yet  ftill,  by  him  infpir'd,  my  fong 

The  weak  can  raife,  confound  the  ftrong  : 

Am  not  I  better,  Elphin,  fay, 

Than  thoufands  of  thy  fcaly  prey  ? 

IV. 

Elphin  !    fair  as  rofeate  morn, 
Ceafe,  O  lovely  youth  !  to  mourn. 
Weak  on  my  leathern  couch  I  lie, 
Yet  heavn'ly  lore  I  can  defcry  ; 
Gifts  divine  my  tongue  infpire, 
My  bofom  glows  celeftial  fire  ; 
Mark!  how  it  mounts!  my  lips  difclofe 
The  certain  fate  of  Elphin's  foes. 
Fix  thy  hopes  on  him  alone. 
Who  is  th'  eternal  Three  in  One  ; 
There  thy  ardent  vows  be  given, 
prayer  acceptance  meets  from  Heaven  j 
Then  thou  fhalt  adverfe  fate  defy, 
And  Elphin  glorious  live  and  die. 
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LADY    BOTHWELL's    LAMENT. 

[From  the  Scottish  Tragic  Ballads.] 

BALOW,  my  babe,  lye  ftill  and  flci 
It  grieves  me  fair  to  fee  thee  vvelp ; 
It"  thou'lt  be  filent  I'll  be  glad, 
Thy  maining  maks  my  heart  full  fad  ; 
Billow  my  boy,  thy  mither's  joy  ; 
Thy  father  breids  me  great  annoy. 

When  he  began  to  feik  my  luve, 
And  vvi  hie  fucred  words  to  muve  ; 
His  feigning  taufe,  and  flattering  cheir. 
To  me  that  time  did  nocht  appeir  ; 
But  now  i  fee  that  cruel  he 
Cares  neither  for  my  babe  nor  me. 

Lye  ftlU,  my  darling,  fleipawhile. 
And  whan  thou  wakeft  fweitly  fmile  ; 
But  fmile  nae  as  thy  father  did 
To  cozen  maids :  nay,  God  forbid, 
What  yet  1  feir,  that  thou  fold  leir 
Thy  father's  heart  and  face  to  bier ! 

Be  ftlll,  my  fad  one  :  fpare  thofe  teirs. 
To  weip  whan  thou  hail  wit  and  yeirs  ; 
Thy  griefs  are  gathering  to  a  fum, 
God  grant  thee  patience  when  they  cum  ; 
Born  to  fuftain  a  mother's  fliame, 
A  father's  fall,  a  baltard's  name. 

Balow,  &c. 

The  firft  CHANSON  a  BOIRE,    or  Drinking   Ballad  of 

any  Merit  in  our  Language,    and  which  appeared  in  the  Year, 
1551. 

[From  the  third  Volume  of  Mr.  Warton's  Hiftory  of  Englifli  Poetry.] 

I  CANNOT  eat,  but  little  meat, 
My  ftomach  is  not  good ; 
But  fure  I  think,   that  I  can  drink  > 

With  him  that  weares  a  hood. 
Though  I  go  bare,  take  ye  no  care, 

I  nothing  am  a  colde  ; 
I  ItufFe  my  fkin  fo  full  within. 
Of  joly  goode  ale  and  olde. 
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Backe  and  fide  go  bare,  go  bare, 

Boih  foot  and  hand  go  colde  ; 
But,  beliy,  God  fend  thee  good  ale  inoughe, 

Whether  it  be  new  or  olde  ! 

I  love  no  roft,  but  a  nut-browne  tofte, 
'  And  a  crab  laid  in  the  fire  ; 

A  little  bread  fiiall  do  me  ftead, 

Moche  bread  I  noght  defire. 
No  froft  no  fnow,  no  vvinde,  I  trowe, 

Can  hurt  me  if  I  wolde, 
I  am  fo  wrapt,  and  throwly  lapt 

Of  joly  good  ale  and  olde. 
Back  and  fide,  Sec. 

And  Tib  my  wife,  that  as  her  life 

Loveth  well  good  ale  to  fecke, 
Full  oft  drinkes  fliee,  till  ye  may  fee 

The  teares  run  downe  her  cheeke. 
Then  doth  fhe  trowle  to  me  the  bowie 

Even  as  a  mault-worme  fliolde  ; 
And,  "  faith,  fweet  heart,  I  tooke  my  part 

"  Of  this  joly  good  ale  and  olde." 
Backe  and  fide,  &c. 

Now  let  them  drinke,  till  they  nod  and  winke, 

Even  as  good  fellows  lliould  do  :  « 

'I'hcy  fliall  not  miffe  to  have  the  blilfe  ■ 

Good  ale  doth  bring  men  to. 
And  al  goode  fowles  that  have  fcouredbowles, 

Or  have  them  luftely  trolde, 
God  fave  the  lives,  of  them  and  their  wives, 

Whether  they  be  yong  or  olde  ! 
Backe  and  fide,  &c. 

ODE  on  the  DeXth  of  a  Young  Ladv. 


b 


[From  Mr.  Logak's  Poems.]  J 


UNTIMELY  gone !  for  ever  fled 
The  rofes  of  the  cheek  fo  red, 
Th'  afieftion  warm,  the  temper  mild^ 
The  fweetnefs  that  in  forrow  fmil'd. 

Alas  !  the  cheek  where  beauty  glow'd, 
The  heart  where  goodnefs  overflow'd, 
A  clod  amid  the  valley  lies. 
And  '«  duft  to  duft"  the  mourner  cries,- 
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O  from  thy  kindred  early  torn. 
And  to  thv  grave  untimely  bor'n  ! 
Vanifh'd  for  ever  trom  my  view, 
Thou  filler  of  my  foul,  adieu  ! 

Fair  with  my  firft  ideas  twin'd. 
Thine  image  oft  will  meet  my  mind  ; 
And,  while  remembrance  brings    thee  near, 
Atteftion  fad  will  drop  a  tear. 

How  oft  does  forrow  bend  the  head,     ^ 
Before  we  dwell  among  the  dead  ! 
Scarce  in  the  years  of  manly  prime, 
I've  often  wept  the  wrecks  of  time  ! 

What  trngic  tears  bedew  the  eye  ! 
"What  deaths  we  fuffer  ere  we  die  ! 
Our  broken  fricndfliips  we  deplore. 
And  loves  of  youth  that  are  no  more  ! 

No  after-friendAiip  e'er  can  raife 
Th'  endearments  of  our  early  days  : 
And  ne'er  the  heart  fuch  fondnefs  prove, 
As  when  it  firit  began  to  love. 

Affection  dies,  a  vernal  flower  ; 
And  love,  the  blofTom  of  an  hour ! 
The  fpring  of  fancy  cares  controul, 
And  mar  the  beauty  of  the  foul. 

Vers'd  in  the  commerce  of  deceit. 
How  foon  the  heart  forgets  to  beat ! 
The  blood  runs  cold  at  int'reft's  call. 
They  look  with  equal  eyes  on  all. 

Ye  cTods  !  whatever  ve  withhold. 
Let  my  afie6tion  ne'er  grow  old  ; 
Ne'er  may  the  human  glow  depart. 
Nor  nature  yield  to  frigid  art ! 

Still  may  thy  generous  bofom  burn, 
Tho'  doom'd  to  bleed  o'er  beauty's  urn  j 
And  ftill  the  friendly  face  appear, 
■^1  ho'  moirten'd  with  a  tender  tear  ! 

ODE  for  his  MAJESTY'S  Birth-Day,  June  4,  1781. 
By  William  Whitehead,  Efq.  Poet  Laureat. 

STILL  does  the  rage  of  war  prevail  ? 
Still  thirib  for  blood  th'  Infatiate  fpear  ? 
Waft  not,  ye  winds,  th'  invidious  tale, 
Nor  let  th'  untutor'd  nations  hear 
1 78 1.  N  Tjjt 
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That  paflio  n  baffles  reafon's  boaftcd  reip,n, 
And  htilf  the  peopled  world  is  civiliz'd  in  vain. 
What  are  morals,  what  are  laws, 
What  religion's  facred  name  ? 
Nor  morals  foften,  nor  religion  awes  ; 
Pure  though  the  precepts  flow,  the  a6iions  are  the  fame. 
Revenge,  and  pride,  and  deadly  hate. 

And  avarice,  tainting  deep  the  mind, 
With  all  the  fury-fiends  that  wait, 

As  torturing  plagues,  on  human  kind, 
When  fhown  in  their  own  native  light, 
In  truth's  clear  mirror,  heavenly  bright, 
i  Like  real  monfters  rife  ; 

But,  let  illufion's  powerful  wand 
Transform,  arrange  the  hideous  band, 
They  cheat  us  in  difguifc, 
We  drefs  their  horrid  forms  in  borrow'd  rays, 
Then  call  them  glory,  and  purfue  the  blaze. 
O  blind  to  Nature's  focial  plan, 
And  Heaven's  indulgent  end  ! 
Her  kinder  laws  knit  man  to  man 

As  brother  and  as  friend. 
Nature,  intent  alone  to  blefs, 

Bids  flrife  and  difcord  ceafe  ; 
**  Her  ways  are  ways  of  pleafantnefs, 

*'  And  all  her  paths  are  peace." 
Even  this  aufpicious  day  would  wear 

A  brighter  face  of  joy  ferene, 
And  not  one  ruffling  gale  of  care 
Difturb  the  halcyon  fcene  ; 
On  lighter  wings  would  Zephyrs  move, 

The  Sun  with  added  luftre  fliine  ; 
Did  Peace,  defcendingfrom  above, 

Here  fix  her  earthly  flirine  : 
Here  to  the  Monarch's  fondeft  prayer 

A  juft  attention  yield, 
And  let  Him  change  the  fword  of  war 
For  her  prote6ting  fiiield. 

The    HERMIT    and    his    DOG. 

[From  Sympathy,  a  Poem.]  I 

IN  life's  fair  morn,  I  knew  an  aged  feer. 
Who  fad  and  lonely  pafs'd  his  joylefs  year  ;  j 

Betray'd,  heart-broken,  from  the  world  he  ran,  i 

And  ftiunn'd,  oh  dire  extreme,  the  face  of  man; 
Humbly  he  rcar'd  his  hut  within  the  wood, 
H<?rmit  his  vefl,  a  hermit**  was  his  food, 

Nitch*ii 
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Nitch'd  In  fome  corner  of  the  gelid  cave 
Where  chilling  drops  the  rugged  rockilone  lave  ; 
Hour  after  hour,  the  melancholy  fage, 
Drop  after  drop  to  reckon,  would  engage 
The  ling'ring  day,  and  trickling  as  they  fell, 
A  tear  went  with  them  to  the  narrow  well ; 
Then  thus  he  moraliz'd  as  flow  it  pafs'd, 
*'  This,  brings  me  nearer  Lucia  than  the  laft ; 
•'  And  this,  now  llrreaming  from  the  eye,"  faid  he, 
*'  Oh,  my  lov'd  child,  will  bring  me  nearer  thee." 
When  firft  he  roam'd,  his  dog  with  anxious  care, 
His  wand'rings  watch'd,  as  emulous  tofhare; 
In  vain  the  faithful  brute  was  bid  to  go, 
In  vain  the  ibrrower  fought  a  lonely  woe. 
The  Hermit  paus'd,  th'  attendant  dog  was  near, 
Slept  at  his  feet,  and  caught  the  falling  tear ; 
Up  rofe  the  Hermit,  up  the  dog  would  rife. 
And  every  way  to  win  a  mafter  tries. 
"  Then  be  it  lb.     Come  faithful  fool,"  he  faid  ; 
One  pat  encouragM,  and  they  fought  thefhade; 
An  unfrequented  thicket  foon  they  found. 
And  both  repos'd  upon  the  leafy  ground  ; 
Mellifluous  murra'rings  told  the  fountains  nigh. 
Fountains,  which  well  a  pilgrim's  drink  fupply; 
And  thence,  by  many  a  labyrinth  is  led, 
Where  ev'ry  tree  beftow'd  an  ev'ning  bed. 
Skill'd  in  the  chace^  the  faithful  creature  brought 
Whate'er  at  morn  or  moon-light  courfe  he  caught  ; 
But  the  fage  lent  his  fympathy  to  all, 
Norfaw  unwept  his  dumb  aflbciates  fall. 
He  was,  in  footh,  the  gentleft  of  his  kind. 
And  though  a  hermit,  had  a  focial  mind  : 
*'  And  why,  faid  he,  mull:  man  fubfiil:  by  prey, 
*'  Why  flop  yon  melting  mufic  on  the  fpray  ? 
"  Why,  when  ailail'd  by  hounds  and  hunter's  cry, 
"  Muif  half  the  harmlefs  race  in  terrors  die  ? 
*'  Why  mull  we  work  of  innocence  the  woe  ? 
*'  Still  fliall  this  bolbm  throb,  thefe  eyes  o'erflow  j 
"  A  heart  too  tender  here,  from  man,  retires, 
"  A  heart  that  aches,  if  but  a  wren  expires." 
Thus  livM  the  mafter  good,  the  fervant  true, 
'Till  to  its  God  the  mailer's  fpirit  flew  ; 
Beflde  a  fount  which  daily  water  gave. 
Stooping  to  drink,  the  Hermit  found  a  grave  ; 
All  in  the  running  flream  his  garments  fpread, 
And  dark,  damp  verdure  ill  conceal'd  his  head  ; 
The  faithful  fervant  from  that  fatal  day 
Watch'd  the  lov'd  corpfe,  and  hourly  pin'd  away  t 
His  head  upon  his  maimer's  cheek  was  found. 
While  the  obItru(Sed  wat^r   mourn'd  around. 
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A  FABLE  written  for  Lady  MILLER's  Vafe.     By  tlie  Rev.  Mr. 
Whalley. 

[From    the    fourth  Volume  of    Poetical    Amusements    at  a 
Villa  near  Bat  h.] 

AS  Wifdom  walk'd  abroad  one  day, 
— I  think  'twas  in  the  month  of  May, — 
With  mufing  ftep,  and  fledfall  eye, 
And  wrapt  in  meditation  high, 
He  fpied  a  nymph,  upon  whofe  face 
Bright  beauty  beam'd  with  youthful  grace  ; 
Her  copious  treffes  unconfin'd, 
"Which  wav'd  and  wanton'd  in  the  wind, 
A  fweet  fantaflic  garland  crown'd. 
Of  ev'ry  flow'r  that  paints  the  ground  ; 
Her  rolling  eye,  that  roving  glanc'd 
On  ev'ry  fide  with  look  entranc'd. 
Shot  ligfu'nings  ;  yet  by  turns  wou'd  wear 
The  graceful  meltings  of  a  tear. 
Round  her  foft  lips,  as  rofes  red, 
The  dimpling  fmiles  fweet  gambols  play'd  : 
Now,  o'er  her  velvet  cheek  wou'd  rufli 
The  blood,  in  many  a  fervid  flufh  ; 
And  now,  a  white  luccced  the  glow, 
More  dazzling  pure  than  mountain  faow  ; 
A  pinion  trom  each  flioulder  grew. 
Which,  tinted  foft  with  heav'nly  blue. 
Where'er  Ihe  fprcad  them,  fparkled  bright. 
With  mingled  waves  of  flaming  light. 
Her  carelefs  vellure,  all  unbound, 
Flow'd  wantonly  along  the  ground, 
Yet  graceful  flow'd  ;  and  with  her  tread, 
A  thoufand  changeful  hues  difplay'd. 
More  lovely,  and  more  various  too, 
Than  ever  painted  Iris'  bow  ; 
Her  mien  was  fwcetly  unconllrain'd, 
In  ev'ry  ftep  the  Graces  reign'd. 
And  full  of  frolic,  here  and  there. 
She  tript  it  with  a  fprightly  air. 
Yet  trod  fo  light  that  icarce  the  dew 
The  printings  of  her  footfteps  knew  ; 
Oft  ftooping  'midft  her  gay  career, 
Each  blooming  flower  that  Earth  did  bear, 
She  dextrous  cuU'd,  to  form  a  wreath 
More  fragrant  than  Aurora's  breath. 
Which  foon  as  form'd  away  flie  threw, 
And  wove  a  varying  wreath  anew ; 

And 
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And  fometimes  (lie  would  foaring  be 

In  Ibme  fine  flight  of  ecltafy  ! 

Whilft  many  a  wild  note,  ftrong  and  clear, 

Refounded  through  the  voeal  air, 

As  mounting  like  fome  Lark  on  high, 

She  iwcetly  warbled  to  the  fky. 

Thus,  full  of  fpirlr,  on  flie  came, 

And  Fancy  was  the  charmer's  name. 

Wifdom,  for  once,  was  ib'angely  mov'd, 

With  wonder  gaz'd,  admir'd,  and  lov'd  ;  — 

His  warmeft  eloquence  he  try'd. 

And  vvoo'd,  and  won  her  to  his  fide. 

By  her  free  hand  the  nymph  he  led, 

Soft,  to  a  frefli  and  fragrant  bed, 

Beneath  an  olive-tree,  that  ilood 

Retir'd,  within  a  llately  wood  ; 

Around  whc^e  trunk  the  eglantine 

With  many  a  clafp  did  fport  and  twine. 

From  this  encounter,  fays  the  fong. 

In  proper  time,  a  child  there  fprung, 

As  witnefs  of  their  mutual  flame, 

And  Speculation  was  his  name. 

From  then,  till  now,  throughout  the  earth, 

He  fpeaks  the  authors  of  his  birch  ; 

Now,  wearing  Wifdom's  awful  face, 

Now,  fporting  with  all  Fancy's  grace. 

And  fometimes  in  his  perfon's  fliewn, 

The  various  charms  of  both  in  one  : 

In  Newton,  Bacon,  Locke,  and  More, 

His  Father's  lineaments  he  bore  ; 

In  Shakfpeare,  Spencer,  Cowley,  Gray, 

Doth  all  his  Mother's  charms  difplay  ; 

In  Milton,  Beattie,  and  in  Young, 

Like  both,  divinely  breathes  along  : 

Nor  let  it  be  thought  ftrange,  that  here 

I  make  his  parentage  appear. 

Since  all  around  will  own,  their  breafl 

His  two-fold  femblance  hath  confeil ; 

And  all  are  come  to  make  oblation, 

To — wild,  wile,  gay,  grave — Speculation, 
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To  three  LADIES,  on  the  Death  of  a  favourite  PARROQUET. 
[From  the  late  Mr.  Penrose's  Poems.] 

E  EP  from  your  hallow'd,  filent  {hades 
Attend,  attend,  ye  tuneful  maids  ; 
Ye  Mufes,  hafte  along, 
Infpire  the  tender,  moving  lay, 
For  furely  fuch  a  mournful  day 
Demands  a  ferious  fong. 

See  where  with  Pity's  force  oppreft, 
(While  rifing  iorrows  heave  each  breaft) 

Three  gentle  Sifters  weep. 
See  how  they  point  with  ftreaming  eyes. 
Where  Paroquetta  flumb'ring  lies, 

Her  laft,  eternal  fleep. 

]n  vain  the  pride  of  Beauty's  bloom, 
The  vivid  dye,  the  varied  plume 

O'er  her  fair  form  were  fpread  ; 
In  vain  the  fcarlet's  bluihing  ray, 
Bright  as  the  orient  beam  ot  day, 

A^dorn'd  her  lovely  head. 

Love,  beauty,  youth,  perfedion,  - — all 
Together  undiftinguifii'd  fall 

Before  the  oppofmg  Fates. 
The  lifping  tongue,  the  filver  hairs. 
One  common  ruin  overbears, 

One  common  lot  awaits. 

Then  calm,  dear  Maids,  your  woes  to  peace, 
With  unavailing  forrovv  ceafe 

Your  Favourite  to  deplore  ; 
For  know,  the  time  will  furely  come 
When  you  (tho'  now  in  beauty's  bloom) 

When  you  fhall  charm  no  more. 

Learn  then  your  mome:nts  to  employ 
In  virtuous  love,  in  Hymen's  joy, 

Ere  yet  thofc  moments  fly ; 
For  Fate  has  doom'd  this  lot  fevere. 
The  brighteft  belle,  the  lovelieft  Fair, 

Like  Paroc^uetes,  mull  die. 
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DUTCHESS    of   DEVONSHIRE. 
[From  the  Bevy  of  Beauties.] 

THAT  form  how  rcfilllcfs,  thofc  features  how  fair, 
Each  look  is  a  whifper  the  heart  Ipruigs  to  hear  1 
And  fond  to  interpret, — , — too  roguillily  given, 
Conceives  a  fott  meaning  that  lifts  it  to  Heaven  ! 
And  yet  thufe  dear  features,  I'd  readily  fvvear. 
The  meaning  which  innocence  gives,  only  wear. 
— O  bow  ye  tranfgr-flors,  in  penitence  bend  ;  — 
Againft  fiich  perfection,  what  fin  to  offend  ! 
Yet  fee — in  the  brightnefs  which  darts  from  her  eyes, 
With  Beauty's  mild  luilre  her  clemency  flies  ! 
That  fmile  juft  difplay'd,  to  the  foul  has  exprefl 
The  tranquil  compofure  that  reigns  in  her  breaft. 

May  thole  eyes,  and  that  bof^^m,  for  ever,  biefl  Fair, 
Be  undarken'd  by  forrow,  unruffled  by  care  ! 
Or  if  a  tear  Hart,  or  a  figh  gently  move, 
May  the  tear  be  of  rapture,  the  ligh  be  of  love  ! 
May  your  moments  all  fly  on  the  wings  of  delight, 
And  Plcafure's  wide  regions  be  ftlll  in  your  fight  ; 
And  while  you  are  tempted  to  ramble  the  ground, 
Let  the  mulic  of  gladnets  fliU  tcho  around  ! 

DUTCHESS    of   RUTLAND. 

Scene,  tlie  Vicinity  of  Belvoir  Caftle. 
[  From  the  fame.  ] 

I  R  S  T  in  thefe  fhades,  remembered  with  delight, 
The  gentle  Rutland  ftruck  my  dazzled  fight ! 

As  on  flie  came  her  eyes  diffus'd  a-far 

The  peerlefs  luflre  of  the  morning  ftar  ! 

Upon  her  beauteous  cheek  a  bkifti  was  fpread, 

Superior  to  the  lovlieft  day-break  red  ; 

Her  waving  locks  were  twin'd  with  flow'ry  braid  ; 

Her  veil  was  with  the  bloom  of  Spring  array'd  ; 

And  to  the  breeze,  thjt  veft  difplay'd    he  form 

Of  limbs,  v\hich  muft  to  love  an  hermit  warm  !  — 

Her  pantiae  bolom — to  the  wind  unbrac'd, 

Shew'd  more  of  heav'n  than  zealot  ever  trac'd  !„ 

An  air  fupreme  in  every  ftep  was  feen  !  — 

The  nymphs  and  fliepherds  hail'd  their  rural  queen  : 

And  as  the  graceful  beauty  pafs'd  along. 

The  village  minilrel  greeted  her  in  fong  ; 

At  intervals,  a  choral  flrain  arofe, 

^nd  Rutland's  name  was  heard  in  ev'ry  clofe  ! 
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A     MORNING    RAMBLE. 
[From  the  Beauties  of  the  Spring.     A  Poem.] 

My    orifons  devoutly  breath'd  to  Heaven, 
Before  th'  increallng  heat  or  riliny;  gale 
Have  wholly  dried  the  pearly  drops  away, 
With  deepeft  fenfe  ot  gratitude  imprefb'd. 
Forth  let  me  hafle,  and  with  a  walk  amuie 
My  leifur**  hours.     Of  two  delightful  paths 
Oft  with  my  iteps  imprinted,  which  to  chafe 
I  hefitate,   uncertain.     Downward,  this 
Directs  me  to  the  bottom  of  the  dale  ; 

That,  ftretch'd  through  rougheft  woodlands,  upward  leads 
To  where  the  heath,   with  fupcrcilious  pride. 
The  plain  o'erlooks.      Along  the  lide  ot  each 
A  riv'let  murmurs.     In  the  firft,  my  limbs, 
Tho'  able  down  the  Hope  to  pals  with  ea(e, 
May  deem  the  toil  of  re-afcending  hard  ; 
While,  if  exhaiirted  with  the  latter's  height, 
Refrefliment  in  returning  they  may  find. 
Permit  me,  then,  the  latter  to  purfue, 

Nor  think  I  walk  in  folitude.     Each  tree  , 

Prefents  an  old  acquaintance,  and  each  bufh 
^  friend,  whofe  boun,ty  often  hath  regal'd 
My  ravifli'd  fenfes  with  a  rich  periume. 
The  fame  few  objects  long  remain.     I  meet 
With  fomething  new  each  moment.     Lo  !   this  oaK 
Supports  a  woodbine  unobferv'd  before. 
An  infant  ivy  round  another  twines. 
That  bufli,  with  thorn  impervious  to  the  hand, 
A  linnet's  nelt  hath  in  its  bofom  gain'd. 
And  hark  !  )on  excavated  trunk  refounds 
With  hum  of  bees,  a  colony  till  now 
Unnoticed  there.     But  pleafu re  every  change 
Eeftovvs  not.     Who,  with  grief  unmov'd,  can  fee 
What  raviiges  the  cruel  herds  have  made 

Among  the  lower  boughs  of  yonder  afh  ? 

Not  diftanr  far,  another  ftands,  depriv'd 

Of  all  its  fpreading  honours,  by  the  hand 

Of  fome  unfeeling  woodman.     There  his  ax, 

Refiftlefs  wejipon,  to  the  ground  hath  hewn 

The  venerable  monarch  of  the  grove. 

Adieu,  my  ancient  guardian  !   It  imparts 

A  melancholy   joy  to  recoUeft 

How  oft,  beneath  thy  hofpitable  fiiade, 

I  thoughtlefs  wont  to  loiter;    from  the  world, 

And  all  the  cares  of  bufy  life,  abfolv'(|<, 

Thy 
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Thy  fall,  not  I  alone  regret  :    thy  fall, 

In  long  protracfted  lamentable  llrain, 

The  ilock-dove  mourns  ;  while  of  their  favourite  tree 

Bereft,  the  jay  and  cuckoo,  chatt'ring  loud, 

Arraign  the  author  of  thine  overthrow. 

Onward,   the  road  continues  llill  to  wind, 

And  I,  within  the  limits  of  its  track. 

My  fteps  confine.     A  fmooth  Inclofiire  no^v 

I  rneafure  o'er,  and  now  remove  afidc 

The  rambling  (lioots  of  bramble,  that  oppofe 

My  palfage  thro'  a  thicket.     Here,  a  fold, 

And  there,  a  fiied  for  cattle,    Urikes  mine  eye. 

Before  me  often  flioots  a  timid  hare  ; 

Nor  ftart  I  feldom  at  the  whirring  flight 

Of  partridge,   on  her  brittle  ilorc  furpris'd. 

Meantime,  on  this  fide,  high  above  me,   Avells 

A  nigged  mountain,  overgrovvn  with  wood  j 
The  riv'let,  on  the  other,   brawls  along. 

"Now,  down  a  fair  declivity  of  fand, 

It  babbles  cheerful  ;  now  it  foams  o'er  rocks. 

Fretful  and  difcontented.     Deep  conceal'd. 

Beneath  incumbent  willows,    and  the  boughs 

Of  hazel,  darkling  there  its  current  flows ;  > 

And  yonder,  in  a  pure  tranllucent  pool, 

DifTufive  fpreads,  as  of  the  level  fpot 

Enamour'd.     Nigh  the  bank,    with  whifp'ring  found, 

"Soft  figh  the  reeds;  and  fmiling,  half  immers'd, 

The  water-lily,  all  fubmillion,    turns 

Her  fpotlefs  bofom,  as  the  gale  direds. 

EXTRACT  fiom  Mifs  Seward's  MONODY  on  Major  Andre. 

AND  fhall  the  Mule,  that  marks  the  folemn  IcenCj 
"  As  bufy  fancy  lifts  the  veil  between," 
Refufe  to  mingle  in  the  awful  train. 
Nor  breathe  with  glowing  zeal  the  votive  ftrain  ? 
From  public  fame  (hall  admiration  tire 
The  boldefl  numbers  of  her  raptur'd  lyre 
To  hymn  a  flranger? — and  with  ardent  lay 
Lead  the  wild  mourner  round  her  Cook's  morai, 
While  Andre  fades  upon  his  dreary  bier. 
And  *  Julia's  only  tribute  is  her  tear  ? 
Dear,   lovely  youth  !   whofe  gentle  virtues  dole 
Thro'  friendfliip's  foft'ning  medium  on  her  foul ! 
Ah  no  I  -  with  every  ftrong  reiifllefs  plea, 
Rife  the  recorded  days  fhe  pafs'd  with  thee, 

*  jfulia — The  name  by  which  Mr,  Andic  addrefs'd  the  author  in  his  cof- 
yefpopdence  with  her. 

While 
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While  each  dim  fhadow  of  o'envhchiiing  years, 
With  eagle-glance  reverted,  memory  clears. 

Belov'd  companion  of  the  fairell  hours, 
That  rofe  for  her  in  joy's  refplendcnt  bow'rs. 
How  c;aily  (hone  on  thy  bright  morn  of  youth 
The  flar  of  pleafure,  and  the  fun  of  truth  ! 
Full  from  their  fource  defcendcd  on  thy  mind 
Each  gen'rous  virtue,  and  each  talle  refin'd. 
Yoimg  Genius  led  thee  to  his  varied  fane, 
Eade  thee  alkali  his  gifts,  noralkin  vain  ; 
Hence  novel  thoughts,  in  ev'ry  lulfre  drell: 
Of  pointed  wit,  that  diamond  of  the  breail  ; 
Hence  glowM  thy  fancy  with  poetic  ray, 
Henre  mufic  warbled  in  thy  fprightly  lay  ; 
And  hence  thy  pencil,  vviih  his  colours  warm, 
Caught  ev'ry  grace,  and  copied  ev'ry  charm, 
Whofe  tranfient  glories  beam  on  beauty's  cheek, 
And  bid  the  glowing  ivory  breathe  and  fpeak. 
Bleft  pencil !   by  kind  fate  ordain'd  to  fave 
Hnnora's  fcmblance  from  f  her  early  grave. 
Oh  !  while  on  *  Julia's  arm  it  fweetly  fmiles, 
And  each  lorn  thought,  each  long  regret  beguiles. 
Fondly  flie  weeps  the  hand,  which  form'd  the  fpell. 

Now  Ihroudlefi  mould'ring  in  its  eartliy  cell  ! 

But  lure  the  youth,  whofe  ill-llarr'd  paffion  flrovc 

With  all  the  pangs  of  inaufplcious  love. 

Full  oft'  deplor'd  the  fatal  art,  that  llole 

The  jocund  freedom  of  its  mafter's  foul ! 

While  with  nice  hand  he  mark'd  the  living  grace, 

And  matchlefs  fvveetnefs  of  Honora's  face, 

Th'  enamour'd  youth  the  faithful  traces  bleft. 

That  biU'b'd  the  dart  of  beauty  In  his  breaft  ; 

Around  his  neck  th'  enchanting  portrait  hung, 

While  a  warm  vow  burft  ardent  from  his  tongue. 

That  from  his  bofom  no  fucceeding  day. 

No  chance  fliould  bear  that  talifman  away. 

'Tvvfis  vhus  II  Apelles  balk'd  in  beauty's  blaze, 

And  felt  the  mifchief  of  the  ftedfaft  gaze  ; 

t  F.ar'y  ^razr,— Mifs  Honora  S— —  fo  whom  Mr.  Andre's  attachment  was 
of  fiicli  singular  conftancy,  died  in  a  confumption  a  few  months  before  he 
ftjffcr'd  death  at  Tapran.  She  h.id  married  another  gentleman  four  years  after 
her  engagement  with  Mr   Andte  had  been  diffolv'd  by  parental  antliority. 

'  Julia's  arm  — Mr.    Andre  drew  two    miniature  pictures  of  Mifs  Honora 

S. on  his  firft  acquaintance  with  her  at  Buxton,  in  the  year  1769,  one 

for  himfelf,  the  other  tor  the  author  of  this  poem. 

[|  "Tijuijs  thus  Jpei'les. Prior  is  very  elegant   upon  this  circumftante  in  an 

Ode  to  his  friend  Air.  Hpvruid  the  painter. 

Trac'd 
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Trac'd  with  diforder'd  hand  Ciimpafpe's  charms, 

And  as  their  beams  the  kindling  canvas  warms, 

Triumphant  love,  with  ftlll  luperiorart, 

Engraves  their  wonders  on  the  painter's  heart. 
Dear  loft  companion  !  ever  conftant  youth  1 

That  fate  had  fmil'd  propitious  on  thy  truth  ! 

Nor  bound  th'  enfanguin'd  laurel  on  that  brow 

"Where  love  ordain'd  his  brightcll:  wreath  to  glow  ! 

Then  peace  had  led  thee  to  her  foftell  bow'rs, 

And  Hymen  ilrew'd  thy  path  with  all  his  flow'rs  ; 

Drawn  to  thy  roof,  by  friendlhip's  iilvercord. 

Each  fecial  joy  had  brighten'd  at  thy  board  ; 
Science,  and  foft  afFeftion's  blended  rays 
Had  fhone  unclouded  on  thy  lengthen'd  days  ; 

From  hour  to  hour  thy  tafte,  with  confcious  pride, 
Had  mark'd  new  talents  in  thy  lovely  bride ; 
Till  thou  hadft  own'd  the  magic  of  her  face 
Thy  fair  Honora's  leaft  engag.ng  grace. 
Dear  loft  Honora  !  o'er  thy  enrly  bier 
Sorrowing  the  Mufe  Hill  IheJs  her  facred  tear  ! 
The  blufl'ing  rofe-bud  in  its  vernal  bed, 
By  zephyrs  fan'd,  by  glift'ring  Jew-drops  fed. 
In  Jun'^'s  gay  morn  that  fcents  the  ambient  air. 
Was  not  mure  fweet,  more  innocent,  or  fair. 
Oh  !  when  fuch  pairs  their  kindred  fpirit  find. 
When  fenfeand  virtue  deck  c;)ch  fpotlefs  mind, 
Hard  is  the  doom  that  fliall  the  union  break, 
And  fate's  dark  billow  rifes  o'er  the  wreck. 


EXTRACT  from  the  fourth  Eook  of  Mr.  Mason's  ENGLISH 

GARDEN; 

ONE  native  glory,  more  than  all  fublime, 
Alcander's  icene  pofleft  :  'Twas  ocean's  felf ■  ■  . 

He,  boift'rousking,  againll  the  eaftern  cliffs 
Dafli'd  his  white  foam  ;  a  verdant  vale  between 
Gave  fplendid  ingrefs  to  his  world  of  waves.  ^ 

Slaunting  this  vale  the  mound  of  that  clear  ftream 
Lay  hid  in  fliade,  which  llowly  lav'd  his  li.wn  : 
But  there  fet  free,  the  rill  refum'd  its  pace. 
And  hurried  to  the  main.     I'he  dell  it  pafl 
Was  rocky  and  retir'd:   here  art  with  eafe 
Might  lead  it  o'er  a  grot,  and  fiiter'd  there. 
Teach  it  to  fparkle  down  its  craggy  fides. 
And  fall  and  tinkle  on  its  pebbled  floor. 


Here  then  that  grot  he  builds,  and  conchs  with  fpars, 
Jtlofs  petrified  ttith  branching  coralliaes 


In 
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In  mingled  mode  arranges  :  all  found  here 

Propriety  of  place  ;  what  view'd  the  main 

Might  well  the  flielly  gifts  of  Thetis  bear. 

Not  fo  the  inland  cave  :  with  richer  ftore 

Than  thofe  the  neighb'ring  mines  and  mountains  yie.^ 

To  hang  its  roof,  would  leem  incongruous  pride, 

And  fright  the  local  genius  from  the  fcene. 

One  vernal  morn,  as  urging  here  the  work 
Surrounded  by  his  hinds,  from  mild  to  cold 
The  feafon  chang'd,  from  cold  to  fudden  ftorm. 
From  ftorm  to  whirlwind.     To  the  angry  main 
Swiftly  he  turns  and  fees  a  laden  fliip 
Difmafted  by  its  rage.     "  Hie,  hie  we  all,'* 
Alcander  cry'd,  "  quick  to  the  neighb'ring  beach." 
They  flew  ;  they  came,  but  only  to  behold, 
Tremendous  fight  !  the  veffel  dalh  its  poop 
Amid  the  boiling  breakers.     Need  I  tell 
What  ftienuous  arts  were  us'd,  when  all  were  us'd. 
To  fave  the  finking  crew  ?     One  tender  maid 
Alone  efcap'd,  fav'd  by  Alcander's  arm. 
Who  boldly  fwam  to  fnatch  her  from  the  plank 
To  which  file  feebly  clung  ;  fwiftly  to  fliore^ 
And  fwifter  to  his  home  the  youth  convey'd 
His  clay-cold  prize,  who  at  his  portal  firll 
By  one  deep  figh  a  fign  of  lifebetray'd. 
A  maid  fo  fav'd,  if  but  by  nature  bleft 
With  common  charms,  had  foon  awak'd  a  flame 
More  ftrong  than  pity,  in  that  melting  heart 
Which  pity  warm'd  before.     But  flie  was  fair 
As  poets  pifture  Hebe,  or  the  fpring  ; 
Graceful  withal,  as  if  each  limb  were  cafl: 
In  that  ideal  m.ould  whence  Raphael  drew 
His  Galatea  :  yes,  th'  impalfion'd  youth 
Felt  more  than  pity  when  he  view'd  her  charms. 
Yet  flie,   (ah,  ftrangc  to  tell)  tho' much  he  lov'd, 
Suppreft  as  much  that  fympathetic  flame 
Which  love  like  his  (liould  kindle  :  did  he  kneel 
In  rapture  at  her  feet  ?     She  bow'd  the  head, 
And  coldly  bad  him  rife  ;  or  did  he  plead, 
In  terms  of  pureft  paffion,  for  a  fmile  ? 
She  gave  him  but  a  tear  :  his  manly  form. 
His  virtues,  ev'n  the  courage  that  preferv'd 
Her  life,  befeem'd  no  fentiment  to  wake 
Warmer  than  gratitude  ;  and  yet  the  love 
Withheld  from  him  flie  freely  gave  his  fcenes  ; 
On  all  their  charms  a  juil  applaufe  beflow'd  ; 
And,  if  file  e'er  was  happy,  only  then 
When  wand'ring  where  thofe  charms  were  moil  dlfplay'd. 


Serena'§ 
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SERENA'S  Difficulty  In  the  Choice  of  a  Mafquerade  Drefs. 
[From  Mr.  Hay^ey's  Triumphs  of  Temper.] 

NO  W  in  Diana's  form  flie  hopes  to  meet 
A  fond  Endymion  lighing  at  her  feet ; 
Kow  her  proud  thought  terreftrial  pornp  alfuirjcs. 
And  Dian's  crefcent  yields  to  Indian  plumes  ; 
Now,  in  the  habit  of  the  Grecian  illes, 
She  hears  Ibme  Ofman  fuing  for  her  fmiles. 
And  fees  his  foul  that  blaze  of  drefs  oiitihine, 
Whofe  wealth  impoverifli'd  a  diamond  mine  ; 
Now  fimpler  charms  her  quick  attention  draw. 
The  rofe-crown'd  bonnet,  and  the  hat  of  ftraw, 
A  village-maid  Ihe  feems,  in  neat  attire, 
A  faithful  fhepherd  now  her  fole  defire. 
Thus,  as  new  figures  in  her  fancy  throng 
"  She's  every  thing  by  ftarts,  and  nothing  long  ;" 
But,  in  the  fpace  of  one  revolving  hour, 
Jlies  thro'  all  flates  of  poverty  and  power, 
All  forms,  on  whom  her  veering  mind  can  pitch, 
Sultana,  gipfy,  goddefs,  nymph,  and  witch. 
At  kngth,  her  foul  with  Shakfpeare's  magic  fraught. 
The  wand  of  Ariel  fixt  her  roving  thought ; 
Ariel's  light  graces  all  her  heart  poflefs. 
And  Jenny's  order'd  to  prepare  the  drefs. 
It  feems  already  bought,  with  fond  applaufe  ; 
An  azure  tilTue,  and  a  filver  gauze  ; 
Too  foon,  alas  !  that  garb  of  heavenly  hue 
The  ready  mercer  flaflies  to  her  view. 
Ah  blind  to  fate  !   how  oft  the  youthful  belle 
Feels  her  gay  heart  at  light  of  tiffue  fwell  ! 
And  thinks  the  fafliionable  filk  muft  prove 
Her  robe  of  triumph,  and  a  fpell  to  love  ! 
To  thee,  fweet  maid,  whofe  pleafu re-darting  eyes, 
Joy  in  this  favourite  veft,  an  hour  fliall  rife, 
When  thou  ihalt  hate  the  filk  fo  fondly  '":  itght. 
And  wifh  thy  fdver-fpotted  gaufe  unbought. 

Defcription    of   E  N  N  U  I. 
[From  the  fame  Poem.] 

I  T  H  I  N  that  ample  nich. 

With  every  quaint  device  of  fplendor  rich, 

Yon  phantom,  who,  from  vulgar  eyes  withdrawn, 

Appears  to  ftretch  in  one  eternal  yawn  ; 

Of 
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Of  empire  here  he  holds  the  totterhig  helm, 

Prime  minifter  in  Spleen's  difcordant  realm, 

The  pillar  of  her  fpreading  flate,  and  more, 

Her  darling  offspring,  whom  on  earth  Ihe  bore  ; 

For,  as  on  earth  his  wayward  mother  ftray'd, 

Grandeur,  with  eyes  of  fire,  her  form  furvey'd, 

And  with  Urong  pailion  flarting  from  his  throne, 

Unloos'd  the  fullen  queen's  relu£lant  zone. 

From  his  embrace,  conceiv'd  in  moody  joy, 

Rofc  the  round  image  of  a  bloated  boy  : 

His  nurfe  was  Indolence  ;  his  tutor  Pomp, 

Who  kept  the  child  from  every  childifh  romp  ; 

They  rear'd  their  nurfling  to  the  bulk  you  fee. 

And  his  proud  parents  call'd  their  imp  Ennui. 

This  realm  he  rules,  and  in  fuperb  attire 

Vifits  each  earthly  palace  of  his  fire  : 

A  thoufand  fhapes  he  wears,  now  pert,  now  prim, 

Purfues  each  grave  conceit,  or  idle  whim  ; 

In  arms,  in  arts,  in  government  engages. 

With  monarchs,  poets,  politicians,  fages  ; 

But  drops  each  work,  the  moment  it's  begun, 

And,  trying  all  things,  can  accomplifh  none  : 

Yet  o'er  each  mnk,  and  age,  and  fex,  his  fway. 

Spreads  undilcern'd,  and  makes  the  world  his  prey. 

The  light  coquet,  amid  flirtation,  fighs. 

To  find  him  lurk  in  Pleafure's  vain  difguife  ; 

And  the  grave  nun  difcovers,  in  her  cell,  , 

That  holy  water  buts  augments  his  fpell. 

As  tl-ie  Urange  monller  of  the  ferpent  breed, 

That  haunts,  as  travellers  tell,  the  marfliy  mead, 

Devours  each  nobler  beaft,  tho'  firmly  grown 

To  fize  and  flrength  fuperior  to  his  own  ; — 

For  on  the  grazing  horfe,  or  larger  bull. 

Subtly  he  fprings,  of  dark  faliva  full. 

With  fwiftly-darting  tongue  his  prey  anoints 

With  venom,  potent  to  difTolve  its  joints, 

And,  while  its  bulk  in  liquid  polfon  fwims, 

Swallows  its  melting  bone,  and  fluid  limbs  :  — 

So  this  Ennui,  this  w^onder-worklng  elf, 

Can  vanquifti  powers  far  mightier  than  himfelf. 

Defcrlption    of   SCANDAL. 
[From  the  fame  Poem.] 

WPvAPT  in  dark  mifts,  malignant  Scandal  flies, 
While  Envy's  poifon'd  breath  the  buoyant  gale  fupplies. 
Tho'  Sheridan,  with  fliafts  of  comic  wit, 
Pierc'd,  and  expos'd  her  to  the  laughing  pit, 

Th* 
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Th'  immortal  hag  Aill  wears  her  paper  crown  ; 
The  dreaded  einprcis  of  the  idle  town  : 
O'erleaping'  her  prerogative  of  old, 
To  fink  the  noble,  to  defame  the  bold  ; — 
In  chace  of  worth  to  ilip  the  dogs  of  ftrife. 
Thro'  all  the  ample  range  of  public  lifej — 
The  tyrant  now,  that  lanCluary  burif, 
Where  Happinefs  by  Privacy  is  nurft. 
Her  fury  riling  as  her  powers  increafe, 
O'erturns  the  altars  of  domelHc  Peace. 
Pleas'd  in  her  dark  and  gall-dlililling  cloud 
The  fportlve  form  of  Innocence  to  fliroud. 
Beauty's  young  train  her  baleful  eyes  furvey, 
To  mark  the  faired,  as  her  favourite  prey. 
Hence,  fweet  Serenn,  while  thy  fpirit  ftray'd 
Round  the  deep  realms  of  fubterranean  (hade, 
This  keeneft  agent  of  th'  infernal  powers 
On  earth  was  bulled  in  thofe  tranquil  hours. 
To  blaft  thy  peace,  and  poiibn'd  darts  to  aim, 
Againll  the  honour  of  thy  fpotlcfs  name  : 
For  Scandal,  reftlefs  fiend,  who  never  knows 
The  balmy  bleffing  of  an  hour's  repofe, 
Worn,  yet  unfated  with  her  daily  toil. 
In  her  bafe  work  confumes  the  midnight  oil. 
O'er  fiercer  fiends  when  heavy  (lumbers  creep, 
When  wearied  Avarice  and  Ambition  lleep, 
Scandal  is  vigilant,  and  keen  to  fpread 
The  plagues  that  fpring  from  her  prolific  head. 
On  Truth's  fair  bafis  flie  her  falfehood  builds, 
With  tinfel  fentiment  its  furface  guilds  ; 
To  nightly  labour  from  their  dark  abodes 
The  demons  of  the  groaning  prefs  {he.  goads, 
And  fmiles  to  fee  their  rapid  art  fupply 
Ten  thoufand  wings  to  every  infant  lye. 


Conclusion  of  the  Poem. 


AT  length  the  enraptur'd  youth,  all  forms  compleat, 
Bears  his  fweei  bride  to  his  paternal  feat ; 
On  a  fair  lawn  the  chearful  manfion  ftood, 
And  high  behind  it  rofe  a  circling  wood. 
As  the  blefs'd  lord  of  this  exteniive  reign 
Led  his  dear  partner  thro'  her  new  domain, 
With  fond  furprize,  Serei)a  loon  defcried 
A  temple  rais'd  to  her  aetherial  guide. 
Its  ornaments  flie  view'd  with  tender  awe, 
Their  faftiion  fuch  as  flie  in  vifion  faw  ; 

For 
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For  the  kind  youth,  her  grateful  fmile  to  gain, 
Had,  from  her  clear  defcription,  deck'd  the  fane. 
Joytul  he  cried,  to  his  angelic  wife, 
"  Be  this  kind  power  the  worflaip  of  our  life  !" 
He  fpoke,  and  led  her  to  the  inmofi:  flirine  ; 
Here,  link'd  in  rofy  bands,  two  votaries  fhine  ; 
The  pencil  had  imparted  life  to  each, 
With  energy  that  feein'd  beyond  its  reach. 
Firft  flood  Connubial  Love,  a  manly  youth, 
Whofe  bright  eye  fpokc  the  ardent  vows  of  truth  ; 
Friendfliip,  fweet  fmiling,  fill'd  the  fecond  place, 
In  all  the  fofter  charms  of  virgin  g;ace. 
Their  meeting  arms  a  myflic  tablet  r-iife, 
Deck'd  with  thefe  lines,  the  moral  of  my  lays  : 
"  Virtue's  an  ingot  of  Peruvian  gold, 
Senfe  the  bright  ore,   Potofi's  mines  unfold  ; 
But  Temper's  image  mull  their  ufe  create. 
And  give  thefe  precious  metals  fterllng  Mffeight." 


INFLUENCE   of  CHIVALRY,    In  freeing  Europe  from  the 
growing  Dominion  of  the  Moors. 

[From  Mr.  Mickle's  Almada  Hill.] 

I UT  turn  we  now  from  Chivalry  difeafcd, 

To  Chivalry  when  Honour's  wreath  flie  feized 

From  Wifdom's  hand. — From  Taurus'  rugged  fteep. 

And  Caucafus,  far  round  with  headlong  fweep, 

As  wolves  wild  howling  from  their  familh'd  <ienj 

Rudi'd  the  devouring  bands  of  Sarazen  -. 

Their  favage  genius,  giant-like  and  blind. 

Trampling  with  fullcn  joy  on  human  kind, 

AiTyria  lay  its  own  uncover'd  grave. 

And  Gallia  trembled  to  th'  Atlantic  wave  : 

In  awful  warte  the  faireft  cities  moan'd, 

And  human  Liberty  expiring  groan'd 

When  Chivalry  arofe  : — Her  ardent  eye 

Sublime,  that  fondly  mingled  with  the  iky. 

Where  Patience  watch'd,  and  ftedfad  Purpofe  fro^n'd 

Mixt  with  Devotion's  fire,  flie  darted  round. 

Stern  and  indignant  ;  on  her  glittering  (liield 

The  Crofs  {he  bore,  and  proudly  to  the  field 

High  plum'd  (lie  rufli'd  ;  by  Honour's  dazzling  fired, 

Confcious  of  Heaven's  own  caufe,  and  all  infpired 

By  holy  vows,  as  on  the  frowning  tower  ' 

The  lightning  vollies,  on  the  crefted  power 

Of  Sarazen  (he  wing'd  her  javelin's  way, 

And  the  wide-wafting  giant  proftrate  lay. 

DOMESTIC 
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DOMESTIC    LITERATURE, 

Of     the     Year     1781, 


DIVINITY,  in  the  prcfcnt 
year,  hath  not  made  fodlftin- 
guilhed  a  figure  as  it  did  in  t)ie 
laft  ;  the  theolo^^ical  productions  ot 
1 781  being  inferior  in  number,  im- 
portance, and  vaUie.  Neverthe- 
lefs,  Ibine  tew  have  appeared  which 
are  not  unworthy  of  notice.  Ot 
thefe,  the  iirft  place  is  due  to  Mr. 
Taylor's  "  Thoughts  on  the  Na- 
ture of  the  Grand  Apollacy  ;  with 
Reflections  and  Obfervations  on  the 
fifteenth  Chapter  of  Mr,  Gibbon's 
Hiliory  of  the  Decline  and  Fall  of 
the  Roman  Empire."  We  do  not  ad- 
mire the  title  of  the  book  ;  and  we 
could  have  wiflied  that  the  author 
had  not  interfperfed  in  his  work  fo 
many  of  his  peculiar  ideas  con- 
cerning the  Millennium.  But  not- 
withftanding  this,  it  is  a  treatife  of 
great  merit,  with  regard  to  inge- 
nuity, learning,  and  true  know- 
ledge of  Chriltianity.  Indeed,  it 
is  one  of  the  completeft,  if  it  be 
not  abiolutely  the  ccmpletell:  an- 
fwer  that  h;Uh  been  given  to  Mr. 
Gibbon,  though  it  will  not  be  fo 
popular  as  Dr.  Watfon's  Apology. 
Mr.  Taylor^  who  is  the  fame  gen- 
tleman that  wrote  Ben  Mordecai's 
Letters,  hath  mixed  feveral  frrukes 
of  humour  in  the  prefent  perform- 
ance, which  occafionally  give  it  an 
agreeable  vivacity.  His  introduc- 
tory obfervations  on  the  benefits  of 
1781. 


fneering  are  very  pleafant.  Of  the 
three  difiertations  annexed,  to  the 
work,  the  third  on  "  Prophecy,"  by 
the  late  rev.  Mr.  Richard  Favell, 
reftor  of  St.  Maurice,  in  Winchef- 
ter,  is  peculiarly  valuable  ;  and  cau- 
fes  us  to  regret  that  the  world  is  de- 
prived of  a  clergyman,  who,  if  we 
may  judge  from  this  fpecimen  of  his 
abilities,  would  have  been  a  diftin- 
guiflied  ornament  to  theological  li- 
terature, and  a  refpeftable  and  ju- 
dicious defender  of  revelation. 

Mr.  Madan  hath  purfued  his  ab- 
furd  and  infamous  defence  of  poly- 
gamy, in  another  volume  ot  the 
Thelyphthora.  In  this  volume,  be- 
fides  endeavouring,  in  vain,  to  an- 
fwer  the  obje6lions  which  have  been 
made  to  his  doctrine,  he  principally 
employs  himfelf  in  abufing  the  fa- 
thers. Againft  the  fiithers,  who  have 
many  weakneffes  to  anfvver  for, 
much  may  be  faid  with  an  appear- 
ance of  realon  and  julHce.  But 
they  mull:  have  been  far  worfe  than 
they  were,  to  have  excited  Mr. 
Madan's  admiration-  and  applaufe. 
With  all  »^heir  faults,  they  were  not 
weak  or  wicked  enough  to  give  co\m- 
tennnce  to  the  fyftem  which  he  hath 
fupported;  and  hence  it  is  that  he  is 
filled  with  indignation  againft  them, 
and  treats  them  without  mercy.  His 
knowledge  of  them,  however,  i> 
net  founded  on  original  learning, 
O  but 
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but  is  drawn  from  modern  compi- 
lers, and  even  bad  tranllations  of 
thofe  compilers.  The  confequence 
of  ihis  is,  that  to  wrong  arguments 
lie  hath  added  a  fufficient  quantity 
of  blunders,  as  hath  amply  and  de- 
cifively  been  fiievvn  in  the  Monthly 
Seview.  Several  dillincl  antago- 
niits  have  appeared  agaiiiit  him  in 
the  courfc  of  the  year.  Mr.  Pal- 
mer, a  difft-nting  clergyman,  refi- 
dent  at  Birmingham,  in  his  "Exa- 
mination of  the  Thelyphthora"  hath 
advanced  fome  fcriptural  confider- 
ations  of  great  weight  in  thecontro- 
verfy.  The  people  of  Mr.  Madan's 
own  profeffion,  the  Methodifts,  have 
been  peculiarly  felicitous,  by  ex- 
prelfing  their  indignation  againft 
hisdoftrinc,  to  wipe  off  the  reproach 
he  has  caft  upon  their  fed.  Mr. 
Hill,  in  his  "  Bleffings  of  Polygamy 
difplayed,"  hath  attacked  him  with 
argument  and  wit  ;  and  hath  re- 
peated his  attack,  In  the  fame  way, 
in  the  "  Cobler's  Letter."  Even  Mi;. 
Madan'3  old  and  particular  friend, 
the  reftor  of  Aldwinckle,  hath 
vyritten  againft  hiin  ;  and  hath  done 
it  with  no  fmall  advantage,  in  his 
*'  Scriptural  Refutation."  The  con- 
troverfy  is  now,  we  believe,  brought 
nearly  to  a  conclufum  ;  and  the 
time  cannot  be  far  off  in  which  the 
Thelyphthora  will  fink  into  total 
contempt  and  oblivion. 

The  Trinity  hath  again  become 
the  cbjcft  of  attention  to  foine  of 
our  divines.  Mr.  Shepherd's  "Free 
Examination  of  the  Socinian  Expo- 
lition  of  the  prefatory  Verfes  of  St. 
John's  Gofpel,"  is  another  addition 
to  the  numerous  treatifes  v/hich 
have  been  publifhed  on  that  contro- 
verted and  difficult  palfage.  The 
learned  writer  earneftly  contends, 
that  this  pafllige  affords  a  deLilive 
proof  both  of  the  pre-exiftence  and 
the   divinity  of    Chrifl:  ;     and  the 


praife  cannot  be  denied  hiin  of. 
having  fupported  his  argument  with 
ability.  Whether  his  fuccefs  hath 
been  equal  to  his  ability,  v.ill,  un- 
queftionably,  ftill  continue  to  be 
doubted. 

Very  different  are  the  avowed  fen- 
timents  of  Mr.  Lindfey  on  the 
fame  fubjeft.  This  gentleman,  in 
a  little  traft,  entitled  "  The  Catc- 
chift,"  which  feems  intended  for  the 
ufe  of  common  Chriftians,  hath  en- 
deavoured to  fhew,  from  the  general 
teftimony  of  fcripture,  that  the  fupre- 
macy  of  the  one  God  and  father  of 
all,  is  the  uniform  voice  of  reve- 
lation ;  and  what  he  hath  obferved, 
in  defence  of  a  do(5trine  fo  appa- 
rently rational,  is  highly  deferving 
of  confideration.  Many,  however, 
will  think  that  difficulties  ftill  re- 
main, with  regard  to  feveral  paf- 
fages  in  the  facred  writings,  of  which 
he  hath  attempted  to  give  an  expla- 
nation. 

Another  gentleman,  of  the  fame 
turn  of  thinking  with  Mr.  Lindfey, 
hath  written,  *'  A  free  and  ferious 
Addrefs  to  the  Chriftian  Laity,,  cf- 
pccially  fuch'  as,  embracing  the 
Unitarian  Sentiments,  conform  to 
Trinitarian  Worlhip."  In  this  ad- 
drefs,  the  author  endeavours  to 
prove,  that  thofe  perfons  who  rejecf^ 
the  belief  of  the  Trii^ity  ought  not 
to  join  in  offices  of  devotion  which 
are  founded  upon  the  admiffion  of 
that  dosTtrinc.  The  point  is  urged 
with  great  eai'neftncfs,  and  we  do 
not  fee  what  anfwer  can  be  given  to 
the  writer's  arguments,  by  the  men 
who  embrace  the  Unitarian  piinci- 
ples,  and  yet  comply  with  the  Atha- 
nafian  forms  of  vvorihipping  the 
Deity. 

The  '*  Pvemarks  on  ?Jr.  Lind- 
fsy's  Differtiit'on  upon  praying  to 
Chnft,"afford  a  farther  difcuffion  of  a- 
quellion    which    hath    lately    been 
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much  agitated  in  the  theological 
world.  jVLiny  even  of  thole  who 
admit  the  inferiority  of  the  Son  to 
the  Father,  contend,  that  a  certain 
degree  of  fubordinate  worfliip  is  to 
be  paid  to  our  Blefled  Saviour,  and 
that  this  is  cxprefsly  appointed  in 
fcripture,  and  confirmed  by  various 
indances.  The  matter  is  ftill  in 
controverfy  amonjf  our  divines,  and 
it  is  probable  that  it  will  not  fpccdily 
be  decided  ;  unlefs  a  fuller  and  more 
elaborate  trcatiic  be  written  upon 
the  fubjefl  than  hath  yet  been  given 
to  the  public. 

Wakefield's  *'  Eflay  on  Infpi rati- 
on confidered  chiefly  with  refpeft  to 
the  Evangelillp,"  is  the  work  of  a 
young  man,  whofezeal  todiftinguifli 
himfelf  is  fuperior  to  his  knowledge 
and  judgment.  There  is  a  petulant 
foruardnefs  in  the  preface,  which, 
though  it  may  proceed  from  an  ho- 
ncft  ardour  in  the  caufe  of  Chriftian 
J?  liberty,  would  have  been  well  ex- 
changed for  a  little  modefty  anddif- 
cretion.  As  to  the  efiiiy  itfelf,  fo 
far  as  what  is  advanced  is  true,  and 
reafonable,  there  is  little  in  it  but 
what  hath  long  been  admitted  by 
rational  divines  ;  and  where  Mr. 
Wakefield  goes  out  of  the  common 
road,  he  generally  betrays  himfelf 
by  hafty  aiTertions.  Wh.it  he  hath 
alleged,  in  particular,  concerning 
St.  Luke's  account  of  the  two  ma- 
lefactors who  were  crucified  with 
Jefus,  is  remarkably  crude  and  inju- 
dicious, and  proves  the  writer's  ig- 
norance of  the  fubjeft.  A  trcatife 
on  infpi  ration,  which  fliould  ,  be 
more  full,  accurate,  critical,  and 
ipeclfic  than  moft  that  have  yer  ap- 
peared, would  be  an  acceptable 
prefent  to  the  lovers  of  facred  lite- 
rature. 

Mr.  Wakefield's  "  New  Tranf- 
lation  of  the  firft  Enillle  of  Paul  to 


the  Theflalonians,"  and  .which  is 
publiflied  as  a  fpeciincn  of  an  in- 
tended tranflation  of  the  whcde  New 
Tefiament,  hi.th  only  convinced  us 
that  the  author  ought  to  wait  feme 
years  before  he  eng-ages  in  fo  ardu- 
ous  an  undertakmg. 

The  controverfy  between  the 
bifliop  of  Waterfordand  Dr.  Prieil- 
ley,  concerning  the  duration  of  our 
Lord's  miniftry,  harh  been  carried 
on  with  the  fame  candour  ;;nd  good 
manners  as  before.  The  bifnop  hath 
anfwered  Dr  Prieftley's  fecond  let- 
ter, and  this  hath  produced  a  reply 
from  the  do£lor,  in  a  third  addrels 
to  his  lordfliip.  The  debate  is  now, 
perhaps,  brought  to  a  conclufion  ; 
and  each  of  the  difputants  will  pro- 
bably fit  down  fully  fatisfied  with  hia 
own  opinion. 

Mr.  Green's  "  Poetical  Parts  of 
the  Old  Teftament,  newly  trandated 
from  the  Hebrew,"  is  the  pro- 
duction of  a  veteran  in  fcripture 
criticix"m.  The  author  is  -x  ftrenu- 
ous  advocate  for  the  truth  of  bilhop 
Hare's  fyftem,  with  regard  to  the 
verfification  and  metre  of  the  an- 
cient poetry  of  the  Jews.  In  this 
refped,  the  learned  will  fcarcelv 
agree  with  Mr.  Green,  after  what 
hath  been  fo  w^ell,  and  as  we  think, 
fo  decifively  alleged  upon  the  fub- 
ject,  by  Dr.  Lowth.  In  other  points, 
the  public  is  indebted  to  the  worthy 
and  learned  illuftrator,  for  many 
valuable  remarks. 

Mr.  Farrer's  "  Seleaion  of  He- 
brew Poems  tranflated,"  is  a  frefh 
inftance  of  the  difficulty  of  fuccefs 
in  .rendering  fome  of  the  moft  af- 
fefting-  and  fublime  pafTagcs  of  the 
Pfalins  and  prophets  into  Engliflx 
verfe. 

Were  it  not  for  the  name  and  dig- 
nity of  the  writer,  we  fliould  fcarce- 
ly  have  taken  notice  of  Dr.  Bagot's 
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Letter  to  Dr.  Bell,  upon  the  facra- 
ment  of  the  Lord's  flipper.  Indeed, 
It  is  the  lefs  worthy  of  attention,  as 
it  is  notadlfquilicion  into  the  nature 
and  defign  of  the  orduiance,  but  a 
rebuke  to  Dr.  Bell,  for  giving  fuch 
a  view  of  it  as  is  fuppofcd  to  be 
different  from  that  of  the  chinch. 
This,  however,  is  a  matter  which 
relates  to  himfelf.  Dr.  Bell,  we 
doubt  not,  is  fatisfied  with  his  own 
conduct;  and,  in  the  meanwhile, 
the  world  is  obliged  to  him  for  his 
rational  and  fcriptural  account  ol' 
the  inftitution. 

Robinfon  on  Toleration  doth  not 
relate  to  that  fubjeft  in  general,  but 
is  a  defence  of  what  is  called  free 
communion  ainongft  the  Antipado- 
Baptifts  ;  that  is,  the  admiffion  of 
thole  perfons  to  partake  of  the  holy 
facrament  in  their  churches,  who 
refufe  to  be  baptized  by  immerlion, 
becaufe  they  lincerely  believe,  that 
they  have  been  rightly  baptized  by 
fprinklingin  their  infoncy. 

Mr.  Williams's  DilTertation  on 
Scripture  Imprecations,  prefixed  to 
his  coUeiStion  of  Pfalms  for  public 
worfliip,  is  upon  a  queition  of  im- 
portance in  theology.  The  defign 
of  the  author  is  to  vindicate  the  fa- 
cred  writers  in  general,  and  the 
pfaltnift  in  particular,  from  the 
\-harge  of  indulging  and  counte- 
nancing a  malevolent  fpirit.  With 
this  view  the  pofition  he  endeavours 
to  eftablifli  is,  that  the  Hebrew 
texts  exprefs  no  kind  of  n.vijh^  but 
are  only  fo  tuany  denunciations  of 
the  jult  difpleafure  of  God  againil 
thole,  who  were  or  fliould  be  guilty 
of  the  feveral  fins  there  mentioned, 
and  of  the  judgments  they  might 
reafonably  expect  to  follow,  unlefs 
prevented  by  a  timely  and  thorough 
repentance.  What  Mr.  Williams 
hath  advanced,  in  fupport  of  his 
pofition,  appears  to  be  founded  on 
truth  and  rcafon. 


The  Sermon?,  as  well  as  the 
Theological  productions  in  general 
of  the  year,  have  not  been  equal  to 
thofeof  1780.  We  canuot,  among 
the  writers  of  this  kind,  menti-Jii  a 
Huid,  a  Blair,  or  a  Mainwaring. 
All  which  can  be  faid  of  Dr.  God- 
dard's  Dlfcourfes  is,  that  they  are 
plain,  pradical,  and  ufeful  ;  for 
they  do  not  1  ife  to  any  peculiar  dig- 
nity of  fentiment,  or  elegance  of 
compolitlon.  Of  Mr.  Tatham's  Ser- 
mons, likewife,  though  the  produc- 
tions of  a  man  of  abilities,  it  cannot, 
we  believe,  be  afierted,  that  they 
are  likely  to  procure  him  a  more 
than  common  reputation.  They 
do  not  always  contain  that  fimpli- 
city  and  nervoufnefs  of  ilyle,  at 
which  the  writer  profefles  to  aim  ; 
and  there  is  too  much  in  them  of 
thofe  difputable  dodrines,  which 
we  could  w:fli  to  fee  for  ever  ba- 
niflicd  from  the  pulpit. 

A  particular  teftimony  of  refpe£l 
is  due  to  the  late  excellent  Bifhop 
of  Sodor  and  Man,  Dr.  Thomas 
Wilfon.  His  fon,  the  prefcnt  Dr. 
Wilfon,  fo  well  known  by  his  pa- 
triotic attachments,  hath  publlfiied 
a  fplendld  edition  of  his  father's 
works  ;  which  muft  be  acknowledg- 
ed to  be  a  proper  and  an  honour- 
able Inflance  of  regard  to  the  me- 
mory of  fo  pious  and  worthy  a  pa- 
rent. The  fecond  volume  confifts 
of  a  hundred  fermons  never  before 
printed.  The  fimpliclty  of  ftyle 
and  fentiment  renders  them  the 
moii  proper  model  of  difcourfes  for 
common  families,  fervants,  and  the 
lower  order  ol  people,  that,  per- 
haps, can  be  found  In  this  country. 
They  are  eafy,  plain,  and  intelli- 
gible, in  a  degree  that  muft  beievel 
tothemeaneft  underftandlng.  It  is 
to  be  regretted  that  the  good  bifhop's 
zeal  for  all  the  doiSlrines  and  cere- 
monies of  the  Church  hath  occa- 
lioned  him  to  mix  fome  things  in 
3  th« 
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tlie  fermons  which  judicious  per fons 
would  be  glad  to  have  let  n  oiiiitted. 
They  might,  othcr'.vile,  have  ferved 
for  the  Sund;iy  evening's inftnictions 
of  every  Chrillian  family,  of  every 
religious  denomination. 

As  to  Dr.  iV  eve's  Sermons,  preach- 
ed at  Mr.  Bampicn's  Oxford  lec- 
ture, we  are  concerned  to  lee  men 
of  parts  imd  lin  rature,  cramped  by 
fo  confined  an  objed:  Noth  ng 
very  inttrefting  or  important  will 
ever  be  produced  by  this  lecture. 
The  fubii  (fts,  even  li  they  had  been 
more  judic-'-'Uny  chofen,  are  too  li- 
mited to  aifoid  icope  tor  great  exer- 
tions. The  inftitution  of  Mr  Boyle, 
which  hath  gven  birth  to  fuch  a 
number  of  excellent  detejices  of  re- 
ligion, hath  for  fome  years  been 
upon  the  decline.  The  Warburto- 
nian  Icc^ture,  though  of  fuch  recent 
original,  aireaiiy  languillies  from 
the  difficuby  there  is  in  engaging  able 
men  to  undertake  it.  If  fuch  be  the 
fate  of  more  valuable  defigns,  we 
may  venture  to  pronounce,  that  Mr. 
Bampton's  inftitutionwill  notbe  long 
in  finking  into  total  infignificance. 

Mr.  Ramfay's  "  Sea  Sermons" 
ought  not  to  be  p-ifled  over  without 
a  tribute  of  refpett.  A  chaplain  of 
a  man  of  war,  who  thus  laudably 
employs  himfelf  in  ftiriing  up  the 
Britifli  failors  to  a  fenfe  of  their  pe- 
culiar duties,  is  entitled  to  applaule. 
The  dlfcourfes,  v/hich  are  the  firft 
of  the  kind,  have  a  confiderable 
degree  of  animation  ;  and  the  fub- 
jefts  are,  in  general,  well  fuited  to 
the  men  to  whom  rhey  are  addrefied. 

The  fingle  fermons  of  the  year 
make  a  more  llriking  figure  than 
thofe  which  have  appeared  in  vo- 
lumes ;  and  there  are  three  or  four 
oftheniof  fuch  uncommon  merit, 
that  the  mention  of  them  cannot  be 
om.itrcd.  The  "  Difcourfe  on  the 
late  Faft,  by  Philoleutherus  Norfol- 
cicnfis,"  and  which  is  underftood  to 


be  written  by  Dr.  Parr  of  Norwich, 
flands  dillinguiflied  above  the  reft. 
The  lengih  of  it  is  fuch,  that  it  is 
rather  a  trcatife  than  afcrmon  ;  and 
it  is  a  treadfe  of  the  higheft  value, 
aboundiiig  with  acute  and  important 
obfervations,  ftriking  and  energetic 
language,  fublime  and  pathetic  elo- 
quence. An  equal  union  of  wifdom, 
piety,  and  animation  is  feldoni  to  be 
met  with.  V\  e  do  not,  however, 
think  that  the  difcourfe  is  wholly 
free  from  faults.  A  fesv  of  the  fcn- 
timentt  might  be  objeded  to  ;  and 
the  ftyle  is  fometimes  laboured  into 
ftiiihtfs  and  obf  urity. 

Mr.  Crewe's  Sermon,  preached  at 
Oxford,  on  rhe  fifth  of  November, 
Ciines  recommended  by  various  me- 
rit. His  liberal  views  with  regard 
to  religious  toleration,  and  the  late 
relaxation  of  the  laws  againll  the 
Roman  Catholics,  demand  the  ap- 
probation of  every  enlightened  and 
generous  mind.  His  opiriions  con- 
cerning civil  liberty  jare  founded  on 
the  nobleft  ideas  of  the  rights  of  hu- 
man nature  ;  and  the  elegance  of  his 
compofition  and  language  is  fuited 
to  the  dignity  ot  his  fentiments. 

Upon  a  different  fubjett,  Mr. 
Paley's  "  Advice  to  the  young 
Clergymen  of  the  Diocefe  of  Car- 
lille,"  is  entitled  to  equal  praifes. 
The  advice  is  chiefly  intended  for 
the  lower  order  of  churchmen,  efpe- 
cially  fuch  as  fullain  the  character  of 
curates  ;  and  the  exhortations  he 
gives  are  the  refult  of  united 
wifdom,  ferioufnefs,  and  know- 
ledge of  the  world.  Nothing,  if 
properly  attended  to,  can  be  better 
calculated  to  render  clergymen  ho- 
ncuirable,  ufeful,  and  happy.  To 
fiich  men  as  Parr,  Crewe,  and 
Paley,  the  Church  of  England  may 
look  up  as  its  future  ornaments  ; 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  they  will 
not  be  permitted  to  remain  in  Na- 
tions   of    obfciirity. — Mr.     Pollle- 
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thwaite's  difcourfe  at  Cambridge, 
upon  Ifaiah,  ch^p.  vli.  ver.  14,  15, 
16,  is  another  attempt  to  explain  a 
very  difficult  and  important  prophe- 
cy, which,  at  all  times,  and  eipe- 
cially  of  late  years,  hath  much  ex- 
cited the  attention  of  the  fcriptural 
critics.  The  author's  interpreta- 
tion, by  \vhich  he  endeavours  to 
ii^-  it  to  the  Meffiah,  is  new,  inge- 
^lious,  and  well  iupported  ;  but; 
whether  he  harh  removed  every  per- 
plexity that  hath  attended  this  cele- 
brated paflage,  will  poffibly  ilill  be 
confidered  as  a  matter  juftly  to  be 
doubted. 

Did  it  comport  with  our  plan,  to 
enter  into  the  consideration  of  linglc 
iermoDS  in  general,  leveral  others 
have  been  p.ubliiked  during  the 
courfe  of  the  year,  which  might  well 
deferve  to  have  been  mentioned  : 
and  we  can  fcarcely  forgive  ourlelves 
for  having  fori^otten  more  diftinft- 
ly  to  charaderife  Mr.  Ci'ppe's  Dif- 
courfe, preached  at  York,  upon  oc- 
cafion  of  the  Fail. 

On  the  Head  of  Natural  Religion, 
the  only  production  deferving  of  pe- 
culiar regard,  is  Dr.  Balguy's  "  Di- 
vine Benevolence  allerted."  This 
is  not  a  declamatory  treatife  on  the 
fubjett,  but  one  of  the  clofeit  and 
molt  philofophical  difcuffions  of  it 
that  hath  ever  been  prefented  to  the 
public.  The  acute  and  ingenious 
writer  pi'oceeds  with  flow  and  cau- 
tious {l-?ps,  till  he  hath  fully  eftab- 
liftied  his  point.  Without  mention- 
ing Mr.  Hume,  Dr.  Balguy  appears 
to  have  intended  his  work  to  be  an 
anfwer  to  that  able  and  celebrated 
fcept'c  ;  and  the  anfwer  is  a  com- 
plete one,  fo  far  as  the  divine  bene- 
volence is  concerned.  It  is  an  ad- 
mirable fpecimen  of  a  larger  treatife 
which  the  author  has  by  him,  on  the 
iubjed  of  natural  religion  and  mo- 
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rality,  and  which,  we  hope,  will 
not  long  be  with-held  from  the  lite- 
r;!ry  world.  This  pubhcatipn,  we 
believe,  materially  contributed  to- 
wards procuring  tor  Dr.  Balguy  the 
oft'er  he  lately  had  of  the  biflioprick 
of  Gloucefier,  but  which  he  thought 
proper  to  refufe. 

With  refpcdto  Metaphyfics,  no- 
thing haih  been  produced,  during 
the  year  1781,  but  the  dvainings  of 
the  controverfy  railed  by  Dr.  Priefl- 
lev,  concerning  matter  and  fpirit, 
and  philofophical  necefiity.  Mr. 
Gilford's  Outlines  of  an  Anfwer  to 
that  gentleman's  Difquiiitions,  are 
the  produftion  of  an  able  man  who 
is  converfant  with  the  fubjedf  on 
which  he  ^vrites.  He  is  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  authors  who  affert 
the  imniateriality  of  the  human  foul, 
and  hath  given  their  fentiments  with 
perfpicuity  and  force;  but  we  da 
not  recoiled  that  there  is  any  thing 
new  in  his  arguments. 

The  fame  account  will  nearly  fuit 
Mr.  Rotheram's  "  Effay  on  the  Dif- 
tindion  between  the  Soul  and  Body 
of  Man."  Vv'ith  perfpicuity  and 
elegance  of  language,  the  author 
fupports  the  common,  and  what  is 
deemed  the  orthodox  opinion  with 
regard  to  the  efTential  diflijrence  be- 
ivveen  matter  and  ipuit. 

A  larger  proportion  of  metaphyiical 
acutenefs  muft,  perhaps,  be  afligned 
to  the  writer  of  the  "  Effay  on  the 
Nature  and  Exiftence  of  the  Mate- 
rial World."  This  writer  attacks, 
with  great  fpirit  and  vigour,  both 
Dr.  Price  and  Dr.  PrieiHey  ;  and 
defends,  with  no  fmall  degree  of 
ability,  bifliop  Berkeley's  ideal  fy- 
fiem.  From  the  agreeable  vivacity 
and  wit  with  which  he  exprefles  him- 
felf,  a  perfon  might  fometimes  be 
almofl  tempted  to  doubt  whether 
he  be  in  earneli,  and  whether  it  may 

not 
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Kot  be  his  principal  intention  to 
laugh  at  his  two  antagonills.  What- 
ever may  be  the  cafe,  the  piaife 
cannot  be  denied  him  of  eminent 
ingenuity  and  penetration. 

^The  fniall  traft  entitled  "  The 
Dot'lrine  of  Philofophical  Necellity 
invalidated"  is  the  producliion  of  a 
man  who  has  thought  upon  the 
fubjetT;.  He  hath  endeavoured  to  give 
his  arguments  the  form  of  a  demon- 
ftration  :  but,  whatever  zealous  meta- 
phyficians  may  imagine,  no  demon- 
Sration  is  to  be  expetted,  on  either 
fide,  in  the  quellion  concerning  tree 
will.  It  hath  been  debated  from 
the  time  that  men  began  to  philofo- 
phize,  and  it  will  continue  to  be  de- 
bated as  long  as  the  world  exills. 

With  regard  to  the  general  fcience 
of  Human  Nature,  and  the  Progrefs 
of  Society  and  Manners,  we  do  not 
recoUeft  any  thing  that  requires  to 
be  noticed  ;  e'^cepting  that  Mr. 
Bruce  hath  pubiiflied  a  new  edition 
of  hU  "  Firft  prineiples  of  Philo- 
fophy,"  and  Dr.  Dunbar  of  his 
"  Effays  on  the  Hiilory  of  Mankind 
in  rude  and  cultivated  Ages."  In 
thefe  editions  the  ingenious  and 
able  writers  have  confiderabiy  im- 
proved their  works.  ]Mr.  Bruce  hath 
made  large  additions  to  the  exten- 
five  and  important  plan  of  ftudy 
which  he  hath  propofed  to  the  exa- 
mination of  his  readers.  We  hope 
that  in  fome  future  time  he  vVill  be 
able  to  fill  up  the  great  outline  which 
he  hath  here  drawn  with  fo  mafterly 
a  hand. 

Concerning  Government  in  gene- 
ral and  the  Englifli  Conilitution  and 
Laws  in  particular,  the  year  1781 
h,ath  afforded  a  variety  of  publica- 
tions. If,  in  mentioning  thefe,  we 
give  the  firft  place  to  Dr.  Tucker's 
treatife  on  Civil  Government,  it  is 


not  from  the  high  fenfe  we  entertain 
of  its  merit.  The  Denn's  attack 
upon  Mr.  Locke  (for  that  is  the 
chief  purpofe  of  his  book)  is  vio- 
lent, illiberal,  and,  in  every  im- 
portant relpeft,  groundlefs.  He 
miftakes  both  Mr.  Locke's  poiitions, 
and  the  confequences  that  refult 
from  them  ;  and  then  treats  that 
great  man's  fyftem  with  reproaches, 
the  caufes  of  which  are  only  to  be 
found  in  his  own  abfurd  imagina- 
tion. The  contempt  with  which 
he  continually  ufes  the  words 
"  Lockians"  and  "  Lockian  hy- 
pothefis,"  is  unworthy  of  the  gen- 
tleman, and  unfui table  to  the  regard 
that  was  due  to  fo  eminent  a  writei;. 
Neither  hath  Dr.  Tucker  preferved 
a  confifiency  in  his  treatife ;  for 
vvhilll:  he  appears  fo  angry  with  the 
alTertors  of  the  rights  of  the  people, 
he  makes  conceffions,  which,  in  ef- 
fe*^,  deftroy  his  owndoArine,  andcah 
only  be  fupported  on  Mr.  Locke's 
general  principles.  As  to  his 
mighty  clamour  about  the  "  Ori 
ginal  Contraft,'  the  difpute  is  of 
little  importance.  If  either  Locke 
or  his  followers  have  fometimes 
cxprefTed  themfelves  unguardedly 
concerning"  it,. it  is  no  great  matter: 
the  idea  13  a  jult  one.  For  if  go- 
vernment he  a  truft  for  the  l>enefit 
of  the  "  governed,"  there  maft,  in 
the  very  nature  of  it,  be  certain 
mutual  conditions  implied,  without 
which  it  cannot  poffibly  be  efuabliih- 
ed  on  a  right  foundation.  It  cannot 
bs  denied  that  Dean  Tucker  hath 
difplayed  fome  ability  in  the  publi- 
cation before  us,  and  that  he  writes 
with  vivacity  ;  but  it  is  a  vivacity 
which  hath  an  air  of  petulance  and 
conceit.  Neither  is  his  work  delfi- 
tute  of  hiilorical  infocmaiion  ;  but 
his  account  of  the  Gothic  Conftitu- 
■tion  is  too  vioi0)itly  wrefted  to  his 
own  purpofes.  As  to  his  main  dc- 
O  4  figu 
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fign  of  bringing  I\Ir.  Locke  into 
diicredit,  we  will  anlwer  furir,  that 
his  attempt  will  be  attended  with 
little  fuccefs.  The  reputation  and 
vvriiings  ot  that  illuftiicus  philolo- 
pher  will  flourifli  in  the  uimoft  ho- 
nour and  veneration,  when  Dr. 
Tucker  fliall  be  totally  forgotten. 
Or  if  the  name  of  the  Dean  ihould 
defcend  to  poilerity  with  Mr.  Locke's, 
it  will  only  be  attached  to  it  as  that 
of  Zoilus  is  to  Homer,  with  con- 
|:empc  and  difgrace. 

1  he  author  of  the  "  Principles 
of  Law  and  Government,"  is  of  a 
very  diiferent  call:  of  mind  from  Dr. 
Tucker.  He  is  a  dii'ciple  of  Mr. 
Locke,  without  implicitly  fubfcnb- 
jng  to  every  fentiment  or  expreffion 
of  his  mafler.  He  agrees  with  him 
in  aflerting  the  rights  of  mankind 
with  ardour,  and  in  flienuoully 
maintaining  the  caufe  of  equal  liber- 
ty. His  plan  of  a  fcederal  league 
between  great  Britain  and  Ajnerica 
comes,  we  are  afraid,  too  late  to  be 
carried  into  execution, 

Nocdt's  "  Two  Difcourfcs  on 
Sovereign  Pc-wer  and  Liberty  of 
Confcience,"  tranflated  by  Mr. 
Macaulay,  prefent  us  with  another 
publication  confccrated  to  the  caufe 
of  freedom.  The  tranflator,  in  his 
notes,  hath  confirmed  and  fupported 
the  liberal  principles  of  the  original 
author.  It  is  a  fliame  to  this  coun- 
try, that,  whilfl:  foreigners  are  en- 
larging their  conceptions  of  the  civil 
and  religious  rights  of  human  nature, 
and  difFufmg  their  rational  and  gene- 
rous ideas  through  the  world,  there 
are  perfons  amongil  us,  and  thofe, 
too,  of  lome  name,  who  advance 
tenets  of  a  flavifh  and  jsigotted 
kind. 

Jbbetfon's  >'  Dlflertatioji  on  the 
National  AfTemblies  under  the  Saxon 
3ndI^JormanGovcrnment,";iircrtsthe 
p.ncient  free  conftitution  of  England, 


efpecially  in  the  Saxon  times.  Ths 
author  maintains  his  point  w^ith  an 
ability  and  learning  v\hich  (liew, 
that,  as  a  young  barriiler,  be  has 
employed  his  hours  to  good  purpofe. 
Though  he  is  no  friend  to  the  ariifo- 
cracy  of  the  feudal  fyflem,  he  hath 
proved,  that  the  foccage  tenants 
Avere  not  in  fuch  a  fl  .tc  of  ll.;very  as 
is  reprefented  by  Dean  Ticker. 
Mr.   Ibbetfon    publiihed,   in   1780, 

'  "  A  DilTtrtiition  on  the  Judi>:ial 
Cuflotns  of  the  Saxon  and  Norman 
Age;"  a  tra6t  which  elcapcd  our 
potice. 

Mr.  De  Lolme  hath  given  a  new 
edition  of  his  celebrated  and  excel- 
lent treatife  on  the  conftitution  of 
England,  with  four  additional  chap- 

^  ters.  Thefe  chapters  contain  fome 
farther  ufeful  informatioii,  and  fome 
curious  difquiiitions.  What  he  hath 
advanced  on  the  fubjeft  of  American 
taxation  appears  to  us  to  be  more  re- 
fined than  folid  and  convincing. 

The  chief  merit  of  Mr.  Ayre's 
publication  entitled  "  A  Compara- 
tive View  of  the  Difference  between 
the  Englifh  and  Irifli  Statute  Law," 
is  to  be  found  in  the  introduction 
'^  On  the  contefted  point  of  the 
power  of  the  Britifli  parliament  to 
bind  Ireland."  ^^ 

Mr.  Jones's  "  Efliiy  on  the  Law  of 
Bailments"  being  upon  a  praftical 
branch  of  the  Englilh  jurifprudence, 
it  lies  out  of  our  way  to  determine, 
from  our  own  perfonal  knowledge, 
precifely  concerning  its  value.  Thofe 
who  are  the  beft  judges  of  the  mat- 
ter fpeak  of  it,  as  might  be  expeft- 
ed,  in  high  terms.  The  author, 
who  is  already  well  known  by  various 
excellent  and  curious  works,  is,  on 
account  of  his  genius,  tafle,  and  un- 
common knowledge,  which  extends 
far  into  the  Eaftern  as  w^ell  as  the 
Grecian,  Roman,  and  modern  lite- 
rature, perhaps  the  molt  extraordi- 
nary 
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«ary  young  man  of  his  age.  What- 
ever fiibjeilit  he  applies  to,  he  al- 
ways treats  it  wiih  an  ingenuity  and 
accLiraty  that  call  for  admiration  ; 
and  his  I'tntimcnts  and  views  of 
things  are  as  enlarged  and  liberal  as 
his  learning  is  extcniive. 

Mr.  Gilbert's  Plan  for  the  better 
Relief  and  Employ. nent  of  the  Poor; 
for  en  forcing  and  amending  tiie  la^vs 
refpedi'-:g  houies  of  correction  and 
vagrants  ;  and  for  improving  the 
police  of  this  countr),  is  the  pro- 
duftion  of  a  gentleman,  who,  with 
lingular  ardour  of  public  fpirit,  hath 
emplo\ed  his  thoughts  and  labour, 
through  a  number  of  years,  on  a 
very  great  and  important  national 
objeft.  The  difficulties  attending 
every  fcheme  for  the  effeilual  refor- 
mation 'of  the  poor  laws  are  more 
than  can  well  be  expreiffd  ;  but  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  in  time  iomething 
valuable  mny  be  accompliflied.  Mr. 
Gilbert  hath  now  brought  his  pro- 
posed hill  into  parliament,  not,  vve 
believe,  with  the  delign  of  having  it 
immediately  paffed  ;  but  that  it  fliould 
fland  over  for  another  year,  in  order 
to  its  undergoing  as  full  an  examina- 
tion and  difcuffion  as  pollible. 

The  judges  on  the  bench,  and 
the  advocates  at  the  bar,  have 
received  a  farther  aid  in  their 
determinations  and  pleadings,  in 
the  fifth  volume  of  Sir  James  Bur- 
rows's  "Reports  of  Cafes  adjudg- 
ed in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench," 
and  in  the  two  volumes  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam Blackllone's  Reports.  7  he 
merit  of  tbefe  publications,  in  the 
view  they  w'ere  intended  for,  cannot 
in  the  leail  be  queitioned.  No  one 
who  is  acquainted  with  Sir  James 
Burrows  will  doubt  of  his  accuracy  ; 
befides  v/hich,  we  underftand  that 
he  hath  been  favoured  with  the  re- 
viiion  and  alliftance  of  Lord  Mans- 
field himfclf,    during  whole   preli- 


dence  in  the  King's  Bench,  the 
cafes  were  determined.  As  to  the 
late  Mr.  Juftice  Blackftone,  his  for- 
mer admirable  writings  are  a  fuffi- 
cient  teftimony  that  whatever  comes 
from  his  pen,  muft  be  co'  reef,  fai.h- 
ful,  and,  in  creneral,  judicious. 

There   hath    been   a  publlcatioa 
this  year  of  a  more  general  legal  na- 
ture,  that  deferves  a  greaier  degree 
of  attention  than  it  appears  to  have 
met  with  from  the  ftudious  part  of 
the  world.     We  mean  the  "  Effay 
on  the  Right  of  Property  in  Land, 
with  refpeCt  to  its  Foundation  in  the 
Law    of  Nature,    and   irs    p'-efent 
Eftabliflimtnt     by    the     municipal 
Laws  of  Europe  ;   and  the  Regula- 
tions by  which  it  might  be  rendered 
more  beneficial  to  the  lower  Ranks 
of  Mankind."     The    a^m    of    thls^ 
treatile  is  very  liberal  indeed  ;   it  be- 
ing intended  to  fliew  thar  every  man 
ought  to  have  forac  portion  in  the  foil 
of  the  country  in  which  he  lives,  ;md 
to  point  out  the  immenfe  advantages 
that  would  relult  from  fuch  a  difpo- 
fition  of  things.     To  moil  readers 
the  author's  ideas  will  feem  too  fpe- 
culative  ;  and  his  plan  will,  in  gene- 
ral, be  conlidered  as  imprafticable. 
That  the  execution   of  it,  in   any 
great  mealure  of  perfedion,  mull  be 
attended   with  immenfe  difliculties, 
in  the  prefent  ftate  of  fociety,  cannot 
be  difputed.     But  we  Ihould  not  too 
h:iftily  condemn    laudable,    though 
arduous  attempts,  asabfolutely  im- 
poffible  to  be  effefted.     Something 
as  the  writer  himfeU  proves,  mio-'ht 
be  done  gradually,  and  by  embrac- 
ing   favourable    occurrences  ;     and 
who  can  tell  what  regulations  may, 
at  length,  take  place,  in  the  courfe 
of  human  affairs,  and  from  the  fpirit 
of  improvement  which  pervades  Eu- 
rope ?     At  any   rate,    the  author's 
views  are  entitled  to  applaufe ;   his 
manner  of  treating  his   fubjeft  is 
ingenious 
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ingenious  and  elegant  ;  and  liis  ar- 
guments merit  the  clofeft  exami- 
nation of  the  profound  and  en- 
iightened  politician. 

We  now  come^.  to  Mathematical 
and  Philofophical  Science,  Experi- 
ments, and  Natural  Hiftory ;  ob- 
jedis  in  which  this  country  hath 
long  eminently  excelled,  and  where- 
in the  year  1781  will  not  be  found 
deficient.  In  pure  mathematics  the 
publications  have  not  been  very  nu- 
merous. Mr.  Henry  Clarke  hath 
tranflated,  from  the  Latin,  profeilbr 
Lorgna's  "  Diflertaticn  on  the  Sum- 
mation of  iniinite  converging  Series 
with  Algebraic  Dlvifors,"  and  ac- 
companied it  with  illuftrative  notes 
and  obfervations.  The  iranilator 
hath  highly  extolled  Lorgna's  me- 
thod ;  but  Mr.  L;uiden,  who  does 
not  view  it  in  the  fame  favourable 
light,  hath  attiJcked  it  with 
fom.e  feverity,  in  his*"  Obferva- 
tions on  converging  Series."  The 
defign  of  Mr.  Landen  is  to  iliew, 
that  the  late  Mr.  Thomas  Simpfon, 
in  his  Mathematical  DilTertations, 
publifhed  in  1743,  hath  pointed  out 
a  very  ready  method  of  computing 
the  fums  of  a  great  number  of  feries, 
comprehending,  at  lead,  all  that 
can  be  done  by  the  method  exhi- 
bited in  Mr.  Lorgna's  book.  How- 
ever Mr.  Clarke  and  Mr.  Landen 
may  differ  in  opinion,  they  are  both 
of  them  entitled  to  the  praife  of 
being  able  mifthcmaticians. 

Mr.  Auftin's  "  Examination  of 
the  firft  Six  Books  of  Euclid's  Ele- 
ments," is  another  attemptto  reftore 
that  ancient  and  eminent  geometri- 
cian to  a  greater  degree  of  purity 
and  perfeftion.  This  hath  been 
done  by  Mr.  Auftin  with  ingenuity 
and  modefty,  and,  we  believe,  with 
fu<?cels.  The  fubjeil  is  well  worthy 
gf  a  learned  lluctent  in   geometry. 


In  the  Philofophical  Tranfaftiohs, 
there  is,  we  apprehend,  the  mofi 
valuable  communication  of  the 
mathematical  kind,  which  the  year 
hath  produced.  We  mean  Mr.  At- 
wood's  "  General  Theory  for  the 
Menfuration  ofthe  Angle  fubtended 
by  two  Objeflis,  of  which  one  is  ob- 
ferved  by  Rays  after  two  Reflexions 
from  plane  Surfaces,  and  the  other 
by  Rays  coming  di  redly  to  the  Spec- 
tator's Eye."  Mr.  Atwood's  emii- 
nence  in  the  knowledge  of  Mathe- 
matics, Optics,  and  Ailronomy,  is 
well  known ;  but  it  is  far  beyond 
the  power  of  the  writer  of  this  ar- 
ticle to  fpeak  with  precilion  con- 
cerning the  merit  of  his  paper. 

With  regard  to  Philofophical  Sc!i- 
ence  in  general,  we  may  .  obferve, 
that  Dr.  Rees's  new  and  improved 
edition  of  Chambers's  Cyclopoedia 
is  carrying  on  with  the  fame  ability, 
diligence,  and  fuccefs  w^ith  which 
it  hath  heretofore  been  conduced. 
This  great  undertaking  is  advan- 
cing to  its  completion,  the  third 
volume  being  nearly  finiflied. 

The  Philofophical  Tranfaftions 
contain,  as  hath  been  ufual  of  late 
years,  a  variety  of  curious  and  ufe- 
ful  communications  on  the  different 
parts  of  natural  knowledge.  Mr. 
Herfchel's  Aflronomical  Papers  have 
jultly  excited  peculiar  attention  ; 
and  his  account  of  a  comet,  or, 
perhaps,  a  new  planet,  hath  procu- 
cured  for  him  the  honour  of  fir 
Godfrey  Copley's  medal.  Mr.  Herf- 
chel,  who  is  a  mulician  at  Bath,  is 
one  of  thofe  extraordinary  men, 
whofe  genius  for  affronomy,  and 
vvhofe  talents  for  the  improvement 
of  inilruments,  have  enabled  him 
to  break  through  every  difhdvan- 
tage  of  fituation,  and  to  make  dif- 
coverics,  which,  as  they  call  for  the 
warmcll:  approbation    of  mankind, 

ou^ht 
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ought  to  obtain  for  him  a  more  than 
common  encouragement  and  pa- 
tronage. 

IMr.  Miller's  "  Enquiry  into  the 
Cauie  of  Motion,  or  a  General 
Theory  of  Phylics,  grounded  on 
the  primary  Qualifies  ot  Matter," 
is  upon  a  fubjecft  equally  curious 
and  difficult.  It  is  a  fubjecT:  with 
refpecl  to  which  a  number  of  able 
men  have  loft  themfelves,  and  on 
which  others  will  probably  continue 
to  do  {o,  for  many  years  to  come. 
Mr.  Miller  is  not  fatisHed  with  lir 
Ifaac  Newton's  principles,  but  en- 
deavours to  penetraiedeeper  into  the 
primary  caufe  of  the  various  opera- 
tions of  the  phylical  world.  What  fuc- 
cefs  he  hath  had  in  his  enquiries,  we 
fnall  leave  to  be  determined  by  thofe 
vvhofe  ftudies  fiiall  lead  thehi  to  give 
his  hooka  particular  examination. 

Jones's  "  Phyliological  Difqui- 
fitions,  or  Difcourfes  on  the  Natu- 
ral Philofophy  of  the  Elements," 
are  the  produdion,  likewife,  of  an 
ingenious  man  who  is  very  follcitous 
to  inveftigate  the  ultimate  caufes  of 
things.  In  doing  this,  he  takes  a 
wide  fcope,  enters  into  the  regions 
of  philology,  and  doth  not  even  ab- 
ftaln  from  theological  difculhons. 
The  author  ratherderives  his  fyftem 
from  experiments  already  made, 
than  from  any  material  difcoverles 
of  his  own.  The  time,  how^ever,  we 
believe,  is  not  yet  come  for  conftru£t- 
ing  complete  theories  of  nature. 
Much  remains  to  be  done  in  the 
way  of  experiment  and  obfervation, 
before  the  philofophical  fyftem  ot 
the  univerfe,  in  its  various  parts, 
can  be  fully  developed. 

The  "  Eftay  on  Tunc  ;  being  an 
attempt  to  free  the  Scale  of  Mufic, 
and  the  Tune  of  Inftruments,  from 
Impertection,"  is  an  elaborate  dif- 
quiiition  on  a  fubjeft  intricate  in  it- 
felf,  and  which  hath  employed  the 
attention  of  fevcral  able  men.     How 


far  the  writer  hath  fuccceded,  we 
cannot,  from  our  perfcnal  know- 
ledge pronounce  ;  but  thofe  who 
underftand  the  matter,  fpeak  of  his 
work  with  approbation  and  ap- 
'plaufe. 

Mr.  Mudge's  Regifter  of  the 
Going  ot  his  iirft  Time-keeper,  re- 
lates to  an  objeft  of  capital  import- 
ance in  fettling  the  longitude  of 
places.  The  emulation  of  different 
artifts  to  complete  an  exatt  time- 
keeper is  highly  laudable,  and  cau- 
not  tail  of  producing  valuable  ef- 
fects. We  could  will],  however,  that 
they  would  ^void  that  petulant  feve- 
rity  in  their  treatment  of  each  other, 
which  is  fliewn  by  the  writer,  who- 
ever he  is,  ofa  letter  "  On  the  Longi- 
tude," addreffed  to  the  commiifton- 
ers  of  that  board. 

Before  our  undertaking  commen- 
ced. Dr.  Crawford  wrote  a  "  Theo- 
ry of  animal  Heat  and  Combuflion," 
which  I'aifed  him  to  an.  uncommon 
degreeoi  reputation,  and  was  adopted 
by  ieveral  ingenious  philofophers and 
chemifts,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
How^ever,  the  cxa61nefs  of  his  experi- 
ments, and  the  truth  of  his  conclu- 
fions,.  have  been  called  in  queftionby 
Mr.  Morgan,  in  his  Examination  of 
the  dortor's  theory.  What  Mr.  Mor- 
gan hath  advanced  is  undoubtedly 
worthy  of  Dr.  Crawford's  attentive 
confideration.  The  friends  of  the 
doc%r,  we  underftand,  are  not  dif- 
heartened  by  this  attack ;  and  we 
have  heard  it  afTened,  that  his 
fyftem  hath  lately  been  confirmed 
abroad,  by  fo;ne  new  experiments. 
It  is  certainly  of  importance  to  the 
,  ])hilofophical  world  that  the  matter 
fliould  be  brought  to  a  decillcn. 

Dr.  Watfon's  "  Chemical  EiTays'* 
conftitute  a  very  valuable  publica- 
tion. The  author  tixats  the  fub- 
je61s  he  writes  upon  with  emi- 
nent pcrfpicuity,  as  well  as  ability  ; 
and  whilft  he  appears  to  have  little 
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farther  dcTign  than  to  engage  j'oung 
perfons  ar.d  gentlemen  to  the 
ftudy  of  chemiltry,  hath  given  no 
fmall  fatistuclion  to  the  ablell  pro- 
ficients in  the  fcience.  His  dellgn 
is  not  }xt  completed,  and  he  in- 
tends to  publifli  two  farther  volumes, 
if  the  pre  lent  work  be  favourably  re- 
ceived. That  it  will  have  a  re- 
ception fuitable  to  iis  merit,  we 
would  not  willingly  doubt. 

Cavallo's  "  Treatlfeon  Air"  is  a 
large  performance  on  the  fubjeft, 
giving  a  general  account  of  what 
h;itlA  been  done  in  this  important 
and  improved  part  of  philofophy. 
From  Mr.  Casallo's  known  abilities, 
few  could  be  expefted  to  execute 
foch  a  defign  with  greater  advan- 
tage. Not  having  had  an  opportu- 
nity .of  examin'ng  his  bonk,  we 
canjiot  be  fpccific  in  our  eilimation 
of  its  merit. 

Lord  Mahon's  '*  Principles  of 
Eleftricitv "  not  only  fliew  how 
ivorthily  this  young  nobleman 
fpends  his  time,  but  lefled  great 
credit  on  his  philofi^phical  profici- 
ency. His  lordfhip  hath  connefted 
his  eleftrical  experiments  with  ma- 
thematical knowledge,  and  hath  ap- 
plied that  knowledge  to  a  dedufticn 
of  conclufions,  extending  farther 
than  the  direcl  refult  of  the  experi- 
ments themfelves.  We  vvifh  our 
youths  of  fafiiion  would  take  exam- 
ple from  this  noble  lord,  \\  ho  is  a 
ftriking  indance  of  a  devotednefs, 
in  high  life,  to  fcience,  virtue,  and 
liberty. 

Mr.  Lyon's  "  Farther  Proofs 
that  Glafs  is  permeable  by  (he  Elec- 
tric Effluvia,  and  that  the  Eleftric 
■Particles  are  poRefied  of  a  polar 
Virtue,"  relate  chiefly  to  a  difpute 
with  the  Monthly  Reviewers.  We 
fliall  only  fay,  that  whether  the  au- 
thor be  right  or  wrong,  he  hath 
fomething  to  allege  in  his  own  de- 
fence.    His  expciiments    are,    at 


leafV,  entitled   to  a  car.did    inveill- 
gation. 

Hopfon's  EfTav  on  Fire  feems  ra-f 
ther  to  be  founded  on  what  hath 
been  a.ivanced  by  others,  than  oij 
any  peculiar  difcoveries  of  his  own. 
He  appears,  however,  to  have  well 
confidered  what  hath  been  done  be- 
fore him,  and  his  work  may  fuggefl: 
fome  hints  and  enquiries  that  are 
worthy  of  notice. 

Mr'  Henry's  "  Account  of  a  Me- 
thod of  preferving  Water,  at  Sea, 
from  Putrcfai^ion,  by  a  cheap  and 
eafy  Precefs,"  holds  out  an  object 
that  is  of  great  impoitance  to  the 
community.  Hisprocefsis  rational 
and  practicable,  at  leaft  to  a  certain 
degree  ;  rmd  we  v\ifli  that  it  may  be 
found  eafy  to  carry  it  into  execution 
on  board  of  a  fhip,  and  to  that  ex 
tent  which  the  ingenious  author 
propofes.  A  fchemefofalutary  and 
ufeful  deferves  every  kind  of  trial 
and  encouragement.  Mr.  Henry 
hath  added,  a  mode  of  im.pregnat- 
ing  water,  in  large  quantities,  with 
fixed  air,  for  medicinal  uTes. 

It  is  with  peculiar  fatisfaftion  that 
we  mention  Dr,  Priclllev's  having 
reverted,  after  fome  intermiffion,  to 
his  philofophical  pui  fuits.  He  hath, 
this  year,  pubiiflied  another  vo- 
lume of  "  Experiments  and  Obfer- 
vations  relating  to  various  Branches 
of  Natural  Philofophy  :  with  a  Con- 
tinuation of  the  Obfervations  on 
Air."  This  volume,  like  the  pre- 
ceding ones,  contains  a  variety  of 
important  obfervations  and  difcove- 
ries ;  delivered  with  his  accuftomed 
perfpicuity,  prccilion,  and  fidelity. 
We  have  the  pleafure  of  finding  that 
the  prefent  volume  is  not  likely  to 
conclude  his  enquiries  and  labours 
of  this  kind.  He  is  going  on  with 
his  wonted  ardour  ;  hath  {truck  out 
new  lights  ;  and  we  have  authentic 
information  f<n"  faying,  that,  in  his 
next  publication  we  may  expeft  the 
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nature  of  phlogiilontobc  abfolutely 
afcertained. 

On  the  head  of  Natural  Hitlory, 
Pulteney's  "  General  View  of  the 
Writings  of  Linnaeus"  is  a  very  ac- 
ceptable prefent  to  the  public.  Dr. 
Pultcney  is  one  of  the  firll  botanilts 
in  this  kingdom,  and  there  is  no 
jnan  who  hath  iludicd  the  works  of 
Linnaeus  with  greater  attention.  No 
man,  therefore,  could  be  better 
qualified  to  give  an  exaft  account  of 
them,  and  to  form  a  juft  eftknation 
of  their  utility  and  merit.  We  may 
fafely  pronounce,  that  the  publi- 
cation before  xis  cannot  fail  of  being 
agreeable  to  every  gentleman  who 
wifhes  to  know  fomething  of  Lin- 
naeus and  his  fyftem.  Dr.  Pulteney 
hath  farther  enriched  his  book  with 
a  judicious  abridgment  of  the 
*'  Amsenitates  Academicse  ;"  and 
hath  added  to  the  whole  a  tranflation 
of  the  "  Pan  Suecus,"  accommo- 
dated to  the  Englilh  plants.  From 
this  part  of  the  work,  the  ufeful- 
nefs  of  botanical  knowledge  in  re- 
lation to  agriculture,  and  the  feed- 
ing of  cattle,  is  particularly  appa- 
rent. 

Mr.  Pennant,  of  whom  we  need 
not  fay  that  he  is  one  of  the  moft 
eminent  naturalifts  of  our  own  coun- 
try, hath  made  an  addition  to  his 
former  valuable  writings,  by  pub- 
lifhing  a  "  Hiftory  of  Quadrupeds." 
The  work  was  originally  intended 
for  private  amufement,  and  as  an 
index  for  the  more  ready  turning 
to  any  particular  animal  in  Monf. 
de  Buffbn's  voluminous  perform- 
ance. But  as  it  fwelled  to  a  fize 
beyond  Mr,  Pennant's  firft  expec- 
tation, he  was  induced  to  commu-' 
nicate  it  to  the  world.  The  publi- 
cation is  a  freOi  evidence  of  the  ac- 
curacy and  extent  of  the  author's 
natural  knowledge,  and  cannot  fail 


of  being  acceptable  to  a  great  num- 
ber of  readers.  The  fame  may  be 
faid  of  his  "  Genera  of  Bnds" 
which  forms  a  proper  fupplement  to 
his  Hillory  of  Quadi  upcds. 

Mr.  Brand's  "  Selcdt  Dillertatims 
from  the  Amcenitates  Academicae," 
contain  fome  of  thofe  articles  at 
large,  ot  the  whole  of  which  Dr. 
Pulteney  hath  given  a  general 
abridgment.  Mr.  StlUingfieet  had 
tranllated  feveral  of  them  before,  iti 
his  trafts  relating  to  natural  hifto'.y. 
To  fuch  as  have  not  the  original, 
the  prefent  publication  will  proba- 
bly be  agreeable.  Mr.  Brand  hath 
added  remarks  of  his  own  ;  and,  as 
he  intends  to  proceed  in  his  defign, 
it  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve, 
that  his  ftyle  ofcompofition  is  capa- 
ble of  amendment. 

With  regard  to  Mr.  •  Smellie's 
Tranllation  of  Button,  it  hath  not 
yet  fallen  into  our  hands  ;  and, 
therefore,  we  muft  defer  our  notice 
of  it  till  the  next  year. 

In  the  Science  of  Medicine,  the 
world  hath  been  enriched  by  the 
produftions  of  men  of  knowledge 
and  experience.  Dr.  Monro's  wri- 
tings have  been  colle61:ed  by  his  foa 
into  one  large  volume  in  quarto  ; 
and  the  doing  of  it:  was  a  proper  tri- 
bute of  refpe6t  to  fo  eminent  an 
anatomift  and  profeflbr.  The 
greater  part  of  the  pieces  now 
publiflied  have  appeared  before,  but 
feveral  new  ones  are  added  on  curi- 
ous and  ufeful  fubjefts.  The  whole 
forms  a  valuable  body  of  anatomical 
and  medical  knowledge. 
.  The  works  of  the  late  able  and 
popular  phylician,  Dr.  Fothergill, 
have,  alfo,  been  given  to  the  pub- 
lic by  Dr.  Elliot.  This  is  not  the 
only  teftimony  of  regard  that  is 
intended  to  be  paid  to  Dr.  Fother- 
giil's  meinory.    The  next  year  will 
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record  farther  evidences  of  the  re- 
gret of  mankuid  for  the  lofs  of  fo 
cxcelicnc  a  man.  Dr.  Letfome,  in 
particular,  propofes  to  print  a  more 
complete  collection  of  his  writings 
than  hath  been  done  by  Dr.  Elliot. 

Baron  Dinifdale  hath  drawn  toge- 
ther into  one  volume  his  Trafts  on 
Inoculation.  The  opinions  and  prac- 
tice of  a  man  who  is  fo  great  a  maf- 
ter  of  the  fubject,  and  who  hath 
had  fuch  an  uncommonly  large  expe- 
ence  in  iv,  cannot  fail  of  deferving 
and  exciting  peculiar  attention. 

Dr.  Black's  "  Oblervations,  Medi- 
cal, and  Political,  on  the  Small 
Pox  and  Inoculation,"  contain  a 
vindication,  in  oppofition  to  Baron 
Dimfdale,  of  the  propriety  cf  in- 
troducing a  general  inoculation 
among  the  lower  clafTes  of  the  peo- 
ple. This  is  noti  the  Dr.  Black  of 
Edinburgh,  v/ho  is  fo  well  known 
by  his  philofophicaldifcoveries. 

Dr.  Duncan's  "  Heads  of  Lec- 
tures on  the  Theory  and  Praftice  of 
Medicine,"  form  a  kind  of  fyllabus, 
chiefly  intended  for  the  ufe  of  medi- 
cal ftudents.  Publications  of  this 
nature,  which  either  aid  the  memo- 
ry in  the  recollection  of  what  hath 
been  heard  before,  or  ferve  as  a 
guifie  to  the  mind,  in  the  profecu- 
tion  of  its  future  enquiries,  have  a 
confiderable  degree  of  utility. 

Folier's  "  Principles  and  Prat.'T.ice 
of  Midwifery,"  the  pofthumous 
work  of  a  phyficliin,  who  was  long 
eminent  in  his  profcffion  at  Dublin, 
is  a  frelh  addition  to  the  numerous 
treatifes  on  the  fubjecS  which  have 
lately  appeared,  and  i-s  fpoken  of  as 
being  written  with  gerfpicuity,  ac- 
curacy, and  Iklll. 

There  may  poffibiy  have  been 
other  performances  of  the  phyfical 
gentlemen,  which  fome  may  think 
ought  to  have  been  mentioned  ;  but 
as  they  He  much  out  of  the  way  of 


our  reading,  we  hope  that  we  fliall 
be  permitted,  without  incurring  any 
great  degree  of  cenfure,  here  to 
clofe  our  medical  account. 

From  medicine  we  turn  our  view 
to  an  objeft  that  will  probably  be 
more  agreeable  to  the  generality  of 
our  readers.  The  year  17  8 1  af- 
fumes  a  dillinguillied  luftre  with 
regard  to  Hiftorical  Frodu6llons  :iii 
the  enumeration  of  which,  the 
firfl:  place,  in  point  of  rank  and 
praife,  Is  undoubtedly  due  to  the 
fecond  and  third  volumes  of  Mr. 
Gibbon's  "  Hiftory  of  the  Decline 
and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire." 
The  concifenefs  to  which  we  are 
confined,  by  the  nature  of  our 
plan,  renders  it  difficult  to  give  a 
jull  charader  of  a  vvork  of  fuch 
eminence  and  importance.  One 
great  excellence  of  it  is,  that,  from 
detached  pafiages,  and  accidental 
intelligence,  fcattered  in  a  number 
of  obicure  and  difagreeable  writers, 
it  furniihes  us  with  an  information 
which  it  is  in  the  power  of  but  a 
tewperfous  to  attain.  Another  prime 
merit  of  it  iy,  that  the  author  hath 
been  able,  from  fuch  difcordant  and 
imp^rfeCt  materials,  to  form  fo 
complete  and  admirable  a  narrative, 
replete  with  curious  fafts,  animated 
by  a  philofophical  fplrit,  and  dlf- 
playing  the  greatetl  fagacity  of  fen- 
timent  and  reiieiSllon.  The  exaft- 
nefs  of  the  geographical  and  inci- 
dental knowledge,  demands,  like- 
wife,  particular  applaufe.  As  to 
the  language,  it  is  accurate,  ele- 
gant, and  poliflied  in  the  higheft 
degree  ;  fo  that  Mr.  Gibbon  hath 
juftly  attained  the  character  of  being 
one  of  the  moft  tiniflied  hiftorians, 
which  this,  or  any  countiyhath  pro- 
duced. We  are  not  infenfible  that  he 
has  his  detraftors,  as  well  as  his  ad- 
mirers.    Some,  who  pnefer  a  llm- 
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pUcItyofHyle  In  hiilorical  writlne;, 
think  that  his  compofition  is  too  ar- 
tificial  and  jplendid.     But  hiiiory, 
as   is  evident   troin  the  example  oi 
the    ancients,    admits    of   diftcrent 
modes  of  writing  ;  and  that  manner 
which  Mr.  Gibbon  hath  chofen  to 
adopt,    he  hath  carried  to  its  high- 
efl:    pcrfeftlon.       Other  objeftions 
have  been  made  to  him,  and,  where 
religion  is    concerned,     with  fome 
degree  of  rcafon.     Though  we  hold 
him  in  high  admiration,    we  by  no 
means  univerlally  agree  with  him  in 
opinion;  and  are  efpeci ally   dilfatif- 
fied  with  the  extravagant  encomiums 
which    he  beftows    on   Athanafius. 
It  ftrikes  us,  that  ecclefialHcal  affairs 
in  general  occupy  too  high  a  place 
in  his  imagination  :  not,    we  appre- 
hend,   from    his    llrong  regard  for 
Chriftianity,    but   perhaps    from   a 
different   motive.      We  are  by  no 
ineans  ignorant  that  the  concerns  of 
Che  church  mull  unavoidably  take  up 
a  large  fpace  in  the  hiiiory  of  times 
in  which  princes  were  more  anxious 
about  the    idle   and  ridiculous  dif- 
putes  of  the  ages  they  lived  in,  con- 
cerning points  of  doftrine  and  dlf- 
cipline,  than  they  were  for  the  good 
government  of  their  fubjeifts.    Still, 
however,  it  appears  to  us,  that  Mr. 
Gibbon  hath  paid  more  attention  to 
them  than  was  abfolutely  requlfite  ; 
and  that  to   be  the  writer  of  civil 
hiftory    was    not   his    fole    objeft. 
But,   whatever  incidental  things  we 
may   have  obferved  in   his    work, 
which  we  do   not  entirely  approve, 
we   give    our  willing  tefiimony  to 
fiis  extraordinary  merit ;  and  return 
tilm  our  thanks  for  communicating 
to  us,  in  fo  mailerly  and  beautiful 
a  manner,  a  variety  of  Intelligence 
which  even  the  learned  could    not 
obtain   without    fearching     deeper 
into  the  rubbifli  of  antiqi^lty  than 
even  f/jclr  inclination  or  time  mie."ht 


often  admit,    Mr.  Gibbon  hath  now 
carried  on  his    undertaking  to   the 
fall  of  the  weftern  empire  ;   and  we 
learn,  with  great  latisfadlion,  that  he 
is  engaged  in  completing  his  defign. 
Dr. Henry  hath  publillied,  this  year, 
the   fourth    volume  of  his  "  Hil- 
tory  of  Great  Britain,"   on  his  own 
new    and  peculiar  plan  ;  which  is, 
not  to  intermix  the  various  hillori- 
cal  objeds  together  that  relate  to  out 
country,   but,    under  every   period, 
to  treat  each  of  them  diilinftly,   in. 
diflinft  chapters.     One  chapter  he 
affigns  to  civil  and  military  aftairs  ; 
a  fecond  to  religion  ;    a  third  to  the 
conilltution,       government,      laws, 
and  courts  of  juftice  ;    a  fourth  to 
learning,  learned  men,  and  the  chief 
femlnaries  of  literature  ;   a  fifth  to 
the  aits  both  ufeful  and  ornamental, 
necefiary   and  pleafing ;    a  fixth   to 
commerce,  {hipping,  money  or  coin, 
and  the  prices    of    commodities  ■ 
and  a  feventh   to  manners,  virtues, 
vices,  remarkable  cuftoms,  language, 
drefs,    diet,    and  diverfions.     This 
method      he     uniformly     purfues, 
through  each  volume.     The  utility 
of  it,  in  certain   refpeds,   is  appa- 
rent ;   and  Mr.  Gibbon  hath  fpokca 
of  the    work  with   much  commen- 
dation.     Such   a  mode  of   writing 
hiiiory  does  not  afford  fcope  for  the 
moil  beautiful  form  of  Gompoiition, 
which  muH  undoubtedly  reluU  from 
the  being   able  finely  to   combine 
events  into  one  grand  vvhole.     But 
this,    perhaps.     Dr.    Henry  could 
not  eafily  have  attained  ;    and,    if 
he  could  have  attained  to  it,  he  pur- 
pofely     adopted  a    different    plan. 
There  is   gteat   merit   both  in  his 
defign,   and    in    ite  execution  ;    for 
though  he  doth  not  riie  to  the  ele- 
gance and  dignity  of  a  Hume,    a 
Robertfon,  and  a  Gibbon,   he   ex- 
prefles  himfelf  with    a   perfpicuity 
and  propriety  fuited  to  the  end  he 
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liath  in  view,  which  is  inrorniation. 
We  think,  foo,  that  be  improves  in 
his  llyle  of  writing  as  he  proceeds  in 
his  work.  The  application,  in- 
dull:' v,  and  pcrl'everance  ol  our  au- 
thor are  truly  commendable.  We 
apprehended,  at  firit,  that  he  would 
never  have  been  able  to  complete  his 
intention  ;  but,  as  he  hath  now  gone 
fi.rou^h  four  volumes,  we  begin  to 
entertain  a  hope  that  both  himfelf 
and  the  public  may  have  the  fatis- 
fad'on  of  feeing  the  whole  brought 
to  a  conclufion. 

Mrs.  Catharine  Macaulay  Gra- 
ham, who  has  publilhed  the  iixth 
and  feventh  volumes  of  her  "  Hiftory 
of  England,"  is  an  unhappy  iiiftancc 
how  much  fome  personal  circum- 
ftance  may  aftect  the  fuccefs  of  an  ati- 
thor.  Thefe  volumes  are  not/^  upon 
the  whole,  inferior  to  thofe  which  (lie 
hath  formerly  given  to  the  world. 
They  exhibit' the  fame  ftrcngth  of 
fenriment,  and  dignity  of  language, 
and  abound  with  the  fame  animated 
zeal  in  the  caufe  of  liberty,  and  for 
the  rights  of  mankind.  The  enor- 
mities of  Charles  the  Second's  reign, 
are  juflly  expofed  ;  the  ilory  of  the 
popifli  plot  judicioufly  and  candidly 
told  ;  and  the  charafters  of  Vane, 
Ruflel,  Sydney,  and  other  eminent 
perfons  drawn  with  a  mallerly  hand. 
If  there  be  any  prejudices,  any  par- 
tialities in  our  fair  hillorian,  they 
are  no  other  than  what  have  appear- 
ed in  her  former  volumes  :  and  yet 
we  have  re;ifon  to  believe  that  thofe 
now  publiflied  have  had  a  very  in- 
different and  far  inferior  fale.  No 
juft  caufe  can  be  affigned  for  their 
me^-ting  with  fo  unfavourable  a  re- 
ceptioii.  Has  Mrs.  Macaulay's 
marriage  with  a  young  man,  or  any 
part  of  her  perfonal  conduct,  lefien- 
ed  her  merit  as  a  writer  ?  Certainly 
not  J  but  ftill  there  is  a  connection 


between  private  and  public  cfieem/ 
The  compofer  of  this  article  feels, 
at  the  very  time  in  which  he  is 
writing,  the  force  of  the  conneftion*" 
Though  he  blames  himfelf,  he  doth 
not  find  his  heart  fo  much  attach- 
ed to  this  ingenious  and  able  lady,- 
even  as  an  hillorian,  as  it  formerly 
was :  an  inftruftive  admonition  to 
authors  that  they  endeavour  to  fe- 
cure,  in  every  refped,  the  public 
eilimation.  W'e  could  wifli  that  Mrs. 
Macaulay  Graham,  before  Ihe  pub- 
liilies,  would  get  fome  literary  friend 
to  correft  a  iew  grammatical  errors, 
which  are  apt  to  efcape  her  notice, 
and  are  a  blcmifli  to  her  ftyle. 

Dr.  Bever's  "  Hiftory  of  the  Le- 
gal Policy  of  the  Roman  State,  and 
of  the  Rife,  Progrefs,  and  Extent 
of  the  Roman  Lau-s,"  is  a  very  im- 
portant work,  executed  with  great 
ability,  knowledge  and  diligence. 
When  the  author  confines  himfelf  to 
what  ftri6lly  relates  to  the  Roman 
law,  he  is  admirable ;  but  when  he 
coines  to  what  is  more  generally 
hiftorical,  he  is  liable  to  cenfure. 
To  write  of  the  tranfadions  of  an- 
cient times  with  a  party  fpirit,  and 
in  a  manner  favourable  to  tyranny, 
and  to  introduce  reflexions  which 
have  an  evident  reference  to  the  mo- 
dern political  difputes  of  our  own 
country,  can  never  be  deemed  wor- 
thy of  anv  man  who  hath  extenfive 
views  of  utility,  and  aims  at  the  ap- 
probation of  pofterity.  When  w^ill 
our  civilians  acquire  a  manly  and 
liberal  attachment  to  the  caufe  of 
freedom  ?  However  wife,  juft,  and 
humane,  many  of  the  inftitutions  of 
the  Roman  code  may  be,  we  cannot 
fufliciently  admire  the  good  fenfe 
and  fpirit  of  our  anceliors,  in  not 
permitting  it  to  be  received  as  the 
ftandard  of  law  for  England.  Their 
"  Nolumua  Leges  Angliie  mutari,"' 
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.  Was  honourable  to  themfelves,  bene- 
ficial to  the  Britlfli  conlVitution,  and 
happy  for  their  Jcfcendants, 

Mr.  Juflamond  hath  given,  from 
the  French  original,  a  tranihition 
of  the  "  Private  Life  of  Lewis  the 
Fifteenth."  The  firfi:  circumftance 
that  occurred  to  us  in  reading  this 
^^ork  was,  that  it  did  not  ftridtly  an- 
I'wer  to  its  title.  For  though  there 
arc  a  great  number  of  things  in  it 
which  relate  to  the  private  life  of 
Lewis,  and  cfpccially  to  his  air,ours, 
yet  fat"  the  greater  pait  of  it  con- 
cerns his  public  adminiftration,  and 
particularly  the  contentions  between 
the  parlianients  and  the  clergy,  re- 
gulations of  finance,  and  the  ftate  of 
naval  affairs.  With  regard  to  the 
court  intrigues,  and  thofe  perfonal 
incidents  which  we  are  more  imme- 
diately encouraged  to  look  for,  there 
IS  not  the  novelty  that  might  have 
been  expected.  Indeed,  we  do  not 
find  many  fads  related  which  we 
have  not  met  with  before.  The 
author  evidently  borrows  frcih  other 
works ;  and  with  regard  to  Voltaire, 
heconfefles  that  he  takes  him  in  his 
own  expreffions,  fince  to  change 
them  could  only  be  for  the  worfe. 
But  though  truth  hath  obliged  us  to 
make  thefe  leinarks,  we  do  not  intend 
to  depreciate  the  performance  before 
its.  Befides  the  detail  of  public 
tranfa£tlons,  many  private  anecdotes 
are  recorded,  and  the  intrigues  of 
courtiers  are  well  defcribed.  The 
latter  part  of  the  hiftory  contains, 
likewife,  more  new  matte;-  than  the 
former.  The  writer  gives  a  dread- 
ful, and,  we  doubt  not,  a  jud  pic- 
ture of  the  corruption  and  profligacy 
bf  Lewis  the  Fifteemh''.  court.  His 
fentiments  too  are  liberal ;  and  he 
every  where  appears  as  a  fiiend  to 
virtue,  and  the  interefts  of  mankind. 
Upon  the  whole,  the  work  affords 
inuch  important  information,  and  is 
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entitled  to  a  favourable  reception 
from  the  literary  world.  With  re- 
fpecl  to  the  tranflation,  we  cannot 
beftow  upon  it  any  high  tribute  of 
applaufe.  There  is  fometimes  ncj 
little  confufion  in  the  ftyle,  and  fe- 
veral  particular  expreffions  are  inac- 
curate and  aukward  ;  but,  taken  al- 
together, it  may  be  read  with  tole- 
rable fatlsfaftion,  and  we  fuppofe 
that  there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt  of 
its  fidelity. 

The  "  Hiffory  of  Connedicut"  is 
written  in  a  lively  and  entertaining, 
though  in  a  very  defultory  manner. 
It  is  not  deflltute  of  information  ; 
and  fome  of  the  fads  and  circum- 
ftanccs  relative  to  the  ftate,  govern- 
ment, mannt-rs,  and  natural  pro- 
duftions  of  the  countr}',  are  deferv- 
ing  ot  attention.  But  the  work 
would  be  far  more  worthy  of  pmife, 
if  it  were  not  evidently  didlated  by  a 
moft  violent  party  fpirit.  This  is  fo 
fligrant  that  it  muft  greatly  diml- 
nifli  its  credit.  We  know  not  in 
what  refpefts  we  can  believe  a  name- 
Icfs  writer,  who  cites  no  authorities, 
and  who  is  clearly  influenced  by 
fome  perfonal  refentment.  In  reali- 
ty, his  periormance  has  fo  much 
of  the  nature  of  a  party  traft,  that 
it  does  not  merit  the  honourable  title 
of  a  hiftory. 

Englifli  Biography  hath  receivedj 
in  1781,  a  moft  valuable  addition, 
by  the  completion  of  Dr.  [ohnfon's 
"  Lives  of  the  Poets,"  extending 
from  Addllbn  to  Gray.  This  work 
having  been  univerfally  read,  and 
almoft  as  univerfally  admired.  Its 
charatfer  is,  perhaps,  already  fet- 
tled in  the  minds  of  our  readers.  It 
comes  equally  recommended  by  the 
ftrength  and  dignity  of  its  flyle,  the 
originality  of  its  fentlment  and  com- 
pofition,  and  the  perfpicacity  of  its 
obfeivations.     The  author  hath  not 
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alike  difplayed  his  powers  on  every 
objeft.  i  Jis  accounts  of  feme  of  the 
fmaller  poets  are  very  fhort,  and 
have  nothing  in  them  remarkably 
interefting.  Of  others  he  enters 
into  a  larger  detail,  accompanying" 
his  narrative  with  an  acute  in- 
veftigation  of  their  charafter  and  me- 
rit. On  Pope,  in  this  part  of  his 
undertaking,  he  hath  exerted  his 
full  ftrength,  as  he  did  upon  Dry- 
den,  in  his  former  volumes.  In 
general,  he  is  fo  far  from  being  a 
biographical  fl;itterer,  that  he  often 
runs  into  the  contrary  e.\trcme. 
There  is  much  in  him  of  the  fpirit 
of  diminution  and  fatlre,  we  will  not 
fay  of  malignity  ;  for,  notwithfland- 
ingDr.  Johnfon's  feverity,  we  do  not 
think  that  he  is  ill-natured  in  his 
real  difpofition.  With  regard  to  fe- 
veralofthe  anecdotes  which  he  re- 
lates, we  quellion  whether  he  had 
them  upon  indifputable  evidence  : 
they  might  be  ftorics  that  he  heard 
in  his  youth,  and  the  truth  of  which 
he  believes,  without  having  accurate- 
ly invefligated  the  foundation  on 
which  they  were  originally  built. 
It  would,  at  leall,  have  been  a  fatit- 
faftion  to  his  readers,  if,  in  Ibme 
cafeS,  he  had  condefcended  to  in- 
form them  of  the  fources  of  his  infor- 
mjition.  Though  his  decifions  with 
refpeft  to  the  charafiersof  men  and 
their  works  come  with  great  weight, 
and  are  delivered  with  an  air  fufh- 
ciently  impoiing,  the  literary  world 
will,  neverthelef?,  ilill  aflumc  the 
liberty  of  judging  ior  itfelf,  and  not 
tamely  fubrait  to  diftatorial  authori- 
ty. But  in  whatever  iiiihinces  our 
opinions  m.ay  differ  from  Dr.  John- 
fon,  it  is  with  pleafure  that  we  give 
our  teftimony  to  his  being  the  firll 
biographer  of  the  age.  Ke  is  always 
entertaining,  always  infiru6tive,  al- 
ways mafterly  ;  and  his  invariable 
attachment  to  the  caufe  of  religion 


and  virtue  defervcs  high  commenda- 
tion ;  though  it  would  be  better  if 
that  attachment  were  never  mix- 
ed with  the  prejudices  of  education. 

The  Biographical  materials  of  our 
country  have,  likewife,  been  in- 
creafed  by  other  performances.  Mr. 
Nichols's  "  Anecdotes  of  William 
Hogarth"  contain  a  very  full  detail 
or  the  life  and  works  of  that  emi- 
nent and  original  moral  painter. 
The  catalogue  given  of  his  pictures 
and  prints  is  drawn  up  in  chronolo- 
gical order,  and  accompanied  with 
occafional  remarks.  Froin  this  ac- 
count, in  conjunftion  with  that 
lately  afforded  by  Mr.  Walpole, 
the  editor  of  the  Biographia  Bri- 
tannica  will  be  enabled  to  do  ample 
juftice  to  Mr.  Hogarth's  memory. 

Mr.  Nichols,  who  excels  in  bio- 
graphical knowledge,  and  is  fond  of 
biographical  communications,  hath, 
alfo,  recorded  the  ftory  of  William 
Gcd,  an  ingenious  but  unfortunate 
artift  in  the  printing  way.  The 
lame  writer,  in  •■he  fourth  number 
of  the  Bibliothcca  7^opographica 
Britannica,  hath  publiflred  a  Life 
of  Sir  John  Havvkewood.  This 
was  originally  read  before  the  So- 
ciety of  Antiquaries  ;  but  whether 
it  was  written  by  Mr.  Nichols  him- 
felf,  or  fome  other  perfon,  doth 
not  appear. 

Dr.  Hird's  "  AfFeftionate  Tribute 
to  the  Memory  of  Dr.  Fothcrgill," 
is  not  fomuch  a  regular  life  of  him, 
r,uS  a  panegyrical  funeral  oration. 
It  furniflies,  however,  feveral  parti- 
culars concerning  him,  which  will 
be  ufeful  to  future  biographers. 
Dr.  Elliot  hath,  alfo,  prefixed  a 
life  of  Dr.  Fothergill  to  his  collec- 
tion of  that  gentleman's  medical 
writings.  Two  more  lives  of  him 
are  expeded  from  Dr.  Thompfon 
and  Dr.  Lctfome  ;  fo  that  there  is  a 
mighty  ardpijr  to  do  honour  to  the 
charafter 
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charai^er  of  tliis  popular,  worthy, 
and  eminent  phylician. 

Farther  julHcc  has  been  done  to  the 
merit  of  that  excellent  and  famous 
anatoiniil,  and  profellbr,  Dr.  Alex- 
ander Monro,  by  a  well  written  ac- 
count of  him,  prefixed  to  his  works. 
Both  the  dodor's  fons  have  contri- 
buted to  ereft  a  monument  ot  filial 
piety  to  their  father;  one  as  his  bio- 
grapher, and  the  other  as  his  editor. 

Mr.  Clithero  has  prefaced  his 
publication  of  Sir  William  Black- 
Itone's  Reports,  with  a  Life  of  that 
able  lawyer,  found  judge,  and  ad- 
mirable writer.  Every  one  will  be 
fenlible  that  there  are  few  men 
whofe  names  deferve  to  be  tranfmlt- 
ed  with  greater  reputation  to  polle- 
rity.  We  here  learn,  for  the  lirft 
time,  that  Sir  William  Elackftone 
was  the  real  author  of  a  fine  poem 
on  the  death  of  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
printed  in  Mr.  Clithero's  name,  in 
the  Oxford  Colledion,  upon  that 
occafion. 

Dr.  Enfield's  funerril  Sermon  for 
Dr.  Aikln  is  of  a  biographical  na- 
ture, confining  almoft  entirely  of 
the  character  of  that  gentleman, 
who  was  a  very  learned,  worthy, 
and  much  effeemed  divinity  tutor 
among  the  Proteflant  Difienters. 
He  was  the  father  of  the  juftly  ad- 
mired poetcfs,  Mrs.  Barbauld,  and 
of  Mr.  John  Aikin,  who  is  known 
by  various  ingenious  publications. 
\\^hilft  Dr.  Aikin's  remarkable  mo- 
dcfty  did  not  permit  him,  though  he 
was  well  qualified  for  ir,  to  appear 
in  the  world  as  an  author,  he  train- 
ed up  his  children  to  make  a  diltin- 
guifhed  figure  in  the  republic  of 
letters. 

The  Biography  of  the  year  hath 
extended  to  foreigners,  as  well  as  to 
the  natives  of  our  own  country. 
Dr.  Pukency  hath  intermixed,  with 
his  "  View  of  the  Writings  of  Lin- 


nnjus,"  aLlfe  ofthat great  narurnlif]-. 
The  account  given  of  him  is  fuffi- 
ciently  copious  for  every  purpofe  of 
valuable  information,  and  perhaps 
a  better  will  not  eafily  be  produced. 
The  "  Hirtory  of  the  Chevalier 
Bayard,"  by  Mr.  Stirling,  fsems  to 
be  more  valuable  for  the  materials 
than  the  execution.  The  work, 
however,  is  not  uninterefting  or 
dcllitute  of  entertainment,  thouj^h, 
in  point  of  compofition,  it  might 
have  appeared  to  fuperior  advan- 
tage. 

Mrs.  ThicknelTe's  «  Sketches  of  the 
Lives  and  Writings  of  the  Ladies  of 
France,"  of  which  fhe  hasnovvpub- 
lillied  the  fecond  and  third  volumes, 
may  afford  a  pleafing  amufement  to 
a  number  of  readers. 

To  the  Antiquarian  Knowledge 
of  this  country,  much  addition  hatk 
been  made  in  the  courfe  of  the  year. 
In  this  refped,  Mr.  Warton's  third 
voluine  of  his  "  Hillory  of  Poetry'* 
deferves  particularly  to  be  inention- 
ed  ;  for  though  its  principal  merit 
is  of  a  higher  nature,  it  is  a  great 
perforinance  in  point  of  antiquities. 
It  contains  inuch  information  of  that 
kind,  and  hath  brought  many  curi- 
ous facts  to  light.  The  name  of 
Mr.  Warton,  as  a  member  of  the 
Society  of  Antiquaries,  reflects  ho- 
nour on  that  learned  bodv.  Such  an 
union  of  genius  and  taile,  with  a 
fondnefs  for  antiquarian  refearches, 
is  not  a  common  phenomenon.  It 
is,  at  the  faine  time,  a  happy  cir- 
cumlfance ;  as  a  liberal  inveflip-a- 
tion  ot  antiquity  enables  us  to  form 
an  accurate  and  philofophical  ac- 
(^uaintance  with  the  fpirlt  and  man- 
ners of  pad  ages. 

Dr,  Nafii's  "  Colleaions  for  the 
Hiilory  of  Worcefterfliire,"  coniH- 
tute  a  work  of  great  labour,  and 
great  value.  The  author  is  as  much 
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tliuinguidied  by  the  liberality  and 
gDnerolity  of  his  mind,  as  he  is  by 
his  knowledge  and  indullry  ;  for 
we  underftand  that  he  hath  largely 
contributed  to  the  execution  of  the 
prefent  defign  out  of  his  private 
fortune.  From  many  parts  it  ap- 
pears that  Dr.  Nafa  is  a  very  -able 
antiquary  ;  and  the  biographical  ac- 
counts he  ha^  introduced  of  the 
eminent  men  who  were  natives  of 
the  county  of  Worcefter  will  be  en- 
tertaining to  the  generality  of  rea- 
ders. We  can  have  no  doubt  but 
that  he  will  acquire  reputation 
from  this  work  ;  and  it  is  with 
pleafure  we  find  that  he  hath  had 
the  courage  to  prolecute,  with  vi- 
gour and  celerity,  his  laborious  and 
ufeful  undertaking. 

Sir  Richard  Worfley's  "  Hiftory 
of  the  lile  of  Wighr,"  is  a  full 
and  complete  account  of  that  ifland. 
Such  a  work  has  long  been  ex- 
pected as  well  as  wanted  ;  and  it 
is  a  fatii faction  to  us  to  fee  it  ac- 
complilhed.  It  hath,  for  many 
years  pail,  been  the  employment  of 
the  Worfley  family  to  collcft  mate- 
rials for  the  defign.  The  hiftory 
owes  its  origin  to  Sir  James  Woriley, 
who  advanced  fome  way  in  the  bull- 
nefs.  Additions  were  made  by  his 
for.  Sir  Thomas  ;  and  his  grandfon, 
Sir  Richard,  hath  finifhed  the  work. 
The  part  which  hath  been  perform- 
ed by  Sir  Richard  Woriley  appears 
to  be  very  eonfiderable,  and  the 
whole  is  executed  to  good  advantage. 
Among  other  hiitorical  fads,  there 
is  a  curious  relation  of  king  Charles 
the  FiriVs  imprifonmcnt  in  Carif- 
brook  Caftle.  Perhaps  we  need  not 
add,  what  from  the  nature  of  the 
wo  lis  might  be  expefted,  that  both 
the  Collections  for  Worcefterfliire, 
and  the  Hiftory  of  the  Ille  of  Wight, 
are  adorned  with  cuts  and  engrav- 
ings, fome  of  them  beautifully  fi- 
niflied. 


The  Obfervations  of  the  learned 
Mr.  Bryant,  on  the  F«<ems  of  Tho- 
mas Rowley,  may  principally  be 
confidered  as  an  antiquarian  produc- 
tion. For  whatever  becomes  of  the 
particular  queftion  he  is  engaged  in, 
it  hath  occafioned  him  to  examine 
minutely  into  the  hiftory  of  the 
timts,  and  to  throw  much  light  on 
feveral  obfcure  fa6ts.  In  this  re- 
fpec%  the  ingenuity,  literature,  and 
fpirit  of  refearch  difplayed  by  Mr.. 
Bryant  entitle  him  to  great  admi- 
ration, though  we  may  not  agree  in 
opinion  with  him  concerning  the 
poems  for  the  authenticity  ot  which 
he  To  ftrongly  contends. 

An  anijnymous  pamphlet  on  the 
fame  i'uhjcct,  and  nearly  with  the 
fame  title,  comes  entirely  under  the 
head  of  A.ntiquities,  the  invention 
of  it  being  to  explain  a  number  of 
old  words  that  occur  in  Chatterton'^s 
protelfed  Rowley,  and  to  vindicate 
the  propriety  of  them,  in  oppofition 
to  P>ir.  Tyrwhit's  objeCiions. 

The  anecdotes  of  Olavc  the  Black, 
king  of  Man,  and  the  Hcbridian 
princes  of  the  Somerled  Family,  be- 
ing a  fragment  of  ancient  Scottifli 
hiftorv,  cannot  fail  of  gratitying  the 
lovers  of  antiquarian  refearches. 
Thefe  anecdotes  were  printed  at 
Copenhagen,  in  1780,  in  the  ori- 
ginal Illnndic,  from  the  Flateyan 
and  other  manufcripts,  with  a  literal 
verfion  and  notes,  by  the  Rev.  ?vlr, 
Jonllone,  chaplain  to  his  majefty's 
envoy  at  the  court  of  Denmark. 
There  are  added  eighteen  eulogies,, 
on  Haco  king  of  Norway,  bySnorro 
Sturlfon,  poet  to  that  monarch. 
Perhaps  it  may- in  part  be  owing  to- 
their  being  given  in  fo  literal  a 
veifion,  that  we  have  been  able  to 
difcern  but  little  poetical  excellence 
in  thefe  eulogies. 

Some  other  publications,  which  it 
may  be  fufficient  barely  to  mention, 
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are  a  "  Supplement  to  the  Origin 
of  Printing  ;"  the  "  Hillory  and 
i^ntiquiry  of  the  four  Inns  of 
Couit;"  the  additional  numbers  of 
*'  the  Bibliotheca  TopoLcmphica 
Britannica,"andMr.Gutch's  "  Col- 
letfanea  curiofa,"  extracted  chiefly 
from  the  Bodleian  Library. 

Mr.  Thomas  Warton  hath  print- 
ed the  parochial  hiftory .  of  upper 
jind  lower  Kiddington  in  Oxtord- 
fliire  ;  of  which,  however,  he  hath 
only  Itruck  off  twenty  copies.  It  is 
intended  as  a  fpecimen  of  this  kind 
of  comp»(kion,  and  is  deligned  to 
be  inferred  in  the  Hillory  ot  the 
County  of  Oxford,  if  I'uch  a  work 
fliould  ever  be  completed.  It  is  not 
only  an  excellent  fj)ecimen  ot  that 
fpecies  of  writing,  but  fncws  rhe  mi- 
nutcnefs  of  invetfigation  to  which  a 
great  genius  can  occafionallydefcend. 
Kiddington  is  Mr.  Warton's  own 
parilh. 

With  regard  to  the  antiquities  of 
other  countries,  two  or  three  publi- 
cations may  require  to  be  noticed. 
Mr.  Uvedale  Price's  "Account  of  the 
Statues,  Pidfures,  and  Temples  of 
Greece,"  which  is  principally  a  tran- 
ilation  from  Faufanias,  may  be  of 
feme  fervice  to  thofe  who  wifli  to 
be  acquainted  with  the  lubjei't. 

The  "  Letters  from  an  Englifh 
Traveller  in  Spain,"  contain  a  hillo- 
ry of  the  prcigrefs  ot  poetry  in  that 
country,  and  many  particular?  con- 
cerning its  more  ancient  vvrireis. 
The  work  is  inilruftive  and  enter- 
taining ;  but  the  compofition  c  f  it 
might  have  been  capable  of  im- 
provement, it  is  certainly  written 
by  one  who  is  mafter  ot  his  fubjeti:. 
'  Mr.  Rafpe's  "  Critical  Eliay  en 
Oil  Painting,"  is  an  ingenious  and 
elabcirate  difquiiition  into  a  matter 
that  v.- ill  be  deemed  very  curious  and 
interetting  to  the  lovers  of  that  art. 
On  the  credit  of  Vafarithe  Florentine, 


who,  in  1556,  wrote  the  Lives  of 
the  Painters,  it  has  almoft  univer- 
lally  been  admitted,  that  John  Van- 
Eyck  of  Bruges,  about  a  hundred 
and  fifty  years  before  th. it  time,  was 
the  inventor  of  painting  in  oil. 
But  Mr.  Rafpe  con:ends  that  it  was 
more  ancient,  and  urges  a  variety  of 
evidence,  whi.h  feems  to  hedecihve 
oi  the  qaeftion.  In  the  profecutioa 
of  the  fubjedl,  he  con^  e\  s  much  in- 
formation, aind  fliews  hiinfelf  fo 
complete  a  mafter  of  all  the  learn- 
ing belonging  to  it,  that  his  per- 
formance will  add  to  the  credit  he 
hath  already  obtained  in  the  literary 
world. 

Under  the  head  of  Travels,  Mr. 
Pennant's  "joarney  to  Snowdon,"and 
Mr.  Wyndham's'"  Tour  through 
Monmouthfhireand  Wales,"  are  the 
chief  publications  of  the  year.  They 
might  have  been  mentioned  under 
the  article  of  antiquities,  as  they 
contain  many  particulars  of  that 
kind.  Mr.  Pennant's  dei'criptions 
ot  the  fine  and  noble  fcenes  he  met 
with,  and  efpecially  of  Snowdnn, 
are  intelligent,  animated,  and  ifrik- 
ing.  Several  hillorical  anecdotes 
are  likevvife  interfpcrfed.  In  Mr. 
"Wyndham's  Tour  there  are,  alio, 
various  entertaining  delcriptions  and 
remarks.  This  Tour  is  a  fecond 
edition,  but  enlarged  from  a  fmall 
pooket  volume  to  a  qu  .rto.  B  )th 
tVir.  Pennant's  and  Mr.  Wyndham's  - 
works  are  adorned  with  plates 
well  executed  ;  and  among  thofe  of 
Mr.  Pennant  is  a  half  length  of  Sir 
Richard  Wynne,  by  Bartolozzi. 
We  need  not  fay  that  it  is  a  beauti- 
ful engraving; 

The  "  Journal  of  Capt  .in  Cook's 
laft  Voyage  to  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
on  Difcovcry,'-  is  publifhed  with- 
out a  name,  and  is  certainly  not  a 
book    of   authority.     The  general 
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account  of  the  navigation,  we 
doubt  not,  is  true  ;  but  ieveral  parts 
of  the  narration  are  embellifhed  by 
fancy,  and,  perhaps,  dlfgraced  by 
iicStion.  The  editor  could  not  ex- 
peft  niuch  credit  to  be  paid  to  the 
performance  ;  fince  he  fets  out  with 
laying,  that  he  doth  not  mal^e  hiin- 
feif  anfwcr.'ible  for  thefafts  that  are 
rehited  in  the  journal. 

Of  the  abridged  account  of  Sonne- 
rat's  "  Voy;tge  to  the  Spice-Iflands, 
and  New  Guinea  ;"  and  of  Richard's 
*'  Tour  from  London  to  Peterbo- 
rough," we  can  afTert  nothing  deci- 
five,  not  having  read  them. 

With  regard  to  political  tracfl's, 
we  have  formerly  obferved,  that  it 
IS  impoffible  tor  men  greatly  devoted 
to  literary  purfuits,  to  attend  to  all 
the  publications  which  the  pany 
tlifputes  of  the  times  may  render 
worthy  of  a  temporary  notice. 
There  are  fome,  however,  that 
nuift  not  be  omitted ;  and  efpccially 
fuch  as  belong  to  great  national 
queftions.  An  important  objeft  of 
political  fpeculation  is  the  ftate  of 
the  population  of  this  country.  In 
the  Kew  Annual  Rcgiller  for  1780, 
we  adverted,  Ibmewhat  prematurely, 
tJ  Mr.  Wales's  enquiry  into  the 
i'ubjeft.  This  was  foon  followed 
by  Mr.  Hewlett's  "  Examination  of 
Dr.  Price's  ElTay  on  the  Popu- 
lation of  England  and  VVales  ;"  in 
which  the  dodrine  of  an  increafed 
population  is  aflerted  to  be  eftablifli- 
ed  by  fa6ls.  Mr.  Howlett's  is  a 
very  important  treatife,  and  has 
much  the  appearance  of  being  deci- 
live.  Many  of  his  arguments,  in- 
deed, feemed  to  us  to  be  too  pre- 
carious and  fpeculative ;  and  in 
fome  fmaller  points  we  knew  him  to 
be  miilaken.  But  his  accounts  of 
the  regiflcrs  of  pariflies,  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  were  fo  Ihong 


as  to  convince  us,  and  we  rejoiced 
in  the  conviftion,  that  our  native 
land  was  not  in  fuch  a  deplorable 
decreafe  of  inhabitants  as  had  been 
reprefentcd,  but  was  riling  in  num- 
bers, and,  confequently,  in  inter- 
nal profperity.  But,  alas  !  our 
pleafure  was  too  (hort-lived.  The 
author  of  a  little  trai*^,  on  the  "  Un- 
certainty of  the  prcfent  Population 
of  the  Kingdom,"  has,  with  extra- 
ordinary fagacity  of  obfervation, 
driven  us  back  again  into  the  region 
of  doubt  and  difficulty.  We  muft, 
therefore,  leave  the  rrtattcr  ftill  un- 
determined, and  wait  for  the  final 
iiTuc  of  the  conteii.  Dr.  Price,  we 
know,  will  refumc  the  fubjc6t,  in 
the  new  expefled  edition  of  his 
work  on  Annuities  and  Reverfion- 
ary  Payments. 

That  the  Dutch  war  would  be 
produiiivc  of  political  difcuffion, 
was  a  point  that  could  not  be  doubt- 
ed. An  able  advocate  for  the  con- 
duct of  the  Britilh  government  has 
been  found  in  Dr.  Andrews.  This 
gentleman  has  vindicated  the  pro- 
ceedings of  our  court,  in  "  Two  Let- 
ters to  count  Wclderen,"  the  late 
amballador  from  Holland  to  Eng- 
land ;  and  lince,  in  two  farther  let- 
ters, addrefled  to  the  fame  noble- 
man. Dr.  Andrews  reafons  plau- 
fibly  and  forcibly  on  the  meafures 
which  the  United  Provinces  ought, 
in  vvifdom  and  good  policy,  to  have 
purfued,  and  on  the  ftate  of  the 
treaties  between  us  and  them.  But 
he  muft  be  a  firft-rate  politician  in- 
deed, who  can  prove  the  propriety 
and  prudence  of  our  having  engag- 
ed in  a  war  with  the  Dutch,  at  a 
time  in  which  we  were  otherwife 
expofed  to  fuch  a  formidable  hoft 
of  enemies. 

The  fituation  of  affairs  in  the 
Eart  Indies  hath,  likewife  given  rife 
to  various  publications.     The  moft 
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importfint  one  is  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  thcle  Aft'airs,  in  two 
Volumes,  Folio.  It  is  not  to  be 
expcfted,  that  we,  who  are  not 
proprietors  of  India  ftock,  and  who 
have  no  Indian  connexions,  lliould 
drudge  through  fuch  a  voluminous 
work.  But  we  have  looked  enough 
into  it  to  fee,  that  the  fubjeil  is  in- 
tereiting  to  general  policy,  intcreft- 
ing  to  civil  government,  and  inte- 
refting  to  humanity.  The  manage- 
ment of  our  concerns  in  that  part 
of  the  globe  is  a  mod  difficult  ob- 
ject ;  difficult  with  regard  to  the 
right  mode  of  treating  the  natives  ; 
with  refpeft  to  the  introduction  of 
new  laws,  and  meafures  of  admi- 
niltration  ;  and,  above  all,  in  pre- 
venting the  tyranny  and  corrupti'^n 
of  thofe  who  arc  fent  thither  from 
England.  Jt  will,  probably,  be  a 
long  time  before  a  wife,  rational, 
comprehenfive,  and  fuccefsful  fyf- 
tcm  of  legiilation  and  polity  can 
he  eltabliflied  in  that  country.  Per- 
bap?,  before  fuch  a  period  may  ar- 
rive, our  follies  and  our  crimes  will 
have  totally  deprived  us  of  our  pof- 
fcffions  in  the  Eaif  Indies. 

The  claims  of  the  people  of  Ire- 
land have  conftitutcd  another  grand 
objett  of  political  difpute.  Giat- 
tan's  "Obfervaiions  on  the  Mutiny- 
bill,"  are  ihe  production  of  one  of 
the  moft  illulfrious  patriots  ot  that 
kingdom.  He  is  very  able  and  fpi- 
ritcd  as  a  writer  ;  but  his  exertions 
have  been  moil  diftinguiflied  in  the 
Irifli  parliament,  where  he  hath 
eminently  contributed  to  the  fignal 
privileges  lately  gained  by  his  coun- 
trymen. 

The  pamphlet,  entitled,  "  Con- 
fideiations  fubmittcd  to  the  People 
of  Ireland,  on  their  prefcnt  Condi- 
tion with  Regard  to  Trade  and  Con- 
ftitution,"  is  an  Anfwer  to  Mr. 
Grattoii's  Obfervations,    It  is  writ- 


ten with  temper  and  with  argu 
ment ;  but,  as  the  event  hath  fiicwn' 
with  little  effect. 

A  traft  on  the  fame  fide  of  the 
queiVion,  attributed  to  Mr.  Charles 
Sheridan,  is  jemarkab'e  for  its  inge- 
nuity,  moderation,  and  plauiibihty. 
The  author    hath    produced  many 
fubtile  arguments  to  prove,  that  the 
Iriih  ought  not  to  infill  on  a  decla- 
ration of  their  lights,  the  repeal  of 
Poynings'  law,  and  the  new  mutiny- 
bill.       His     reafonings,     however, 
feem   to  us   to  be  more  acute  than 
convincing.     They  fpeak  rather  the 
language  of  an  able  advocate,  than 
of  one  who  was  perfeftly  fatistied 
with    his    fubjeCl,      Mr.   Sheridan's 
publication  is  laid,  at  firft,  to  have 
had  an   extraordinary  influence    in 
calming  the  mirds  of  the  Irilli  ;  but 
it  was  an  influence  that  was  by  no 
means    durable.      A    people,     with 
arms  in  their  irands,  will  attend  to 
their  own  wants    and  feelings,  and 
not    to    refined    fpeculations.       No 
condudl,  in  hiilory,    c.  n,  perhaps, 
be   mentioned   as  equally  wife  and 
political  with  ihat  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Ireland.     They  firll:  arm  them- 
felves   for   their  defence  againft  to-, 
re'gn   enemies,  and   then  they  fay, 
we  will  have  our  domeflic  grievances 
redrefled.     Nor    do    they    liiy    this 
only,  but  obtain  all  their  demands 
without  bloodihed  ;  whilll  the  coun- 
try, which   hath  long  kept  them  in 
fubjeflion,    makes  a   virtue   of'ne- 
ceflity^  and  affc6ts  to  applaud  their 
behaviour. 

Neckar's  "  State  of  the  Finances 
of  France,"  we  leave  to  be  ellimat- 
ed  by  thofe  who  are  able  to  decide 
upon  a  fubjeft  of  which  we  our- 
felves  are  but  incompetent  judges. 
Dean  Tucker's  "  Cui  Bono?"  in  a 
Series  of  Letters  addrefled  to  Monf. 
Neckar,  contains  a  number  of  in- 
genious and  ufe+'ul  obfervations, 
P  4  con- 
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concerning  which  we  mayjuflly  fay, 
th^t  it  would  be  h:^ppy  it  they  were 
attended  to  by  rhc  powers  of  Eu- 
rope. It  there  he,  here  and  there, 
fomething  fanciful  in  the  dean's 
pamphlet,  allowance  is  to  be  made 
for  the  eccentiicity  of  his  genius  ; 
for  we  believe  that  it  would  be  dif- 
ficult for  hjln  to  maintain  an  abfo- 
lute  Linif irmity  of  good  fenfe,  ex- 
cepting when  he  writes  on  a  quef- 
tion  immediately  commercial,  like 
his  tra6:  upon  w'col. 

■  We  pafs  over  "  The  Enquiry  in- 
to the  Caufc-s  of  our  National  Dif- 
contcnts  and  Misfortunes,"  "  Ci- 
cero's Letters  to  Cataline,"  the 
^'  Letter  to  Lord  Howe,"  the 
*'  Speech  of  the  Earl  of  Buchan," 
the  "  Letter  to  Mr.  Jenkinfon,"  the 
"  Interior  Cabinet, "  the  "  Authen- 
tic Rebel  Papers,"  and  other  publi- 
cations. Moft  of  thern,  though 
n^t  deftitute  of  ability,  or  void  of 
information,  on  (he  different  lides 
of  the  quellions  they  relate  to,  can 
only  be  confidered  as  party  pamph- 
letSc 

,"  The  Hillory  of  Lord  North's 
Adminiftration,"  though  not  a  bril- 
liant, is  an  ufeful  performance.  It 
afford  ,  fo  far  as  it  goes,  a  good 
account  of  the  meafures  of  that 
mlniilcr,  efpecially  with  regard  to 
ob'|e(ft3  of  finance  and  Eaft  India 
affairs.  Collections  of  this  kind 
will  be  of  feryice  to  future  hifto- 
rians. 

The  right  of  the  people  of  this 
country  to  a  reformation  in  the  con* 
ftitution  of  parlianient,  hath  lately 
become  a  fubject  of  en«?|uiry.  We 
fhall  only  mention,  that  Mi',  North- 
pote's  "  t  bfervHtlons  on  the  Natu- 
ral and  Civil  Rights  of  Mankind," 
and  "  thp  Second  Addrefs  from  the 
Committee  of  Aflbciation  of  the 
County  of  York,"  are  interefting 
pevfonnances  uppn  different  plans, 


in  favour  of  a  mere  equal  repre- 
fentation.  This  is  a  quelHon  w^hich 
is  becoming  every  day  of  greater 
and  greater  confequence,  and  which 
will,  probably,  call  for  our  more 
particular  attention  in  the  next 
year. 

The  endeavours  of  the  Lincoln- 
fiiire  and  the  Leicefterfliire  graxiers 
to  obtain  the  exportation  of  wool, 
have  given  rife  to  fevcral  ingenious 
and  elaborate  publications.  The 
opinion  of  moll:  of  the  writers  upon 
the  fubje6i:,  coincides  w'ith  the  ge- 
neral fenfe  of  the  nation,  that  fuch 
an  exportation  ought  not  to  be  al- 
lowed. 

Mr.  We/ket's  "  Complete  Digeft 
of  the  Theory,  Laws,  and  I'railice  of 
Infurance,"  we  find  to  be  well 
fpoken  of,  as  a  very  elaborate  per- 
formance, and  likely  to  be  of  great 
ufe  in  the  mercantile  world. 

In  ancient,  claffical,  and  polite 
learning,  England  hath  long  (hone 
with  peculiar  eminence  ;  and  it  will 
be  feen  trom  the  produ61;ions  of  the 
year,  that  it  ftill  continues  to  make 
a  diftingulflied  figure  in  this  refpe6t. 
With  regard,  howevei-,  to  Oriental 
literature,  nothing  hath  appeared  in 
1781,  that  is  of  any  great  import- 
ance. The  only  thing  relatiiig  to 
it,  is  Dr.  Jubb's  "  Linguae  Hcbrai- 
ca;  Studium  Juventuti  Academics? 
Commendatum."  This  is  an  ora- 
tion which  was  delivered  by  the 
dodfor  on  his  eittering  upon  the 
king's  proielibrfliip  of  Kebrew  at 
Oxford  ;  and  it  contains  a  judicious 
enumeration  of  the  advantages  arif- 
ing  trom  the  fludy  of  that  language. 
The  preient  difcourfe,  may,  per- 
haps, be  a  prelude  to  what  may  far- 
ther be  expelled  from  the  learned 
p.ofeflbr. 

In  Grecian  literature,  the  year 
appears  with  much  advantage.    Mr. 
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Joddrel,  in  his  "  Oblcrvations  on 
Euripides,"  which,  though  compre- 
hending two  volumes,  are  conriued 
to  the  tragedies  ot"  the  Ion  and  the 
Bacchic,  hath  aiforded  ample  Ipeci- 
mens  of  the  extent  and  variety  of 
his  ancient  reading.  lie  hath  dif- 
culled  many  curious  queftions,  and 
feveral  of  his  remarks  will  rcw;ird 
the  attention  of  the  clallic  fcholar. 
We  have  our  doubts  whether  the 
work  be  not  too  much  loaded  with 
quotations,  fo  that  the  ienle  is 
fometimes  buried  in  the  multiplicity 
of  authorities. 

Mr.  Bury^efs's  Edition  of  "  Dawes's 
Critica  Mifceilanea,"  is  another  ex- 
cellent publication  relative  to  Gre- 
cian learning.  Mr.  Dawes's  work 
is  of  known  and  acknowledged  me- 
rit, and  the  value  ot  the  prelent 
edition  is  highiy  increafed  by  Mr. 
Eurgefs's  large  iippendix.  This 
Mr.  Burgeis  we  confider  as  an  ex- 
traordinary young  man,  from  whom 
great  things,  in  the  way  of  erudi- 
tion, are  to  be  expected,  and  who 
promifes  to  be  one  of  thofe,  who, 
in  this  refpeiSt,  will  contribute  to 
fuftain  the  glory  of  our  country. 
The  fame  gentleman,  in  a  Supple- 
ment to  his  Eflay  on  Antiquities, 
which  attained  the  Oxford  prize  in 
178c,  and.  which  deferved  that 
prize,  hath  given  the  general  plan 
of  an  intended  treatife  on  the  ori- 
gin and  formation  of  the  Greek 
language.  From  this  plan  it  is  ap- 
parent, that  the  author  is  well  fitted 
for  undertaking  curious  and  profound 
enquiries. 

In  mentioning  claffical  tranfla- 
tions,  the  firfr  and  greateft  object 
that  prefents  itfelf  to  us  is  Mr.  Pot- 
ter's Euripides.  Thir  gentleman 
gave  fo  admirable  a  fpecimen  of  his 
abilities  in  iEfchylus,  that  he  was 
juftly  called  upon  to  favour  the 
world  with  Euripides,  and  the  high- 


eil  expeftaticns  were  formed  with 
regard  to  the  execution  of  the  dc- 
fign.  Mr.  Potter  h;ith  completed 
one  volimie  of  his  undertaking.  Its 
excellence,  in  general,  wc  iinccrcly 
acknowledge  ;  but  we  cannot  help 
expreffing  fume  doubt  whether  his 
I  uripldes  be  equal  to  his  ^fchy- 
lu3.  We  intimate  our  opinion  with 
helitation,  as- we  have  not  compar- 
ed the  tranfiation  with  the  original. 
But  in  reading  the  Englifli  Euri- 
pides, it  hath  Itruck  us  that  there 
are  greater  marks  of  careleffnefs  in 
the  veriificarion,  and  that  there  arc 
feveral  other  defe&.  VV>  cannot 
by  any  means  approve  of  ihe  pau- 
city ot  the  notes.  Thofe  on  yElchy- 
lus  conftiriited  a  valuable  part  of  the 
work,  and  it  cannct  be  denied,  that 
Euripides  mi.;ht  have  admitted  of 
much  illudration.  Mr.  Pot'er  al- 
leges his  deference  to  the  opinion  of 
fome  perfons,  vv'ho  want  notes  as 
liitle  as  the  tranfiator  likes  to  deform 
his  page  with  them  :  but  we  do  not 
love  that  advice  wl.ich  tends  to  flat- 
ter the  natural  indolence  of  man- 
kind. 

Of  the  famous  "  Elymn  to  Ceres," 
lately  difcovered,  and  afcribed  to 
Homer,  and  which,  though  proba- 
bly  not  his,  is,  undoubtedly,  very- 
ancient,  it  was  natural  to  exped: 
tranflations.  Two  have  been  prc- 
fented  to  the  public,  one  by  Mr, 
Hole,  and  one  by  Mr.  Lucas.  Mr. 
Hole's  affords  ample  proof  of  his 
abilities,  both  as  a  poet  and  a  cri- 
tic. Mr.  Lucas's  tranfiation  we 
have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  exa- 
mining, and,  therefore,  cannot  de- 
termine concernin;.;  its  merit. 

Mr.  Rutherforth.  hath  pubiifhed  3 
"  Trarjiiation  of  the  SelcA  Oiat^ons 
of  Cicero."  If  be  hath  nor  been  re- 
markably fucccfsful,  he  may  con- 
Ible  himfelf  with  the  r.  tiei'^Hon, 
that  few  would  be  fo  happy  as  en- 
tirely 
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tircly   to   fuccccd   in  the   fame  at- 
tempt. 

Upon  general  Criticifm,  it  is 
with  concern  that  we  mention 
Harris's  "  Philological  Enquiries," 
on  accovmt  of  the  death  of  that 
ingenioas  and  worthy  avithor,  jull 
before  their  publication.  With 
the  peculiar  charafter  of  this  gen- 
tleman's writings,  our  readers  can- 
not be  unacquainted.  Ke  was  deep- 
ly converfant  in  the  Grecian  learn- 
ing, and  efpecially  the  Grecian  phi- 
lolophy.  Perhaps  he  was  devoted 
to  it  to  a  degree  of  bigotry,  fnice  he 
would  fcarcely  permit  himfclf  to  ex- 
tend a  thought  beyond  the  ideas  ot 
the  ancients.  To  this  turn  of  mind 
we  are  indebted  for  three  valuable 
produftions,  of  which  the  Hermes 
is  entitled  to  particular  applaufe. 
The  prefent  performance  is  not  fo 
profound  as  Mr.  Harris's  tormer 
works  ;  but  it  difplays  the  fame 
knowledge  of  antiquity,  and  the 
fame  veneration  for  its  decifions.  It 
is,  at  the  faine  time,  a  very  enter- 
taining publication,  as  it  gives  an 
hillorical  view  of  the  progiefs  of 
criticifm  among  the  Greeks  and  Ro- 
rnans,  and  exhibits  a  curious  and 
pleafing  account  of  the  Hate  of  lite- 
rature in  the  middle  ages. 

The  third  volume  of  Mr.  War- 
ton's  "Hillory  of  p^lnglifti  Poetry," 
which  we  have  mentioned  and  ap- 
plauded under  the  head  of  antiqui- 
ties, is  ftill  more  worthy  of  applaufe 
as  a  critical  work.  This,  indeed, 
is  its  diilinguiflted  and  intended  ex- 
cellence, the  other  being  rather  in- 
cidental. Every  lover  of  polite 
learning  muft  rejoice  that  the  fubjeft 
hath  fallen  into  the  hands  of  a  gen- 
tleman who  is  fo  capable,  in  all  re- 
fpefts,  of  doing  it  complete  juiiice. 
The  literature  and  fagacitv,  theex- 


aft  difcrimination  of  poetical  met  it, 
and  the  linenefs  of  talle,  difcoveriiblc 
through  the  whole  of  the  perform- 
ance, render  it  one  of  the  firii:  pro- 
duftions  of  the  kind  with  which 
this  country  hath  been  adorned. 

Dr.  Johnfon's  "  Lives  of  the  Poets" 
form  an  ilkiilrious  nddition  to  criti- 
cal, as  well  as  to  biographical  know- 
ledge.    No  man  will  hefitate  in  al- 
lowing that  the  Doctor  is  one  of  the 
liril  critics  of  the  age.     For  this  he 
is  admirably  fitted,  by  the  flrength 
and  penetration  of  his  underflanding, 
and  by  his  original  call  of  thinking. 
He  hath  appreciated  the  excellence 
of  our  poets,  in  manv  refpe6ts,  with 
a  very  mafterly  hand,  and   in  the 
life  of  Pope  he  htith  difplayed  his 
full  vigour.     The  general  tendency 
of  Di .  Johnfon's   work  is   rather  to 
diminifn  than  to  exalt  our  writers  ; 
and  he  hath  an  unreafonable  diflike 
to  fome  kinds  of  poeiry,  which  do 
not  coincide  with   his  own  turn  of 
mind.     Much  as  the  world  is  dif- 
pofed  to  fubuiit  to  the  Doftor's  au- 
thority, it   will   not  in    every  cafe 
bow  down   to  his  judgment.     It  is 
almoil:   univerfally   agreed    that    he 
hath  not  done  juftice  to   Prior  and 
to  Gray  ;   and  there  are  other  in- 
ftances  in  which  his  determination 
will  probably  hereafter  bedifputed. 
To  the  "  Colleaion  ot  Scottifli  Tra- 
gic  Ballads,"  are  prefixed  two  Dif- 
fertations,   one  on  the  oral  tradition 
of  poetry,    and    the    other  on    the 
old  tragic  ballad  ;   and  they  each  of 
them  contain  judicious  and  fenfible 
remarks. 

Mr.  Walker's  "  Elements  of  Elo- 
cution,"  relate  to  an  important  fub- 
jedl,  and  are  written  by  a  man 
who  hath  long  made  it  the  ob- 
jert  of  particular  lludy.  Accord- 
ingly, it  abounds  with  obfervations 
'40(1   rules  well   worthy   of  regard. 
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and  contains  many  iifeful  ftrii'T^ures  of 
a  critical  nature,  upon  the  Englifli 
lant^uage. 

A  conteft  hath  been  raifcd,  this 
year,  concerning  the  poems  of  Of- 
lian.  Their  authenticity  hath  abfo- 
lutely  been  denied  by  Mr.  Shaw,  in 
his  enquiry  into  the  fubjccl  ;  and  he 
hath  brought  a  charge  of  impolfure 
fully  and  dircftly  againft  Mr.  Mac- 
pherfon.  The  accufation  fecmed  to 
come  with  the  greater  force,  as  it 
was  urged  by  a  man  who  is  a  native 
of  the  Wellern  lilands,  who  is  ac- 
quainted with  the  Galic  language, 
who  hath  even  written  a  Grammar 
and  Didionary  of  that  language. 
Befides  this,  Mr.  Shaw  travelled 
into  the  "Country,  fpent  fome  months 
in  fearching  forOifian's  poems,  and 
aflerts,  after  all,  that  no  fuch  poems 
cxift.  In  the  opinion  of  Englifli- 
men,  the  matter  feemed  to  be  de- 
cided ;  when  lo  !  Clark's  Anfwer 
appeared,  and  brought  the  aft'air 
back  to  is  original  uncertainty. 
Mr.  Clark  calls  in  queftion  the 
knowledge,  judgment,  veracity, 
and  candour  of  Shaw,  and  hath 
alleged  many  ftrong  things  againft 
him,  which  do  not  feem  likely 
to  admit  of  an  eafy  reply.  Vv^e 
difapprove,  in  both  thefe  authors, 
of  the  fpirit  with  which  they  have 
written.  The  petulance  with  which 
Mr.  Shaw  treated  his  own  country- 
men, we  thought,  from  the  firll,  ri- 
diculous, and  hurtful  to  his  argu- 
ment ;  and  the  violence  of  ]>Ir. 
Clark  is  equally  blameable,  efpc- 
cially,  as  he  has  fuch  advantages 
on  his  lide.  Why  cannot  a  queftion 
of  this  kind  be  debated  with  calm- 
ncfs  and  temper  ?  The  obftinate 
lilence  of  Mr.  Macpherfon,  in  the 
controverfy,  is  generally  dlfapprov- 
ed.  He  hath  repeatedly  been  called 
upon   to   afcertain   the   point ;    he 


alone  can  do  it  completely  ;  he  is 
in  honour  obliged  to  it ;  and  yet  he 
hath  been  appealed  to  in  vain. 
Whilft  he  periiltsin  this  condudl,  an  ' 
oblcurity  v^ill  remain  upon  the  fub- 
]c.tt;  and  many,  at  Icail;  among  the 
Englifli,  will  continue  to  be  difbe- 
lievers  in  OlTian. 

A  frcfli  controverfy,  and  which 
promifes  to  be  a  voluminous  one, 
hath,  likewile,  arifen  concernincr 
the  poems  afcribed  to  Rowley,  by 
Chatterton.  After  what  had  been 
faid  by  Mr.  Walpolc,  Mr.  W'arton, 
and  Mr.  Tyrwhit,  moft  people  had 
fettled  their  minds  on  the  queftion, 
and  concluded  that  the  poems  were 
modern  productions,  and  the  work- 
manfhip,  however  cxtmordinarv,  of 
Chatterton  himfelf.  Neverth'elefs, 
there  were  feveral  gentlemen  who 
continued  to  maintain  the  contrary 
opinion  ;  and  amongft  them  there 
were  fume  names  of  no  fmall  note  in 
the  literary  world.  The  celebrated 
and  lc;irncd  Mr.  Bryant,  in  his 
"  Obfervatious  upon  the  Poems  of 
Thom.as  Rowley"  hath  not  fcrupled 
to  affert  in  the  very  title  page,  that 
he  hath  afccrtained  the  authenticity 
of  thefe  poems.  It  muft  be  allowed 
that,  in  this  work,  he  hath  difplay- 
ed  great  ability,  ingenuity,  and  li- 
terature. He  hath  urged  every  thin'' 
that  can  be  urged,  in  favour  of  the 
exigence  of  Rowley,  in  favour  of 
his  being  the  author  of  the  poems, 
and  in  favour  of  the  impoflibility  of 
their  being  cotnpofcd  by  Chatterton. 
Some  ot  his  aiguincnts  are  particu- 
larly delufive  ;  and,  for  a  time, 
we  were  fo  confounded  by  them, 
that  w^e  fcarcely  knew  what  judg- 
ment to  form.  But,  though  ftag- 
gered,  we  were  not  convinced  ;  and 
the  illufion  by  degrees  'wore  off. 
The  praifc,  however,  cannot  be  de- 
nied to  Mr.  Bryant  of  having 
^1  reduced 
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produced   a    moll    able  defence   of 
Rowley. 

Dean  Milleshas  not  been  equally 
fortunate.  He  hath  alleged  many 
of  the  fame  arguments  which  Mr. 
Bryant  hath  done,  but  they  do  not 
come  with  the  fame  force.  One  realbn 
is,  that  in  Bryant  the  poems  are  kept 
out  of  flight,  whereas  in  Milles  they 
always  ftare  you  in  the  face.  The 
Dean  having  given  a  fplendid  edi- 
tion of  them,  hath  added,  in  the 
notes,  his  rcafons  for  their  authenti- 
city, and  his  anfwcrs  to  objeftions. 
But  it  is  impoffible,  while  we  are 
reading  the  poems,  to  be  convinced 
by  the  notes.  The  }?oems  carry, 
upon  the  face  of  them,  fuch  evident 
traces  of  a  recent  original,  that  the 
whole  elfecx  of  Dr.  Milles's  reafon- 
in"-  is  deilroyed.  We  have  been 
concerned  to 'fee  fuch  men,  as  Mr. 
Bryant  and  the  Dean,  engaged  in  a 
controverfy,  which,  in  the  end, 
will  be  of  little  advantage  to  their 
reputation. 

The  anonymous  pamphlet,  en- 
titled "  Obfervations  on  the  Poems 
attributed  to  Rowley,"  is  on  the 
lame  fide  of  the  queltion,  and  is  op- 
pofed  to  Mr.  Tyr whit  The  author 
feeras  to  poffefs  a  confiderable  por- 
tion of  antiquarian  knowledge,  but 
it  is  exerted  on  a  fuhjeft  that  v/ill 
not  ftand  the  tcft  of  enquiry. 

The  curious  and  decilive  anfwers 
to  Mr.  Bryant  and  Dean  Milles  be- 
long to  the  yea-  1782,  and  will,  un- 
der^ that  year,  be  taken  into  due 
con  fide  rat  ion. 

Mr.  Bowles  hath  much  obliged 
the  public,  by  hi.  noble  edition  of 
pon  Quixote,  in  Spanilh.  From 
his  admirable  acquaintance  with  the 
bn<niage  and  literature  ot  Spain,  no 
man  could  be  better  fitted  for  fuch 
jin  undertaking  ;  and  we  hope  that 
Jie    will    meet  with   an  encourage- 


ment proportioned  to  his  labour  and 
defert. 

We  muft  not  on-,it  the  delightful 
impreilion,  though  not  publiilied,  of 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough's  Gems. 
A  finall  number  only  of  this  line 
book  have  been  printed,  to  be  given 
to  his  grace's  particular  friends. 
The  gems  are  moft  beautiful  in 
themfelves,  cmd  the  engravings  as 
beautifully  executed  by  Bavtolozzi. 
The  explanation  of  them  is  in  Latin 
and  French  :  the  Latin  by  Mr.  Bry- 
ant, and  the  French  by  Mr.  Maty. 
Mr.  Bryant's  Latin  from  whi.h  the 
French  is  a  tranfiation,  is  remarkably 
perfpicuous  and  elegant.  This  work 
is  tar  fuperior,  in  beauty  and  exe- 
cution, to  that  which  contains  the 
Gems  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans. 

The  Poetical  Hiftory  of  the  year 
includes  a  number  of  beautiful  com- 
pofitions.  Mr.  Mafon,  by  the  pub- 
lication of  the  fourtl.'  book,  hath 
put  the  finifliing  hand  to  his "  Englifli 
Garden".  His  charafter  we  need 
not  enlarge  upon,  as  he  hath  long* 
flood  in  the  lift  of  our  moft  claffic 
living  poets.  His  "  Engiifn  Gar- 
den" is  of  the  didaftic  kind,  and 
formed  on  the  models  of  the  purell 
tafte.  Its  chafte  and  genuine  beau- 
ties will  long  render  it  the.  object  of 
admiration.  The  fourth  book  is 
lefs  preceptive  than  the  former 
ones  ;  the  inftruftions  being  con- 
veyed in  a  beautiful  and  aifedting 
ftory,  which  reflefts  great  credit  011 
the  author's  heart,  as  well  as  on  his 
imagination,  and  difplays  the  noble 
liberality  of  his  fentiments.  He 
hath  chofen  blank  verfe,  and  we 
agree  with  him  in  opinion,  that  this 
fpecies  of  verfification  was  beft  fuit- 
ed  to  his  'defign,  and  the  nature  of 
the  poem. 

Mr.  Hay  ley,  in  his   "  Triumphs 

of 
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of  Temper,"  hath  afforded  a  frefli 
and  eminent  proot  of  the  brilliancy 
of  his  genius.  The  prefent  poem 
hath  an  exuberance  of  lancy,  a  rich- 
ncfs  of  invention,  a  variety  of  im:i- 
gery,  and  a  beauty  of  delcription, 
that  call  for  our  vvaraie.t  appiaufc. 
The  verfification,  too,  is,  in  gene- 
ral, rem  rkably  elegant  and  harmo- 
nious. But  the  author  will  forgive 
iis  for  aiking  him,  whether  he  is  not 
lometimes  too  redundant  and  dilTu- 
five  r  Are  there*,  or  arc  there  not,  a 
few  things  that  might  have  been 
fpared  ;  and  may  not  marks  of  hatte 
occafionally  be  obferved  ?  The 
poem  comprehends  above  three 
thoufand  lines,  whereas  Pope's  Rape 
of  the  Lock  confills  of  little  more 
than  a  thoufand  ;  and  we  think  that 
the  exclufion  of  every  fupcrfiuous 
idea  and  expreffion  conltitutes  a  part 
ot  its  merit.  But  perhaps  we  betray 
too  frigid  a  difpolition  in  mention- 
ing the  lliaht  defeds  of  fo  delightful 
a  poet  as  Mr.  Hayley ;  whofe  er- 
rors are  loft  in  a  blaze  of  excellence, 
and  who  hath  no  faults  but  what 
years  and  experience  will  eafily 
correifi. 

"  Sympathy"  a  poem,  is  entitled 
to  a  large  fhare  of  commendation. 
We  fee  united  in  it,  rational  and 
philofophical  fentiment,  poetical  de- 
scription, harmonious  veriification, 
and  a  moft  feeling  heart.  From  this 
author,  whofe  peculiar  fituation 
hath  obliged  him  to  devote  perhaps 
too  much  time  to  novel-writing, 
(though  his  Emtna  Corbet  hath 
great  pathetic  merit,)  v/e  are  here 
led  to  form  high  poetical  expefta- 
tions  ;  and  we  wifii  that  he  may  be 
encouraged  to  purfue  the  mode  of 
compofition  to  which  his  genius 
particularly  tends. 

Mifs  Seward,  v.ho  did   fuch  juf- 
tice    to    the    memory    of   Captain 
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Cook,  hath  done  equal  juftice  to 
the  memory  of  Major  Andre. 
Nay,  the  circumllances  of  her 
having  been  the  particular  friend 
of  the  ivlajor,  and  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  his  perfonal  hiftory, 
have  enabled  her  to  give  a  peculiar 
pathos  to  her  compofition.  Her 
Elegy  is,  indeed,  through  the 
whole  of  it,  beautiful  and  poetical, 
and  will  add  not  a  little  to  the  repu- 
tation of  this  diiiinguifned  lady. 
She  hath  annexed  to  the  poem  fome 
letters  of  Mr.  Andre,  written  whea 
he  was  very  young,  and  which  (liew 
that  he  was  a  man  of  tafte,  and  had 
a  literary  turn  of  min.', 

Mr  Keatc's  "  Epiftle  to  Angelica 
KaufFman,"is  an  elegantcompliment 
to  that  ingenious  woman  and  excel- 
l.mt  p.iinter.  It  took  its  rife  from 
his  obferving  on  her  pallet  a  colour 
from  the  gum  of  an  Egyptian  mum- 
my. Froan  this  circumllance,  Mr. 
Krate's  imagination  ranges,  in  a 
very  agreeable  manner,  to  the  pyra- 
mids of  Egypt ;  and  thence  he  de- 
duces many  pleating  refledions,  and 
many  topics  of  praife  to  Angelica. 
The  fame  gentleman  hath  cofleded, 
into  two  fniall  volumes,  his  former 
poetical  works,  to  which  he  hath 
added  a  number  of  pieces  that  never 
were  printed  before 

A  Library  is  not  an  improper 
fubjeft  for  poetry  to  a  philofophical 
and  ingenious  mind,  as  it  fugoefts 
various  objefe  of  meditation  and 
delcription.  Such  a  mind  is  poffelP 
ed  by  the  author  of  the  poem  which 
goes  under  that  name.  He  runs 
through  the  feveral  departments  of 
fcience  and  literature  with  great 
juftacls  and  elegance  of  fentiment, 
aiid  with  great  corrednefs  and  har- 
mony ot  veriification.  However 
hazardous  the  talk  might  have  been, 
and  however  wifely  he  m;!y  have 
avoided 
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avoided  it,  if  he  had  entered  into  the 
charafters  of  particular  authors,  his 
produelion  would  probably  have 
been  lliU'more  entertaining. 

In  reading  the  poem  on  the  "Beau- 
ties of  tne  Spiing,"  it  is  impoffible 
not  to  think  of  Thomfon,  who  hath 
lb  divinely  p:iinted  thar,  as  well  as 
the  other  feafons  of  the  year.  The 
verfification  is  remarkably  limilar, 
and  the  author  hath  evidently  form- 
ed himfelf  upon  that  poet.  Many 
of  the  defcriptions  and  fubjects  have 
a  flrong  refemblance  ;  but,  at  the 
fame  time,  there  are  various  objet^s 
beautifully  enlarged  upon,  which 
are  not  treated  of  by  Thomfon.  On 
the  whole,  there  is  confiderable  me- 
rit in  this  poem,  though  fomctlmes 
it  is  rather  feeble,  and  fometimes 
too  dlfFufive. 

The  Odes  under  the  title  of 
"  Rimes,"  are  the  productions  of 
ingenuity  and  learning,  and  the  au- 
thor is  a  great  admirer  of  Gray  and 
Ofllan.  But  his  pieces  are  fome- 
what  deformed  by  aftei^ation,  and 
by  the  particular  ideas  which  he 
hath  entertained  concerning  the  na- 
ture of  poetical  harmony  and  va- 
riety. 

"  Runic  Odes"  are  another  not 
very  happy  imitation  ot  Mr.  Gray. 
Eminent  geniules  fometimes  lead 
their  injudicious  followers  into  at- 
tempts which  do  not  highly  contri- 
bute to  reputation  and  glory. 

Mr.  Mickle's  "  AlmadaHiir'ls  a 
plealing  poem,  and  not  unworthy  ot 
the  tranflator  of  the  Lufi.id.  Almada 
Hill  is  near  Lilhon,  and  commands 
a  noble  profpedf .  This  profpec't  the 
author  not  only  defcribes  in  a  beau- 
tiful and  animated  manner,  but  en- 
ters into  other  excellent  defcriptions 
and  reflections  which  the  fcenc  be- 
fore him,  ai'id  the  hiilory  of  the 
(Country  fuggelled. 


The  Honourable  Mr.  Fielding, 
younger  fon  to  the  Earl  of  Denbigh, 
hath  paid  a  poetical  tribute  to  his 
elder  brother,  Lord  Vifcount  Field- 
ing. The  eclogue  entitled  "  The 
Brothers"  difplays  his  fraternal  af- 
fedion,  and  exhibits  the  marks  of 
an  elegant  mind. 

The  "  Triumph  of  DuUnefs," 
a  fatyrical  poem,  relates  to  a  grace 
which  paffed  not  long  fmce  in  the 
Univerlity  of  Cambridge.  Being, 
therefore,  of  a  local  nature,  it  is 
probable  that,  notwithOanding  its 
merit,  it  will  not  arreft  the  atten- 
tion of  the  generality  of  readers. 

The  "  Bevy  of  Beauties"  con- 
tains elegant  compliments  to  the  la- 
dies of  rank,  who  are  at  prefent, 
celebrated  for  their  perfonal  charms. 

Mr.  Wife's  "  Syitem  of  Nature 
and  Providence*'  we  have  not  feen, 
nor  Mr.  Capel  Loft's  "  Eudofia." 
It  is  poffible  that  other  poems  which 
deferve  to  be  mentioned,  may  have 
efcaped  our  notice.  The  authors, 
we  hope,  will  torgive  us  this  wrong ; 
and  if  we  have  been  guilty  of  any 
great  error,  we  will  endeavour  to 
reftify  it  hereafter. 

Befides  lingle  poetical  perform- 
ances, Ibme  colledions  have  appear- 
ed, this  year,  which  mulf  not  be 
palled  over  in  lilence.  Mr.  Pen- 
rofe's  Poems  are  the  productions  of 
a  man  who  was  animated  with  no 
fmall  portion  of  genius.  They  are 
not  all  of  them  equally  valuable,  but 
fome  of  them  are  peculiarly  pleafing 
and  flriking.  We  fincerely  regret 
that  the  ingenious  author  was  cut 
off,  jull  at  the  time  when,  after  fu- 
ftaining  many  difficulties,  he  had 
been  raifed  to  a  comfortable  llatc  of 
independence. 

Mr.  Logan's  Poems,  if  not  great, 
are  elegant,  and  fome  of  them  are 
beautiful.    The  writer,    who  is   a 
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clerj^yman  of  the  Church  of  Scot- 
land, and  reiides  near  Edinburgh, 
poffellcs  an  amiable  fenlibility,  and 
a  polifhed  talle.  If  his  Hymns  are 
not  poetical,  he  may  plead  in  their 
excufe,  that  other  and  fuperior  au- 
thors have  failed  in  the  fame  refpe^^. 
This,  indeed,  fhould  have  been  a 
rcafon  for  his  not  inferting  them  in 
his  work. 

The  fourth  volume  of  "  Poetical 
Amufements  at  a  Villa  near  Bath," 
forms  a  very  agreeable  coUecTion. 
Several  of  them  have  much  excel- 
lence, and  we  have  obferved,  with 
pleafure,  the  names  of  Hay  ley, 
Seward,  Anfty,  Whalley,  Pratt, 
and  others.  Some  names,  which 
were  unknown  to  us,  promifc  future 
celebrity.  This  volume  is  not  in- 
ferior to  the  preceding  ones,  and, 
perhaps,  may  be  conlidered  as  ex- 
celling them.  The  juftly  lamented 
death  of  Lady  Miller  has,  we  ap- 
prehend, put  a  ftop  to  any  future 
publications  of  the  fume  kind. 

With  regard  to  Dramatic  per- 
formances, which  are  the  objcfcs  of 
univerfal  criticifm,  we  fhall  only 
give  a  liil  of  them,  as  we  did  the 
laft  year,  and  for  the  fame  rcafon. 

Though  1780  did  not  produce  a 
fingle  tragedy,  1781  hath  in  this  re- 
fpett  been  fufficiently  fruitful.  It 
hath  given  birth  to  four,  two  in  the 
beginning,  and  two  in  the  clofe  of 
the  year.  Thefe  v/ere  "  The  Siege 
of  Sinope,"  by  Mrs.  Brooks,-  "  The 
Royal  Suppliiints,"  by  Dr.  Delap  ; 
"  The  Count  of  Narbonne,"  by 
Mr.  Jephfon;  and  "  The  Fair  Cir- 
caifian,"  by  Mr  Pratt.  All  thefe 
tragedies  were  fuccefsful  ;  but  the 
two  laft  had  a  greater  run  than  the 
others.  Dr.  Delap  and  Mr,  Pratt 
are  new  adventurers  in  the  line  of 
dramatic  compofition. 

Comedy  began  with  bad  aufpices. 


Notwith {landing  Mrs.  Cowley's  be- 
ing a  great  favourite  of  the  town, 
her  '*  World  as  it  goes"  did  not  fuc- 
ceed  ;  and  though  atter  having  made 
conliderable  alterations  in  it,  flie 
brought  it  again  on  the  ibige,  under 
the  title  ot  "  Second  Thoughts  are 
bed,"  it  was  ftill  rcjefted.  The 
other  comedies  of  the  year,  that 
were  more  fortunate,  were,  *'  Diili- 
pation,"  by  Mr.  Andrews  ;  "  The 
Man  of  the  World,"  by  Mr.  Mack- 
lin  ;  and  "  Duplicity,"  by  Mr. 
Holcroft.  Mr,  Mackiin's  Man  of 
the  World  had  formerly  been  afted 
at  Dublin,  at  which  time  it  was 
called  "  The  true-born  Scotchman." 
"  Baron  Kynvervanhatfderfpra- 
kingatchdern,"  a  mufical  comedy 
by  Mr.  Andrews,  and  founded  on 
Lady  Craven's  Tale  under  that 
name,  was  condemned.  Two  other 
comic  operas  were  produced  in  the 
year  ;  "  Jupiter  and  Alcmena'* 
taken  from  Dryden's  Amphytrion  ; 
and  "  The  Carnival  of  Venice," 
by  Mr.  Tickell. 

The  fmaller  dramatic  perform- 
ances of  1 78 1,  were  "  Thelyph- 
thora",  an  after-piece,  by  Mr.  Pil- 
lon  ;  "  Dead  alive,"  a  farce,  bv 
Mr.  O'Keefe  ;  "  The  Agreeable 
Surprize,"  by  the  fame  gentleman  ; 
"  The  Silver  Tankard,"  a  mulical 
after-piece,  by  Lady  Craven ;  "  The 
M.u-riage  At-t,"  taken  from  the  co- 
mic opera  of  the  Illanders ;  "  The 
gentle  Shepherd,"  from  Allan  Ram- 
fay's  famous  pailoral  comedy ;  and 
"  The  Divorce."  Wc  fcarcely 
know  whether  it  be  confiilent  with 
our  defign  to  mention  "  Medea  and 
Jaibn,"  a  burlefque  ballet,  and  two 
})antom;me entertainments.  "Robin- 
Ion  Crufoe,"  and  the  "  Choice  ot 
Harlequin." 

Mr.  Sheridan  hath  publiflied, 
this  year,    his  ^'  Trip   to  Scarbo- 
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rough,"  and  his  *'  Critic."  The 
former  is  only  an  alterations  of 
Vanbruuh's  "  Relapfe,  or  Vlitue  in 
Danger.'"' 

We  clofe  our  account  of  the  Do- 
mellic  Literature  of  the  year  1781, 
with  its  niifceHaneous  publications, 
fevcial  of  which  are  peculiarly  va- 
luable. Mr.  Daines  Barrington's 
MifccUanies  are  a  very  acceptable 
prefent  to  the  public,  as  might  rea- 
fonably  be  expedled  from  a  writer 
whofe  abilities  and  works  are  fo  well 
known.  Many  of  the  pieces,  in  the 
volume  before  as,  have  already  been 
printed  in  one  form  or  another  ; 
but  we  rejoice  to  fee  them  collected 
together,  with  the  addition  of  ori- 
ginal contributions.  They  are  in- 
flruftive  and  entertaining,  and  ex- 
hibit Mr.  Barrington  in  the  various 
lights  of  a  phiioiopher,  a  naturalift, 
an  antiquary,  and  a  critic.  Whilft 
we  pay  him  the  juft  tribute  of  ap- 
plaufe,  we  do  hot  mean  to  exprefs 
our  concurrence  with  him  in  every 
fentiment  which  he  hath  advanced. 
We  are  forry  that  his  curious  obfer- 
vations  on  Singing  Birds  did  not 
n^ake  a  \r\n  of  the  collection. 

'I'hoiigh  Dr.  Falconer's  work,  on 
the  *'  Influence  of  Climate,  Situa- 
tion, Nature  of  Country,  Popula- 
tion, Natyre  of  Food,  and  Way  of 
Life,  on  the  Difpolition  and  Tem- 
per, Manners  and  Behaviour,  Li- 
tellet'^s.  Laws  and  Cuftom?,  Form 
of  Governmeni:,  and  Religion,  of 
Mankind,"  is  a  quarto,  he  only 
calls  it  "  Remarks,"  and  doth  not 
g-ive  it  the  name  of  a  treatife  or 
effay.  ^'i  this  his  modefty  is  com- 
mendable, as  the  fubie6l  is  of  fuch  a 
kind  that  it  alfords  much  room  lor 
the  exertion  of  fancy,  and  for  the 
iiitrodudion  cf  precarious  and  dif- 
putable     matter.      Many     curious 


fiifts  and  obfervations  are  colleilcd 
in  the  prefent  volume,  and  the  doc- 
tor, which  we  much  approve  of, 
hath  every  where  referred  to  his 
authorities.  The  work  may  be  read 
with  great  advantage,  as  prefenting 
many  topics  of  fpeculation  and  re- 
flexion. Though  we  do  not  reject 
the  influence  of  natural  caufes  upon 
the  manners  of  men,  and  efpecially 
the  influence  of  climates  in  the  re- 
motefl;  extremity  from  each  other, 
with  refpeft  to  heat  and  cold,  and 
the  eafmefs  or  difficulty  of  procu-ing 
the  necelfaries  of  life,  neverthelefs, 
we  fiill  think  that  moral  caufes  are 
chiefly  produ&ivein  conftituting  the 
grand  differences  of  nations. 

Mr.  Knox's  "  Liberal  Ediica- 
tion"  is,  in  every  view  of  it,  an  ad- 
mirable performance.  It  is  equally 
diflinguiflied  tor  the  juftnefs  of  its 
fentiments,  and  the  perfpicuity  and 
elegance  of  its  compofiiion.  The 
author  hath  excellently  vindicated  a 
cla.flic  education,  and  hath  detci"- 
mined  moll  of  the  other  cpeftions 
which  come  before  him,  with  fo 
much  intelligence  and  precifion,  that 
one  would  think  they  would  never 
again  be  difputed.  To  fiy  that  it 
is  oneof  thebefl  treatifes  on  the  fub- 
jeft  which  hath  appeared,  is  bare- 
ly bcftowing  upon  it  its  iuft  degree 
of  praife.  For  the  truth  of  his  de- 
cifions,  for  the  exquifite  good  fenfe 
of  his  obfervations,  and  for  the  clofe 
and  correft,  yet  fufliciently  orna- 
mented manner  of  his  writing,  Mr. 
Knox  deferves  to  be  called  the 
Quintilian  of  the  age. 

To  Lord  Kaims's  "  Loofe  Hints 
upon  Education,"  we  cannot  affigri 
an  equal  proportion  of  applaufe.  It 
is  not  fuch  a  treatife  on  the  fob-' 
iett  as  might  have  been  expefted 
from  the  author  of  the  Elements  of 
Criticlfm,  and  the  Sketches  of  the 
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Hiftory  of  Man.  It  is  written  in  a 
delultory  manner,  and  there  are 
many  things  in  it  which  will  be 
thought  too  trifling  for  I'uch  a  writer. 
However,  it  is  not  deftitute  of  merit 
with  regard  to  the  objeft  which  it 
chiefly  propofes,  the  culture  of  the 
heart.  Lord  Kaims's  z,eal  to  inftil 
the  principles  of  liberty  and  virtue 
into  the  minds  of  youth,  is  highly 
commendable  ;  and  he  hath  very  ra- 
tionally oppofed  fome  of  Roulfeau's 
peculiar  opinions.  We  blame  him 
for  adding  the  Excerpra  trom  a 
young  man's  common-place  book, 
lince  they  are  evidently  too  infigni- 
ficant  and  injudicious  for  publica- 
tion. When  will  authors  learn  to 
know  when  they  have  printed 
enough  ? 

The  Countefs  de  Genlis,  whofe 
"  Theatre  of  Education"  hath  been 
tranflated  from  the  French,  hath 
the  fame  end  in  view  which  is  pro- 
pofed  by  Lord  Kaims,  the  regulat- 
ing the  hearts  of  youth.  To  attain 
this  end,  flie  hath  thrown  her  in- 
ftruftions  into  the  dramatic  form, 
and  hath  compofed  a  number  of 
moral  comedies,  the  aim  ot  each  ot 
which  is  to  inculcate  fome  particu- 
lar virtue.  In  the  execution  of  the 
delign,  flae  hath  difplayed  great 
ability  and  judgment,  and  there  can 
be  no  doubt  but  that  her  book  will 
be  admitted  into  the  places  of  female 
tuition. 

Mr.  Sherlock's  "  New  Letters," 
are  the  produflion  ot  an  ingenious 
and  fprightly  writer,  who  hath  en- 
tertained the  public  in  the  fame  way 
before.  The  Author  hath  evidently 
difplaved  in  them  a  coniiderable 
acquaintance  with  polite  literature, 
an  acute  knowledge  of  modern  lan- 
guages, u  refined  tafle,  and  an  ami- 
able and  liberal  mind.  The  chief 
danger  is   left  his   vivacity   iliould 
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fometimes  run  away  with  his  judg- 
ment, and  carry  him  to  the  borders 
of  the  region  of  afteibuion. 

The  "  Thoughts  on  Hunting," 
arc  upon  an  uncommon  fubjcft,  and 
are  written  in  an  uncommon  man- 
ner. Though  it  is  a  fubjed  we  are 
little  acquainted  with,  we  can  eafily 
difcern  the  ability,  the  fpirir,  the 
enthufiafm,  with  which  it  is  treated 
by  the  author.  We  fliould  have 
rejoiced  if  we  could  have  paid  the 
fame  compliment  to  his  heart,  that 
wz  can  to  his  head  :  but  fome  of  his 
rules  for  the  management  and  ufagc 
of  the  hounds,  which  are  the  chief 
inftruments  of  the  hunter's  plea- 
fure,  are  fliocking  to  the  feelings  of 
humanity. 

Tyers's  "Hiftorical  Rhapfody  on 
Mr.  Pope"  ought,  perhaps,  to  have 
been  introduced  u  ider  the  article  of 
Biography.  But  in  whatever  de- 
partment it  is  placed,  we  pronounce 
ir,  though  written  in  a  defultory 
manner,  to  be  a  lively  and  agree- 
able compofition.  The  author  hath 
fomewhat  of  the  fpirit  and  manner  of 
Montaigne,  v»'hich  will  ever  be 
pleating.  The  fecond  edition  of  the 
Rhapfody  is  far  fuperior  to  the 
firft. 

The  Abbe  Raynal's  «'  Revolu- 
tion of  America"  might,  likewile, 
have  been  ranked  under  the  head  of 
Hiftory  or  Politics.  When  we  call 
it  the  Abbe  Raynal's,  let  it  not  be 
imagined  that  we  believe  it  to  be 
really  the  work  of  that  celebrated 
writer.  It  is  a  happy  imitation  of 
his  vivacity,  eloquence,  and  way 
of  thinking  :  but,  after  all,  we  are 
fully  perfuadcd  that  it  is  only  an 
imitation  ;  and,  like  other  attempts 
of  the  fiime  kind,  it  doth  not  fully 
come  up  to  the  original. 

Baretti's  "  Guide  to  the  Royal 
Academy,"  being    the    produftion 
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of  a  man  of  acknowledged  abilities 
and  tafle,  and  who  is  perfectly  ac- 
quainted with  the  objefts  he  de- 
fcribes,  cannot  fail  of  completely 
anfwering  to  its  title. 

Not  entirely  to  forget  the  Novels 
of  the  year,  we  may  obferve,  that 
two  of  them  may  be  mentioned  as 
riling  fuperior  to  the  refl,  the 
*'  Hiftory  of  fvmiper  T^ck,"  and 
*'  Mount  Hcnneth."  The  Hillrory 
of  Joniper  Jack,  as  coming  from 
the  author  of  the  adventures  of  a 
Guinea,  railed  in  us  confiderable 
expectations,  but  they  were  not  en- 
tirely anfwered.  It  is  drawn  with 
fo  coarfe  a  hand,  that  the  perufal  of 


it  gave  us  very  little  fatisfacSioji. 
Mount  Henueth  is  a  truly  pkaiing 
romance  :  it  has  naturi^,  character, 
humour,  and  interefl:,  and  its  tend- 
ency is  amiable  and  excellent.  When 
it  arrives  to  another  edition,  we  ad- 
vife  the  publi  iiers  not  to  difgrace 
it  again  by  fuch  Ihameful  print  and 
paper. 

In  our  account  of  the  domeftic 
Literature  of  1780,  we  were  ujif- 
taken  in  rcprefenting  Baron  Dillon, 
the  author  of  the  "  Travels 
through  Spain,"  as  a  foreigner. 
He  is  an  Englifhman  by  bifth, 
and  hath,  we  are  informed,  claims 
of  honour  and  title  in  this  coun- 
try. 
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AMONG  the  foreign  literaiy 
produftions  which   have  ap- 
peared during  the  courfe  of  the  year 
1781,  one  of  the  tnoft  valuable  is, 
a  tranflation  into   the  French  lan- 
guage, from  the  German,  by  Mr. 
Huber,    of   the  Hijlory  of  the  Fine 
j^rts    a?nong    the    Ancients,     by     M. 
Winckelman.     It    was    printed   at 
Leipiic,  in  three  volumes,  quarto, 
and  is  adorned  with  copper  plares. 
The  original  work  was  publiihed  by 
the  deceafed  author  at  Drelden,  in 
an   imperfeil  flatf,    about  eighteen 
years  ago,  in  one  volume,  cjuarto  ; 
but  there  are  now  fo  many  improve- 
ments and  additions,  that  in  its  pre- 
fent  lorm  it  may  be  confidered  as  a 
new  work.     The  abbe  Winckelman 
was    poffefied  of  every    advantage 
which  could  qualify  him  for  a  work 
of  thid  nature  ;    he  had  ft  Klled  the 
ancient    languages,    and   underftood 
the  beauties    of  the  modern  ;     his 
principles  of  tafte  had  been  drawn 
from  the  fineft  Greek  writers ;   and 
he  lived  at  Rome,  in  an  independ- 
ent manner,  and  in  a  fituation  which 
opened  to  him  all  the  treafures  of 
antiquity  in  that  city.     His  work  is 
rot  a  biographical  hiftory  of  artifts, 
or  a  mere  chronological  narrative  of 
the    revolutions  wh;ch    the  arts   of 
painting,   fculpture,  &c.    have  un- 
dergone ;  but  a  kind  of  fyftematical 
treatife  of  the  arts  themfclves,  though 


treated  in  a  hiilorical  manner  ;  and 
in  which  the  learned  author  traces 
their  origin,  progrefs,  and  decline, 
in  different  ages,  and  among  differ- 
ent people  :  developing  the  princi- 
ples of  the  refpective  arts,  and^at  the 
fame  time  illulirating  and  confirm- 
ing his  obfervatioTiS  by  continual  re- 
ferences to  ancient  and  modern  writ- 
ers ;  and  to  the  various  ftatues, 
paintings,  medals,  and  other  valu- 
able monuments  cf  antiquity,  which 
have  come  down  to  us.  In  the  firft  vo- 
lume, the  author  treats  in  piirticular 
of  the  origin  and  progrefs  of  Art^ 
(including  under  this  general  title 
the  arts  of  painting,  fculpture,  mo- 
delling, &c.)  anionglT:  the  Egyptians 
and  Etrufcans.  In  the  fecond,  Greece 
furniflres  the  nobleft  materials,  or 
fubjefls  of  his  inquiries.  Thefe  are 
continued  through  a  part  of  the  third 
volume,  and  down  to  the  death  of 
Auguftus  Caefar ;  and  the  work  is 
terminate(V'  by  the  fubfequent  hiftory 
of  the  arts  among  the  Romans.  An 
account  of  the  life  and  writings  of 
the  author  is  prefixed  to  the  firft  vo- 
lume, chiefly  compiled  from  his  own 
private  letters  to  his  friends  and  cor- 
refpondents  in  Germany.  He  was 
murdered,  on  the  8th  of  June, 
1768,  at  Trieile,  by  a  villain  who 
had  introduced  himfeif  to  his  notice, 
and  who  was  induL-ed  to  commit  the 
hc\  by  the  hope  of  obtaining  fome 
^l,  2  gold 
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gold  medals  which  the  abbe  had 
llievvn  him.  Such  was  the  tragical 
end  of  this  learned  antiquary,  who 
had  been  employed,  on  the  very 
morning  ot  the  day  in  which  he  was 
murdered,  in  writing  direftions  for 
the  publication  of  a  French  edition 
of  the  prefent  work. 

Neiv  Memoits  of  the  Royal  Aca^etny 
fif  Sciences  and  Belles  Lettres  of  Berlin^ 
for  the  year  1779,  have  been  pub- 
lifhed  this  year  at  Berlin,  in  the 
French  language.     Among  the  mod 


MS.  difcovered  by  M.  Villoifon 
contains  various  readings,  equally 
numerous  and  important,  drawijt 
from  the  ancient  editions  of  Homer, 
which  were  given  by  the  cities  an4 
flates  of  Chios,  Cyprus,  Crete,  Mar- 
feilles,  Sinope,  and  Argos ;  edidons 
hitherto  only  known  by  name,  an4 
by  fome  citations  of  Eudathius.  It 
alfo  exhibits  a  great  quantity  of  va- 
rious readings,  drawn  from  the  two 
editions  of  the  famous  Ariftarchus, 
the  two  of  Antimachus,  of  Colo- 
phon, from  thofe  of  Zenodotus ; 
valuable  of  the  articles   which  this     and  Arillophanes  of  Byzantium,  who 


volume  contains,  is  a  letter,  written 
by  M.  De  Anfie  de  Villoifon,  from 
Venice,  and  addrclied  to  M.  Formey, 
iccretary   to    the    Academy  \     from 
ivhich  we  learn,  that  M.  Villoifon, 
who  is  ardently  attached  to  the  ftudy 
of  Greek  literature,  was  induced  to  go 
to  Venice,  in  order  to  examine  the 
excellent  Greek  manufcripts  which 
lie  almoft  unheeded  in  the  library  of 
St.  Mark  in    that  city  ;   and  he  has 
found  the  trouble  ot  his  journey  am- 
ply rewarded  by   the  hidden  trea- 
fures  of  Grecian  literature  which  he 
has    difcovered    there.     The    moft 
curious    and    Important    manufcript 
which  he  met  with  in  this  collec- 
tion, is  an  ///W of  the  tenth  century, 
written  on  vellum,  in  a  large  folio 
lize,  and   enriched   with  the   notes 


was  librarian  of  Alexandria  under 
Ptolemy  Philadelphus  ;  from  thofe 
of  Calliftrates,  the  difciple  of  -Arillo- 
phanes ;  Rhianus,  a  poet  who  tlou- 
rifhed  under  Ptolemy  Euergetes  ; 
the  Egyptian  Sofigene?,  a  Peripa- 
tetic philofopher,  and  Philemon  of 
Crete.  It  appears,  that  this  Homer 
may  be  properly  called  the  Homerus 
Variorum  of  all  antiquity,  and  more 
efpecially  the  Homer  of  the  famous 
fchool  of  Alexandria.  M.  Villoifon 
enumerates  all  the  ancient  critics 
whofe  feleft  notes  are  colledfed  in 
this  manufcript  ;  of  whom  the  moft 
modern  lived  in  the  times  of  the  firil 
Roman  emperors.  He  alfo  men- 
tions the  principal  authors  from 
whofe  works  this  coUeflor  has  quot- 
ed  and  explained  a  variety  of  paf- 


■a.Vi'k  fcholia^  hitherto  unpubliUied,  of    fages,  that  throw  new  light  on  feve 


iixty  of  the  moft  eminent  ancient 
critics.  Thefe  fchoUa,  which  M. 
Villoifon  coniiders  as  ineftimable, 
are  written  on  the  margins  in  fmall 
chara£lers,  with  fuch  fine  ftrokes  of 
the  pen,  as  render  them  but  barely 
legible.  They  are  entirely  different 
from  the  Euftathius  of  Leyden,  from 
that  of  Leipfic,  from  the  Scholia 
Horneiana,  from  thofe  at  the  end  of 
the  Cambridge  edition,  and  alfo 
in  m  ihofe  that  tlie  learned  M. 
Wi.llembcrg,  cf  Franeker,  has  col- 
lefttd  on  the  two  firft  books  of  the 
Iliad.     Befides   thefe  fcholia, 


ral  parts  of  the  iliad.  Another 
particularity  of  this  manufcript,  and 
which  greatly  increafes  its  value,  is, 
that  it  contains,  at  the  margin  of 
each  line,  the  critical  marks  {art^t.uu.') 
which  the  ancients  employed  to 
denote  the  verfes  that  were  falfely 
attributed  to  Homer,  thofe  that 
were  doubtful,  thofe  that  were  ob- 
fcure,  thofe  that  were  corrupted, 
and  ihofe  that  were  remarkable;  as 
alfo  the  falfe  corredions  of  Ariftar- 
chus and  Zenodotus,  the  falfe  read- 
ings of  Crates,  the  tranfpofitions, 
amphibologies,  mythological  or 
hiftorical 
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Killorical  antiquities,  the  moral  fen- 
tences,  the  expreflions  peculiar  to 
Homer,  the  expreflions  which  are 
Attic,  thofe  which  have  various  fig- 
nifications,  the  paflages  erroneouily 
employed,  by  certain  critics,  to 
prove  that  the  Iliad  and  Gdyfley 
were  not  compofed  by  the  fame  per- 
fon,  &c.  Our  author  has  alfo  dif- 
covered,  in  the  fame  library,  a  fmall 
Greek  treatife,  which  has  furnilhed 
him  with  an  explication  of  thefe 
critical  marks,  and  a  key  to  the  dif- 
ferent cyphers.  Thia  he  intinds  to 
prefix  to  the  new  edition  of  the 
Iliad,  which  he  propofes  to  publifh 
from  this  valuable  manufcnpt,  toge- 
ther with  the  great  number  of  vari- 
ous readings  and  notes,  which  have 
been  already  mentioned. 

M.  Villoifon  has  a]fo  copied,  in 
the  libraity  of  St.  Mark,  a  new 
Greek  verlion  of  the  Pentateuch,  of 
the  three  books  of  Solomon,  of 
Ruth,  of  the  Lamentations  of  Jere- 
miah, and  of  the  book  of  Daniel. 
This  valuable  verlion,  which  has 
X\ever  been  publiflied,  is  entirely 
different  from  that  of  the  LXX. 
and  from  all  thofe  from  which  Mont- 
faucon  and  Bahrd  have  given  us  trag- 
wients  in  their  edition  of  the  Hexa- 
pla.  It  is  alfo  more  accurate  and 
more  literal.  As  it  is  tranflated, 
vord  for  word,  from  the  Hebrew 
text,  it  fupplies  the  place  of  the 
ancient  IMS.  from  which  it  was  com- 
pofed. M.  Villoifon  mentions  feve- 
ral  reafons  which  convince  him  that 
this  verfion  was  made  by  a  Jew,  and 
that  it  formed  the  feventh  or  eighth 
volume  of  the  Hexaplaof  Origen. 

Our  learned  author  has  alfo  pub- 
liflied, this  year,  at  Venice,  in  two 
volumes,  quarto,  Jncc^ofa  Graca, 
e  Regia  Parijicnjt,  et  e  Veneta  S. 
Mara',  Bibilothecis  deprompta.  The 
firft  volume  of  this  coUetStion  of 
*  Greek  mifcellanies  contains  the  ''\wnot, 
of   the    emprefs   Eudocia,   wife   to 


Romanus  III,  who  was  emperor  of 
Conftantinople  in  the  eleventh  cen- 
tury. This  is  an  Hiftorico-Mytho- 
logical  Ditlionary,  compiled  from 
Diogenes  Laertius,  Philoilratus,  and 
various  fcholia,  and  now  firft  publiih- 
ed  from  a  manufcript  in  the  king  of 
France's  library.  This  part  of  his 
publication  M.  Villoifon  has  dedi- 
cated to  count  MaurepMS,  whom  he 
compliments  in  very  high  terms,  as 
the  patron  of  all  the  great  literary 
undertakings  in  France  in  the  courfc 
of  the  laft  reign.  The  fecond  vo- 
lume is  mifcellaneous.  It  begins 
with  fome  account  of  the  'Po.S'wira, 
or  Anthology  of  Macarius  Chryfo- 
cephalus,  a  writer  fuppofed  to  have 
lived  in  the  fourteenth  century. 
This  is  a  manufcript  which  was  un- 
known to  Fabricius,  and  whic':  M. 
Villoifon  fuppofes  is  only  to  be 
found  in  St.  Mark's  library,  where 
it  was  depofited  by  cardinal  BefTarian, 
to  whoin  Greek  literature  is  fo  much 
indebted.  It  contains  fentences  and 
fragments  of  Synelius,  D.  Chryfof- 
tom,  Plutarch,  Ariflides,  Herodian, 
the  orator  ^fchines,  Lucian,  De- 
mofthenes,  Libanius,  and  Chori- 
cius.  Among  the  other  pieces  con- 
tained in  this  volume,  the  moft  va- 
luable are,  the  third  book  of  lam- 
blichus  concerning  the  doctrine  of 
Pythagoras,  and  two  dilTertations  of 
Plotinus. 

Mr.  Jolias  Lorck,  minifcer  of  a 
German  church  at  Copenhagen,  has 
publidied,  in  that  city,  in  the  Ger- 
man language,  the  firit  volume, 
oftavo,  of  the  Hlftory  of  Bibles  illu- 
Jlrated,  containing  a  number  of  va- 
luable obfervations  relative  to  the 
hiltory  of  the  Bible,  and  its  various 
editions  and  tranflationa.  This  gen- 
tleinan  has  been  the  better  enabled 
to  execute  the  talk  that  he  has  un- 
dertaken, by  being  in  pofleflion  of 
one  of  the  gm^a^  coUeilions  of 
^  3  Bibles 
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Bibles  that  is  to  be  met  with,  amount- 
ing to  4182  publications,  and  4676 
volumes,  in  forty -nine  difierent  lan- 
guages, which  he  has  collected  in 
the  courfe  of  twenty  years.  We 
learn  from  this  author,  that  the  king 
of  Denmark  has  given  2000  dollars 
to  defray  the  expence  of  printing  a 
verlion  of  theNewTeflamentintothe 
Creolian  language,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
poor  ilaves  in  the  Weft  India  rflands. 

The  Abbe  Jerufalem  has  publifli- 
td  at  Berlin,  in  i2mo,  in  1781,  in 
French,  a  letter  concerning  German 
literature, addrefled  to  her  royal  high- 
nefs  the  Dutchefs  Dowager  of  Brunf- 
vyick  Wolfenbutrel.  The  defign  of 
the  author  in  this  performance,  is, 
to  point  out  the  obftacles  which  have 
retarded  the  progrefs  of  the  l>e//es 
letircs  and  fciences  in  Germany,  and 
at  the  fame  time  to  fliew  the  fuccefs- 
ful  attempts  which  have  been  made, 
notwithftanding  thefe  obftacles,  by 
the  native  energy  of  genius  in  that 
country.  Among  the  obftacles  to 
literature,  he  mentions  thole  wars 
which  began  at  the  period  when  the 
exiled  Mufes  took  refuge  in  theWeft, 
and  which  continued  fo  long  to  ra- 
vage Germany ;  the  circumftances 
of  the  German  empire,  which  exhi- 
bits no  common  prote61or  to  learn- 
ing, nor  any  fixed  refidence ;  the 
contempt  which  the  grandees  have 
almoft  always  fliewn  for  literature, 
as  below  their  dignity,  and  only  fit 
for  the  lower  ranks  in  fociety  ;  the 
little  encouragement  given  to  learn- 
ed men,  who  were  icattered  here 
and  there,  feeking  a  fcanty  fubfift- 
ence  in  various  ways ;  and,  when 
they  had  not  the  badge  of  nobility, 
being  excluded  from  courts,  kept  at 
adiftHnce  from  the  commerce  of  the 
polite  v.'Orld,  and  obliged  to  jive  in 
a  dlfcouraging  obfcurity.  He  ob- 
fervei,  that  Germany  was  indebte  ' 
for  the  firi^  dawn,  of  sood  tafte  to  the 


French,    and    more  efpecially  to  a 
colony   or  that  nation,  which  fled 
from  perfecution,  and  found  an  afy- 
lum  in  the  territories  of  the  eleftor 
of   Brandenburgh.      He    reprefents 
this  colony  as    having  poliihed  the 
rough  Germans  by  the  elegance  of 
their  manners,  the  beauty  and  har- 
mony of  their    language,    and  the 
mafterly  produftions  of  their  poets, 
orators,  and  hiftorians,  which  were 
fuperior  to  any  thing  which  Ger- 
many  had  as  yet  exhibited  in  this 
line  of  literature.     But  thefe  advan- 
tages were  not  exempt  trom  inconve- 
niences.    The   more   learned   Ger- 
mans ftudied  and  admired  the  French 
language,   but  began  to  be   almoft 
afliamed  of  their  own  ;  at  leaft  many 
defpaired  of  being  ever  able  to  ren- 
der it  harmonious  and  elegant.  This 
difcouragement    fupprefl'ed    emula- 
tion, and  thus   the    importation   of 
French  elntjuence  retarded  the  pro- 
grefs of  German  literature.    During 
the  prefent  century  fcience  and  po- 
lite literature  have,  however,  made 
a  rapid  and  conliderable  progrefs  in 
Germany  :  and  our  author  alledges, 
in  proof  of  this,  the  poems  of  Hal- 
ler,  the  Melliah  of  Klopftock,  the 
Idylls  and   the   Death   of  Abel    of 
Gefner,  the  Romances  of  Wieland, 
the  Fables  and  Moral  Wiidngs  of 
Gellert,  the  elegant  and  witty  pro- 
dudions  of  Lefling,  Lichtwer,  £n- 
gil,  and  Cramer,   and  the  philofo- 
phical  writings   of  Sulzer,  the  Jew 
Mendelfon,  Engel,  and  Garve. 

M.  Durival  has  publiftied  at  Nan- 
cy, in  three  volumes,  quarto,  a  hifto- 
rical  and  geographical  account  of  Lor- 
rain  and  Ear.  The  firft  volume  con- 
tains the  hiftory  of  thefe  countries, 
which  is  brought  down  to  the  death  of 
Staniflaus,  and  the  entire  re-union 
of  Lorrain  and  Bar  to  the  crown  of 
France  ;  after  which  follows  a  ge- 
neral defcription  of  thefe  countries, 

their 
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their  natural  advantages,  climate, 
various  productions,  population,  the 
manners  ot  the  inhabitants,  their 
trade  and  inanutartiires,  and  an  ac- 
count (  f  their  laws,  and  of  the  ad- 
minillri.tion  ot  juilice.  The  fecund 
volume  contpins  a  pai  ficular  geogra- 
phical defcription  of  each  of  the 
bailiwicks  into  which  I>orr;iin  and 
Bar  are  divided.  The  inhabitants 
are  computed  by  the  author  to 
amount  to  804,275.  The  corn  pro- 
duced by  the  country  is  fufficient  to. 
fubfiftits  inhabitants,  and  very  good 
har veils  fupply  an  ei;portation  of 
about  400,000  lacks.  1  he  third  vo- 
l.ume  contains  a  general  table,  alpha- 
betical and  topographical,  of  all  the 
cities,  market-towns,  villages,  caf- 
tles,  colleges,  abbies,  &c.  The 
work  appears  to  be  compiled  with 
care;  and,  belides  the  particulars  that 
have  hem\  mentioned,  contains  fome 
account  of  the  moil:  eminent  perfons 
that  Lorrain  and  Bar  have  produced. 

The  Abbe  Seftini  has  publiilied 
at  Florence,  in  three  volumes, 
o61:avo,  in  Italian,  Letters  ivritten 
from  Sicily  and  Turkey  to  fweral 
Friends  in  Tvfcany.  Thefe  letters 
are  written  with  ingenuity,  candour, 
and  accuracy,  and  contain  an  agree- 
able and  inilruftive  account  of  the 
travels  of  the  author.  The  eleven 
jfirft  letters  contain  an  account  of  the 
abbe's  voyage  from  Florence  to  Ca- 
tana,  of  the  inhabitants  and  cuvio- 
fities  of  the  latter  city,  and  more 
efpecially  of  the  celebrated  collec- 
tion of  antiquities  and  natural  hillo- 
ry  belonging  to  the  prince  Bifcaris, 
who  has  chofen  our  author  for  his 
library-keeper  and  antiquary.  The 
twelfth  and  thirteenth  letters,  which 
conclude  the  firil:  volume,  treat  of 
the  amber  and  grain  in  Sicily.  The 
iecond  volume  contains  eleven  letters, 
in  which,  among  other  things,  the 


abbe  treats  of  the  cultivation  of 
the  piftachio-nut,  of  the  molf  re- 
markable plauts  that  grow  in  the 
environs  ot  Taormina,  Cameiino, 
and  Ccntorbi,  ot  the  £ffli-trecs  and 
the  manna  they  yield,  and  alio  of 
the  olive-trees,  and  the  manner  of 
making  oil.  The  principal  contents 
oi  the  third  volume  are  a  relation  of 
two  voyages  to  mount  iEtna,  with 
fundry  obfervations  on  that  famous 
volcano  ;  an  account  of  Kali  of  Si- 
cily, of  its  almond-trees,  mulberry- 
trees,  laffron,  lilk-worms,  and  other 
natural  prcdudions  of  that  illand^ 
and  of  the  antiquities  of  Syracufe. 
As  the  learned  abbe  is  travcUino- 
upon  an  exteniive  plan,  and  intends, 
alter  having  palTed  through  Wala- 
chia  and  Ciim  Taitary,  to  viiit  fe- 
veral  provinces  of  Alia  and  Africa, 
the  public  may  hope  hereafter  to  be 
entertained  with  a  continuatian  of 
thefe  letters. 

Mr.  Gezelius  has  publiflied,  at 
Stockholm,  the  fecond  volume  of 
his  Biographical  DiBionary  of  cde- 
brated  and  learned  S'nxKdes.  The  fivft 
volume  of  this  work  was  noticed  by 
us  in  our  account  of  the  foreign  li- 
terature of  the  laft  year.  Among 
the  lives  given  in  this  voluiue,  are 
thofe  of  Klingenflierna,  who,  for 
his  merits  in  mathematical  know- 
ledge, was  raifed  from  a  profeflbr- 
lliip  to  the  polt  of  fecrctary  of  fiate ; 
of  John  Chr.  Koenigfmark,  the  ge- 
neral who,  under  Gullavus  AdoL- 
phus,  became  fo  formidable  to  the 
Imperialifts  in  Germany  ;  of  Otto 
William  Koenigfmark,  another  ge^ 
neral,  not  lefs  formidable  to  the 
Turks;  of  Lantinghaufen,  the  late 
commander  of  the  Svvcdifh  army 
againft  the  Pruflians  in  Poinerania, 
^  who,  in  order  to  fave  his  army 
from  ftarving,  mortgaged  his  own 
fortune  three  fuccelFive  times,  caufed 

his 
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his  own  phte  to  be  coined  and  paid 
away,  and  borrowed  on  his  own 
credit  one  hundred  and  eighty  thou- 
fand  rix  dollars  ;  of  count  Piper, 
confidential  miniller  to  Charles  the 
Twelfth  ;  and  of  Olaus  Rudbeck, 
the  difcoverer  of  the  lymphatic  vef- 
fels,  who,  in  his  eloquent  and  po- 
pular anatomical  leftures,  had  queen 
Chriftina  among  his  auditors,  and 
is  alio  famous  for  his  Atlanlica,  his 
Campi  Elif^^ei,  and  the  Cacfarean 
operation,  which  he  fuccefsfully 
performed  on  his  own  wife ;  and 
whofe  fon,  Olof  Rudbeck,  fucceed- 
ed  at  laft  with  Evick  Benzelius  in 
founding  the  academy  of  fciences 
at  Upial. 

At  Modena,  the  Abbe  Tirabof- 
chi,  librarian  to  the  duke  of  Mode- 
na, and  profeffor  of  the  univerfity 
in  that  city,  has  publidied  the 
eitvhth  volunic  in  quarto,  in  the  Ita- 
\mi  language,  of  his  HiJIorj  of 
Italia?!  itteraf tire.  This  volume  con- 
tains the  literary  hiftory  of  the  fe- 
venteenth  century.  The  whole 
work  is  a  general  literary  hiftory  of 
Italy,  from  the  time  of  the  Romans 
to  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  cen- 
tury. It  is  a  valuable  and  laborious 
work,  and  abounds  with  entertain- 
ment and  inftrudioa. 

M.  Paufton  has  publidied,  at 
Paris,  in  quarto,  Mrfiologie,  ou 
Traite  des  Mefures,  Poids,  et  Mon- 
noies,  des  axicns  Peuples  et  da  mo- 
dernes;  a  treatife  of  the  meafures, 
weights,  and  coin?,  of  ancient  and 
modern  nations.  This  is  a  very 
learned  and  valuable  work,  and  ap- 
pears to  be  more  complete  and  accu- 
rate than  any  other  of  its  kind. 

M.  Sigaud  de  la  Fond,  profelTor 

of   experimental    philofophy,     has 

publi(hed   at  Paris,  in  o6tavo,  Pre- 

ch  Hiflorique  ct  E;>.feri7nental  da  Phc 

\ 


nomenes  Ele^riques  depuisVOrig'ine  de 
cctte  Decouverte  jufqu*  a  cejour:  a 
hiftorical  and  experimental  fummary 
or  view  of  electrical  phenomena, 
from  the  origin  of  that  dlfcovery 
to  the  prefent  time.  This  is  an 
elegant  and  judicious  hiftory  of  the 
progrcfs  of  eleftricity  ;  in  which 
the  author  has  given  an  account  of 
all  that  has  been  attempted  or  done, 
and  alfo  a  variety  of  hints,  relative 
to  what  may  be  done  farther  to- 
wards the  improvement  of  this 
branch  of  natural  philofophy.  The 
fa£ts  are  neatly  and  perfpicuoufly 
related,  and  the  fubjedf  is  treated 
in  a  very  able  and  accurate  manner. 

At  Paris  have  been  publlflied,  in 
oftavo,  Theoretical  and  pra£lical 
Elemmts  of  Subterraneous  Geo?netry^ 
as  taught  by  M.  Koenig,  direftor 
of  the  mines  of  Lower  Bretagne, 
and  extracted  from  the  metallurgical 
voyages  of  M.  Jars,  member  of  the 
royal  academy  of  fciences.  The 
application  of  the  principles  of  ordi- 
nary geometry  to  the  working  of 
mines  is  what  the  author  of  this 
work  calls  fubterraneous  geometry  ; 
and  the  rules  and  direCfions  wecelfary 
to  this  application  are  clearly  and 
concifely  pointed  out  in  theie  ele- 
ments. 

The  chevalier  Buat  has  publifh- 
cd,  alfo  at  Paris,  in  o6tavo,  The 
Principles  of  Hydraulics  ;  or,  a  trea- 
tife concerning  the  motion  of  water 
in  rivers,  canals,  and  conduit  p^es; 
the  origin  of  rivers,  and  the  forma- 
tion of  their  beds  ;  the  effc(5ts  of 
fluices,  bridges,  and  refervoirs  ;  the 
coUilion  of  water  ;  and  concerning 
navigation,  both  in  rivers  and  in 
narrow  canals.  This  work  is  an  il- 
luftration  of  fuch  branches  and  parts 
of  the  fcience  of  hydraulics,  as  are 
of  general  utility,  and  is  an  excel- 
lent performance. 

Father 
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Father  Don  Ambrofe  Soldani  has  there   are  no   degrees  of   iniquity, 

publiflied  at   Florence,    in   quarto,  however    enormous,     which    fome 

in  Italian,  enriched  with  twenty-five  writers  have  not  had  the  effrontery 

plates,  Jn  Ory^ographlcal  Effay^  or  to  vamifli,  or  to  palliate. 


Olfervations  on  the  Naiitilitic  and 
Ammonhic  Earths  of  Tufcatiy^  ^og$' 
ther  ivith  a  philofophical  Table  off  mall 
tejlaceous  Animals,  and  other  marine 
FoJJils  found  in  that  Duchy.  One  of 
the  principal  objefts,  which  the  au- 
thor of  this  work  has  in  view,  is,  to 
make  known  the  natural  produdians 
which  exill  in  feveral  parts  of  Tuf- 
cany,  and  more  efpecially  the  ftores 
and  earths  which  contain  the  remains 
of  a  prodigious  number  of  marine 
bodies,  teltaceous,  cruftaceous,  and 
zoophytical.  From  the  obfervations 
which  he  has  made,  the  abbe  infers, 
that  this  whole  country  was  former- 
ly covered  by  the  fea. 

M.  Stephen  Falconet,  the  inge- 
nious artill  whom  the  emprefs  of 
Ruffia  has  employed  to  model  and 
.caft  the  equeftrian  ftatue  of  Peter 
the  Great,  has  publiihed  differta- 
tions  on  feveral  branches  of  the  fine 
arts,  in  fix  volumes,  oftavo.  Some 
of  the  pieces  have  been  publiflied 
by  him  feparately.  They  contain 
a  multitude  of  entertaining  and 
inftruftive  fafts,  anecdotes,  and 
obfervations  relative  to  the  fine  arts. 

The  Abbe  Don  Juan  Nuix,  who 
has  conliderable  merit  as  a  writer  in 
point  of  ftyle,  has  publiflied  at  Ve- 
nice, in  i^mo,  a  piece  which  will 
procure  him  no  applaufe  among  the 
friends  of  humanity.  It  is  an  at' 
tempt  to  vindicate,  or  to  extenuate, 
the  infamous  cruelties  of  the  Spa- 
niards in  America,  and  to  fliew  that 
all  the  fufferings  of  the  Americans 
were  abundantly  compenfated  by  the 
fignal  advantages  they  enjoyed  un- 
der the  dominion  of  the  Spaniards. 
Such  an  employment  of  parts  and 
learning  renders  the  author  a  jult 
pbjeft  of  the  fevereit:  cenfure.     l>ut 


M.  de  St.  Croix,  a  native  of  Ca- 
nada, has  publiflied  at  Philadelphia, 
in  oftavo,  in  French,  a  treatlfe  of 
the  confiitutions  of  colonies  among 
the  ancients,  and  of  their  relations 
to  their  refpedive  mother  coun- 
ries.  His  deiign  is  to  difpute 
the  rights  of  mother  countries 
over  their  colonies,  and  efpecially 
to  confute  the  Hiilory  of  Coloniza- 
tions, originally  publirtied  in  Eng- 
lifti,  and  fince  tranflated  into  French 
and  German.  This  work  has  con- 
fiderable  merit  ;  and  the  author 
concludes  with  a  chapter  on  the 
modern  colonics  of  the  Europeans, 
and  with  a  declamation  againll  the 
rapacity,  tyranny,  and  falfe  politics 
exercifed  againfl  the  colonies,  in  or- 
der to  keep  them,  by  jealouiies  and 
internal  diffenfions,  in  a  Itate  of 
flavery. 

A  popular  work  has  been  publifli- 
ed at  Paris,  in  two  volumes,  odavo, 
intitled,  Tableau  de  Paris,  and  which 
is  luppofed  to  have  been  written  by 
M.  Mercier.     Though    the  author 
be    a    Frenchman,      the    great    ob- 
jeft  of  the   work  is  to  ridicule  the 
French  nation,  and  more  particular- 
ly the  inhabitants  of  Paris.     It  has, 
however,  been  well  received  in  that 
capital,     the    inhabitants   of   whick 
love  to  laugh,  though  it  be  at  them- 
felves,    notwithftanding  the  folemu 
gravity  which  was  once  attributed  to 
them  by  our  old  friend  Sterne.  The 
frivoloufnefs    of  Parifinn    manners, 
the  efFeminacy  of  French  petlt-mui- 
tres,  and  many  prejudices  and  ab- 
furdities  of  that   nation,  are  indeed 
ridiculed   in  this  work  with  abun- 
dant wit,  and  in  a  fine  vein  of  irony 
and  falire. 

At 
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At  the  Hague  has  been  publifned, 
in  the  French  language,  in  o6tavd, 
a  Journal  of  Travels  through  the 
fouthern  countries  of  Europe,  writ- 
ten by  the  late  Mr.  John  George 
Sulzer,  who  was  an  excellent  philo- 
fopher,  and  a  moil:  amiable  and 
worthy  man.  Ke  enga^^^ed  in  thele 
travels  with  a  view  to  the  recovery 
of  his  health,  and  the  remarks  which 
he  made  in  the  courfe  of  them,  and 
which  arecontained  in  thisjourn.iljai'e 
relative  to  the  llate  of  arts,  fciences, 
agriculture,  commerce,  geography, 
andpolitics,  in  the  countries  througii 
which  he- pafled.  His  defcriptiun 
of  the  beautiful  and  romantic  views 
in  the  environs  of  Bafil  is  extremely 
pifturefque  and  pleafmg  ;  as  is  alio 
his  account  of  the  canton  of  Bern, 
of  Morat,  Laufanne,  the  country  of 
Vaud,  Vevay,  and  the  delightful 
rural  fccnes  which  tranfport  the 
traveller  between  Laufanne  and  Ge- 
neva ;  as  likewife  of  the  little  town 
of  Aubonne,  from  which  a  view- 
opens  of  the  whole  lake  of  Geneva, 
of  the  duchy  of  Ch,iblais,and  of 
an  innum.erable  ni  altitude  of  villages, 
caflles,  and  country  feats.  Upon 
the  whole,  this  is  a  very  agree- 
able and  inilructive  publication. 

At  Leipfic  have  been  publiflied, 
in  oftavo,  by  Dr.  Gorthied  Sciitze, 
the  firft  volume  of  a  collection  of 
Martin  Luther's  letters,  which  have 
never  before  been  printed.  Thefe 
letters  have  been  prefer ved  in  the 
public  library  of  the  city  of  Ham- 
b'.irgli  ;  and  the  publication  of  them 
will  contribute  to  throw  fome  light 
both  on  the  civil  and  ecclefiaftical 
Ivillory  of  the  period  in  which  they 
were  written.  Some  of  thefe  letters 
are  in  the  German  language,  but 
the  greateft  pait  of  them  are  in 
Latin. 

J\L  Parmenticr  has  publiuied,  at 


Paris,  in  oftavo,  Inquiries  concern- 
ing nutritive  Vegctahlts^  "whichy  in 
times  of  Scarcity^  may  fupply  the  Place 
of  ordinary  Food;  together  tijith  ne'W 
Ohfer-vations  on  the  Culture  of  Potatoes, 
This  is  a  performance  of  ccnfider- 
able  utility,  and  is  divided  into 
thirty-two  articles.  1\\  the  eleven 
firft,  the  ingenious  author  treats  of 
nourifliment  in  general,  of  its  com- 
polition,  of  nutritive  matter,  offea- 
Ibning,  of  light,  foiid,  and  coarfe 
food,  of  farinaceous  fubftances,  of 
the  glutinous  matter  of  wheat,  and 
laftly,  of  flour,  conlidered  as  that 
part  of  farinaceous  bodies  which  is 
effentially  nutritive.  The  ufe  of 
potatoes,  their  mixture  with  the 
meal  or  flour  of  different  grains, 
the  bread  which  may  be  made  of 
them  alone,  as  alfo  the  pulfe,  lea- 
ven, parte,  lea-bifcuit,  gruels,  falep, 
and  iago,  that  may  be  obtained 
from  thefe  vegetables,  are  the  fub- 
jefts  treated  of  in  the  fcven  follow- 
ing ones.  The  remaining  fourteen 
articles  contain  an  inftructive  ac- 
count of  the  farinaceous  feeds  and 
roots  from  whence  ftarch  may  be 
extrafted  ;  of  roots  in  general  ;  of 
nutritive  and  mucilaginous  roots  ; 
of  the  vegetable  fubftances  that  may 
fupply  the  place  of  plants  of  the 
kitchen-garden  ;  of  the  uncultivat- 
ed vegetables,  whofe  roots  contain 
fine  flour,  or  may  be  ufed  wholly 
or  in  part  for  food ;  of  nutritive 
powders  ;  of  the  advantages  of  ve- 
getable above  animal  food  ;  of  the 
precautions  that  ought  to  be  em- 
ployed in  times  of  fcarcity,  and  the 
means  that  may  be  ufed  to  pre- 
vent it. 

M.  Le  Gentil,  member  of  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Sciences,  has 
publiflied  at  Paris,  in  quarto,  the  fe- 
cond  volume  of  an  account  of  a  voy- 
age in  the  Indian  lea?,  made  by  or- 
der of  the  king  of  France,  on  oc- 
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cafion  of  the  paflage  of  Venus  over 
the  fun's  difk,  June  6,  1761,  and 
June  3,  1769.  The  iirft  voUime 
of  this  vakiable  work  was  pubulhed 
fome  time  fince.  This  fecond  vo- 
lume contains  feveral  new  and  in- 
terefting  details,  relative  to  the  Phi- 
lippine illands,  and  to  the  illes  of 
France,  Bourbon,  and  Madagafcar. 
The  long  refitience  of  the  learned 
author  at  Manilla,  and  his  connec- 
tions with  the  principal  inhabitants 
of  that  city,  have  furnifhed  him 
with  a  great  variety  of  information 
concerning  the  natural,  moral,  and 
political  hirtory  of  the  Philippines, 
which  the  Spaniards  have  taken  the 
vumort  pains  to  .  conceal  from  the 
knowledge  of  other  European  na- 
tions. From  the  account  given  by 
M.  Le  Gentll,  it  appears,  that  the 
mountainous  parts  of  thefe  iflands 
are  peopled  with  favages,  whofeem 
to  be  ancient  inhabitants  of  the 
country,  and  the  refemblance  of 
whofe  language  with  that  of  Mala- 
bar, renders  it  probable  that  they 
came  originally  irom  that  part  of 
India.  The  inhabitants  of  the  plain 
are  more  civilized  ;  they  have  been 
initiated  into  the  myfteries  of  Pope- 
ry, and  are  in  a  Hate  of  moil:  flavifli 
fubjedtion  to  the  Spanifh  priefts. 

The  lovers  of  oriental  literature 
will  be  pleafed  with  a  defcriptive 
catalogue  which  has  been  puKlllhed, 
at  Madrid,  by  Don  Michel  Cafirio, 
in  two  volumes,  folio,  of  all  the 
mcnufcript  works  compofed  in  Ara- 
bic, by  Arabico-Spanilh  authors, 
which  are  contained  in  the  monaftery 
of  the  Efcurial.  The  learned  com- 
piler ot  thii.  catalogue  is  a  Syrian 
Maronite  prieft,  an  interpreter  of 
oriental  languages,  and  librarian  to 
the  prefent  king  of  Spain.  We  are 
informed,  in  the  preface  to  this 
work,  that  under  the  reign  of 
Philip  III.  Pietro  de  Lafa,    being 


on  a  cruife  near  Sake,  took  two 
veflcls,  wherein,  am-^ng  other  ef-- 
fefts  belonging  to  Zeidan,  king  of 
Morocco,  he  found  three  thoufand 
manuicript?,  on  political,  philofo- 
phical,  and  medical  fuhjed^s,  and 
on  the  true  fenfe  a"d  interpretation 
of  the  Koran,  'i'hc'e  were  depolit- 
ed  in  the  library  ot  the  Efcurial, 
and  were  a  moil:  valuable  addiiion  to 
it ;  but,  unfortunately,  on  the  7th 
of  June,  167 1,  a  fire  broke  out, 
which  '.onfumed  a  great  number  of 
thefe  manulcripts,  ib  that  there 
were  only  about  eighteen  hundred 
which  efcaped  the  flames.  This 
catalogue  is  in  Arabic  and  La- 
tin, and  the  manufcripts  are  divided 
into  thirteen  claffes,  viz.  rhetoric, 
poetry,  philology,  mifcellanies,  lex- 
icons, philofophy,  politics,  medi- 
cine, natural  hillory,  jurifprudence, 
theology,  geography,  and  hiitory, 
M.  Calirio  gives  fom.e  account  of  the 
charafters  of  many  of  the  authors  of 
thefe  manufcripts,  of  the  time  when 
they  wrote,  and  of  the  degree  of 
efteem  in  which  their  works  are  held 
by  the  Mahometans.  It  appears, 
that  vmder  the  reigns  of  Almanzor 
and  /vlraainon,  the  Arabians  Applied 
themfelves,  with  great  fuccefs,  to 
the  iludy  of  philofophy,  mathema- 
tics, medicine,  and  natural  hiftory. 
They  tranflated,  into  their  lan- 
guage, the  moft  valuable  vi^rifings  of 
the  Greeks,  Syrians,  Perfians,  Egyp- 
tians, and  Indians. 

The  Abbe  Augier  has  publifhed, 
in  three  volumes,  o£tavo,  a  French 
tran<lation  of  all  the  works  of  Ifo- 
cr.ires,  to  which  are  added  feled  dia- 
logues from  other  authors.  This 
tranflation  appears  to  be  well  exe- 
cuted, and  the  abbe  has  prefixed  a 
life  and  character  of  Ifocrates,  with 
critical  obfervations  on  his  merit  as 
an  orator. 
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